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To Ai Board of Canal Commimontrt of the State of 

Pennayhama, 

Agreetbly to instructioii8, commanicated by the Se- 
ctary of the Board, in June ksti I repured to the west- 
ern part of the state, immediately after the {^neral ex- 
. Amination of the military academy, for the purpose of re- 
connoitering arid aurveyine (as far as time would per- 
mit) the routes of the N. W. section of the Pennsylva- 
liia canal, from the waters of French creek to the bay of 
Ih^sque Isle. 

The first of those routes to which my attention was 
directed, was ^t b^ the way of Conneaut Lake and 
the Valley of thfc Big- Conneaut, upon which, having 
now completed the necesouy plans apd calculatiofis, I 
have the honour of submitting' the foUowinr report. 

The operations of the survey commenced, of course, 
at Conneaut Lake, and had, for their first object, the de- 
termination of the various questions connected with the 
summit level. 

Reverting to the report of last year, on the subject of 
ihe French creek, feeder, it will be recollected that the 
dividing ridge between the waters of Conneaut T^ke 
and thosa of I^e Erie pass at a moderate elevation 
within a few miles north of the former, and that among 
Uie various routes for cros^g it^ that by the east branch 
of Beaver Dam run b desig^ted as the most &voura- 
ble. Having fully satined myself on this point, on the 
tbrtner occasion, it only remained, with reference to this 
point of the route, to examine the ground a littie more 
m detail. The experiionental line, for this and other 
burposes of the survey, was commenced at the suiface 
of the Conneaut Lake, near the mouth of Beaver Dam 
run, and carried on the eastern side, generally as near 
ft as was consistent with the accuracy of the level, to the 
hdg^t of land near Grier'a Improvement, on the road 
%est of Brightstown. Crossing the ridee at this pointy 
said taking advantage of one of the t]%utaries of the 
Big Conneaut, the line was restored almost immediately 
to the level with which it commenced, at the surface of 
Conneaut Lake. This brief operation being sufficient, 
In additi6n to the work of lastyear^ for determining the 
route and mode of construction on the summit level, the 
line was continued, without delay, down the Valley of 
the Big Conneaut From the impression I had received 
€f the character of this valley, ajid the nature of the 
opoand in a direction towards Erie, I was led to believe 
Swt ^ry important advantages would be gained, in 
point of distance and facilities of constructioni by keep- 
ing the level as long as possible at the fulll elevation of 
the sununit level, and the survey was conducted ac- 
cordingly, alon|^ the eastern slope of the valley. At 
ftrst, for a considerable distance on the line thus explor- 
cdj the features of the ground harmonized very well 
irith this plan; but, as the line g^radually gvned upon 
the surface of the slope, the difficulties greatly increas- 
cd) and, at leng^, when the party had proceeded as far 
as the east Brimch of Big Conneaut, it became quHe 
ev4d«it that the impediments already encountered, to- 
gether with ^ose fiurly to be calculated upon in pro- 
ceeding^, would more than outweigh any advantages that 
could pKMsibly be derived from the choice of this route. 
b co i ii i ng to tlus eonobubn, and abandoning the fine 
viUeb tea hoon^ fio* adtnneed, I should have gone 



back to the vicinity of the dividing ridge and brought 
down a new line through the bottoms of the valley had 
time permitted:— As the case was, I went back about 
six miles on my line and made an offset, contenting my- 
self with connecting this work with that at the head of 
the valley by a line carefully run with the compass. 

Upon examining the g^round in the vicinity of the 
Forks of the Bi^ Conneaut^ and forward as far as Elk 
creek with the view of adjusting the level and direction 
of the new line, it was found, with few exceptions, un- 
expectedly favourible. A bench of smootii unUbrm 
(ground presenting itself on neariy five miUs of the 
direct route toward Elk creek, and at a sufficiently low 
level to admit of shunning the chief difficulties of tiM! 
Conneaut valley. In this direction, therefore, the line 
was brought by the sources 6f Crooked creek to the val- 
ley of Hall's run, and so, by a rapid descent, into the 
bottom of that valley and the great valley of Elk creek. 
The crossing of this stream having generally been coiiw 
sidered as one of the prii^ipal diffioulties on tiiis route^ 
it became necessary to explore it with particular care. 
Several days were accordingly employed in examining 
the character of the valley, and in levelling and measur- 
ing at the different points selected as crossing places.— 
Every thin^ being at length ascertained, upon which 
the comparison of these crossings dould at all depend 
the experimental line was continued across the creek* 
and down the eastern side of the valley of the village of 
Fairview. At this point the ground was explored witii 
a view of reaching, by the most direct and convenient 
route, a level bench of land which ranges with great uni- 
formity towards Erie, aloilg the north side of, and a little 
below the Ridge road. Having satisfied myself on this 
point, the operations of the surveys were continued, 
without ftirther hindrance « to the banks of Walnut 
creek. 

The crossing of Walnut creek b another of the diffi- 
Culties of this route, but of a very different character 
from the one first mentioned. It presents, indeed, a 
wide and deep chasm with very precipitous banks^ 
which evidentiy cannot be passed without an expennve 
construction; but the face of the adjacent country is 
perfectly regtilar, and the level well preserved to the 
cdsre of the precipice on both sides; so that the crossing, 
so rar as regards the adjustment of the route and tiie plan 
of construction, b reduced to a very simple case. Only 
a few hours weris required to complete the exsmina^ 
tions at this place, and transfer the level to the east side 
of the creek, after which the line was resumed and con- 
tinued upon the same bench, and at the same average 
level as before. Every thing proved remarkably Su 
vorable on the reudue of the distance to Erie, and it on* 
ly remained to explore the ground in that vicinity, for 
the lockage down to the surface of the lake. This was 
accomplished, on the 18th of August, And with it the 
field duties of the party on this route were considered 
at an end, having occupied exactly five weeks from the 
time of their commencement at Conneaut Lake. 

Having thus given a view of the operations of the 
survey, I proceed to notice, more particularly, the cha- 
racter of the route and the nature of the various con- 
structions connected therewith. 

Section 1.— 7%s SimmU Luel 

The diacutnon under thb head^ to be final, should 
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evidently erabrtce the connexion of the summit level 
with the routes'down the southern slope; but, as those 
•re made the subject of separate surveys, not yet re- 
ported upon, I can only at present consider the route 
under discussion in its relation to the French creek feed- 
er. The feeder, it will be recollected, was considered 
in my last year's report as terminating in the vic'.Jiity of 
the outlet bridge near Cummings* tavern, and at the 
level of eight feet above the habitual surface of Con- 
neautLake: — At that point, therefore, (marked A. in 
the accompanying maps.) I take the commencement 
of the present line. An easy inflection canies it across 
the tongue of land on the west side of the outlet, and 
through a small portion of the lake to the westei-n shores 
it then skuls along the firm bank of that shore, and, in 
a very even course, by means of a few trifling excava- 
tions and embankments, until it passes Wolf Point, after 
which it changes slightly to tlie left, as the ground suits, 
and passing du*ectly up the Beaver Dam swamp, falls 
into the course of the run a little south of Lewis' Hill. 
Neap this point, (marked B. in the maps,) the deep 
ctitting commences; the line in the mean time passes by 
the bed of the stream, round the west side of the hill, 
and thence io & direct course through the swamp, to the 
bench-qwirk, (at station No. 40,) on the dividing ridge. 
About 100 yards beyond this, continuing the same direc- 
tion, it strikes a head water of the Big Conneaut in the 
general course of which it descends, to the station No. 
55^ marked C.) where the cutting again runs out at the 
surface of the ground. 

The construction on this line consists, for the most 
part, of mere excavation and embankment, and requires 
no particular remark, except^as regards its connexion 
with Conneaut Lake. In tlie provisional examination of 
this summit, it is well detailed in the former report. The 
only view taken of this connexion, in the event of the 
canal passing on the west side of the lake, was by darn- 
ing the Isitter to the eight feet level, and merely con- 
structing a towing path along the western side. This 
was believed to be the most natural construction, and as 
converting the lake into a reservoir, to aflTord some se- 
curity against the possible fulure of a supply froin 
French creek. The examinations of the present year, 
however, have shown so considerable a supply of water, 
from the springs and brooks of the northern slope, as to 
render this plan entirely unnecessary as a measure of 
precaution, while they afibrd also some reason to doubt 
Its feasibility in other respects, in comparison with a se- 
parate construction. There are nearly 600 perches of 
the route above described which it appears will require 
embankment, from four to ten feet entire height Now, 
in the first place, a simple embankment of this extent, 
exposed to the action and agitations of the lake, will be 
far more liable to accident than a canal embanked in the 
ordinary way and the consequences of a breach, besides 
that it will produce a much longer intermission to the 
navinition, will be more disastrous in every respect. 

2dly. This mode of construction will cover a large 
esctent of low g^und at the head of the lake, with a 
thin sheet of stagnant water, the effects of which can 
hardly fiul of being injurious to the health of the vici- 
nity, and will also produce a considerable increase in 
the assessment of land damages. 

Thirdly, tlie navigation if unprotected on the side of 
the lake, will be less safe and convenient than an ex- 
. traordinary canal, and if so protected, the expense of 
construction will be decidedly in favor of the latter. 
Fourthly, no advantage will be gained, in any event, in 
point of expense; for it is found by a careful estimation 
of both modes, that by gi\ ing proper attention to the 
construction of the dams, and including those at the 
foot of the lake, formerly estimated, the plan of raising 
the lake will cost from 500 to 1000 dollars more than the 
construction of a separate canal. Should the locating 
engineer, with the results of the southern sui-veys be- 
fore him, agree with me in these opinions, he wiU cross 
the outlet by a culvert at Cummins', and make \iu .whole 



tine entirely independent of the lake. Upon supposi- 
tion therefore, 1 have nnade my estimate. The length 
of this section ftom the 'guard gate near Cummins' il 5 
miles and 213 perches, 695 moderate embankment aftd 
the remainder excavation, genei-ally moderate, and only 
22 feet entire depth on the dividing ridge. 
Second Section, doxtm }ke valley of the Big Conneaut 
In detailing the field operations of the survey, I have 
already given some idea of two widely diffei cnt modes, 
by which the canal may be conducted down this valley. 
First by keeping the level of the summit along the face 
of the eastern slope, and secondly, locking down through 
the bottom of the intervale. The first of tliese was the 
plan upon whic^ I commenced under the expectation 
of being able to shape my course more directly towards 
Erie, and of obtaining more convenient crossing placet 
for the much dreaded valleys of Elk and Walnut creeks, 
the particular circumstances which induced me to aban- 
don it in favor of a route down the bottom of the valley. 
I have now to remark, with respect to the valley itself, 
its lateral slopes w^re found remarkably intersected by 
ravines and gullies, produced in some instances bv per- 
manent streams, and in dthei-s, by tlie occasional wash 
of the country. These generally proceed from small 
beginnings at the distance of a mile or two from the 
margin and nm out again to terminations equally small 
in the valley, but in the intermediate distance, and par- 
ticularly at the ver|fe of the slope, they have frequently 
the most exti-aordmarj- dimensions. The difficulty of 
running a level line over ground of this character is en- 
hanced by the general pitch of the g^otmd, valley and 
upland, towards the lake. For it generally happens in 
consequence of this, that a level taken over from the 
bottoms near the head of the valley cannot fail of en- 
countering all the giillies, and as it rises on the face of 
the slope it must encounter them with gi eater and great- 
er dimensions, until it finally crosses them at the veiy 
maximum of their breadth and depth. This was the 
case in the line actually run. In the course of ten ot 
twelve miles from the summit, I had already experienc- 
ed a remarkable increase both in the number and magni- 
tude of the gullies, and by the time I arrived at the Erie 
county line, I had passed without counting those of 
smaller dimensions, no less than twenty which might be 
considei-cd as extraordinary, some, often being from 100 
to 200 yards in width and 50 or 60 feet deep. So far as 
the Conneaut valley was concerned therefore, there re- 
mained at this stafe of the survey not the smallest doubt 
of the superior OTvantage of a line locked down thro* 
the bottoms. But I still indulged the expectation of se- 
curing great advantages in the length and direction of 
the route to Erie by keeping the high line, and it was 
not until I had passed the Erie branch of the Big Con- 
neaut that the hopelessness of this route in all respects 
became fidly manifest. I had then before me' a distriet 
of very broken and irregular country, deeply intersect- 
ed^by the tributaries of Elk creek, on the left a systeiD 
of parallel ridges, which a little further on, assume ft 
distinct and reg^dar character, and intercejited all ap- 
proach to the lake except by deep cuttings or expen- 
sive constructions in the bed of some of the streams; 
and finally, the necessity of diverging considerably to 
the right of the proper direction in order to retain roy 
pre.«»ent level if I would guin any advantage by it in the 
crossing of Elk and Walnut creeks. These and other 
similar considerations, determined me without scruple 
to tlie choice of tlie lower line. According to this de- 
termination, the line is located from the point C. through 
the first and second bottoms of the valley, in such ft 
manner as to avoid almost entirely the irregularities oT 
the higher ground. Lockage is introduced, as the de- 
clivity requires it, and at such particular .points as shall 
best preserve the directness of the line, and its proper 
location in other respects. For the purpose of shorten- 
ing it as much as possible, the upper part of the route 
is taken on the west side of the creek, and transferreci 
as the latter increases in westing. The crossing plsc^ 
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it perhaps taken rtth^r high in location on the map, but 
on the g^und may be adjusted at any point, as circum- 
Mtances may determine, above, or in the vicinity of Fors- 
ter^a mill. The quantity of lockage whicli may be ad- 
mitted in this part of the route depends partly upon the 
circumstances and character of the valley, and the na- 
ture of the ground on the further route towards Elk 
creek. Upon this principle it is taken at 170 feet which 
requires a moderate deep cutting on the further route, 
but avoids all the gullies of any magnitude in the valley 
except two, neither of which exceeds 70 yards in width 
by 20 and *i6 feet in depth, respectively. This lockage 
it distributed in fifteen locks of 11 feet 4 inches average 
lift. One foot 4 being added for the purpose of passing 
(in an extreme lockage) 4} feet per second, more water 
than is passed by a ten feet lock, which quantity is re- 
quired m addition to the lupplv from the springs and 
brooks of the nortiiem slope, to compensate the evapo- 
tMldon and leakage on the remainder of the route towards 
Erie. The increased Xih is also des'u^able on som« other 
accounts, the construction will cost somewhat less; and 
the time of locking through the entire lifk will be less 
by aeveral minutes than would be required for passing 
•erenteen 10 foot locks. 

The length of thw section from C, to the point D, (in 
Michael Jackson's meadow) is 16} miles. Its location 
on the map will probably require some coirections, as it 
was unavoidably laid down from compass notes only; 
but in the fine bottoms of such a valley, and with 170 
feet of lockage there can be no difficulty in making 
these corrections in such a manner as to ensure tlie most 
direct and favorable route in all respects. 
Third Seciion, from the valley of Conneaut to that of EOc 

This part of the route as already intimated, takes ad- 
▼tntage of a very convenient range of level g^*ouDd 
which skirts along the west boundary of Elk creek 
township, in the precise direction of the shortest route 
to Elk creek, and was ascertained indeed by an experi- 
tnent for that purpose, that a lower gi-aduation than the 
ODC above mentioned, which would have excluded us 
from the use of this ground, would have brought us 
upon the ground of much less favorable character, and 
with an increase of no less than four miles in the distance 
to the creek. The only disadvantage accompanying it, 
but which would prove nearly the same in any location, 
is the crossing of Jackson's run and the east branch of 
the Big Conneaut. The former according to our gra- 
duation is a g^lly of 23 feet by 100 yards, and the latter 
26J by 176 yards, with a depression of about ten feet 
more in the bed of the creek. Both, however, are 
sofHciently well provided with earth for the purpose of 
embankment From the east branch, eastward, the 
ground is of the most favorable character; and the line 
passing by a slight deep cutting into the head of the 
valley of Crooked creek locks Sirown 31i feet, in three 
Efts, to a dividing level between that and the valley of 
Hall's run. Length from Michael Jackson's to the head 
of the grand lockage in the valley of Hall's run 6 miles 
and 9 perches. 

Fourth Section, cromng the vaJky of Elk ertek and the 
deep cut. 

This ralley has the character of an immense irregular 
gulhr, varying in the vicinity of o«ir I'me, from 4 to 700 
yards in width and cutting down through all the bench- 
€•• of the lake slope, to an extreme depth of more 
than 200 feet below the level at which we approached 
it To take in the whole of it, by any mode of crossing 
whatever, is of course out of the question; the only 
festtble method is to lock down to into it to sucli a level 
it will reduce the crossing to reasonable limits, and then 

♦ This word is used to express peculiar features in 
the slopes generally of the country under examination. 
Those slopes occurring in successive g^raduations, some- 
tUiM^ in the form of ridges, rather than declivities. The 
level surface of each step is called a hmeh^ 



to wind down the east side of the valley until the de- 
scent of the country enables us to take the surface and 
resume our direction towards Erie. We thus g^ also* 
the advantage cf passing two parallel ridges of the lake 
slope, in connexion with the passage of tlie creek. The 
examination of the valley was conducted in coViformity 
with this plan. Those places bad been suggested as 
promising some advantages for crossing. First, at Afi- 
derson's mill dam, about a half a mile above our routes. 
The second, at Anderson's crossing j>lace, near the Rich 
hill; (so called) also a little ••bove our route; and the 
third, near the mouth of Hall's run, a little below the 
route. In examining these, a fourth point also attracted 
some attention, and was examined in comparison with 
the others, viz. about 400 yards below tlie Uich hill, and 
in a very favorable situation with respect to our route. 

The points upon which these crossings were compa- 
red, were 1st, their relation to the routes; 2d, the height 
and depth of embankment necessary', and the supply of 
earth necessaiy for constructing it. 3d. The len^ and 
height of the acqueduct And 4th, the facility m each 
ca^e, of leading the canal by the east bank of the valley. 
The chief merit of the crosung at Anderson's mill, con- 
sists in the height and relation of the immediate bank, 
being such as to require little or no embankm^nt^ and 
an acqueduct of moderate length. On the other hand, 
however, its position with respect to the route, is rather 
an objection; and the difficulty of leading the canal /rom 
it by the east side of the valley, a very formidable one. 
In general, the immediate banks of the creek, on both 
sides, are precipitous, the stream having worn down its 
bed through the soil of the intervale, and to a consideN 
able depth in the soft friable slate which constitutes the 
substratum. In some places, it has encro»ched upon the 
main branch of the \'alley in such a manner as to form 
a raw, crumbling precipice of 70 or 80 feet in height, 
with a steep rising aclivity, frequently 40 or 50 feet 
higher. One of these precipices, 280 yards long, oc- 
curs on the east side of the creek, nearly opposite the 
Rich Hill, and presents a serious difficulty in the way of 
any prospect which would require the construction of 
the canal along its face. No construction of the kind 
could be considered as safe then, unless supported, at 
least in part, by a wall of masonry, brought upiroro the 
bed of the creek; and this, which under any circumstan- 
ces, would be a work of extraordinary expense, be- 
comes u paramount objection in the present instance, in 
consequence of the scarcity of stone. 

This objection applies equally to the crossing at An- 
derson's mill and that at Anderson's crossing pkce, both 
of which require a passage for the canal down tl)e val- 
ley, by the way of this bluff. Considering these, there- 
fore, as excluded, it only remains to institute a compii- 
rison between the other two, viz. One, 400 yards be- 
low the Kich Hill, and the other at the old mill, near 
the mouth of Hall's run. Both of these are in a conve- 
nient relation to the route, the first being approached 
by the eastern, and the other by the western side of the 
valley of Hall's run. 

The Rich Hill is an insulated knob, situated between 
Hall's run and Elk creek, about half a mile above the 
forks. It appears to be Ibe remnant of a tongue of up- 
land, which at some former period, may have supported 
the valley of these two streams, and of which, another 
trace is left, in the form of a low, second bank, which 
extends down nearly to the hill. By taking advantage 
of this second bank m connection wiUi the western slope 
of the hill, a canal may be brought at a convenient ele- 
vation, to within about S60 yards of the crosnnff place, 
with a very little extra labour. The remaining distance 
is an intervale bottom, with an average elevation of 34 
feet above the bed of the creek. This would, of course, 
require embankment for any additional elevation; but 
the immediate vicinity of the hill, affords an abundant 
supply of earth fop«this purpose. The trough of the 
stream at the point of crossmg, is 380 feet wide; but 
of this, 180 feet coxmsts of low bottom, from 6 to IS 
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Ibet high, which m»y, with ^At convenience, be em- 
biftnked to any additional height by the earth from a 
lii|fi9 and rather steep bank, which overlooks it In 
iStoM way the aquedact may be reduced to as little as 150 
feet; Which, in a vicinity badly provided with stone, is a 
point of some consideration. Finally, the line from this 
erossing place, down the east side of the valley, is at- 
tended with litttle or no inconvenience whatever. Such 
is the crossing by the Rich Hill, that near the old mill is 
approached as already mentioned, by the western side 
of the valley of Hall's run. The upland, however, re- 
cedes g^radually from the line on that side, in such a 
manner as to render some embankment necessary, for 
nearly half a mile, before reaching the crossing place. 
At 550 yards from the latter, the upland faib entirely, 
and on this distance an embankment would have to be 
constructed, at an average of at least 8 feet higher than 
thi^ at the Rich Hill, besides a heavy culvert and extra 
embankment, at the crossing of Hall's run. The ex- 
pense of these constructions, would be increased by the 
difficulty of procuring earth in convenient situations for 
the purpose, and for the same reason it would be unad- 
▼isable to embank any portion of the low bottom of the 
creek; an aqueduct would, therefore, be necessarv, to 
the full extent of 400 feet, which is the breadth of the 
creek at this point. The landing place on the east 
shore, is only 23 feet high, for the first 80 or 90 yards, 
which would require, therefore, a heavy embankment. 
The ground then becomes more elevated; but its height 
Ss still insufficient, and would require considerable em- 
bankiiig for 240 yards further. Under all these cbcum- 
stances, the crossing place at Rich Hill, is considered 
decidedly preferable, having, at least, ^ less embank- 
ment, a much more convenient supply of earth, and 
pearly two-thirds less aqueduct. 

The graduation of the level for the embankment and 
aqueduct, is determined, as in other cases, with some 
reference to the ground in advance. In examining its 
character for this purpose, it appears that a line, at any 
reasonable elevation, cannot so conveniently be carried 
out to the furface of the ground, as by a deep cutting 
north of the village of Fwrview. The extreme elevation 
on the line of this cutting, is 108 j feet above the creek, 
at the crossing place, and from a careflil comparison of 
its length and volume, under various suppontions with 
those of the embankment, having in view also, the cha- 
racter of the ground on the route eastward, the crossing 
}9 established at 71 i feet above the water of the creek: 
or which is the same thing, 160^ feet above Lake Erie. 
This leaves Srfeet for the g^atest depth to the top water 
line, on the deep cutting of Fairview. The elevation 
of our line, in approaching the valley at HalPs run, tak- 
ing into connderation the declivity of the surflice, from 
the summit to this point, is 306 feet above Lake Erie; 
and the above graduation jpives, therefore, 145 j feet, as 
the total descent to be eftected by the lockage on the 
west Mde of the valley. Th'is descent it is propOKd to dis- 
tribute hi 14 equal lifts, down the side and bottom of 
tiie valley of HaU's run, by an arrangement which \f as 
suggested, and appe«s singularly favoured, by the cir^ 
cumstance of the ground. The first lockage leads by a 
slight, deep cutting, into the head of a large, deep guUy, 
which descends exactly in the direction of the route. 
This may be divided by dams and locks, into six succes- 
«ve basins; from the last of which, a short oblique cut 
to iht left, leads into another gully, capable of anording 
two itwre basins of the same kind. Two others may be 
added, by the construction of a single lateral dam, un- 
der fiivourable circumstances; and we have a complete 
chun often locks following each other in rapid succes- 
sion, with a descent which brings the line nearly to the 
bottom of the valley at this point The peculiarities of 
this arrangement are, that, with the exception of the 
dM>rt cut and lateral dam just mentioned, only four of 
die locks, and a very small portion tf the canal, requires 
any excavation worth notice. Only three of the for- 
mtr, iHB even M^uh^ brcM waUs, as the 4epliyity af- 



fords, generally, an easy, natural descent, from chamber 
to chamber. The only possible ground of objection, is 
the rapid succession of the locks. The clear distance 
from wing to wing, being only 184 feet; but they arc 
still made independent of^ each other, by the enlarged 
width and depth of the basins the former of which can, 
with perfect convenience, be made as great as 30 yards 
at the top water line, and the latter, from 6 to 15 feet 
We are thus fortunately enabled to connect into a valua- 
ble auxiliary, the very circumstance fh)m which the 
greatest embarrassments were expected, in the con* 
struction of this lockag^. Should a more gentle de- 
scent, however, be desired, it may probably be found by 
exploring to the right of the present location, and then 
connecting the line accordingly, as far back as the east 
branch road. 

On the east side of the creek, the construction of the 
line presents nothing particular or difficult, south of the 
ridgfe road. At that point a yery short tunnel, or deep 
cut and bridge, is necessary for passing under the roaa» 
and avoiding a sharp turn round the pomt Three hun- 
dred yards further north, the deep cutting commences* 
and continues 283 perches, to the end of this section, 
where it runs out in the bottom and Hag^rtjr's run. To> 
tol length of the section, from the head of the grand 
lockage to the end of the deep cut, at F, 3 miles and 
239 perches. 

5th Skctxov. — From Eiagerty*$ to Wainut Crttk, 

This passes in its whole length, upon a level bench of 
ground, at the foot of the north slope of the rid g^ upon 
which the ridg^ road passes, from which a number of 
copious springs issue, and afford a considerable addition 
to the supply of water. No locks accrue; and the only 
construction of any account, is a culvert, and moderate 
embankment at Trout ruA, and a short feeder for the in- 
troduction of that stream. Total distance, 5 miles 294 
perches. 

6th SxcTioH. — Tht crosting of fVaktui Credc 

I have already made some remarks upon the charae* 
ter of this crossmg, as a work of labour and expense, 
rather than of any great professional difficulties. It is a 
simple gulph of about 180 yards extreme tHdth, an^ 
nearly 100 feet deep, but with bold, regular banks, ris- 
ing on the west side fully, and on the east nearly to the 
level of the adjacent country. The point selected for 
crossing, is precisely that at which our level line struck 
the bank, and a little south of the land line which forms 
the south boundary of the lake range of lots. Its ex- 
treme width at the top of the banks, is 171 yards, and at 
the bottom 60 yards, and its depth 97 i feet below the 
l^raduation Cne of the canal. On 120 yards of this width, 
it is proposed to construct an aqueduct of five open- 
ings, and to complete the remaimng 51 yards with em- 
bankments, for which there is prlenty of earth, in very 
convenient situations, on both sides. A moderate em- 
bankment of 180 yaids, is then only necessary for com- 
pleting out the work to the upland bank, on the east 
side. Total length of the whole from O. to H. 6T 
perches. Another locality for orosang, about 560 yards 
further up, was examined and measured in comparison 
with the one just described. To make use of it^ how- 
ever, would require, in ascending and returning, not 
less than 1100 yards additional length of canal; and it 
does not appear, from the measurement, to possess any 
superiority as a crosnn? place, that would compensate 
for the inconvenience and expense of this addition. 

Seventh Section^ from tht eroding of Wabwi creek Ut 
Turkey Bidge near Erie, 

This passes over sfround of the same character and 
equfilly convenient for the location and construction of 
the canal, as that west of Walnut creek; two or three 
slight ridges occur, crossing the route in the course of 
the first nve miles, which render it necessary to retain 
thus fi^, the full height of the EHc creek graduatioo. 
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Tbe last of these is passed in the Ticinity of M'Creery's 
fiurm soon after entering the state reaerve^ and then it is 
recommended as &vouring the directness of the route, 
to commence locking down. Four locks of 10 feet lift 
are located from this point to the ridge. The first, a lit* 
tic eastward of M*Creery*sroad; second, between Eld- 
ridge's and Green's improvements; the third, at the east 
branch of the Cascade run, and the fourth at the edge of 
die l^urkej Swamp. The last renders necessary a short 
deep cutting at Turkey ridge, but it is nevertheless pre- 
ferable, as diminishinr by one lift the lockage from this 
pomt to the lake. Short feeders on this section enable 
OS to appropriate the waters of three branches of Cas- 
eada run, and of Ichabod's lun. 

Length from the point H, at Walnut creek, to the end 
4>f thecut at Turkey ridge, 7 miles 262 perches. 

SteHm Eight f Jram Turkey Ridgt to the termination in 
jthe Bay, 

It now only remains to exphun the mode of descend- 
ing into the basin of Presque Isle. For this purpose three 
foutes have been mentioned; the first by Mill creek, on 
^e east side of the town; the second by a g^lly passing 
through the public square; and the third by the g^Uy 
of Lee's run, on the west side of the town. As the first 
of these would be considerably greater in length than 
either of the other two, and as it promised no particular 
advantage, either on the score of construction or local 
accommodation, being also attended with the inconve- 
Tenience of shallow water at the mouth of the creek, I 
did not think it necessary to bring it strictly into compa- 
rison with the other two. Of these, the first named had 
the appearance of deseendine rather rapidly, for conve- 
nient lockage, from the public square to the water, and 
upon trial this was found to be the fiict It is also objec- 
tionable as affording too little space in width, for tiie 
construction of the necessary locks and basins. The 
last named, viz. The gully of Lee's run was explored 
with much greater confidence of a satisfactory result. It 
affords generally, a shorter and more direct route to the 
barin than either of the others; its declivity though 
great, is within practicable limits; its breadth is gene- 
rally sufficient for the construction of the works, and 
£nal]y, the point of its communication with the basin at the 
navy wharr, perhaps more favourable than any other, to 
the local as well as the general interests of the canal in 
all respects. 

The lockage remaining to be distributed from Tur- 
key ridge to the lake, is exactly 120 feet, allowing for 
the descent of the top water line from Elk creek to this 
place. This is distributed down the bottom of Lee's 
gully in 12 ten feet locks. The space is not insufficient, 
and the distribution could be made with perfect regui- 
lari^ to the end, were it not that the declivity is inter- 
cepted before it reaches that point, b^ a substratum of 
(soft friable) slate, ending in a precipice of twenty«one 
feet at the edge of tbe water. To meet this difficulty 
four different modes have been considered. First, to 
continue the declivity of the canal, by sinking the three 
last basins into the rock; allowing to the ust a slight 
projection into the lake. Seconmy, to embank the 
whole of the last line with moderate excavation on the 
•econd basin, fairly above the surface of the third lock. 
Thirdly, to construct a lock of twenty f«et lif^ by 
means of a lateral reservoir; and fourthly, to construct 
two contignous locks exterior to the ledge. 

It b unnecessary here to detul all the reasoning which 
has been employed in the comparison of these various 
modes. The points on which they have been compared, 
are first the expense; secondly the practical convenience; 
thirdly, their conformity with regard to expense of wa- 
ter and locking with the other locks of tiie canal. The 
result is a decided preference for the method of the two 
tontigwnu locks, and it appears, indeed, that contiguous 
locks when limited, as in this case, to ^e number ituo^ 
^ in some respects superior to every other mode of 
aockage. Th^ ;ittendance requires^ that the vpper 



chamber should be kept habitually full, and the lower 
one empty. When this is done boats may lock througii 
the whole twenty feet in either direetion, in an average 
often minutes; whereas, other things being the same, a 
boat cannot lock through twenty feet, by two insolated 
locks, in less, one time with another, than fifteen minutea 
and a fraction. The extreme quantity of water for a full 
navigation is the same, being six locks full perhour, 
drawn from the superior level in both cases. The only 
point of inferiority is in the total working capacity. The 
six locksfitl per hour in two insolated locks, working 
together, will pass (in effect) eight boate through twenty 
feet, whilst the same quantity in the contiguous locks » 
onljr sufiicient for passing eix boats in the same time. 
This would be an objection to their use on the route of 
a canal intended fqr a very fiill navigation, but under or* 
dinary circumstances, and especially at a point where a 
eanal unites with a different navigation, it is presumed a 
working power of six boats per hour, will be found quit* 
sufficient. It should be remariced fiurtber, that in point 
f]^ expense, the contiguous locks have, generally, a cobp 
siderable advantage. The mode of placing them in the 
present instance, will be such as to bring the upper lo^ 
first in contact with the ledge, giving to the lower one an 
extreme projection of 200 feet( the upper basin will 
then be formed by a slight excavation in tiie top htyera 
of the slate. By giving to thb basin a breadth of fif^ 
feet, and a slight additional depth, we may make ha 
length as little as 290 feet from wing to wing, and this 
will enable us to adjust the level of Jl the foUowinr ba- 
sins in tha most convenient relation to the sur&ce <x the 
ground. 

The final completion of the canal at thb point w3l re« 
quire some enclosure on the side of the bay, for the safe 
harbourage of the canal craft. For this purpose I pro* 
pose the following plan, viz. To construct at the dis- 
tance of 150 feet in advance of the last lock, a mole or 
pier 300 feet long, extending upward and downward in 
such proportions as may be determined by the depth of 
water. It may be strictly parallel to the shore, or con* 
verging towards it in a curve, at the extremity, and 
should be united with the towing path of the canal, on 
tiie line of the present wharf by a pier and bridge auffi* 
ciently high for boats to pass under it The construction 
of a quay on the land side, with other connecting piers 
and bridge is also a part of the plan, but these are mora 
properly the objects of private enterprise. 

The length of the section just described, firom Turkey 
ridge to the mole, is one hundred and ninety-sax perch- 
es: And we are now prepared to sum up the total dis- 
tance and lockage ftom the commencement near Cum- 
ming's bridge to the same point, viz. The distance 47 
miles and 140 perchea; about a mile shorter tiian the 
road; and the lockage 5071 feet in 48 locks; allowing 
ten inches fbr the declivity in the top water line pro- 
duced by the feeding current, fW)m the summit towarda 
Erie. The drawings fbr illustrating the preceding de« 
scriptions, are first A general map and profile ^ tbe 
whole route on the scale of one inch to the square mile. 
Secondly, A series of maps exhibiting the details of the 
whole, on the scale of five inches to uie mfle. 

The location of the route is carefully laid down upon 
tKe latter by the same scale, and upon the principle, aa 
far as other conditions would admit, of reducing the la- 
bour of excavation to the smallest posnble amount 
Should this route be adopted, and the views of the en- 
gineer approved, the actual location, except in the Com 
neaut valley, may be accomplished, (supposing the le- 
vels accurate) by the mere tranfer of the measures from 
the paper to the ground. Before entering upon the 
^neral estimate, it will be proper to rive some explanar 
tion^ relative to the construction of the woo^di m ma^ 
sonnr. 

Ibe scarcity of materials baa already been alluded to. 
No stpae of a sufficient good quaKty tw the works bar- 
ing been seen on the whole rottte west of Wabmt 
cree|c. 8ti|S, hoirever, tlitt« if reason to belierv that 
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■tone maif be procured At every point where its use b 
ij^uired, «t an expense not greatly exceeding its or- 
dinary cost. At Ene there will be no difficulty, as stone 
of ai) unexceptionable quality 'is found at sevend places 
in that vicinity. At Walnut creek also, a stone which it 
is believed, will answer very well for. the plans of the 
aqueduct at that place, is found in layers of 10 or 11 
inches in the shallow water of the lake. From either of 
these localities stone may be furnished 1^ a land car> 
riage of four nUks, for the works on Elk creek. For 
those in the Conneaut valley it is thought that stone of 
a suitable quality may be found on Fctterman's run, and 
probably near Jeak's mill, or in Jackson's rully; at all 
events, it is highly probable that the material may be ob- 
tained from one or other of these localities for all purpo- 
■es^ except that of the face work and coping. Under 
these circumstances the cost of masonry wul vary at 
different points of the route, very nearly U the follow- 
ing rates. 

At Erie and Walnut creek, good ordinary masonry 
mdtable for foundations laid in cement, per perch of 25 
feet, at $3 50. Best jointed work laid in like manner 
(free dresung not included) per perch of like 
measure $2 85 

At Elk eteek the ordinary kind will cost 3 80 

The best S 15 

In Conneaut valley the ordinary will average 3 00 

The best 3 40 

Bricks may in many cases be substituted with advan- 
tiu^; if burnt for the purpose, but the ordinary bricks 
orthe country are wholly unfit for any purposes of con- 
fltniction whatever. 

The culverts and other small constructions not being 
greatly affected by these variations, are calculated at 
the average. According^ to this mode, snVall culverts of 
three^Jhe and seven feet m an embankment of ordinary 
deoth, are estimated for the whole line, at $285, 375, 
and 480 respectively. 

Those of 9 feet will cost about $610 

Stop gates are estimated in a similar manner 672 

Waste gates of masoniy (for every opening of 

eight feet) at 271 

Weirs of masonry for a lip of 30 feet 465 

Other works however, as the locks and aqueducts, re- 
quhre a more particular estimation. 

Locks. These are supposed to be constructed of the 
most substantial masonry throughout. All the face work, 
and coping, rough cut, and the bottoms finished with 
rubble and a ^fod fiay pavement or reversed arch of 
bride The brSxtt walk should be set above the recesses 
of the head gates, and the latter constructed in all re- 
spects by the same model as those of the tail. 

A lock of this construction of 10 feet lift, and at the 
Erie prices of masonry, will cost $6,530, viz. 
1320 perches beat masonry, at $3 85 3,447 
333 ordinary do. 3 50 805 

5940 square- feet hct cutting 35 891 



90 perches rubble, at $1 50 and 
1,680 square feet brick work 
at 35 555 

750 yards excavation (extm) and 

180 yards puddle 143 

Grillage and sheet piling 135 

Gates and all fixtures 565 J 



5,143 



1,387 



$6,530 



A similar lock with a lift of 10.41 feet (and supposing 
half breast walls) according to the prices of masonry at 
Elk creek, will cost $7,019 50, viz. 
1310 perches best masonry at $3 15 3,811 50 
339 ordinal^ do. 3 80 934 

5980 iqu«re &et hce cutting 15 897 

5,633 50 



Other items the same as on the preceding page 1,387 09 

$7,019 50 



The same mode of estimaUon for a lock of 11 1 
feet lift and according to the estimated 
prices of masonry in the Conneaut valley. 



would g^ve for the total cost 



$7,8li 00 



I 

b 



Aqueducts. A variety of modes have been discussed, 
for the g^eat aqueducUof Elk and Walnut creeks— dif- 
fering chiefly in the materiab and construction of the 
trunk. One mode of construction would consist of a 
simple wooden trunk, laid without any artifice upon 
piers of masonry; but this, as it requires a great number 
of piers, would be altogether unadvisable, in a case 
where the the piers themselves constitute so considera* 
ble a portion of expense. Another mode admits a larg« 
space between the piers, and gives intermediate support 
to the trunk by means of wooden frames. A 3d, in the 
same case affords the intermediate support by frames of 
iron, A 4th, employs a trunk also of iron, and a fifth 
consists of arches ana a complete structure of masonnr. 

The system of construction by means of wooden 
frafnes, cannot be recommended in any work of this 
kind of mora than ordinaty magnitude and expense, and 
in the situations at Elk and Walnut creeks, where in 
consequence of the great height, the saving in first cost 
would be but a very inconsiderable part of the whole, 
and where for the same reason, any g^at liability to re- 
pairs would be a peculiar evil, they are considered as 
decidedly objectionable. The same objection, does 
not apply to the same extent to a wooden trunk, where 
the supporting system is composed entirely ofimperish* 
able materials, though undoubtedly, the most perfect 
structure would be that which is built entirely of iron or 
stone. To the latter material there is one system in the 
present case on account of the extraordinary expense 
attending the construction of scaffolding,, centres, and 
other accessary works for turning an arch at so g^at a 
height An iron frame on the contrary, requires no 
such preparation, it may be set up in the roost expedi- 
tious manner, without any centering or extra scaffolding 
whatever, and becomes immediately the means of com-* 
pleting the remaining parts of the structure. It may be 
added, that the practical advantages of this mode of 
construction, are now no longer matter of mere conjec- 
ture. One of the finest aqueducts in the world, and ii> 
a situation strongly resembling those under considera- 
tion, is constructed of iron; and fully confirms aftes 
nearly twenty years use, the opinions and calculations of 
its engineer. Under all these circumstances, my own 
preference inclines to a structure in which the supp>ort- 
mg frames are of cast iron, and the trunk either wood or 
iron as maybe preferred. Tiie system pKp&osed for the 
frame, is a little different fix)m that of Mr. Tijford, espe- 
cially if the wooden is used. In that case; the object 
should be to give two lines of intermediate support to 
the sleepers of the trunk, and avoid as far as possible, 
all other strains. For this purpose each rib is made to 
connst of two rafters and a crown beam, having altoge- 
ther, a clear span of sixty-four feet and ten feet rise.— 
The crown beam is entire, spread asunder, on the im- 
post to the distance of 5} feet. The opposite rafters (of 
the same pier but in different arches) are connected 
across the top of the pier, from head to head, bychuns 
or bars of wrought iron, which will also assist in setting 
the frames, and the middle of the rafters is supported In 
a similar manner by a wrought iron tie. Five ribs con^ 
nected by strainers of cast iron at five points, complete 
the frame, which is twenty-two feet wide. The strain- 
ers placed at the junction of the rafters and crown beam, 
rise somewhat above the rest of the frame ^ith a strong 
flanch upon which the sleepers of the trunk are bolted 
down in such a manner as to touch the frame in no 
other point. The trunk is twenty feet wide in the clear 
at bottom, and 13 at top, the horse path 4} feet wide, 
projecting over the water. The cost of one pier and 
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387 06 «fch, for an aqueduct of this description 70 feet high, 

■ ■ may be estimated as follows, viz : 

.019 50 gier (12 feet by 38) on the base, and 8 by 30 
' under the plinth of the impost, 814 perches 
I best masonry at $4, including machinery $3,376 

(Frame 23 tons cast iron, delivered and set up, 
at 150 dollars per ton 3,450 

■ One and a half tons wrought iron chains Tiest- 

icussed.) er, at 150 dolhrs 225 

ks-dl: Wooden trunk 2100 superficial feet, caulked» 
of ^, sheathed, lined, &c at $30 630 

n5tof^ Horse path, rail, &c. 100 

e njxn; _ 

uumbcl Total $7,781 

t CSKt ■ 

mdew For a height of 98 feet) the estimate will stand thus: 
a hifi Pier, viz: 1103 perches masonry at 4 dollars 4,412 

nippoS Fnme, trunk, &c. as before, 4,405 

\xKi(( $8,817 

a fi^il An iron trunk (the work remaining in all other 

nsT. - respects the same) is estimated ror each arch 

roodat At an addiUonal expense of 2,260 

gftbi And an arch of stone, at least 3,062 

ie,«| Bstimate. Section 1st. From A* near Cumming^s 

ere k} bridge to the end of the deep, cutting, in the valley of 

stctf' Conneaut, at C. — 5 miles 213 perches, viz: 3 miles 

vhc^ along the lake shore and through the low grounds of 

toR^; the Beaver Dam run, and the remainder extra cutting 

^ u.- through the dividing ridge; extreme depth to top water 

dJ 18 feet. 

rbeffi Excavation 361,876 yards, at or- 

cj,;^' dinary depths, easy digging, 

.f^tl averaged 7 cents $25,331 32 

^3 7 239,740 deepest cutting and em- 

.^ bankment, 10 23,974 00 

ew' ^9»305 32 

^i Poddling on 304 perches at $3 

^j^ 50 per perch 1,414 00 

g. 1 Culverts, viz : 1 of 14 feet at the 

\x.\ outlet, $1,240 and one of 9, 

Z' equal 610 1,850 00 

! • 3 of 5 feet, at $3 75 as formerly 

1^ , estimated 1,125 00 



Bridges, vizi 1 at 140 and 2 at 250 
Grubbing on 4^ miles at $240 and fence. 



2,975 00 
640 00 
2,440 00 

$56,774 32 



Sec^on 2d. From the end of the deep cut to Mi- 
chael Jackson's near the forks of the bi^ Conneaut 16| 
miles, through the intervale generally sbght profile and 
easy digging; lockage 170 feet 
Excavation, viz: 571,768 yds. ordinary levels, 
average at 7 c. 40,023 76 

Do. 136,196 do. do. 8 c. 10,895 68 

Do. 160,405 short embankment8,10 16,040 50 



$66,959 94 
Puddle on 788 perches at $3 50 per perch 2,758 00 
Culverts, viz: 1 of 14 feet at the two 

crossings of the Conneaut 1,240 

Do. 2 of 9, $610 and 4 of 7 at $480 3,140 
Do. 15 of 5, 375 16 of 3 285 8,475 

12,855 00 

Waste gate of 2 eight feet openings, at $271 

50 cts. as fon^ieriy estimated 543 00 

Bridges, viz: 4 at 250 dollars and 15 at 140 3,100 00 
Locks viz: 15 of 11} feet average &11 at 

7,812 dollars 117,180 00 

Grobb'mg Hi miles and fencing 16| 5,360 00 



Section 3. From Michael Jaekton't to the head o# 
the lockage at Hall's run, 6 miles and 9 perches.-^ 
Crosses Jackson^s gully and east branch of big Conneaut 
and has a slight extra cutting near No. 8 brook; other- 
wise favourable ground and easy digging. Lockage 31 
feet 9 inches. 
Excavation, viz: 231,260 yds. at 

ordinary depths, aver, at 7 cts. 16,188 20 
123)969 embankments, 12 cents 14»866 28 



Puddle on 370 perches at $3 50 p. perch 
Culverts, viz: 1 at 30 ft. at east branch 
of Conneaut 814 perches, 
at $3 75 3,052 SO * 

320 perch, at 1 75 cents 880 00 
Centering, &c. 980 00 

4,912 50 

One of 9 ft - 610,2of 5at3 75 c. 
and 3 of 3, at 2 85 cts. 2,115 00 

Bridges, viz : 4 at 2 50 cts. and 7 at 1 40 
Locks, viz: 3 of 10 a 7 in. lift at 7,019 50 
Grubbing on 3^ miles and fence 6 miles 



31,054 i$ 
1,295 00 



$208,755 94 



NoTx. — ^Tbc Lockage by means of 17 ten feet locks 
would hare coit at the Conneaut prices 125, 664 00 



7,077 SO 

1,989 00 

21,058 50 

2,630 00 



Dol ls. 65,045 48 

Section 4. This includes the lockage at Hall's run 
145.9, the crossing of Elk creek and the deep cut at 
Fairview. Total 3 miles 239 perches. 
Excavation, viz: 180,610 yards 

at ordinary depths, averaged 

at 7 cents 12,642 70 

256,000 embankments at the 

crossing of Elk creek, at 12 c. 30,720 00 
482,016deep cutting viz: 270 

perches, extreme depth 37 ft. 

to top water at 14 cents 67,682 24 

110,849 94 

Timber work in the dams, at the 

lockage, 14,400 ft. at 5 cents 720 00 

Puddling, viz: 2,800 cubic yards at the lock- 

age, at 30 cts. and 536 perches in Ime, at 

3 50 cts. 2,825 00 

Locks, viz: 14 of 10.41 ft lifl, at $7019 50 98,273 00 
Aqueduct of 3 spans, at $7,781 

each 23,343 00 

Extra abutment 3,376 00 

Wings 2,468 perches, at $2 50 6,910 40 

33,629 40 

Culverts, viz: one of 14 ft at Hall's run and 

one of 5 feet at Deadman's gully 1,615 00 

Safety pites and waste gate with two 8 feet 

openmgs, as formerly estimated 1,888 00 

Bridges, viz: 3 at 140 and 3 at deep cut, 

average at 400 dollars 1,620 00 

Grubbing and fencing 665 00 

Doll s. 252,085 34 

Section 5. From Hagerty's to Walnut creek, 5 miles 
294 perches, slight embankment at Trout run; the re- 
mainder very favourable, except the soil requires exten- 
sive puddling. Very easy digging. 
Excavation, viz: 195,810 yds. at 
ordinary levels, aver, at 7 cts. 13,706 70 
38^200 embankment, ? .^, ^ 
At Trout run 13 cents 5 *^^ ^ 

18,678 fO^ 

Puddle, viz: 1,626 perches, at $3 50 5,691 OO 

Culverts, viz: 1 at 12 ft at 925, 2 of 5 ft at 

375 and 2 at 3,285 2,245 OO 

Bridges, viz: 8 atl40 and 4 at 200 doQs. ]i93(^ 00 

Grubbinr, on 4 miles, at 340 dolls, and fenc- 
ing 5.1 at 240 2,770* «► 



DoUs. 31,29a 710 
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Section 6. CroMiiig Walnut creek to the upland on 
east aide 67 perches. 

Excavation 36.600 yds. for embankment at 13 4,393 00 
Aqueduct of 5 spans, at 18,817 44,085 00 
Extra abutment 4,412 00 

Win^3)9l2 perches 9,780 00 

^ 58,277 00 

Puddle on 44 perches, at $3 50 154 00 

Safety gate and waste gate as at Elk creek 1,888 00 



DoUs. 64,781 00 



Section 7. I'pom Walnut ereek to Turkey Hill, near 
Erie, 7 miles and 262 perches. Yer^r lavourable ground 
except a porous soil as in the former instance, and slight 
extra cutting at Turkey Hill. Lockage 40 feet 
Excavation^ viz: 229^50 yards 

slight profile, including three 

small feeders 7 cenU 18,054 50 

117,110 embankment and 

interior digging, at 9 cents 10,539 M 

— ^ 2d,594 40 

Puddle on 1,920 perche% at $3 50 6,720 00 

Culverts, viz: 3 of 7 feet at $480 and 3 at 3 

feet, at 285 2,295 00 

Wier of 20 feet Tip as formerly estimated 465 00 

Locks, viz : 4 of 10 fift, at $6,530 26,120 00 

Bridges, 9 at $140 and 3 at 250 2,010 00 

Grubbing three and one-fourth miles, at $340 

and fence seven and three-fourth miles, at 

260 dollars 2,965 00 



Dolls. 67,169 40 



Section 8. Pronl Turkey Hill to Erie harbour, one 
iiule and 9 perches, with a lockage of 120 feet. 
Excavation, viz: 34^415 jrards 
and ordinary depths, at 7 cts. 2,409 05 
3,692 in loose slate at 35 c 1,292 20 

3,701 25 

Puddle, 360 yards ait 30 cents per yard lOa 00 

JLK>cks, viz: 12 of 10 feet lift at 

6,580 7W60 

Extra walls at the ledge, 280 
perches at 2 dolhffs 560 

— 78,920 00 

Bridges, viz: 5 at 300 d<^ari 1,500 00 

Grubbing and fenbe 265 00 

Pier, 140 ^ards long 9,300 feet 
squared timber sit 6 cents 558 00 

6,720 of plank, at 6 6ts. 403 20 

4,200 of round timber, 2^ eta. 105 00 
1,400 of stone, at $3 75 3,850 00 

' 4^16 20 

89,410 45 

ftnaumT. 

Section 1 56,774 33 

2. 208,755 94 

3 65,045 4a 

4. 252,085 34 

5. 31,2^ 70 

6 64,78fl 00 

r 67,169 40 

8. 89,410 45 

Grand total - > $835,320 63 Or 17,620 per mile. 

t>r this aggregate the crossuigB of Elkmnd Widmit 
creeks, indudingtbe embankments and deep cuts, make 
<«p 196,084 64-100, which being deducted gives at the 
fate of 13,481 dollars per mile for the cost of the remain- 
m arorits^ The total expense for lockage at $672 
3£ttO per fiwt lift U $341,551; deducting this alsoi 



leaves $397,685; or $6,380 per mile for the cost of i41 
the othef works. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 
D. B. DOUGLASS, 
Professor of Engr. U. S. Mil Academy, 

The following notes and eakuhtiom are submitted to the 

Board, relative to the supply af water far the Waterford 

summit, and the various questions connected therewith. 

As the season was rather unfiryorable for the operatkm' 
of g^aging, in consequence of the frequent rains having 
raised the streams somewhat above their ordinary sum- 
mer discharge, I adopted the following plan, by con- 
cert with Mr. Ferguson, for obtaining the supply under 
the influence of the drought of 1826. It will be recol- 
lected, tliat in the course of the survey of that year, the 
waters of French creek were guaged with some care at 
If eadville, and as it was reasonabM to suppose that the 
ratio of discharge for different seasbns was nearly the 
same at that place and at Waterford, it was now propo- 
sed to repeat the measurement there, for the determimi- 
tion of that ratio, at thcr same time that my measure- 
ment was performed at the (3d) forks. 

The point selected for the measurement near the forks, 
was oiie at which the breadth, depth and velocity of the 
stream within the line, of the operation continued as 
nearly uniform as possible, the latter being nearly as 
could be obtained, the result of mere declivity. Two 
parallel sections (60 yards apart) and the superficial 
velocity, were measured in the usual way, the latter by 
means of thin wooden floats so adjusted as tp be im- 
mersed in the surface of the fluid. The mean velocity 
was then deduced in the most careful manner from that 
of the surface, and the product of this and the mean 
transverse section evidently gives the quantity of the 
discharge. The measured velocity was 1,162 feet per 
second, the calculated mean— 0,845 feet per second^ 
and the mean transverse section 105,9 square feet t 
whence the total discharge is obtained at89| cubic feet 
per second, very nearly. On the preceding day, the 
water of Le BoeufF creek had also been guared and 
found to afford a supply of 5-6 feet per seconc^ which 
being also available for the purpose or the summit level, 
was added to the preceding in estimating the entire 
supply, the result corresponding to the measurement is 
95.1 feet per second. The measurement of Mr. 
Ferguson was performed at Rodger's ferr^ in nearly the 
same manner, except that as the superfiaal floata were 
found to be effected by a breeze down sfrearo, another 
mede was employed for the velocity 6f submerged 
floats, which is believed in t^is case to furnish the more 
accurate result The quantity calculatted from it is 357. 
55 feet per second. It was remarked by Mr. Ferguaoa,^ 
that the creek was falling at the time of the measure- 
ment; and in connection with this remark, it should be 
understood that my measurement was accidentally de- 
ferred tiH the following morning. The least that eo«ld 
be allowed for ti>e fall in the mean thne would be 3-tOO 
part of a foot, which would give 255.4 feet per second 
for the discharge at Meadville, corresponding (in time) 
with the gaugin^p at Waterford. 

Comparing this with the result of the prece^ngyear 
(158^9 feet,) and reducing the Waterford supply 
in the same ratio, we obtain 59^ cubic feet per aeoood 
is the supply of theaummit in question under the iniu- 
enee of the drought of 1826, and it is not probable that 
it will often be found lower than this limit. 

This it must be allowed is a very moderate wppj^ fi>' 
^e wants of a summit level, but it is not very difncult 
to adopt a system of lockag^ to it in tiie present case kt 
such a manner as to afford m many respects the advan- 
tages of a large supply. The mode of proceeding wo«)d 
be as follows: 

Assuming the length of the summit level, including 
the feeder, at twelve miles^ if we deduct from ihit whole 
supply, the quantity due to efv ap o rad oii, leahafft-uid 
wafteoi»t&ud«taiice>tayl3ib«tperMOOiidt we^bdl 
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Iiftfe46i feet perteeondl^ is the quantity aTsikble ibr 
the lockage, ttie half dj^ which.SSi ^e^ per second, 
M^ be drawn offfiqr this pnrpofe at each extremity of 
IhesummtleTel. this we find is suificient for the 
Mpply of a 10 foot lock, m constant use, and a niile of 
^▼MMnmtion and smdtafi^ bendei^ whence we infer that 
locks of this lifting Bteiised at the extremities of the 
'tommit lerel and for i, hulc^ down the slope on either 
sidc^ without any dan^per of experiencing a deficiency 
of WBter. In proceedrng farther down the slopes how- 
erer, the surphis of evaporation and soakage will no 
iMgor suffice for such a lockage, and then it becomes 
BceeflSAiy to determine such a diminution of Uie Kft as 
shall nlways bring the demand of the locks withm the 
finita of ttie supply. On the calculation for this pur. 
poi^ laHumethe entire length of the canal which is 
to be led horn ^ summit at 34 nules, tiz. fh>m £rie to 
^e nearest point on French creek at which another 
iSeeder ^eoukl be bkeh in. The expenc^ture of water 
OQ this distance for all purposes except lockage would 
be 31^ feet per second leaving ui round terms 38 feet 
per second still araihble at the extireroes, or 14 feet per 
second at each. The locks which would be exactly 
mduated to this supply^ would hare a lift of 6^ feet, 
bat asit is li^ot probable that the locks wiU often be press- 
ed to th«r utmost workinr power, or that the water 
w31 be reduced to as low a limii as the one used in these 
calculations, it will be suSicieiit to make the extreme 
Ipdca of r feet lift at least, which is better adapted to 
the ofdinaiy state of the case. 

Briery stilted then, the mbde will be as follows, viz. 
to niaketibe locks at each end of the summit level, and 
for a mile down the slope on each side, of 10 feet lift, 
«Dd afterwards to dimini^ the lift in a constant ratio per 
mile, ao aa to reduce those at the two extremes (of the 
34 miles) to 7 feet each, and this will phM:e the whole 
system in the cibst advantagebuSsTelation to the supply 
oT water. 

The exact height of the Beaver dam summit level I 
do not know, but it is estimated to range somewhere 
betwcen^aaahd 630 feet (above Lake Erie) after a 
reasonable dep^th of cutting. If y^e assume it at 628 
to ^e top water line, and suppose that five 10 foot locks 
nay be gaduated on the first mile of (he descent to- 
wards Erie, the remainder bv the system of diminished 
lifts win require 68 locks with an average lift of 8i feet. 
On the MeadviOe side, the number will probably not 
exceed two of the 10 feet lift, and about four with di- 
minished Efts to the second feeder, (at the end of the 
34 mOes) after which about five more will bring the line 
to Benner's mill. 

The practical utility of this system will not greatly 
jfiiferlrom that of a system of 10 feet locks except that 
It will requite oh the part of each boat about 1-6 or 1-7 
HMire time in performing the total lockage of the line; 
as to the cost, it will be about ten dollars per foot great- 
er. Astothepracticabittty howeTer, soiarasthe sup- 
ply of water » eoncemed, I have no hesitation in giving 
n^ opinion in its fevor. 

An apprehension having sometimes been Expressed 
as to the decfivity on the Erie side being too great for 
flia locki^e^ it may be proper to add* that no £fficulty 
wQl be expM4enced on this account. It may be in the 
power of the engineer, indeed, in an extreme ease, to 
«MBtract as many as 17 or 18 loftks on a mile, and yet 
preserve their perfect independence, and this it is pre- 
aomed is a much more rapid lockage than can be re- 
qmred on any pai*t of the fine alhided to. 

One further remark may also be made in connection 
with this subject as regards the Conneaut route, via: 
1M fhrni the smallness of the supply of water, to be 
<ibtained from French creek, and the necessary length 
of the feeder, (which is fireouently found more expen- 
mt of water than the canal itself,) it is not probable 
that a efficiency could be commanded on the summit 
fer the aapply of a canal by that route. 

All which is respectfiilly aobmittod, 

D. B. DOUGLASS, iVo/</£^. 



BioeaATKiCAL NoncB or SAMUEL ElfL^N, M. D. 

By Charies D. Meiga, M, Di 

Frtm the North Amariean Medical and SurgiealJbumai 
for Ju^, 1828. 
DiEDj on the 17th of April, 1828^ in the 39th year of 
his age, Sxxubl Exxkx, Jr. If. D. Secretary of the Col- 
lege of Physicians of Philadelphia, and one of the Phy- 
sicians to the Pennsylvania Hospital. 

This is the third time since the establishment of our 
Journal, that we have been called upon to record the 
decease of worthy and valuable members of our profes- 
sion in this city. Ewiko was taken from the midst of us 
just at the ihoment when his talents and virtues had be- 
gun to render his name fiuniliar to the public ear asaria- 
ing and successful physician; the venerable Doctor 
Gmirrrrrs, at the close of a long life of successfiil devo- 
tion to the humane duties of ro^icine had crowned hini 
with reverence and popular respect; and now again, the 
ineproachahle ExLxir, having slowly surmounted the 
first difficulties in the way of professional reputation, is^ 
by an inscrutable decree of Divine Providence, snatcl^ 
ed from his family, his friends^ aifd the art, which he 
seemed bbm to honour and advance by his industry, 
abilities^ and exemplary life and conversation. 
^ We have been commanded by the Kappa Lambda So- 
ciety < of which he was a valued member and officer, to 
prepare a sketch of his life for this number of its Jour- 
nal; and in obeying this command, we hope that our 
feelings of personal attachment to him may not lead ua 
to muM any false estimate of his many virtues^ or to 
overrate his acknowledged abilities. We sincerely de* 
sire at least to say nothing more than the simple truth in 
regard to our deceased member. 

Such ia the nature of our calling, that few physicians, 
whose lives have been short of half a century, have been 
able to funush considerable materials for the pen of tbe 
biographer. Baolivj, Sauitdxrs, Bicbat, and some 
others, furnish rare exceptions to the rule; and even their . 
lives are rather to be read in the works they have left as 
bequests to posterity, than in the events they witnessed, 
or the transactions in which they were personally engag- 
edi The peacefuh, quiet and unobtrusive tenor of even 
a good physician's life, affords, for the most part, but lit» 
tie scope for details^ or description; since good sense, 
fiuthful discharge of duty, charitableness, inflexible in- 
tegrity, christian piety, all that renders a man int^er 
vitsB Bcelerisoue purue, may be possessed in the highest 
degree, without affbnUng very striking features for such 
an article. What says the poet ^ 

Full many a gem of purest ray acrmt^ 

The dark uniathom'd caves of ocean bear; 
Full many a flower is bom to blush unseen. 
And waste its stoeetness on the desert air. 
But those g^ms that are concealed in tlief*9|ep caves 
of the sea, and the modest flowers that blossOMi m desert 
places, are not less bright, or sweety or admirable, be- 
cause they are not seen of the world — and those men, 
whose excellent and rare worth might make them th^ 
admiration of the age, are not the less admirable, i( 
with a virtuous modesty or christian humility, they retifji 
from the stark stare of the public, preferring to exercise 
in a quieter sphere their excellent virtoes, until confirm- 
ed by time and experience, they with more confidence 
may claim the high places of honour and respect Vir- 
tue, in their view, is not a meteor, to flash out bright^ 
and straightway be seen no more; for bad men occasion- 
ally do good actions; but it is a steady and a shining 
li|^t, whose beams are mild iit the orient, and grow 
broader and brighter and more beneficial, until they at- 
tain a meridian perfection and excellency. Those men 
only who pur9ue wisdom, and grow daily in goodness, 
are entitled to our admiration and praise. If such perw 
sons do not become what is called great, it is because 
circumstances make men great, and not that grMt men 
creato circumstances for ^emselves. Such gcmoa and 
No. 29. 



Digitized by 



Google 



10 



BIOGRAPHICAL NOTICE OF SAMURL EMLEN, M. D. 



Jvit 



public virtues as are found to be common and almost 
trite in times of great political convulsions and rcTolu- 
tionsy ought not to be considered as rare or uncommon 
tmoRg* mon; for multitudes of persons pass their lives in 
lale tnides, or squander their time in humble pursuits, who 
only require favourable cii-cumstances to enable them to 
advance science, adorn the arts, or fill the rolb of fame 
with the history of glorious actions: the same is true of 
physicians, whose greatness oftener depends on contin- 
gencies than on their own pre-emincnt-qualilications, The 
occuirence of terrific epidemics, or fortunate appoint- 
nients to public stations, are frequently the causes' which 
lift men far above their eqtials in talent or worth. 

After all it might be asked, what is it that makes men 
worthy of imitation when living, and of reverence and 
regjret when dead' He only is admirable who be^ns 
life with unchangeable resolves to discharge his relative^ 
social, and religious duties, and who in the course of that 
Kfe, brings constantly up to the mark in peHbrroance, 
what be had aimed at as .the prize in promise. The 
tommon fault is, that men gd on by a sort of ruk of 
chance-medley, have no fixed or predetermined objects 
or motives, and pelding to the impulse of events, are 
ever swaying up and down, and come therefore to no- 
thing good. A man may begin with a general resolution 
that he will lead a moral life^ but he is not half so apt to 
escape the snares of temptation, as he who firmly deter- 
termines to eradicate from his soul the particular seeds 
of pride, envy, malice, avarice, &c.» The very definite- 
ness of the plan ensures its fulfilment. 

In the death of Dr. Emlsbt we have suffered the loss 
of a man who Understood well, and discharged in a high 
degree, his professional, social, and religious obligations 
—who had forced his way by sheer merit, without an 
ipta of false pretences or shrewd policy, into the public 
fkvour. 

Dr. EiCLsir was bom in Chester county, state of Penn- 
sylvania, on the 6th of March, 1789. As springfing from 
one of the oldest and most respectable families of the so- 
ciety of Friends, he received, of course, in his early 
education, all the advantages which their strict example 
and sedulous inculcation of good morals could bestow. 
His education was chiefly English, but as it was carefully 
snperintcndedi he had in it a solid foundation of know- 
tedf^i on which he afterwards erected a considerable 
structure of various and available information. Th^ flash 
atid g^weaw of education were never very desirable nor 
pleasing m his eyes, inasmuch as he knew them to be 
unessentials in managing the solid and stem concerns of 
tifet and herein he confotmed to the practice of the reli- 
gious body of which he was a member, who^ though 
tney despise not many of the elegpant pursuits of litera^ 
ttire, and oflen combine in a high deg^e the agreeable 
with the useful, are more ^ven to the latter than to the 
' former. Dr. Exlxk's acquirements were more solid than 
specious, and produced in him those excellent fruits 
which have caused his death to be so much regretted. 

In the year 1808, having resolved to devote himself 
to the prdTessIon of medicine, he placed himself as house 
pupil with Dr. Piaaisu of this city, and under his roof, 
and with his example constantly before him, made rapid 
progress in his studies, to which by the testimony of his 
tesoier, be absolutely devoted himself. 

Under the roof of Dr. Paibish, and as a member of 
his family« Dr. Exlsx passed four years, during which, 
taviiig attended the lectures delivered in the Univer- 
sity by the professors Rusu, Wistaii, Bartow, Phisick, 
jAMSSy and Cote, he gfraduated M. D., and in June, 
1812, emb^kcd at New-York for England. 

Arrived at London in the month of July, he placed 
himself in the vicinity of one of the great hospitals, 
where he sedulously endeavoured to acquire Che great- 
est amount of practical and surgical knowledge. Attend- 
ance on hospital practice, on lectures by the celebrated 
individuab whose reputation had attracted him thither, 
oonversatioB wit^ celebrated men, to the houses of many 
of whom fie had ^e sik) familiar accessrand visits to ob- 



jects which interest the nun of science or the philanthro- 
pist, kept his mind on the stretch; and he accumulated 
a large stock of information, of which he noted down the 
heads in his journal, which we have perused with gpreat 
satisfaction, as afllbnling evidence of the diligence with 
which he employed himself even at that period. 

The declaration of war by the United States against 
Great Britain, which reached London soon after his arri- 
val, placed no obstacles in the way of his studies while ifl 
the metropolis. 'I'he detention it occasioned gave him 
an opportunity, however, of making an extensive tour 
through England, Ireland, and Scotland, the history of 
which is detailed with considerable naivete in his jour* 
nal. At length the obstacles to his visit to Paris wcr^ 
removed, and after a residence of fourteen months irt 
the island, he reached that city about the time of the 
emperor's return from Leipsig. 

^ His stay in London, and his frequent access to thA^o- 
ciety of the most eminent physicians, surgeons, and lec- 
turers, had increased his stock of knowledge, while the 
elegant society in which he moved, although it never 
abolished the gravity of his carriage, or the serious and 
sententious style of his conversation, imparted never- 
theless to his manners that urbane cast, which is far 
more estimable and trustworthy than the false and hearty 
less elegance of mere fashionable intercourse. They 
were marked by the gentleness, self possession, and- 
confidence Wliicli l>clong to the gentleman. 

In Paris, though daily attracted by the extraordinary 
events of that wonderful period of history. Dr. Emlen 
continued to attend mainly to the objects of his visit. — 
The battles fought in the vicinity filled the hospitals 
with soldiers siiffering under every species of military 
accidents, which he carefully iitudied. 

As we have no events of liis history while in France, 
demanding k particular relation, we need here only state 
that af\er the surrender of the French capital he re- 
tiuTied to London in June, from whence he proceeded 
to Holland, and came home in the corvette John Adams 
as the bearer of despatches to the Government, aflcr ait 
absence of nearly two years and a half. 

Soon after his arrival he commenced the practice of 
physic, and was elected one of (he physicians to the 
Philadelphia Dispensary; an excellent school of practice 
through which most of tlie eminent practitioners here 
have passed. 

In 1819 he resigned this station, in consequence of in- 
creasing occupations;, soon af\er which he was elected 
to be one of the managers, and finally, afler tlie death 
of his revered fnend Dr. GriflStts, became secretary to 
that charity. 

During the year 1819, when the yellowfevcr prevail- 
ed along the water margin of the city. Dr. Emlen wa» 
secretary to the Board of Health, and made those obser- 
vations, of which the fhiit is to be found in his valuable 
paper on yellt)w fever published in the last numbei* of 
this Journal. 

As member of the Board of Guardians of the Poor, as 
physician to the Magdalen Asylum, the Orphan Asvluro, 
and the Friends* Asyhim for the Insane, he established 
broadly and deeply the foundations of a reputation^ 
which tended daily to raise him in public 'esteem. 

lie was an efficient and respected member of the 
Kappa Lambda Society; and the Journal of that Asso- 
ciation is much indebted to him for the usefulness and* 
reputation it has attained. He succeeded Dr. Griffitts 
as secretary to the College; of Physicians, and to his 
zeal is undoubtedly owing much of the I'encwed activity : 
and efficiency which marks the present course of that 
institution. 

In 18'25 lie was elected one of the physlci.ins to the 
Pennsylvarvia Hospital, an office to which he was annu- 
ally re-elected, a sufficient proof of the assiduity and 
ability with which he discharged the functions of that 
honourable and very responsible situation. 

This excellent man sat not down contented with the 
discharge of his merely professional duties. He had ac- 
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quired very Bolemn iiimre8«on»of tbe mugnitude of the 
evils which the vice of drunkenoess has broug-ht on the 
country* and few persons, althougfh much attention has 
been given to it by some of the foremost men of the 
time, had accumulated more of statistic knowledge on 
the point than himself. In the organization of the Penn- 
^Ivania Society for Discouraging^ the use of Ardent Spi- 
nti^ as well as in its administration as Manager, he took 
4 very active and discreet part. 

Dr. Bmlen's private businesf^ ocoapied a very larsfe 
diare of his time. It had augmented rapidly daring the 
fast few years of his fife, so that, with his public and pri- 
vate afiairs^ he had Uttle leisure for visits of ceremony, 
or for any waste of that time which in hb eyes was so 
vahiable. 

We have said that a phyncian's life for the most part 
fiiroiahea few materials for the biographer: and yet, 
could we trace step by step so good a man's walk; be- 
hold him as he carried into the haunts of sickness, pain 
and despair, the healing influences of his function; see 
him at the bed ade of the declining and dying, calling 
the careless or aroaied senses to a just consideration of 
the duties of the creature towards the Creator; could 
we feel each throb of that sympathizing heart, or sum up 
ti^e numerous alms-givings of that ever open hand, — 
what more should we need of events, to grace his memo- 
ry or make his history interesting? The mad ambition 
a a conqueror may drive his headlong squadrons from 
tae Granicus to the Indus over prostrate rights and 
bleedir.^ bodies— may gather trophies, and wear them; 
but in the eye of sober reason and reflection, such ai-e 
not half so lovely, so good, so beneficial in their day as 
the ceaseless and noiseless triumphs of a g^ood physi- 
dan, whose Christianity adorns and at the same time is 
lUustrated by a blameless life. 

Dr. Emlen was a christian: those who knew him will 
appreciate this praise. His religious diary, commenced 
in 1823, was continued up to the day preceding the in- 
vanon of his last illness, and contains a faithful, candid 
transcript of liis feelings and views concerning the im- 
morti^ hopes and desires that he experienced. It af- 
fords the evidence of that strained anxiety for improve- 
jneht in morals, which be seems to have made a regular 
part of his phm, and of wliich '^e never lost sight in his 
conduct or conversation. We ought to remark that 
4»ring his absence in Europe, he had been so much in 
Ae world as to have omitted some degree of that rigid 
observance of plainness that marks the dress and man- 
ners of Friends; but as his mind began to be more and 
more impressed with his religious obligations, he became 
more confbrmed to the practice of his society. His di- 
«ry has an entry relating to the change he had effected 
\b drcas and demeanour, which was made fbr the pur- 
pose of enabling him, with less embarrassment or in- 
^cnifi$tency, to live up to the requisitions of his con- 
icience. 

He quotes an observation, "we become christians 
inore meedily by changing that which is within than 
tM wmch is without;'^ and subjoins, that in order to 
enable him to restrain his conduct with less hesitation 
widiia the bounds of the cross, and feel as thougli he 
h«d no plea for appearing to act as a worldly man, he 
had assumed tliat plainness of stile which he doubtless 
tonaidered as cuatomaiy and useful aids in the christian 
Vnrfiffe. 

In the year 1819, he married Beulah Valentine, who 
vasKke himtelf a member of the Friends' Society. In 
the tenderrelations which this union produced, he found 
the purest sources of happiness. To his children he 
bore an dfection that might be called pasrionate. We 
Vfemtm^ to say that the fire of parental love glowed in 
lis breaat with redoubled intenseness, perhaps because 
if the habitual restraint under wJiicb he was accustomed 
te tow his passions: how lamentable must have seemed 
the »tn>ke which divided him in this world from the care 
and watchfulness over his children, which appeared to 
he, f5pr l^m, the best part of existence. Nevertheless, 



in committing his family, as he did, on his death bed, to 
the providential care of hi* Maker, he seemed to ha'Te 
acquired a calmness and submission that permitted no 
murmuring word to escape his lips, nor allowed of one 
sign of impatience or wilfulness, to express his un^l- 
lingfness to meet that fate for which he was prepared by 
a blameless life. 

From the American Mescal Review, 
CASE OF A HORNED WOMAN. 

BliBLBoaouGO, Montgomery Co. (Pa.) 10th July, 1836. 

Dear Sir^^l take the liberty of forwarding for your 
perusal the following case of an horned woman, hoping 
that from its very rare occurrence, it may not prove un- 
acceptable. The account may be relied on, aa many 
others besides myself have seen her, and as she rendet 
but five miles distant from this place. 

Mrs. B — , aged about seventy years, the wife of a fiir- 
mer of Bucks county, of a robust constitution, was af« 
fected four years ago with a very troublesome itching 
over the centre of the parietal bone of the left side. In 
a short time she perceived a hard tumour of a homy 
structure occupying the place thus affected, which con- 
tinued to increase, so that by the end of twelve months 
it had attained the length of one inch. Without anv 
considerable pain, it has progressed in its growth an inch 
every year, and is at present four inches in length, and 
as thick as one's little finger. It is not attached to the 
bone, but is evidently an affection of the cuticle, com- 
mencing with a granular iiour-glass-shaped tumour of 
three-eighths of an inch in length, from which th^ l^qm 
abruptly rises. After growing straight for one inch and 
three quarters, it takes a spiral direction, and hat com- 
pleted nearly a circular turn and a half horizontally, of 
about the diameter of a quarter dollar piece. In appear- 
ance it so closely resembles the horn of a buck sheepi 
that was it placed near a real sheep's horn, it would be 
difHcuU to distinguish between them. It is of the same 
colour, a dingy yellow: is as perfectly hard,, and has aH 
the rings natural to a horn of that animal, tapering also 
as it does, to the end. As it occasions no pain, except 
when a blow compresses its fleshy base between the 
horn and the bone; — as it is perfectly concealed by her 
head dress, and on account of what is of far more mo- 
ment with her, a superstitious belief that it is a judg- 
ment from above, for some of her manifold tint, she re- 
sists all persuasion to have it removed. 

With sentiments of gratitude, I am yours, 8tc. 
Dr. B. Rush Rhees. GEO. R. MOUTQN. 

[The Hon. William Keith, Esq. had been appointed 
Govr. by ye Proprietor tath ctmaent of yt Crowns aa the 
Charter required. Mr. Penn Junr. after his fiither*! 
death, had given him a Commissn as Govr. tvithosd that 
Consent; Kiith doubted the Propriety of acting under 
it, and stated the case to Secry Craggs, who submitted 
it to the Lds Justice and they to the Lords of Trade and 
Plantations; upon this occi^sion the following Letter WM 
written, and Keith's Struples approved.] 

Extract from a Letter from the Ltirds Commissiahersfit 
Trade and Flaniations f dated WhUehall Jufy 2lti^ 
1719," and signed, "7. Cheiwynd, Ckarles (iok, 7! 
Pelham, Martin €taden,J to iJie IjordiJMeeaofEng* 
land. 

"We think it our Duty, upon this Occasion, to acquaint 
your Excellencies, that we have been informed there 
was fonnerly an agreement made between her late ma- 
jesty and iMr. Penn for this Province, and that Mr. Penm 
did receive part of the money in pursuance of the odd 
agreement; We are not able to judge how far it may 
suit with the present Condition of bis Majesty's affaini 
to compleat this agreement; but we cannot help think- 
ing, that all occasions should be laid hold on to recover 
at least the Dominion of all the Proprietaiy Colonlet 
into the Hands of the Crown. "—.AMordSi of Owneil, 
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EXTRACTS OF AN ORATION 
Delivered at the Church in Manat/unk, July 4y 1828, 
by Dr. J, A. Elkintow. 
* * * Let us look back fbr a moment and compare 
the condition of our country at this time, with what it 
was twenty years ago. I well remember^ at the winter 
fire-ade, hearing- my father recount the dangers and the 
trials in crossing the Allegheny, and the almost insur- 
mountable difficulties which he and his. fellow travellers 
experienced in 1800, during a western expedition, i The 
high and imposing summit of the mountain threatening 
to overwhelm them on one side, and the deep daring 
precipice, which looked down hundreds of feet over 
rocks and sharp ledges of stone, on the other. 

No turnpike which now levels the irregularities of the 
mountain with that of the plain, was known to. them at 
that time. 

What were the resources of the fiu^mer who inhabited 
the upper counties along the head waters of the Sus- 
/quehanna? And how appalling were the prospects of 
the husbandman in that quarter, in obtaimng a ready 
market for the produce of his soil. 

When the waters of the Schuylkill moaned their use- 
^essness, and those of the Susquehanna kncv no attkch- 
ment to its sister stream. Now mark the connection^ 
one long chain of eanab links together the different 
streams; and the hearts of the people, like their waters, 
;are mingled in peace. 

Of what utility was the discovery of the coal mines at 
Mauch Chunk, or the endless supply of that valuable 
article of commerce, in the mines of Mount Carbon. Si- 
tuate more than a hundred miles from the place of its 
principal consumption in regard to domestic purposes, 
tow was the citizen to be benefitted by the disclosure 
of this important provision of Providence, secreted in 
the bowels of the earth, for the comfort of, and left to 
be developed by, the industry and ingenuity of Tnan- 
kind. The immense quantity of coal which is deposit- 
ed beneath the surface of the earth is truly astonishing. 
Applied to the purposes of fuel, the stone coal is con- 
summ^ day after day in invaluable quantities; and so 
igreat is the store laid up for our use, that there is no 
probabilitjr of its being exhausted for ages yet to come. 
Supposing Its formation to be owing to the deposition 
of manne animal matter, as is asserted by some, the same 
process must be still going on; and the inmost recesses 
of the present seas, may be receiving the materials of 
fuel, for the inhabitants of new continents in the most 
remote period of the world. 

'^Nature profusely g^od, with wealth o'erflows. 
And still IS pregnant, tho* she still bestows." 
The question is answered by a knowledge of the great 
trade of the Schuylkill canal, and by the mcilitated ad- 
vantages of the rail road at Mauch Chunk. * 

Look too at the advantages derived in New York aa 
well as in this state from canals. Where the forest late- 
ly frowned, now the ploughshare glitters, and the har- 
vests wave in verdant beauty! Where the dark and 
impenetrable ravine affiiglited the traveller, the song of 
the husbandman now cheers him on his way! Swamps 
of lonely dreariness are changed to rich and lovely land- 
scapes, and the march of human industry treads gently 
over their surface, and silently proclaims the civilization 
of the west The howl of the retreating wolf, and the 
midnight shriek of the panther, are usurped by the 
morning song of birds! Such are some of the fruits of 
internal improvements, by the medium of canals. 

Who is the man among this large collection of peo- 
ple, that credited the prophecy, or would have suppo- 
sed that America twenty years ago, would be able at 
this time to supply her own wants in all the various 
branches of Manufactures? 

Contemplations and prospects like tiiese, elevate the 
feelings, cement the affections, ennoble our national cha- 
racter, and create in us a spirit of unusual industry, gua- 
ranteeing independence of all foreign countries adike 
honouh£le and dignifying. 



Our domestic manufactures, our canals, our rail roads» 
progressing as they do, and as we do as a nation, backed 
by the powerful dependence of a vast and fertile terri- 
tory, kindles in us a sensation truly republican, a spirit 
of enterprise and patriotic pride, which holds forth the 
bold prospect of triumph and ultimate success. 

We will take for example a brief sketch of our own 
village, analyse the circumstances of what b before uv 
and take a retrospect of the past. 

I am indebted to Mr. Andrew Young, for the fbUow^ 
ing animated descriptioh, which was published some 
months ago, contiuning a list of the Factories in the or* 
der which I shall g^ve them. 

The changes which enterprise and capital are effect- 
ing in every portion oi our country, are in many instaiu 
ces so rapid, as to appear almost beyond the limits which 
we are accustomed to prescribe to the efforts of humaa 
labor, and to make us think that the story , of the lamp 
of Abiddin, by which he manag^ to erect a palace in 
the course of the night, is not so wonderful a matter,, aa. 
we were wont to con»der it 

It seems comparatively but a few months since, in our 
&vorite ramble along the banks of the SdiuylkUl, for 
half a dozen miles above the city, we were accustomed' 
to meet with nothing more imposing than a gcntieman'k 
country seat, or an occasional farmi house. To hear 
nothing save perhaps the heavy sound of a flail, wielded 
by somA^ veteran thresher; or the clampurings of truant 
urchins, as the^ sported upon the bosooi of our placid 
and romantic nver. But now five miles from Philadel- 
phia, where calm waters reflected only the stately ches* 
nut or nodding cedar, we have the broad shadow of tha 
cotton factory, and the swift rushing of the water as it 
hurries away from the mill wheel. The whole scene i». 
changed. A flourishing and populous village has risen, 
up suddenly, and where we but lately paused to survey 
the simple beauties of the landscape, the sloping hUlj, 
the green woods, and the winding river, the eye is ar- 
rested by the less romantic operations of a manufactur- 
ing community, and the ear filled with the noise of ten 
thousand spindles." The following is a list of the es- 
tablishments as they were six months ago. 

Ist Richards, Rush, & Co^s cotton hcXxny is the up«, 
per mill, has 3,300 spindles^ and 60 power looms, maiiu-> 
fiictures 10,000 yards per week, employs 115 hands. 

2d. Is a grist mill, belon^g to Schmickand Goi^gas,, 
manufactures 300 barrels of flour per week, employs 5 
hands. 

3d. Mr. Rowland's mill, for g^nding and polishini^ 
saws; employs 9 hands. 

4th. Mr. C. Hagner's mill, grinds drugs, cards m^ 
spins wool, and fulls cloth; emplovs 20 hands. 

5th.' Mr. Darrach's mill, manufkctures wool fbr hats, 
in one part, and cards and spins worsted in the otiiert- 
part; employs 55 hands. 

6th. Mr. Rising's mill, has 2000 cotton spindles, ami 
30 power looms; employs 75 hands. 

Tth. Mr. Brooks' mill, has 8 power looms in one part,^ 
manufactures patent wool for beds in the other part;, 
employs 12 hands, (hais 400 spindles now in operation. ) 

8th. Mr. McDowell's mill, mamifactures paper in omo. 
part, and has 1000 cotton spindles in the other part^ em-. 
ploys 45 hands. 

9th. Bone, Laguerenne, and Keating's cotton vcaXk^ 
has 4,500 spindles, and 120 power looms, manufiusturen 
20,000 yards per week; employs 215 hands. 

10th. Mr. Morris' mill, has 3,364 cotton spindles, em- 
ploys 75 hands. This mill is nowjponducted by its pre- 
sent owner, Mr. Wagner. 

Making 636 hands employed in the manual operations 
of the mills. 

In addition to the above list, there is now biiikling^» 
and will be completed this season — 

1st. By Mark Richards, Esq. a rolling mill, and nail 
factory, adjoining the cotton factory. 

2d. By Mr. Ship pen of Philadelphia, three other fac* 
tones, whose use is not at present ascertained. 
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3d. By Mr. Eckstein, a large paper mill, which will 
'Require 40 hands. > 

4th. By Moses Hay, a mill for the manufacturing of 
iroollen and worated goods. 

A friend has politely furnished me with the following 
interesting infoi-mation : — 

"Capt John Towers' was the flrst mill started on the 
bank — began running November 10th, 1819. 

Mr. Isaac Baird was the first to start manufacturing. 
The first child bom in this village was Christiana Mar- 
^garet Baird, bom January 23d, 1820. 

The name of ManayuTik, is intended as the Indian 
luune of the river Schuylkill. But on the authority of 
Pet^r A. Buponceau, Esq., the name ought to be Mana- 
junkj signifying in the Delaware language, daughter of 
rirer»— meaning it was one of the daughters of the river 
pel&ware. 

Other buildings of less majgnitude are going up in 
Vrery direction. Some have it, that a town to be called 
Jacksonville, is in agitation, at the upper end of Mana- 
yunk. ^ 

There is at this time a constant demand for mechanics 
j6f every description, and jgood wages offering for la- 
bourers, by the people of this place. Stone masons 
particularly, miU-wrights, machine-maker^ and carpen- 
ters, would all find plenty of employment here at this 
time. There is also a demand for hands in the facto- 
ries. The folloi>ring notice which has appeared in tlie 
Philadelphia papers, expresses the thriving state in 
which every branch of business is gfoing on: ** In addi- 
tion to the g^at demand which at present exists in the 
interior of the state for labourers to complete the canal 
"contracts, we leam from a gentleman well situated to 
jud^, that the manufactories in the vicmity of the city 
are in want of hands, *■ mule spinners' aitd weavers in 
particular) may make g^ood wages, the former fbout two 
dollars per day."'* 

What can be more gratifying te the advocate o^ na- 
tional independence^ Und the friend of domestic im- 
provement than to b&hold an arrangement of factories 
taoimated by hundreds of inmates who attend to the ope- 
rations of the machiM^ry. 

This church yet unfinished, b tlie imposing monu- 
knent of the growing state of religion and morals among 
Vm. Here the precepts of the gospel a^ reg^arly ad- 
kiunistcred. 

I shall doubtles be excused if in this place I call to 
your remembrance, the indefatigable exertions of our 
Absent and mutual friend, the Rev. Mr. Van Cleef. He 
first consecrated these walls, with the wholesome ti-uths 
of* religious instruction. Having in view the welfare of 
his fellow men, he enforced in language not 80(^ to be 
foi^otteo, the g^eat and unerring principles of religion 
and virtue. To his labours we may deservedly attribute 
the improving state of mwality and religion in this place. 
His services will not g^ unrewarded. The people of 
Mailayunk will continue to remember him with feelings 
<rf'love and gratitude. While we unite in the expres- 
sion ckf universal regret for the necessity of iiis leaving 
uSf wc are all eager to acknowledge an exalted and un- 
feigned appreciation of his professional abilities and 
rignteotisness, as well as an unqualified admiration and 
love lor his talents and virtue.f 

• TTie committee consider themselves authorized to 
c<mtnKlict the publication which speaks of ** mule spin- 
ners" n»aking two dollars per day. In the vitinity of 
the city *'mule spinners" can make on an average from 
six to' nine dollars per week." 

f Wc are correctly informed that the Uev^ Mr. Sears, 
of Piiiladelpliia, was among the first to establish the 
cfattreb. Aided by some of his friends in the city, as 
well as with the co-operation of the people in this quar- 
ter, it has rapidly progressed. 

Mr. Sears officiated in the exercise of the ministry a 
Umg tinic before Mr. Van Cleef came to the place. He 
ftJlTcontijiucs his professional scrriccsamong us— prayer 



More than h'alf a million of dollars is invested in the 
manufacturing^ interest of this place. An average sum 
of ten thousand dollars is paid away every four wcektf 
for labour. The cash is put irt immediate circu- 
lation. It comes from the employer to the hands; fi-om 
the hands to the store-keeper, tlie butcher, the baker^ 
the taylor, the shoemaker, the truck merchant, and the 
doctor all get their share. A new ahd vigorous spring 
is given to every thing. 

By a recent census the population of Manayunk 
amounts to thirteen hundred and ninety. four souls. It 
is sup]5osed that two thousand people subsist at thiit 
time out of the operations and improvements, that are 
goin^ on within the boundaries of Manayunk. The 
whole tillage is a kind of theatre, in which hundreds bf 
people, composed of different countries are g^uped 
together, and each performs his part. In addition to thb. 
church, there is a school for free and pay scholars of 
both sexes; bendes several other seminaries of Ifcatll* 
ing. t The ** Roxborough Lodge" constitutes a promi- 
nent part of our local improvements, and may be consi- 
dered a valuable acquisition to the place. In its govern- 
ment, good order and harmony, with a remarkable de- 
gree of brotherly Section, characteristic of the frater- 
nity, is found to exist. It is equally respectable with 
other similar institutions. 

To what does Manayunk owe all this raipid and pros- 
perous advancement? Six years ago, in a state of em- 
bryo, and comparative nothingness, no enterprising tr». 
veller sought the shores of the Schuylkill in tliis direc- 
tion. Now wfe are becoming the wonder of the old, as 
well as of the new world. Rising up in a remarkable 
manner, we have received the appropriate and highly 
cotnplimentarjr appellation, of the Manchester of Amcr-' 



meetings and the Sunday school, find in Mr. Sears a faiths 
ful advocate and a zealous friend. What we have said 
of Mr. Van Cleef, may be very justly applied to hb ac-^ 
knowledged friend and fellow labourer, Mr. Sears. 

^ A library has lately commenced among us, and 
promises to be a means of much usefulness andimprove^ 
ment It has already received unanticipated patronage 
and support — Authob. Fen, Gaz, 

JOHN SCOTT'S LEGACY. 
Joen^ ScoTT^ Chemist, late of Edinburgh, by his will/ 
made in the year 1816, bequeathed the sum of four 
thousand dollars in the fimded three per cent, stock of 
the United States, to the Corporation of the city of Phi- 
ladelphia, to the intent, ''tliat the interest and divi- 
dends to become receivable thereon, should be laid out 
in premiums to be distributed among ingenious men and 
women, who make useful inventions, but no such pre-* 
miums to exceed twenty dollars; and that thcrewiUi 
shall be given a copper medal with this inscription : ^ 7^ 
the mast deserving.* " The Select and Common Coun- 
cils, by an ordinance passed November 22d, 1821, in- 
tmsted " The PhUadehhiH Shdetv for promoting JSgriculm 
tiiret" witli the distribufidn of tne aforesaid premiums 
and medals, for the term of five years; and on the 25tH 
January, 1827, they renewed the ordinance for a further 
period of seven years. Successive committees of the 
Society were appointed to attend to the business, by 
which the followmg premiums have been awarded. 

1822. 

I. To Samuel Goodwin, for a Front Door Lock — 
twenty dollars. 

n. To Dr. James Ewing, for a Screw-cock Hydrant — 
a medal and twenty dollars. 

HI. To Coleman Sellers, for a simple and effectual 
Cupping Instmment — a medal and twenty dollars. 

IV. To Thomas Baraitt, for a press to force out the 
unnecessary quantity of tar absorbed by yam, in the 
manufiicture of cordage—a medal and twenty dollars. 

V. Tcr Isaac Conard, of Lampeter township* Lancaa- 
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ter oOttnt/y PtnnsylTimia, for a nmpk tnd efiectiud Bar- 
row to j^u^t Indiaii com— a medal and twen^ doUan. 

VI. Ttf George Haider, for two Drilli, one for pota> 
toef ami otte for leeda— ten doUnn. 

VII. To Wm. Shotwell, for an easjr garden weeder— 
five ddtiari. 

VUt. T0 Robert WeHbrd and Jamea H. Deai, for an 
improved plane with frictiotileM rollen, for planing 
lloort— a itiedal and twenfy doUara. . 

IX. To Darnel NeilU for a Vertical Printing P r eM a 
medal and tuirentyr dollars 

X. To Jaroet Gardette, deiittit, for three mechanical 
improremehift in hia profession; which are highlr com> 
mended In Europe aiid the United States^ and for a 
simple L^er ins^-iiment, for the easjr and expeditious 
extraction 6f teeth, and stumps of teeth->a medal and 
twenty doHlM. 

XI. To Joriatiian NichoHs^ of Providence, Rhode Is- 
land, for a portable Citfna|(e Spring Seat— a medal and 
twenty douars. 

XII. To John lleer, for k Razor Strop— a medal and 
twenty dollars. 

Xin. To Mrs. Fnuuses Jones, for an improvement 
in the apparatus for makingpatent lint— twenty dollars. 

XIV. To Benjamin FW)rniuth, for a very ingenious 
Chamber Ahum Bell, which can bte attached to a watch 
—a medbd and five dollars. 

XV. To John C. Jenckes, of. Providence, Rhode Is- 
land, for an Apparatus io enable ^rsons wiih fractured 
limbs to be moved in their po^tibfiik in bed, without in- 
JQiT— a medal and twenty dollari. 

182r. 

XVI. To Robert Eastman, of Brunswick, Maine, for 
an Improved Rotanr Saw-machine, for sawing cUp 
boards—* medal and twenty dollars. 

XVn. To Joseph Woodhouse, of Otsego county, N. 
York, for a Paper-eotting Macliine— a medal and tn^ent^ 
dolhirs. 

XTUI. To Abraham Corl, of Pugh town, Chester 
county, Pennsylvania, for a Drill for clock and watch- 
maker's woik— a medal and twenty dollars. 

XIX. To Joel Taylor, of Danbunr, Connecticut, for 
an Apparatus for dying Hats— a medal and twenty dol- 
lars. 

XX. To Daniel Powles, of Baltimore, for a Bedstead 
which can be put up and taken down by any person, 
«winff to the peculiar construction of the joints, and is 
proof agtinst insects. 

XXI. To Danl. Powles, for a Stirrup; which efiectual^^ 
prevents the foot from sticking, in case a person is 
tfirown fnm a horse — a medal and twenty dollars. 

XXII. To James Cooper and Thomas Bamitt, for a 
Hat-finishing Apparatus— a medal and twenty dollars; 

XXni. To the Messrs. Terhoeyen, brothers,' of Phila- 
delphia county, for aw Apparatus which winds the nlk 
IVom the cocoons, and twists and doubles it at one ope- 
ntaon— a medal and twenty doUars. 

All the inventions for which premiums have been 
awarded, are in actual use, and hij;hly approved of. 

The Committee invariably require certificates of the 
originality ami utility of the inventions^ w improve- 
mento §&r which claims fin* premiums have been made: 
and descriptions of them correctly written; and inr clear 
language, accompanied by drawings in perspective, and 
in detMl when necessary to illustrate them. Modielk of 
•ome of the fiircgoing machines are in poasesnon of the 
Sodety, and the operation of most of them have been 
witnessed by the committee. Where the invention is a 
c om position of matter, specimens of the ingredients, and 
offlie composition of matter sufficient in q^uantityfor the 
pu ipo se of experiment, and to preserve in the cabinet 
of the Sodety, are required. To these rules of conduct, 
th^» during the Ust year, added the following, for the 
purpose of afibrding every posnble chance of detecting 
any attempt at interference on the part of claimants, 
wMi the sBTcattcmt of odien. After having satisfied 



tiiemsehres of the utifity of in invenlioo, and rtisohcd 
that it is woftiiy of a premium, they advotise tKMHt im 
three months it would be awarded, unless ssfisfiiotory 
testimony should m &e mean time be brought forward U^ 
prove its wi|nt of originality. This regulation, which 
It b believed is idtogiether novel, it u the inten^on of tho 
Committee to oontmue, as constitutin|^ the b^ guard 
in their power to ado|>t against deeeption. 
The present Committee consist or 

JAMES MEASE, M. D. 
Fiet Prmdeni of the PhiL Jg. Soe. 
ROBERT HARE, M. IT. . 
Prof, Chem. Uhh. Pom. 

JAMES RONALDSOK, 
Pre$kkni of the Franklin hutiitUe. 

S^ W. CONRAD, 
Ledultr on Minmdogy andJBatanjf, 
fFM, RUNDEL. 
WM. PHILUPS. 

TENTH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH. 

tifie comer stone of a new church, to be called %\it 
Tenth Presbyterian Church of Phihidelphia, was lisid oh' 
lEondav last, at the comer o^ Walnut and Twelfth sts; 
An address on the occasion wss delivered 5y the Rev. 
Dr. Green. The site for this tempfe H well ehosenV 
iktdt we are happy to add, that such arrangements b^vo 
been made by the enterprising gentlemen concerned in^ 
the work, as to secure its immecUate erection; 

The whole of the Union Canat Loan S00;000 doJktitif 
was taken at a premium of 4 per cent. 



^tO VMM WUMLS^ 

QCT^e commencement of a Aew vohibie, u a fiivor- 
able period for those who haVe not yet subscribed for, 
and who wish to possess, thfe ttegfister, to ftimish us witH' 
their nkmes. From an inspection of the VolOhie whicft 
h»i just closed, the plan of the work as well as tlie mah- 
ner in which it ha< been Conducted, may be ascertained. 
And those who are desirous df poisessing it from the 
commeneemeht, mky s6ltbe furnished, if application b^ 
soon made, eiUier in numbers, at the original subscript 
tion price, or bound,* at the additional price of the biikH 
ing. Public libraries may also* be supplied! With the 
first volume, and the numbers of foture volumes retajn'* 
,ed for them until the close of a volume and then bound 
and forwarded agreeably to directions. We need ftir- 
ther encouragement, to enable us to sustain thb wdrkr 
and we hope we shall not be disappointed, in our appeal 
to the public spirit of our citizens, to support and patron- 
ize a publication, expressly devoted to the develope- 
ment of the resources* of our state, and to the preserva* - 
tion of facts and documents relative to its history andf ' 
public improvements. No exertions on our part will be * 
spared to render the Register still more entitled to publtb 
patronage. 

The printing of the Index being not entirely finiibed^ 
its delivery roust be deUyed until early in the next week> 



Printed every Saturday morning by William F. Ge*. 
des, No. 59 Locust street, PhiUdelphia; where, and at 
the Editor's residence. No. ^51 Filbert street, subscrip- 
tions will be tbankfiUly received. Price five dolhurs per 
annum — ^payable in six montiis after the commencement 
of pubHcation-^HUidanmially, thereafter, by subscribers 
resident in or near the city— or where thm b an agent* 
Other mbioribers pay in advaMce.- 
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MINERALOGICAL NOTICES. 

In the absence of % tomplete g^eolog^cal description 
bf the State, which we hope soon to see accomplished; 
tiM wily method which at present suggests itself to us, 
to obtain a knowledge of the various mineral treasures 
vfaieh to large a section of country must contain, b to 
toUect the information, already possessed, from the va- 
tious publications and numerous individuals who have 
tttfncd their attention to the interesting and useful study 
«jf mineralogy. As a commencement on this subject, 
ire publish from tlie second part of vol. 1. of the Jour- 
nal of the Academy of Natural Sciences, (a work per- 
haps better known, in Europe tlian in this city where it 
it published) «an account of the minerals at present 
(1818) known to exist in the vicinity of Philadelphia 
hy Isaac Lea." Since that account was published, ma~ 
ky additions have no doubt been made to the catalogue' 
fw the completion of which, we must appeal to some of 
bur scientiiic friends. 

It is desirable that a cabinet be, somewhere formed, 
itt which a complete collection shall exist, of all the mi- 
ilenUt found in the State; and we know of no place so 
Mutable for this purpose as Harrisburg, the seat of gov- 
enunent; and it ought to be a STATE CABINET— 
cttablithedby the legislature; a suitable scientific per- 
*ob should have the care of it, and as far as opportimity 
bffert, demote a portion of his time to visiting the differ- 
tait sections of the State and collecting specimens and 
other information, which may in time be very useful in 
fonning a geological map of the State. The great 
Itumber of persons now employed on the different ca- 
nals and other public works; and the various sections of 
the country, which in the prosecution of those works 
•ra explore^, afford facilities to the legislature, for com- 
flwncing a cabinet of which advantage should be taken, 
by enlisting the services of the engineers and of others 
employed, requesting or requiring them to pay atten- 
iSoQ to the subject, ind forward to the cabinet whatever 
•ay be found worthy of preservation. Large contribu* 
tkmt would no doubt be made by the citizens generally. 
Xaeh county also might with advantage possess a county 
ctbtnet for the preservation of objects found within its 
Wunds, which being within a short distance of every 
Hui't home, would enlist his feelings and interests in its 
lbr«r, and the county would Soon become thoroughly 
larettigated. In our last volume, we furnished some 
acaount of an institution, established for this purpose in 
Watt Cheater, whose example is worthy of imitation by 
i«hcr coonties. In this city, the AcaAmy of Natural 
ft^cnc e, (whose joumtl we have noticed ab6ve) has 
eiiitej for seyeral years, aid thouf^ not appreciated 



here as highly as it merits, b probably as well known in 
Europe, and has done as much, if not more, by its jour- 
nal, to elevate the scientific character of our country 
abroad, as any other institution in the United States. In 
the various departments of natural science, it possesses 
a most extensive and valuable library. Its museum, is 
scientifically arranged, and its members are extremely 
devoted to the interests of the institution and of science. 
The building erected for the Swedenborgian cong^ga- 
tion, was a few years since purchased by the academy, 
and fitted up for the reception of its library and museum, 
and we know of few objects in the city more worthy of 
a visit from strangers than this institution. At all mee^ 
ings excepting on one evening cf each month strangers 
may be present, when introduced by a member. 

As a depositoiy for the natural proc^uctlons of the 
county, we would therefore recommend this institution. 
We have no doubt the Academy would gladly set apart 
a portion of their room for this special object, and ren- 
der any assbtance in the examination of the county, in 
their power. 

It is a reflection upon the scientific character 6f our 
country, that we have no national museum or institute 
at the seat of government, similar to those which reflect 
so much credit on some of the European governments, 
and contribute so much to the amusement and instruc- 
tion of strangers. The means for such an establishment 
are ample. The various public oflicers through the 
United States and those visiting foreign countries, might 
in a very short time, by their services and contributions, 
render such an institution very respectable and usefiil^ 
especially if public lecturers were appointed at the ex- 
pense of the government to mstruct and enlighten those 
who would no doubt resort to Washington for the pur- 
pose of attending the lectures. 

In the course of debate on the question of admitting 
iron free of duty for the use of rail roads; it was stated^ 
that a sufficient quantity could not be produced in the 
United States fbr the purpose, within the time fequired. 
We would be glad to know the quantity which may be 
produced annually in this state, and we solicit informa- 
tion, from those engaged in the manufacture of iron or 
who live in the neighbourhood of iron works, respect- 
ing the quantity of different kinds manufactured, the 
name of the works or owners; the mines from which 
the ore is obtained; the number of persons engaged in 
this business; the prices at the works, &c. &c. and we 
,wffl at some future period, furnish in this work as com- 
plete a list as we can 6btain.. The editors of newspa- 
pers throughout the state, would assist much by pub- 
U^ing this request in their papers and such information 
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ai they potseis refpecting^ the works in their neighbor- 
hood and forwarding the paper containing it, to the edi- 
tor of tibe Register of Pennsylvania at Philadelphia. 

Jn Jwnmt cf theMinenak at preserU known to exist in 
the vidniiy of Fhilade^hta, Br Isaac Lea. 
METALS. 
Bhie Carbonate of Copper. Cttivre carbonate bUu. M. 
This mineral occurs in minute crystals, and in very 
small quantities, of a beautiful dark blue colour, at the 
mines on Perkiomcn creek, about twenty-two miles 
north of the city. It is found in veins; with lead and 
zinc, in the old red sandstone formation. 
Vreen Carbonate of Copper. CxUvrt carbonate vert. H. 
Maiaehite. W. 
Occurs, both radiated and botiyoidal of an etnerald 
green colour. Locidity and geognosy same as the last 
species. 

Red Oxide of Copper. Cuivre oxidule. H. liuby Cop- 
per. W. 
Beautiful capillary crystals, translucent and of a bright 
red colour, hftve been lately discovered by Messrs. J. 
Lukens and B. Say, at the same place with the two for- 
mer specimens. 

Copper Pyr^tCt. Cuivre pyriteaux. H. Yetlnw Copper. 
Aiken. 
It occurs in amorphous masses, of a brass yellow co- 
lour and often externally iridescent, at Perkiomen, and 
on Chester creek, near a saw mill, three miles west of 
Chester, in Delaware county. At the latter place it ex- 
ists in quartz, accompanied with sulphuret bf oiolyb- 
dena. 

Mqgneiie Sulphuret ofhron. Fer mlphure ferrifere. H. 
This mineral occurs amorphous, in the hornblende 
rocks near the engine at Moms hill, and in small quan- 
'tities. 

Magnetie Oxide of Iron. Fer oxidule. II. Magnetic 
Iron Ore. W. 
We find this on the Schuylkill in small quantities, of 
a dark iron black, and possessing a slight metallic ap- 
pearance. It is strongly attracted by the magnet. A 
variety, known by the name of octaedral iron, should 
De mentioned here. It is crystalized in regular octaed- 
voM from one sixteenth to one half of an inch in diame- 
ter, dome of these crystals divided parallel to either 
face, and trafoposed or pa^y turned round, form ma- 
ples of triangular formed tables, with their three sides 
bevelled, each end being replaced with two faces in- 
clined towards each other. It occurs in larg^ qxiantities 
in the talc rocks of Chestnuthill, immediately on the 
Wichicou creek, eastern side, ten miles fi*om the city. 
Su^huret of Iron. Iron Pyrites. W. Fer tulpkure. H. 
In our hornblende rocks we fmd this mineral, gene- 
rally disseminated, but sometimes in the form of cijbes. 
It occurs also, at the mine near Chester, and at Perkio- 
men lead mines, crjrstallized in various form^ and fre- 
quently tarnished so as to present the appearance of 
other metals. 

Brawn Oxide of Iron. Hematite. W. Fer oxide Hema- 
tUe. H. 
This species of iron ore is found at Upper Dublin, 
about fifteen miles north of the city. It frequently oc- 
curs in geodes, the interior sides of which are perfectly 
black, and of a botryoidal, mammillary or corralloidal 
form: sometimes the cavity cont^ns sand. Its construc- 
tion proves it to be concretion. Some specimens have 
also been found on the Schuylkill. 
Scaly red Oodide of iron. Bed Iron Froth. W. Fer ob'gis- 
te btisimt. H. 
At the lead mines on the Perkiomen we find fine spe- 
cimens of this mineral. It occurs there in scaly parti- 
cles of a ncariy cherry red colour; soft to the touch, 
and soils- It is taken out of the vein with the kad, ge- 
ntrally inc(U«ting some other mineral. 



FoUaied Iron Ore. 
The iron- ore known by this name here, i 
occurs in qtiartz rocks, seldom thicker than the ci^fi 
of an inch, and appears to be a black oxide of utm. 
It is found at Chestnuthill and on the Wichicon. 
Jaspery Iron Ore. 
It occurs massive, m considerable quantities, in this 
road near Springmills. Its fracture is flat conchoidal, 
colour brownish. 

JirgiUaccous hon Ore. 
This species occurs in large quantities near BiDliii|p- 
ton. Its colour b yellowish brown, and earthy, b^r 
entirely loose. It is valued here highly as an ore, ana 
carried to the lower part of the state, where other orea 
are plenty. 

Bbg Iron Otk. 
This species of ore is found abundantly ik Nbw Jersey, 
where it is wrought in gpreat quantities. 
Hydratoflran. Blue Iron earth. W. Fer PhaephiOe. H. 
IMiis mineral occurs crystallized and massive, and^io 
considerable quantities, near Imfeytown, N. J. The 
crJrstiUs are trahslucent, and have a loinihated and radia- 
ted appearance. Colour, dark blue. Bef<H'e the blofr- 
pipe It becomes brownish, prior to its being heated t* 
redness, but boib up when perfectly so, the bead pre* 
senting a metallic appearance, and b slightly magnetic. 
With borax it forms a yellowbh brown glass. It is fre> 
quently attached to organic remains. The massive or 
earthy variety, b said to occur in pieces of thirty pooadft 
weight at AUentown, N. J. When first exposed to the 
atmosphere, it preseiits a white appearance, but soon 
changes to a fine sky bftie. It is atjGTected by the blow 
pipe as the crystidlized. Professor Cooper has lately 
proved this to be a hydrat, and not a phosphat of ironi 
Its solutions in nitric acid, do not precipitate the sohu 
tions of lead. . 

Arsenical Iron. Jraenieal Pyrites. W. Martaaite. K. 
Fer arsenteal H. 
A piece of this mineral of nearly two pounds^ weighf, 
was g^ven me by a person on Perkiomen, who inrorav 
ed me it was found in the neighbourhood. Colour, yel- 
lowish white, fracture uneven. When subjected to tfiic 
blow pipe, the arsenic Was volatilized in a white vaptyo^ 
giving out a strong alliaceous odour. 

Chromate of Iron. Fer Chromate. H: 
Thb combination of chromic acid with iron, is found 
in the talc rocks of Chestnuthill, where it is generally 
accompanied with small fibres of asbestus. Colour, ra* 
ther darker thaii steel grey. Some of the Inore impure 
varieties give a singular appearance to the rocks thero. 
1 hey present dark spots from one quarter to three of 
four inches, disseminated throughout. It is also found 
in a very pure state in steatite rock, on Lewb's farm, 
near the West Chester road, about ten miles fW)tn tb^ 
city, and near the Lancaster turnpike, about the same 
distance. From the two last localities it b used in the 
arts here. 

Sulphuret of Lead. Gakna. Aiken. Lead Glance. W. 
Plomb sulphure. II. 
A considerable quantitv of this species of lead ClHt 
hsLS lately been taken up, by Mr. Wetherill, at the mines 
on Perkiomen. It occurs generally cubic, sometime* 
steel grained. A few specimens were found by Messrs. 
J. I.ukens atid B. Say, presenting a cube with the solid 
angles truncated, forming a triangular facet. It oecurs 
here with barytes, quartz, phosphate, carbonate and mo* 
lybdate of lead, and red iron froth. This vein is in the 
old red sandstone formation, and direction nearly north 
east and south west, forming a line With the mines near 
New Hope, Brunswick, and Schuyler's copper mine. 
CarbanaU of Lead. White Lead Ore. W. Pknib earbo- 
« nate. H. 

Thb mineral b firequently found accompanying the 
last mentioned one, at the same place, generally crys- 
tallized in various formsi and presenting beautiful spe- 
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cimens. It is transparent, and more resinous than quartz. 

A iubatoice which I believe to be the black carbonate 
vi lead is also fpund at this mine. 
Sulphaieof Lead, Natural Lead VUriol. W. Phmb 
StOpkaie. H. 

Lately this variety of lead has been found by Mr. Lu- 
hesma, at Perkiomen, but not in any considerable quanti- 
tiea, and generally connected with quartz, or some of 
the salts of lead. It much resembles the carbonate in 
tmiMlucency, but is distingfuishable by its insolubility in 
futric acid. 

MobfhdaUof Lead, YeUow Lead Ore. W. PhmbMohb- 
date. H. 
This beautiful salt of lead is found, though rarely, at 
Peridomen. It occurs in small yellow waxy crystals, 
^erally in the intei^stices of quartz, or connected with 
the other lead ores. It was first discovered by Mr. Z. 
CoUina. 

Phoaphate of Lead. Broum and Green Lead Ore, W. 
Fhmb Phoaphate, H. ' 
Locality same as the other salts of lead, where it oc- 
curs in beautiful pale green coloured crystals, and in- 
cnuti^tions. 

Si$^hureio/Zinc. Blende. W. Zinesu^hure, H. 

Thia mineral occurs in considerable quantities, at the 
Mines on Perkiomen creek, of the yellow, brown, and 
bhck varieties, generally massive, but sometimes crys- 
yKz ed. Its fracture has a strong resinite aspect. It is 
Mociated with barytes, and the vein is nearly six inches 
la thickness. 

^^uretofMoh/hdma. Molybdena, W. Mohfbdena 
au^hure. H. 
Qn Chester creek, three miles from the town of Ches- 
ter, and about seventeen south of the city, this metal 
occurs in conaderable quantities, in granite. The spe- 
cimens from this place, exhibit the usual characters of 
molybdena, being of a light lead grey, and bright metal- 
lic lustre. Its structure is lamellar, and it marks, with 
^"Uch softness, upon paper. It is said to occur here 
OTVtallized, but I have never witnessed it. Sulphuret 
of iron and phosphat of lime accompany it 

BedOxidtof Titaniunu Buttle. W. Titane Oxide, H. 
In the granular limestone of London grore, Chester 
county, particularly on the property of Mr. John Jack- 
son, this mineral occurs crystallized in prisms, genicular 
ted, in angular and broken pieces, and rolled. Colour, 
generally that of blood red to brown. 
SiKeo eakareoue Oxide of TUanium. ButilUe. W. 
Titane aiUceo eakaire. H. 
Mr. Vanuxcm and n^yself, about eighteen months 
jBncc, discovered this species, in^bedded ii^ the horn- 
blende rocks of the quj^rry at the end of the canal road. 
Some specimens are finely crystallized in very low oc- 
tardrona, nearly an inch over, with the obtuse angles 
truncated. Colour, a dull waxy yellow. Mr. S. Con- 
rad had Some years previous, observed it in smsU quan- 
^es, at the &Us of SchuylkU]. 

EARTHY MINERALS. 

Zircon. Zifkon. W. Zircon. H. 
Thb mineral exists in several places of our neighbor- 
hood. It was first discovered at the falls of the Dela- 
ware at Trenton, about twenty yards above the eastern 
abutnient of the bridge, in gneiss, by Mr. S. Conrad. 
Crystals, generally small four-sided prisms, of a dark 
brownish red, imbedded in pale blue quartz, and green- 
ish feldspar. Another locality of this mineral was dis- 
cowered by Mr. Vanuxem and myself, about two years 
since, on the Brandy wine, eastern side, about two miles 
beyond Westchester, on the opposite side of the creek 
from James JefTeris's farm. It is there found in pieces 
of blue quartz in the road. Mr. Lumens has also found 
it lately, about fifteen miles on the York road. Within 
» few weeks, Mr. A. R. Jessup has found it to occur on 



the Schuylkill^ about ten miles from the city, in a rock 
silnilar to that of Trenton. 

Pittazite, Epidote, H. 

Pistazitc, both massive and ciystallized, was found by 
Mr. Vanuxem and myself, in a large piece of quartz, 
about one fourth of a mile above the upper bridge on 
the Schuylkill, western side, and nearly one hundred 
yard^ from the river. It did not appear to be exactly in 
place, as it was found on a pile of otner stones. Colour, 
yellowish olive. Form hexaedral prism with diedral 
summits. 

Zoiziie. EpidoU, H. 

Zoizite occurs in the hornblende rocks of the quarry, 
end of canal road, in acicular crystals and fanculated, 
sometimes associated with zeolite, and rutilite. Colour, 
greyish, and has a slight pearly lustre. 
Mekmite, 

Mr. C. Wister is mentioned by Cleveland as having 
found this mineral, imbedded in gneiss, back of Ger- 
mantown, six miles firom the city. Form, a double do- 
decaedron with trapezoidal faces. Colour, velvet black. 
I do not believe this to be the melanite of European 
mineralogists, but a fine specimen of the common trape- 
zoidal garnet. Werner says, melanite occurs in thtt 
newest flastz trap formation. 

Garnet, Grenat, H. 

Some beautifiil specimens of the variety of {^sme^ 
called pyrope, occur at Mr. Wilcox's paper mill, about 
one mile fi*om Concord, Chester county. Colour, a fino 
dark red, and when polished makes a fine stone of lux- 
ury. 

Common Garnet, ^ 

Very large quantities of this variety, occur in the pri- 
mitive formation of our vicinity, more particularly so in 
the mica slate on the Schuylkill. « 

The best specimens, of the dodecaedron with ri)om- 
boidal fkces, are found on the Wichicon creek, about nine 
miles from the city. The prismatic garnet is also found 
near the same place. 

The dodecaedron, truncated on all its edges, cccurs 
on the eastern side of the same creek, on the top of a 
hill, about half a mile above its confluence with the 
Schuylkill. A very fine bug-e specimen^ now in posses- 
sion of Mr. S. Morton, measuring about ^re inches in 
diameter, was found in digging a well at Barrenhill meeV( 
ing house, twelve miles from the city. 

The trapezoidal garnet, with twenty-four faces, oc- 
curs remai'kably perfect, of a very deep red colour, in 
the mica ^hist, about one and a half miles above the 
falls of Schuylkill, where the lock is now formina;'. 
Some of those taken to Paris by Mr. "Vanuxem, are highly 
prized by Hauy, as beautifolly illustrating the theoiy of 
decrements. 

Manganesicm Garnet. Grengt Manganesie. Brogt. 

This mineral has lately been discovered by Mr. Jes- 
sup, one fQurth of a mile west of the Ridge Roadi^ and 
about nine miles from the city. Colour, brownish i^d. 
It bas only been discovered massive. 

Staurotide. StauroUth, W. Staurotidt, H. 

On the Wichicon, about eight miles from the city, 
a large, steep, and unculti\'ated hill, formed by almost 
perpendicular gneiss rocks on its eastern side, contains 
a large quantity of this mineral, in sinjg^le crystals of a 
dark reddish brown colour, and resinite appearance. 
Form a hexagonal prism, terminated by diedral summits. 
It is associated here witli dodecaedral garnets and smalt 
quantities of cyanite. It was first observed here by Mi'. 
Oodon. 

Beryl. Edler BeriL W. 

This mineral is found on Mr. C. Peale's fium, neap 
Germantown. Coloiu", yellowish green. I have lately 
found some specimens of it, in a quarry of gneiss be- 
longing to judge Peters, about three hundred yards 
above the upper bridge, on the west side of SchuylkilL 
Colour of one part, yellowish, of another, green, an^ 
puts gn more the appearance of emexald. 
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Thurmalin. S^orl. W. Tourmalin, H. 

In most of the granite and gnein rocks of our neigh* 
bourbood, we find tourmalin, geiterally crystallized in 
long prisms, singly and in buncnes, sometimes, but rare- 
ly, terminated with three or more faces, and always 
black. More pailiciilarly we find it, at judge Feters' 
quarry, and Sheridan's quai-ry, near the upper bridge, as 
well a3 on the opposite side of the Schuylkill. The 
finest specimens iiiive been found eight miles on West 
Chester road. 

The brown tourmalin, has been found at London grove 
in carbonate of lime. 

Quartz. BergEriatal W, 

This mineral exists in large quantities, and in differ- 
ent forms around us. 

, Amethyst quartz, of a beautihil riolet blue, and g^ 
4aUon to a light blossom colour, is found occasionally in 
Chester and Delaware pounties. 

Blue quartz, amorphoiis, is found on the Brandywine, 
two miles west of Westchester, and contains zircon. 

Smoky quartz, is found finely ctystallized, on the 
Brandywine, in Chester county. 

limpid quartz, occurs in large quantities, crystallized, 
generally aggregated, showing only tlieir pyramids, at 
I'erkiomen and Norristown. 

Quartz arenaceous, tre have in large quantities on the 
shores of oar rivers, and in the sand and gravel hills 
west of the city. 
Homstane. Hbmstein. W. Quartz agatht grosner, H. 

This mineral occurs in the gravel buls near the Schuyl- 
kill, in srpall pieces and of a fine tpxture. On the 
Easton road, about ten miles and a ba^f from the city, it 
occurs in large quantities, ii) place, of a greyish white 
colour, massive and of a dull splintery fracture. On 
t^e road to Springmills, about two hundred yards be- 
yond Barrenhill meeting house, immediately at the cross 
roads, is found a rock much resembling coarse horn- 
•tone. Where it has been exposed to the atmosphere, 
it separates generally into four-sided prisms, witn two 
acute and two obtuse angles; of an inch or two in dia- 
meter ai)d five or siflong, the ends are broken at right 
angles witlrthe prism. 

FKnt, Quartz Offathe pt/romaque. H. Fuerstein* W. 
^ We find this mmeral only in rolled pieces in this vi- 
cinitjr. It exists in the gravel hills near the Schuylkill, 
and IS also found on the shores of the Delaware, of a 
black colour, containing the remains of a small zoophyte 
of a globose appearance. Found near the Delaware 
above Bristol, enclodng terebratula. 
Chalcedony. Quartz a^alhe chatoyant. H. Kalzcdon. W. 

Many beauUful specimens of chalcedony, were found 
by Mr. Vanuxem and myself, on the Westchester road, 
between the sixteenth and seventeenth milestones. It 
is associated with quartz in decomposed serpentine. 
Colour, bluish milky white, covered with rich, yellow, 
dnisy, quartz crystals. It sometimes contains arboriza- 
tions, of a hair brown colour, supposed to be confervae. 
Mr. Conrad has also found it between Springfield and 
Concord. 

Basanite. Lydian Stone. W. 

This variety of silicious slate, is found in rolled pieces 
at the falls of the Delaware at Trenton, of a dark blue- 
ish black colour. It evidently has been brought by the 
water, from the grawacke and transition limestone for- 
mation, in the neighbourhood of Easton, about fifty miles 
above. 

JirgiUlte. Argik dchieteuse tabulairt. H. 

Clay slate occurs on the Norristown road, about six- 
teen miles from the city, of a bUieish grey colour. It 
does not appear to be sufiiciently perfect there, to be 
made use of. 

Zconte. Zeolith. W. Sh'lbite. H. 

In the hornblende quarry, at the end of the canal 
road, about foiu* miles from the city, this mineral occurs 
radiated and incrusting the rocks, of a white colour. It 
is also found there in crystals, though not very perfect 



Jatper. Quartz Jaape rouge, H. i^ 

Jasper of various colours and fine texture, is found i^^ . 
angular and broken pieces, on the shores of the Delftr'^ 
ware and Schuylkill, some of which have chakedonio 
veins through them. It occurs in place of a rough ycl» ^* 
low colour, about one mile on this side of SpringroiUst M* 
immediately in the road, in considerable blocks* an4 i^'" 
contains a small portion of chalcedony and drusy quarU* !^ 
Feldspar. Feldspaih. H.W. ^ 

The granite and gneiss rocks of our neighbourhood lifli 
are, in a great measure, composed of this mineral. A tm 
few fine specimens, well crystallized, were foun4 by t ti 
Mr. Vanuxem and myself at judge Peters's quanjv lioB 
about one quarter of a nule above the upper bridge:* ill cii 
ten-sided prisms, with diedral summits, and one speci* m|i 
men hemitrope. About a mile up the canal road« on jk 
the eastern side, is found a beautiful white varietur* asso^ j 
ciated with crystallized mica and phosphate of hme. .^, 
Adularku ut 

This Tariety of Feldspar, occurs in the homblendo •9* 

rocks, of the quarry, end of canal road. Some sptctv ,^ 

mens are distinctly crystallized. -jti 

Deeintegraied Feldspar. Kaokn. ^ 

Feldspar in a state of decomposition exists on the ea- v 

nal road, and on Mill creek, near the Baltimore turn- '^ 

pike, and in large quantities about three miles west of ^, 

Chester, near the creek. Z 

Clay. 

Nature has abundantly supplied us with this substance* 
so useful to the manufacturers of porcelain. The wi« 
merous kilns for the burning of bricks, sufiiciently ptunt - 
out the situation where it is most plentii\il. A more 
pure variety of clay, is found on the Delaware below 
Bordentovi n, and thence to New Castle. Larg^e quan* 
titiesare taken in wagons to Pittsburg, a distance of 
more than three hundred miles, used by glass blowers* 
for making pots. Variegated clay is also found nctr 
Bordentown. 

^Mica. GKmmer. W, 

This occurs exceedingly abundant in the prifnitiTe 
formation of our neighbourhood. We fihd it in hezae* 
dral prisms and tabulated, on the Schuylkill, near Ger- 
mantown, and..on the Wilmington road'near the Wood* 
lands, where I have found hexaedral crystals of black 
mica, circumscribed by those of a light bfiown, forminfr 
curious specimens. I'he largest plates I have seen* or 
this vicinity; were found by Mr. Vanuxem and myself 
about fif^y yards east of the canal road, just beyond the 
house of Mr. Caspar Morris. The plates are six inch^ 
over; and the hexagonal form of crystallization is beau* 
tifully illustrated by the arrangement of lines, of a dark 
metallic colouring matter, either iron or manganese. 
Green mica is found at Chestnuthill, near the Wicbicon» 
where it is probably coloured by chrome; also near 
Chester, Mica ver^ largely enters into the compoi^^oi^ 
of our g^nite, gneiss, and mica slate rocks. 

Chlorite. Tale Chlorite. H. Chhrit. W. 

Chlorite of a dark green colour, and in fine particles^ 
is found with quartz at Willowgrove; and laminated, 
near the soapstone quarry on the east side of Schuylkill , 
Dr. Seybert says, near the Warwick iron works 11^ 
Chester county, and in Montgpomery county near tho 
Schuylkill, but I reg^ard the latter rather as a talc rock. 
Hornblende. Gemeiner Homblend. W. Amphibok. H. 

Large masses of hornblende rock exist on the Schnyl* 
kill, about two hundred yards above the engine housei 
and about two miles again above that. It is pretty well 
crystallized, in a bladed and acicular form, on the caaat 
road. 

Lithomarge. Steinmark. W. Jrgik Lithomarge, H. 

Cleveland says, that this mineral occurs in MontfO- 
paery county, but does not particularize the spot. 
Steaiiie. Sjpechtdn. W. Tak Steatite. H. 
Steatite is found in considerable Quantities, about tci% 
miles up the Schuylkill, where, wito the connection of 
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t it tdnoB the •oftpstaoe rock, which it much uied in 

Gemnner Serpentine. W. Boche Serpen- 
iineiue, H. 

Near Westdiester this mineral occurs very ahundant- 
W, and is used for common building stone. Colour, 
pirn hgtit to dark green . It also occurs in Montgomery 
eoontf. 

TUb. Gtmeiner Talc W. Tak hexagonal etlarrUnaire. H. 
' Ta]c forms a considerable portion of the rocks known 
If the same of soapstone, on the SchuylkiU, about ten 
WkM. It does not occur here crystallized, but lamina^ 
ted a»d compact, of a greenish grey colour. Some 
spcciAiens from this quarry, are of a rich rreen colour, 
lemitrmiiiparent, and generally connected with bitter 
ipar, or the magnesian ihomboidal carbonate of. lime. 
Jbbeattu. AbetU, H. ^tbat W. 

Fibrous asbestus is found in the serpentine rocks about 
4iDe mile north of Westchester, and in many other places 
in Chester and Montgomery counties. It occurs also in 
wt9f deticate fibres on quartz crystallized, in the hom- 
U«ide quarry^ end of canal road. 

Mauniain Ccrk. Berghork, W. Jhbeste tresee. H. 

It occun at London grove, on the property of John 
Jackson, in granular white limestone. It is white, and 
when the pieces are connderably thicker than paper, 
ipongy. 

Cyamte^ KvaniL W. Disfhene, H. Sappare. Sau. 

This Tery beautiful and interesting mmeral, occurs 
oyBtalltzed in the gneiss rocks on Springfield road, 
about two hundred yards from Darby bridge. Colour 
faaes from a very light to a dark Prussian blue. It is 
geneially darkest in a longitudinal line along the middle 
iof the crystal, which is for the most part an elongated 
table. At the elerenth mile stone on the Wilmington 
itmd, \t is /bund more abundant, but leas pure; crystals 
generally detached and almost black. On the road to 
the Lazaretto it occurs blue; also about eight miles up 
the SchuylkiU. On the Wichicon, about four miles 
from its mouth, associated with staurotide and garnets, 
ia micaceous schistus; but in small quantities. It wu 
firatobserred by Mr. S. Elliott inithis vicinity. 

JktyntXite. Variety of AmpMbok, H. Strahbtein, W, 

On the Wichicon, about ten miles from the city, op- 
posite to a large mill, half a mile below the bridge, ac- 
tynolite is found in acicular crystals, of a green colour, 
imbedded in soapstone rock. Mr. Conraud found it in 
large masses at Concord, Chester county. 
TremoSie. TrtmoUih. W. Variety ojf Jmphibok. H 

I have teen this but in one place in the neighbourhood 
«f this city, viz : at I.ondon grove. It here exists in consi- 
derable quantises, in the limestone auarries of Mr. John 
Jiickton, both bladed and fibrous, of a beautiful white. 
IB some instancet the fibres are so minute, as to render 
h almost compact 

Cmimmte of Lime. Chaux Carbonatee, H, KaOatem. 
W. 

The linieatone of our vicinity does not present much 
variety. It exists in distinct rhombic crystals at London 
|[iove, and in White's soapstone quarry with talc, affprd- 
tag fine specimens. Granular limestone occurs in large 
quantitiet, about ^welve miles on the Reading road, 
bewtifiilly white, and is much used for the embellish- 
»e«t of the buildings of the city. I'liis variety exists 
abo at London grove, and on the western side of Schuyl- 
k& about twelve miles, offa fine black, and clouded. 
Cooipact Broestone occurs in very large quantities, from 
« north to a south west direction, at ue distance of ten 
10 twenty milea. 

Mark. Argik cakarifere. H. Meml W. 

In Kew Jersey we have two varieties of marl. 

Indurated ^rey marl, witli small shining specks, oc- 
etn nt Crotwick't, 9ear Bordentown, wa containt or- 
pi^pj^iiiaint. 



Earthy marl occurs in many places, and in great quaa* 
tities, in different parts of New Jersey, more particularly 
at Woodbury and at Haddonfield, ten miles from tha 
city. At Burlington, Allentown, and EmIe3rtown, va* 
rious organic remains are found imbedded in it 
Photphate of Lime. Spargelslein. W. Chaux phoephatee^ 

The crystallized variety of this mineral, is found in 
most of the granite rocks about us, particulariy on the 
canal ror-l and near Hamiltonville. 

The massive variety was found by Mr. Vanuxem and 
myself, on the Baltimore turnpike, one mile from the 
bridge. 
Fhiate of Lime. Chaux Jludtee. H. Fkwr Spar. W. 

Mr. Vanuxem proved a mineral to be fluate of lime, 
which was g^ven him by Mr. Hagner, about two yeara 
since, from the quarry of gneiss at the falls of Schuyl- 
kill. Colour, violet blue. No determinate crystalliza- 
tion. 

Sulphate of Barytea. Baryte. W. Baryte Su^hatee, 
H. 

This mineral is found in considerable quantities at the 
lead mines at Perkiomen, both compact, and crystalli- 
zed in i crested form, of a white colour, sometimes tar* 
nished by iron either yellow or black, forming fine spe- 
cimens. It is associated with lead, quartz and iron. 
About three miles west of Newhope, it occurs in consi- 
derable quantities, compact and crystallized, in the old 
red sandstone formation, with a small quantity of cop- 
per. 

COltfBUSTIBLES. 
Amber. Sucdn. H. 

Amber has been found in small quantities at Croswickt 
creek, about one mile from Bordentown; and on the 
Delaware, at Whitehill; in both places with pyrites and 
carbonised wood. Cleveland stiys, it also occurs near 
Woodbury, in large plates in a bed of marl; and at 
Camden, opposite the city, where a large piece had 
been found in a stratum of g^vel. 

Bituminous Wood. 

This substance is sometimes found in the marl of New 
Jersey. Some specimens have be^ brought from Wood* 
bury, black, and of a perfectly ligneous texture. It 
bums rapidly, and gives out a strong, disagreeable 
smell. It occurs also at Ci*09wicks creek. 

I beg leave to add, that there are several miherala 
found lately in this vicinity, the characters of which aie 
not sufficiently determined to be admitted into this pa» 
per. 

THE WEST END OF PENNSYLVANU. 
From a gentleman just returned from a tour to the 
West, we have received the following notes on the ad- 
vantages possessed by that section of coontfy. 

No part of the United States possesses so many natural 
resources, or combines so many advantages, as the west 
end of this state; and as soon as the canals and rail roadt, 
now constructing, are finished, these resources will be 
developed, and this district of country will take the rank 
to which they entitle her. Were I called upon consci- 
entiously to point out a district in the United States pre- 
eminenUy calculated to favour mechanical labour and 
manufactories, I would set one foot of the compatt in 
Pittsburgh, and describe a circle around it, whose radius 
would be 100 miles — and point to it with a confidence 
that forbids error. What are the advantages that would 
be so emphatically embraced? I answer. Coal, Iron, 
Salt, Lumber, Fertility, Healthfulness, Climate, fiiciHty 
of intercourse with the Atlantic, the Ohio Valley, and 
the Lakes, a hardy Population with industrious habit% ' 
and already in possession of much skill. 

Let us spe&k of each of these in their turn. 

No country has succeeded in the heavv operationi of 
I m^^hinery, and the whole routine or mfimifikctaret 
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without coal and iron. I lake them together. They are 
inseparable aids. Without them, Eng-land would not 
have half the wealth that so pre-eminently disting^bhes 
her. They are the basis of her most lucrative opera- 
tions. Her artists have repaired to these regions and 
taken root, and tlience diffused wealth and prosperi^. 
The cotton, woollen, and porcelain, and a thousand 
other branches of manufacture, owe their unrivalled 
growth to these invaluable materials, and have planted 
themselves along- side of them in many large and 
wealthy cities. In England, the coal and iron were in 
the barren and mountainous districts, and it cost her 
much time and wealth to make good canals and rail- 
ways to them, and to introduce an agriculture around 
them adequate to their supply. In east Pennsylvania. 
we boast much of our anthracite coal, but it abb is inac- 
cessible except at great cost, and the region, around it 
too sterile to afford a cheap and ready supply of provi- 
sions for large operations: hence the effort is to bring 
down the coal to the more fertile pUuns of the Schuyl- 
kill and Delaware, and there emplc^ it The cost, how- 
ever» becomes so increased, from five to eight -dollars a 
ton, that it enters too deeply into the cost of the articles 
based upon it. Now look tathe district we speak of, — 
the reverse is the fiict. As soon as you descend from the 
Allegheny mountiun on the route of the Pennsylvania 
Canal with^in the Connemaugh valley, you disturb coal 
in every hill. Every half mile section of canal unco- 
vers this valuable article; the same is true of the route 
of the Baltimore Rail Road. This is the case as far 
down the Ohio river as Wheeling, and up the Beaver 
line of the canal. The whole area above described 
abounds in it; every hill rests ifpon horizontal strata of 
coal— the mouths of the pits above the valleys — ^no deep 
mining, choak damps, or g^aseous explosions— the cart 
drives into the hiU and brings out the coal — ^if you own 
the land the quarrying is 14 cents a ton, and 28 cents if 
3'ou do not own the mine, unless you are near some town, 
when you will give from 3 to 4 cents a bushel, or one 
dollar a ton. So universal is the coal, that in buying* 
land you do not ask the question, *< has it coal," nor 
does the value enter at all into the price of the land. You 
get g^ood land at 5 or 8 dollars an acre, with plenty of 
coal on it; one hand quarries and wheels out 180 bushels 
a day at 50 cents wages. The Pennsylvania Catial will 
present a line of 200 miles within this district— the Bal- 
timore Rail Road 100 miles— and the Ohio river 100 
miles — ^in all 400 miles; which may be literally lined 
with manufacturing villages, each leaning against its 
own coal mine— deriving iron, lumber, and other mate- 
rials from the canal, rowl, or river— and drawing provi- 
sions and subsistence from the fertility that is around 
every point. When coal and provisions become in any 
degree advanced at Pittsburgh, or any other condensed 
pomt— others, where coal is less monopolized, may be 
resoKed to, and where the provisions would be more 
plentifully supplied along the lines of these communica- 
tions; and thus the nucleus of new villages be e\ery day 
fbrmed. This coal b of an excellent quality, and can 
be coked for operations of iron manufacturing. The 
anthracite of the Schuylkill never can from its compact 
nature. 

Iron not only abounds within the above district, but 
it leans upon the great and inexhaustible region of the 
Allegheny mountains, the Juniata, the Upper Mononga- 
hela, and the Alleghcney rivers, whence never ending' 
supplies of the best iron can be derived; embracing all 
the qualities from the tough Swedes* iron to the coal 
short of England. The Juniata iron is very similar to 
the Swedish iron. The Allegheney iron is harder, and 
makes the best grey pig iron for fine casting. Already 
the iron of this region is much developed, and could ra- 
pidly, with the start they have, supply any state of the 
arts and manufactures. 

Salt, an article of the first necessity in domestic eco- 
nomy, and much used in the arts, abounds in this dis- 
trict; already much is developed, the capacity ascer- 



tained, and the fuel at hand, to render it cheap. This 
article is also upon the line of tlie canal above^ noticed. 

Lumber. The most valuable pine forest in the United 
States, and the only one that connects itself with the Ohio 
valley, touches tliis region, (I mean the Allegheney ri- 
yer.) It supplies all the western country with pine 
building timber, and for many of the mechanic arts; and 
cheap on account of its contigfuity. Other timber, such, 
as ojuc, maple, qherry, and poplar, abound in this dis- 
trict 

FerHUty, This is the only hilly or waving country of 
its extent in the United States, that is uniformly fertile. 
There is no waste land; uot more rock or stone than is 
necessary for domestic uses, and for the arts. Every 
hill rests on its coal, but without disturbing the fertility 
above; the wain grows, the orchard thrives, the catUe 
graze over the coal, unconscious of its enstence. In 
other countries, hills so high and boldly relieved as 
these, are covered with the debris of rock, or are 
washed bare by the retreating wuters, and left with scrub 
or stunted ^wth. These are not so. The forests ar^ 
tall and majestic on the hills, ^the fertility continuous,, 
and all either swted for gnun, orchard, or grass. 

HeaJtkfulnt89. No swamp b found in thb region. 
There are no malaria — no intermittent, or any other dis- 
ease, incident to a bad climate. All is heuthy. The 
popuktion stout and active, and will be more intelligent 
and enterprising, for disease not only checks the labour 
of a countiy, but renders its popuktion ineflScient and 
stupid. 

Climate. This b good — equally removed ftom the 
extremes of the Canadian and Gulph latitudes. Tho 
mild, genial, healthy btitude of Philadelphia — ^with just 
winter enough to brace, and heat enough in sununer to 
ripen the finest fruits, and mature the greatest variety 
of the gfrain and root crops. 

Provisions. These are literally under foot; produced 
in the greatest quantity, of the best quality, and with lit- 
tle labour; hence they are cheap, and. the wages of tb^ 
day or monthly labourer take pitch from this circuai.> 
stance, and altogether enable the operator to produce his 
article at the nunimum prices. This will secure his. 
market 

Wool No part of the United States by actual expe^ 
rience, suits the g^wth of sheep so well as' thb. The 
hills of Washington, Allegheney, and Fayette counties, 
are already covered with sheep, of an excellent breed. 
In two years, wool would meet any demand in that dis- 
trict, and could be furnished cheap. The bnd b cheap 
—they f^raze, and procure such good pasturage, that it 
b said eight sheep can be supported on one acr^. 
^ Flax can be growed with gneat perfection on the fer- 
tile hills of this regpon; and %e Ohio river brings thent 
the hemp of Kentucky so cheap, that it may be said to, 
belong almost to thb district. 

Market. In its rebtion to a market and consumption,^ 
this district is very happily situated. Connected directly 
with the Atlantic cities by the Pennsylvania Canal and 
Baltimore Rail Road, and at the same time so fiu* remov- 
ed from the Atlantic as to be a little out of the sphere of 
foreign competition. Thb is the most denrable sort oT 
connexion witii the maritime cities; just near enough to . 
derive through them every thing necessary for the per- 
fection of the arts — and just far enough from them to be 
out of the sphere of foreign importation. Besides the 
dense population around it, and offering great consump- 
tion, it rests upon the vast and unlimited market whi<^ 
the valley of the Ohio and Mississippi rivers furnish— i^ 
connected directly with it by the longest and best line of 
interior navigation on earth. A line already covered 
with steam boats — one hundred and sixty-six rest upon 
itsBtream, ready to bear cotton, iron, lumber, hemp, and 
every other raw material essentia] to a manufacturing^ 
dbtrict, and on the cheapest terms. Three-fourths of a 
cent a pound if; the cost up this great line, from New Or- 
leans to Pittsburgh. And in sending off the manufa<;- 
tured articles still less, for tiie stream is in favour of tl^». 
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Opemtion, and carries them to the consumer with scarce 
Iv any increase of cost. Again, this is the district whence 
the easy connexion with the g^reat lakes is about to take 
place { opening thence a market ahnost equal in extent 
to the Mississippi valley, and connecting you,, if your in- 
terest should .require it, with N. York, through her canals. 
Thus we see this is the identical dbtrict where the p-eat 
lines of intercommunication cross and meet, from New 
York, Philadelphia, Baltimore, New Orleans, and the 
great lakes. Any shifting of your position tluows you 
out of the focus of the great radii of commerce. Come 
more east, you not only change your supplies^ and in- 
erease^e cost of them, but you are drawn into the vor- 
tex of foreign commerce. Go further west, and you lose 
tjlie vantage gi^nd) you enter the s«^amps of toe lower 
Ohio ; have no coal, iron, or other materials, and you 
will have to push up the streams to market. 
. This dbtrict need have no timber reserved for fuel. 
Every acre can almost support its soul. There is no 
limit to the population in such a country. 

EFFECTS OF CLIMATE ON THE NAVIGATION. 
Tna following investigation was commenced last win- 
ter with a TOW to ascertain the periods at which the navi" 
gktioa of the Delaware, has usually been obstructed by 
ice, and when it became fireed from such obstruction. — 
For this purpose we have consulted the news papers for 
the different periods, Confining our attention principally 
to December, January, February and March, althougfh 
Qccastonally notice is taken of some other months. The 
early Gazettes have generally noticed ihe occurrence of 
ice. Some of the late papers have omitted it During 
the revolution, we find but few remarks on the subject, 
and in som e years none at all. 

1681. Decern ^11. The river froze over that night 
The Bristol Factor, Roger Drew, arrived at Chester 
from Englandi with setuers for Pennsylvania, where 
they lay all winter. 

1692. ** The great flood at Delaware falls, owing to the 
sudden melting of the snows, the water reached 
the upper stories of some of the houses, which 
were built on the low lands. 

IT04. Snow fell one yard deep. Mscue, 

1714. February. Flowers seen in the woods. 

1720. February 23. The river is now clear of ice. 
November 11. *• My ink freezes, which obliges 

nie to conclude." Cioae of a merchants letter ^ dated 
PhUade^Ma.'* 

December 20. Our river is full of ice, and the 
ship Prince of Orange, which is going with a fla|^ 
of truce and Spanish prisoners to St Augustine, is 
in great danger. 

Deer. 27. The river being now clear of ice, ves- 
sels are falling down. 

1721. Deer. 19. No vessels arrived since our last, the 
river being full of ice. 

Deer. 26. Do do locked up. 

1722. Jdny. 2. Hiver still locked up. 

6. Vessels get up to New Castle. 

9. 16. 22. River still locked up. 

Feby. 6. Vessels cleared and entered. 
17i3* January 1. Weather b yet very nnoderate and 
our river open. 

6. Weather b yet very moderate, and river 

free from ice. 

December. Vessels enteff and clear throu^^ the 
month. 
1724. January 18. River very free from ice. 

Deeemiier 15. On Thursday last a violent storftr 
of wind and rain; tide overflowed the wharves. 
Two outward bound vesseb returned for fear of 
ice,_of which our river b very full. l 



December 29. Some driving ice, but not so as to 
prevent vessels going up or doMm*. 

1725. March 3. Snow fell near two feet deep last mgttr^ 
and yesterday, which has not been known for some 
years. 

December 21. River b veiyfiiU of ice, though se- 
veral vesseb came up with it; no arrivab or clear- 
ances mentioned till 18th July. 

1726. Jqnuary 18. Entries and clearances. 
February 1. No vesseb in or out aince our tast^ 

river being blocked up by ice. 

15. River driving with ice. 

^Deeember, Entiies and clearances through the 
month. 

1727. February 14. Very fcOld weather for four day* 
which has filled our river full of ice: 

March 30. Weather, and floo<b prevented the le- 
gblature from meeting at the tihie to which they 
stood adjourned. 

1728. January 23. We have had veiy hard weather 
here for nearly two weeks; so that it has frozen ouTv^ 
river up to such a degree that people go over daily, 
and they have set up two booths on the i6e about 
the middle of the river. 

30. River still fast. 

February 7. Some say the ice is driving near 
Bombay Hook/, River here still fast. No tlear-^ 
ances mentioned till March 5. 

December 31. 36 vessels^ besides small crafl, fro- 
zen up at docks, viz: large ships 14? snows 8; brigi 
8; sloops 9; schooners 2. 
1729- January 29. Our river still frozen up. 

February 17. Entries and clearances. 

December Entries and clearances through the 
month. 

1730. January 13. A large panther killed near Conei^ 
toga; also one bst week near Shrewsbury, N.J. 

20. We had here such a deep sAow* 

the like not known these several years. River full 
of ice; no vesseb can pass. 

-' \ — 27. A vessel cleared. 

December 21 . Vesseb attempting to go were 
forced back by ice. 

29. Entries and clearances. 

1731. January 26. River still full of ice. 
February 2. No vessels since our last; river lock- 
ed up with ice. 

9. Entries and clearances. 

16. Last week we had the 



greatest 

fresh in the Delaware ever known since the great 
flood at Delaware falls 39 years ago. 
December 14. Our river is now fulloficc. 

21. River a little opened; vesseb de- 

Vesseb at Hoarkill cannot come up 



Sign going 
1732. January 4 
for ice. 

25. 



River still fast. 
Entries and clearances, 
do. do. 



December 22. River full of ice. 






February 22. 
December, 

1733. January 18. Great snow at Lewes} ice driven 
ashore by a N. E. storm. 

February 1. River still fast. 

15. Ice grows rotten; expected to drive 

in a few days. 

22. Sunday last; ice in Schuvlkill broke 

Upj though prodigious thick, with a fresh; water 
two and a half feet hig^ on the ground floor of Jo- 
seph Gray's house at Middle ferry; higher than any 
known fresh before. 

March 8. River open; vessels come up from 
Lewes. 

jgpril 19. Monday last two whales appeared be- 
fore the city. 

December. Entries and clearances. 

1734. January. 1. River continues open, and weather- 
very moderate; winter hitherto as modermte aitCoc 



many yean p»it. 
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December 21 . Our river is now free from ice? wea- 
thcr fine and open. 
2735. January 16. Our river continues open and the 
weather v6iy moderate. 

March 4. Saturday last quantities of codfish taken 
justoff the capes. 

December. Entries and clearances. 
1736. January 6. River is fast, and full of ice. 

Februaa-y 5. Arrivals. 
"^i ' V 25. Two whales killed at Cape May. 

jSprit 22. Hail storm near the city; stones as 
large as pidgeons' eggs. 

Deeemher. Arrivals and clearances through the 
month. 
l737< January 20. Weather very cold; persons frozen 
to death; a vessel below cannot come up on account 
of the ice. 

February 3. Sunday ni^ht last the ice in the 
Schuylkii), thoiig'h exceedingly thick and strongs, 
broke up with the fresh occasioned by the rains and 
melting of the snow. The water rose near six feet 
on the ground floor of Joseph Gray's house at the 
middle ferry, which is three feet higher than it 
was in the fresh in 1733, and that was said to be 
the highest ever recollected. 

March 17. On Wednesday and Thursday last a 
8. E. storm raised the tide higher than known for 
Inftny years, and which did ^-eat damage. 

May 7. An aurora borealis. 

December 8. Earthquake last night about eleven 
o'clock; lasted half a minute. Entries and clear- 
ances through the month. 

1738. January and February. Entries and clearances 
tiirough the month. 

JprU6. A great storm at E. and N. E. ; damaged 
wharves; creeks very much raised. 
December. Entries and clearances till 18th. 

1739. January 25. Kiver now entirely clear of ice ? ves- 
■ek gone down; fast since 18th December. 

December. Entries and clearances. 

1740. January 10. No entries or t^learances irom this 
date till 

February 21. When arrivals are mentioned^ 
JUbrcA 15. Ice broke up in the Delaware. 
December 19. Iliver unnavigable fron^ this to 13th 
March. 

1741. January 8. Our river has been fast some time, 
and we heard from Lewes that 'tis all ice towards 
the sea as far as the eye can reach. Tuesday and 
Wednesdbiy are thought to have been the coldest 
days fof many years. ' *^ 

March 5. The severity of the winter com]>lained 
of throughout the country. Cattle dymg for 
want of fodder; many deer found dead in the woods, 
and some came tameTy to the plantations, and fed 
on hay with other creatures. 

l£rc& 13. River navigable. The wmter ex- 
tremely long and severe. 

19. Itiver now quite open ; vessels daily come up. 

Jipril 19. We hear from Lancaster county that 
dunn? the great snow, which in general was more 
than Uiree &et deep, the back inhabitants suffered 
much for want of bread; that many fiimilies of new 
•ettlers had little else to subsist irpon but the car- 
cases of deer they found dead or dying in the 
•wamps or runs about their houses. The Indians 
fear a scardty of deer and Turkies, 8tc. 

December. Entries and clearances. 

1743. January. do. do. 
22. Comet visible for some time. 

February and March. Entries and clearances- 
no mention of ice. 
jDte. Entries and clearances — no mention of ice. 
13HS. Jb». do. do. do. 

Ike. 8. A comet risible. 

1744. J5w.S. No entries this weck-HiverfuH©f ice. I 



19. Arrivals. A comet has been visible ftf 

six weeks; appears to have increased in nze. 
Dec Entries and clearances. 

1745. January^ Februarys March. Entries and clear* 
ances; find no mention of ice. 

March 26. Friday last, a yiofent gust— houaef 
damaged and trees uprooted. 
Dec. Entries and clearances. 

1746. January. No arrivab nor clearances this monthi 
no ice is mentioned. 

December 28. River frozen up for a week past. 

1747. Fein'xtrv24. First arrivals since 23d December. 

April 30. A violent N. E. storm did much da- 
mage. 

December 15. No entries this week^ river bein|f 
fhll of ice. 

1748. Jantutry 12. Entries and clearances. 

26. A vessel asjiore on Reedy Island; 

cut through with the ice— no entries or clearance* 
— setere weather — a man frozen to death on a fiat 
in Mantua Creek. 

February 2. Entries and clearances. 

9. River again full of ice; no entries or 

clearances till Mai;ch 1, when there are some. 

•ipril2l. A comet visible for 8 or 10 night's past 

December. Enuies and clearances through the 
month. 

1749. January 31. A vessel reacbes "Elsingburgll.'' 
The river, by ha:rd S. E. gale almost freed from iee.' 

February 7. River again full of ice. 

. 14. Arrivals. 

June 1. Great quantities of locusts. 
December., No arrivals from 12 to 26; ice notmeiw 
tioned. 

1750. January 22. Our river is now broke up; and yes- 
terday a vessel went down. This mon^inra violent 
N. E. storm, which has done considerable damage 
to the vessels ar|d wharves. 

February 6. River free from ice; vessels going 
up and down. 

February 16. A very bright aurora borealis. 

May 30. It is baid this has been the coldest May 
in the memoiy of man; last week there were fhMit 
in Sjcveral places, which have done connden^le dft> 
mage, and in some places snow. 

December 25. A violent N. E. storm last Thurs- 
day; it damaged our wharves considerably, and: 
sunk some smiUl craf^. 

1751. January 1. River full of ice. 

— 22. River so open that a shallop came ap 
from Marcus Hook. This morning a violent S. £. 
storm which damaged wharves and vessels. 

October 3. Monday night last the streets of this 
city began to be illuminated with lamps in pursu- 
ance of an act of Assembly. 

DecemberJ24. toV a week past our navigation has 
h^en stopped, the river being veiy full of ice. 

1752. February 18. Our river has been driving for some 
days past, and is now so clear of ice, that if the 
weather conthiues moderate in a few days vessels 
will ^1 down. 

February 25; Ititer entirely clear; 12 sea veuek 
arrived in one tide. 

1753. Jan. 2. Our navigation is stopped; river full of 
ice. 

— 9. Vessels entered. 

23. Navigation quite clear. 

November 14. A violent gale fW)m S.; wbarret 
overflowed, and water in ihost of the stores. 

December 29. River ftill of ice. Navigation 
stopped. On Monday last a violent S. £. storm 
drove several vessels ashore. 

1754. January 15. Our river is now and has been for 
several days qiute clear of ice. 

January 23. Unusually low tide owmg to a gale 
fromN.W. 
June 6. Oa Tuoaday aftemdoir a shower of ez^ 
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oeeding large hail; a water-tpout appeared on the 
Delaware opposite Kensington, which was carried 
up Cooper's creek, and supposed to break on the 
shore, where considerable damage was done. 

Deeember. Entries and clearances through the 
month. 
1755. Janum 14. There is so much ice at present in 
the rirer that our navigation is stopped. 

January 21. Clearances from this date forward. 

December, do. through month. 

If 56. January and February. Clearances through the 
moi^th. 

March 18. On Friday night we had a violent N. 
£. snow storm, which did considemble damage to 
the Tetlels at the wharves, and probably on the 
coast This is the first mention of snow. Arrivals 
and clearances continue through the month. There 
b no intimation that the navigation was intetntpted 
this winter. 

December. Entries and clearances. 

— 30. "People surprised at the appear- 
ance of two Parhelia, or mock sims, one on each 
aide of the true one, and a large white circle passing 
through all three, and a crown or small rainbow in 
the zenith, whith appearance lasted nearly an hour, 
between ten and eleven o'clock in the morning." 
irST* January. Clearances and arrivals throughout the 
month, although the managers of the New Castle 
Lottery advertised that they have been prevented by 
the severity of the weather, from riding about to 
sell their tickets, and the country people from 
^eominig in to purchase; no mention Of the naviga- 
tion being intemiptedj and entries and clearances 
published every week through the winter. 

Deeember. Entries and clearances through the 
month. 

1758. Februwry2. Navigation has been stopped some 
days, and is still, there being a good deal of Ice in 
the river. 

16. River almost clear of ice; some 

Vessels have fallen down. 

Marvh 22. A smart shock of an earthquake felt 
between ten and eleven o'clock P.M. 

December 28. For a few days past Our river has 
been full of ice, but i» now likely to be soon clear 
again. 

1759. January 4. Our river is so (\ill of ice that no ves- 
sel can stir. 

11. Arrivals and clearances. 

— ^— 55. River has for some days been in- 
terrupted with ice. 

FAruary 1. Clearances. 

Deeemfter 28. Navigation stopped for a week past. 
ftiVerfuUof ice. 
\T60. January^. Clearances. 

17. Thursday last our river was so free 
ftom ice that a vessel came up; but it is now fast 
again. 

February 7. For three days past have Vad a fine 
thaw by wnich the ice is greatly dissolved, and we 
hope the navigation will be open in a few days. 
14. Arrivals and clearances. 
March 20. On Sunday last, we had a violent N. 
£. snow storm, when considering the season of the 
jearandthe time it lasted (18 hours) there was 
the greatest fall of snow that has been known, it is 
•aid, since the settlement of the province. 
December. Arrivals, &c. through the month. 
1761 • No aitiTals or clearances from January 15 to 5th 
JPebniary. 

December 17. Our river is and has been interrapt- 
ed by ice for some days past. 
24. Navigation quite stopped-^>4tta- 
mtrtn for relief of the poor. 
1763. January 14. On Saturday and Sunday last we 
bad a violent N. E. storm here, which, with the sud- 
den, thaw ibr some days before, occasioned prodi- 
NaSa 



gious freshes and the tides to rise higher than has 
been known for some years past— our river is now 
so clear of ice that we expect vessels up. 
21. Arrivals. 
December. Entries and clearances daring the 
month. 

1763. January 13. Our navigation now is and has for 
some days been stopped — river full of ice. 

27. A vessel reaches Marcus flonk. 
February 24. A modi ratv thaw for some days-- 

ice in river g^atly d.m;nlshed— on Tuesday a brig 
came up. 
Deeember. Entries, &c. during month. 

1764. January do do 

December 27. Our navigation was r.t a stand for a 
few days, the river being full of ice; but on Tues* 
day night we had a violent N. E. storm for some 
hours, which ended in rain— and the wind blowing 
prodigiously hard at the same time destroyed the 
ice, so that some vessels ventured down yesterday. 
31. Delaware frozen over in one night- 
passable next morning. 

1765. January 3. Our navigation has been quite at a , 
stand for a week past. 

February 7. On Tuesday last an ox was roasted 
whole on the river Delaware, whicTi fn»m the no- 
velty of the thing, drew together a g^eat number 
of pfople. 

February 14. The weather is now so moderate 
and our bay so clear of ice, that the vessels at the 
Capes are come up to Reedy Island. 

28. Our navigation is now quite clear 
and several vessels have came up. 

A letter from Fort Pitt dated January 31, 1765, 
says **the weather has been so uncommonly severe 
at this post, that both riverj} have been passable on 
tlie ice for six weeks." 

March 28. On Saturday n'ght last came on here 
a veiy severe snow storm which continued all night 
and next day, when it is believed the greatest 
quantity of snow, that has been (considering the 
advanced state of the season) for many years past, 
it being said to be about 2 or 2^ feet on a level, and 
in some places deeper. A great number of trees 
are destroyed; some torn up by the roots, others 
broke oft* and the roads so bad that there is scarcely 
any ti-avelling. 

December. Entries &c. aV the month. 

1766. January 9. River quite fast since Friday last- 
weather very severe. 

30. No arrivals &c. since 9th — ^ice most- 
ly dissolved. 

February 6. Arrivals. 

16. A sloop drove up to New Castle in 
a cake of ice. 

December^ Arrivals and clea-ances throughout. ^ 

1767. January 1. Our river is so full of ice that navi- 
gation is at a stand. Thermometer 6*^ on 2d, 5® 

8. From the very gi eat unexpected thaw 

s'nce Saturday last, our river is now pietty clear of 
ice. On Monday n'ght at the middle feiiy, Schuyl- 
kill, the ice carried away all the boats, bioke the 
ropes, tore the wharf an<l did other consideiable 
damage; some of the out houses, being wuslied 
away by the water overflowing the banki. 

December 24. The cold weather of Saturdiy 
night, filled the r'ver so full of ice that vessefi 
could not depait; but on 'I'nesdav there was a fine 
thaw accompanied with tain and the weather is now 
moderate, and we hope the navigatii;n will soon 
open agiun. 

1768. February 11. Our river is now so clear of ice, 
that vessels get up and down. 

March 24. On Saturday n'ght last, we had a most 
Tiolent snow storm from N. E. 

Deeember. Arrivals and clearances through the 
month. 
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1769 Jan. Arrirals and clearances through the month. 

February 23, Since our last, have had a fine 
thaw, warm sun and some rain by which our navi- 
gation is now clear. 

March 16, Saturday last, a remarkable low tide 
in the Delaware owing to N. W. winds. It is said 
to be 2 J feet lower than common low water mark, 
and in the Schuylkill it was so low that the ferry 
boats could not get to the fast land on either side 
for some time. 

December 21.' Our navigation was for several days 
at a stand, river being full of ice, but on Thursday 
last, about 60 vessels went down. 
1770, January 11^ At present there is so much ice in 
the river that the navigation is at a stand. 

February 15. Our navigation, is now so clear that 
vessels come up. 

December. Entrances and clearances this monUi. 

1771 January, do do 

February 14^ On Saturday morning we had ag^le 
from south and rain — higher tide than known for 
several years. River now so full of ice as to stop 
navigation. 
— ' 28. Navigation again clear. 

March 14. On Saturday niglit violent gale from 
JEi, N. E. and heavy rain— lasted all day—did much 
damagfe. 

December 26. The cold has been so intense for 3 
days past that navigation is at a stand — river lull of 
ice. 

1772 Janxjuary 2. River pretty clear of ice on Tuesday? 
but yesterday so much ice as to obstruct naviga- 
tion. 

January 10. A great quantity of ice prevents a 
vessel getting up. 

' 30. Hail and snow storm from N. E. 

. The cold this month has been excessive. 

February 20. The thermometer in the shade, 
stood at 65°, higher than felt here for many years. 
The navigation which has been obstructed by ice is 
now entirely open. 

March 16. During the last week there fell large 
quantities jof snow, m many places 2 feet deep — a 
good deal of ice in the river. 

Jpril% Thepe fSell 6 inches of snow; entirely 
melted by 5th. 

— — - 25. A slight shock of an earthquake 
about 8 A.M. 

December, Arrivals and clearances through the 
month.. 

1773 January 20. River full of ice—navigation stop- 
ped. 

21. Thermometer in open air on east 

side of the city at 2 P M Sabove® at 4 P M 7® at 6 
P M 5<» at 10 P M 1° 

6 A M 0® at noon n** above 0, at 6 P 

M, 14® above 0, at 10 P M 11 above 0— west side 
of the city — at 6AM 4 below 0; another situation 
on the 21st 3 P M 5''; 22d at 9 A M 0. A glass of 
wine within 8 or 9 feet of a chim»ey where there 
had been a hickory fire the whole evening till mid« 
night, congealed to the consistency of snow. 

March 3. Vessels tliat had been detained by ice 
came up. 

1774 December, Entries and clearances. 

January 12. River So full of ice that the naviga- 
tion is Stopped. 

February 14. River fast bound with ice. 

December 22 & 23 . Snow. 

28 & 29. Snowing— deep snow on the 

ground. 

30. Ice in the Delaware. 

1775 January 17. Delaware navigable. 

18 & 19. Snow. 

Ft^fmary 12. Snow. 

SytemberZ, Highest tide ever known. 

Imtmberl9, Snow. 

(To be Concluded.) 



GOVERNORS, DEPXJTIEB, PRESIDENTS, «tC. OF 
PENNSYLVANIA. 



Wm. Penn (proprietor) acted as Got. tiB 

yd, esq. President till 



1682 Oct. 

1684 Augt. Thomas Lloytl 

1688 Dec. Captain *John Black well (Dep^ Gov*) t« 

1690 Feb. l*r«. sident and Council. - 

1693 April 26 Benjamin Fletcher, esq. Governor. 

June 3 William Mai kham, esq. Dep. Governor. 

1699 Dec. 3 William Penn act d again as Governor 

1701 Nov. 1 Andrew Hamilton, esq. Dep. Oovtmor* 

1703 Feb. President, Kdward Shippen aiid Council t0 

1704 Feb. John Evans Deputy to 

1709 Feb. Charles Gookin, esq. Dep. Ooremor to 

1717 March Sir William Keith, Bart Dep. GovenKir to 

1726 June Patrick Gordon, esq. Deputy Governor to 

1736 June James l«ogan, esq. President and C«nncii 

1738 June George Thomas, esq. Dep. Gdvemor to 

1747 June Anthony Palmer, President to 

1748 June James Hamilton Dep. Governor to Junft 
1754 Oct Robert Hunter Morris, esq. Dep. Gov. X^ 
1756 Aug. 19 William Denny, esq. Dep. Governor t» 
1759 Nov 17 James Hamilton to 

1763 Oct 31 Jolm Penn, son <.f Richard to 

1771 May 6 Council, James Hamilton President 

4771 Oct 16 Richard Penn succeeded. 

1773 Aug^ Jc^nPenn (a second time Govemtr) t» 

1776 Sept 

1777 March Thomas Whartoh, jr. taq, Presdtnt oC 

Supreme Executive Council 

1778 Oct Joseph lieed do 

1781 Nov William Mooro do 

1782 Nov John Dickinson do 
1785 Oct Benjamin Franklin do 
1788 Oct Thomas MifBin do 

GOVIHFOBS riTDSR Nt# C03ltTIT1JTIOr« 

Shewing the votes for each candidate and each appment^ «r 
voeU as the whole number of votes given m tne StaU ei 
each Gubernatorial ekctitn: 

1790 October Thomas Mifflin, votes, 27,725j 
whole number of votes given in the 
State 30^5^ 

1793 Oct Thomas Mifflin, votes,. 19,590 
opponent^ F. A. Muhlenburg, who 
had 10,700 votest total votes iOfiXO 

1796 Oct Thomas Mifflin, votes, 30,020 

total votes 31,031 

1799 Oct Thomas M'Kean, votes, 37,244 
opponent James Ross, who had 32,- 
643 votes— total votes, 69,897 

1802 Oct Thomas M'Keanj votes 47,879? 
opponent James Ross, who bad 17,- 
037 votes^-total votes, 65,010 

1805 Oct Thomas M'Kean; votes, 43,644; 
opponent Simon Snyder, who had 
38,483 votes— total votes 82,593 

1808 Oct Simon Snyder; votes, 67,975 
opponent James Ross, who had 39*- 
575, and John Spayd 4006— total 111,564 

1811 Oct Simon Snyder; votes 52,319— 

total votes 17,603 

1814 Oct Simon Snyder* votes, 51,099— 
opponent t Isaac Wa>'ne, who had 
29,566— total votes 81,593 

1817 Oct William Findlay; votes, 66,331; 
opponent Joseph Hiester, who had 
59,272-total votes 125,614 

1820 Oct Joseph Hiester; votes, 67,905 ; 
opponent William Findlay, who had 
66,300— total votes 134^^ 

1823 Oct J. Andrew Shulze; votes, 89,- 
928; opponent Andrew Gregg, who 
bad H211— total votes 154^147 

1826 Oct J. Andrew Bhulzei Totcs, 72,- 

710^-totalTOte% 75,059 
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FtMkdenMd from a report to ike Lf^datwn^ appoint 
tdtoinfuireintot^ekeftonoflSl?, 

The number of Taxables in 1807, wis 138,285, and in 
1814 165,437, making an increase of 27,142 in 7 years, 
or 3877 per annum, at ^t'hich rate the taxables for 1817 
would amount to 177,058. The number of votes given 
at election of 1817 was therefore 51,515 less than the 
taxables. 

Upon the same principle the taxables in 1808 would 
amoimt lo 142,162. The number of votes that year was 
ll],564, which is 30,398 less than the taxables. 

The taxiables ui 1800 were 112,333, and those in 1807 
138,285, being an annual average increase between 
ISOOand 1807, of 3707— de<luct two years increase, say 
7754. from the taxables of 1807, and it gives 130,531 for 
Ib4 taxables of 18U5, when the number of votes for Go- 
vtrnor waa 82,522, which is 48,009 less than the taxables 
«f that year. 

By the same process ^e taxables in 1799 were 
108^626. At that election 69,887 votes were given,, 
Mnf 38,739 less than the taxables. 

In the city and county of Philadelphia, the taxables 
Ibr 1814 were 19,869-^and the votes at the election of 
1817, were 12,064. 

moo f torn in the Citu and County of Philadelpkia^ a 
iko ^fgbrmt etoetiomfor Governor. From the Joumak* 



TOTXS. 


CITY. 


corirTT. 


TOTll. 


1790 


1859 


1439 


3,298 


1793 


567 


812 


1,379 


1796 








1799 


2749 


S701 


6.450 


isoa 

1805 






6,934 






7,988 


1808 


5688 


5907 


11,592 


1811 






3,708 


1814 


5082^ 


5049 


10,131 


1817 






12,064 


t«iO 






11,417 


1833 


■ 




14,414 


1826 






7,268 



ting Charke the Seeond*s Grant of the Town of New- 
CoMikf and the tJiree lower Countiea^ to the bake of 
Tork. 

Charles, by the grace of God, King otEnghnd^ Scot- 
Ipi/, France and Ireland, defender of the faith, &c. I'o 
aU to whom these presents shall come, Greeting, Know 
ye, that we, for divers gtiod causes and considerations us 
thereunto moving, have, of our especial grace, certain 
knowledge, and meer motion, given and granted, and 
hf theae presents, for us, our iicirs and successors, do 
«ye and grant unto our dearest brother James, Duke of 
IM^ his heirs and assigns all that the town of NeW' 
Catlkf otherwise called Delaware^ and fort therein or 
Ihereiinta belong ug, situate, lying and being between 
Maryland and Aeu; Jereey, in Amerieot and all that tract 
af Ittid lying within the compass or circle of twelve 
milea above the said town, situate, lying and being upon 
the river Delaware, and all the Islands m the said nver 
ei Jk h wofe^ and the said river and soil thereof lying 
•arth of the southermost part of the said circle of twelve 
flttlef about the said towns and all that tract of land up* 
on Delaware river and Bay, beginning twelve, miles 
•aoth fi-ofn the said town of Newcastle, otherwise cal- 
led Dekware, and extending south to Ccpe Lopen; to- 
gether with all the lands, islands, soils, rivers, harbours, 
n^nes, minerals, quarries, woods, marshes, waters, lakes, 
iftlmi||ps, hawkingi, huntings and fowlings, and all other 
loyalties, privileges, pr66ts, commodities and heredita* 
,aMnt^ to the said town, fort, traots of land, islands and 
pKniaea, or to anv or either of them belonging or ap- 
p«tiiftiiif , vrith tha!r and eVery of their appurtenances, 
AtatCk mng and bein|f in Jbnerieaf and all our estate, 
Ight* titjc^ and inttre^ btnefit advaatai^, daim and 
^ ^ wbataoevar, of, in, or to Khe aaid towi^ fort, 



lands^ or premisea, or anv part or parcel thereof, togeth- 
er with the jrearly and other rents, revenues and profits 
of the premises, and of evety part and parcel tbereoff 
to have and to hold the said town of New-Caetle, otherwise 
called Dekttoore, and fort, and all and singular the said 
lands and premises, with their and every of their appur- 
tenances hereby g^ven and granted, or herein before 
mentioned to be given and granted unto our said dearest 
brother James, Duke of York, his heii-s and assigns, for 
ever; to be holden of us, our heirs, and successors, as 
of our manor of East-Greenwich, in our county of Kent, 
in free and common soccage, and not in capite, nor by 
Knight's service, yielding and rendering, and the said 
James, Duke of York, for himself, his heirs and assigns, 
doth covenant and promise, to yield 9Xi^ render unto us, 
our heirs and successors, of and for the same yearly, 
and ever}' year, four Beaver skins, when the same shall 
be demanded, or within ninety days after such demand 
made. And we do further of our special grace, certain 
knowledge and meer motion, for us, our heirs and suc- 
cessors, g^ve and grant unto our dearest brother Jaxxs^ 
Duke of York, his heirs, ^eputies, agents, commission- 
ers and assigns, by these presents, full and absolute 
.power and authority, to correct, punish, pardon, govern 
and rule, all such the subjects of us, our heirs and suc- 
cessors, or any other person or persons as shall from time 
to time adventure themselves into any the ports and pla- 
ces aforesaid, or that sliall or do at any time hereaher 
inhabit the same, according to such laws orders, ordi- 
nances, and institutions, as by our said dearest brother, 
or his assigns, shall be established; and in defect there- 
of, in case of necessity, according to the good discre- 
tion of his deputies, commissioners, officers, or assign 
respectively, as well in cases and matters capital and 
criminal as civil, both marine and others, so always as 
the said statutes, ordinances and proceedings be not 
contrary, but (as near as may be) agreeable to the laws, 
statutes and government of tliis our realm of England,- 
and savm^ and reserving to hs, our heirs and successors, 
the receiving, hearing and determining of the appeal 
and appeals of all, or any person or persons of, m, or 
belongpng to the town, fort, lands and premises afore- 
said, or touching any judgment or sentence to be there 
made or given. And further, that it shall and may be 
lawful to and for our dearest brother, b's heirs and as- 
sig^is, by these presents, from time to time, to nominate, 
make, constitute, ordain and confirm such laws as afore- 
said, by such name or names, stile or stiles, as to him or 
them shall seem gfood; and likewise to revolve, discharge, 
change and alter as well all and singular governors, oni- 
cers and ministers, which hereafter shall be by him or 
them thought iit and needful to be made or used within 
the aforesaid town, fort, lands and premises; and also to 
make, ordain and establish all manner of laws, orders, 
directions instructions,' forms and ceremonies of gov- 
ernment and mag;istracy, fit and necessary for and con 
cerning the government of said town, fort, lands and 
premises, so always as the same be not contrary to the 
laws and statutes of this our realm of England, but (aa 
near as may be^ agreeably thereunto, and the same at 
all times hereaner to put in execution, or abrogate, re> 
voke or change, not only within the pr^incts of the 
said town, fort, lands and premises, but also upon tho 
seas, in g^ing and coming to and from the same, as he or 
they, in their good discretion, shall think fittest for tho 
good of the adventurers and inhabitants. And we do 
further, of our special g^ce, certain knowledge, and 
meer motion, grant ordain and declare, that such gov- 
ernors, deputies, officers and ministers, as from time ta 
time shall be authorized and appointed in manner and 
form aforesaid, .shall and may have fVdl power and au- 
thority within the said town, fort, lands and premisea, to 
use and exercise martial law in case of rebellion, insur* 
rection and mutiny, in as lar^ and ample manner as our 
lieutenants in our counties within our realm ofJSngland 
have, or ought to have, be force of their comnusaons of 
Eeutenaac7,orany law oritttitteofthtsoiDr realm. And 
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we do farther, by these presents, for us, our heirs and 
0Qcces8ors« grant unto our dearest brother J axis, Duke 
of Yorky h s hein* and I'Si'gns, in his and their discre- 
tions from^ time to time; to adm't such and so many per- 
son and pei-s-)ns to ti-adj and traflick unto and with n the 
sad town, fo. t, lanls an;l prem scs, and into every and 
any p.irt and parct-l therf(»f, and to have, possess and 
cojoy ;iny )an;i-»and hcretl ta nenti in llie parts and pla- 
ce* iforesa d, as they s!iall th'.nk fit, accartlinj^ to the 
laws, ord^r-i, conititut.oiu and onlinanccs, by our said 
brother, h'.n heirs, deputies, comin'ssioncrs and assies, 
from time to time to be made and e!»tablished by vii-tue 
of, and accordin.!^ to, the true intent and tneanlnj^ of 
these presents, and under such conditions, reservations 
and agreements, as our said dearest brother, his heirs 
and aisig is, shall set down, order, direct and appoint, 
and not otherwise, as aforesaid. 

And we do further, of our special grace, certain 
knowledge, and meer motion, for us, our heirs, and suc- 
cessors, give and g^nt unto our said dearest brother, his 
heirs and assigns, by these presents, that it shall and may 
be lawful to and for him, then^ at all and every time and 
times hereafter, out of any our realms or dominions 
whatsoever, to take, load, carry, and transport, in and 
Into their voyages for and towards the plantation of the 
•aid town, fort, lands ami premises, all such and so mnny 
of our living subjects, or any other strangers, being not 
prohibited, or under restraint, that will become our liv- 
ing subjects, and live under our allegiance, and shall 
willingly accompany them in the said voyage, together 
with allsuch cloalhing, implements, furniture, or other 
things usually traispirted, and not prohibited, as shall 
be necessary for the inhabitants of the said town, fort, 
lands and premises, and for their use and defence there- 
of, and managing and carrying on the trade with the 
people there, and in passing and returning to and fro ; 
yielding and pay ng unto us, our heirs and successors, 
the customs and duties therefor due and payable, ac- 
cording to the lawi and customs of tliis our realm. And 
we do also, for us, our lieirs and successors, ^ntto our 
•aid dearest brother James, Duke of York, his heirs and 
Assigns, and to all and every such g^ovemor and govern- 
or's, deputy or deputies, or their officers or ministers, 
AS by our said brother, his heirs or assigns, shall be ap- 
pointed, over the inhabitants of the said town, fort, lands 
«nd premises, that they and every of them shall, and 
lawfully may, from time to time, and at all times for ever 
hereafter, for their several defences and safety, encoun- 
ter, repulse and expel, and resist, by force of arms, as 
well by sea as by land, and by all ways and means what- 
soevt-r, all such -perbon and persons as, without the spe- 
cial licence of our said dearest brother, his heirs or as- 
s'gjis, sliall attempt to settle and inhabit within the seve- 
nU precincts and iimlts of the said town, forts lands and 
premises; and also all and every such person or persons 
whatsoever, as shall enterprise and attempt at any time 
hereafter, the destruction, invasion, detriment or annoy, 
ance, to the parts, places, town, fort, lands and premises 
aforesaid, or any part thereof. 

And lastly, our will and pleasure is, and we do here- 
by declare and gp^nt, that these our tetters patents, or 
the enrolments thereof, shall be good and effectual in 
law, fo all intents and ptirposes whatsoever, notwith- 
•tandi ng the not well or true reciting or mentioning of 
the premises, or any part there* f, or Uie Kmits or bounds 
thereof, or of any former or other letters patents or 
grants whatsoever, made or g^ranted of the premises, or 
of any p irt thereof, by us, or any of our progenitors, 
^into any person or persons whatsoever, bodies politick 
or corporate, or any other law oj* other restraint;* in 
etrtainty or imperfection whatsoever to the contrary in 
any wise r.otwlU^stand' ng, aldiouirh express mention of 
the tnie yearly value or certainty of the pn;mises,or any of 
tiiem, or of any other gft or g-ants by us, or by any of 
our progenitorB henceforth made to the said James, Duke 

*Fcriupt it ought to be ^leerttdntjf. 



of Yorky in these presents is not made, or any statute* 
act, ordinance, provision, proclamation or restriction 
heretofore had, made, enacted or provided, or any other 
matter, cause or thing whatsoever, to the contraiy there- 
of in any wise notwithstanding. In witness whereof* 
we have caused these our letters to be made patentsi 
witness ourself, at IFcs/mimterf the twenty-second day 
of March, in tlie thirly-fifih year of our Reign. 

SANCTIFICATION OF THE SAllBATH. 

At a large and respectable meeting composed of di^ 
ferent religious denominations, convened on Monday 
the 14th inst. in the 7th Presbyterian Church for thio 
purpose of adopting measures to promote the saBctifi- 
cation of the Sabbath; 

Robert Ralston, Esq. was called to the chairt and 
Alexander Henry, Esq. and Nicholas Murray appointed 
Secretaries. 

The object of the meeting was stated in a riunt and 
appropriate address by the Rev. Ashbel Green, D. D. 

The following resolution was offered by TboaM» 
Bradford, Jr. Esq. and seconded by Dr. E. Griffiths. 

Beaohed^ That this meeting cordially approve of the 
measures recently adopted by the convention of dele« 
gates of different religious denominations held in New 
York on the 6th of May last, for the purpose of pro* 
moting the better observance of the Christian Sabbeth. 

The following resolution was offered by the Rev. J.J, 
Jane way, D. D. and seconded by the Rev. Samuel H^ 
fenstein. 

Bfsohedf That it is expedient to form a State Branch, 
which shall be auxiliary to the General Union formed hi 
New Yorkf for promoting the observance of the Sab- 
bath; and that a committee of four be appointed to pre> 
pare a form of a Constitution, and to nominate a Board 
of officers to be submitted to this meeting. 

The Rev. Messrs. Jancway, Helfenstein, Dagg and 
T. Bradford, Jr. were appointed that committee. 

The following resolution was offered by the Rer. J. 
L. Dagg, and seconded by the Rev. James Patterson. 

Besoked, That a committee of three be appointed to 
have the proceeding's of this meeting, signed by the 
chairman and secretaries, published in the daily papery 
and also, to have them published in a pamphlet wtm, 
together with the address of the General Union, and 
distributed as extensively as possible; and abo^ to raite 
funds to carry this resolution into effect. 

The Rev. G. R. Livingston, Rev. J. L. Dagg and 
Thomas Bradford, Jun. Esq. were appointed that coda* 
mittee. 

The following resolution was offered by the Rer. G. 
R. Livingston, and seconded by Mr. F. Erringer. 

Retokeds That a committee of three be appointed te 
ascertain whether any of the steam boats rumungonthe 
regular lines between New York and Battimore, will 
desist numing at all on the Sabbath. 

Messrs. Ralston, Henry and Murray were tsppnktbbd 
that committee. 

The following resolution was offered by Mr. John 
M'Mullin, and seconded by Mr. Joseph Montgomeiy. 

Beaolved, That the clei^ of the different denomtne- 
tions of the city and vicinity, be, and they hereby are 
respectfully requested as soon as convenient, to deliver 
appropriate discourses to their congprgations on the oh* 
servance of the Holy Sabbath. 

The following Coristitution and Board of officcft 
were reported by the committee to the meeting and 
unanimously adopted. 

CONSTITUTION. 

Akt I. This Society shall be called the Peimsy l yahi 
Branch, auxiliary to me General Union formed in New 
York city in 1838, for promoting the obaenranee of tfie 
Christian Sabbath. 

Art II. It shall connst indiscriminately of the friends 
of mo alKy and religion of aU denominatianif who may 
choose to combine their mflo/ence Ibr the promotioQ it 
this iaDtrettiDg object 
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Abt m. A9 the weapons of the Chriitian waiiare tre 
not cvnal but spiritual, the means employed by this 
Society for effecting their desigpi shall be exclusively 
the influence of personal example, of moral suasion, 
with arguments dra^^cn from the oracles of God, fix>m 
the existing laws of our country, and appeab to the 
consciences and hearts of men. 

Art I V^ This Branch shall hold its ut ;;;al meeting at 
such time and place, as tlie directors may determine, 
when a Board consisting of a Hresiilent, Vice Presidents, 
Recording and Corresj»onding Secretaries, a Treasurer 
and twenty-four Directors shall be chosen to conduct 
the business of the Sccitty; three of whom shall consti- 
tute a quorum. In case of the failure of an annual 
election, the existing officers shall continue till a new 
election. 

Amx V. I^ shall be the duty of the Board to meet, at 
the call of the President, as often as shall be necessary 
for the transaction of business, to fill their own vacan- 
cies^ to adopt energetic measures to accomplish the 
•bject of the General Union: and to make to this 
Branch an annual report of their proceedings. 

Abt VI. Any person may become a member of this 
Branch by subscribing the Constitution and signing the 
foUowin^ pledge, viz. 

We, whose names are undersigned, do hereby ac- 
knowledge our obligation to keep the Sabbath accord- 
ing to the Scriptures; and we pledge ourselves to each 
other, and to the Christian public, to refrain from all se- 
cular employments on tliat day, O^m travelling in steam 
boats, stages, canal boats, or otherwise, except in cases 
of necessity or niercy, and to aim at discharging- the 
duties of that sacred day; and also that we will, as cir- 
cumstances admit, encourage and give a preference to 
those lines of conveyances whose owners do not employ 
them on the Sabbath. 

A«T VII. This Constitution shall not be altered, ex- 
cept at an annual meeting, and by a vote of two thirds 
/oi the members present. 

OTVTCEtS. 

Robert Ralston, President. 
Alexander Henry 7 ,,. ^ • i * 

Kev. G. H. Lu'np.tonr'"*P'*«"'«"*^ 
Nicholas Murray, Recording Secret«r>'. 
1*nomas Bradford, jr- esq. Cor. Sec'ry. 
Frederick Erringer, Treasurer. * 



James Moore 
Dr. Griffiths 
J.I.. InicKs 
Jfiseph P EngTes 
Rev. James Pi»tterson 
G. W. Mentz 
Nicholas Murray 
Joseph Montgomery 
Rev. John Chambers 
Isaac Wamp«»le 
J. B. Mitchell 
Comelius Stevenson 



A. G. Ctsxton 
Duncan Gccrire 
Robert Wnlluce 
Rev. J. L. Dagg 
Rev. S.llelfTenstein 
Rev. M. Force 
Dr. B.auhees 
Rev. W. T. BranUy 
John M'Mullin 
Rev, Prter Wolle 
Ambrose White 
James Peters. 



Interesting and appropriate addresses were delivered 
by the Rev. Dr. Green« 'iMiomas Bradford, jr. esq. Rev. 
Dr. Jai^way, Rev. Mr.Dsgg, Rev, Mr. Patterson, Rev. 
Mr. Livingston, and others. A spirit of harmony and 
exertion pervaded the meeting, which, it is hoped, will 
extend itself tlirough every part of Pennsylvania, and 
do much to rescue the CImstian Sabbath from profana- 

^00. 

Robert RALSTo^r, Chairnum. 
Alexander Henry ^ c^.^^^-^ 
MiclMlas Murray 5 ^«^«^»- 

WM. PENN AND ARCHBISHOP TILLOTSON. 

vWilfiam Penn, for bis strict attachment to king James 
JL Mid the extraordinary fiivoun received by him from 
•Ail^paafu^ bad drawn upon himtalf the imputadon of 



being a Papist, and even of a priest and Jesuit in disguise; 
And it had been commonly reported that Dr. Tilkytson 
had given into the same opinion, and reported it to hit 
prejudice. Upon which Mr. Penn wrote to him thus; 
Worthy Friend^ 

Being often told that Dr. Tillotson r):ould suspect me, 
and so report me a I'apist, I think a Jesuit, and being 
closely pressed, I take the liberty to ask thee, if ariy 
such reflection ffll from thee If it did, I am sorry one 
I esteemed ever the first of his robe, should so undeserv- 
edly stain me, for so I call it: And if the story be false, 
I am sorry they shoukl abuse Dr. Tillotson, as well as 
myself, without a cause. I add no more, but that I ab- 
hor two principles in religion, and pity them who ow» 
them: The first is, Obedience upon authoriiy tviihoui eor^ 
viciiort; and the other, Desiroifing them thai differ fnm 
me far GocPssake, Such a rehgion is without judgment, 
though not without teeth. Union is best, if right, else 
charity. And as Hooker said, " The time will come, 
when a few words spoken with meekness, and humility^ 
and love, shall be more acceptable than volumes of con- 
troversies, which commonly destroy charity, the very 
best part of true religion.** I mean not a charity that 
can change with all, but can bear all, as I can Dr. Til- 
lotson, in what he dissents from me; and in this reflec- 
tion too, if said, which is not yet believed by 
Thy true Christian Friend, 

W. PENN. 

Charing-cross, 28th of the 11th month, 1685-6. 

To which Dr. Tillotson returned the following an- 
swer: 

Jannary 26, 1685. 

Honoured iSYr— The demand of your letter is very juat 
and reasonable, and the manner of it very kind; there* 
fore, in answer to it be pleased to take the following ac- 
count. The last time you did the favour to see me at 
my house, I did, according to the freedom I always use, 
where I profess my friendship, acquaint you with some^ 
thing I had heard of a correspondence you held witb 
some at Rome, and paVticularly with some of ^e Jesuits 
there. At which time you seemed a little surprised; and 
af^er some general discourse about it, you said you would 
call upon me some other time, and speak farther of it. 
Since that time I never saw you but by accident and in 
passsge. where I thought you alwavs declined me; par- 
ticulaj-ly at Sir William Jones's chamber, which was the 
last time I think I saw you. Upon which occasion I 
took notice to him of your strangeness to me, and told 
him what I thought might be the reason of it and that I 
was sorry for it, because I had a particular esteem of 
your parts and temper. 

The same, I believe, I have said to otiiers; but to 
whom I do not so particulariy remember. Since your 
going to Pennsylvania, I never thought of it, till ktelr 
being in some company, one of them pressed to declare, 
whether I had not heai-d something of you, which had 
satisfied roe that you were a Papist I answered, Nol 
by no means, 1 told him what I had heard, and what I 
said to you, and of the strangeness that ensued upon its 
but that this never went farther with me, than te make 
me stispect there m'ss more in that report, which I have 
heard, than I was at first willing to believe; and if any 
made of it I should look upon them as very injunoiu 
both to Mr. Peen and myself. This is the truth of that 
matter; and whenever you will please to satisfy me that 
my suspicion of the tnith of that report I had heard, 
was groundless, I will heartily beg your pardon for it 
I do fully concur with you in the abhorrence of the two 
principles you mention, and your approbation of that 
excellent saying of Mr. Hooker's, for which I shaR veir 
highly esteem him. I have endeavoured to make it one 
of the govemiu|^ principles of my life, neoerio abate mm 
thing of humamty or dkariiy to any man, for his iM^ 
met from mt m opinion/ and particularly to l^oae eC 
your perauaaon, at aereral of tbep Imi?^ had czpeiicBoe. 
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I have been ready on all oocaikms, to do all offices of 
kindncM, beings truly sorry to see them so hardly used{ 
mod, though I thought them mistaken, yet, in the main, 
I believed them to be very honest I thank yon for 
your letter, and have a just esteem of the temper of it, 
and rest 

Tour faithful friend, .^ 

JOHN TILUSTSON. 
«■■• "' 

This produced the fblfd^l^Jetter from Mr. Penn. 
Winihy Friend^ ^:\ ■' 

Slaving a much less opinion of my own menrHwy than 
of Dr. 'Iillotson's truth, I will allow the fact, though not 
the jealousy: for besides that I cannot look strange 
where I am* well used, I have ever treated the name of 
^r, Tillotson with another regard: I might be grave and 
lull of my own business: I was also then disappointed by 
the doctor's; but my nature is not harsh, my education 
less, and my principles least of all. It was the opinion 
I had of the doctor's moderation, simplicity and inte- 
grity, rather than his parts or post, that always made me 
•et a value upon his friendship; of which, perhaps, I am 
a better judge, leavin|f the latter to men of deep ta- 
lents. I blame him nothing, but leave it to his better 
thoughts, if, in my affair, his jealousy was not too nimble 
Ibr his charity. If he can believe me, I should hardly 
prevail with m3rflelf, to endure the same thought of Dr. 
Titlotson on the like occasion, and less to speak of it. 
Fo^the Roman ccrrespondence I will freely come to 
confession. I have not only no such thing with any Je- 
suit at Rome (though Protestants may have without of- 
Ibnce) but I hold noue with any Jesuit, priest, or regu- 
lar, in the world, of that communion. And that the 
doctor may see what a novice I am in that business I 
know not one any where. And when all is said, 1 am a 
Catholic though not a Roman, I have bowels for man- 
Itind, and dare not deny others what I crave for myself, 
I mean liberty, for the exercise of my relig'on? thinking 
fijth, piety, and providence, a better security than 
ibroet and that if truth cannot prevail with her own wea- 
pons, all others will fa'.l her. Now, though I am not 
obliged to this defence, and that it can be no temporising 
DOW [in 1686] to make it; yet, that Dr. Tillotson may 
•ec how much I value his good opinion, and dare own 
^e tnith and myself at all times, let him be confident / 
am no Roman Caihole; but a Chruiian whose creed is the 
Scripture/ of the truth of which I hold a nobler evi- 
dence, than the best church authority in this world; and 
yet I refttse not to believe the Porter, thwigh I cannot 
leave the sense to his discretion; and when I should, if 
he offends against those plam methods of understanding 
God hath made us to know thin^ by, and which are in- 
separable from us, I must beg- his pardoMy as I do the 
Doctor's for this length, upon the assurance he hath gi- 
¥«ii me of his doing the like upon better infoniiation; 
which that he may ftiUy have* I recommend to him my 
Jddrem to Protesianii, from page 133 to the end; and to 
the fo«r first ohapteTs of my No Cross no Crown f to say 
nothing of oor most unceremonious and unwordly way 
of worshiprMd Mttr pompous cult: where, at this time, 
1 shall leave the business, with all due sAd sensible ae- 
knowledgsmeiits to thy friendly temper, and assurances 
4d die nnoere wishes md respects of 
' Thy affectionate and real friend, 

W. PENN. 

Charing-^iross, 29th of the 11th month, 1686. 

To which the Docter answered: 

Jijmi^, 1686. 

8it,^^m(k r&y sorry thtct the suspicion which I had 
^nteitalned concerning you, of which I gave you the 
trae aoeottnt in my former letter, hath occasioned so 
iM«k tMuUe and ineens^nienee to yo«K and I do now 
docliii*wi«i t««iit joy, Aj* I amfrillrsatlstodthatthcre 
was no just ground for that suspioidn, and therefore I 
dolMaKilybei:y«iirptrdoiiforit And aver sineo you 
r pttMdftft gWe sa that stikfttftiM, I hifM taken 



all oocaiions to vindicate 3roa in this matter; and shall 
be ready io do it to the person that sent you the eades* 
ed, whenever he will please to come to me. lam very 
much in the coimtry, but will seek the first opportunity 
to visit you at Charing-cross, and renew our acquaintance^ 
in which 1 took great pleasure. I rest, 
Your Faithful Friend. 

JOHN TILLOTSON. 
[Fenn. Mag. 

AUCTIONS. 

In pursuance of a resolution adopted at a very 
numerous and respectable meeting of Merchanta 
and Traders, held at Clement's Hotel, onthcevcn- 
ning of the 27th ult. a general meeting of merchanta 
and others was convened at the District Court 
room on the evening of the 7th inst. at 8 o'clock. 

THOMAS C. KOCKHILL was called to the 
Chair, and Matthew Newkirk and David Ell- 
maker were appointed SecrelaVies. 

The following resolutions were submitted by the 
committee chosen at the former meeting, and unani- 
mously a])proved ofi*: 

1st Resolved, That in the opmion of this meet- 
ing, the existing system of sales by auction is st 
great and increasing evil, and highly injurious to 
the interests of every class of citizens throughout 
the Union. 

2d. Resolved, That a committee, consisting of 
the following persons, be appointed on behalf of the 
citizens of Philadelphia, loco-operate with our fel- 
low citizens elsewhere, in their exeitions to correct 
the evils of auctions, and to pursue such measurea 
as they may deem advisable for the accomplish- 
ment of this object, with power to supply any va- 
cancies in their own body, viz: 



Manuel Eyre, 
Matthew L. Bcvan, 
Ambrose White, 
Matthew Newkirk, 
Jeremiah Brown, 
Joshua Haven, 
B. M«Credy, 
A. Tessiere, 
Joseph Cabot, 
Richard Price, 



Robert Earp, 
Furman Learnings 
Robert Toland, 
David Ellmaker, 
R. M. Whitney, 
J. J. Borie, Jr, 
Aaron Kille, 
William Wurts, 
William Rogers, 
James Fassitt, 
J. M. Vanharlingen, 
Thos. C. RockhilL 



Caleb Cope, 
Townsend Sharpless, 
J. M. Ch apron, 

3d. Resolved, that a committee of three peraona 
be appointed to prepare a memorial on this hnpor- 
tant subject to be presented to Congress at their en- 
suing session. Whereupon Joseph H . Dulles, J. J. 
Borie and Furman Learning were appointed on said 
committee, who having withdrawn for a short time, 
reported a memorial, which was read and unaiiH 
mously adopted. 

4th. Resolved, that the proceedings of this meet- 
ing be published m the newspapers of thii city, af- 
ter which the meeting adjourned. 

T. C. ROCKHILL, Chairmaa. 

Matthew Newkirk. 7 secreuriei. 

David Ellmaker, 5 
To the Senate and Bouse of Representatives in Cangrm 



The Memorial of the subscribers, citlaens of Philadel* 

phia, 
Respedfulfy rqtresent. 

That the evils resulting from the system of auction^ 
as conducted in this country, are many and tggrfkin^^ 
and such as the General Goremoient alone can remedy 
and prevent. 

That thesyrtem, br wlddk •Bcewioatoacllte tha 
higliert tafiddar,'* ace giantad to a ««? 1 •"•^-^ 
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If ethh may purehtse the privile^» or whose influence 
with % nilinr party may procure it, while til others are 
prohibited m>m selling their property in this manner — 
wan infringement of the liberties of the citizen. 

That a sj-stem created by local laws, and by means of 
which the gre-at mass of merchandize is made in the 
course of trade, to pass through" the hands of a few men, 
who thereby acc^uire great wealth in a short time — is a 
tntmcpofy inconsistent with the principles of our gOYem- 
Blent. 

That the profbond secresy with which the vender is 
concealed, through the agency of auctions, encourages 
iraiid in nomberlM fbrms, and the established time be- 
jrond whieh there is no redress, (limited to one day, or 
It most but three days,) secures generally to the de- 
ceivers the gain of any cheat which may be unde- 
tected in that short period. Fraudulent debtors, under 
cover of this system, securely practice the arts of the 
•windier. Stolen property is thus easily and. safely con- 
verted into ready money; and the temptation nas in 
frequent instances led the heedless youth to rob his 
•nmployer, and thus raise the means of gfuilty indulgence. 
The snnuggler finds this secret svstem, a ready avenue, 
oy which to reap the profits of those frauds which he is 
l^ractisii^ upon the revenue. 

That roreign speculators and manufacturers allured by 
fhe temptations of auctions, the long credits on duties, 
and frequent success in adventures, have poured their 
turphjs goods into the United States, thereby creating 
such fluctuations in trade as to drive from it almost an 
bat those who are under their oWn peculiar circum- 
•tances. 

That the Annerican importer, being thereby removed 
from the trade, the profit arising from the importing bu- 
mness is transferred from the American citizen, and is 
deducted from the wealth of the nation) and all the pros- 
perous industry which would arise from the difiusion of 
50 great an amount through society, In the employment 
of mechanics^ the renting of houses, the consumption of 
the products of the earth, &c. is lost 

That the credits on duties designed to encourage the 
American merchant, when industry, enterprise, and ho- 
nesty formed his chief capital» have become a perpetual 
fond without interest, in the hands of the foreigner, to 
the manifest bjury of those for whose benefit they were 
granted. 

That the incessant fluctuations thus created are at 
once iniurious to commerce) destnictive to public mo- 
im]% and ruinous to individuals — ^the monopolist alone 
being enriched amid the general calamity. 

That the prices of merchandize are increased, inas- 
Bmch as the profits of the importer and auctioneer, to- 
gether with the state duties, are added to thel^ins of 
the former importer, who still remains a necessary link 
in the trade of the country, and must be supported by a 
charge upon his sales. I'he price is also increased in the 
absenee of the competition of many importei s, the trade 
being in the hand of a few foreign agents, by whom in 
times of scarcity the most exorbitant profits are realized 
BeKeving that the portions here assumed, can at the 
proper time be clearly proved, and that inferences from 
them deeply involving the interests of ever}* class of the 
commanity are fiurly deducible, we appeal to those to 
whom is •ntnisted the welfare of our common country, 
and pray that they may take such measures as shall m 
their judgment most effectually protect our citizens 
against the operaUons of a system, fatal alike to the vir- 
tue and prosperity of the community. 

MAUCH CHUNK. 
It vss in July 1S35, when 1 last visited Hsuch Chunk. 
Having beard much of the improvements since made 
there, and especially of the rail-road, I determined to 
take the opportunity of my journey to Wilkeabarre, 
itgain to see this interesting place. Lowrytown, an ap- 
peodsjre to the works at Maueh Chunk, is situate 15 
■ilea further op the Lehigh river. Its tocition is in tbe 



midst of the Great Pine Swamp. There is not, probably 
in the whole extent of country, south of the Iskes, and 
eust of the Allegheny mountHins, a place remaining so 
wild, secluded and romantic. On Thursday morning, 
July the lOth, I mounted my horse at Porter's excellent 
Hotel, in Wilkesbarre, and directed my way from the 
charming valley of Wyoming, through Solomon's Gap 
to Lowrytown. Attracted by the new merchant mill of 
Gen. Koss, stopped half an hour to examine it. The 
higli perfection attained by .\merican Millwrights, ift 
the construction of machinery for the manufacture of 
flour, is a source of admiration and pride. 1'he whol6 
labour is done by machiner}'{ the wheat carried into the 
lofV, thoroughly cleansed, and conveyed to the hopper^ 
the flour, by elevators, returned to the loft, stirred, 
cooled, bolted, and with little labour packed in the bar** 
rels ready for market. Pennsylvania abounds in fine 
mills. Perliaps there is not, in the world, so great s 
number, so peHect in machinery as in our state. The 
mill of Gen. lloss is among the noblest, neatest finished^ 
and best it has l>een our lot to visit. A sufficient stream 
giving him a fall of thirty feet, affords him power, ilrith 
two pair of burr, and one pair of country stones, for ex* 
teni»ive operaxions. Dergstresser was his millwri^ht-*^ 
a German, distinguished for the neatness, accuracy and 
strength of his work, and tor some valuable improve* 
mentM in the arrangement of tjie cog-wheel^j iMsening 
essentially the friction. The cost « f the mill was under- 
stood to be 13,000 dollars. From Wilkesbarre toLowry. 
town, the road passes over rocky monntainsj^ and deep 
glens <»f thick pine and hemlock woods; 

Two miles from Lowrytown, there is a large opening, 
apparently of some miles in extent, said to be an old 
Indian clearing, but is probably the efft ct of a windfall 
and repeated fires which have prevented the timber from 
growing. Evening was approaching and rabbits innu- 
merable played and sported in my path for a long dis* 
tance, so tame as scarcely to leave the road as 1 rcnle by 
themt At six 1 arrived at the upper houses in Lowry- 
town. Fifteen or twenty neat log buildings are erected 
on a piece of flat land on the top of Lehigh mountains; 
and are occupied by persons who are engaged in getting- 
in logs for the saw mills. The purpose uf the settle* 
ment and works at this plate, is to prepare timber for 
boats to take coal from Mauch Chunk to Phikidelphia. 
Having been so directed, 1 inq«iired for the habitation 
of Mr. Irish, superintendant of the works at this place, 
and turning to the right, descended a steep hill into a 
narrow glcn, through which I.aurelrun finds its way to 
the Lehigh. 'I'he hills rise abruptly more than t wo hundred 
feet high, and it cannot much exceed that distance from 
the top of one hill to the top of the other. A place so 
wild and rude is rarely to be found even in the Great 
Swamp, which nature seems to have intended for an 
eternal solitude. But the enterprise of man has made 
even this place lively by his labour, and pleasant from 
the conviction of the public utility and private prospe- 
rity springing from the operations here carried on. A 
road between a row of houses and stables near the creek 
leads to two saw mills on the margin of the river. A 
stone mill and large store, containing goods to the vahie 
of more than 10,000 dollars, indK*4ite the business trans- 
acted here. Provisions are brought from Luzerne cOuntw 
and notwithstanding the roughness of the road, a brisk 
trade is kept up between this place and Wilkesbarre. 
A wagon going m was taking barrels of mackerel from 
Lowrytown, the driver saying they could be obtained as 
cheap by that route as any other. 

The accommodations at the house of Mr. Irish were 
very comfortable. The clismber and beds were so nest 
they would be in the best mansion in the city, a perfect 
luxury; and if 1 could give a receipt for tlie baked In- 
dian pudding* we had for dinner, 1 am sure Mil good 

* Aeoojp/.— Scald two quarts of skim milk, stir in one 
pint of Indian meal, or enough to make very thin mush, 
add s little islt— s tes-eap fidl of molaiiei, agresi tpooil- 
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botiiewivei would thatik me for learning* them to make 
A dish 9o si mplej economical, ami tnily excellent 

There are four saw millit at this place, two of them 
running two saws each, «nd of the most powerful con- 
struction. One set of hands work from 12 at nig-ljt to 
12 at noon— another, the other li hour«, so that ttie 
milJs rtln day and night. The mountains of the Lehigh 
•re high and precipitous. Loj^ rfi-e liauled to the sum- 
niit and projected in shutes or troughs to the river. To 
see the lop descend endwise 700fefi, passing with the 
rapidity of an arrowi plunging into the deep water, 
throwing aloft a volume <yf <okm and spray — one log fol- 
lowing another in quick successiion, was a sight interest- 
ing; I might say, combined with the mountain scenery, 
the expanse and depth o/" forest, the shouts of the woods- 
men, and the flight of the sacred eagle, was e:£clting knd 
sublime. 

The largest pine cut this season, iiras lying on the 
rootmtain brink. Its size exceeded that of any tree I re- 
collect to have seen. There were three logs of seven- 
teen feet each,- before it reached the point where it se-' 
parated into branches or prongs, and from each prong 
tliree logs Were obtained of mieen feet cMch, making 
nine logs. The butt measured four feet five inches one 
way, and four feet another way — not being exactly 
' rotmd. A calculation made on the spot, gave 9000 feet 
AS tlie quantity of boat's the tree would proiluce; so 
tliat in jf'ilihidelphia it would be worth, in siiwed lumber 
more than one hundred dollars. See the effect of hu- 
man labour, skill and internal navigation. The differ- 
ence in the value of this single tree, in tiie forest and at 
market, speaks powerfully in favor of making the inter- 
communication between different parts of the country 
perfect as possible. Only open a way for the productions 
of the soil to market, and for every dollar expended, 
you add twenty to the public stock of wealth. I counted 
, with what accuracy I could, the rings from the centre, 
marking the age of the old pine, and found them to be 
nearly 2^, so that it must have cominenced its ^wth 
with Shakspeare, about 1560 or 70, and lived in days of 
"Good Queen Bess." 

But the horn sounds. The rafts are about to set off 
down the river fof Mauch Chunk. Having sent my horse 
through the wilderness path by a boy hired for the pur- 
pose, precisely at 1 o'clock P. M. we pushed from the 
shore at Lowrytown, two mfts being in company. The 
lever was moved, the gates of the dam descended, the 
waterrushed through the sluiceway, and we shot down 
the steep descent on the foaming billows, not without 
a deeper ducking than was altogether desirable by a 
mere passenger. When ladies go down, a box is pre- 

eared to save them from the waves. On the artificial 
esh we floated along finely, sometimes running ahead 
of it, and having to wait for it to come on. The scenery 
along the Lehigh is extremely wild. The hills the whole 
way rise steeply from tlie margin of the river several 
hundred feet and are crowned by forests of mighty pines 
shutting out the sun except at "high twelve." Deer 
are often seen on the banks— bear sometimes and rattle 
snakes are not unfrequenlly killed in the eddies swim'- 
ming the river. At the llatchel -teeth Falls, the fresh 
having been dissipated by the distance run, our raft ran 
upon a rock. The hardy niftmen spring in, the water 
coming waist high, puslied her off, and went on without 
a murmur or an oath. Just at dusk the village of Mauch 
Chunk and its wonderful works opened to eye.- Ft/. /2^ 



IttI of ginger — or a little of any other spice you like. Pat 
it in a tin or earthen pan, and bake it m the oven three 
hours. It eats well without, but better with a lump of 
butter, and is a luxury superior to rice or custards 

ANECDOTE OF BENJAMIN LAT. 
On Monday about noon, being in the time of the ge- 
neral mating of fnends, Benjamin Lay, the Pjrtbago- 
riaa cyidcal Christian philosopher, bore a pubhc testi- 
mowy against the vanity of tea drinking, by devoting tQ 



destruction in the market place, a large parcel of valti- 
able china, &c. belonging to his deceased wife. He 
mounted a stall on which he had placed the box of 
ware; and when the people were gathered around him, 
began to break it pieceineal with a hammer, but was 
inten-upted by the populace, who overthrew him and 
his box to the jjround, and scrambling for the sacrifice, 
carried off as much of it as they could get. Several 
would have purchased the china of him before be at^ 
tempted £o destroy it, but he refused to take any price 
for it. Penn. Chiz. March 25, 1742. 

At a celebratioit of the 4th of July in MeaniviHe, 
Bradford county. Pa. the Declaration of Independence 
was read by Colonel Franklin^ now about 80 yeaw of 
age, in a strong and impressive manner— after which h0 
delivered, extemporarily, the following* short address r 

*' Friends andfeUow citizens: — 
« You see before you a frail remnant of one of those 
who have faced the British cannon, and heard the still 
more appalling yell of the painted savage at the horrt* 
ble nfMkSHacre of Wyoming. We gained for you the li- 
berty you have enjoyed for more than half a century. In 
all human probability this is the last time our faultering^ 
tongues will ever tell to you on an anniversary of free- 
dom the story of our sufferings. May the Almighty 
strengthen you with virtue to defend vour inheritance 
against foreign invasion, as well as against domestic in- 
trigue and nulitary usurpation. 

FREEDOM OF THE PRESS. 
•*At a Council at Phi]adel]ihia, February 1st, 17^25,- 
the Board being informed that Andrew Bradford,- thi 
printer, attended according to order, he was called in 
and examined concerning a late pamphlet entitled; 
• Some remedies proposed for restonn)? the s»mk credit 
of the Province of Pennsylvania.* Whereupon he de- 
clared that he knew nothing of the printing or publish- 
ing the said pamphlet; and being reprimanded by the 
Governor for publishing a certain paragraph in his news- 
paper called the Amencah Weekly Mercury, of the 2d 
of January last, he said it was inserted by his journey- 
men who composed the said paper, without his know- 
ledge, and that he was very sorry for it, and for which he 
humbly submitted himself, and asked pardon of the Got 
vernor and the Board; Whet*elipon the Governor told 
him, that he nuist not for the future presume to publish 
any thing relating to or concerning the affairs of this gx>i 
vemment, or the government of any other of his Majea^ 
ty's Colonies, without the permission of the Governor or 
S^ecretary of this Province for the time being. Anti 
Uien he was dismissed." 

{Minutes of CoundL 

LARGE POPLAR'. 

A poplar tree was cut down in Berks county in4627i 
near Lewis's ferry. It was 117 feet in height, and 64 
from the butt to the first branch, and its gi-eatest cir- 
cumference 20 feet 7 inches — perfectly sound, and from 
the concentric circles at the end of the trunk, it was es- 
timated to be 300 years old. Gave 22 cords of wood. 
Sat.Ev.Po8i,BprH7. 
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The following document is interesting, as exhibiting 
tbe ftate of the finances of Pennsylvania at the com- 
mencement of the present government in 1790. It will 
•enrc by comparison with the statements of the present 
period, to mark the rapid progress of the SUte to its 
now flourishing financial condition. 

STATE OF THE FINANCES 
Cfihe Commonwcalih of Penmi/ivania, UH Oct. 1st, 1790. 

On the commencement of the present government of 
this commonwealth, boimd in all the eng^gv-mcnts of 
the former, and by a fundamental, article in pur own 
ponstitution, as well as in that of the Union, which in- 
hibits Jaws to impair contracts; I beg Ic;ave to Jay before 
the legislature a state of the debts of the c'ommon- 
weakh* of their engagements for their discharge, whe- 
ther of |>rincipal or interest, the means of discharge, 
«od the present appropriation of the revenues, together 
with' an enumeration of such as are not specially appro- 
priated, as the present constitution directs that no mo- 
^ey ihall be drawn from tlie Treasury but in consequence 
fii appropriations made by law. 

Of ike Jkhts of the Staie. 

"When the arms of Great Britain were raised against 
thia country, Pennsylvania, tlien a province, owed few 
debts to individuals. Only two have appeared and been 
settled; the an^ount of both is inconsiderable; one for 
-£15 for repairing arms in 1773; the other for printing in 
1761 to 1764, £i 15 • She had unredeemed of sun- 
417 emissions of bills of credit which were struck, part 
thereof for the defence and other purposes of the late 
province, and part emitted on the faith of the province, 
and lent to certain useful public institutions, I'he amount 
of the bills unredeemed at the revolution, 1776, were 
ie399633 15 a By acts of March 23d, and May 2Sth, 
1778, the holders of these bills were called upon to de- 
iiver them up within a limited time, now long since 
ekpsed, and to receive other bills to the same amount 
in their stead. After the limited time was passed, tlie 
first mentioned bills were declared to be irredeemable 
lor ever. Under these laws a great many were cxchan- 
igtdf but there renuuns unexchanged and escheated to 
the state the sum of £266439 8 3. 

The d^its due and which have accrued to the state 
since the commencement of her independence, have 
principally been incurred in the late war. They consist, 

I Of bUb of credit emitted for carrying it on, or for 
pi^rmg- the interest of debts due for advances, services 
and Mipplies therein, together with £50,000 emitted on 
loan. For pay and expenses of the militia and forces of 
the state in the service oS the United States» either In 
the fcdecal army in our defence against the British, or 
on the fit>ntier8 against the British, and sava^s; supplies 
lor the federal army i|i men, money, clothmg, mlhtary 
slofes, provision, and other purposes. 

H Of the grant to the late proprietaries in Pennsyl^ 



ni Of certificates issued in 1780, for provisions for 
tfie moft per act Junp 1780, and for horses for Hie ar- 

* Cerdfieatesof funded 4ebt, as per headn. were is- 
mad ior both of these. 
Vol. n,— 7. 



IV Of depreciation certificates, issued for the depre- 
ciation of the pay of the Pennsylvania line in the late 
federal army, of the officers of the hospital and medical 
department, and of the stat(f navy. 

V Of interest notes issued to pay one year's interest 
to citizens of Pennsylvania on certificates foi* cash lc»»t, 
services performed, or supplies for the United States^ 

VI Of certificates of funded debt, giVen fcr debts 
due, where there was not money to di&chaa ge them, and 
for all demands against the state authorised by law and 
equity. 

Vli Of new loan certificates, issued for certificates c^ 
debts dvte by the United Slates to citizens of this state. 

VIII The ceitificates of depreciation and the funded 
debt under the foregoing heads bear an annual interest 
of si:( per cent, therefore out of them aiiscs another 
debt. 

IX Of the pensions allowed by the state. 

X Compensations for servanis and apprentices enUst- 
ed in the continental army. 

Under the se<:ond head is included all demandaogainst 
the state which arose during the war, at d which may be 
exhibited before the 1st of Januaty next, together with 
such accounts already settled, as will not be discharged 
in money, the parties being, per act of April 1st 1784, 
and March 1785, entitled to receive such ccrtficates and 
the interest thereof. 

3y act of 21st November 1789, no claim against the 
state for articles or supplies of uny kind furnished bj 
individuals during the late War between the United 
States and the King of Great Britain, not preferred be- 
fore the 1st of January 1791, will be afterwards admits 
ted or allowed by the state- 

There is anotlier species of expense called claims, 
which cannot properly be arranged under the debts of 
tiie state, and which is uncertain in its amount, as it de* 
pends on the grants of the legislature at the time, and 
not on accounts adjusted upon fixed priiK:iples. The 
sum of £5000 annually is appropriated by act of March 
26th and 28th September 1789, and is constituted as a 
fund for this purpose. It may be worthy the considera- 
tion of the legislature, whether such a fund is notfikely 
to beget many improper applications, and whether, ailer 
the state hath, by an act of limitation, barred even un- 
settled claims which would have been legal* such ah in- 
vitation should continue to be held out. 

Besides the foregoing debts, there are the following 
expenses, viz: 

XI The pay and contingent expenses necessary for 
the support of government. 

'XII The improvements undertaken for the advantage 
of the citizens, the advancement of learning, wealUi, 
and population, in the commonwealth. 
Having thus generally mentioned the debts and es« 

Senses of the commonwealth, I shall state more particu^ 
trhr the nature and amount of each^ the funds upon 
which they respectively rest, and the parts of the {qfCp 
mcr which have been redeemed. 

I The bills of credit are of the several emissions^ tcX- 
lowing, viz. 

1st The resolve money emitted in 177S and 1776, by 
sundiT resolutions, viz : £35,000 per resolutions of as- 
sembly, June 30th, 1775, ibr pay of as^ociators in ser- 
vice, and to put the cUy and province into a atate of 
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ddeiice» of November 30th, 1775, for £80,000 for the 
then present exiifencies, and per resohition April' 6tb, 
17T6^ £85,000 for the same parpose, £300,000 

94. The commonwealth money, emitted 
per act 20th Harch, 1777, for the 'defence of 
the ftate, 200,000 



£400,000 
. Of these there hath been redeemed as fbU 
iowB: Counted and burnt by the committees 
of Assembly, from time to time. 

Of the resolve money, 77461 1 1 

Of the commonwealth do 91042 10 

Of both kinds, 7934 2 5 

Palance outstanding 223562 6 6 

£400,000 



Ib an act passed 4th December 1789, it is' stated, that 
by act of the 7th of April 1781, all the above bills of 
credit, not then redeemed, were directed to be exchan- 
gied for the bills of credit emitted by the said act of 
April 7th 1781, and the said act of December 4th 1789 
declares, that all of the said bills not broagfht in and ex* 
cJianged as aforesaid, on or before the Ist of January 
1791, shall be thenceforth iiredeemable. 

3d. The bland mon^, or emission of bills 
of credit on interest at five per cent per an- 
num, emitted i>er act March 25th 1780, for 
|>rocnri|ig provisions for the army, £100,000 

Of this there hitth been redeemed 
as follows, viz: 

CooAted and burnt by commit- 
tees of assembly, £99273 5 

Ib the treasury, • • - 57 9 3 

Balance outstandmg, to be re- 
deemed, .... 669 5 9 

£1,00,000 



The h<Mers of these are entitled by law to parent 
of principal and interest till the time of redemption^ at 
^e treasury, per act aforesaid. The fund, specially ap- 
propriated to that use, is the sales oi the State Isknds 
and city lots. 

4th. The dollar money, or bills of ere- 
dk emitted per act of June 1st, 1780, 
guaranteed by Congress per resolution of 
ibrch 18th 1780, upon a contingent event 
which did not take place, four tenths of 
irluch were had imme<Uately by Congress, 
the remaining six tenths by the state, to 
be appfied for the public service, $1,495,000 00 

Of this there hath been redeemed 
as follows, viz: 

Counted and burnt by committees of 
assembly - #1,391,291 

In the treasury 8,387 

The property of the state, in 
the possession of Thomas Smith, 
^sq. .... 78,642 

Balance outstanding, to be re- 
deemed, and for which the £150,- 
000 loan office, principal and in- 
terest is appropriated per act of 
ITtl^ Ibrch 1786, - - 16,680 

11,405,000 00 



5th. The stMe mon^, of which il500,000 
were ordered to be emitted per act April 7th, 
1781, for the support of the army, of which 
there was stauck only - *^ - £486,500 

Of the above there hath been re- 
Asemed as follows, vis. 

Counted and burnt by the com- 
nteteesoT assembly, £461,474 9 9 

Id tl^e treasury, - - 9303 12 i 

3iil#hee^to be redeemed by 
the p^r^nenti to the land office 



of one fourth of the principal and 
interest of the arrears of purchase 
money and interest due for lands 
sold by the late proprietaries be- 
fore the revolution, per acts April 
9th, 1781,and March 29th, 1788^ 
and also fonded on the arrears (k 
state money taxes, viz: the five 
shilling tax, per resolution of as- 
semblv Sept. 21s1^ 1782; the moi- 
ety of the effective supplies of 
1781, per act June 21st, 1781; 
the additional supplies of 1781, 
per act June 25th 1781 ; the first 
and second sinking fund taxe% 
per acts 19th December, 1780, 
and January 31st, 1783; and the 
arrears of continental money tax 
es, receivable at one for 75 pe 
act of April 13th, 1762, 15,71 17 11 



£486,500 



6th. The paper monev, or bills of credit 
emitted per act March id^, 1785, il 100,000 
thereof for paying interest to the public cre- 
ditors, and /.50,000 constituting the last loan- 
office, £150,000 Q 

Of this there hath been redeemed as follow, tU: 

Counted and burnt by the com- 
mittees of assembly. 

The first year, 1786, 20.000 

2d do. 1787, - . 20,000 

Sd do. 1788, - - 20,000 

4th do. by David Bittenhouse 
in part, tin Nov. 1789, 14027 15 9 

Principal do. of loan-office mo- 
ney, from Nov. 1787 till Novem- 
ber, 1789, - - - 16,530 15 

In the hands of Christian Fe- 
biger, Esq. of the loan-office mo- 
ney, punched, - - 5732 7 6 

In the treasury, of 
taxes and impOste, 6755 6 2 

Out of which there 
is due to the late trea- 
surer, which he wu 
in advance for the 
state, about 5600 

1155 6 2 

Balance, of which iL24,8,17 8 1 
should be redeemed before the 
end of the present year, leaving 
/.27,736 7 6^ the remainder, to 
be burnt before the end of next 

J rear by the co-operation of the 
oan-office and il 20,000 annual 
sinking fund, • r 52,553 15 7 

£150,CiQ0 

n. The ^ptmt to the late proprietaries of 
Pennsylvama per act 27th November, 1779, 
amounts to 1 130,000 sterling, to be paid them 
per the sidd act, and per laws of 9tn Febru- 
ary and March 16th, 1785, in annual instal- 
ments of 115,000 sterling; the first payment 
to be made September 3d, 1784, with inter- 
est on those ieveral instalments, per act 
March 28th, 1787, from the time they res- 
pectively become due until pud. Seven in- 
stalments, equal to /^ 105,000 sterling, were 
payable the 3d of September, 1790. £120,* 
000 sterling will be due and payable Sept 
3d next; and the remainder, iL 10,000 8ter> 
line^ wiJl become payable September 3d» 

The prbidpal reduced to Pennsylvania 
currency, , - - • £216,666 



13 4 
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of tiiu there \b dischargfed on account 
of what is due and pajrable, ai follows: 

Paid at the treasury at sundry 
times, from 8th Fcbruaiy, 1786, 
tin Sept. 1790, inclusiye, 33,470 6 3 

Interest on the said payments 
tin 1st Jan. 1791, - -.5563 4 3 



38033 10 5 
JP^tnn which deduct the inter- 
^ on the several instalmentt due 
^January, 1790, - 34941 13 4 



Remaios yet to be discharged, 
of which i 171,909 3 11 on in- 
tetest tinm January 1st, 1791 tiU 
pud, and should be paid imme- 
<liate]^4 per the engas^ments 
aforesaid, and so much of the ag- 
gregate revenues as are necessa- 
ly are, by act of 16th March,1785i 
appropriated for this purpose^ 



3090 17 1 



313,575 16 3 



£31^666 13 4 



in. CertificateST^ere issued in 1780 for 
hones and jiroTisions for the use of the 
tfmy« of which there remains outstand- 
bg a balance of - • - • 

There are settled, and not paid, toge- 
ther with what part vriU probably oe 
dijmed before 1st January next, payable 
m state money of 1781, per resolution of 
ittembly 8th April, 1783, about 

Balance, estimated irredeemable, if not 
appBed for before die Ist of January next, 
per act December 4th, 178^, 



£1649 13 3 



£400 



1349 13 3 



£1^649 13 3 



. nL Certificates were directed to be 
issued for depreciation of pay till August 
1780, of the Pennsylvania line in \helate 
army, officers of the hospital and medicsl 
department, and the state navy, per acts 
December 18th, 1780, April 10th, 1781, 
April 13th 1783, April 8th 1785, Sept 
3Sd 1785 and Karch 8th 1786, the amount 
of which debt is £637,585 11 4 

Of which there hath been redeemed, viz : 

Paid in part in bills of credit 
April, 1781 and in specie,- 
•bout - - . 144,000 

Bedeemed by the sales of for- 
feited estates, - 53,196 11 3 

Do by the sales of lands and 
tity lots, paid into the land-of. 
«ce, ... 137,199 3 11 

E sch e a ted to the state per act 
96Uillareh,l/86, ^,540 

PiM«df sundry errors, to am*t 
or 19330 12 7, diseovvred by 
lobn Nicholson in tho settlement 
cf the Auditors^ some of which 
^ere rectified out of their ae- 
OQonts for pia)r afterwardi, aid 
•ome not yetreeot«red, 4378 9 

BaSanpe outstanding, of wluch 
ifichiiremdned unalienated at 
the thiaiie of maldng the first de- 
nfauiA of interest, per acts March 
2Iit and Sept 30th 1783, ma- 
^ 9iaat 1319,000, is on inter- 
^ fet lit per cent per annum, 
P^rihle out of the excise, and 



which is generally paid up till 
April 10th, 1790* thejemainder, 
about £33,371 13 3, renetaUy 
caUed Dhjunded depreciation eer- 
tifieaiea, are on interest at six per 
cent from the 10th April 1781, 
allowed in payment in the fbnda 
appropriated for their redemp- 
tion. The funds for nnking the 
alienated part of this debt are^ 
the Ltnd office, in conamon with 
other certificates for lands taken 
up nnce July 1784, except in the 
late purchase, p^r acts April Isi 
1784, and October 3d 1788; for 
city lots, per act April 8th 1786, 
excliisitely, with the fUnded part 
of this debt; for forfeited estates, 
per act 18th Dec 1780, and in 
the same manner for lands north- 
west of the Ohio and Allegheny 
rivers, and south of the donation 
lands in this state, appropriated 
for redemption of the depreda- 
tion certificates per act March 
12th 1783. The funds for re- 
demption of tbe principal of the 
Funded depredati&n eertifieaiet 
are all the above, in common with 
the unfunded; and in addition, 
they are receivable, in common 
with the CeriiflcaUi of funded 
debit for a proportion of'^ three* 
fourths of the arrears of purchase 
money and interest of lands sold 
before the opening of the land 
office in July 1784^ per act 
March 39th 1788, and for lands 
in last Indian ptuchase, per act 
October 3d, 1788 - 343,371 13 3 



V. According to act of Assembly March 
Slst 1783, 300,000 dollars were directed 
to be prepared, to pay the interest on cer- 
tificate of debu of the United States to 
citizens of this sUte .... $300,00000 

Of this there was not perfect- 
ed or issued, but burnt by a com- 
Duttee of Assembly • • 133,438 50 

Sum paid out in mterest, as di- 
rected by ]mw - 166,571 50 

$300,000 00 



The above suih to be redeemed brought 



down 



Of which there batli been redeemed, viz 
Counted and burnt by com- 
mittees of Assembly - - 166,096 7S 
In the Treasury 10 00 

Balance outstanding, which ? 

the possessors were entitled to 
receive out of the supplies of 
1783, par the act aforesaid, 464 75 



#166,571 50 



$166,571 50 



Vt. By adts April Ist 1784 and Mareh 
30th 176i5, certificates are directed to be is- 
sued for all balances due by the state^ on in* 
terest fcom July 1st 1783, except in a few 
particiJar cases, u directed in tho act of 
March 3d 1^, where the interest of tbo 
certificates toW issued to Messrs. Cox, Va- 
lendigham fln|..Sweringen, is (Urectcd to 
commenco September lat 1783; and 1^ act 
of 37th Uufdi 1790, Where the interest of 
ceitiftcater to be iseoed for the accomits of 



Digitized by 



Google 



36 



YV»KSCZS^ 



[hvwr 



nine pers'^ns is directed to commence Janti- 
wy Ist 1785. The Hmount of debts for 
-which these certificates were issuable, taken 
fiom a from a foimer estimate, ia • £226,82iJ 7 9 

Of those there hath been grant- 
ed, to (rclober 1st, 1790 182,309 3 4 

Balance - - • 44,313 4 5 

je226,822 7 9 



To the above sum unissued, the claims not 
xnade before the 1st Januai-y 1791 will be 
barred and excludeu for ever after, mccord* 
ingto act November 21st 1789. 

There may, to|f ether with the accounts 
already settled and those yet to be rendered 
within the limited time aforesaid, be certifi- 
cates to amount of • •> • 18,000 

Which is a larg^ calculation, and may also 
cover the five and a half years arrears of in- 
terest on those to be issued. 
Already issued as above - - • 182,309 3 4 



£200,309 3 4 

Of these there hath beeii redeemed as fol- 
lows: 

By the sales of lands and lots* 
]>aid into the land-office 34,109 6 9 

Militia certificates received in 
payment of milit'a fines, 868 13 & 

Balance to be redeemed on in- 
terest at six percent, per annum, 
payable out of the agjfregate 
fundi appropriated for that and 
other pui poses per act March 
16th 1785. The interest hath 
been generally pa:d on this debt 
till the 1st of January 1790. The 
I'nkin^fund* for redemption cf 
the pnnc'pal of the depreciation 
debt a^o extend to and include 
these, per the same acts, except 
those mentioned therein to be 
appropriated to the other exclu- 
sively • - - lo5,331 2 11 » 
je200,'C9 3 4 



Vn. The new loan certificates, which 
n ere issued to applicants on int* rest at six 
per cent, per annum, the principal to be re- 
deemed March Ist 1796, for a like sum of 
the certificates of debts of the United State* 
on interest from the same or equalized dates, 
in pursuance of acts of March 1st 1786 and 
March 28th 1787, amounted to - 1,937,885 15 3 

Before these were excluded 
from redemption by the act March 
tnh 1789, there had been re- 
ceived in the land office, 1 18,813 18 9 

A certificate paid in for militia 
fines by Oeorfi^ Woods Esq. 10 3 9 

Balance, which by the act last 
mentioned IS to be returned in ex- 
change for the new loan certifi- 
cates unredeemed - 1,819,061 12 9 

1,937.885 15 3 



By the aforesaid act of March 1786 the in- 
terest was made payabie on the aforesaid 
'debt out of the a^^grcpate fund appropriated 
by act of March 16th 1785, antl the act 
March 27th 1789^ Ihnits the said payment of 
interest to four rears. Four years interest 
therefore, on i;i,9o7,885 15 3, is - 465,092 11 7 

Of this sum tliere hath been 
paid .... 425^65 8^4 

Those new loan certificates 
hwich were redeemed had gene- 



-alV less than four years interest 
paid, and many of those which 
were exchanged have also less en- 
dorsed. Wherefore, from the be^t 
estiniate I can make, there may 
be deducted from the above, of in- 
terest, which will not be paid of 
the 4 years aforesaid - 9400 

Balance due, which is payable 
out of the aggregate funds aforc- 
sud .... 30,427 3 3 



465,092 11 y 



VIII. the funds of the interest of the ex- 
isting debts of the state, viz. the deprecia- 
tion and funded debt, are already mentioned 
under their principals respectively. The 
annual amount is, Of the funded deprecia^ 



tion certificates 



Of funded debt 



13,140 

9919 17 4 

23.059 17 i 



lit. The pennons allowed by the state 
are, besides those which were payable to 
officers and privates disabled in the SLcmy^and 
which cease-d on the 1st of May 1789,. per 
act March 'i7th 1789, but of which there may 

be claimed, about 250 6 

The following viz . 

The half pay to widows and orphans of 
commissioned officers of the Pennsylvania 
l.ne wlio died, being in actual service or m 
captivi'fy, per act Maich Ist 1780; to widows 
and children of commissioned officers of tlie 
Pennsylvania flyinr camp or o*f state regi. 
ments^ who/iiVVn ba/ife or dltdin captlviiy^ 
their half pay per act of October 1st 1781« 
and to widows and families of officers and 

Privates of the militia of this state, who were 
ilkdt or d ed nf wounds received in the jer- 
v'ee ofihi'a or the United States, such sum a» 
the orphans* court may allow them per acts 
March 20»h 1780, ami Maich ^7xh 1790, not 
to exceed their half pay and rations. There 
cannot be an exact statement of the amouilt 
of these to be paid in any one year, because 
new objects may and are frequently intro- 
duced, though it m'ght be worthy the consi- 
deration of the Legislature, as it now more 
than seven years since the war hath ended, 
and more than that since the right to and ne- 
cessity of the pension existed, whether the 
applications should not be restricted to some 
limited time. In the case of the militia it 
may not be an uniform allowance, the quan- 
tum and contimianee of the grant depending 
upon a new order of the orphans' court, and 
the intermarriagfe of the widow puts a period 
to her demand; however, from the best com- 
putiition I can make, including sundry ar- 
rears, it will require in the next year the 

sum of 3200 O 

' Tlierc is also a pension decreed by the 
Justices of the Supreme Court, under an apt 
of March, 6th 1778, making provision for the 
fiimilics of such persons attainted of high trea- 
son, whose estates were thereby forfeited tW 
the commonwealth, as should stand iifrneed 
thereof, out of said estates respectively, 
amounting annually to - - - - 75. 

3525 



Until the act of 27th March 1790, the pensions under 
acts of Uaixch 1780 and October 1781 were payable by 
the couhty treasurer, out of the state taxes in their 
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hand). Since that law there is no fan'! specially ap- 
propriated for these deinamU, exc^'pt the militia finrs, 
f )r the widows and fa.nilies of the officers and prirates 
of the m Utia afMCiaUl, and they have become unpro- 
ditcCve and inariequate. The estate .oT Johil Nobertf 
received by the commonwealth, wai suffieiently lar|^e to 
CO er the pen:tion decreed, but it hath been lon^ since 
applied to the other uses of the state. 

X. The compensation fbr servants and 
apprentices enlisted in the Pennsylvania line 
in the federal army before 12th Marcli 1777^ 
per act of that date, already paid, hath 
amounted to a considerable sum. They are 
payable by the county treasurers out of the 
state taxes in their liands» on the orders of a 
magistrate and two fi'eehoklers, who value 
servant's time, enquire into the facts of en- 
liftment» time of servitude, &c. I'he estimate 
of these is upon very uncertain ground, but 
set at 200 



. It is aiiestionable whether the act of Novrtnber 21 st 
1789, which limits other claims not made before Janu- 
aiy 1st 1791, will extend to these also, and as the like 
reasons apply here, it merits the attention of the lerisla- 
lature, especially as the mode of compensation haiii been 
subjected and is liable to abuse. 

XI. I'he support of government is divided— 

1st, Into the pay of the officers of government. 

But just entered on a new constitution* 
where thei*e are several new offices, the sa- 
laries and allowances for wh>ch are yet to be 
fixed, any calculation of the annual sum must 
be uncertain; but taking these offices into 
Tiew, and also tliat the pay of the membert 
^m this state in Cong, e^s is now di awn from 
the treasury of the United States, and that 
by the adoption of the new constitption and 
the consequent laws, the offices and salary or 
pay hath ceased of the judge of Admiridty^ 
Wiutt«n of the Port, Secretary of the War* 
dens. Collector of the Customs, and Ton* 
na^ Officer, together with some other laws, 
which diminished the amount of the esU- 
mates of former years; also leaving the 
County Lieutenants to be eharged with other 
militia expenses, on the fimd of the militis 
fines: the annual sum is set at • - 23/)Ck) 

2. The contingent expenses of govern- 
ment. 

Printing, firewood, candles, stationary, 
rents of the land-offices. Judges' expenses, 
repttrs of the State bouse, and a variety of 
otiier expenses, say • - • - 5000 

I'here are some arrears not yet paid of the 

ey and expenses of government, and there 
th been an anticipation of the revenues for 
this purpose at the treasury, to repay whiefa^ 
with the sforesiud, will require about - 10,000 



38^)00 



Xtl. There are sundry improvements undertaken by 
the government for the advantage of the citizens, and 
the Mvsncement of learning, wetutb, and populatioiv in 
the commonwealth. 

By an act passed March 15th 
1784, 42, 000 dollars, which were 
to have been nused by a lottery, 
were appropriated, one half for 
and towards putting the roads 
leading from the city of Phila- 
^Iphia to the western parts of 
this state in good order and re- 
pair, the other moiety for im- 
proving the navigation of the 
liver SchuylkilL ^Very little,* 



however, was raised from the lot- 
tery. By an act March 3d 1788, 
the moiety for western roads is 
to be appr.ed to repair Jones's 
!ane and other parts between the 
Middle ferry on Schuylkill and 
Lancaster, and the other moiety 
as aforesaid by Council, on con- 
tract or otherwise. Of this mo- 
ney, there is in the treasury, of 
specie and paper of 1785, - 540 14 7 

On which fund there are war- 
rants drawn and not paid 17 5 



By an act March 23d 1786, £300 of the 
unappropriated monies of the state were 
thereby appropriated for the purpose of view- 
ing, surveying, and laying out a highway 
from the Lehigh water water gap in North- 
ampton county, to Wyoming. Of thb 88/. 
$8, were expended in laying out the road. 
Remainder 

By an act passed March 36th 1789, 10,000 
pounds annually were appropriated out c^the 
aggregate funds of the state for claims, and 
for improvements in the public roads and in- 
land navigation; and bv act of 28th Septem- 
ber 1789, the sum of 5000/. thereof annually 
is Itppropriated fbr roads and navigation in 
the first instance, not to exceed^ for the Susr 
quehanna and Juniata 2500^ Schuylkill 
1000/. Delaware and I^high 1^00/1 

By act 27th March 1790, 300L are grant- 
ed to Reading Howell, compiling a map of 
Pennsylvania, and engraving tlie bounda- 
ries of the state thereon, of \^hich he receiv- 
ed ^OOL Kemainder .... 

There have been the following g^nts of 
lands^ for endowing seminaries of learn- 
ing with funds, viz. 

10/300 To Dickinson Coll. per act April 178$. 
The same act also appropriated 60^ 
000 acres more fbr the use ot 
schools, out of which there baiUi 
been granted, 
10,000 To the German College and Charity 
School at lAncaster, per act 
March 10th 1787. 
10,000 To the Protestant Kpiicopa] Acade- 
my, per act 29th March 1787. 
5000 To the Pittsburg Academy, per act 

10th September 1787. 
5000 To the Washington Academy,, per 

act 24th September 1787. 
5000 To Reading Academy per act Marcb 

10, 1788. 
5000 To the German Luth^mn Congre- 

fation in Philadelphia for a ftee 
chooU per act 14th Feb. 1789. 
5000 To the German Reformed Congre- 
gation in Philadelphia fbr Vkw 
Free School, per act September 
23d 1789. 
15,000 Remiunder. 

70,000 All this b directed to be laid oat, 
surveyed, and returned, at the expense 
of the state. The fees of the grants to 
some have been already paid, the ex- 
penses of the remainder may amount to 



5339:^ 



211 15 Of 



50066(^ 



100 OO 



350 9 



£6185 4 r 



Having thus gbne through all the various' debts and. 
expenses, I proceed to Bine the revenueaof the state, 
and their appropriation^ recapitulatbg the debts adn. 
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expenses aforesaud, so as to exhibit the deiiMiid« and 
the means of discharge, in one view. 

I. Old Continental Money. 

1st. There is in the treasury a quahtity 
of old continental money received for 
taxes, and in exchange, after the emis- 
sions ceased to have acurrency^ to the 
amount of $361,626 18 - - - 135,600 16 3 

2d. There b also due for arrears of 
taxes laidi and now payable therein, or in 
resolve and commonwealth money, but 
which after the 1st Januaty 1791 will be 
payable only in tliis, or in bills of credit of 
fbis state emitted per act June 1780 or 
April 1781, at 1 for 75, per act April 13th 
1782, viz. Arrears of the 5 million, 15 mil- 
lion, 45 million, and the first and second 
eiglit monthly taxes, allowing fbr abate- 
ments and exonerations, say - - 9i[)0;000 



iei,035,609 16 3 



By act of r(K April 1781, the mim of 200,000/. in bills 
t}f April 1781 were allowed, intet alia, to exchange Ibr 
Continental money, at 175 for 1 . If the current viuue of 
these bills in market should make it the interest of the 
possessors to exchange them in this way, it might bring 
but more of the state money again, to be itedeemed by 
the state. It may therefore be worth the consderatioir 
6f the legislature, sis Pennsylvania is not separately en- 
gaged for the redemption of the continental bills of cre- 
dit, whether that part of the act of April 7th 1781 
should not be r^peiSfed. Since the quota by Congfress 
requested of this state in the sinking fund, for redeem- 
ing the whole of the emissions of bills of credit, hath 
been fully paid, these bills on hand and the above taxes, 
•0 for as paid therein, are released ft*om appropriation, 
flad other states also paid their qubtas to the fund afore- 
ttid, the market price would have been raised for these 
bills as the demand for them increased, and quantity out 
decreased, until Pennsylvania might have thrown them 
again into circulation with advantage. By this means 
other states would have gotten and redeemed them, aud 
at this day there would not have been one of them but 
to have reproached the credit of the United States. 
The quantity unredeemed by Congress of these emis- 
mona is about 85 millions; and by their act of August 
4th 1790, a choice ia aifovded the holders thereof, to 
subscribe them into a fund, and in lieu thereof receive 
two certificates, amounting together to one hundredth 
part.of the amount of the sum subscribed; one of which, 
for two-thirds, shall bear an annual interest of six per 
cent payable quarterly from and. after the 1st January 
1791? the other, for one-third, to bear a like inte- 
rest, to commence with the year 1800. Tfte question lies . 
before the legislature whether they win, in behalf^ of 
this state, accept the offer for such of these bills as they 
hold, or keep them for a better. The anrfual interest 
receivable at present upon what are in the treasury, if 
loaned as above, would be about 145 dollars. 
n. Of State Money* 

1st. The arrears of the five i^illin^ tax, 
of the moiety of the effective supphes of 
1781, the additional supplies of 1781, the 
first and second sinking fund taxes, and ^ 
fines in the first class tuc, after deductin|^ 
abatements and exonerations, may be esti- 
mated at - - - - - £22,000 

Payable therein, or in bills of June 1780, 
Apru 1780, April 178ff, or in specie, per 
tbe Acts m which they are laid, and axit of 
16tk March 1785. 

2d. The one-fourth of the arrears of 
purchase money and iilterest of lands sold 
bdbre the dedam&on of independency, 
pi^Bble ia bilU of April 1781, bills of 
MmhtrSS, orsiiedo, per^U April 17%^ 



liareh 16th K85, and 29th March 1788. 
The remains of this fUnd is considerable. 
The annual proceeds from it may best be 
calculated by a retrospective view of what 
it hath yielded in the same state. It may 
be expected to produce, in the next yefer, 4000 df 

26,000 
The balance outstanding in bills of ore^ 
dit of April 1781, as befbre mentioned in* 
article 5, tmder the head of bills of credSt . 

No. I, is i5,7«i vr it 

Of the balance beforemehtioned (see 
head III.) there may be probably claimed 
before January 1791, n»r certificates ia- 
sued fbr horses and provisions in 1780, say 409 (k 
Surplus ... - -• $876 t I 

26,000 

After these are redeemed and discharged, the re- 
vender of these revenues will be releasedmmi appro- 
priations, except so fkr is the dolUr moner, if not re- 
deemed by other fhnds, may be paid in discharge o^ the 
state money taxes. 

m. The »SggrfgtiU Fund, per Jet Mbo^ 1785. 

1st. The arrears of taxes, payable in spe- 
cie or bills of the emission of 1781, per the 
acts under which they were respfcctively 
lidd, and act of 16th March 1785, viz. the 
supplies of 1782 and 1783, the finding 
taxes of 1785, 1786> 1787, 1788, and 178^ 
allowing for abatements and exonera- 
tions, about ..-.-. 225,000 & 

2d. A balance due by Francis Wade, 
fbr which a deposit hath been made by 
him to the late treasurer,' the same being 
part of the bills of credit emitted March 
1785, which were delivered to him to sign, 
and not returned, besides interest, princt- 
p*l * - 3750 O' 

3d. The arrears of the impost duties 
from November 1784 till August 1789, 
other than the protecting duties, estimat- 
ed at 4500 9 

4th. The annual tax upon property fbr 
the year 1791, per act March 16th 1785, 
which was remitted fbr the year 179Q, per 
act December 8th 1789 - - - 76^945 17 6^^ 



Deficient 



309,195 17 6 
30,152 11 3|' 

339>348 8 9i 



These iit charged as follow^ viz. 

1st. With the anhiial interest of the 
certificates of funded debt, per act March 
16th 1785. See head Vin. before - 9919 17 # 

But there is one year in arrears; so4hat 
there will hie to be paid in the next - 9919 17 4 

2d. The residue of the interest, paya- 
ble on the new loans, per acts March lit 
1786, and March 27th 1789, to complete 
fbnryeara. See VHr befbre - 90,497 3 3' 

3d. The annual sum of the bills of cre- 
dit of 1785 to be redeemed, 
per act 16th March 1785. 
Part of 1789 - - - 4816 18 1 

Por 1790 - 30.000 (X 

For 1791 - - 90,000 

44,81^18 1' 

If payment of the quotas of the /.50,>- 
000 loan-office be coropdied, the whole of 
the 120,000 for 1791 win pot be necessa^ 

4th. The balance of tke interest notes 
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payable oat of the supplies of 1793, per 
actlfirchl783,$464 75 - - - 

5tfa. The debt to the late 
Mprietaries (lee bead n. of 
iaWe albretaid) principal 
due Jan. lit, im, £171.909 3 M 

Interest on Ziri,909S 11 
Ibr 1791, as it is not proha- 
Ue it wiU be paid in less than 
one rear, and the interest 
ihoaJd be proirided within 
^ tinie» lOfiM 10 11 

loatalment fiOling doe 
8mtember3d, 1791, 35,000 

Ditto 3dl 1793, 16,666 13 4 



174 5 71 



6th. This sua appropnated for tbe sup- 
port of gorenment, per act Ibrch 3^ 

7tb. Tothiasam appropriated bj the 
sane act for claims and improrementi^ 
ilQ,000| but il5000 thereof was by act 
efMh Sept 1789, specially appropriated 
ta' the nnprovement of roads and inland 
flavicatjon, • . . • - 

8tL The appropriation aforesaid for 
road% ate per act 3dth Septen»ber 1789, 

9th. The compensation to servants, per 



333,890 7 3 



10»000 



5,000 

5^000 

300 

339,348 8 9 



lY. The Jman of Pnnitmal Ta^M. rnidof 
thtMoUiyof 
'tiie effectrre supplies of 1781, and fines 
in the second cttss tax, estimated, after 
iibatementa and exonerations, at 8000 

Hiese are not specially 
appropriated, except the 
janears from Northuraber* 
land county, per resolution 
Ifarch 1784, to repair a road 
tedinr from Conrad Minicka 
to SuiUHiry, about 300 P 

And the supplies of 1781 , 
to repay an anticipation on 
t9ie omcr revenues for an 
advance made to James 
Mease, Esq. per resolution 
lfM«h, 1784, beyond the 
sum received in this tax, 630 8 10 

Bahnee unappropriated 7179 11 3 



8000 

V. 7%e Jlem»te$ fir Support of Getfernmrnt, mi 

Ist The duties on sales at auction, per 
•ndiy acts, appropriated per act April 
13th, 1783. 

Id the last three years these produced 
15CQ0. The average therefore, for one 
few. is ... . 1675 

3d. The tax on pleasurable carriarei^ 
Impropriated per act SOth March, 1783. 
The collections which have been made of 
thia tax have in many instances, by the col- 
lectors and county treasurers, been applied 
to the other taxes; the payments therefore, 
xm that account, for former years will not 
afford proper data for estimation. It is 
probnbk in one year there may be collect- 
ed liMfefrom, hicluding^ arrears, 3000 

3d. The tax on writs, appropriated per 
•ct 90th March, 1783. The amount re- 
«or«d on this account for the last three 

wis ^305a The tveras^ thereof, for 

i 3W, is . - . 1315 



4th. Tavern and maniag^ licensea» w* 
propriated first specially to pay the sala- 
ries of the judges per act 35th March 1785. 
The amount received on this account for 
tiie jast three years is /.9364. The aver- 
age thereof for one year is - - ' 3120 

5th. For this sum annually out of the 
general funds, appropriated per act March 
36,1789, .... 10,00000 

6th. Fees of the kml officer^ per acts 
of April 8th, 1785, continued by sundrr 
other acts, and appropriated per act 36th 
March, 1 789. The amount thereof receiv- 
ed for three years, adding the salary and 
allowance for clerks paid thereout, ia 
113,866. The average whereof, for one 
year, is - - ' . 4680 

7th. The fees received in the office of 
the Secretary of the Supreme Executive 
Council by sundry la¥^ appropriated per 
act March 36Ui, 1789. 

There hath been received on tlna ac» 
count, addine the salary paid thereout, for 
three years, A 3068. The average of which, 
for one year, is • - • 1030 , 

8th. The annual amount 
of the il 50,000 loan office, 
appropriated per act 36th 
March, 1789. The remain- 
ing principal is il37,654 4 5. 
The interest whereof, for 
one year, is £1659 5 

There hnih been i:6581- 
19 4 paid into the t r easury 
of interest money. About 
£40,000 were lent in 1785, 
£10,000 in 1786, afterwards 
kept out at interest by re- 
lending as fS»t as paid in, till 
the act Novr. 37th, 1787. 
From December, 1788, till 
June, 1788, there was paid 
in, of principal, £6,393 7 6; 
from September, 1778, till 
July, 1789, £7444 1 6; from 
September till November 

1789, £3776 19 1; and from 
thence till September 1790, 
inclusive,£573376. Where- 
fore the arrears of interest 
due till January, 1791, are 

about, - 6400 

From this deduct remun- £8059,5,0 
der of £1000 appropriated 
to repairs of the bank at 
Mud-Island, per act April 3d 

1790, 499 IS 5 
7559 11 7 

Deficient, 6090 8 5 

Amount of the pay and expenses of 
government and arrears, per head XI. 

VI. Ihelktate. 

The amount received in the treasury for 
the last three years is £33,597. The aver- 
age for one year is .... 11,30000 

Balance; but there are arrears of former 
years outstanding, sufficient to make it up, 1940 

13»140 
Appropriated per acts March 31st and 
BeptemberSOUi, 1783, and March 16th, 
1785, to discharge the annual interest of 
the funded depreciation certificates, (see 
debts, head in. and interest, head Vm.) 13,140 



38,000 
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VII. The £150,000 Loan^ffiee, 
There remaina undischArg'- 
ed yet ofquota money, about 13,000 

Interest till January 1791, 
about .... r,200 
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This is appropriated to the 
Tedemption of the bills of 
•credit dated June Ist, 1780, 
with interest, see article 4, 
under the head of debts 

I. Principals 1 6, 680 dol* 
Ian, equal - . - 6255 & 0> 

Interest at five per cent, 
per annun\, estimated at ten 
years from June Ist, 1780, 
part being. stamped.on£y«ar 
pmd, . . , . 3127 10 

Surplus, ... 10,817 10 



20,200 C 



20,200 



Vin. ThePnneipaloftJu 150,000 Loan-Office, 
There remains outstandi ng of quota mo- 
ney, the last of which will be payable in 

April 1793, .... 27,654 4 5 

This is appropriated as a 

nnking* fund, in aid of the 

ITOfiW per annum, to ex-r 

pedite tne redemption of 

the bills of credit, March 

1785, see article 6, under 

head of debts I. . 7.736 17 6 

Surplus, - - 19,917 6 11 

27,654 4 5 



IX. 7%e General Sinking Fund, 
The land not sold or granted in the state 
/oi Pennsylvania, in th'e old purchase, at 
llO per 100 acres, in the new at ^20 
per 100 acres. The lou and reserved 
or appropriated tracts, together with ar- 
rears of principal and interest of lands 
grsjited and not paid for, the aggregirte of 
which is more than sufficient to redeem the 
debt of the state. It may be estimated, 
that on an aven^ /. 35,000 per annum 
mncipal will be received in the land office^ 
When the debt shall be redeemed, the rer 
mainder of this fund is unappropriated. 
il35,000 per annum, for eleven years and 
nz months, is 407,602 16 1 

Principal of the deprecia- 
tkNi debt, per head IV. 242,271 13 2 

Do of funded debt, per 
do. VI. - - - 165,331 2 11 

407,602 16 1 



, X. 1st The Fund for Boade and Inland Naviga- 

Hont created by 
aet of September 28th 1789, 
out of the fund of 10,000/. 
for okims and improve- 
ments, taken out of the ag- 
gregate revenues per act 
March 26th 1789, annuaUy 5000 

2d. And there b in the 
treasufy thereof about • 4000 

Sd. And of the lottery 
fm flfbrenid - 523 9 7 

p 0523 9 7 

XI. The remainder of the revenues for 
daiiM as aforesaid 5000 



Charged with sundries 
per head XH. (^ debts and 
expenses^ 



14^523 9 7 



The fund for claims 
Remainder to be applied 
as directed by law 



5000 
3338 5 



£14.523 9 r 



6185 4 7 



Xn. Of the Unappropriated Revenuee, 

1st. The old §000/. loan office, of which 
there remains, principal and interest, about 800 ^ 

2d. Court fines, of which there hath 
been received in the last three years 665/; 
the average thereof, for one y< ar, is - 230 

3d. The balance due fi-om' individuals 
on settlements of old accounts. Although 
there will be considerable sums which can- 
not immediately be recovered, yet there 
are debts not reducible to any of the 
classes of revenue appropriated, which 
it is expected will be recovered in the 
next year, to amount of - . . 1500 Ol 

4th. Tlie arrears of the protecting du- 
ties or imposts, say .... 1500 Q^ 

5th. The certificates of debts of the 
United States. 

Great exertions have been 
already made by the gene- 
ral government for the dis- 
charge of the interest of the 
certificates of their domes- 
tic debt, and there is there- 
of, the property of this state, 
agreeably to act of April 1st 
1784i and sundry subsequent 
acts, received mto the land 
office, till the 20th Novem- 
ber 1789, when by act of 
that date they were no lon- 
ger receivable, the sum of 328, 813 1^ ta 

There were also received 
of new loan certificates, per 
act March 1786, tiU 27th 
March 1789, when by act 
of that date they were ex- 
cluded; and fbr which this 
state have an equal sum of < 

continental certificates, 118,813 18 % 

By resolution of Aa^m- 
bly, William Scott was al- 
lowed to pay in dischaire 
of a debt, a certificate of a 
debt of the United States, 
on interest from 1st Octo- 
ber 1780 . - - 90 8 2 
A certificate received from 
George Woods, Esa. taken 
for militia fines, interest 
fix>m January 1st 1784 10 3 A 

There also was received 
a certificate fbr a debt due 
b^ the United States to Da- 
vid Thompson, forfeited to 
this state by his attainderfbr . 
treason, on interest from the 
1st of August 1777, to a(ht. 
of .... 60 13 & 



.447,788 17 
AccordtDg to act of Congress of the 4tk 
of August 1790, this state may, by conti- 
nuing non-subscriber to the new loan 
thereby constituted, receive a sum equal 
to four per cent the next year on tiiia 
si^m, and rest on such further provision 
as may be made for the future, retaining 
the evidences of the debts undiminished^ 
or by subscribing the evidences she pos- 
sesses, she may receive new certificates of 
•aid loan, two-thirds of which she will be 
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Mitied to reoeire the annual interest of 
at lix per cent and the other third to bear 
bo interest till the year 1800, when an an- 
nual interest of sil per cent, will be de- 
vandable thereon also. 

The question awaits the decision of the 
legislature, whether Pennsylvania shall 
thus sttbseribe, and lose ten years interest 
of one-third of the debt, or whether the 
state shall rely on the fulfilment of the ob- 
Jigations of the United States. As the in- 
terest payable in either case will be the 
same for the nett year, it is here stated, via. 17^911 11 

6th. The interest paid in 
cash by the state Oh the new 
loan certificates per act 
Harch 1786, is per act March 
1789 to be settled and re- 
paid in indents of interest, 
'commonly called facilities, 
the fbur years interest^ see 
debts, head Vlf. is - 465,093 11 7 

There was also rennquish* 
ed by sundry persons on new 
Joan certificates for arrears 
of interest, wliich operates 
to the credit of the sute 339 15 4 



465,433 6 11 
There hath been paid to 
the United irt indents, in- 
dudini^ state treasurer's 
commissions #330,673 80, 
equal to ... 8^677 13 3 



Reaidae, for which an 
le^ual sum in indents are 
^her on hand or to be re* 
beired, as the certificates 
are etchanged • 383,744 13 8 

The interest due on the con- 
^hental certificates received 
ro the knd office till 31st De- 
cember 1787, to which time 
interest is payable in indents 
thereon by the U. States 103,910 16 9 

Ditto on the certificate in 
fiivour of Wm. Scott afore- 
said - - - - 39 6 6 

Ditto on ditto in favour of 
Daivid 1*hompson - - 37 18 4 

Ditto on that received of 
^Qeorge Woods - - 3 8 10 

The interest due on new 
loan certificates redeeeroed 
by the land office, for which 
the state hath an equal 
anooat of the prindpal and 
interest in certificates of 
debts of the United States, 
tad are in like manner enti- 
tled to receive the indents 
tiU 31st December 1787, 31,393 6 4 



518,137 10 5 
:This amount is, by the act of Conmss 
fl( 4th of August 1790, jdlowedto be fund- 
ed on an interest of three per cent until 
paid, and the subject requires the direction 
of the legislature. As they bore no inter- 
est at idl before, it is hardly to be doubted 
but that they will be thus funded. Whe- 
ther they may or may not, so far forth as 
indents have not been drawn thereon, the 
interest to be received in the next year 
wiH be the same. Interest at three per 
pfifHt -.>.-.. 
Vol. IL 8 



15,543 16 6 



7th. There is also three years arrears 
of interest from Januar}' 1788 till January 
1791, on the amount of the continental 
bertifiisates, the property of the state, on 
which three per cent will be demandable 
from the United States the next year, if 
non-subscribers, and funded at three per 
cent, per annum, if subscribers to the new 
loan of the United States^ which is equal 
per annum to 2418 1 1 

ie39,893 8 7 
By an act of Congress June 6th 1788, 
authorizing the late board of treasury to 
dispose of a certain tract of land on Lake 
Erie, the property of the United States^ 
and an act of this state, b v which the dele- 
gates of Pennsylvania then in Congress 
were duly authorized to make the pur- 
chase for the state, on the 7Ui of July, in 
the year aforesaid, the 'following terms 
were proposed by fhe said delegates, and 
by the board of treasury thus suthorized 
accepted on the 28th of August 1788 : « To 
pay for the same at the rate of three- 
fourths of a dollar per acre, payable in 
gold or silver, or in public securities of 
the United States, bearing interest, when 
the quantity is ascertained by actual sur- 
vey, in the manner prescribed by a resolu- 
tion of Congress of 7th June 1788. " The 
survey hath been made, and will shortiy ^ 

be returned, wheh, according to the terms 
of contract, payment must be made. The 
directicms of the legislature for this pur- 
pose will be necessary. Agreeable to the 
contract, it may be paid fof in gold or sil- 
ver> in the non-subscribed debt (in which 
case three years interest must be given up) 
in subscribed «x per cent, stock, (leaving 
the defehxd debt, which is not yet on in- 
terest, non-receivable) or it may be dis- 
charged in certificates granted for indents 
bearing an annual interest of three per 
cent, the market price of which is now 
hig^her than the prices of the non-sub- 
scribed species of certificates were at the 
time of making the sMd purchase. The 
quantity is 203,187 acres, which, at 5t. 
nd. per acre, is £56,865 1 10| at three 
per cent if paid therein, to be deducted 
fromthe annual interest receivable above, is 1705 19 



Balance .... 

The interest of this state, and the secu- 
rity of the titles of future purchasers un- 
der them, makes the perpetuating the evi- 
dence of this purchase a matter of very 
great moment It appears to connst in the 
proposals made by tne state as aforesaid, 
which are with the United States, and a 
letter of tiie. board of treuury -incepting 
the offer, without reciting what that offer 
was. If both these originals were duly re- 
corded, and such other means as tiie wis- 
dom of the legislature might suggest taken 
to confirm and perpetuate evidence of the 
sale and the terms, it might save confusion 
and trouble hereafter. 

8th. After the first of Januaiy 1793, this 
state will, according to act of Congress of 
4th August 1790^ be entitled annuallpr to 
receive from the United States the mte- 
rest upon one-third of 233,000 dollars at 3 
per cent, uid of the two-thirds of the re- 
maining twtKthirds of the sum aforesaid at 
six per cent so far u that sum shall not 



38,187 9 7 
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have been subscribrd to the new^ loan of 
the United States in ceit:ficate8 of debta 
of this ^tate. The part that may be aub- 
•cr bed will exonerate the state 'from the 
interest thereof at s'x per cent, which 
would be a larger demand on the same ca- 
pital The sum of 550/ bd. of the state 
dv'bt hatii ah<-iuly been subscrii)ed. yet, as 
it IS presumable little more will be added, 
I set down the bum payable annually by 
the United States, after the year 1791, 
581,666 80, equal .... 30,625 

The surplus unappropriated of the tax- 
es, per head 11. of revenue, after redeem- 
ing the bills of credit of April 1781 • 9878 2 1 

The surplus of the effective supplies of 
1781, provincial taxes, and fines in the 2d 
class tax, see head IV. of the revenues 7800 

The surplus of the 150,000/. loan office, 
see head VII. of revenues - - 10,817 10 

The surplus of the principal of the 50,000/ 
loan office, sec head VUI. of the revenues, 19,917 6 11 



These tnonies being un- 
appropriated, are at the fu- 
ture disposal of the legisla- 
tiwc. As the monies aris- 
ing from the sales of city 
lots and State island have 
been applied to the general 
purposes of the state, it will 
remain hereout to make 
provision for restoring the 
anticipation, by paying the 
principal and ijiterest to any 
lioldcrs of the remainder of 
the bills of credit, (see 3d 
article of debts, head t) 
who may apply - - 659 5 9 

Tlie pcniioas allowed by 
the state^ per head IX. of 
debts, aie aldo to be pro- 
vided for - - • 3525 

The deficieney of the re- 
venues for support of go- 
vemment the present year. 
owing to ihe ari ears charg. 
edon the current fund, will 
require per head V. of re- 
venues - - - 6690 d 5 

The aggregate fund, in'o 
which will naturally be 
thrown the residue of the 
revenues; 1st, because these 
revenues principally arise 
from imposts, which, when 
in the hands of the state, 
were a part of the same 
fund; und next, because 
from it the debts of the state 
are to be discharged, and 
other funds are to be kept 
up, but more especially as a 
part of these are by the 
United States g^ven ex« 
pressly for this purpose. 
Tliis fund being diminished 
by the change in the govern- 
ment of the 'union, and 
charged with new appro- 
priations, is deficient, per 
head of revenues ill.. 30,152 11 3 

Balance in favovu»of the 
revenues - - . 76,188 3 2 



$117,225 8 7 



It must be a governing principle of the legislature of 
a free stale, representing fully the people and par6di>- 
pating of their burthens, to make those burthens as light 
and easy ,as circumstances will admit. This surplus a? 
unappropriated revenue, therefore, so newly agreeing 
with the amount of the annual direct tax upon the peo- 
ple, will probably be taken to supply the place of the 
other, and the law directing the whole of that tax either 
repealed or suspended. 

XIII. The Bahnee due from ihe United States. 

Although this might be an-anged under the head of 
unappropriated revenues, yet I cl»ose to make a separate 
one of i», because it will not be so immediately produc- 
tive, and will not meet or supply the necessities of the 
next year, but, by being added to the aggregate fund^ 
may serve as a remainder therein, when other part^ 
thereof shall have been exhausted. 

Most of the debts with which the 
State is now encumbered, and all tlie 
great sums raised and paid, or ex- 
pended for the United States here- 
tofore, from time to time, since the ' 
year 1775, are chargeable to their 
account The amount of our cliums 

made are, In Specie, - - $10,642,403 4$ 

In Continental Money, 47,010,138 00 

When all these payments are reduced to specie, and 
the account charged with advances made to Pennsylva- 
nia from time to tune by the United States, to amount of 
upwards of two millions of dollars, it is expected a ba- 
lance of about ten million of dollars specie of principal 
will appear in ourfavoin*; and that the interest account 
equalizing the dates, will average about ten years back 
from the 1st of January 1792. 

By acts of Congress of November 1777, October 
1779, February 1782, and others, this interest is at «x 
per cent, per s.nnum, which would yield tlie suoa of 
6JOO,000 dollars anears of Interest. By the act of Com 
gress of August 5th 1793, this debt may be funded 
within one Near after settlement, as the other debts of 
the Un'ted States are, by act of August 4th preceding. 
Although by tt at mode ten years interest would be loi4 
to the state on one I'lird of the principal, yet the advan- 
tage of receiving an interest of three per cenU on w» 
large an arrear of interest will more than counterbalance. 
There can be only one bad effect, it fixes a principle, 
which in future may open another loan for the debtaand 
engagements not more solemnly contracted nor more 
binding than the present, and afterwards another^ and 
even others, each still less and less; for if aught can be 
taken either from principal or interest, on the same prii»- 
ciplc any other part of either may be taken away. 

The annual interest of two thirds of 10 
millions, viz: 6666666 dols. 67 at 6 per cent. $400^000 

The annual interest of 6 millions at 3 per 
cent, b ----- - 180,-000 
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Dollars per annum, 580,000 

These accounts are now adjusting by the commission- 
ers appointed by the United States for that purpose. 

The sum of /.550 8 is entered of the debts of this 
state, to be funded by the United States, according^ to 
their act of August 4th 1790. Whatever sums nuiy be 
thus subscribed will be chai-geable per said act to dits 
account, together with tlje payments to Pennsylvania oA^ 
account of the interest of ihe' 2,200,000 dollars before 
mentioned. 

The finances of the state are' much embarrassed by 
the remains of the emission of bills of credit of 1785, 
none of which have been burned, and litjtle thereof re- 
"deemed since November 1789. If the Treasurer, in 
conformity to the engagements of the state, would not 
re-issue, but keep in his bands for burning the nionfie» 
which he receives f^m the general funds, till the ^34»* 
800 in arrears are burnt, and then in the next year, oift 
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of tbe revenues that first come in for that year in those 
hiXia, keep the sum dli'ecled by law to be burnt in the 
CAsuiiic^ year, which with the loan office completes the 
vhole sum emitted, the knowledge that titese bills were 
9ot to be ne-isfucd, would not ouly induce those who 
•we the state to be speedy in gfetting this money, and 
paying it wtale obtainable below par, by which means 
the collection of the revenues would be promoted, but 
the diminution of the quantity, with concurrent circum- 
•tances, would in a few weeks appreciate its value, to 
fuch a cieg^e, that the payments to tbe treasury would 
come in mixed with hard money. The bills of this emis- 
^on, which should be received on account of the other 
revenues for the support of government, might by these 
veans very shortly be exchanged in the treasury for 
•pecie, which would be received in the general reve- 
Aoes, until tlie whole emission, without any obstruction 
Jto government or altei-ation of the sj'stcms or engage- 
ments of the state, should be redeemed. On the f&st 
of April next, this state will bo entitled to receive up- 
wards of / 8500 in specie from the United States, being 
one quarter's pavment of interest as afoi-esaid, which 
will aid the "execution of this measure. 

I shall have the honor shortly of laying before the le- 
gislature a full state of the taxes in the several counties, 
exhibiting where the arrears thereof lie. The dT-ficicn- 
«nr of payment in due time hath been caused, partly, by 
the exorbitancy of the demand. The sum of /14?6,00J 
and upwards in direct taxes in on6 year exceeded the 
abilities of the good people of Pennsylvania to pay, and 
with other large taxes have been long a heavy lo id on 
many of the citizens. Another cause was, that until 
lately the laws were not efficient, nor adequate to the 
purpose of compelling payment, where compulsion was 
BDquisite. The collector were only authorised to ask, 
not empowered to compel payment. As the laws have 
been amended, these difficulties will not exist in future, 
and greater collections may consequentlv be expected. 

RapedfaUy submitted, JOHN NICHOLSON. 

(JomptroUer-GeneraTs Office^') 
Jkctmber llth, 1790. $ 

A SKETCH OF WILLIAM BRADFORD. 
From 7ytomas*s Hiniory of Printing. 

yfXLuk-yi. BaADFoaD, was the first printer who set- 
tled in this colony, (Pa ) He was the son of William 
mnd Anne Bradford, of Leicester, England, at which 
place he was born. He served his apprenticeship in 
London, with Andrew Sowles, printer, in Grace Church 
street, and married his daughter Elizabeth. Sowles was 
Intimately acquainted with George Fox, a shoemaker of 
Nottmgham; and the founder of the English sect of 
Quakers. Sowles was one of this sect, and printed for 
tiic society. Bradford adopted the principles of the 
Quakers, and was among the first emigrants from Eng- 
land to Pennsylvania in 1682, or 1683, and landed at the 
•pot where Philadelphia was soon after laid out, before 
itboose was built. The next year his wife arrived. 

At what place he first, settled is rather tmcertain; but, 
it WM, as he expresses it, "near Philadelphia-'* The 
> w ie d e « had begtin a colony in Delaware as early as 
1636^ and made a settlement at Chester, now a part of 
Pennsylrania. The Dutch conquered tiie Swedes and 
attached Delaware to the government of New York. 
By agreement with the Duke of York, Penn, after his 
Mfival, assumed the government of Delaware, and nni- 
ttdit* in matters of legislation, with Pennsylvania. The 
general assembly was holden at Chester, and this bo- 
itH^jfa became, for a time, a place of consequence. It 
kfmbablethat Bradford resided there untd Philadel- 
pkai MRimed the appearance of a city; he might, how- 
•fcr^ hftre set op his press at Burlington, which is but 
c^jiiteen miles distant from Philadelphia, and was then 
tk^ capital of New Jersey. The first work printed by 
■iMlfijii!, which has reached us with a date, is, *<An Al- 
■Haae for the year of tlie Chrktian account 1687« Parti- 
oibacfy respecting the Meridian and Latitude of Buriii^g- 



ton, but may indifferently serve »]1 places adjacent. By 
Daniel Leed? Student in Agriculture. Printed and Sold 
by William Bradford. i\e%r fhilddel^h'a in Pentt8lhan>a 
pro Anno 1687." This is a sheet almanac, in twelve 
compartments, for the twelve months; the year begins 
with March and ends with February, as was usual in the 
seventeenth c -ntury. At the bottom of the sheet is an 
explanation of the ulmanacan account of the eclipses 
for the year; courts and fiursat Burlington and Philadel- 
phia, and short rules in lm8bandr)\ 

It appears that at the time Bradford printed this alma- 
itac* he lived **ncar Philadelphia," and Chester, as I 
have said, was near this city.-j- 

In 1689, Bradford lived in the city. I possess a quar- 
to pamphlet by George Keith, respecting the New Eng- 
land churches, printed by Bi-adford in Philadelphia that 
year. It is the oldest book 1 have seen, printed in the 
city. 1 have another pamphlet, of seventy four pages 
printed by him in 1690, entitled, **A Refutation of Three 
Opposers of Truth, by plain Evidence of the Holy 
Scriptures, viz. Pardon Tillinghast, B. Keech, and Cot- 
ton Mather; and a few Words of a Letter to John Cot- 
ton. Bv George Keith." — Imprint 'Philadelphia, Print- 
ed and'Sold by William Bradford Anno 169a." I have 
another quarto pamphlet, of seventy two pages, written 
by George Keith, entitled, "A Serious Appeal to all the 
more Sober, Impartial and Judicious People of Xew Engw 
land to whose Hands this may come." It is a vindica- 
tion of the Quakers from the attack of Cotton Mather, 
&c. "Printed and Sold by William Bradfordy tXPhiladd* 
phia in Pmntylvania^ in the year 1692." 

In the year 1692, much contention prevailed among 
the Quakers, in P hilar I el phia, and Bradford took an ac- 
tive part in tlje quarrel . George Keith, by birth a Scotch- 
man, a. roan of good abilities and well educated; was 
8ur%'eyor general in New Jersey; and the Society of 
Friends in this city employed him in 1689, as the super- 
intendent of their schools. Keith, having attended this 
duty nearly two years, became a public speaker in their 
religious assen)blies; but being, as tlie Quakers asserted, 
of a turbulent and overbearing spirit, he gave them 
much trouble; they forbade him speaking as a teacher, 
or minister in their meetings; this, and some other irri- 
tating circumstances, caused a division among the 
Friends, and the parties were violently hostile to each 
other. % Bradford was of the party which was attached 
to Keith, and supported him? their opponents were the 
majority. Among them were the Lieutenant Governor 
Lloyd, and most of the Quaker magistrates. Keith and 
Thomas Budd. wrote against the majority, and Bradford 
published their writings. 

Keith was condemned in the city meetings, but he 
appealed to the general meeting of the Friends; and» 
in order that his case might be generally known and 
understood, he wrote an address to the Quakers, which 
he caused to be printed, and copies of it to be dispersed 
among the Friends, previous to their general meeting; 
This conduct was highly resented by his opponents; tl>e 

• A copy of this almanac is now in the library of Phi- 
ladelphia. 

f It has been suggested that Bradford first settled at 
Kensington, about two miles to the eastward of Phila- 
delphia, on the banks of t])6 Delaware; at which place 
there were, at that time, two or three houses, and where 
remained the great oak tree, under which William Penn 
held a treaty with the Indians, until the 5tb of March 
1810, when it was overthrown by a tomadp. Proud, in 
his history of Pennsylvania, observes in a note, "The 
Quakers had meeting for religious worship, and for the 
economy of their society, as early as the fore part of the 
year 1681, at the bouse of Thomas Fairlamb, at Shakft- 
maxon, near or abo^it the place where Kensington bow 
stands, nigh Philadelphia." Thisfitft renders it, in a 
degree, probable, that Bradford did settle at Kensing- 
ton. I'he creek at ^he north end of the city is known 
to this day by the Indian name Sbakaimzon. 
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tddress was denominated seditions, and Bradford was 
arrested and imprisoned for printings it. The sheriif 
seized a form containing four quarto pages of the types 
of the address; he also took into his custody a quantity 
of pAper, and a number of hooks, which were in Brad- 
ford's shop, with all the copies of the address which he 
could fino. The civil authority took up the business; 
and, as Keith and Bradford state'thc facts, they who per- 
tecuted them in the religious assemblies, condemned 
and imprisoned them by civil process— the judges of 
the courts, being the leading characters in the meetings. 
Several of Keith's party were apprehended and impri- 
•oned witl) Bradford; and, among them, Thomas Budd, 
and John H acomb. The offence of the latter consisted 
in his having two copiers of the address, which he gave 
to two friends in compliance with their request 

The fbUowing was the warrant for committing Brad- 
ford and Maoomb. 

*nvhereas William Bradford, printer, and John Ma- 
comb, taylor, being brought before us upon an informa- 
tion of Publishing, Uttering and Spreadmg a Malitious 
and Se4itiou8 paper, intituled. An Appeal from the 
twen ty eight Judges* to the Spirit of Truth, &c. Tend- 
ing to the disturbance of the Peace and the Subversion 
of the present government, and the said Persons being 
required to give Securitie to answer it at the next court, 
but they refused so to do. These arc therefore by the 
£ngand Queens Authoritie and in our Proprietarys 
Name, to require you to take into your Custody the Bo- 
dies of William Bradford and John Macomb, and them 
safely keep till they shall be discharge by due Course 
of Law. Whereof fail not at your Peril; and for your 
to Doingy this shall be your sufficient Warrant Given 
under our Hands and Scales this 24th of August, 1692. 

^hese to John White SherifiTof Philadelphia or his 
Deputies." 

Signed by Arthur Cook, and four others. 

The day after the imprisonment of Bradford and his 
firiends» a ^'Private Sessions," as it was called, of the 
county court was holden by six justices, all Quakers, 
who, ^o put a better complexion on their proceedings, 
requested the attendance of two magistrates, who were 
pot Quakers. 

Tills Court assembled, it seems, fbr the purpose of 
convicting Keith, Budd, and their connexions, of sedi- 
tious conduct, and of condemning them uithoutti hear- 
ing; but the two magistrates who were not Quakers, if 
we credit Keith and Bradford, reprobated the measure, 
and refused to have any concern in it, declaring, that the 
whole transaction ^as a mere dispute among the Qua- 
kers respecting their religion, in which the government 
had no concern. They, however, advised that Keith, 
and others accused, should be sent for, and allowed to 
defend themselves, and affirmed that if any thing like 
■edition appeared in their practice, they would join 
heart and hand in their prosecution. To this the Qua- 
ker magistrates would not consent, and the others in 
consequence left the court. The court, then, as is sta- 
ted in a pamphletf "pi-oceeded in their work, and as 
they judged George Keith in their spiritual court, with- 
out all hearing or trial, so in like manner, they prosecu- 
ted him in their temporal court without all hearing." 
The pamphlet further states that "one of the judges de- 
clared that the court could judge of matter of fact with- 
out evidence, and therefore without more to do, proclaim- 
ed George Keith by tbe common cryer, in the inarket 

♦ "Twenty eight," meaning those who condemned 
Keith, in what he called "their Spiritnal Court." 

f Tliis pamphlet is entitled, "New England Spirit of 
Persecution, transmitted to Fcnnsilvania, and llip Pre- 
tended Quaker found Persecuting the True Christian 
Quaker in the Tryal of Peter Boss, Georgfe Keith, Tho- 
mas Budd and William Bradford, at the Sessyons held 
at Philadelphia the Ninth, Tenth, and Twelfth days of 
December 1692. Giving an account of tbe rooct Arbi- 
trary Proceedings irf that Court" 



place, to be a seditiotu person, and an enemy to th# 
king and queen's government." 

Bradford and Macomb, who had been imprinoned, ap*> 
peared at this court, and requested that they migtit be 
brought to trial; pleading that it was very injurious to 
them, and their families, to remain in confinement They 
claimed, as fi-ee bom English subjects, the rights aecutw 
ed by Magna Charta, among which was the prompt ad- 
ministration of iustice; and Bradford, in particular, de- 
sired that his trial might then take place, "bectuse, not 
only his person was restnuned, but his working tools, 
and the paper and books from his shop, were taken lh>m 
him, and without these he could not work and maintain 
his family." 

Soon after this session of the court Bradford was, br 
some means, released from his confinement. It is said, 
that in the examination of the "frame.' the jury not being 
acquainted witii reading backwards, attempted to raise 
it from the plank on which it was placed, and to put it 
in a more fi^vorable ntuation for inspection; and that one 
of them assisting with his cane, pushed against the bot- 
tom dT the types as the form was placed perpendicularly, 
when, like magic, this evidence agunst Bradford instanW 
ly vanished, the ^pes fell from the frame, or chase as it 
is teiTned bv printers, formed a confUsed heap, and pre- 
vented further investigfation. 

Bradford having incurred the displeasure of the do- 
minant party in Pennsylvania, and receiving encourage- 
ment to settie iii New York, he, in 1693, removed to tiial 
city; but it is supposed he had a concern in tbe press^ 
which was continued in Philadelphia. 

Bradford continued to print fbr the government of N. 
York, and during thirty years, was tlie only printer in 
the province. 

On the 16th of October 1725, he began the publiok 
tion of the first newspaper printed m tnat colory. 

He continued his residence in the city, and ei\joyed 4 
long life, without experiencing sickness or the usikl in- 
firmities of age. Several years before his death, he ra] 
tired from business, and lived with his son William, in 
Hanover square. As early as 1728, he owned a p^er 
mill at Elizabethtown, N. J. When this null waft built, 
I cannot determine; but I befieve it was the first that 
was erected in New Jersey; and, it is not altogether 
improbable that it was the first built in British America, 

On the morning of the day which closed his life, he 
walked over a great part of the city. He died May 33, 
1752, aged ninety-four. The New York Gazette which 
announced his death on tiie Monday following, mentions, 
•that he came to America seventy years ago; was prin- 
ter to the go\ emment upwards of fifty years; and was 
a man of great sobriety, and industry; a real friend to 
the poor and needy, and kind and affable to all:— His 
temperance was exceedingly conspicuous; and he was 
almost a stranger to sickness all his life* He had left 
off business several years past and being quite worn 
out witii old age and labour, his lamp of life went put 
for want of oil" 



GENERAL STATEMENT OF THE COBIMEItCE 
OF PENNSYLVANIA. 

We have compiled the following table from the dif* 
ferent tables, contained in Seybert's and Pitkin's statis* 
tics, to the year 1815 — from that period to the end, we 
have been fkvoured with the necessary documents from 
the Register's office at Washington. The whole toge- 
ther, forms probably the most complete view of the 
commerce of this state from its commencement to the 
present time, that has ever been publislied. In a future 
number we may make some further observations on 
these tables, which we have not leisure at the present 
moment to do. 
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REWARD OF MERIT. 

Harriaburgy Perm, Jprii 11th, 1826. 
Captaht David Cok^tsb, 

United States Navy, 
Sir — It affords me great pleasure to convey to you a 
copy of a preamble and resolution, unanimously adopt- 
ed by the legislature of Pennsylvania, and to have the 
opportunity of communicating to you the high sense the 
j^vemment of Pennsylvania entertains for your good 
eonduct and intrepidity, displayed as an officer of the 
United States navy, in two, among the most brilliant 
naval engagements of the late war. 

Arrangements have been made to have the sword di- 
rected to be presented to you, prepared for that pur- 
pose, as early as practicable. 

I have the honour to be. 
Very respectfully, 

Your obedient servant, 

J. ANDW. SHULZE. 
5Kr— I have had the honour to receive your letter of 
^e 11th inst accompanied with a "copy of the pream- 
ble and resolution unanimously adopted by the legisla- 
ture of Pennsylvania.*' This flattering testimony of the 
approbation of my native state, so obligin^j^ly communi- 
cated by your excellency, has penetrated me with tlie 
deepest gratitude. 

In return, I can only pledge myself to use the sword 
which has been sp liberally voted to me, in such a cause, 
and on such occasions, as must receive the sanction of 
the patriotic authorities from which it emanated. 

Be pleased to accept tlie assurance of the very high 
regard of your excellency's most obedient servant. 

D. CONNER. 
His Excellency J. Ak^brsw Shulzk, 
Govf^rnor of the state of Pennsylvania. 
Philadelphia, JlpHl 15th, 1826. 

Skcretaht's Office, "> 
Harrisburg, June 15, 1827. 5 
Gs»R&z B. PoRTXTi, Esq. 

Jitfuiani General ojPennsyloania. 
Sir — by a resolution of the legislature of Pennsylva- 
nia, of the twenty-fifth of February, 1826, an official 
copy of which is herewith transmitted, the governor was 
requested to procure and present, in the name of the 
commonwealth,' to captain David CoxNEn, of the Unit- 
ed States' navy, for his good conduct and intrepidity, 
displayed in two of the naval engagements with the 
enemy, during the late war, an appropriate sword; not 
to exceed in price the sum of four hundred dollars; and 
the governor having received information that the sword 
is now prepared and ready for deliver}', has instructed 
me to inform you, that it is his wi9h that you will repair 
to the city of Philadelphia, and on his behalf, and in the 
name of the commonwealth, present the said sword to 
Captain Conner, agreeably to the said resolution of the 
legislature. 
I am, with much respect, your obedient servant, 

I. 1). BARNARD. 
Adjutast Genebal's Office, ^ 
Lancaster, November 9, 1827. > 
His Excellency, J. Asdkew Shulze, 

Governor of Penmylvania. 
Sii^— It becomes my duty to report to you that agree- 
ably to your wish, as expressed in the letter of the Se- 
cretary of State of the 15th of June last, I repaired to the 
city of Philadelphia, and on the 4th day of July present- 
ed, on your behalf, and in the name of the common- 
wealth of Pennsylvania, to captain David Conner, of the 
United States' navy, the sword which had been prepar- 
ed by Messrs. Fletcher and Gardiner, under your direc- 
tions, agp*eeably to a resohitionof the legislature, passed 
on the twenty-fifth day of February, 1826. The cere- 
mony of presentation was performed in front of the state 
house, in the presence of commodore Bainbridge, cap- 
tain Elliott, and the other naval officers attached to the 
station, and then in the city. General Patterson's bri- 
gade of volunteers, the Cincinnati society, the Judges of 



the several courts, the mayor, recorder, aldermen, and 
select and common cotmcils of the city of Philadelphia, 
and a large assemblage of citizens. A copy of my ad- 
dress to Captain Conner, and his reply, are hereto an- 
nexed. 

Hoping that what has been done will meet with your 
approbation, I have the honor to be, with sentiments foS 
much respect and esteem, your obedient servant, 

G. B. PORTER, 
Adj. General Pa. 

ADDRESS. 

Captain Conner — On this, the anniversary of the most 
memorable day in the history of nations — and at that 
hall in which the independence of these United States 
was first proclaimed to an astonished world, I have the 
g^tification of peiforming the most pleasing task which 
could devolve Upon me— to communicate to you til© 
high sense which the government of this coinjnonweakh 
entertains for your good conduct and intrepidity, dis- 
played in two of the most brilliant exploits of our naval 
forces during the late war, and to present to you, in the 
name of the Governor of the commonwealth of Pennsyl- 
vania, an appropriate sword, which has been procured 
agreeably to a resolution unanimously adopted by the 
legislature. 

Jn referring to the account of the capture of his Bnp- 
tannic Majesty's ship Peacock, by the United State* 
sloop of war Hornet, in which you were acting lieuten- 
ant, your conduct is eminently conspicuous for undaunt* 
ed courage and great bravery, while the battle raged; 
for consummate skill and matchless intrepidity in exe- 
cuting the order for the removal of the prisoners; and 
for that noble philanthropy and humanity exhibited in 
your unexampled exertions to save, at the imminent risk 
of your own life, the lives of those whom yoM had so gal- 
lantly defeated. Truly di<l your commanding officer^ 
the immortal lAwrence, in his official report to the Se- 
cretary of the Navy say, " he would be doing injustice 
to 3'our merits, were he not to recommend you particu- 
larly to his notice." 

Nor, sir, is there less to applaud in your patriotic and 
meritorious conduct, when, while first lieutenant in the 
same vessel, she captured the Penguin. Not even a 
desperate wound, nor the expectation • that impending 
fate seemed to have decreed that in a few moments more 
your gallant spirit should wing its flight to eternity, 
could daunt your courage, while \nctory was yet uncer- 
tain. No, sir, although exhausted by loss of blood, so 
copiously shed for the honour of your country, you 
maintained your post with heroic ardour, and lived ta 
witness a glorious victory, in which you acted so noble a 
part, that well might the brave captain Biddle say, as ho 
did, "you were an officer of much promise, and that 
your conduct was in the highest degree creditable to 
youi-self, and called for his warmest recommendadon.** 
This, sir, is not flattery. It is honour to the brave, f<y 
conduct which has aided in establishing for our country 
a character the most exalted, and which has covered 
you and the other officers of our navy, with iraperiafaa. 
ble glory. 

Pennsylvania has always vied with her sister states^ 
has taken a just pride in conferring honours on her na- 
tive citizens. And I can truly say, no one more heatlily 
applauds this patriotic zeal, than our present executhre» 
Governor Shulze. It is a source of pleasure and satis- 
faction to him, that during his administration he has the 
opportunity of procuring and presenting this sword, to 
one so justly entitled to it; whose achievements haTo 
aided so much in convincing the world that, man to man, 
and ship to ship, the star spangled banner is invincible; 
that however contemptible the "striped bunting" hlul 
been in the eyes of the British navy, their proud banners 
were and ever will be humbled by the unconquerable 
bravery and superior skill of American spirits. 

In this sentiment permit me to tell you, I most cor- 
dially concur. And although I regret, exceedingly, that 
this "tribute of respect"— this honour justly du#, 1m« 
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been bo long withheld; which can only be accounted for 
by your extreme modesty, and that of yourfHende, in 
not presenting^ yotir claims and -services to the notice of 
the government of your native state; yet I trust you wiil 
not consider it the less acceptable, when you are assur- 
ed that the resolution which I present you was unani- 
mously adopted, as soon as it was offered, and that every 
citizen of Pennsylvania believes, that should the g^ 
vcmment of the United States, at any time hereafter, be- 
come engaged in war upon the Ocean, nothing* but an 
opportunity will be wanting to convince them, that you 
continue worthy of their partiality and kind feeling; that 
ycni wJH do honour to the state which gave you birth; that 
you are deserving of that high recommendation, which 
in your youth you obtained; that you are capable of tak- 
ing the place of Decatur, Perry, Lawrence, and those 
other naval worthies, who, though called from this to, 
we trust, a better world, have len their names and cha- 
racters as imperishable as the world itself; that you are 
ilea^ned to be one of the roost honoured and illustrious 
among the bravest of the brave. 

cjLPTAiic romrsa's bsplt. 
- It is with emotions of the deepest sensibility that I re- 
€eiye this most gratifying evidence of the approbation 
with which the government of my native state has view- 
ed my public services. A splendid testimonial of this 
cl£aracter, emanating from a state, distin^ished for her 
enlightened patriotism, constitutes the highest reward 
to vmich an officer can aspire. The sons of Pennsylva- 
wk engaged in the national service, may Well be prOiid 
' of their birthright, since she toses no opportunity of re- 
warding the humblest of them, who have acquitted 
themselves in a satisfactory manner, while engaged with 
^e enemies of our country. 

For the kind and flattering manner in which you have 
been pleased to notice my humble services, 1 offer to 
you my most respectful thanks. I also beg leave to of- 
fer, through you, to the members of the le.^isIatuFe, and 
td the distinguished patriot who now occupies the exe- 
cutve chair of the state, and whom you now represent, 
my most heartfelt thanks for the honour which has 
been this day conferred upon me. The splendour of the 
Reward which you have so handsomely bestowed, has 
fkr exceeded my deserts; and though I cannot hope to 
fulfil the high expectations which you have been pleased 
to express; yet it shall be my constant duty to exercise 
1^1 the talents and zeal I may possess, when an opportu- 
nity shall again offer, t6 defend the rights of our beloved 
country. IJoumal of the Senate . 

' { From the FiUage Record,) 
MAUCH CHUNK-iic coiccLcsioir. 
A few steps fi-om the landing of the raft brought me 
to the Mauch Chunk Hotel, a large and elegant build- 
ing*, well finished and furnished, and crowded with well 
dre^ed, fasliionable people, evidently strangers, on a 
Visit to the mines. A glance round the tea-table, told 
iHe there was both beauty and grace among the female 
rintants. An examination of the book, where each per- 
son's name is recorded, informed me that some of the 
first characters and talent of the state, were guests at 
the mansion. After an early breakfast, the bugle 
sounded to rally all the company who wished to visit 
the mines and view the rail-road. Behold us on the 
feummit level, a mile fix)m the mine — and eight from the 
liver, preparing to return — a sky clear — sl gentle 
breeze and pure air, bracing the frame, and giving 
buoyancy to the spirits. A brigade of fifty-three wagons 
was drawn up on the rail-road, ea<ih loaded with a ton 
and a half of coal. ' The wagons are square boxes, wid- 
ening at the top; some of wood — some of sheet ifon, 
ninmiig on low cast iron wheels, of 18 to 24 inches dia- 
met«r---the felloes four inches broad, cast with a flange 
on the inner edge to keep the wheel in its place on the 
raU-wray. The axle-tree, of iron, turns with the wheel. 
A tin tube' is inserted, having a piece of sponge at the 
botton, to ptrxs^t oil to tnckle througff constaatlVf 



where each axle-tree is subjected to friction. Fburtecn 
wagons move together in a section, alid two sections go 
down at the same time. All being ready, the bugle of 
the coachman sounded, and the company saW the two 
sections start. Very little effort was necessary t<j set 
them in motion. At first they went oflTslowlyf gaining 
velocity as they advanced. One man is sufficient to 
each section of the wagons, and of course twenty -one 
tons of coal. He mounts a little box behind, and by the 
simple pulling of a rope, restrains their speed to any 
point between twenty miles and one mile an hour. He 
has the train in perfect command. Nextto the two sec- 
tions, and perhaps 40 perches in the rear, came the 
pleasure carriages filled with company from the Hote1# 
ladies and gentlemen. Of these there were fourteen or 
fifteen. The coachman, a merry fellow, yet exceeding- 
ly civil and obliging, took his seat, called to his horsesy 
cracked his whip, and away we went at fiiie speed. 

After us came a section of boxes, filled with nn^es 
and horses, troughs before them fiUed with provender^ 
which they eat with as much freedom at if in their sta- 
bles, as they roll along the rail-way. The road is made 
by laying logs across it, perfectly bedded and levelliMi) 
afoot perhaps a part; on these, len^hwise, and running 
with the road, and on each side wide enough apart m 
the wheels to run, are fastened two timbers six or se^* 
ven inches square. On these are nailed bars of iron< 
This simple — very simple construction, constitutes the 
rail-road. Consider yourself standing a few perche* 
from the way. Hear you that distant rumbling sound 
like an earthquake? In an instant behold those wagons! 
with what speed they come, yet how regular are their 
movements! — how easily they guide!— with what faci- 
lity they turn with every turning of the road! A lever 
is fixed to each wagt)n from near th6 front left wheel, 
and rises above the side of the car; by pulling that le- 
ver back, by the most simple machinery, ever}' wheel ia 
clasped by two semi-circular pieces of wood. The fric- 
tion thus produced retards or instantly stops the wagon» 
however fast it may be going. AH these levers are fast- 
ened together by a rope, the end of which is held by the 
one who guides, so that at pleasure, be can stop the 
whole train with scarce an effort. 

Behold the pleasure carriages coming! The driver ha» 
let the coal train get a mile ahead — ^for that moves only 
about five miles un hour, though it might go 10 or 15, or 
even more, but five is deemed most prudent. The rogue 
has let the Way become clear to show the company the 
speed of his fieet steeds. They are of the same trun 
with those of Achilles, begotten by the wind— -eerial 
coursers. Imagination can scarcely conceive their swift- 
ness. He cracks his whip — speaks sharply, as if he bad 
really Xanthus and Bali us before him; the carriages 
jv'lide with the velocity of the swallow, and almost with 
its apparent ease—a breeze seena to meet you, so 
swiftly do you press upon the air — the respiration be- 
comes more hurried. Scarcely have you tasted the 
pleasure of this rapid motion before you approach the 
coal train. The driver calls gently to his steeds, and in a 
moment^ by his lever, the carriages are moving slowly 
and gently along the smooth way. 

And lastly, what do you see? Did even imagination^ 
in its wildest flights, ever picture to itself wagons laden 
with twenty-two tons running for many miles without 
aid, and more than this, that mules and horses should 
ride in coaches, feasting by the way like London turtle 
fed aldermen ! The whole view of the descent of the 
wagons, coaches, and mulo boxes, is one of the most in- 
citing, extraordinary — pleasing and wonderful, that I 
have ever beheld. Wonderful — wouderful! again and 
again, exclaimed every one to whom it was new. On 
returning, three mules draw up four carts co wagons. 
The ascent being moderate the labour is light. Two 
hundred tons are delivered at the landing a day, at a 
cost of about 22 cents per ton. I used to give 3J and 4 
dolUu*s a ton for hauling coal from the mine.- The coal 
field hself is an object of curiosity. litail-roads are laid 
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llirougli the openings in $Xl directions, snd numerous 
lumdiB employed in qumrnring coal, loading wag^i» and 
'Removing rubbish. No description can give. It just idelt 
of the depth, extent, and value of this vast and inexhaust- 
ible mine. Coal enough seems presented to the eye to 
last for centuries, and yet examination shows, that for 
seveml miJes in various directions flt)m the place now 
working, there is coal in abundance. 

When the wagons arrive at the brink of the mountain 
near Matich Chunk, they are one at a time let down the 
chute to the XMxd house, which projects over the water; 
and fVom which the boats are laden. The chute is 700 
feet in length— the perpendicular height 230 feet You 
will at once see how extremely steep must be the de- 
scent, and how heavy the pressure of 30,000 weight of 
caal in a l;eavy wa^n. Yet so simple and sure is the 
process ordescendmg, that without the slightest adci- 
dent or disorder, thousands of tons are let down yearly. 
The loaded wagon in ^descending draws up the empty 
wagon, there being a double rail-way down the chute. 
A larg^ drum, round which the rope is wound, turning, 
lets off the i^pe which is ^Mtened to the descendi^ 
wagon, and it the sante time winds up the rope to 
which the empty car is attached. It is curioas to see the 
car which has left its load, starting as if by itself— for the 
distance is so great you ean scarcely observe the rope 
that draws it — and Coming rapidly up the steep. To 
prevent the drum from revolvinr too nmidly, and letting 
the wagon descend too swift, a band of iron clasps one 
end. This band is drawn close, by a lever, or loosened, 
giving at pleasure an)r velocity to the cars the manmr 
pleases, or stopping both mid-way, in a moment. I feel 
how very imperfect is this description. Words cannot 
give an idea of these works — much less those so feeble 
as mine. To awaken liberal curiosity is cather my ob- 
ject than to gratify it Except the steam engine, I 
know nothing that gives so lively ahd strong an impres- 
sion of what the power and ingenuity of man may accom- 
plish . The astonbhing ascendancy of mind ov^ matter. 
These works Ju*e worth a jotuney across the Atlantic to 
see. 'I'he intelligent and liberal should vbit — admh% 
and enjoy. The boats and other works I described 
when there two or three years ago, and tieed not repeat, 
llie wild mountain scenery — the pure air and active 
exercise; are conducive to health and pleasure. The 
excellent aceommodations of Mr. Kimball, yield the tra- 
veller every comfort that the city would afford. To 
look along a table so well ^read, having between 30 
and 40 guests, attended by ready, neat, and obliging 
waiters — ^the handsome furniture - the beautiful flowers 
upon the mantle-piece — ^you experience all the pleasure 
or intelligent and refined society in the midst of a dens^ 
popuUtion. Go to the window, and the lofty mountain, 
rugfgedand inaccessible « presents you the aspect of na- 
ture in her rudest form. You may there partake of the 
pure spring,- as it gashes from beneath the mountain 
rock; or the bland Madeirli from the <* south side," and 
the finest vintage. At ten steps from the door you may 
penetrate the wildest soFitude; or sitting in the neat car- 
petted parlour, surroimded bv books, listen to die 
sweet-toned piano, touched with taste and feeUng by 
some fair and accomplished hand. 

The canal to the Delaware is in a rapid state of ad- 
vancement, and will be wholly 6r nearly fint^ed (his 
fall. 

The reverse of my course home, may be agreeable to 
those who should like to visit Mauch Chunk. 

From Westchester to White Horse - - 6 
White Horse to Moore's (Pawling's bridge) 9 
Moore's to Cross Roads .... 2 
Cross Ro9ds to Evansburg - - - 5 
Evansbuigto Perkiomen - - • 3 J 
Up Turnpike - . - - * j 

Turnpike to Sumneytown - . - S 
SumnejTtown to Millerstown . - -15 
{0/ leave Millerstown half a mile on your left.] 



Millerstown to Seger's • • * 13 

Serer's to Hogenbaugh's» at Lehightoo 12 
Lehiffhton to Maueh Chunk . - - 3 
All the boiues mentioned are excellent. Soniney* 
town would be the best stopping plsce for the nigkt 
On, returning, by^all means come th^oufh Bethkhciiw 
luid see that beautiful {>]aee. 

LONGEVITY. 
. John Anj^, a plfiiter, between Broad creek and tha 
head of Wicomoco river in swampy grounds, at thst 
time reputed. Maryland, now of the territofy of P^a* 
sylvania, died about five years ago, aged one hundred 
and forty years, according to his own calculation, and 
his neigfabodrs firmly b^eved it» from ibe tradition ef 
their fathers. He had been totally blind with age sone 
years before his death. He left a son of about eighty 
years, or more, who is already a great-g^d-fatber, yet 
more hale, lively, and active thim most men in their 
prime, and has no j^^ hairs. Both he and bit faUier 
were of lean constitutions, and lived poor and sparingt 
i. e. on simple and natural food; ^t the nerve-destroy- 
ing teas and coffee; not kept iit perpetual fevers .br 
stroiig Madeira, nor provoking a sickly appetite by rich 
and high seasoned dishes; while the plure moistuie of 
the soil prevented the pestilential, nervous, or p^\pd, 
ft vers and fluxes, so often epidemical and ntal in higb 
and dry grounds,' in these warm dimatet. 

Tours, M' W. 

June SO, 1775. [Pa. Mtg. 

STEAM POAT NAVIGATION,. 
Stiteroent showing the amount of steam-boat tonnage «f 

each state ftnd territory of the United Statcsf also, the 

duty collected on the siCme, during the year 1827. 
SteasmioaiUmnt^. Duty i 

sTATxs. Tons. 95ths. 

Maine : ..350 00 

Rhode Island ..178 07 

Connecticut 1,652 72 

New-York 10,^»4 88 

New-Jersey 1,078 92 

Pennsylvania ..1,580 04 

Delaware 372 56 

Mainland, 2,207 4fi 

District of Columbia 873 12 

Virginia... 946 57 

South Carolina 3^233 79 

Alabama 3,100 21 

Louisiana 17,003 37 

Georgia 719 43 

Trtaaury Department^ \ 

RegUtet^Bttguxi jSpni 15, 1^28. 5 

JOSEPH NOURSEi Regiater. 

Siatement of ike Bidge Turnpike Cmptmy qfimmg, fat 
the year 1827. 

Balance on hand 1st January, 1827 1399 49 

ToUsinl827.. • 9,662 69 

19,963 19 

FAT MIX TS. 

Repairs ^,572 64 

Salaries.. 2,08539 

Expenses Ill 10 

7,469 IS 

Balance on band..... A493 OS 

nSBTS. 

Certifieates of debt, bonds^ 

notes $104^673 46 

Interest on same, unpaid. . . 46,305 29 

9150,978 » 

THOS. H. WHITE, Tufionsrsr. 
PhiUdelphia, January 1, 182& 
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ANNALS OF PAUPERISM. 
Under this title we purpose occasionally to furnish 
kuch documents and facts as we may obtain, on a subject, 
which, notwithstanding pauperism has existed from the 
eariiest i^s, and ^e time and talents of philanthropists 
and stmteamen have been deroted to it, appears to be 
•till involred in mjrstery and doubt. It has always ap- 
peared to us, that before any correct theory can be form- 
ed with regard to the cause of pauperism, or to the pro- 
t>er remedies to be applied to its preyention, removal. 
Or mitigation, We must be possessed of more facts on the 
subject; juid tiiese facts are to be derived only from the 
poor ^emselves. It is, therefore, a cause of regreti 
that more attention has not been paid to this investiga- 
tion by the different institutions established for the sup- 
port or employment of the ^oor. Had a register been 
kept by each institution from its commencement, in 
which were noted the principal circumstances attending 
the history of every applicant at the time of bis admis- 
non upon the funds, it is easy to conceive, that in the 
coune of * few years, an unmense amount of informa- 
tioa might have been collected, from which correct 
theories could be established, as to the cause and reme- 
dies of an evil 4 which has rather increased than diminish. 
cd under all the benevolent exertions which have been 
made for its extermination. Therefore, though late, we 
woald can the attention of benevolent institutions to 
this subject, and recommend to them immediately to 
commence the work of registering all their present and 
fiitare poor, obtaining from each, evety information 
Which may throw any light upon the subject. Some 
litde trouble would attend this operation at firsti but if, 
alter the present number on Uie list is taken, each 
future applicant were examinedi and the circum- 
stances recorded at the time of his application, the labour 
woold be light, and the advantages of it important 

In 1631» the attention of the legislature was directed to 
the subject) and commissioners were appointed to col- 
lect information; and in 1825 the interesting report of a 
conmuttee of the house, which we now publish, was pre- 
sented. As it imbodies much information, we presume 
it win be read with considerable interest at the present 
time. 

Tlie late radical change in the poor system forms an 
I mp o rta nt era in the history of this states and is, wc con- 
ceive, a favourable period for presenting to view what 
has afaeady been acCo.nplished — so that after the new 
system may have been in operation a sufHdent length of 
time to test its effects, a comparison may be made of the 
operstions and advantages of both. As a history of tbe 
^Tcrent charitable institutions of our city and state 
Voii- 11. 9 



forms a part of our plan, and as it can only be CortttCy 
furnished by such societies themselves, we would be 
glad to receive a regular series of the reports they hava 
severally publbhed} or, where they hate published 
none, such written informatiou, as Will citable Us to ac- 
complish our purpose. The annual statements of the 
directors o£ the different poor bouses throughout the 
state^ would be acceptable for as long a series of year* 
as can be furnished. 

PENNSYLVANIA LEGISLATURE^ 

BOUSS OV BBrBBSXTrTATlVSS, 

HqwH of the Commiitee appointed to inquire inio (he ope" 
ration of the Poor Latus. Read, Janu^ 29th, 1825. 
Mr. MERBDira, Chairman. 

The Committee appointed to inquire info the operatioA 
of the Poor Laws in this Commonwealth, and to de- 
vise means for remedying the evils of which the pre* 
sent system is productive, and to whom was also re^* 
ferred the petition of the Society for the promotion of 
public economy, 

JISI'ORTi ' 

That they have considered the stibject ^ith that se* 
riousness and deliberation which its importance demands, 
^nd have to lament that the information within their im- 
medttae reach, has rtot been so fiiH and minute as to 
justify them in the belief that it is possible, at this tiroe^ 
to make a thorough and complete reform in the system^ 
At the same time, they think that something may be safe- 
ly done at once, and that the necessary future inquiries 
may he put in such a train, as to insure, at no distant 
day, the consummation of those Wishes which all enlight-^ 
ened men must entertain on the^ subject. ^ 

The system of poor laws which prevails in this ootn« 
monwealth, was borrowed^ in its leading features and 
principles^ from that which was adopteain England, in 
the reign of Elizabeth « It provides for raising, by a 
compulsory tax, a fund for the support of the indigent^ 
who are disabled fi*om labour, by age, sickness, or in- 
firmity, and fur providing labour and sustenance, for 
such of the poor as are able to work. It has been said 
in England, (and the argument appears to be well 
founded,) that it was not originally intended to provide 
for the latter class, more than an occasional relief { but it 
must be admitted that the uniform practical construction 
of the law, both in England and in this State, basbeen^ 
to place the relief granted to the able bodied poor, on 
the same permanent footing with that which is extended 
to the old, the sick, infirm, and disabled. The system 
thus understood, was introduced into this State, by an 
act of Assembly, passed in the year 1771, and it is not 
to be doubted that the intenuons of the fhimers of 
that nctf were most humane and charitable. The mode 
then adopted was considered at the time as the best 
which could be devised, for the purposes of relieving 
the poor, and diminishing the mass of human misery. 
Under this s^em, we have gone on, for more than finy 
years, and it is found that the burthens upon the commu- 
nity have been increased, tiiat the number of paupers 
has been augmented, that the calls upon private cha- 
rity have acccumiUatcd, and under these circumstances, 
t becomes necessary seriously to inquire, whetiici there 
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be not somefiuilt in the system itself, or some imperfec- ! 
tion in its ^etaOs, which renders it injurious to the com- 
munky at large, without being beneftcial to the particu- 
lar dass, for whose-reKef it was intended. 

With rerard to the question of radical defect in the 
System itsek; it is not the intention of your committee 
to enter at large into a speculative argument upon it, in 
this report. It has, however, been the subject of keen 
and voluminous discussion in £ngland, for many years 
past, and a very succinct summary of a few of the lead- 
ing arguments which have been there \i8cd, may not 
perhaps be unacceptable. 

The opponents of the system have alleged, that while 
it must always be admitted that charity is the first of our 
duties, and most grateful to our feelings as men, and 
consonant with our sentiments as Christians, yet it has 
been vfiseiy ordained by Providence to be a duty of im- 
perfect obligation, and left to be enforced by the opere- 
tion of relij^ous motives, and that sympathy for the dis- 
tressed which is natural to the human heart That cha- 
rity, no more tfian gratHude, or any other duty of a simi- 
lar nature, is the proper object of human laws, or to be 
enforced by human sanctions. That, left unrestrained 
and uncompelled, while on the one hand the constitution 
of our nature and the dictates of religion, render any 
general failure of charity extremely improbable, there 
u on the other hand such an uncertainty attending the 
relief, which may be required in any particular case, that 
no individual is tempted to rely upon others, whUe he 
can find a support in his own industry or resources. That 
an individual too, who is about to make a voluntary gift 
at his own expense, wiU generally take reasonable care 
that it is bestowed ipon a proper object — upon the de- 
serving tfnd unfortunate V and that those whto have con- 
tributed, by their own abandoned and dissolute habits, 
to reduce themselves to penury, will then, and ought al- 
ways, to find the access to relief hard and difficult. And 
that moreover, there is always a feeling of humiliation, 
attendant upon alms taking, which is unpleasant and 
degniding, and which affords a pledge, that this moclc 
of subsistence will generally not be resorted to, while 
any other remains open. 

Then, upon the effects of a system of relief by a 
compulsory public provision for tlie poor, it has been 
said, that there is, in the first place, no feeling of huma- 
nity, of kindness, of tenderness, on the one side, and 
no sense of humiliation or p^ratitude, on' the other, and 
that a great obstacle to the mcrease of pauperism is thus 
removed; that the relief, which the law awards to the 
necessitous, is unblushingly demanded as a right, and is 
ungi-aciously granted, because it cannot be refused; that 
the givers and receivers, the rich and the poor, are alike 
dissatisfied and exasperated; the former, by the sense, 
that if they have already given much, more is still to be 
required from them; and the latter, by the conscious- 
ness, that all they have received haa not been enough, 
and that they are still uncomfbrtable, needy and depend- 
ent. > 

It is observed, in the next place, that the relief can- 
not be", and in point of fact, never is in practice, restrict- 
ed to deserving objects. That it is plainly impossible 
for a few officers, to whom the administration of the 
funds is entrusted, to investigate with any minuteness, 
the former habits and conduct of the mdividual appli- 
cants, and that they are pa\pably without all motive for 
attempting to do so, since they have themselves no inter- 
est in practising even. ordinary economy, in the distribu- 
tion ot supplies which are raised from the resources of 
others. That it is therefore to be expected, that the 
system in question will always raise a competition, on 
the part of the improvident, the dissolute, and the un- 
worthy, against the claims of those who have been re- 
duced to want by unavoidable misfortune or calamity; 
and that the relief which ought to be granted to the lat- 
ter alone, wiU often be yielded to the more clamorous 
itpd importunate demands of the former. 



In the third place it is asserted, that the most opera- 
tive stimulus to exertion, among the labouring classes, 
is the fear of want. That the ambition of -a lal^ariiig 
man is, by his exertions during the more vigorbutf period 
of his life, to lay up something for his own future sup- 
port, and to provide a fund for the maintenance of hia 
ikmily when death shall have taken him from them, or 
age or infirmity shall have rendered him incompetent to 
contribute to Uieir sustenance, by his own industnr. 
That this desire, so long as he is conscious that its fidttl- 
ment depends entirely upon himself, renders him indui- 
trious, frugal and provident. But that if it be proclaim^ 
ed to such a man, that he shall be supported whenever 
he shall choose to relinquish a laborious employment — 
that his wife, his family, shall be provided for, whenever 
he shall cease to provide for them, he is d^eprived by the 
assurance thus gfiveut of his sole or principal motive for 
exertion; hesoon fiills into hidHts of idlenessr— idleness 
leads to profli|^y — profligacy is wire to end in diaease, 
and he becomes a wretched being, useless to himself* 
useless to his family and to society; and for the remain- 
der of his mberable existence, au incumbrance — a dead 
weight upon the public "bounty. Or that at least, the • 
temptations thus held out to him will operate gradualhr 
to relax his finigal and industrious habita; that he vj" 
learn to indulge in unnecessary expenses; tiiat he will 
imperceptibly become improvident and careless of the 
future, and at last end his days in the poor house. That 
the natiuTil tendency of the system (suppowng those 
who are affected by it, to be actuated by the ordinary 
motives which operate on human nature, will always be 
to swell the number of paupers to an unlimited degree, 
and to destroy or diminish the virtue and industry of the 
li^ouring classes. And that moreover, as the temptar 
tion held out wilVbe^ indefinite and universal, while the 
fond itself must always be limited within some bounds, 
the public provi^on will never be found adequate to the 
relief of the paup^ which it has contributed to create; 
that the needy surplus must faU at last upon the private 
charity of the citizens, and that in propwtion as the 
number is increased of those who depend upon publiQ 
bounty, will also be augmented the number of those, 
whose sole resource must be in the individu^ sympa- 
thies of their fellow men, — sympathies ahready weaken- 
ed, by the circumstance that the public have underta- 
ken, however inefficiently, to do away the necessity for 
their exertion. 

Fourthly, it is alleged, that the ^em tends also ti> 
impair the social affections of the poor. That the seise 
of dependence in the members, upon the head of a fa- 
mily,— the consciousness, on his part, that to him, and 
him alone, must those who are most dear to him, loot 
for protection and support— that these fecUngs on tiie 
one side and the other, form strong and indissoluble Bnks 
— links, at least, which would be indissoluble, if t^ 
poor laws did not destroy them all, by removing all 
sense of necessary dependence on the one hand, and of 
indispensable protection #n the other. 

And lastiy, it is ibsisted that the poor laws encomge 
improvident marriages, among those who are cntircljr 
unable by their own exertions to support *^ family, and 
thus tend to breed generation after generation, of here- 
ditary paupers, who, through their whole lives, never 
know any other mode of subsistence than that which '» 
afforded to them by the public bounty. 

Upon the whole, it has been concluded that the sys- 
tem of a compulsory public provision for the poor, will 
always increase and aggravate the evil which it is intend- 
ed to remove; create an acerbity of feeling betwetn the 
different classes of society; demoralize, to a greater or 
less extent, the labouring classes; promote idleness an* 
licentiousness amon^ the poor; destroy their frugal wd 
industrious habits ; impair their sociaf affeetioni, and 
throw upon tiie diligent and provident, the burden of 
maintaining the idle and profligate. That the necessity 
for private charity will be increased, while the sentiment 
of charity itself will be weakened— that the number of 
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pau^eii wiU swell rapidly^ the pressure upon the com- 
CRunity proportionably accumulate, the abuses grow 
more and more inireterate, and finaUy, all other burthens 
•become aa nothings when compared with this one para- 
mount oppression. 

Your coouBittee do not intend to enter further into 
the argummt upon this subject. If the system were to 
be ioMiiced now for the first time, it would be neces- 
aary to resort to speculatiofl, in the absence of facts; but 
woe it has prerailed in England for more than two cen- 
tmies^ iQ this conunonwealth for above fi% years, and 
IB mtme of the other States in the Union, for a still long- 
V feriodj your committee wili take experience alone as 
tbeir guide, and direct their enquiries towards ascertain- 
ing^ not what might hare been expected, but what has 
«^iuUy taken place. 

To avoid confiision^ your committee will point the 
lOMift striking f^cts which they have collected^ as far as 
10^ b^ to the following heads: 

1. Whether under a system of poor laws, such as 
<nn, the number of paupers and the amount of the 
imbUc expense have uniformly been augmented? 

2. Whether theneccssity for private charity, has been 
^one away by the operation of the public provision for 
the poor? 

S. Of those who are relieved by the public bounty, 
whether the greater portion be not composed of such 
aa have been reduced to penury by their own vice or 
improvidence ? 

4. Whether any expedient has been fbund, by anv 
Bwdificatioo of the system, to prevent the evils which it 
lirodueesf 

1. Uhder a system of poor lawsy suck aa oura, have the 
-mtmber of paupers and the amount of the public expense 
Mmformkf oeen augmented? 

Tour committee will take, in the £rst place, the case 
«C England, into which this system was first introduced, 
a«4 where it has prevailed for a longer time than in any 
4jf our own sUtes. An enlightened writer, of the last 
ceiituf7, bears the following emphatic testimony. (1) 
'^nderthe operation of the poor laws, it is a sad truth, 
nt the disease of poverty, instead of being eradicated, 
btt become more and more inveterate. England in par- 
ticalar overflows with beggars, though in no other coun- 
tiyare tiie indigent so amply provided for." 

ThefoOowing^ statement of the sums raised in differeni 
yean, in England, for the support of the poor, will 
' -abow a pr(>gresmve and rapid increase : 

Tear. Sums raised, 

C3}1680 £665,^60 

cs)»750 roo.ooo 

17€0 965,000 

M70 1,306,000 

irSO 1,774,000 

1790* 2,567,000 

laOOf 3,867,000 

ItlO ...... 5,407,000 

1812 6,680,000 

1S13 .--/.-- 7,00V65 

1M4 6,630,297 

(4)1815 7,525,057 

• including minor rates for highways, &c. 

J" Exdnsre of minor rates. 

R is nid bv Lowe, that Acre has been a gradual re- 
doelion of U^e charge since 1819, and that it may now 
be taken at leas than 6,000,000i: 

The following statement, taken from '"Lowe's Present 
State of England,*' (p. 193,) will show the increase, in 
two English counties. 



1776. 1783.4-5. 1803. 1815. 
Herefordshire, 10,592/. 16,728 48,067 59,256 
Bcdfordsllire, 16,663 20,977 38,070 50,371 
The following table extracted in part from the same 
work, exhibits the whole population of England and 
Wales, and the number of paupers relieved at diiferr 
eut periods. 

y Population of 



1688 
1766 
1783 > 
1785 5 
1792 
1803 
(1) 1813 
1815 



and Waks^ about 
5,300,000 
7,728,000 

8,016,000 



Number of paw 
pers relieved. 

563,964 . 

695,177 



818,851 



8,675,000 955,326 

9,168,000 1,040,716 

10,747,280 2,601,456 

estinmted at 3,050^000 

(2) Table of the amowit of expenditures on the poor in 
England in each tenth year, since the middle of the laH 
century, together with the price of wheat. 

Tears. Expenditure. Wheat per bush. 

£ s. d 



1750 




713,000 


4 2 


1760 




965,000 


4 10 


1770 


1,306,000 


6 5 


1780 


1,774,000 


5 11 


1790 


2,567,000 


6 4 


1800 


3,861,000 


10 2 


1810 


5.407,000 


12 4 


The following are given in successive years'. 






Expenditure, 


fVk^per 
5iisA^. 


Year ending 




£ 


s. d 


25th March 


,1813 


6,656,105 


16 8 




1814 


6,294,584 


12 S 




1815 


5,418,846 


8 10 




1816 


5,724.507 


7 9 




1817 


6,918,247 


10 11 




1818 


7,890,148 


11 3 




1819 


7,531,651 


10 4 




1820 


7,329,594 


8 a 




1821 


6,947,666 


7 10 



It was stated by Mr. WidterBurrell, a member affhc 
House of Commons, (Debates House of Commons Feb. 
9, 1819,) that, in his own parish, that of West Grinstead, 
which confisted of 5000 acres, the rental of tvhich was 
4000^ the poor-rates of the year 1818-19, amounted to 
4500il And on the 7th of March, 1817, Mr. Calcraft, 
also a member of the House of Commons, preteiited td 
that body, petitions nened by individuals for whose re- 
spectability and credibility he vouched, which stated, 
that in the parish of I^ang^on Matravors, in Dorsetslure, 
containing 575 inhabitant, 419 were receiving parochial 
relief; and ^at the poor-rate amounted to at least 18 
shillings or 19 shillings in the pound. And that, in the 
pariah of Swanage, also In Dorsetshire, eentainin|r 1500 
mhabitants, there was not 1 in 7 able to support bimaelf; 
that the poor-rates amounted to 21 shillin^gs in the pokipd, 
and every occupant c^famd, but one, had given notice 
to abandon. 

An extract from the report of a select tommittee of 
the House of Commons, appointed to consider of the 
poor laws, will explain the conclusion to which they 
were led, after a bihorious investigation ot the whole 
subject, as to the fact of the progressive increase of the 
burthen, in that country. 

" Independent of the pressure of any temporary or 
accidental circumstances, and making every allowance 
for an increased population, the rise in xhe price of pro- 



fl) Sketches of Man. b. 2, sk. X. (1) Documents accompanying the report of the 8e. 

CB) Mr. Curwen, (House of Commons,) May 28, 1816. cretaiy of the State of New York, to the Assembly, 

&y Lowe's Present State of England, p. 181, &c. February 12, 1824^ p. 126. 

(4) Statement presented to the House of Commons, I (2) From the reports of the committees of House of 
b^Mr. Addington, Feb. 26, 1816, adding l-14th for pa. I Commons on the poor laws, 1817 and 1821.— Jtotof, 
nabcfl not returned. Lowe sUtes it at 5,745,833/. ^jSpp.SS. 
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^istoofl^ and other necessarie? of life, and a misapplica- 
^n of part of the funds, it is apparent, that both the 
number of paupers, and the amount of monev levied by 
Assessment, arc progressively increasing, while the situ- 
ution of the poor appears not to have been in a corres- 
ponding degree improved, and the committee is of opi- 
nion, that whibt the existing poor laws, and the system 
under which they are administered, remain unchanged, 
there does not exist anv power of arresting the prog^ress 
of this increase, till it shall no lotiger be found possible 
to augment the sums raised by assessment'^ (H 

The English system of poor rates has never been ge- 
nemlly introduced into Scotland. The mode adopted 
for the relief of the poor in that countiy, is a peculiar 
one. la every parish is a fund rais^ by the voluntary 
contributions of the parishioners, at the kirk door, and 
devoted to charitable uses. The fund is administered 
by th« '' kirk session," a body composed of the minister 
ftnd elders of the parish. When a year of extraordinary 
pressure occurs, and the fund proves insufficient for its 
purposes, the heritors or landholders of the parish hold 
tL meeting, at which thev fix for themselves a rate of con- 
tribution, to make up the deficiency. (2) It is unneces- 
•aiy at this time to discuss the advantages of this ar- 
rangement, (which " leaves the object of their charity 
ftndthe measure, to the humanity and discretion" (a) of 
the givers,) over the English mode . The actual effects 
of the two systems, are alone to be inquired about, at 
presenti %nd the following statements exhibit their dif- 
ferent practical results, in a striking point of view. 
The expense of supporting the poor in eertain Scotch 
parishes where there are no poor-rates, contrasted 
with certain English parishes, where there are poor- 
nitep,— (From the Edinburg Review for Feb^ 1818.) 

SCOTCH. 

FariaL County, Population, Total yearly fund, 

£ 8, d. 

Frazeiburgh, Aberdeen, 2,3T1 100 00 00 

New Peer do. 3,100 86 10 00 

Ixmmay do. 1,627 25 00 00 

IHmoon Argyle 2,130 46 00 00 

Ima do. 1,157 6 00 00 

Redgetton Perth 2,216 99 00 00 

Bat^^ Linlithgow, 2,919 124 00 00 

Qeay Sutherland, 2,317 13 00 00 

Farr, do. 2.408 18 17 00 

Awit do. 2,479 5 00 00 
ENGUSH. 

Pop. Poor Bates, 

B^w.«p<m^L«««er.^j^,^ 1.868 17 00 

Belgmve do. 645 803 7 4i 

Countesthrppo ^do^ 623 901 07 00 

lileby do. 1,200 1,764 00 00 

Hathin do, 1,160 1,015 00 00 

BUby do, 794 1,391 05 06 

Your Committee have observed that the English legal 
assessments, have not been generally introduced into 
Scodand; they have however been adopted in certain 
parts of that country, and the following examples of the 
expenditures in certain Scottish parishes where they 
prevail, may be advantageously compared with the ex- 
penditures stated above, of Scottish parishes, which are 
yet free firom such assessments. 

(3) ParUh, County, Population, Total funds. 
St. Boswell's Roxbuigh. 508 63 04 00 

Galashiels Selkirk 986 225 10 00 

Innerleithen do. 672 95 00 00 

Selkirk do. 2,466 224 16 00 

But this matter will appear in a still more distinct 
light, from the ensuing table, which exhibits ^e in- 

(1) Rep. Com. H. of C. 1817p. 10. 

(2) Sk. of Man. B. 2 Ed. Rev. No. SS, 
(a) Lord Kaimes. 

(3) Ed. Bev. Feb. 1818, 



crease of expense in certain Scottish parishes, whmthe 
legal assessments have been introduced. 
(1) Par. County, Expense Jtterg, ami, expense 
in 1790, /^ 1812 to 1815. 
waton, Roxburgh, L92 18 00 288 17 11 
Hawick, 311 01 08 836 19 00 

Robertson, 61 05 00 142 10 06 

East KUbride, 34 06 08 213 02 OS (in 1810) 

Coldstream, 208 00 00 628 00 00 (m 1815) 

Linton, 20 00 00 90 00 00 (in 1815) 

Jedbuigh, 141 08 05 350 06 04(AT.froa 

1811 to 1815.) 

(2) Into the Barony pati^, one of the tuborilM of 
Gbsgow, with a population of 43,000, the English »- 
sessments were intrcMduced in 1810 — the expenses then 
amounted to • • • - £600 per anmuii* 

Inl817,theyhadsweUedto * 3,000 do. 

Exhibiting an increase of nearly tix-fbld, in 7 yearsi 
while in the Gorbals, another suburb of the same ctiy» 
with a population of 20,000, where the English assess- 
ments have not been introduced, the regular annual ex- 
penditure is 350/{ and the whole sum expended on the 
poor in a year of extraordinary pressure, was 875/. 

(3) In a parish in Dumfriesnire, where the funds for 
the maintenance of the poor, amounted to between two 
and three thousand pounds per annum, of a population 
supposed to be nearly 800, the ^p'eater part, in the year 
1817, were in a state of pauperism, dependent on cha* 
rity for their support. While, in an adjoining parish, 
with a population of 2,500 souls, there were but two , 
paupers. The number of parochial poor in Scotland, in 
1817, was about one in sixty; — ^the whole number of poor 
in that country, was then calculated at fh>m thirty to 
thirty-six thousand, and the total expenditure fbr their 
support, supposed not to exceed 180,000il It is stated, 
however, (4) that the total poor rate collected in Scot- 
land, in 1817, a year of scarcity and distress, was 119,- 
000// of which 49,000iL proceeded from assetsmentSi 
aQd the rest were voluntaiy contributions. 

It is to be observed, that in no country in Europe, baa 
the example of England, on this subject, been followed. 
'<0n the continent of Europe, the public inatitutiona 
afford protection only ag^unst infirmity and extreme pe- 
nury; even Holland, so noted for its hospitab and cwi« 
ties, has not a poor-rate on the comprehensive pb^ of 
England." (5) 

In France, before the revolution, the fimds appropria- 
ted for the poo(^ yielded the same sum annually; ''Uiat 
sum was always pre-occupied; and France, with respect 
to an but those on the mt, approached the state of i^ 
nation that had no fund provided by law for the poor.^ 
(6) Besides this, there were no doubt certain sums giv- 
en in charity, by the religious establishments of ttial 
eountrv; and in 1791, when the revolution had swept 
away those institutions, *<there took place in the Assem' 
bke Legislative^ a long discussion on the fittest mode of 
providing for the poor; the result was a decided deter- 
mination to avoid the English plan, but to provide at the 
public change, a fund of about 3,OO0^OOOiL a jwff, fbr 
the relief of the aged and infirm throughout the whole 
of France." (7) In addition to the permanent aid afford- 
ed by the government, collections are made %y sub- 
scription, in the depth of winter, or on the occuirence 
of extraordinaiy distress; and finally, in a season of gen- 
eral hardship, occasional issues are made from the pi3>lio 
treasury." (8) / 

(1) Ed. Rev. Feb. 1818. 

(2) Id. Ibid. 

(3) Ed. Rev. Feb. 1818. 

(4) H. of Comm. Deb. May 28, 1816. 

(5) Doc. ace. rep. of Sec. of St, N. V. p. 125^{iOWt 
187. 

(6) Lowe, 180. 

(7) Sk.of Man. B. 2,8k. :!^. 

(8) Lowe, 189. 
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Tlie &cts vitlire|[ird to Scotland, hare been already 
lilted. In Ireland, it is well known, that there is no 
public provinon for the poor whatever. Yet it is said 
that the poor in that country, are better taken care of, 
Jttd the lower orders generally more happy, and more in- 
dependent than in England. (1) "The indigent them- 
seWet Tiew it as a duty, not to refiise their mite. I'his 
tf Olds a proof that when there b no other provision 
than that of charity, all are disposed to exercise it" (2) 

Table showing the number of paupers, in every bun- 
dled touls of the whole population pf Scotland, where 
the English system of poor rates does not generally ob- 
tain, and of England; together with the amount of the 
public expense, for the relief of the poor in each coun- 
ti|r« 

Par eentage of ExpendUurt in 

paupen, 1817. 

Scotland, (3) 3 (4) 119,000/. 

England, (3) 25 (4) 6,918,247 

With rega^ to the effects of the system in our sister 
States, your committee will proceed to state the fiicts in 
tfieir possesion. 

The following table exhibits the public pauper ex- 
pense of the State of New York, for the years speci- 

Year, Exptmt. (5) 

1815 $245,000 

1819 368,645 

1822 470,000 

(6) If to this latter sum be added the interest at 6 per 
cent of monies expended on poor houses and farms, 
the result will be a total expense, in th^ year 1822, of 
^S35,000. From this it appears, that the expense was, 
^ least, nearly doubled, in the space of seven years. 

The number of paupers, in the same State, during 
tfce year 1823, is thus stated: 

Permanent paupers, ... 6,896 

Occasional paupers,' ... 15,215 

Total number of paupers, 22, 1 11 

Extract from a report made by a committee to the 
House of Assembly of New York, in 1820. 

'n*he committee find that the increase of pauperism, 
in this State, and the consequence expense to the com- 
munity, is triily alarming." They go on afterwards to 
s»tate, ''that this enormous increase of expense is by no 
means in proportion to the increase of population; nor 
«ao k be atmnuted to the increase of the expense of 
livings but that in their opinion idleness and dissipation 
are one great cause of the eviL" 

The ensuing statement shows the whole public ex- 
ptnae of the poor in the State of New Hampshire, in the 
years spedfied; the population of the State in those 
yean, and estimated number of paupers in every 100 
MMils of the wholt population. (7) 
Yean. ExpndVe. Population. Per eentage of paupers. 
1^00* #17,000 183,858 3-10 of 1 per cent 

1820 80,000 244,161 1 per cent 

Showing that the actual expense was very nearly 
qointHpled, in twenty years, and that the proportion 
iHuch the number of paupers bore to the whole popu- 
lation, had, in the same time, increased in the ratio of 
more than 3 to 1. 

In the State of Massachusetts, a shnilar increase has 
taken place, ^ough not in so great a degree. (8) Un- 
der their poor laws, the State supports the expense of 
auch paupers as have no legal settlement 

The fbbowing table shows the amount of expenditure 

(1) Deb. H. of C. Feb. 24, 1817— Doc. N. Y. 128. 

(3) Mr. Curwen, Deb. H. of C. May 28, 1816. 

(3) DocN.Y.125. 

€4) Vid. supra. 

<5) Doc.N. T.p.108. 

(6) Doc. N. Y. 80. 

(7) Doc. N. Y. 92. 
iS) Id. 94. 



on this account, by the state government, in the several 
years specified. 

(1) Expenditure for re&ef 
Yean, of paui)er9 not having 

any legal settkment. 
1801 ^ClOO 08 

1811 52,129 93 

1812 51,260 00 

1813 55,002 37 

1814 60,357 75 

1815 57,415 37 

1816 62,971 92 

1817 65,796 16 

1818 66,556 93 

1819 72,156 89 

1820 72,662 54 

of Mass, No, of Pauptr$, Expenditutre, 
in 1820. CciUTnaUdj feiHmaUdJ 

523,287 7,000 1^350,000 

The whole annual expense of paupers, in 1820, wia 
estimated at 350,000 dollars, and the whole number of 
paupers at somewhat exceeding 7,000. It was the de- 
cided opinion of a committee, who reported to the ge- 
neral court in 1821, (having been appointed at the pre- 
vious sesmon, to consider the pauper laws of the com- 
monwealth,) *<thatthe pernicious consequences of the 
^rstem were palpable; that they were increasing, and 
that they imperiously called fior the interference of the 
legislature, in some manner equally prompt and effica- 
cious." (2) 

If we turn to our own State,^ pro(^ of a siJnilar 
augmentation of the burthen will be found as cogent 
and alarming. The picture drawn of Pennsylvania by 
an able writer of the last century, compared with oar 

})resent situation, affords a strong illustration of the ef- 
ects of the system which we have adopted. It is in 
these words: <*There is not a mngle beggar to be seen 
in Pennsylvania. Luxury and idleness have got no foot- 
ing in that happjr country; and those who suffer by mis- 
fortune have their maintenance out of the public treaw- 
ry." (3) But he goes on: "Luxuiy i^d icUeness cannot 
forever be excluded; and when uiey take place, this 
regulation wiU be as ]>emiciou8 in Pennsylvania as the 
poor rates are in Britain." (4) Your committee believe, 
from a consideration of even the comparatively few hctg 
which they have collected, that there is too much rea- 
son to suppose that the prophecy has been completely 
verified. 

The ensuing table shows the number of paupers refiev- 
ed in the county of Chester, in the respective years 
mentioned. 



F«zr. 
1818. 
1819. 
1820. 
1821. 
1822. 



No. of paupers. 

, 186 

219 

319 

292 

.306 



(5) 



' 1823, about 300 

A similar increase will be found in the number of pau- 
pers maintained in the Alms House, in the covmty of 
Bucks, during a series of years. 

Years. No. of Paupert, 

Bucks County. (6) 

1817 130 

1818 •••• 163 

1819 183 

1820 210 

1821 206 

(1) Rep. Comm. M^tfs. 1821. App. C. 

(2) Rep. Comm. Mass. 1821. p. 3. 

(3) Sk. of Man. pub. m 1774. B. 2, sk. X, 

(4) Id. ibid. 

(5) Journals H. R 1823-6. p. 

(6) Id. p. DocN.Y.p. 111. 
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The coan^ of Ltncuter exhibits the a$mc spectacle 

of a gradual increase. 

TABLE, 

Showings the number of poor maintained in the house of 
employment and hospital, for the county of Lancas- 
ter, and the whole expenses of the poor m the coun- 
ty, during the respective years specified, (ending on 
the 1st of May, in each year.) 



Yean, 

1816 

18ir 

1821 

1824 



No, of poor* 

117 

129 

212* 

208 1^ 



Expentei, (1) 

$16,497 53 

16,982 79 

15,351 50 

13,568 39t 



It is stated by the directors of the poor, that in the 5 
years, from 1816, to 1821, the increase of pauperism in 
that coun^ had been in the ratio of 2^ to 1. (2) 

Your committee come now to the facts, relating to the 
populous district of Philadelphia. 
A Table of the paupers relieved and supported, in and 
out of the Ahns House, during the years specified, in 
the city of Ph3adelphia and %e annexed townships 
and di^ricts; and of the amount of the poor tax, dur- 
ing the uxat years. 

Tears. Paupers, Poor Tar. (3) 

1789 820 $22933 

1790 833 21333 

1791 680 21333 
1797 834 40000 

. 1800 1390 50000 

1801 1220 75000 

1802 1050 60000 

(4) Table of the number of paupers relieved and sup- 
petted during the years specified, in Philadelphia and 
Ihe annexed districts, in and out of the alms house. 
Yean^ Paupers. Years. Paupers. 

1789 820 1808 2156 

1790 833 1809 2640 

1791 680 1810 2500 
1797 834 1811 2500 

1800 1390 1812 1674 

1801 1230 1813 1500 

1802 1050 1814 1470 

1803 1088 1815 1458 

1804 1210 1816 ' 1556 

1805 1306 1817 1550 

1806 1526 1818 1868 

1807 1854 1822 (5)3090 
SMtmml of ihe amount of poor rates^kwUdintht 

aigoining districts since ihe year 1803. 



Years, 


City. 


4g. (Ustrids. 


Total. 


1803 


#53494 02 


$21768 61 


$75262 63 


1804 


49364 53 


20774 14 


70138 67 


1805 


63644 90 


28111 98 


91756 88 


1806 


69168 13 


30531 72 


9969^ 85 


1807 


62181 40 


27693 09 


89874 49 


1808 


64496 SS 


26910 36 


91406 91 


1809 


60563 84 


25311 91 


85875 75 


1810 


64916 41 


27317 54 


92233 95 


1811 


75445 56 


27942 28 


103387 64 


1813 


75024^ 


27648 62 


102672 91 


1813 


65755 37 


23875 94 


89631 51 


1814 


76336 88 


30112 79 


106449 67 


1815 


78795 50 


31151 51 


109947 01 


1816 


78747 m • 


31353 98 


110101 07 


18J7 


106807 16 


43394 38 


150201 54 


1818 


95877 07 


38904 19 


134781 26 


1819 


96401 26 


39087 54 


134488 80 


1820 


99457 90 


41335 99 


140793 89 


1821 


90499 64 


38237 69 


128737 43 


1822 


74204 13 


31736 51 


105940 64 


1823 


78933 33 


35534 77 


114468 10 


1824 


92464 75 


41626 44 


1 134091 19 



The first eight jears in the series, give 

an average of .... $87031 14 
The hwt eight years, of - - . 130437 84 



And the whole simi levied in this way, in the twenty^ 
one years, from 1803 to 1624, amounts to 2^361,941 
doUsLTBy 49 cents* 



Table showing the poor tax in 
county taxes assessed on the 
tax,) m the years specified. 



the aVy, and all the 
city, (except tb^ dog" 



(6> 



Years. 


Poor tax. 


M other taxe9. 


1810 


$64916 41 


$41464 86 


1811 


75445 36 


47007 50 


1812 


75024 29 


46735 68 


1813 


65755 37 


46900 05 


1814 


76336 88 


49333 84 


1815 


78795 50 


60708 11 


1816 


78747 09 


60236 74 


1817 


106807 16 


110451 82 


1818 


95877 07 


79761 95 


1819 
1820 


95401 25 


79480 68 


99457 90 


94239 32 


Totab 


...$912564 29 


$716320 55 



Your committee observe, moreover, that the poor taae 
does not always show the actual public expense of the 
poor during each year. A larg^ revenue is derived from 
other sources, as will appear from the following state- 
ment of the account for the year ending May 26, 1824. 

Expenses of the alms house, $53262 06 

Do. of out door poor, &c. 88976 24 

Accommodation notes padd, 54000 00 

Interest on borrowed money, 1156 18 

55156.10 

197394 48 
The tax kid for that year amounted to 114^468 dollars 
10 cents, and the whole amount received from taxes of 
that and former years, during that year, was 108,410 dol- 
lars 51 cents. 

The other sources of receipt may be stated as follows, 
viz. 

Amount received from late treasurer, $1064 02 

Do. returned by sundry guardians 5245 50 

Fines, 4 1227 68 

From bastardy cases, bonded, , 4034 ST 

Do. support of marned women, 1084 62 

Ground rents, ' 915 24 

Commutations in bastardy cases, 883 07 

Sundry inddental receipts, 135 25 

Board af medical students, in steward's fiunily, 1231 33 
Tickets and certificates sold to medical stu- 
dents, 1900 00 
Pay patients, coffins, &c 3310 88 
Manufactured goods sdd, 910 29 
Money borrowed, 68000 00 



Add amount received from taxes as 
above, 

Wh<^ amount of receipts. 



89,942 45 

108410 51 

$198,352 96 



The ensuinfi^ table exhibits the number of paupen 
maintained in the alms house, the amount tipoor tax 
assessed, and the average price of wheat mnxr per 
barrel, during the years specified. 

Years 



23d May. 
1812 
1813 
1814 
1815 
1816 
1817 
1818 
1819 
1820 
1821 



No. of pan- 






persmabns 


Poor tax. 


ofwheatiem 


house.^ 




perhaml 


83/ 


$103387 64 


$8 490 


760 


102672 91 


933 1 


736 


89631 31 


7535 


735 


106449 67 


753 8 


778 


109947 01 


8632 


868 


110101 07 


1129 4 


934 


150201 54 


9806 


952 


134781 26 


8485 


' 1095 


134488 80 


5520 


1109 


140793 89 


4 10 3 - 
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Year, 

1790 
1809 
1810 
1890 



Paupen in 
alma house. 



Table ihowing the ^population of the whole city and 
county, (7) the number of paupen in the alms house, 
in the city of Philadelphia, and the amount of the 
poor tax in the citf and annexed (^stricts, in the years 
tpecifted. 

Populaiion of 
city and county , 
416 54391 

699 81009 

1294 111^0 

1095 136^r 

la the opinion ofywsr committee, it is unnecessary to 
comment upon these facts, or to enter upon a more ela- 
borate Retail of theft). After a mature consideradon of 
the whole subject, your committee are irresistibly led to 
the conclusion, that in every country in which our sys- 
tem of poor laws has prevailed, the number of paupers, 
and the amount of assessments for their relief, hare pro- 
ffressively increased, and in a ratio not to be accounted 
lor by the increase of population, or a rise of provisions, 
and other necessaries of life. 



Poor tax 

asaesaed. 

mS33 

50000 

92233 

140793 



* Exclusive of 68 paupers, not legally settled in the 
county, who were admitted and entertained sundry pe- 
riods of time. 

+ Not including sundries raised on the fium and ma- 
luinctured in the house, wliich, in 1821, amounted to 
2,483 dollars 63 cents, and, taken at that sum, would 
make the whole expensea amount to 16,051 dollars 2 
cents. 

(1) Taken from the annual reports of the directors. 

(2) Answer of du^ctors of poor of Lancaster county, to 
commissioners on pauperism. Jul>, 9, 1821. 

(3) Doc. N. Y. p. 111. 

C4)DocN.Y. p. 111. 

(5) Including* 161 illeeitimate children. Journal H. 
K. 1823-24, p. 40. 

(6) Answer of county commissioners, to commission- 
ers on pauperism, 1821-2. 

(8) The cure of the •* guardians and managers," in- 
cludes only the city, the [old] township of the Northern 
Liberties, and the district of Southwark. The other 
parts of the county are under the direction of distinct 
officers. 

[to bk coirriinjED.] 

SINGULAR TRIAL. 

At the Court before which William Bradford and oth- 
ers were arraigned, the following conversation took place 
between the Judges and the prisoners. 

"Justice Cook. What bold, impudent and confident 
men are these to stand thus confidently before the court? 

Macomb. You may cause our hats to be taken off if 
you please. 

Bradford. We are here only to desTre that which is 
the rignt of every free bom English subject,, which is 
speedy justice, and it is strange that, that should be ac- 
counted impudence, and we impudent fellows therefore, 
when we have spoke nothing but words of truth and 
soberness, in requesting that wliich is our right, and 
which we want; it being greatly to our prejudice to be 
detained prisoners. 

Justice Cook. If thou hadst been in England, thou 
would have had thy back lashed before now. 

Bradford. I do not know wherein I have broke any 
law so as to incur any such punishment. 

Justice Jenninga. Thou art very ignorant in the law. 
Does not thee know that there's a law that every prin- 
ter shall put his nanie to the books he prints, or his press 
is forfeited? 

Bradford. I know that there was such a law, and I 
know when it expired. 



Justice Cook. But it is revived again, and is in Ibrce^ 
and without any regard to the matter of the book pro- 
vides that the printer should put his name to the book* 
he prints, which thou hast not done." 

The prisoners continued to press for a trial. ^ 

"Justice Cook. A trial^ thou shslt have, and that to 
your cost, it may be. 

Justice Jenninga. A trial thou shalt have, but for some 
reason known to us, the court defers it to the next ses- 
sions, and that is the answer we give, and no other you 
shaUhave." 

The trial was, accordingly, put over to the next term. 
The only offence which appeared against Macomb, wa0 
his joining with Keith and his party, and disposing of 
two copies of Keith's printed address to his Quaker 
brethren; for this he was not only imprispned, but also 
deprived, by lieutenant governor Uoyd, of a license to 
keep an orcunary, or, kduse of public entertainment, fbr 
which he had, a few months before his confinement, paid 
the lieutenant g^emor twelve pieces of eight, or three 
pounds, twelve shillings of the then currency. 

At the next sessions of the court on the 6th of the 
following December, Bradford was placed at the 'bar« 
•The presentment was read;'* the substance of which 
was, that the 9th, 10th, 11th and 12th articles of the 
pamphlet called "An Appeal,' had a tendency to weak' 
en die hands of the magistrates, and William Bradford 
was presented as the printer of that seditious paper. 
1 he following proceedings of the court are extracted 
from the pamphlet above mentioned. 

''Clerk. What say you William Bradford, are yoQ 
guilty as you stand presented, or not g^ty } 

Bradford. In the first place, I desire to know whe- 
ther I am clear of the mittimus, which differs from the 
presentment.' 

The clerk and the attorney for the g-ovemment read 
and perused the mittimus snd presentment, and finding 
them to differ, said, that when Wilfiam Bradford was- 
cleared according to law, he was cleared of the mitti- 
mus. Bradford msisted on knowing, whether, on the 
issue of the presentment, he was clear of the mittimus. 
Af^er a long debate on the subject, Bradford was told 
that he was clear of the mittimus, on the issue of the 
presentment. 

Bradford What law is the presentment founded on > 

Attorney for the government. It is gfrounded both oiv 
statute and common law. 

Bradford Pray let me see that statute and common 
law, else how shall I make my plea.' Justice Cook 
told us last court, that one reason why ye deferred our 
trial then, was, that we might have time to prepare our- 
selves to answer it; but ye never let me have a copy of 
my presentment, nor will ye now let me know what 
law ye prosecute me upon . 

Attorney. It's not usual to insert in indictments against 
what statute the offence is, when it's agfainst several sta- 
tutes and laws made. 

Justice White. If tliou wilt not plead griiltj-, or not 
guilty, thou wilt lose thy opportunity of being tried by 
Uiy country. 

The court then ordered the clerk to write down that 
William Bradford refused to plead, which he did; but 
as he was writing it down, Bradford desired they wtmld 
not take advantage against him, for he refhsed not to 
plead, but^)nly requested that which was greatly neces. 
saT7,in order to his making his own defence. Several in 
the court requesting on tne prisoner's behalf, that the 
court would not take advantage sgainst hhn, they ad- 
mitted him to plead, and he pleaded, not guilty. 

The jury were then called over, and attested; but 
before they were attested, Bradford was asked, if he 
had any exceptions to make against any of them that 
were returned for the jury. 

Bradford Yes, I have, and particularly ag;ainst two 
of them, Joseph Kirle and James Fox, for at the time 
when I was committed to prison, Arthur Cook [one of 
the judges] tc^d me, tliat Joseph Kirle had said, that if 
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the proceedings of the magistrates were thus foiind 
fiiult with, that they must not defend thcmselires against 
thieves and robbers, merchants would be discouraged 
of coming here with their vessels, &c. and I except 
asniinst James Fox, because the first day after Babbit 
a%L his company were taken, I being at Sam Carpen- 
ter's, there was governor Lloyd, James Fox, and severrJ 
others, and in discourse concerning the taking of the 
•aid privateers, James Fox greatly blamed William 
Walker, because he found &ult with some justices that 
were Quakers, for commanding men, and as it were 
presung them to go against the said privateers; and al- 
so James Fox joined with Thomas Lloyd in saying, he 
would mark them as enemies to the government and 
well being of the province, who were neutral in the case 
of going against Babbit and his crew; by which instan- 
ces I think it appears that these two persons have pre- 
judged the cause that is now to come before them. 

Joseph Kirle acknowledg^ed that he had spoken such 
words, and desired to be discharged^ but the court 
would not allow of the exceptions. 

Clark* These are no exceptions in law. 

jStiomey, Hast thou at any time heard them say that 
thou printed that paper? for that is only what they arc 
to find. 

Bradford, That is not only what they arc to find, 
they are to find also, whether this be a seditious paper 
or not, and whether it does tend to the weakening of 
the hands of the magistrates. 

Attorney, No, that is matter of law, which the jury 
18 not to meddle with, but find whether William Brad- 
ford printed it or not, and the bench is to judge whether 
it be a seditious paper or not, for the law has determin- 
ed what is a breach of the peace, and the penalty, which 
the bench only b to give judgment on . 

Justice Jmmn^8, You are only to try, whether Wil- 
liam Bradford pnnted it or not. 

Bradford. This is wrong, for the jury are judges in 
law as well as the matter of fact. 

The attorney again denied it; whereupon some of the 
iuiy desired to know what they were to try, for they did 
believe in their consciences, they were obliged to try 
and find whether that paper was seditious, as well as 
whether Bradford printed it; and some of them desired 
to be dischai^ed. 

A great noise and confusion among the people. 

Some on the bench showinc^ their willingness to allow 
of Bradford*8 exceptions to the two jurors, justice Cook 
said, 1 will not allow of it; is there four of us of a mind?' 
Then the attorney read the 9th, 10th, 11th and 12th ar- 
ticles of the said printed appeal, &c. and commented 
thereupon, and then said, William Bradford is presented 
for printing and publishing this seditious paper, whereof 
you of the jury are to find him g^lty, if it appears to 
you that he has printed it. 

Bradford, I deare you of the jury, and all men pre- 
sent, to take notice, that what is contained in this paper 
is not seditious, but wholly relating to a religious differ- 
ence, and asserting the Quakers ancient principles, and 
it is not lud down positive that they ought not to have 
proceeded against the privateers, but laid down by the 
way of query for the people called Quakers to consider 
uid resolve at their yearly meeting, whether it was not 
a transgpression of the Quakers principles to hire and 
commissionate men to fight? 

Justice Cook. If it was intended for the yearly meet- 
ing at Burlington, why was it published before the meet- 
ing? 

Bradford. Because it might be perused and consi- 
dered of by friends before the meeting, even as the bills 
that are proposed to be passed into laws, they are pro- 
mulgatea a certain number of days before the assembly 
meets, that each may have opportunity to consider them. 

Then the attorney read the act* against printing any 
books without the printer's name to them; and he said, 

* An act of the Britkh Parliament 14Car. 2 cap. 33. 



that was one act which they prosecuted WiUiam Btad-' 
ford upon. 

George Keith answered the attorney, •It may be ob- 
served the singular and extraordinary severity of those 
Justices, called Quakers, who will pick out a statute made 
in Old England, and prosecute a man upon it here, 
which miglit ruin him and his family, though it's not 
certain whether tliat act be in force; most of WilliaiD 
Penn's and the Quakers books were printed without 
the name of the printer, when that act was in force, and 
yet we never heard that any printer in England was pro- 
secuted for that; these here because they cannot fix Uie 
matter to be any breach of the peace they'll prosecute 
the printer for not putting his name to what they sup- 
pose he printed." 

Mte. That all the time those persons were on trk]^ 
the grand jury sat by them, overawing and threatening 
them, when thej spoke boldly in their own defence, 
and one of the juiy wrote down such words as they dis- 
liked, signifying that they would present them* Jus- 
tice Cook bid them take notice of such and such word^ 
thereby overawing the prisoners, that they had not liber- 
ty to plead freely. When Thomas Hanis, at the request 
of the prisoners, began to say something to the matter, 
they stopt him, and bid an officer take oim away, and 
Arthur justice] Cook said, that he should pl^nl ndi 
more there. 

After a long pleading, D. Lloyd, their attorney, began 
to summons up the matter to the jury, and concluded by 
saying. It was evident William Bradford printed the se- 
ditious paper, he being the printer in this place, and the 
frame* on which it was printed was found in his bousev 

Bradford 1 desire tne jury and all present to take 
notice, that there ought to be two evidences to ptore 
the tnatter of fact, but not one evidence has been 
brought in this case. 

Justice Jenninga. The frame on which it was prriiat' 
ed is evidence enough. 

Bradford But where b the frame? There has no 
frame been produced here; and if there had, it is ne 
evidence, unless you saw me print on it 

Justice Jennings, The jury shall have the frame with 
them; it cannot well be brought here; and besides the 
season is cold, and we are not to sit here to endanger 
our health, if ou are minded to put tricks upon as. 

Bradford, You of the jury, and all here present, 
I desire you to take notice, that there has not one evi« 
dcnce been brought to prove that I printed the ihee^ 
called An appeal; and, whereas they say the fi«me i» 
evidence which the jury shall have; 1 say, the jury 
ought not to hear, or have any evidence whatsoever, but 
in the presence of the judges and prisoners. 

Yet this was nothing minded, but Sam [Justice] Jen- 
nings summoned up to the jury, what they were to do, 
viz. to find, first, whether or not, that paper called the 
Appeal had not a tendency to the weakenmg the hands 
of the magistrates, and the encouragement of wicked- 
ness ? Secondly, whether it did not tend to the di8tuii>- 
ance of the peace? And, thirdly, whether William 
Bradford did not print it, without putting his name to it 
as the law requires ? The jury had a room provided for 
them, and the slierifT caused the frame to be carried in 
to them for an evidence that William Bradford printed 
the Appeal, The jury continued about forty-eig^t hours- 
together, and could not agree 5 they then came into- 
court to ask. Whether the law did require two evi- 
dences to find a man guilty^ To answer this question* 
the attorney read a passage out of a law book, that they 
were to find by evidences, or on their own knowledge^ 
or otherwise; now, says the attorney, Hm otherwise Utht' 
frame which you have, which is evidence sufficient 

Bradford Thefi-ame which they have is no evidencfr 
for I have not seen it; and, how do I, or the jury, know 
that, that which was carried into them is mine? 

* Called by printers form, containing the pages- m 
types. 
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Bradford was interrupted! the jury were sent forth 
again, and an officer commanded to keep them without 
meat, drink, fire, or tobacco. In the afternoon the jury 
came into court again, and told, they were not like to 
•greei whereupon the court discharged them. 

Bradford then said to the court, that seeing he had 
been detained so long a prisoner, and his utensiJs with 
which he should work had been so long kept from him, 
he hoped now to have his utensils returned, and to be 
discbai^gvd frbmjiis imprisonment. 

Justice Jennings, No! Thou shalt not have thy 
things. again, nor be discharged; but 1 now let thee 
Itnow, thou stands in the same capacity to answer next 
court as before. 

Next court being come, Bradford attended, and de- 
wed to know, if the court would let him have his uten- 
■Is, and he be discharged? 

Justice CooA:. Thou shalt not have thy goods until re- 
leased bv law. 

Bradford, The law will not release them unless exe- 
cuted. 

Justice Cook. If thou wilt request atrial, thou may 
have it. 

Whereupon Bradford queried, whether it be accord- 
ing to law to seize men's goods, and imprison their per- 
sons, and to detain them under the terror of a gaol, one 
six months after another, and not bring them to trial unless 
requested by the imprisoned ? Whether, when a jury is 
sworn, well and truly to try, and true deliverance make 
between the proprietor and prisoner, it is not illegal, to 
absolve them from their oaths^ dismiss them, and put the 
cause to trial to another jury ?" 

STATEMENT OP THB PUBLIC ACCOUNTS, 

Of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania^ from the Xst of 
October 1789, to SOth September 1790. Taken from 
the books in the Jlegisier GeneraPs Office. 
Agreeably to the duties of this department! have the 
honour to lay before the honourable committee of ways 
and means, a state of the annual accounts of this com- 
monwealth, from the 1st of October 1789, to the 30th of 
September 1790. It is with regret I inform the com- 
mittee, that it does not comprehend an accurate state of 
many important objectis; nor will it be in my power to 

S*Ye a complete state of the finances until the books of 
it Comptroller General's office are made up and set- 
tled to 28th March 1789, and the balances regularly fur- 
nished this othce, as directed m the acts of 28th March 
and 30th of September 1789, and 1st of April 1790. 

I beg leave to offer some general observations which 
tend to explain some part of this statement now before 
ywi. 

1st. The balance due on the Loan ofHce of £50,000 
ptt article 3d, being specially appropriated for the re- 
^kmption of the bills of credit of March 1785, will leave 
<mly ^26^54 17 4 of the /.53.7q9 1 9, per article the 
6th, in circulation, to be provided for, ttrhich have 
charged in the estimate for the present year, per article 
43d. 

2d. The account claims and improvements, per article 
the 15th. There have already been drawn on this fund, 
-warrants to the amount of il 3,655 7 11 more than the 
sum appropriated by law, which will remain unpdd un 
til the 15000 annually set apart for this purpose, can be 
ti&en from the general revenues, when onfy 1 1,344 12 
1, will remain unappropriated. 

3d. Of the money for the improvement of roads and 
inland navigation, per article the 16th. Of this there 
t^mains a balance of il 8, 642 13 8, which has been used 
for the general purposes of the slate, and will take some 
time to replace. 

4th. The loan-office of /. 150,000 being appropriated 
for the redemption of the bills of June 1780, Called dol- 
lar money, per articles 19th and 26th. Th« balance is 
ftilly equal to that purpose. 

5th. The general rievenues in state money, arrears of 
Vol. a 10 



state money taxes, and arrears of purchase money in landp , 
office, per articles 21st, 22d, and 38tb, are appropriated 
and fully sufficient to redeem the state bills of April 
1781, and certificates issued for horses, &c. in 1780< per 
articles 11th and 36th. 

6th« The marriage and tavern licenses afe allotted fbr 
the payment of the judges salaries, per article 23d. 

7th. The excise for the payment of interest on the 
depreciation certificatei?, per articles 24th and 27th. 

8th. The continental, resolve, and commoTiwealth 
money are fuUy stated in articles 29th and 30th. 

9th. The accounts of depreciation and f\mded debt 
certificates are made out from the best documents I - 
could procure, per articles 27th and 28th. The balance 
due on these certificates is 7.417,227 9 0, including the es- 
timated amount of those unfunded, which are, consolidat- 
ed a^eeably to the act of the United States. The an-, 
nual mterest on these certificates amount, at six per ccntv 
to ^25,033 12 11. 

This state's proportion of state debts assumed by the 
United States, per article o7th, on the system funded, 
will yield an anntial interest of /.30,350, which is / 5,316 
7 1 per annum more than the sum now paid by the 
statej which will opji-ate in the year 1792, and wdl be- 
fully equal to the present claims on the state for certifi- 
cates issued, and what yet may issue on accounts settled 
or unsettled; besides the product of tiie land-office, per 
article 38th, which operates as a sinking fund on thoscf 
debts. 

10th. The new loan debt is taken from, the Co^ptrol^ 
ler-General's former statement, per article 34th. By arf 
act of April 1790, these certificates received in exchange 
for contmental certificates were to be delivered months 
ly to this office, and cancelled, of which none have yet 
been received. 

11th. Article Sod exhibits an account of the Continent 
tal and new loan certificates received in the land-office^ 
per article 17th, and paid by the Receiver-General to the 
Comptroller-General, and his supposed amount on loant 
the balance is what the Comptroller-General hath to ac- 
count for, besides what he may have received for othei' 
property and debts of this state, of which I could obtaiif 
no account. He has paid to the state treasurer $302,643 
99 cents, and there is yet to be paid /^34,138 10 8, Ort 
which, as well as that already paid the Treasurer, inte^ 
rest will be calculated to the 31st December 1787. 

12th- The account of indents, per article 31st, stAte* 
the amount of indents that the Comptroller has or will 
receive, on the exchange of certificates, taken from thtf 

I)ayments of interest made at the treasury on the ne¥>' 
oan debt, and the balance to be paid^ as he willf receive^ 
an equal amount in indents as interests ptfid on said ecr** 
tificates. The interest on the continental and new loan 
certificates, per article 32d, is carefully calculated from 
the respective dates of interest to the 31-6t E^cember 
1787; the balance shows the indents he will have to pay^ 
this is confined to those he received from the land-oP 
fice, taken firom the Receiver-General's accounts. 

i3th. The arrears of specie taxes are stated in articfo 
41st, balance outstanding, i201,945 13 4. It was mf 
intention to have stated an account with the res^ee^e 
counties for each year, but not being able to obtain all 
the Coonty Treasurer's accounts^ I have confined myself 
to those from the year 1785 to 1789, per sehedale B/ 
and the accounts with the respective counties. Of these 
taxes i:94,009 8 are due from 1785 to 1789, and 
/. 107,936 12 8 for the years 1781, 1782, and 1783; thv 
latter ratay probably undergo tome further dedoction^ 
regular returns not being made of all the exoneration* 
by law. The counties are bound to make up their que 
tas. The sum brought into the treasury from October 
1789 to September 30th 1790, is /.82,833 9 2, per sche-' 
dule A, some thousand"pounds more than the preceding^ 
thuteen months produced. 1 have in tiie estimate, un-- 
der the 43d article, computed that Z 79, 738 1 6 may be 
expected into the trearuiy in the course of the vear. 

14th. Under the 42d*iid43d articles, 1 have made a« 
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Mtimate of tlie genend rereiraes and ezpenset for the 
year 1791, hy which it appears that fullj and honourably 
to comply with the claimt on the state, a farther sum 
than arrears of taxes and imposts, and interest from the 
United States, will be necessar}-. Havings stated them 
generally under the above two articles, I have again 
(Massed them under four heads, which, with ^cat defer- 
ence to the superior judgment of the committee, I beg 
leave to submit. 

I. 

By several acts of the legislature, the taxes, from 
1785 to 1789, and imposts were appropriate<l for the 
payment of the interest on the new loan debt, and 
burninr 7.20,000 annually of the bills of March 1785; and 
by another act, the loan-office ufiL 50,000 principal was 
specially appropriated for the redeeming of said bills I 
tnerefbre propose holding the^ funds to the above pur- 
poses until the whole of these debts are extinguished, 
Dy which an instant appreciation of the bills of credit of 
1785 may be reasonably expected, and ^e state not sub- 
ject to a disctHint allowed on all her expenditures, ex- 
cept to the officers of government 

To the amount of bills in circulatioi^ 
per article 6th - . - . je53,709 1 9 

To balance of interest on new loan 
debt, Slst, 23,912 15 4 



By xiie neat amount of license^, fe^ of 
land-office, tax on writs, arrears of carriage 
tax, auction duties, and interest from loan 
office, per article 42d - - - 15,009 

By interest on certificates 
from the United States, per 



77,621 17 1 
poses afUr dieae objects are accomplisiied 48,041 8 



Surplus, to be applied to other pur- 
plishe' 



125,663 5 1 



CR. 

By arrears of taxes from 1785 to 1789, 
par schedule B 94,009 8 

By balanca on impost • - • 4,000 

By ditto, due on loan office /.50,000 per 
MtideSd, . . • . . 27.654 4 5 



125.663 5 1 



The grant to the late Proprietaries. This debt being 
krge, tor which warrants to a very great amount have 
been issued that remain unpaid, and may, if not guarded 
against, interfere with any plan of arrangement of the 
inances that can be made. It is therefore proposed to 
fbnd this debt, and secure the interest quarterly out of 
the interest to be received from the United States, or 
ditcharre tRe principal and interest with the «x per 
etnt of the said certificates. 

To amount of principal due, per article 
13tb, including the whole mstalment 184,196 8 2 

To balance of interest to 1st January. 
1791, the period the United States inte- 
rest wtXI conbnence - - . - 26,698 17 10 



CR. 

By this sum taken out of 
6m certificates of the United 
States, bearing mterest at 
six per cent, per article 
33d - . - 184,196 8 2 

By ^tto, to discharge the 
interest - - . 26,698 17 10 



210,895 6 



-210,895 6 



in. Civil List, 
To amount of one year's expenses of 

government, per article 42d - - 25,009 5 
Surplus, which may be applied as the le- 

fblatare may think prc^r . - 7,022 8 9 



32,031 13 9 



5 • 



article 33d 

Deduct one 
year's interest 
on /.1 84, 196 
8 2, proposed 
to be applied 
to the Propri- 
prietary debt, 
as under the 
2d head 11,061 15 

Ditto, on 
7.26^698 17 10 
ditto 1,601 18 



17,905 4 



12,663 14 5 



5241 9 7 

By ditto on indents, per 
articles 3l8t and 32d - 17,467 10 7 

By ditto, old continental 
dollars - - • 54 4 10 



22,763 5 
Deduct one fourth, as only 
three quarterly payments 
win be due 1st Oct 1791 5,690 16 



- 17,072 9 9 
JE32,081 13 9 



rV' Crtneral BevemuM, 

To balance deficient, per article 2d, 16,378 10 !(► 

To claims and improvement, *per act 
26th March, 1789 ... - 5,000 

To inland navigation, &c. - - 5,000 O 

Pensions to widows and children of of5- 
cers of the Pennsylvania line and militia, 
and disabled officers, &c. - - - 4,700 (^ 

One vear's interest on funded debt, per 
article 28th 8,950 16 T 

Balance of Island Money, and 4 years' 
interest 855 18 O 

Ditto interest notes, ditto - - 178 T 

To sundry warrants issued before the 
10th April 1789, that remain unpaid lOfiOO O 

i e51,063 6 O 

CR. 

By this sum, which may be expected 
to be paid into the treasury in the course 
of this year, fit>m the arrears of taxes for 
1781, 1782, and 1783, out of £107,936 12 
8, due thereon, per article 4l8t, • 15,000 

By a tax to be Uid for half the amount 
of the late funding tax, say - - 38,472 18 9 



£53.472 18 9^ 



Ag^reeably to the fbrep^ing statement, it would ap- 
pear that all the appropriations would be fully equal tO' 
the claims on them, except the fourth head, where a taac 
is proposed. It may possibly be considered as vcaiproper 
to lay anew tax while such heavy arrearages arc due on 
the old, or until the quotas of the counties shall be more 
exactly proportioned. In either case, the deficiency may 
be supplied by the st<te borrowing 30 or £40,000 on the 
funds sDe possesses. After another year, if the collection 
of the taxes is press^ and the appropriations strictly 
attended to, a small tax will be sufficient, and the re- 
ceipts at the treasury will be in specie. Several pro- 
dttctive fimda willbe released, which may be applied t^ 
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such improrements u the L^islature, in tbdr wiadoDiy 
think proper. 

I have tne honour to he, with freat respeet, your most 
obedient^ most humble servant, 

JOHN DONALDSON. 
JBegUtor General's Office, December 13, 1790. 

To the Honourable Committee of Ways and Means. 



ABTieuNo. I. Dr. TheExm 
thefirH of October 1789, to the 
ana the Funds specially appn 
thereof. 
To balance deficient per Ust aj 


mses of Government from 
30th of September 1790, 


jpriated for the support 


anual state. 


Qent 


Jil Q«51 O *r 


To civil hat, consisting of salaiv to the 
President and Vice President of the state, ' 


payimdmikge of members of CouncU from 


the 1st of October 1789, to the 30th Sep- 


tember 1790, 




The President 1500 




Vice President 500 




City - - 254 5 




York - • 171 15 




Cheater - 218 15 




Berka - - 178 5 




Cumberland - 217 15 




Montgomery - 201 15 




Bucks - - 274 15 




Dauphin • - 249 
Northampton - 220 10 






Bedford - - 218 17 




Pranklm - . 202 10 




Payette - - 157 4 




Washington - 145 5 




Northuroberiand 135 15 




Westmoreknd 182 5 




Huntingdon 99 




Luzerne • 155 




Allegheiqr - 95 15 




• ' 5478 6 


Dooikeepers wages, and sun- 




dry incidental expenses he paid 




Ibr Council Chamber, 


199 5 11 




mtt*fP9 t* \t 


Pay and milage of members 




of Council, on warrants issued 




before the 10th April 1789, 




J.Cannqa, 


53 10 


J.Baird, - - . 


27 15 


J. Smiley, ... 


60 15 


N.Dennison, ... 


18 


6. Woods, 


49 15 




rtrn tr A 


Be^jadunPranklin, Esq. hite 




Prtsident, one year's sakry 


1500 


Pay and milage of members 




•r assembly 




Ci^ and County 


859 10 6 


Lancaster 


530 3 


York . - 


571 16 


Chester - 


306 6 


Berka . 


321 


Cumberland - 


305 7 


Montgomery * 


358 15 


Bocka . 


371 17 


Dauphin 
Northampton 


295 1 


306 11 


Bedford 


211 9 


Pranklin • 


S22 


Fayette 


261 


Waslungton 


535 12 . 


Northumberkmd 


165 6 


WestmoreUnd 


233 00 


Huntingdon 


117 5 


Luzerne 


114 15 


Alle^lJieny - 


135 


iram 


96 15 



Delaware 



Clerks, Sergeantat 
Arms^and Doorkeep- 
ers do 504 6 

This sum to defray 
sundry incidental ex- 
penses . 100 



171 3 
6489 10 6 



6040 6 



7095 11 
Pay and milage of members 

on warrants issued before 10th 

April 1789, 
Richard Peters 61 

Conrad Ihrie 43 10 

Joseph Hiester, March 1789, 26 1 
Gabriel Hiester, do 28 14 

James Moore, 42 8 

Abraham Smith.29th March 1787 36 
John Hopkins, Esq. 1789 35 10 

273 3 

Hon. John Armstrong, balance due him aa . / 

member of Congress, to 4th March 1789, 387 15 

John Donaldson, Esq. Register- 
General, one year's salary, 500 

His clerk, • - . 332 16 1 



John Nicholson, Esq. Comp. 

Gen. one years salary, 800 

His clerk, ... 200 



-833 16 X 



William Bradford, Esq. Attor* 
nev-general,on warrant issued 
beiForfe the 10th April 1789, 
for 11 months salary, to 1st 
March 1789, 329 9 4 

Ten months salary, to 1st 

January 1790, 208 6 8 

Seven months do to 1st Au* 
gust, 145 16 8 





-1000 



583 6 i 



To contingent' expenses, 

consisting of 

Payments made Messrs. Bailey, 
Dunlap & Claypoole, Brown, 
Humphreys, and Bpotswood, 
for sundry printing, papers^ 
&c. for Council, . . 180 18 5 

Repairing locks, book cases, 
quills, writing paper, fire- 
wood, &c. for ditto, . 70 1 11 



\7.S^ 18 • 



2 7 



15 9 4 



Messrs. Hall and Sellers, Steiner, Brown, 

Humphreys, Bradford, Bailey, Billroeyer, 

Dunlap and Qlaypoole, sundry printing 

for the House of Assembly, 
Dunlap and Claypoole, printing 

proclamations for declaring 

electors of President, Sec. 
Francis Bailey, advertinng taxes 

in Huntingdon, Franklin, and 

Northampton counties 
Griffith Owen, for cleaning and 

repuring State-house cl^ck, 
Robert Leslie, for do. do. 
Joseph Dalby, for ringing bella 

on proclaiming of the Presi. 

dent, .... 
John Donaldson, Esq. Register. 

General, to defray sundry ex* 

penses of his ofilce. 
Lord Butler, Esq. expenses re. 

mormg Franklin, a state pri- 

soner, - . - 



251 4 



923 17 5 



11 13 
9 



6 



50 



10 13 



Digitized by 



Google 



00 



G^ME LAWS. 



[AuortT 



55 



40 



Wm. Bradford and J. Ingersol, 
Esquires, fee for defending^ 
suit brought by tlieChief Jus- 
tice against the state for de- 
preciation, - - - 

Win. Bradford and J. D. Sen 
^eant. Esquires, fee respect- 
ing I. Doan's forfeited estate, 
in Bucks county, 

Wm. Bradford, Esq, a fee do. I. 
Dunns forfeited lands in North- 
ampton, - - • 35 

Pitto, balance of his fee, in four 
actions against Messrs. Miles, 
Matlack, &c. - - 20 

JEdward Shippen, Esq. amount 
of bis account as one of the 
fudges of the High Court of 
Prrors and Appeals, - 59 

George Evans, for surveying do- 
nation lands, - f - 8 Q 

Stephen Porter's demand for half 
the pay and expenses incur- 
red by Jacob Nmkirk, as In- 
dian Interpreter, on the lines 
})etween N. YoHc and Penn- 
sylvania, from the 28th May to 
the 25th November 1787, per 
account, - - * 46 12 7 

Matthew Irwin, Esq. for enroll- 
ing sundry acts of assembly, 
per account, - - - 43 16 5 

for do do to 6th Sept. 1790, 
per ditto, - . r - * 45 1 4 

457 12 

Towers, Evans & Fkke's account for win- 

4pw glass, &c. broke by firing of cannon 

on the day the President was proclaimed, 8 5 4 

Joseph Stiles, one 3rear'8 salary, 
as Commissary of military 
stores, - - - , - 50 

One year's store rent, - 13 14 4 

— 63 14 4 

Christian Laure'nce,8miths-work 
done for the invalids, - - .- 10 

jJohn Schriber*s account for taking care of 
pf the bxirracks, public stores and powder 
magazine, at Lancaster, from the 23d April 
1784, to 23d May 1788, is four years and 
one month, at six pounds per annum, 24 10 

Thb sum advanced col. Proctor 
to purchase powder to be used 
4th July, - - . 20 15 9 

This sum paid Anthony Wright, 
for powder supplied the regi- 
ment of artillery to celebrate 
the birth day of his Excellen- 
cy General Washington, 23 5 4 

44 1 D 

Valentine Hoffman's account, repairing artil- 
lery carriages, in Dec. 1789, - - 9 6 

Paid repairing a cart, for use of the hospital 

at Province Island, - - - - | 6 

P«d George Bnmnings, for cutting branding 
irons, 8tc. for inspection of pot and pearl 
9sh, 2 5 10 

John Nicholson, Esq. for depreciation on 
sundrjr sums he paid on account of the 
state, in specie, and 'repjud him in paper 
currency, per account, - . 81 5 

David Rittenhouse, Esq. sundry commissions 

on monies passed the treasury since j^last ^ 

scUletment, 156 6 1 



7his sum advanced Charles Biddk, Esq. to 
defray sundry expenses, consisting of pay 



2023 18 5 



to watchmen for g^ardmg public offices, 

repairs done to the state house yard, ring^ 

ing bells on public occasions, expi'esses to 

the Indians, fire works on the arrival of his _ 

Excellency the President of the United 

States, &c. * . . 400 



£23,343 6 8 

Ce. TTie Expenses of Government, £^c 

By the general revenues, for this sum ap- 
propriated per act of 26th March, 1789, £10,000 
Court fines and forfeitures, received of 
Wm. Bradford, Esq. Attorney General, 20 
Fees of land-ofHce, for this sum received by 
Christian Febiger, Esq. State Treasurer, 
f^om the time of his appointment to the 
31st August 1790, - - . 1,348 5 11 
Received of David Kennedy, 
Esq. Secretary to land ofBce, 
since, - - - 104 10 4 

Received of Daniel Broadhead, 

Esq. Surveyor-General, 84 8 5 

Received of Charies Biddle, 

Esq. Secretary to Council, 50 5 5 

Received of Francis Johnston, 
Esq. Receiver-General, 78 

^ 317 4 2 

Received by D. Rittenhouse, 
Esq. late Treasurer, of Chas. 
Biddle, Esq. - - . . 
Tax on writs,for these sums paid 
from 1st Oct. 1789, to 30th 
Sept. 1790, 
City and County - - 446 17 Q 
Lancaster, - - - 408 2 6 

York, . - - - 271 7 2 
Chester, - - - 116 8 9 

Bucks, - , - - - 100 
Northampton, - - - 90 13 6 

Berks, ... - 66 

Cumberland, - - - 36 17 6 
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-1,536 6 5 
Auction duties, from City, liberties and 

township of Moyamcnsing, do. do. 1,718 13 3 

City and county, carriage tax, 
received from Oct. 1st, 1789, 
to Sept. 30th 1790, 1,349 7 10 

Bucks count)', do. do. 12117 10 

Chester county, do. do. 100 

1,571 5 a 

Interest from loan-ofBce for ^0,000 princi- 
pal, from Oct 1st, 1789, to Sept. 30th 
1790, .... 1,274 16 6 

This sum taken from impost, beipgin part of 
the protecting duties applied to the sup- 
, port of government, per act of 20th March 
1783, . . . , . 5,496 14 10 



£23,343 6 8 



GAME LAWS. 

Mb. Hawslius, from the Judiciarv Committee, to whom 
was referred a petition signed by a number of the ci- 
tizens of Potter county, reported: 

The petitioners set forth that they are settled in anew 
country, in reducing which, to a state of improvement 
and cultivation, they under^ many privations, and 
mudi hardship; and in many mstances have to depend 
upon the wild animals, particularly the deer, for food. 
That those animals, so valuable for food, are Uie prey of 
every hunter who may choose to come into the counQr 
to shoot them, and th^it they are in groat dsjigeir (if hm^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



1828.) 



SCHUYLKILL AND DELAWARE CANAL. 



61 



4ieprivedof this raluable animal, ftim'uhed for the food \ 
"of iin increasing popqlation, by a wise and benHicent j 
Providence;— and praying* for the passage of a law toij 
prenent all persons, except actual residents or the hold- j 
«rs of hinds, houses, or tenements, in the county of Pot- j 
^ tcr, from killing' or destroying any deer therein, at any | 
period of the year whatsoever, under the same pains and i 
penalties prescribed by the law for killing and destroy- 
ing of deer from January to August. 

In England, there are a g^eat number of laws made 
for the security and preservation of game. The restric- 
tion laws relating to forests and game, ^-ere intro- 
duced into Europe, at the same time, and by the same 
people, who gave birth to the feudal system. It was 
the policy of every conquering g:eneral, when he van- 
qaiflhed a country, to bestow privileges upon his sol- 
diers, for their military services, and especially to prohi- 
bit the natives from the use of arms. In order- to this, 
H became necessary to prohibit hunting and sporting, ^ 
and that the conqueror should reserve this right to him- 
self, and such of his feudatories and barons, as he might 
think proper to bestow it upon. This exclusive privilege 
well suited the martial genius of those conquering 
troops who delighted in a sport which bore resemblance 
to war; and it is remarkable, that in those countries 
where the feudal policy remains the most uncorrupted, 
the forest, or game laws, continue in their greatest ri- 
gour. In France, all game was properly the kings; and 
m some parts of Germany, it is death for a peasant to 
be {bund hunting in the woods of the nobility. In Eng- 
land, the sole right of taking and destroying game, be- 
longs to the king; founded originally, upon the princi- 
ple, that the king is the ultimate proprietor of all the 
bnds in the kingdom, all being held either mediately, 
or immediately, from and under him. Btit in this coun- 
try, where the genius of the people and government are 
so widely different, restrictive laws would be illy adapt- 
ed. It is one of the blood bought privilep^es of this 
country, that the law recognises no order, distinction, or 
fank in society, other than intrinsic worth, or unassum- 
ing merit entitle the possessor to. By the constitution 
aim laws of the country, eveiy man from the president 
to the lowest peasant, is entitled to equal privileges; and 
no admirer of a well regelated system of public freedom, 
could desire it should be otherwise. To g^ve the residents, 
and land holders of Potter county, the sole and exclu- 
nre rirfat of taking and destroying game within the li- 
mits of that county, your committee respectfully con- 
ceive, would be one step towards destroymg that equal- 
ity of privile^ whi9h it is the pride and boast of tliis 
country to enjoy. 

The committee were discharged from any further con- 
ftderatioa of the subject [Journal of Senate, 1B27-8. 

SCHtTYLiaLL AND DELAWARE CANAL. 

In 1825, at tiic request of the Watering Committee, 

/engineers were engaged to examine and ascertain the 

practicabifity and probable cost of making a canal be. 

tween the two rivers, to be suppfied ^th water by 

I of the Fur Mount Dam. The foUowing was their 



pearances as to usefulness, and we do not think well of 
it. If a canal is made in Peg's Run, it will be about two 
and tlyee quarter miles in length. 

The southern route passes from Fair Mount along the 
bank of the Schulkill, to a point between Spruce and 
Pine streets, thence following south-easterly up a small 
run, and by a deep cutting g^in the declivity of ground 
toward the Delaware, and connect with it somewhere 
about Wharton or Reed street, below the Navy-Yard. 
This will be about four and a quarter miles in length . 

On a full view of the objects and utility of this canal, 
and its connexion with other great improvements new 
going on and in contemplation, we should recommend 
the size of the canal to be twenty-four feet bottom, thir- 
ty-six feet top-water line, and four feet deep, and the 
locks to be seventy-five feet long between gates, and 
dgfht and i half feet wide. 

If a canal is made on the northern route, it must con- 
form in width to circumstances in the bed of Pegf^s Run ; ^ 
and where stone or brick is used to form the sewer and 
sides of a canal it may be reduced in width to twenty- 
four feet water line. 

Although Mr. Hsuns, the city surveyor, has rendered 
us every assistance we could ask, still, as farasregfSfds 
the northern route, we hstve not all the data necessary to 
give you a correct estimate. We howevc* can state the 
facts near enough for a comparative view, and it will be 
in the power of Mr. Hains to correct such parts as he , 
shall find erroneous, if further levels are taken. 

The western debouche of the canal on the northern 
route ought to be nortli of Fau* Mount. 

Assuming the level of top-water line, on this route at 
eighteen feet above Fair Mount Dam, we would mako 
three locks on the western declivity, as near the pond as 
they can be located, andjiave ponds between them of 
two hundred feet, or so formed by extra width, as that 
a lock full of watet shall not reduce the pond more than 
three or four inches. There would be then eighteen 
feet lockage on the western side, and thirty feet to low 
tide on tlie eastern: these thirty feet we should divide 
into five locks. 

Taking this data, the estimated expense m|iy be set 
down thus: — 
200,000 cubic yards of excavation, at 16 

cents $32,000 

Rock excavation near Fair Mount, say 13,000 

35 bridges, at 1000 dollars - - - 35,000 

48 feet of lockag^e ... - 48,000 

Sewers, masonry in Peg's Run, &c. say 52,800 

Contingencies, 5 per cent. - - - 8,540 

$189,340 



report. ' 

•AsffiA & Lewis, Esq. 

Chairman of the WaUring CommUiee, 
City of Philade^hia, 

Sir— Agreeably to your request, we have examined 
the ground between the Schuylkill and Delaware rivers, 
in company with Mr. Hains, city surveyor, upon two 
proposed routes for a canal between tliose rivers. 

Both projects commence at the surface of water in 
^ pond at Fur Mount. From thence the northern 
route passes near Callowhill street, and then through 
the Northern liberties, following the bed of Pe^s Run 
jto the Debiware. Another debouche was exaromed, to 
iUl mto the Cohooknnk, between Second and Third 
ikieeti; this latter plan docs not preseat fiivourable ap- 



The supply of water for this canal, locking down as it 
does both ways, .vid providing for lockage, leakage^ 
absorption,^ and evaporation, and assuming that g^at 
care will be used in puddling to prevent absorption, 
and assuming that twelve boats will pass eveiy hour, 
and the locks kept in use at least twelve hours in twen- 
ty-four, the quantity of water cannot be less than one 
million two hundred and twelve thousand cubic feet for 
every twenty-four hours to g^ve an adequate supply. 

The southern route may be stated thus. The plan, as 
before mentioned, is to carry the level of the Fair 
Mount Dam along the Schuylkill, to a point between 
Spruce and Fine streets, and thence by a deep cutting 
through the dividing ridge, carry on that level to near 
the Delaware, and there locate a lock, which at low wa- 
ter would have twelve feet lift. If a saving of water, and 
little more delay in passing, should be better, this 
might be divided into two locks. 

The examinations, to estimate the expense, have been 
more complete on this route than on the northern. The 
estimate we shall state thus: 

514,136 cubic yards excavation, at 20 cts. $102,827 20 
51,333 do. do. 10 cts. 5,133 30 
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Rocic near Fair Mnunt, sajr - 
40 bridgpes, at 1 000 dolls. 
12foet of lockdge . . . 

Guard-lock at Fair Mount 
Culverts, &c. &o. - - - - 
Contingent expenses, S. per cent - 



13,000 00 

40,000 00 

12,000 00 

8,000 00 

5,000 00 

8,r98 00 



$194,758 50 



If only one lock is made at the Delaware, the quantity 
■of water to supply lockag-e, leakag-e, absorption, and 
CTaporation, is estimated at 835,200 f<ret for every twen- 
ty-four hours, assuming- that 144 boats pass in that time; 
Mid should the one lock be divided into two, the quan- 
tity of supply would be reduced to about 500,000 cubic 
feet for every twenty-four hours. 

It will be seen at one view, that if we take into consi- 
demtion the number of locks on the northern route, the 
«zpen8e of lock keepers, annual repairs, which ought to 
be set down as a capital of 25 or 30,000 dollars, and then 
«dd the expenses of raising* water to supply the northern 
route, without estimating the value of water lost by this 
project, and without taking into view the injury which 
may be done by disturbing the water-pipes while carry- 
ing on the woii, that a decided preference is given in 
«ur opinion to the southern route. Although the length 
of canal is greater, there is a gain of time in having no 
locks to pass until you reach the one on the Delaware; 
at the comparison is between tlie time in passing seven 
locks and in passing one and a half mile of canal, which 
m in &vour of the latter. 

Of the importance and necessity of a connexion be- 
tween the two rivers, no one can doubt that the time 
has arrived when such a connexion is required. The 
trade which the city of Philadelphia has heretofore en- 
joyed with the western country, has come to it by roads 
— « new era is about to commence. The Schuylkill 
Navigation Company have now nearly completed their 
works— an extension by the Union Canal will soon con- 
nect the Schuylkill and Susquehannah by canal — and 
the day is not far oif when a connexipn will be formed 
by canal between the Susquehannah and Allegheny, and 
between the Allegheny and Lake Erie. When these 
works are completed, the products of a country west 
mnd north-west of Philadelphia, with a population which 
will aoon arrive at several millions, will tind its easiest 
tnd most natural connexion with the ocean by that city. 
This trade, coming as it will by water down the Schuyl- 
ipUf will find great and benefi.cial advantages, by a 
ready and convenient connexion with the business part 
^the city. This connexion between the east and the 
west parts of the city, will give a stimulus and activity 
to those parts now stationary — will make a unity of inte- 
xett between the east and west— will alky jealousies if 
they exist, and prevent them if they do not — and make 
the city united in all its great interests of trade and com- 
merce. 

We cannot close without mentioning, that in making 
these estimates, we have affixed prices such as in our 
opinion would be the fair value of the labour, were it 
done in the country — being in the vicinity of the city 
will no doubt vary the cost of many items; and local ad- 
Tantages may and will have a very important bearing on 
the cost This variation you will better understand than 
ourselves. 

We beg leave to refer you to the maps and profiles 
made by Mr. Ilains, whose advice and good judgment 
have been very useful to us in this examination, and to 
whom we have expUuned more in detail our views and 
plans. 

Respectfillly submitted, 

BENJAMIN WRIGHT, 
CANVASS WHITE. 

PMladel^lua, June 25, 1825. 

Tke Ohio rircr was five feet nx inches above low wa- 
ter mark at Pittsburgh on the 1st instant 



LONGEVITY. 
Account of John Sirangeways HtUton, ia the 109/A year 
, of his age, now living* tn Fhiladtfyhia, Bt Me. C. 

W. Peale. 
After having, a few days since, taken Mr. Hutton's 
portrait from the life, which is to be preserved in my 
museum, the following particulars resecting the old 
gentleman were collected from his children^ and others 
of his acquaintance. 

He was bom in the city of New York, in 1664; waa 
bound apprentice to a sea-faring man, who put him to 
school, in New York, to leai-n navigation: at which time 
he became intimate with a boy who worked at the white- 
smith's trade, with whom he amused himself in acquir- 
ing the use of the hammer: from whence he obtained 
a facility in working at plate work in the silver-smith's 
business. He followed the sea-faring life for thirty ycart, 
and then commenced the silver-smith's trade, without 
having served any apprenticeship to iti yet in PbiladeU 
phia he has been esteemed one of the best workmen at 
hollow work in that line of business; and there still are 
pieces of his work in this city much esteemed. Ho 
made a tumbler in silver, when he was ninety-four years 
old. 

Through the course of a long and hazardous life, in 
various cUmes, he was always pUin and temperate in his 
eating and drinking; and particularly avoided spirituous 
liquors; except in one instance. When he was lieuten- 
ant in a privateer, which sailed from Barbadoes in Queen 
Anne's wars, being on a cruise on the Spanish main, be 
with fifty or sixty men, made a descent on a village in 
pillaging, and there he became, with most of the rest, 
intoxicated. And this rare instance of his conviviality, 
furnished a lesson, if not previously secured by natural 
temperance, to check it in future. For tlie Spaniards, 
taking advantage of this situation, got between them and 
the sea, and killed every man of his party, except one 
and himself, whom they made prisoners; and in his at- 
tempting to'escape from this situation, by cutting out a 
sloop, he was detected, and again put in confinement^ 
where he continued a considerable length of time. 

He married his first wife in New York, whose maiden 
name was Catharine Cheesepan, by whom he had eight 
children, twenty-five grand children, twenty-three great 
grand children, and 3 great great grand children. 

At the a^ of fifVy-one, he married his second wife in 
Philadelphia; her maiden name was Ann Vanlear, nine- 
teen years old at the time of the marriage; by whom be 
had seventeen children, forty-one grand children, and 
fifteen great grand children. 

The state of his issue, at this tune, according to the 
best account I could collect, arc: — 
Children by his first marriage, 8, of whom 7 are dead. 
Grand children, 25, 6 

Great grand children, 23, 

Great great grand children, 3, 



Total by first wife, 59, 

Children by his second marriage, 

dead. 

Grand children, 41, 

Great grand children, 15, 



13 
17, of whom 12 are 



16 

4 

32 



Total by the second wife, 7^, 
Total bom, 132; of whom 45 are dead. 

Now living, 87, of whom the greatest number reside 
in Ph'dadelphia— two fiunilies S them in Richmoiid» 
Va, 

His second wife died in Philadelphia, t4Ui of Norem- 
ber, 1788, aged 72. He never bad a head ache; mnd 
has often said, that he thought himself in his prime of 
life, when at the age of sixty years. 

He has always been fond of fishing and fbwfingi and 
till his eighty-first year, he used to carry, in his hunting* 
excursions, a heavy English Bmsket He w«s ever s 
quiet,^ temperate, and hard working man; is now vciy 
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cheerful and good-humoured. He can hear, see, and 
walk about; has a good appetite, with no complaints 
whatever, except from the mere weakness of old age. 

In the early part of his life, he was on two scouts 
against the Indians. He used to tell, that in one of these 
excursions, they went out in the night — that they lifted 
ap their feet high in stepping, to prevent a noise among 
the leaves— that they took an Indian woman prisoner, 
"who led them to where the Indians lay — that they fired, 
and killed most of the Indians, before they could get to 
their arms, and a few only escaped. That the Indians 
CKme in, and made a peace before the scouting party re- 
turned. 

That he knew the noted pirate Teach, called Black 
Beard; that an act of oblivion had passed, which per- 
mitted all pirates to fetum to their allegiance; that 
Black Beaixl then came to Barbadocs, where he saw 
hiro. This was a short time before that pirate made his 
iMt cnuze, and was killed in Carolina. 

His grand father by his mother's side, Mr. Arthur 
Strangeways, died at Boston, sitting in his chair, when 
at the ag^ of one hundred and one years. 

Uia £ither, Mr. John Hntton, was bom at Bermuda, 
in Scotland; where, it is said, there are many of the fa- 
■uly now living. — [jSmer. Museum, 

JPhilack^hia, Sept. 3, 1792. 

• Died December 20, 1792. 



DENGUE FEVER. 

Some cases of this fever having occurred at the Laza- 
retto, and as this is a disease, respecting which but little 
appears to be known ifi this country, we ^ve some ex- 
tracts from a communication from Dr. Lehman, the La- 
zaretto Physician to the Board of Health . It is publish- 
ed at length in the last number of the American Journal 
of Medical Sciences. 

Jeeouni of the disease called Dengue^ which fias prevailed 
Mtztenaivehf at Havana. Bt G. F. Lvhxa^, M. D. 
Lazareito Physician to the Port of Philadeiphitu (Com- 
munieated to the Board of Health. 

In answer to the resolution of the Board of last even- 
ing, requesting my opinion of the nature of the disease 
with which the men of the ship Columbia are affected, 
I respectfully' communicate the following facts. 

Henry Allen, seaman, had, while in Havana, the dis- 
ease caUed by the natives Dengue, from which he en- 
tirely recovered upon warm lemonade, He continued 
in good health until the 20th of June, when he was 
seized with a high fever, and pains in all his bones, the 
violence of which, particularly in his head and back, 
was almost insupportable; a dose of calomel and jalap 
was administered to him, which had no effect In three 
days the violence of the affection was over. He is now 
very weak, depressed in his spirits, has pains in his bones, 
and no appetite, but without any fever. I consider him, 
therefore, at present, as laboiuing under the effects of 
Dengue. 

"William M'Elwee, the blacksmith, was taken sick 
June 19th of a violent fever, excruciating pains in his 
back and head, and severe vomiting. He had alternate 
flushes of heat and cold shiverings, with a burning red- 
nest over the whole body. In a few daj's the cuticle'd es- 
Suamated. He now complains of pams in his joints, 
ight head ache, and occasional nausea. He took no 
medicine, but drank freely of warm lemonade. This 
may be put down as a case of Dengue. 

James Simpson, seaman, states, that in the morning 
of June 30th, he had a chill while alofl — the next morn- 
ing be felt well ag^n. On the night of July Ist, he was 
•eized by severe painsin his back and head, and thought 
be was dying. Yesterday morning I saw him. He had, 
in addition to the pains, considertble ferer, with a iiir- 



red tongue, and a bright redness over the body. To 
day he IS better.* 

From the conversations I have had with the passengers 
of the brig Pomona, some of whom have resided many 
years in Havana, and one of them had sixteen cases of 
DengTie in his own family, I am led to believe that the 
disease of the men of the ship Columbia is the same. It 
varies occasionally in a4 its symptoms, excepting the 
pains in the bones, which exist in all cases. The facts 
in support of my conclusions are now all before you. 

Two of these men have been sick before, and the 
other predisposed to the disease, which was probably 
excited into operation, by exposure to tempestuous and 
wet weather here. 

This disease, which appears to be a variety of bifiona 
fever, depends no doubt on the extraordinary weather 
experienced for some months past on the Island of Cu- 
ba. No rain has fallen for six months, and the drought 
is severe beyond all recollection. When the rains begin 
to fall, the disease will no doubt, alter its complexion^ 
and assume a different type. 

Lazaretto, July 3d, 1828. 

The person about to be affected, is usually attacked^ 
(but not uniformly,) during the night, with afcTer* 
pain in the head, back and limbs, and a sorenesf of the 
muscles to the touch. Sometimes tlie head alone suA> 
fers from painj occasionally the severity is in the lower 
extremities, and indeed every part of the body is affect- 
ed; but generally the head, back, and limbs are more 
or less disordered together. The first sensation of pais 
that Mrs, Vinas felt was in her wrist Mr. Melizet, (a 
passenger of the brigPotnona,) was warned of his at* 
tack by a pain in the corn on his little toe. Some are 
primarily affected in the extreme end of their fingerSyi 
and thus it varies in almost every case, but the diseaia 
advances, and falls on more important parts. From the' 
violence of arterial excitement, delirium is no uncom* 
mon occurrence. At the expiration of three days, the 
morbid influence usually ceases, and the patient recov-" 
crs with a voracious appetite, or a total loss of it for 
many days; the soreness of the joints and muscles con* 
tinning for some time, and eventually relieved by pnK 
fuse perspiration. All are not attacked with equal se- 
verity, in manu' instances tlic disease is light, and ter- 
minates in forty or fif\y hours. 

I was early aware that powerful remedial agents were 
improper, and prepared to treat any cases that might 
fall under my inspection agreeably to the Spanish plan. 
When the seamen of the ship Columbia were introduced 
into the hospital, 1 gave each of them half an ounce 'ef 
castor oil, merely to open the primx viae, (neither of 
them had an alvine dejection for forty-eight hours pre* 
ceding,) and then directed warm weak chamomile andf 
balm tea to be drunk, repeated pediluviums, and a light 
regimen. Two of them are now well, the other was 
very much debilitated when landed, and from previoua 
neglect seems to labour under visceral obstructioaii. 

From its incipient symptoms, independent of other 
considerations, I am induced to consider Dengue ss » 
bilious fever, modified by the prevailing weather of the 
Island of Cuba, and particularly the dryness. It pre- 
sents to be sure a new face, but some of the old feature* 
are so strongly marked that its identity is tolertbhr eer- 
tain. This conclusion I wish you to understand^ is round- 
ed particularly on the observation of those under my 
care, and if they Correspond with all others in symptomsy 



• James Simpson was perfectly well on the 7th inst^ 
but in consequence of running about toMliuch at night, 
and exposing himself to the very heavy dews prevaiBny 
here, he had a relapse, with all his original symptoms, 
but not quite so violent. A moderate dose of etstor 
oil with warm balm tea removed the complaint in fbrty- 
eight hours, and he is npw (July 11th,) convalescent* 

Second attacks, or more properly speaking, perhapa 
telapses, are very common. 
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&c. (of which my knowledge is from hearsay,) tjie in- 
ference is not far from the truth. 

1 shall conclude with a brief outline of a few cases. 
They agree, In general, with all the othere 1 have lieard 
of, and only differ in the violence of the attack or some 
unimportant symptom. 

John Pleasants, passenger of the ship Hibernia, was 
sick in Havana. He states that he was kttackcd about 
twelve o'clock at night with fever, pains in his head, 
back, and lower extremities. lie took a dose of calo- 
mel and jalap, which operated copiously. Afterwards 
he drank warm orange-water— threw a blanket over 
him which produced a free perspiraUon. In a few days 
he was well. Slight pains in his joints, and soreness of 
the muscles to the touch, continued for a short period 
after his convalescence. 

Captain Newton, of the brig Pomona, was seized 
about sunset with pains in tlie bones, and a little fever, 
with vomiting, which continued eight hours. The fever 
abated in twenty-four hours, but the pains continued for 
several days in the limbs. He drank orange-water cold, 
and took a dose of calomel and jalap, and several doses 
of oil during convalescence, and was nigh falling a sa- 
crifice to the strong purgatives. His face and body were 
ooyered by red blotches. 

Mr. Astley Punton, passenger of the ship Hibei-nia, 
was taken sick in Havana, with pains in the head and fe- 
ver, which continued thirty six hours. He^drank warm 
orange-water, and had mustard cataplasms to the soles 
of his feet He recovered in a few days with an im- 
paired appetite, 

James Wetherly, carpenter of the ship Hibernia, had 
pain in the head, back, and limbs, nausea, but no vomit- 
ing; a dose of calomel and jalap was administered, and 
plenty of warm lemonade, and in three days he was 
well-HJOvered with red blotches. 

Pimples similar to the prickly heat, and red spots on 
tiic cuticle, were very common during convalescence. 

Lazaretto, July 7tK 1828. 

Wheal Crop. — In the eastern sections, extending to 
Blue Ridge, the crop is in general abundant, and of fine 
quality, and with the exception of Northampton county, 
(where it was suffered to remain too long m the field) 
well secured. Iivthe middle section, or Susquehanna 
country, and more particularly in Mifflin, Centre, and 
Huntingdon counties, veiy serious injury has been sus- 
tained by rust, and the crop reduced one-third to one- 
half. On the west and north branches, the injury is be- 
lieved not to be so serious. 

Delaware County. — Geoi-ge G. Leiper, of Ridley 
township, commenced his canal on'^onday week last, 
and one lock is nearly completed. The length of the 
canal will be near a mile, and will be of peat importance 
to this section of our country. It will be connected 
withCnim creek, which empties into the Delaware — and 
when completed, (which will be done as soon as possi- 
ble) will have a tendency to enhance the value of pro- 
perty in that neighbourhood, as well as open a direct 
water communication between Philadelphia and the 
stone quarries belonging to Mr. Leiper. There are se- 
veral mill seats near its location. — Upland Union. 

CFrom the Lycoming Gazette. J 

In the meadow of Mr. Philip Swisher, of Clinton town- 
ship, Lycoming county,, a few days since, while his 
hands were eiapfoyed in making hay^ they discovered a 
striped snake OTabout four feet in length, and of immense 
thickness, which being dissevered, was found to con- 
tain one hundred and eleven young ones of about five 
inches in length. 

I hail of\en heard it said, these reptiles, on apprehen- 
sion of danger, will expand their mouths, and receive 
their young into their bellies for protection, but had 



hardly believed it; yet, from this remarkable incidental 
know it to be a fact, as I was an eye witness to it* 
July27, 1828- 

Imports of Sugar and Mohuscs, at tlie Port of PhiJadeU 
phia,frorn the Ut of January to the 29M July, 1828. 



WUXBX FROM. 



New Orleans and New 
Iberia 

Coastwise*.. 

Havana 

St. Jago de Cuba 

Fernandina 

Matanzas 

Trinidad de Cuba. . . . 

Nuevitas ..:.... 

Porto Rico 

Mayaguez, P. R. . . . . 

St. Eustatia 

St Barts and St. Mar- 
tins 

Guadaloupe 

Bahia 

Pemambuco 

St. Thomas 

St. Croix 



SUGAR. 



hhds. brls. bxt. bga. 



8306 
1008 
51 
35 
15 
52 



974 
82 
21 

20 



39b 
6i5 



114 

213 

2 

51 



100 

725 

52 

42 

25 



3777 

422 

52 



4144 
832 
381 
420 
261 
253 



28 
216 



200 



2519 



Total.. ^ 11550 5606 6335*27191 7452 T55 



MOLA'S 



kds. hk. 



1416 34S 
285 248 



1056 
341 
230 
507 

2109 

38 
114 
149 

175 
76 

164 
3 

114 
77 



45 
1 



89 



8 
13 



• A grreat part of the sugar and mohssesa receired 
coastwise, is entered as merchandize, and not included 

in this estimate. 



COFFEE. 

Total number of bags, hogsheads, tierces, and harrHa cf 
Coffee, received since the 1st January, 1828. 



WHXRE FBOX. 




BAGS. 


HHDS. 


TCS. 


B»U. 


Havana - 




2470 








Laguii-a 




12,000 






74 


Maracaibo 




938 








St Jago, Cuba 




4851 






265 


Aux Cayes 




358 


' 118 






Mayaguez, P. R. 




509 






2 


Port au Prince 




8826 








St. Thomas - 




5127 




21 


471 


Matanzas 




134 








Cape Haytien 




3936 








Jeremie 




1564 








Trinidad, Cuba 




173 








Port au Piatt 




51 








Nuevitas 




2 








St Jolms, P. R. 




16 








St Croix 




10 








City St. Domingo 




10 








Coast\^'ise,t (all kinds] 


4134 
















.mt. 


r 


Total 


.... 


47,376 


118 


21 


81^ 



f About two-thirds of the coffee received coastwise^ 
is entered as merchandize, and not included in this esti* 
mate. [Philad. Price Cwrrent Jug. 2. 
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PENNSYLVANIA LEGISLATURE. 

BOVtS OF BBFBBSEirTATITSS. 

JSepori of the Committee appointed (o inquire into the ope- 
ration of the Poor Laws, Read, January 29th, 1825. 
Mb. Mbbbditu, Cbairmati. 

[Concluded.] 
Your comimttee proceed now to the enqubies on the 
the next head, whether the necessity for private charity 
Ins been done aw&y by the operation of the public pro- 
vision fbif the poor. 

The following estimate* formed in the year 1800, of 
the anooal sums paid for the support and benefit of the 
pooTf in London and its environs, is taken from an au- 
thor well acquainted with the subject. (1) 

ESTIMATE. 
1. Asylums for tl le relief of obj ects of cha- 
rity and humanity, * - - . £30,000 
3. Asylums and hospitals, for the sick, 
lame and diseased, .... 50,000 

3. Institutions for benevolent, charitable, 

and huis^ne purposes, ... 205,000 

4. Private charities, - - - - 150,000 

5. Charity schools for educating the poor, 10,000 
6» Endowed establishments, for which tlie 

poor are chiefly indebted to our ances- 
tors, - - - • - - - - 150,000 



Total sum spent in charity, exclusive of 
the leg^ assessments, ... 

7. While the annual assessment for tht 
poor rates paid by the inhabitants of Lon- 
don and its environs, amounted to no 
roorethan 

Total, 



595,000 



255,000 



850,000 



So fxr then had the poor laws of England failed to re- 
move the necessity for private charity, that in the me- 
tropolis, when the poor rates stood at £255,000 the suip 
spent annuaDy for the relief of the poor, in other ways, 
amounted to 595,000/. It is believed that, in this state, 
the system has not been more effectual for this purpose 
than in England. (2) In the year 1821, notwithstand- 
ing the great nuni^ber of poor, relieved by the public 
bounty, at a vast expense, in the city and county of Phi- 
MelpIiJaY there etisted in that city and county, at the 
Vjery least, one hundred and sixty charitable and benefi- 
gIbI societies, be»des sixty-nine relijnous institutions, all 
of which, as is well known, have a mnd for the relief of 
t^ poor of their own congregations^ 

In addition to this, the sums given by individuals, in 
private charity, are estimated at a large amount;~and 
-wi^ial, when a year of great pressure occurs, collections 
Bre made throughout the city and liberties, and the mo- 
ner thus raised is applied to the immediate rehef of the 
indigent, under the du^ction of a committee of the ci- 
tizeni. New societies, for charitable purposes, are also 
ig up from time to time. A few may be named, 
bed within the last ten or eleven years. 



CI) ColquhouD, Pol. of the Met p. 357. 
(3) Bep. of Comm. on Pauperism, 1821-2. 
Vol. XL II. 



The Orphan Asylum, instituted in the year 1814 

Northern and Southern Dispensaries, 1816 

Asylum for Indigent "NVidows and Single Women, 1817 

Society for the relief of tlie children of the poor, 1819 

Provident Society, 1824 

Many more mig^t, it is believed, easily be named, but 
enough has been said to prove that, notwithstanding the 
number of poor relieve<l at a vast expense firom th» 
pub tic funds, there is still ah increasing roa^s of unrelier^r 
ed pauperism, which is at last thrown upon the charitjr 
of mdividuals, exerted either privately or through soci' 
eties voluntarily formed for the purpose. Your com-' 
mittee, with these facts before them, can have no hea- 
tation in saying, decidedly, that the necessity for private 
charity, has been in no manner removed by the openi' 
tion of the poor laws* 

3. Of those who are retieved by thte public bounty^ 
whether the greater portion are not composed of such aB 
have been reduced to penury by vice or improvidence? 

The evidence on this head, is thought by your com- 
mittee to be clear and irrefragable. It is the opinion of 
all who have diligentlj^ investigated the subject, in dif- 
ferent parts of the Union, that the great mass of pauper- 
ism is produced by habits of dissipation and intemper<' 
ance. A committee, appcfinted at the session of the 
g[tsneral court of Massachusetts, in the year 1820, to take 
into consideration the pauper laws of that common- 
wealth, reported as a result, supported by the experi*' 
ence both of England and Massachusetts, and whieh 
might be adopted as a principle, "That of all causes of 
pauperism, intemperance in the use of spirituous liduorv 
was the most powerful and universal ." (tl ) The follow- 
ing passages, from the appendix to the same report, will 
place this subject in a striking light. The extracts are 
taken from the returns made to the committee by the 
overseers of the different towns in Massachusetts, and 
contain the assertions of men who speak from their owtl 
observation, and whose official situation must have broH 
the fkcts which they avouch Within their own personal 
knowledge. 

TowHs. — iSbtton.— "R may perhaps be totally Useless 
for us to remark, that the cause of pauperage, in a veiy 
large share of the instances on our list, may be traced to 
habits of intemperance.** 

Charlestovrn. — •*By a recent and ttrj particular in- 
vestigation of the subject, we are convinced that do^ 
mestic pauperism is generated and subsisted mostly in 
the multiplied resorts of idleness and int€»nperance.*' . 
West CflmAru/gc— "It is worthy of mnark, thAt of 
the 28 persons now in our alms house, there are but iwa 
who were not brought there, eithtr directly or indirect- , 
ly, by intemperance.? 

Beverly .-^^It may be confidently stated, that the chief 
sources of pauperism in this county, are idleness, impro-_ 
vidence and intemperance. Intemperance is the most" 
finiitfhl source of pauperism; more than half the adult 
persons who have been admitted to ottr work hbtise, for 
sixteen years, have been addieted to the ^rxcessite use 
of ardent spirits. '^ 

fl'i^a^.— "Under this system, the shiftless place them- 
selves at ease; their friends tise no exortions to induce 

(1) Rep. Comm. Mass. 1821. p. 9. 
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them to lay up the fruits of their labour and keep them 
off the town." 

The testimony on the same point, in the State of New 
York, is not less conclusive, as will be seen by the en- 
suing extract from a report of the Secretaiy of that 
State, on the poor laws, in tlie year 1824. 

"Of the whole number of permanent paupers, (6,896,) 
the returns and estimates will wan'ant the assertion, that 
at least 1,585 male persons were reduced to that state by 
the excessive use of ardent spirits; and, of consequence, 
that their families, (consisUng^ of 989 wives and 2,167 
children,) were reduced to the same penury and want; 
thus presenting^ strong evidence of the often asserted 
Act, that intemperance has produced more than two- 
thirds of all the permanent paMperism in the State;-- 
and there ia little hazard in adding, that to the same 
cause may be ascribed more than one-half of the occa- 
sional pauperism.*' 

In our own State, we are not without evidence to the 
same effect The following passages have been taken 
from the communications of the directors of the poor, 
in different counties of this commonwealth, to be found 
on the Journals of the late House of Representatives. ( 1 ) 
Dauphin coumty. — "Could our poor houses be made, 
as well the schools of reform as asylums for the indi- 
l^nt, it would be a very pleasing circumstance; but it 
IS a lamentable fact, that perhaps two4hirdM of the pau- 
pers, in most of the poor houses in the State, have be- 
come such by dissipation, and only cease to remain its 
votaries from the want of means and physical abilities 
to indulge in it, and not from any change of disposition 
during their pauperage." 

Franklin county .-r-*' At the present time we have a 
number here, that if there was no institution, they would 
not be a charge; they calculate on being kept here a 
considerable time before they acquire an order of relief. 
Dissipation and other bad habits is the cause.*' 

Chester county, — "Those who come to us able to work, 
come to be fed and clothed, and to pass through the 
woHd in the most idle and easy way, and, genei*ally 
speaking, they are very debauched and much depraved 
in their morals." 

The answers from the directors of the poor, in some 
of the counties of this commonwealth, to the enquiries 
of the committee on pauperism, in the year 1821, shed 
further Tight on this subject. The directors of Chester 
county 8ay,^*The great ease with which paupers obtain 
admission, and the vag^nt idle dispositions of many who 
apply, and the want of power in the board to dismiss or 
plact to service those able to work, which* they cannot 
employ, that might be employed elsewhere, are among 
the causes of pauperism with us. Intoxication, and a 
disposition in many to spend all they can earn, taking 
chance for public support in time of need, is another 
cause of pauperism with us. Fornication and bastardy 
is another cause of pauperism with us." 

The directors of the poor, for the townships of Ox- 
(aed and Lower Dublin, use this language on the sub- 
tect "Of the number of paupers remaining in the 
bouse on the 1st of May, fifteen are coloured people, 
and of that number four are mothers of .bastard children. 
' It b difficult to desi^^nate with accuracy the particular 
cause to which the individual cases may be directly re- 
ferred; it is believed, however, that by far the greater 
number may be attributed, directly or mdirectly, to the 
deleterious poison of ardent spiriU." Again: "The 
number of illegitimate children^ together with their mo- 
thers, during the period of their nurture, is a serious and 
increasing evW* Andagwn: "Intemperance, consider 
ed as the most productive source of pauperism, claims 
the most seUous attention to measures of pi*evention. — 
But if hitemperance is considered as productive of pau- 
perism, it should not be forgotten, on the other hand, 
that tlie unqualified mode of relief from the poor laws 
reciprocates equal encouragement to intemperance; and 

(1)P. 39. 



if drunkenness makes paupers, the poor laws in return 
makes drunkards, by holding out to tliem the pubKe 
purse to supply the deficiences occasioned by their mis- 
spent earnings, and to support them when incapacitated 
by their intemperance from supporting themselves." 

(1) 

Upon the whole, your committee fcannot shut their 
eyes to the fact, which they believe to be glaring aiid 
undeniable, that by far the greater number of paupers 
are individuals who have been reduced to want by ^cir 
own debauched habits, intemperance or improvidence. 

4. Whether any expedient has been found, by anr 
modification of the system, to prevent the evils which 
it produces? 

So early as the 8th and 9th of William and Mary, mudi 
alarm was felt in England, on account of the rapid in- 
crease of the poor rates, and an attempt was then made 
to check the evil, by attaching an additional degradation 
to pauperism. By a statute passed in that year, ercry 
pauper was required, under severe penalties, to wear a 
badge or mark, indicating his situation. The effect of 
thisbadging law was, that although at first, some were 
deterred from asking relief, by an unwillingness to be 
subjected to a public exposure, yet the sense of shame 
gradually wore off— the evil was not arrested — the num- 
ber of paupers contini^ed to augment, as before, and any 
reli'^s of pride and independence, which they might 
have possessed, and which mi^ht have been the mcana 
of redeeming tlicm from their humiliating condition* 
were entirely destroyed. 

This expedient having failed entirely, another hit 
been resorted to, in more modern times — that of erect- 
ing work houses for the reception of the poor. It is 
enough to say here, that the same effects have resulted 
from the system in England, which were produced bjr 
the device of badging the 'poor. The increSse of theff 
numbers has not been checked, and the.character of tliat 
class has been, in every way, materially depressed. 

As this plan of erecting poor houses, has been intro- 
duced into this country, and is at this moment believed 
by many of our citizens, to afford the best mode of 
checking the progress of pauperism, it may not be im- 
proper to consider it more at large. The experience 
of England, has been briefly stated above; that of our 
own state, will be detailed hereafter. The present ob- 
ject of inquiry is,, whether the plan be a reasonable ond 
m itself, or at aU likely to produce the effect for which 
it is designed. 

As a permanent check to the increase of pauperism, 
by acting on the sense of shame, the scheme appears 
altogether irrational. The humiliation attendant upon 
alms taking i8,indeed, a powerful obstacle to mendicity,- 
because the rcfief to be obtained is never entirely cer- 
tain, and the feeling of degradation operates in its full 
force on a single beggar, who has no crowd of fellow 
paupers around him, wiU\ whom to share it. But the 
poor laws give a full assurance that assistance will be af- 
forded, and thus enhance the temptation, while the ef- 
fect of a poor house is to lessen the sense of shame. By 
creating a community of paupers, protected from the 
gaze of all who are not ot their own class. If, howev- 
er, it should operate at all, it will be only upon the un- 
fortunate virtuous and honorable, and thus individuals, 
of the very class for whose exclusive benefit the public 
charity ought to be exerted, will be shut oot from a par- 
ticipation in it, in favor of the profligate and abandoned. 

A poor house has been considered as affordingamore 
comfortable and cheaper subsistence to the paupers, 
than could be afforded in any other mode; and there are 
even yet some persons, who, in spite of aH- experienc«v 
credit tlie possibility of such an institution producincf an 
actual profit to the public. It is not to be denied that, 
with strict economy and attention, the same number of 

(1) The paper here quoted contains a rery able view 
of the subject. It was probably written by Stephen, 
Duncan, Esq. 
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paupers may be more coisfortably and more cheaply 
supported in one estiiblishment, under tbe immediate 
superintendence of intelligent and efficient managers, 
tlun when maintained at board wages, or supplied with 
money, to be expended at their own discretion. It is to 
be observed, however, that as the accommodations are 
made more commodious and comfortable, the tempta- 
tions to paupefism are rendered more irresistible, and of 
course the rapidity oC its augmentation is enhanced. 
£ven the industrious poor may be seduced to become 
members of this vast and well regulated family, in which 
they-are to be better provided, in every way, than at thei)r 
own houses, and to be protected entirely from all care 
aDd anxiety about their own subsistence. Thus the num- 
ber of paupers will be augmented, and of course, though 
there may be a small savmg at first, the expense must 
also at last be also increased. 

But it 18 to be further remarked, that there exists no 
probability that such an institution will, for a senes of 
years, be well conducted. At first, indeed, there may 
be honest and intelligent men, of unusual public spirit, 
who having assisted in its establishment, will consent to 
devote their whole time and exertions to the promotion 
of its success. Such examples are honourable and lauda- 
ble, but they are also of rare occurrence, and not to be 
looked for among ordinary men, or on ordinary occa- 
sions. The institution must at last fall, in a great degree, 
wder tbe control of an hired superintendant. His office 
is not an honourable one; the incumbent will, in all pro- 
bability, of^en be a man not very capable of resisting pe- 
cuniary temptations, or of persevering in tlie discharge 
of a laborious duty, in spite of his own interest His m- 
Ured must always be, to promote waste and disorder, 
because, amidst waste and disorder, his opportunities of 
speculation will be more frequent and more secret. 
When the abuses of profusion and ill government have 
been once introduced into such an institution^ it is diffi- 
cult to eradicate them. They become at last inveterate 
and incurable — ^the public funds are dissipated — ^thc 
comfort of the inhabitants is destroyed — all salutary re- 

Slations for their ease and benefit are violated — they 
^ 1 into the worst and most deg^dine habits of every 
kind, and a scene must ensue of vice, misery, and wretch- 
edness, loathsome and irredeemable. The experience of 
England has proved the justice of these views. " The 
best regulated poor houses," says an English statesman, 
*' present a dreadful state of existence; a society with no 
one common bond of feeling; every endearing relation 
destrcwed. Tn its pUce a principle of savag>e selfishness 
pervading all classes, engendering mutual jealousy and 
hatred. Age, infirmity, youth, idleness and profligacy, 
indiscriminately huddled together. Can any mortal 
contemplate such a conclusion of life, and not bless the 
attempt to preserve him from it" (1) 

With re^pard to the idea that an institution of this kind, 
be it ever sg well conducted, may be made to produce 
a profit to the public, or even to support itself, it may be 
proper to say a few words. 

The profit, if any, must of course result from the la^ 
boar of the able bodied inmates. They will come there, 
because they are too idle to work for themselves out of 
doors, or because they find it impossible to procure em- 
ployment. In the first case, they will of course be as 
idle as ever, unless eompeUtd to work, since it is not to 
be supposed that men, who will not labour for their own 
support, will voluntarily labour for that of the public, 
The cnly efF ectual mode of compelling them to work, 
is to withhold their subsistence, until they have earned 
it If this be done, they might as well have been left out 
of doors, for precisely on this footing they stood before 
th^y threw themselves on the public. It seems absurd 
jto incur the expense of erecting a poor house for a pur- 
pose such as this. Then, as to those wIh) cannot procure 
employment This must arise from the market for the 
Jcind of labour for which they are qualified, being al- 

p) Mr, Curwen, Deb. H. of C. Xfay 28. 1816. 



ready orerstockedf* Of course the wages of that labott* 
must be so reduced as to afford a bare subsistence to 
those engaged in it No more can be brought into oper 
ration, without loss in the first instance. If the poblie 
choose to sustain that loss, and to force into operation a 
certain amount of labour, the effect is, that, at Icfst, to 
an equal extent, they force out of employment, indiTi- 
duids who were already barely supporting themselves 
by the fruits of their labour. What then has been gain* 
ed ? A certain number of paupers have been relieved at 
the public expense, and the consequence is, that at least 
an equal number of industrious individuals have been 
depressed into the class of paupers, and are in like man- 
ner to be relieved, and with the like effects. Your com- 
mittee observe, that they have been unable to find a sin- 
gle estid>lishment of this kind in the United States which 
has ever supported itself. 

Poor houses, as has been already stated, have httti in- 
troduced very generally into many parts of this state. 
The following extracts from communications of the di- 
rectors of the poor (1) in different counties may serve to 
show how usefully. 

Dauphin county. — **The yearly increase of pauper$ 
might justify a belief that the poor find their comforla 
increased in the practical operation of alms houses.*'— 
The population oithe county in 1820, was 21,653; ave- 
rage number of paupers in that year 84; average ex- 
pense, exclusive of the produce of the farm, interest of 
purchase money, about 50 dolUrs each per annum, or 96 
cents per Mreek. 

York county, — "The effect of establishing work- 
houses and houses of industry, is a great improvement on 
the old townsliip system, tlie expenses are much re- 
duced, and the paupers mere comfortably situated.*' 
The population of the county^ in 1820, was 38,759; ave- 
rage number of paupers, 100; attached to the institution 
is a farm of 1S4 acres of limestone land, on which tbe 
buildings are erected, and another tract of woodland, 
159 acres, from which fuel alone is obtained. 

Cost of real property and buildings, ^0,000 

The interest of which is 
Money annually drawn from county trea* 
sury upon average heretofore, 

3,800 

Average expense of each pauper, exclusive of the pro- 
duce of the farm, 38 dollars, or 73 cents per week. 

Franklin county. — " The effect of establishing such 
institutions, we give you such information as we have 
derived from our experience in oiu* official mtuation. 
Such institutions tue consider highly necessary for the 
blind and infirm that has met with misfortunes, and hat 
not whercwith to support themselves. At the present 
time, we have a numocr here, that if there was no insti- 
tution, they would not be a charge; they calculate on 
being kept here a considerable time, before they acc^uire 
an order of relief Dissipation and other bad habits is 
the cause. This we consider as some of the effects of 
establishing such institutions. Such institutions we con- 
sider are abused in this way."— The farm consists of 160 
acres; the average number of paupers in 1823, 64; ave- 
rage expense of each pauper, exclusive of the farpa pro- 
duce, 137 01. 

Delaware county. — '* The establishment of a bouse of 
employment in thiscountv, has inereaaed the number, or 
firom some other cause, there is more than when mfun- 
tained in the different townships; but we have no hesi- 
tation in saying, that the effect hsis been such, as to make 
tlieir situation more comfortabk; the morals and health 
better preserved." — "So statement of the expense dia» 
tinct from Uie produce of the farm. 

Chester county — "By establishing poor houses with 
proper regulations, the paupers receive a more comforta" 
bk 8ubdi9tence and maintenance, with less expense, tbim 




(1) Journal H. R. 1823—4. p. 3?. 
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kept in the townships." — ^Number of paupers before the 
•rection of a poor Louse, i^out 119. Annual expense 
$6,666 66 i average 56 dollars per annum; ^1 07 per 

iVb. of paupers in Whole tnoniea expended. 

1818 186 irssr 00 

1819 219 7390 03 

1820 319 7984 78 
J821 292 • 6003 63 
J822 306 7074 06 

Average annual expense of each pauper, $27 12, or 
53 eents per week. 

Phiiade^kia. — " The number in the alms house dur- 
ing the rear ending the 4th Monday in May, 1823, was 
1204$ the number of regular out door paupers, 1222; 
those who received occasional relief, average 330; in the 
children's asylum, 173; amounting in the whole to 2929? 
whichi as the census of our corporation amounted to 
}1 1,724, is a little less than 1 in 38; to these may be 
^dded 161 illegitimate children." 

''The average weekly expense of supporting the 
paupers in the alms house, during the period before men- 
tioned, was 76^ cents each; for tlie support of those out 
of doors 73 cents each; those in the children's asylum 70 
cents each, and 2502 dollars were paid for bastard chil- 
dren, tnore than received from their putative fathers." 

The kind of inhabitants to be met with in thpse poor 
liouses generally, may be found stated in the extracts 
fcom these same communications of the directors, in a 
former part of this report 

Upon the whole, your committee are convinced, that 
6ie effect of a public compulsory provision for the poor, 
Is to increase the number of paupers; to entail an op- 
pressive burthen on the pountry; to promote idleness 
^d licentiousness among the labouring classes; and to 
Scfford to the profligate and abandoned, tlie relief which 
ought to be bestowed on the virtuous and industrious 
idone. • That the poor laws have not done away the 
necessity for private charity; that they have been onerous 
to the community, and every wav injurious to the morals, 
comfort, and independence of that class for whose bene- 
fit they were intended. That no permanent alleviation 
of the system can rationally be expected from the erec- 
tion of poor houses, or from any other expedient of a 
similar kind; and that the only hope of effectual relief, 
fs in the speedy and total abolition of the system itself 
tn this country, where there are no privilege orders, 
where all classes of society have equal rights, and where 
our population is fhv from being so dense, as to press 
upon our metms of subsistence, it is indeed alarming 
to find the increase of pauperism progressing with such 
rapidity. It should be observed, too, that in this State 
particularly, our citizens, in all probability, are on th^ 
verge of becoming extensively engaged in manufactures, 
und tiie example of England m\y teach us, that it is on 
ft manufacturing population, that the poor laws operate 
inost deleteriously and fktally, - An agricultural people 
are naturally more hardy and independent, and will re- 
sist for a longer time, the temptations which the system 
bdds out to them. It was when a large proportion of 
the inhabitants of England betook themselves to manu- 
^clures, that the rapidity of the increase of pauperism 
was enhanced in an enormous degree. We are rapidly 
treading in the footsteps of England; there the disease 
has been tampered with, until it has become inveterate 
and incurable; and her best and ^^isest men regard it and 
despair. We should profit of her experience, and return 
upon our steps while the path is open. It is believed, 
that with prudence and caution, we may still do so; but 
^ whatever is to be done, should be done quickly, for in 
the meantime, we are hurrying towards the precipice, and 
we cannot tell how soon retreat may become impracti- 
cable. 

Care should be taken, however, not to act with rash- 
fiess or precipitation.' It is necessary to ascertain the 
precise extent of the evil, before it can be known what 
TOode yf\\l be the safest and most operative of its extinc- 



tion. Your committee therefore suggest, that the over- 
seers, directors, guarcUans, and managers, throughout 
the state, should be compelled to send aannually to the 
Secretary of State, to be laid before the Legislature, an 
account of the actual state of pauperism in their respec- 
tive counties, boroughs, townships, and districts. Com- 
plete and accurate information wiU thus be always wiA- 
in the reach of the house. In the city of Philadelphia, 
and the adjoining districts, however, the evil b inuch 
more aggravated, and the necessity of a reform more 
urgent tiian throughout the state — (since the paupers in 
1822-3, composed nearly one thirty-eighth of the whole 
population) and it seems necessaiy to mstitute, without 
loss of time, a strict and thorough inquiry into the state of 
pauperism in that part of the commonwealth. ' Your 
committee therefore earnestly recommend ^e passage 
of the bill fVom the Senate, (referred to them) entitled, 
" An act to authorise the appointment of commissioners 
to investigate the causes and extent of pauperism witlun 
the city and liberties of Philadelphia, and for other pur- 
poses therein mentioned," in conformity with the prayer 
of the petition of the Society for the Promotion oiFPub* 
lie Economy, which was also referred to them . When all 
the necessary information shall have been thus collected, 
measures may be taken for the extinction of the evil. In 
the mean time, it is very important to arrest, if possible, 
its further progress, and your committee would suggest 
the propriety of prohibiting the raising by poor rates op 
assessments, in any future year, in any part of this com- 
monwealth, a greater sum than that levied by such rates 
or assessments during the present. Thus much it is bc^ 
lieved might be wisely and safely done at once. 

Your committee have not hitherto entered into the 
details of the system, but they will now offer one or two 
suggestions on the impropriety of some of its provisions. 

By the existing laws, any two justices or aldermen, 
on complaint made to them by the overseers or guar^ 
dians, may direct any person •* likely to become charge- 
able," to be removed to whatever place within the com- 
monwealth, they may consider as the place oflegal settle- 
ment of such person, unless the individual thus likely to be- 
come chargeable shall give sufficient security to discharge 
and indemnify the district or township. It is true that an 
appeal lies to the Mayor's Court or Quarter Sessions, from 
such order of removal, but in the mean time the order is 
executed and the man is dragged to perhaps a distant 
part of the state. If the oi5er of removal should bo 
quashed on an appeal, the consequence is, that perhaps 
just when the individual has become reconciled to ms 
new place of residence, he is liable to be seized and 
dragged back again. The expense of these removals 
and of the litigation of appeals ^m them, is not trifling; 
but this is not the worst The power is arbitrary and 
dangerous, and capable of being used tyrannically and 
oppressively; it is one to which no freeman, whose only 
offence is poverty, should ever be subjected. Those 
who are actually disabled by infirmity of any kind, 
should be relieved, if at all, at the place of their actual 
residence, and their proper township be called on to re- 
imburse tiie expense. As to the able bodied poor, if 
they desire assistance, they sliould be left to find theip 
own way, to the place in which they may be entitled to 
receive it. 

Your committee are desirous of calling the attention 
of the House to another highly objectionable feature of 
the present system, the mode of laying the rate. Tlie 
imposition of taxes, is one of the most important acts of 
legislation; and it is held to be essential to a govern- 
ment, founded on free and just principles, that a tax 
should be imposed by a body directly responsible to the 
people, and never by the same body by wliich Its pro- 
ceeds are afterwards to be expended, particularly wDen 
that expenditure cannot possibly be subjected to a reiy 
strict accountability. This principle, however, is viola- 
ted, in the existing mode of laying tiic poor nites» by 
the overseers and managers, with the approbation of 
two justices, or of a certain number of aldermen au4 
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jwtioesy and by the county commiiiioners, m mere mm-J 
Mteiiil officers, upon the requisition of the directors of 
the poor, m such counties as have an alms house and 
boose of employment. The necessity of obtuining the 
approbation 6t aldermen or justices, b not a check on 
which much reliance should be placed, in a matter of 
thiakind. Your conmiittee would suggest, that the 
poor nrtes should be bod throughout the State, b^ the 
Mne persons who impose the county taxes, and m the 
^ty of Philadelphia and annexed districts, by a concur- 
ttnt act of the respectiire corporations to whom the mu- 
nidipal f^ovemment is entrusted. No money should be 
iMwrowed to supply a deficiency in the funds, but by 
the same authority which is empowered, in the first in- 
•lance, to lay the rate. 

Your committee recommend to the House the follow- 
inr resolutions. 

1. Mesokfed, That it is expedient to provide by law for 
compelling the managers of the alms house, and the 
gttardians, overseers and directors of the poor, through- 
out the commonwealth, to transmit annually to the Se- 
cretary of State, to be by him laid before the legislature, 
* full account of the actual state of pauperism in their 
fi«spective counties, boroughs, townships and districts. 

2. Resolvedf That it is expedient to prohibit the nus- 
ing, by poor rates or assessments, in any future year, in 
mnv part of this commonwealth, a greater sum than « that 
raised by such rates or assessments during the present 
year. 

3 . Reaohed, That it b expedient to repeal so much of 
6ie several poor lavrs of thb commonwealth, as authori- 
ses the granting of orders of remoral, and to prohibit 
•QT overseers, directors, gxuuxlians or managers, from 
reueving any able bodied person, who may not be legal- 
ly settled in the place where such relief is granted. 

4. Boohed, That it is expedient to repeal so much of 
the poor laws of this commonwealth, as points out the 
inoie of making and laying poor rates and assessments, 
«nd to provide a mode of making and laying such rates 
and assessments more in conformity with the principles 
of our government 

5. Raohedf That the committee be instructed to 
faring in a bill or bills, in conformity with the principles 
of the above report and resdutions. 

For the foUowing three Documents we are indebted 
to the family of the late Dr. George Logan of Stenton — 
they throw light upon the early hbtory of the State. 

COPY OF A LETTER FROM THE COUNCIL TO 
THE PROPRIETOR WM. PENN. 

Pkilad. \Uh m mo. 1715. 
May it' please the Proprietor ! 

It would be matter of great satisfaction and comfort to 
us might these Tenders of our Respects find thee in the 
SMDe state of Health and in that vigour and serenity of 
lliought thou hast formerly been blessed with. Nor are 
w« without hopes from the late accounts we have had 
flf thy being at the Bath (as it is our most earnest de- 
sire) that God in hb mercy may be yet graciously pleas- 
ed to restore thee to the inspection of thy own affairs, 
fiom which, by so melancholy a cause thou hast been so 
long sequestered. 

^y Government here being by this means for so long 
a time denied the influence ofthy ordefs and directions, 
teks beei) no small unhappiness to it. Yet as we have been 
named of thy Council to assist in the Public Affairs of 
it, we hope, considering the discouragement we have 
lain under, we have not been wanting in using our en- 
deavours for thy interest and that of the Publick, which 
we take to be most intimately interwoven. But are sor^ 
Tf we have occasion to say that we caimot find means to 
bring these endeavours to the desired effect, and must 
at Mgih thii^ it our duty in plain terms to represent 
)fte OMtruc^ons which to us appear principaUy to cause 
inot onty from the natural unaptncss (in an uncommon 
4egree) in th(c Gentleman thou hast placed over us for 



that way of thinking which Government requires, but 
likewise to his strong distates and resentments against 
persons of what merit soever upon any supposition of a 
slight, or upon the most groundless whispers of those 
who ought to be below his notice. As also to his inflexi- 
bility and irreconcilable Temper upon any dissatisfaction 
or jealousy which his weakness renders him extremely 
lid^le to entertain. 

'Tis now about ten months since, upon his leaving' 
New Castle county without one magistrate in it, by his 
affixing on the Cotii-t house a winting to make void his 
last commission witliout issuing any other, in which state 
they continued many weeks, that we thought it incum- 
bent on us to remonstrate to him on that matter and some 
others wanting redress, in a representation of which the 
Secretary, we suppose, transmitted a copy. A month 
afker the date of that, a Commission was granted to per- 
sons several of whom were in that business, altogether 
new. His brother Birmingham the first named, waa 
absent, being Gone for Europe before, the next, a man 
of some little experience vizt. Isaac Coodin died very 
soon afler, and then there were only such ignorant and 
willfull persons left to act, that it became scandalous a 
county of such importance should be under their direc- 
tion. Nor was this the only unhappy County. In those 
three Lower, the Governor seems to claim a greater au- 
thority than elsewhere, and the weaker thy Right of 
Government is there he is persuaded that by the Royal 
Approbation his becomes the stronger, and hence all of 
them being more peculiarly under his own management 
have felt the effects of it. But his Seat being in New 
Castle county and therefore himself very often there, 
that neighbourhood have been made more particularly 
senrible of his conduct • » • • 

In the mean time on the complaints of divers from 
New Castle we were anxiously concerned for their cdn- 
dition. That County, because of its Inhabitants inter- * 
mixing with those of Maryland may be accounted ooy 
frontier to the other, as it is also to this Province by Sea, 
the disturbancies lately given by Maryland about our 
Boiyidaries and the great strength they conceived they 
had now obtained by the Youncf Lord Baltimore's suc- 
cession after his making himself a convert, makes it of 
very great importance that that County should be made 
easie, andastaras possible united. But besides this 
there is anottier consideration that upon the late advices 
from Europe very sensibly i^ects us, vizt. That in that 
County there are a g^at number of S weeds who have 
a Church at Christina, and who upon some conjunctures 
which may happen might not prove so friendly incKned 
to us as is consistent with our safety, for these People 
have of late been too much taken notice of by their 
original country, and by their using their own language 
and having their own ministers sent from time to time 
fW)m the Government of Sweden they have too much 
kept up the distinction of their nation from us, and as 
they are generally very loyal to their Prince, may on 
some occasion think of another sovereign than ours of 
Great Britain. As this is but a melancholy consideration 
should our Fleet find themselves involved in War in the 
Bdtic, so tho' all our endeavours can scarce be sufficient 
to render us secure, yet we cannot but think that all 
prudent precautions should be used. Both these con- 
siderations we have prest upon the Governor earnestly 
requesting him that laying aside all Reservments he 
would Commissionate such persons in the County with- 
out distinction as might be most capable to serve the 
Publick. Jasper Yeates, a man of the first Rank both 
for his Estate and Good sense, is removed wholly into 
that County and is Seated near the town. John French, 
tho* thro' a too ready an obedience to the commands ^ 
his Superiors*; he unhappily overrated it in the ^Talse 
Alarm,' has in general acquitted himself both with an 
ability and integrity not easily to be met with in these 
parts, of which the Lord Baltimore's friends are so sen-* 

• Gov, Evans is here alluded to. 
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vible that they have made him Great ofTera, (now when 
his necessities by reason of his Bisappointments very 
much straiten him) to remove to them and quit us. — 
Thef e two persons we thougfht our selves obliged more 
particularly to recommend to the Govemour and for 
diat purpose not long* ago, spent a whole evening till 
midnight with him but all to no purpose, he will rather 
forfeit all, even his life, he says rather than employ John 
French whom he loads with many frivolous and £^und- 
less calumnies, (tbo' if he will pay him what money he 
spent of his in England he offers at the same time to re- 
store him to all his places. Next mdi-ning two of us 
waited on him again in hopes the arguments used over 
night might have wrought upon him, and he was at 
length prevailed on to promise, which he often repeat- 
ed that excepting John French and his brother Birming- 
ham whom he would not have joined with Jasper Yeates 
he would commissionate any others that we should name 
to him. Their Court being just at hand we met again the 
same day and named such as we thought might be most 
cerviceable and agreeable to the Country, tho' in truth 
they are but poorly stocked at present with Persons of 
jibili^. But notwithstanding all his promises he retract- 
ed, and absolutely refused to Grant any new Commis- 
sion at all which we fear will have the worst effect be- 
cause he kept Several there in heart who were much 
dispirited by his late proceedings, some of us Staked all 
our credit with the Govemr. that it should t>e obtained. 
To the List presented, tho* drawn with the utmost im- 
partiallity objections were made almost to every person 
upon some oldJftesentment, but against Jasper Yeates 
nothing could be found but that he is the Proprietor's 
Enemy which we know can at this time have no manner 
of foundation but on the contrary that his undertaking 
to act (which some of us with much courting prevailed 
4>n him to promise,) would, as matters now stand be of 
very great service. — The signing of a legal Writt against 
Lis Brother, which no Justice when applied to dare 
without perjury deny, the faulting of his mtermeddling 
with or directing the Justices in the business of the 
Court, which is contrary to Law, or any other act that 
fiUls not in with making his passions the Rule and Stan- 
dud of Justice to the People, seems to be crime suifi- 
^CDt to exclude any man. 

JohnYrench was formerly a most approved officer 
with him till on that unhappy business of Park's Ship, 
and Sloop, the Governor sent him- to England; John ex- 
pected his Part of the Prize as Informer, but in his ab- 
^nce the Governor had dissipated the whole Cargfo ex- 
4:epting a small matter he could not reach, at his Return 
Jonn being highly provoked, taxed the Governor with 
dieting disbonounJ>ly and ruining him, and from hence 
the quarrel proceeded. But if uie Governor fuled of 
niinii^ him before, he cannot well deny, we believe, 
but he has heartily endeavoured it since. His Clerk's 
office must be taken'from him because a Breach of the 
Peoples Privileges, V which is, that upon a vacancy the 
Justices may present three persons to the Governor for 
his choice to appoint one. John, soon afler his arrival 
vnuting on the Justices had their hearty approbation be- 
fore he published ye Commission and they immediately 
qualifiea him and took his Deputy's security, who was 
well approved of also by the Court as a person brought 
tip to the business; the Governor sometime after not- 
withstanding gave a Fusedeas to his Commission, but 
upon the interposition of the Commissioners of Proper- 
ty in thy behalf requesting him thiit he would not fly in 
the face of thy authority, h£ withdrew it and suffered 
him still to hold the place. The Assembly of those 
Counties afterwards took notice of this violence done to 
thy authority; but tho' both the Assembly and the court 
approved both of the commission and their clerk, it can- 
not be forgiven as al breach of the Peoples Privilege. — 
Which would he as well observe in other cases might 
have some colour with it; But while he declares that he 
who will give most money shall have any place in his 
diq>osAl, when he lately put the oflfice of clerk for Kent 



county to Sale to the best Bidder and took a conAden^ 
tionforit When last Fall he actually sold even the 
Sheriffs place for this city and county for 30 Pistoles to 
the person who now holdis it, the other pretence becomes 
but an aggravation. 

But we have dwelt too long on this subject to which 
we were induced thro' a consideration of the great Im- 
portance of New Castle county, and how necessary it is 
that John French be continued in it. But by keeping 
a Deputy in that Clerk's place for whom he must pro- 
vide, he feels so little advantage by it, that being much 
straitned other ways it &I]s far short of yieldinr a sub- 
sistance, and his best services in that county would lie in 
a more active way. The People yearly chogse hun for 
Sheriff but the Governor will by no means comnusaioB* 
ate him. We therefore think it our duty to recommend 
this affair to thee, for if we can judge in the matter wo 
believe it will be very much for thy interest and the 
country's security that he above all others should be 
Sheriff of that County and therefore hope, if this man 
continues thou wilt give him thy positive orders to pre- 
fer him in the place, if the People choose and present 
him, for tho' 'tis objected that those two offices of She- 
riff and Clerk oqght not to be in the same person, wc 
conceive in this case they can scarce be accounted so, 
for John needs not concern himself in the clerk's office 
his Deputy wholly managing it, who himself has giveu 
the security required for the just discharge of it; and 
without some such support we are sensible John cannot 
possibly subsist among us, But must remove to those who 
will know better how to value him as an officer, and the 
consequences of his loss before the differences with the 
Lord Baltimore are over should there be nothing else to 
be apprehended, might prove very unhappy to thy in- 
terest and that county, tho' the Governor not only de- 
sires, but seems to labour it. 

We cannot omit on this occasion furthur to hint That 
if there should be a breach with Sweeden, especially 
should France espouse their Quarrel, or even without 
that conaderation, It may be requisite to represent to 
the ministry the state of this River where there arc nich 
numbers of those People, especially when the Indtana 
of America seem so unsettled with whom these old In- 
habitants have a more intimate acquaintance than any 
other. 

May it please the Proprietor! 
It is with no small concern we find ourselves obliged 
to give thee the trouble of such a Representation . But 
as our Fortunes and Families are fixed to this place, and 
as more is expected from us than others by reason of the 
Trust we have undertaken, we should be deficient in 
our duty to thee, to the Country and ourselves should 
we continue silent and leave thee wholly uninformed of 
our condition. We therefore in behalf of thy whole 
Government beseech thee to take these matters into thy 
serious consideration. Or, if it should please God still 
to continue thy visitation, we as earnestly denre of ^oae 
who have the care of thy concerns, and whose business 
it will be to peruse and consider this, not to pass over 
with disregard what we are obliged thus to represent, 
but that we may be favoured with an answer. In other 
affairs of Government such as Legislation, we have freely 
spent our time and labour in exerting ourselves the inore, 
by reason of the Governors inability, of which he is to 
senable in those affairs, that he makes himself little mole 
than passive, and on such occasions it gives us some 
trouble to cast a veil over his defects in the sight of the 
Assembly that they may not too Glaringly appear, tho* 
'tis impossible wholly to cover them. But m^ his pas- 
sions and Resentments against men he shews himself so 
fully, that all endeavours prove generally too fruitless. 
We must therefore request, if 'tis expected that a Coun- 
cil should undergo the figitigue of attending him. He 
may have such orders for his future condqct, (if he 
must be continued over us) thatPublick affairs m»y be 
managed with more ease, Regularify and steadiness, for 
few men in a Publick character ever stood n»oi^ in ficed 



Digitized by 



Google 



t«B] 



GOV£RKOtl^ MESSAGES. 



71 



of couinel) and as few periuipi have been nfore difficult 
to be persuaded by it 

' With which, and our hearty desires for thy health and 
prosperity, and with sincere Lore to thyself and family, 
ve shall conchide. 

Thy real and afiectionate fTriends 

Signed JOSEPH GROWDON, 

GRIFFITH OWEN, 
ROBERT ASHETON, 
RICHARD HILL, 
ISAAC NORRtS, 
^ONATH. DICKINSON, 
8AML. PRESTON, 
JAMES LOGAN. 

€b}D>y of a Pttiiion firm Conodahbo Kitw of the SusquC' 
memmna or Conoatqgo IndUm»t ana of MecaUona^ 
nine of the Shawneae^ against Sy heater CUtrland^ Jonas 
JSrskint and J* Reed, 
To the Right Honourable Williax Pxkk, Proprietor 
and Governor of the Province and Territories or Penn- 
sylvania. The humble petition of Conadahbo, king 
of the Susquehanna Indians, and Mecailona king of 
the Gavino Indians, in behalf of themselves and their 
people, humbly showeth. 

That last fall four strange Indians came from the 
feMTth ward amongst them, and which they did, from their 
clothing, suppose to have been servants to some Chris- 
tiaiis, and the said Mecailona coming to discourse with 
them, found one woman with her son to be nearly relate 
ed to the king of the naked Indians, and he took her 
home to his house, and kindly entertained her and her 
son, intending with the first opportunity to redeem her 
from her master and return her and her child safe to her 
relations, hoping thereby to settle a lasting peace with 
the SMd naked Indians, which might have been of great 
importance to the petitioners as well as to the inbabi* 
tants of thb government, tliey being a powerfiil nation, 
and hath often molested these petitioners, as well in their 
towns at Susquehanna as in their hunting quarters; these 
petitioners being the frontier inhabitants of this govern- 
n^nt Now so it is that last winter came Sylvester 
Garland and Jonas Arskin to the petitioners, and pro- 
duced a paper with a large seal, and pretended it was a 
warrant from the Governor for to require them to deliver 
the said Indians, but Mecailona, one of these petitioners, 
not beheving the same to be true, refused to deliver the 
iaid Indians; nevertheless the said Garland and Arskin, 
about ten days after came again, along with James Reed, 
and then produced another paper with a large seal, and 
again demanded the said Indians in the Governor's name, 
and afiumed that the said Reed was the next man to the 
Governor, and to confirm the same the said Reed put off 
his wu^, and said, " You may see by this I am a great 
man, for that 1 have two heads." Nevertheless one of 
the petitioners, Mecailona, did not believe him, nor gfive 
creoit to their words, still believing all tbe^ said to be 
fidse pretences, and all for the lucre of gain; and still 
refusmg to deliver them up for the same. Whereupon 
the said Sylvester, Heed, and Arskin, threatened the 
laid petitioners that they would reti?rn and come arain 
with 600 men. and cut o A* these petitioners with 'all their 
fiunilies, for that they had refused to obey tlie Gover- 
iKkr*4 Older, and the demand of him by Read his second 
man in the government, which put this petitioner M|r 
callondn such fear that he delivered up to them the In- 
dians that were with him. 

Conadahbo, king of the Susqnehanna Indians, com* 
phuns, that he and all his men being abroad, Sylvester 
Garland came to his house, and demanded the two In- 
dians that were in his custody, and said they were his 
servants, but the women answering him that they did 
not believe him, and for that reason would not deliver 
them— -The said Sylvester threatened that he would 
fetch forty men and carry them all away and make ser- 
vants of them all, and then riding awav in great fiuy, two 
of tlie liadians' dogs followed bim, which dogs, be with 



pistols, shot dead upon the place, to the great terror of 
the women. And about ten days after returned with 
James Reed, and siud that man was their master, which 
he the said Reed affirmed, and said he had paid much 
money for them, and laid down several match «oa(» 
which he said he would give them for taking them up^ 
but the women not believing that the said Reed was their 
true master, refused to dcUver them up, and conveyed the 
women away, whereupon the said Garland laid hold of 
one of the chief of the women with violent hands, and 
threatened to carry her away, and make her a servant, 
which being put in great fear she was forced to do, al- 
though they had good cause to believe she did not be- 
long to them. All which deportment and threatenings, 
hath put these petitioners and their people into such 
fear, tnat ever since they have been wholly unsettled, 
and have not made to this day any preparation for plant- 
ing their com, but have continued in a moving posture 
in fear of being cut off, and that without anjr just cause 
given by them. But having been fiuthfully informed of 
the Governor's love, g^ood will, and favour, towards the 
rest of the inhabitants of this government, as well In* 
dians as Christians, have reason to hope to receive at 
least an equal share of favour and protection under him 
as the rest of our brethren, and with that confidence 
pray that it may please the Governor to accept of us a» 
his true friends. And afford us future relief and protec- 
tion as true subjects and faithful friends may reasonably 
expect from so honourable and virtuous a Governor a» 
thy actions hath hitherto proclaimed thee; and therein 
shall ever command in. 

Thy true servants and faithful friends, 

CONODAHBO, [Ind. Seal] his mark. 
The mark [Ind. Seal] o/MECALLONA* 
Dated at Brandy wine the Ist of the 3d month, 1700. 

COPY OF QUEEN MARY'S LETTER TO W. FENN 
Upon the restoration of his government, 1694. 

Trusty and well beloved, we greet you well, whereas 
upon your humble petition and application to us to be 
restored to the administration of the g^emment of our 
province of Pensilvania, country of New Castle, and the 
I'erritories depending thereon, whereof you are proprie- 
tor, in America. And upon the good assurance you fiaye 
given to US, that you will take care of the govemment of 
our said province and country, and provide for the safety 
and security thereof all that in you lies. We have been 
graciously pleased to restore you to the administration of 
the govemment of our said province and country, and 
for that purpose to revoke so much of our commission to 
our trusty and well beloved Benjamin Fletcher, Esq, 
bearing date the 21st day of October 1692, whereby he 
is appointed our Captain-General and Governor in Chief 
of our said province, country, and territories. 

And so not doubting of your ready and chearf\il obe^ 
dience to our Royal plaMire, in a matter wherein the 
security and preservation, as well of our ffood subjecta 
within our province of Pensilvania, as of all our subje<^ 
inhabiting in those parts of America is so much concern- 
ed; we bid you ftrewell/ Given at our court at White- 
hall this twelity-first day of August, 1694, in the nith 
year of oar reign. 

By her Majesties command, 

I. TRENCHARD. 

From a duplicicate copy at Stenton. 

MESSAGES OF THE GOVERNORS. 
Several persons have expressed a wish to have re^^ 
corded in the Register, a regular series of the Message* 
or Speeches of the Governors of this State since the 
adoption of our present constitution. To comply "with 
their wishes, and as documents connected with the his* 
tory of the state, we commence with the speech of Go^ 
vemor Manns to the Assembly on the S2d day of De* 
cember, 1790. 
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Gentlemen of the Annate, and House of Bepresentaiivea, 

There cannot be a fairer subject for congratulation, 
than that which the establishment of a new constitution 
presents, at this time, to every patriotic citizen of I*enn- 
sylvania. The wisdom, the candour, and the liberality 
of the late Convention, have not only pi'oduced a system 
that promises political energy and happiness to the 
state, but have been the means of diffusing- tha blessings 
of confidence and concord among* the people. A just 
sense of the common interest has happily prevailed; and 
for the advancement and security of that interest, we 
are now convened to organize and administer a govern- 
ment, which has been sanctioned by the wannest ap- 
probation, and is supported by the best wishes of our 
constituents. 

The task assig^ned to us is not, however, less difHcult 
than it is important: For, whether we analyse the nature 
and extent of our relative connexion with the Union, or 
contemplate the increased population of the common- 
wealth, the extensive cultivation of her soil, the flourish- 
ing state of her commerce, and the enterprising spirit of 
her inhabitants, we shall be equally impressed with the 
magnitude and variety of the objects, that demand the 
care and consideration of the government. But reflect- 
ing, on the other hand, that to cherish the springs of na- 
tional felicity and opulence, by encouraging industry, 
disseminating knowledge, raising our social compact 
upon the permanent foundations of liberty and virtue, 
must be pleasing to that Being by whom the order and 
harmony of the universe were established, we shall find 
a great and constant consolation, amidst all the difficul- 
ties of prosecuting our public duties, and are justified in 
a grateful hope, that our zeal, and our labours for the 
prosperity of our country,^ \vill not be vain and ineffec- 
tual. 

I am, sensible, gentlemen, that the reputation and suc- 
cess of government depend, in a great degfree, upon the 
conduct of its officers, and the good understanding that 
subsists among them. Permit me, therefore, to take 
this first opportunity to bespeak a mutual confidence 
between the Legislative and Executive departments. 
As public sen'ants, our duties, our interests, and our ob- 
jects, are the same; and so perfectly do I rely upon your 
wisdom and integrity, that mr every act which can pro- 
mote the common weal, or which is necessary to accom- 
plish the patriotic views of the Legislature, you may be 
assured, on my part, of the most cheerful assistance and 
co-operation; while, on your part I am persuaded, that 
I sbalt experience a cordial support in the constitutional 
exercise of my official powers, since, next to the ambi- 
tion of promoting the happiness of our fellow citizens, 
and of advancing the honour and reputation of the com- 
monwealth, I shall ever cherish the desire of conciliating 
and deserving your esteem. 

As soon, gentlemen, as the necessary arrangements 
chall he made, I will la^ before you such business, as 
vill, in my opinion, rcquure your attention in the present 
sssnon. 

THOMAS MIFFUN. 

Gentkmen of Senate and House of Eepreseniaiives, 

In considering the present circumstances of the com- 
monwealth, her finances will necessarily claim an early 
attention; and the representations that have formerly 
been made to the legislature, by the Comptroller-Gene- 
ral and Register-General, will yield abundant encourage- 
ment, from the comparative state of the public wants 
and resources, to undertake the estaolishment of a more 
perfect 8^'stem for the punctual collection and faithful 
application of the revenues. The embarrassments of the 
treasury, indeed, have principally arisen from a defect in 
this respect; for the slow and precarious collection of 
the taxes has occasionallhr obliged the treasurers to di- 
vert the several funds of the state from thfc objects for 
which they were peculiarly designed; and, eventually, 
the delinquency, or insolvency, of the collectors, has 



too often absorbed the means of replacing the' smut thvt 
disbursed, in season to comply with the original appro- 
priations. The Comptroller-General and Register-Ge" 
neral have laid before you a comprehensive view of tlie 
situation of the treasury; and when you have eiasuned 
the various funds created by the different acts of Asseui' 
bly, their objects, and their deficiencies (either on ac- 
count of an inadequate product, or of an estrangvrocut 
from their proper use) I submit to your judgment, the 
expediency of taking measures to render them ultimate-' 
ly competent to the views of the legislature, and to pre« 
vent the necessity, as well as the power, of any ftiture 
alienations. For I am persuaded you will think wiUime, 
that a strict and certain collection of the unarc^dfeble 
impositions of government not only equalizes, but tends 
to diminish the public burthens; and that a regular and 
certain adherence to the legislative engagements, aa it 
affords the best evidence ofpublic faith, will be the iur« 
est means of establishing public credit 

It is with great satisfaction, rentlemen, that I le*^ 
your attention to the prospect of a total extinguishment 
of the public debt, \i hich will furnish a strong induce^ 
ment to your exertions upon this subject Bendea the 
current expenses of the government, it appears that tbe 
faith of Pennsylvania is pledged for the redemption of 
the bills of credit emitted in June 1780, in AprU \T%\f 
and in March 1785; for the redemption of the State-Is- 
land money, and the Resolve and Commonwealth mO" 
ney, fortlie redemption of the funded and militia certxfi' 
cates, the depreciation certificates, the certificates isMied 
for interest, by virtue of the act of March 1783, Ae cer- 
tificates given for horses and provisions during the war/ 
will become irredeemable on the first of January next, 
in consequence of the limitation prescribed by law> 
when, likewise, all the obsolete and unliquidated c]nni» 
agninst the state will be for ever barred. If, therefore, 
a due regard is paid to the arrangements which have 
been made for exonerating the commonwealth of her 
debts, it is highly probable, that, at the close of &e en* 
suing year, the funded or militia certificates, the depre- 
ciation certificates, the pension list, and the proprietuy 
grant, will constitute the only incumbrance on uie pubir 
lie revenue; and even a great part of this, fix)m the •!«• 
sorption of the land-office, the nature of the debt, or 
the necessary progress of periodical payments, most 
eventually become extinct 

Having thus viewed the state of the public debt, pcr^ 
mit me, gentlemen, cursorily to trace the sovrces, hf 
which you will perceive, that if they were not retarded, 
or intercepted, m their course, the treasury ought to be 
amply supplied for the discharge of every demand. lw>. 
dependent of the ordinary taxes on the varioo»khids of 
licenses, on sales at auctions, and on legal process, the 
veiy arrearages of taxes have grown into a fund, fronr 
which, (though constantly decreasing) a considerable 
aid must for some time longer be occasionally derired^ 
The excise, though it has not hitherto been as produc- 
tive as mig^t justly have been expected, or as it may be 
rendered, is, likewise, a resource of importance, but fia- 
ble to be assumed by Congress. And the land-office, 
rich in the arrearages due for unpatented lands, is ai» 
instrument actively employed in the reduction of the 
public debt, and promises, in that respect, to g r a ttf y oar 
most sanguine expectations. On the 1st of January, the 
tax, called the funding tax, will of course rerive? and 
idthough, in your wisdom, you may deem it expedient t<r 
permit its operation for another year, yet, when the di^ 
minution of pubHc obligation which I have anticipated 
shall take place, and the claims of PemsylTanla a^aSost 
the Union shall become an actual source of rerenue^you' 
will, I am confident, feel a nncere pleasure in the c^por- 
nity oftotally discontinaincrthat charge upon the indus- 
try and property of our fellow citizens. 

It is then an honourable consideration, that the annual' 
interest of those continental claims, which yield the moot 
decisive testimony of the alacrity and perseyeranoe of 
this state in prosecuting the great objects of the i 
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tall myi apon ftKftiotyible estimAte, be rendered suffi- 
eienty in the course of a few years, to discharge all the 
remaimnf obligations, and to defray all the incidental 
expenses of gporemment In oi-der, therefore, gentle- 
men, to prevent any iiynrious delay in a business of such 
importance, allow me particularly to recommend to your 
attention the act of congress providing for the debts of 
the United ilUtes. It is proper that the sense of the 
legialatui'e should be speedily expressed respecting the 
Kmn, which that aet proposes to the creditors of the 
Unions and I am persuaded, that, while you examine 
the terms with all tbe necessary regard to the mterests 
of Peaavylnmia, tou wiU not be uninfluenced in your 
delibcmtiofis by that attachment to the honor and pros- 
pen^ of tbe general ^Temrnent, which has hitherto 
^■tinruiilied tbe political character of the common- 

j^idcr the impreaaiona that I hare communicated, I 
caanat forbear enibrchig, gentlemen, the salutary policy 
€f dcflCroying the balances of the Tarious emissions of 
paper money, as ftst as they are deposited in the public 
Jeaaofy. It is not merely the reputation of completing 
ie|;iaUttre i7Stems» or the advantage of gradually df- 
mmitiuM the public debt, which this measure tends to 
cnaorei but it becomes peculiarly interesting, as it must, 
likewise, be the means of checking the spirit of specu- 
fetioB, which always produces a pernicious fluctuation 
•f property, and too generally taints the principles of 
keilevotence, i>atriotism and nAorality. A considerable 
part of the emission, which is commonly termed dollar- 
money, has been retained for some time in the hands of 
tiie eoatinental loan-officer; and there may, perhaps, 
ariae a reasonable doubt, whether it is the property of 
Ibo state, or of the Union: but at all events, 1 refer to 
your consideration the propriety of entering into a ne- 
|^o6ation with congress for the redelivery, or redemp- 
iKKiy of this iBoney, that, with the other similar engage- 
BAenlB of the eommonweidth, it may at once be remov- 
ed firom the poaaibility of bcung introduced into public 
eireuktion. « 

Tbe regulation of coins, and the establishment of 
ataadards for weights and measures, being of high im- 
portance to the revenues, as well as to the commerce of 
the state, it will j^re you satis&ction to And that con- 
grcaa, in conformity to their constitutional powers, have 
taken those subjects into serious consideration; but, un« 
less • geneinl phm shall soon be promnlged by that ho- 
ttorahle boay, you will, perhaps, And it expedient to re- 
vise the acta of assembly for regulating weights and 
menanres, ao aa to obviate some doubts which have oo- 
cotred with respect to the right of the Mayor, or Cor- 
pevatiwn^ of the city of Philadelphia to appoint a keeper 
of n standaid, in exclusion of the officer appointed for 
ttie eounty; and also to designate, with more certainty, 
tiie g«neml standards of the state: and for your informa- 
tioni I shall hiy before vou the opinion of the Attomey- 
Oeneial upon thb subject 

The conftised state of our municipal law has long;* 
been malter of comphdnt Its inconveniences have 
heaftlbk in every department of government; while the 
sMbtnsnt Iarg6, from this cause, have found it difficult 
tnnhCiin that degree of information respecting the acts 
•f <he leffMatnre, which is necessary to guide their con- 
4mOttt and to enable them to jtidge of the conduct of 
iKk veprenentittives. Although the subject has been 
nmmkmy snggssted fbr the consideration of the Gene- 
tU Amembty, &e present period seems peculiarly pro- 
»for undertaking the revision and reformation of 
dCi iiinee the organization of the federal govem- 
, asid the establish ment of the state constitution, 
kemsore certainty and permanency in such regula- 
i nt you nay iKht think it is proper to adopt. In 
V, the?«fere, to lay the fbundation of a comprehen- 
iiWiWiil ectisfiictory system, allow me to recommend the 
cnrijf nmehitnient of a pieraon of competent talents, 
an^llMi hrfbcntation, to prepare a general digestof the 
Iwn wft your sGnmhMMion; who, bendes incorporating i 
Vot.IL la 



the supplemental with the original acts, and bringing 
la\i^ upon the same subject into orte point of view — be* 
sides expunging such acts as are become obsolete, and 
omitting the detail of such as are merely of a private 
nature— shall be instructed to report the various statutes 
of the British parliament, which, without the legislative 
sanction of Pennsyltania, have obtained a binding force 
in her jurisprudence, inconsequence of the usage of 
her citizens, or the jud^ents of her courts. 

Before this g^reat object can be accomplished, how- 
ever, the circumstances in which we are placed, by the 
operation of the federal system, and the new form of 
our domestic constitution, will require some very mate- 
rial amendments and alteration in our laws. The im- 
post laws, the laws respecting a court of admiralty, the 
establishment of a board of wardens for the port of Phi- 
ladelphia, and for the regulation of the nulitia, with ma- 
ny other acts of assembly, which will naturally occur in 
the course of your deliberations, are either entirely an- 
nihilated, or partially affected, by the jurisdiction and 
laws of the United States. Your desire to cherish ft 
mutually beneflcial harmony between the Union and its 
constituent members will, therefore, induee you gentle- 
men, to pursue the most eiBTectual measures for remov- 
m^ every ground, on which their interest or their plans 
mi^ht possibly appear to clash. And, particuuu'ly, 
while I congratulate you on the choice which the fede- 
ral government has made for its temporary residence, I 
am convinced that you feel a sincere disposition to con- 
cur with me in rendering this event satisfactory to that 
honorable body, and advantagetms to the commonwealth. 
Under the influence of similar sentiments, the city and 
county of Philadelphia have prepared accommodations 
for the President of the United States and Congress, 
and the late Executive Council have assigned a part of 
the buildings of the State House for the use of their 
officers. You will decide, gentlemen, how far it is likely 
neceaymry, upon this occasion, to extend the exception 
in the tenth section of the act for the gradual abolition 
of slavery, so as to prevent any controversy with respect 
to domestic slaves Drought hither by public characters/ 
citizeris of other states, who, though neither members 
of congfress, nor foreign ministers or consuls, are obli- 
ged personally to attend at the seat of the national go- 
vernment 

As to the laws which require an immediate revision, on 
account of tbe new structure of our state government, 
you will find that they principally relate to the exercise 
of the executive authonty, under its former modification. 
The seal of the state was placed by the late constitution 
in the custody of the executive council. In the busi- 
ness of the land-office, all patents are directed to be 
signed by tiie president, or vice president, in council, 
and countersi^ed by the secretary of council; the fonn 
<rf tbe patent runs in the name of the Supreme Execu- 
tive Council, and adl warrants of acceptance, survey, re- 
survey, and partition, are to be sig^ned by the president^ 
or vice president The sales of the different descrip- 
tions of public lands, and the titles of the respective pur- 
chasers, are to be made and granted by the authority of 
the president and council, who are likewise enjoinea to. 
orderand superintend the survey of the lands apprO;. 
priated by the legislature for the endowment of public 
schools. The constitution of the board of property 
(which I find has already been an object of your consi- 
deration) renders the attendance of the presit^nt, or 
vice president, and a member of the executive council, 
essentially necessary to its proceedings; nor upon the 
entry of a caveat, can any citation be issued, or a dr^ of 
hearini^ be appointed, by the secretary of tiie land-ofBcc^ 
without the previous approbation of tlie president or 
vice president. In the departments of the comptroller* 
general, the register generali and tbe treasurer, the final 
settlement of accounts rests upon the examination and 
approbation of the executive council; or, in case a con- 
troversy should arise upon the statements of those offi- 
cers, the allowance of an appeal, orlhe institution of a 
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suit, and all the subsequent transactions, are implicitly tants of the executive authority, thougli now rendered 
referred to the direction of the same body. The trea- etiential to the regular administration <.f the public af- 
surer is also prohibited from paying any monies, but by fairs, I am confident that you will make such a dispom- 
varrants drawn by the executive council; wUhout their tion of them, as shall be best calculated to acoompliih 
direction, the comptroller-general is precluded from ' the beneficial purposes for which they were respectively 



calling the commissioners and treasurers of the co<mties 
to account; the presence of two of their members is 
made indispensab'e in the business of exchanging the 
new-loan ceitificates, agreeably to the provisions of the 
act of assembly; and the instalments due to the late 
proprietaries (with many other public engagements) 
arc to be paid by their order. Under the act for regfu- 
latine bankruptcy, the president is required to take the 
petitioning creditor's bond, and to issue the commission; 
he may enlarge the term of the bankrupt's surrender, 
and after having administered an oath or affirmation to 
the bankrupt, that the certificate of the commissioners 
was fairly obtained, he is to testify its allowance under 
the seal of the state. The president is further ajLithoii- 
fed to grant mairiage, tavern, and other licenses; he is 
appointed one of the licensers of the theatre; and, ex 
officio, he is one of the trustees of the university, and 
patron of the philosophical society. In short, to the 
prendent and executive covincil so g^at a variety of 
appeals and reports were directed to be made — by them 
io great a variety of commissioners, and other officers, 
were to be appointed fcir specific services — before them 
80 g^eat a variety of official qualifications and sureties 
were to be taken — and on them the supcrintendance of 
80 g^at a variety of public objects devolved — that a 
particulai' recapitulation would at this time be impiacti- 
cable, and, by enactinr a gcneial and comprehensive 
law upon the subject, it may, I think, be rendered un- 
necessary till the completion of that system, which I 
have already recommended to your attention. 

With this view, therefore, 1 beg leave to suggest, 
that all the alterations immediately requisite to accomo- 
date the acts of assembly to the recent change in the 
executive department, besides providing for the estab- 
Eshment of a s ate seal, its custody, and the power of 
affixing it to official certificates and other public instru- 
ments, may, probably, be classed under, the following 
general descriptions: 

1st. Cases, in which an oath or affirmation was to be 
administered, or in which bonds or recognizances were 
directed to be given to, or taken befoi e, the president 
and executive council, or (he president, or vice president, 
or in which such bonds and recognizances were to be 
approved by them, or any of them. 

2dly: Cases, in which the president and executive 
council were to appoint commissioners, or other officers, 
for specific purposes, to supply vacancies, and to furnish 
instructions. 

Sdlyr Cases, in which the president and executive 
council, or the president, or vice president, were to make 
sale of the public lands, to g^ant patents, to sign ^^' 
rants of acceptance, survey, re-survey, and partition; 
to execute deeds, to issue commissions, to allow certifi- 
cates, to grant licenses, and to receive the returns or re- 
ports of commissioners. 

4tbly. Cases, in which the president and executive 
council were to receive statements or reports from the 
comptroller-general, registcr-genefal, or treasurer; and 
thereupon, as the occasion might require, to confirm the 
same, or to allow appeals, and direct suits. 

Sthly. Case«», in which the president and supreme ex- 
ecutive council, or any part of that body, were necessa- 
ry to the transactions of the board of property, to exe- 
cute the regulations respecting the exchange of new- 
loan certificates, or to carry into effect any other legisla- 
tive provisions. And, 

6thly. Cases, in which the president was, by virtue 
of his office, a patron or member of any corporate insti- 
tution. 

You will undoubtedly, gentlemen, provide, with all 
proper despatch, for the exercise of these various pow- 
er8{ and, as many df them arc not necessarily concomi- 



created. 

I cannot leave this subject, gentlemen, without addtng- 
a wish that your attention may be directed, in the course 
of your proceedings, to a general review of the consti- 
tution and management of the public offices, particular- 
ly of those, in which the accounU of the state arc ad- 
justed, and by which its revenues arc collected or re- 
ceived. To facilitate that investigation, I shall trannnit 
to you the copies of letters which were addressed, by 
the different ofiicers, to the late executive coavdl, io 
compliance with a requisition of the board. From 
these you will derive some useful hints for improve- 
ments; and 1 rely upon the wisdom of the legislatiire, 
for devising such other arrangements as will ei^ectaafly 
establish order and accuracy, energy and econMoy, m 
every public department. 

1 am happy in being able to inform ycti, from the re* 
presen^itions of the judees of the supreme court and 
of the attorney general, that the leni^ of our penal law 
has not occasioned any increase of cnmes; but that, on 
the contrary, unce the adoption of the new vegu)«tioii» 
respecting the confinement and labour of convicts, the 
number of oflTences have been comparatively few. 8om» 
amendmrnts, however, fre still wanting, to render the 
administration of justice n>ore easy, certain and expedi- 
tious; and, for the present, allow me to suggest the utifi- 
ty of legislative provisions, — for defraying the expense 
of commitment and removal from one county to anoth- 
er, — for bringing fugitive felons from, or sending them 
to, other states — for securing to the officers of justice, 
to witnesses, and to jurors, the payment of their reapec- 
tive fees and compensations — for making it a part ef the 
punishment, on a conviction for robbery or borgiary,' 
that the offender should restore thfe goods stolen, or th^ 
value — and for vesting a discretionary power in the res-- 
pective courts, to pimisli by whipping, or other corpo- 
real punishment, such slaves as are convicted of rob-^ 
bery, or of burglary, or of manslaughter, instead of con- 
finement and surety for g^od behaviour in the one caae,^ 
and confinement to hard labour in the other; the pro^ 
piiety of which alteration arises ftom considering, that 
the punishment now falls in a very g^reat degp^e upon: 
the innocent master, who, indeed, is fully compensated 
by law, if the delinquent slave should be executed, bat 
receives no equivalent, if he should be confined during' 
life. In addition to these, it will be expedient to make 
a provision for the punishment of offences ooHunitted 
during the continuance of the act for the amendment of 
the penal laws, passed on the 15th day of Becember,* 
1786; and this may easily be effected, by reviving that 
act (which was incautiously repealed) so fiir as relates 
to such oflTences. You will, likewise, find it necesaatw 
to supply the defect, which, in consequence of the al- 
teration of the term in the. supreme court, renders it im- 
possible to place a writ of capias against a person indict- 
ed in a court of oyer and terminer, in the sberifTabands^ 
three months before the return day, agfreeably tethe re* 
quisitions of the act of assembly passed in the year 171 8,^ 
in order to outlaw a capital onTender. In what o^er 
Fsspects the mode of outUiwry might be improved, and* 
how flu* it might be advantageously extended to cases,- 
which are no longer capital, I submit to your judgment 
and determination. 

The very laudable attention whioh government haa 
hitherto paid to the survey of roads and rivers ia a coiv 
elusive proof of the importance of the object^' while it 
furnishes an example highly deserving your imitation. 
Every day, indeed, produces an additions! incentive to 
persevere in improvements of this kind. The strength 
of an increased population — the wealth of an extenioeci 
cultivation — and the commercial pohcyy of ensuring tho^ 
transportation of our produce from the interior couiitk* 
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(to the capital-^Are all dependent upon the ease and fa- 
cility of the communications that are established throug^h- 
out the state; and, when we consider Pennsylvania not 
I only as the route that actually connects the extreme 
' members of the Union, but as a natural avenue from the 
J tthores of the Atlantic to the vast regions of the western 
j territory, imagination can hardly paint the magnitude of 
i the scene which demands our industry, nor hope exag- 
; {pemte the richness of the rewartl which solicits our en- 
joyment. 

I shall !ay before you the reports of the commission- 
tf% who, in pursuance of the act of assembly, were res- 
pectively appointed to explore the western waters, and 
to view the Susquehanna, the Delaware, and other east- 
ern parts of the state. In these reports a very accurate 
mwl circumstantial detail is contained, and it is to be ho- 
ped that an immediate execution of the plans that arc 
•••ffy^tcd, niay not be deemed mexpedient 

The subsisting laws for repairing and improving the 
public high-ways appear, in many cases, to be inadequate 
to those important obJ» cts, and will likewise require 
youp Attention. As it generally happens that ihh part 
of the road which is most difficult to bo kept in good 
o»d«» lies in mount^nous, thinly inhabited aiul tmpro- 
4)uctire districts, I am well informed that some of the 
courts have been induced to adopt a very improper ex- 
pedient for alleviating this inconvcniency, by leaving 
such districts within the bounds of every township? and 
thus they have no snpervisors of the high-ways, nor in- 
deed »ny other township officer, to superintend or di- 
rect tJiis salutary branch of public policy. 

While, gentleman, we are thus attentive to the im- 
provement of the natural advantages of our country, I 
e^y the most pleasing confidence, that an equal regard 
wUl be paid to the interest of science. By the well di- 
rected bounty of former legislatures, uniting with the 
meritorious diKgence of private citizens, seminaries of 
learning have been dispersed throughout the state; and 
we have afa«ady the satisfaction to behold the University 
of Pennsylvania and the College of Philadelphia rival- 
foig, with a laudable ambition, the scholastic fame of the 
aost ancient institutions. To multiply, regulate, and 
strengthen the sources of education is, indeed, the duty, 
aad must be the delight, of every wise and virtuous go- 
▼emment; for the experience of America has evinced 
that knowledge, while it makes us sensible of our rights 
as men, enforces our obligations as members of society. 
Under your auspices, therefore, gentlemen, our fellow 
citizeiis mav reasonably hope that every measure will be 
lidopte^ which is necessary to establish science on a pure 
tad faJMl^g foundation. 
OenOmm of the Senate and 
Houae 9f IUpre$entaiive8, 

' As the importance of precedents' and first impres- 
ttoof^irill naturally excite your care and circumspection 
In the arduous task of oi^nizing our constitution, it 
would be superfluous to trouble you upon this subject, 
Any further than to bring to your view some laws, which 
■eem to be particularly necessary. Permit, me, there- 
fore to call your attention to an act for regulating 
wages and compensations— an act for appointing subor- 
dinate officers in the treasury department, coUectors, 
^— an act for establishing the state judiciary, agreea- 
bly to the constitutional outline — an act for nxing dis- 
tncts for Justices of the Peace— an act for regelating 
coatested elections,— an act for taking the enumeration 
preici3>ed in the fourth section of the first article of the 
coBstitutioii — an act for establishing schools, and pro- 
moting the arts and sciences in one or more seminaries 
of learning. 

Besides these laws, which are immediately suggested 
by the constitution, an act providing for the election of 
delegates in Congress will claim an early consideration. 
Some regulations should be made for disposing of the 
property belonging to the state in the inlands of Dela- 
vane, die present occupants being, as I am informed, 
4««nnu of taking out patents, and completbg ^eir 



titles, but must be prevented till the terms of sale are 
prescribed. The survey of the Lake Erie tiact of land 
is returned to Congress, and steps should be taken to 
complete that purchase. A law ascertaining the fees of 
the officei-s of government is much wanted, most of the 
fees now charg d by ShcrifTs and others depending upon 
usage, and varying considerably in the d.ftcrent coun- 
ties. The act of the 25th of March, 1785, as far as re- 
spects the manner of supplying the vacancy that may 
arise by the death, remov;.!, or disability of a (.'ommis- 
sibner of the county, requires amendment; some provi- 
sion should at the same time be made, for calling the 
Commissioners generally to account, it being alleged 
that no tribunal now exists with a sufficient power for 
that purpose. And the High Court of Errors and Ap- 
peals being dissolved, by the tacit operation of the new 
constitution, whether that should be revived, or a simi- 
lar Jurisdiction introduced, you will no doubt determine, 
when you are delibei-ating upon a general judiciary sys- 
tem. To .the objects thus presented to your considera- 
tion, I am induced, by reflating upon the great poilion 
of the time of the legislature which has hitheito been 
engrossed by private bills, for ii corpoiating religious 
and charitable' societies, that perhaps the expense and 
inconvenience resulting from this cause might be avoid- 
ed by a law, declaring that any numbi r of oiiizens unit- 
ing for religious, literary, or charitable purposes, form- 
ing a constitution for themselves cons'^nant lo the gene- 
ral laws of the state, and approved by ci rtain executive 
and judicial officers, should, upon recording the articles 
of their constitution, become, to all the legitimate pur- 
poses of their association, a corporate body. A provision 
of this nature has existed in a sister state for many years, 
without injiny or complaint. 

Though I have already partially adverted to tlie sub- 
ject, it may be convenient, gentlemen, in one collected 
point of view, to represent to you, that the suspension 
of the funding tax, and the time limited for exchanging 
and redeeming the resolve and commonwealth money, 
the paper emission of the 20th of March, 1777, and the 
various cei-tificates issued forhoi'sesand provisions,, will 
expire on the first of Januarj' next. ^ The same period 
is limited for exhibiting claims against the.state, for sup- 
plies furnished or services rendered during the war; and 
perhaps under these general descriptions, anjr outstand* 
ing claims of the officers of the Pennsylvania line for the 
g^tuitous allowance of clothing, directed by the eighth 
section of an act passed on the 1st of March, 1780, will 
likewise be barred. You cannot, indeed, consider it of 
too great importance, to ascertain all the possible de« 
mands of the state; and as this must be impracticable^ 
if it depends entirely on the pleasure of individuals when 
they diall exhibit their accounts, I presume, that, after 
the reasonable and repeated notices which have been 
pven, you will deem it unnecessary to extend your in- 
dulgence upon this subject. How far the policy of the 
preceding observation applies to the limitation which 
will take effect on the 10th day of April 1791, for pay- 
ing, or securing to the state the payment, for lands held 
or claimed by any citizen of the commonwealth by loca- 
tion, or any other office right, obtained before the 10th 
of December, 1776, and yet remaining unpatented, I 
submit to your judgment. And you will also determine, 
whether the same reasons which induced the legislature 
to reduce the tax upon writs, issuing from the Court of 
Common Pleas of Pniladelphia county, until the 30th of 
March, 1791, do not still exist in then* full force. These, 
I believe, however, are the only objects, which, on ac- 
count of their respective limitations by law, it will be 
necessary to suggest to your consideration diuing your 
present sessions. 

Witfi respect to any public papers, which were in the 
possession of the late Executive Council, or any ti-ansac- 
tions of that board that are necessary for your further in- 
formation, such steps shall be pursued, «s ^ill enable 
me shortly to transmit a full and satisfactory commtmica- 
tion. In the mean time, I have thought it proper to se- 
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lect (in addition to the documents which I have before 
roejitioned) the cornespondence and talk that have taken 
place between the Council and several chiefs of the Se- 
neca nation; and you will be pleased to take into your 
consideration the expediency of complying witli the re- 
jquest which those Indians have presented, for a small 
loan, and of making a provision for defraying the ex- 
penses of their journey, and of their entertainment dur- 
ing their residence in this city. 

Considering it, likewise, to be a matter of peculiar 
importance, I shall transmit the resolutions of Council 
respecting the appointment of an agent, to support the 
claims of the commonwealth before the Board of Com- 
misBioners established to adjust the claims of the several 
states a^inst the United States; and 1 hope, that, con- 
curring m tlie opinions which were expressed by the 
board, you will take the necessary steps for carrying 
them into effect. 

A communication from the legislature of the state of 
Virginia, respecting the expediency of admitting the ci- 
tizens to attend the debates in the Senate of title United 
States, will at the same time be laid before you. 
Gentkmm of the Bouse of Rqfjresentatives. 

I am persuaded that all the objects of revenue which 
fall within your jurisdiction will receive a due attention, 
and that such supplies will be provided for the debts 
and for the support of the government, as will evince a 
firm disposition to maintain the faith and reputatioi^ of 
the state. 

Gentlemen oftke Senate, and 
House ofjiepreseniatives. 

Having stated these different matters of inf(H*mation, 
imd recommended to your conuderation the various mea- 
sures which at this time I have judged expedient, per- 
mit me to hope, that you will regard 3iis communicatioB» 
not merely as an act of duty enjoined by the constitu- 
tion, but also as an ind'isputable evidence of the sincer- 
ity of the professions, with which at our fkst meeting I 
fiddressedyou. 

THOMAS MIFFLIN, 

Philade^hia, December 2m, IT90. 

FINANCES, 1790— coHTiwuM. 

No. 2.— DR. TJie General Hevenuea of the State, and the 

payments made therefrom. 

To balance deficient per annual state- 
ment -..--- £13,310 18 9 

David Rittenhouse, Esq. late Treasurer, 
for the following sums ptfid for servants 
enlisted in the American army, omitted 
the last annual account: 

By A. Boyd, Esq. 
treasurer of Chester 
county, to Jas. Glen^ 
dengen, in 1787, dE4 

J. Thome, Esq. of 
Dauphin, to A. £k- 
Ifft, for three servants 
in 1787 - - 79 3 4 

S. Davidson, Esq. 
Bedford, to E. Burd, 
February, 1788, 16 , 

£. Douglas, Esq. 
Fayette, to Robert 
H<Laughlin * 30 



Paid by the Trea- 
surer of Lancaster 
for apprehending Bri^ 
tisb deserters. 

To Henry Stotten- 
|)ack, for 7 - 30 2 10 
To Peter Hatter, 2 8 15 

To Alex. Montgo- 
mery, 3 - - 12 U 1 



129 3 4 



51 11 11 



180 15 3 



For this sum paid Col. James O'Harrm 
a balance, on warrant of Council for 7000 
dollars for supplies to the troops in the 
western country, and chargeable, when 
setUed to the United SUtes • - - 750 

Paid Messrs. Balliot and Armstrong, a 
balance due them as commisnoners at 
Wyoming - 173 5 4 

Paid Major William Armstrong, as com- 
missioner to ditto, for running the north- ^ 
em boundary line - - - - ' 155 IQ 

Paid the following persons, for money 
lent the state for the purpose of recruiting 
the Pennsylvania line in 1780: 

Robert Cocks - - 18 

Andrew Tybout, 2U specie 
and interest • - ' 36 5 6 

J. Ingerso^ 15 ditto • 20 6 

Estate of Samuel Morris^ 
500 continental and ditto - 8 5 

Samuel Morris, Jr. 1000 do. 16 15 2 

James Roney, 100 do. 1 18 6 

Hugh Henry, 100 do. 1 17 3 

James Imlay, XOl spede and 
ditto 12 

J. M. Nesbit,50do. - 60 

J. M. Nesbit and Co. 50 do. 66 10 

B. M'Clenachan, his ba- 
lance, principal, and interest 167 3 3 

^ ^ 399 8 

Paid Jonathan Wallace, taking up a Bn- 
tifh deserter - - - -- - 513 

Paid sundry expenses of printing and 
signing the treasury notes issued per act 
of 21st March 1783 - - - - 21* 8 
Paid Charles Risk, ngmng bills of March 
1785 .-,...- 41 13 

1925 d 

Warrants paid by Christian Febigcr, 
Esq. State Treasurer: 

William M'Clay, for his ac- 
count of 10 surveys for the 
Gennan Lutheran congrega- -^ 

tion .... 33 5 

Managers of Pennsylvania 
Hosj^itaJ, their account, J. M'- . 
Manus's (an invalid) ezpensea 47 14 

James Searie, Esq. 
balance of his account 
as member of Con* 
gress - 9 3 

Ditto as agent in 
Europe - - 499 2 2 

508 5 2 

Widow Roberts, for 1 gear's 

pension due her Ist April last 75 

Lieut Ebenezer Denny, 
paprable out the fiind impro- 
priated by act of 10th Novem- 
ber 1787, for the recruiting 
service, to be chaived to the 
United States, and lor which 
Col. Jonah Harmar is to aot 
count, viz. 

Expended by cap- 
tain David M'Curdy, 
in recruiting Penn- 
sylvania quota troops 26 5 

Do. by capt Wm. 
Ferguson w . 18 15 

Do.bysaidEbene* 
zer Denny - 25 17 6 

Do. by captain Jo* 
siah Ashton . 26 5 

97 2 6 

Clement Biddle» the amount 
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«C interett due to auncby per- 
«oiif en monieB borrowed for 
the relief of disAbled pension- 
«rS| in Gonaequencc of order of 
Coundl, per act ^th Nov. 1789, 



6 4 8 



Paid enlisdngr ^ aervant in 
the late army - > - 2 2 

Faid Matbaniel Ellicot, late a 
conroissioner of loan in Bucks 
county, for 13 certificates 
l^ranted to persons who bor- 
rowed Qkon^y ibrmerly paid 
bjthe trustees out of interest 2 8 9 

Paid Thos. Rabar, of Berks 
Aonnty, for the time of a ser- 
vmnt enlisted into the service 6 16 

Paid Geofi^ Beniater, ap- 
prdiending two British desert* 
en and expenses^ T 19 2. 



To Stephen Duncan Esq. 
'Treasurer of .Cumberland^ 
pd- sundry writs issued against 
delinquent collectors 

Paid enlisting servants for 
the MTmy, per aecount. 



5 13 3 
20 8 



To John Baker, Esq. treasurer of city and 
county, pud enlisting servants, do. 

To warrant in favor of John Weitzel, a ba- 
huice due him for provisions furnished 
Jofaji Van Campen, commissary for the 
mifitia eo^loyed on the Wyoming ex- 
pe^tion, m 1784, - - - - 

Warrant in Ckvot c£ William Chancellor, 
amount of seeds supplied Col. Wilson, 
by order of council, to be distributed 
MBongthe Seneca Indians,to pacify them 
for the murder of two men of their na- 
tioii<m Pine creek, ... 

Mind nKmey, for this sum re- 
emed in exchange for an 
equal sum in bills of March 
1785, and for citjr lota, 399 10 

'Fortbis sum received in ex- 

chtBge for do. - 13 10 

This SOB paid by David Rit- 
tenboQse, Esq . four years in- 
terest oni395 2 lOIsbmd 
moacy exchanged, 79 7 

I>o paid by C. Pebiger, Esq. 
foor yean interest on iL13 
lOOdo. 



3 14 



PaividBittfnhoufle^ hisoommission on the 

ayboTesmDt • - - » - 
T*o dus sum paid by Christian 

Febwer» Esq. in bills of 

MvdEi 1785, for an equal 

earn rec'd. la interest note^, 

10doaar% - - 3 15 

To do. by J^9snd Rittei^ipuse» 

Esq. hmag apart of 13592 

75 cts. delrvered to the com- 
mittee* and bomt Oct 4th 

1788^ not brought to account 

imtaNov. 1789, $3,484 75 

cti. - . • - 1,306 15 7 



767 11 4 



19 5 11 

26 1 7 
38 9 9 

58 16 
111 18 2 

413 



81 14 7 
2 12 7 



but not brought to account 
until Nov. 1789, $15,464 5799 
Paid interest on ditto, 1946 16 8 



7745 16 8 



12 6 
9 4 



Do. by do. in biHs of March 
wis; for an equ^ sum re- 
paired in biUa of June 1780, 
twbg a peK of 11,391,292 
^s Brere d to the committee, 
and burnt Nor. 21st 1768» 



-^ 1^310 10 7 



To Sharp Dekny, Esq. for er- 
ror in two payments, July 
1785 and May 1786, - - - - 6 

To pensions to widows and children of 
coinroissioned officers of the Pennsylva- 
nia line, state regiments, flying camp 
and state navy, who were killed or died 
in actual service during the late war, per 
act 1st March 1780, from 1st Oct 1789 
to 30th Sept. 1790, - - - 1890 

To pensions to widows and children of mi- 
litia, peract 27th March 1790, from 25th 
May 1790, to do. . - - - 1087 

To pensions to officers, and privates who 
were disabled in the service of the U. 
States during the late war, per act of 
22d Sept. 1785, from 1st Oct. 1789 to 
30th Sept. 1790, - - - - 539 5 5 

1*0 grant to the late proprietors, on acc't. 
of sundry warrants issued by council from * 
1st Oct 1789, to 30th Sept. 1790, 10,496 

To interest on new loan certificates, from 
1st Oct 1789, to 30th Sept. 1790, 59,837 

To interest on funded debt, fh)m 1st Oct 
to do. 4,614 

To clums and improvements, for tha sum, 5000 

To inland navigation, &c. - ' - - 5000 

To expenses of government, per act 26th 

March 1789, .... 10,000 

To tonnage duties, for balance of that ac- 
count, - ."^ - - - - 4 

To I). Rittenhouse, Esq. for an over credit 
giren John Baker, Esq. hi his account 
of taxes for 1788, Je320 10 0, being cre- 
dited pro £302 10 0, difference, 18 

To this sum credited Stephen Duncan, for 
balance due him on his account of class 
tax, 1 

To warrants issued f6r pay and roihge of 

' members of the convention convened to 
alter and amend the constitution of this 
state: 

City and county, 
LAncaster, 
York, 
Chester 
Berks - 
Cumberland - 
Montgom«7 - 
Bucks 
Dauphin - 
Nortnampton 
Bedford - 
Fnmklin - 
Fayette - 
Washington - 
Northumberland 
Westmoreland 
Huntingdon - 
Luzerne 
Allegheny 
Mifflm 
Delaware 



Sec'xy, clerks, door 
keeper and mes- 
senger'spay, 537 13 

Incidental expenses 
oftheHouse, 87 1 

Printmg, - 1,346 S 
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931 12 





498 9 





580 8 





341 19 





457 10 





274 13 





325 11 





351 11 





264 4 





336 1 





218 8 





211 16 





233 





482 15 





188 12 





229 15 





100 5 





99 5 





117 1 





90 





170 4 
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-1,970 la 



8,473 17, f 
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To thMMim allowed Stephen Duncan, eiq. 

comroiiBion on 18d taxes, - - 13 1 

To genera] rermiies in atate moner, for 
tKia ram received from Lancaster and 
Bucks, in state monev of 1781, credited 
in taxes of 1782 and'l782, 633 8 3 



132,905 11 



Suora Cb. 

Bf this sam received of the executors of 
Stocker and Wharton, a balance due by 
that house on sundry protested bills, &c. 

8undiy balances due the state 
received by D. Rtttenhouse, 
Esq. 

or General I^acy, May 14th, 
1789, for one set horse can- 
teens, - . . . 30 

John Rots, per J. Nicholson, 
July 18th, 1789, said to be 
a balance of hb account arms 
purchased, - 139 13 

John Cobucn, Oct 8th 1778, 
balance for work done at the 
Chevaux-de-frieze, • 10 

James Tatlow, interest which 
had been paid on an altered 
certificate. No. 7433, 3 8 7 

Wffl. C. Bradford, a balance 
on his account as commissa- 
ry to the state fleet, 3 3 5 

Jadge Atlee, said to be a ba- 
lance of money advanced 
him by council, - - 33 18 11 

Sundry balance remaining from 
1784^ received by D. Ritten- 
hottte, Esq. - • 33 10 9 

Received of Mr. Morris inter- 
est on an order, 4 10 

By David Rittenhouse, Esq. for this sum 
charged in his former accounts as paid 
CoL Harmar in certain orders on county 
treasoren, which were not paid. 

This sum received of William 
Monti^meiy, in part of a 
balance due the state in the 
purchase of cattle m 1783, 
received Feb. 19th, 1789, 31 

Heceived Dec 13th, 1789, in 
foil, - - - - 34 18 3 



349 16 6 



187 11 11 



37 11 9 



393 10 



fiales of Province Island and 
city lota, received by D. Rit- 
tenhouse, Esq^. 3,133 9 

Received by Christian Febiger, 

Esq. ... 85 9 



45 18 3 



Virginia grants and lands sold in the old 
and new purchase, received at different 
payments fnrok the rec«ver-general in 
bills of March 1785, 

Uoteated lands. Received for 
taxes in Bedford, . 133 9 3 

Ditto York, - . 70 18 4 

Ditto Weftmorebmdy r 30 4 11 

This sum, a short credit in account of last 
year, - - - - - - 

Thb ram received of NatHuiiel Falconer, 
Esq. Health Officer, on account head 
money, 

Monies arinng from loan of £50,000 for 
thia ram, being a part of the £18^837 
of billa cf credit that were burnt, and 



3,317 9 9 



1,536 6 10 



333 13 5 
15 



33 10 



charged in last year's account, as stated 
by David Kittcnhouse, Esq. - 4,881 17 4 

Impost, for this sum paid into the treasury 
by Sharp Delanv, Esq. from 1st October 
1789 to 30th Sept. 1790, deducting the 
amount for protecting duties, - 3,4007 11 3 
By taxes from 1 st October 1789, to 30th • 

September 1790, per the following sche- 
dule - - - - - - 82,833 9 2 

Balance deficient on these funds for the 
year 1790, new account - - 16,3 78 10 10 

£132,705 11 
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NaU, The sums credited the counties are different 
in some instances from the report in August last to 3lat ' 
July, owing to sereral payments that had been credited* 
one year being applied to the credit of another, when 
County Treasoren accounts w«re settled. 



Digitized by 



Google 



im.] 



CA1>TAIM B£Bt>. 



to 



i» f e f* c £.5 f-o Fg.§ 



W f^ ^ Qi*^ 00 "^ pi Oi if^ U» W 









fcfeg88t28gS5gl^ij 



S 



Mean Tem- 
perature. 



Uaximum. 



Mliuroum. 



Range of 
Thermora. 






Hottest days 



1^ ^^^t&>^ Ka CO 



o>o>MO^Mooj^ooiao>i 



(Ai|h.i^OCOOtdVOOk< 



C9 H* H* W W »-rt9 I** H* •!*► i|^ »- 

888 S88888SS 



^ J? 



Coldest days. 



Number of 
fair days. 



Number of 
Cloudy days. 



Depth of 
Rain. 
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Prerailine winds of the year, N. W. , S. W. 

Total of the year, 31 77-100 inches. 

Hottest month, July. 

Coldest month, February. 

Cteeatest range of Thermometer occurred in Decem- 
ber, W, 

The meix}ury was the highest July 21st and 23d, 91^ 
-^west, December 13th, 12<»v 

Thunder and lightning occurred in sixteen days. 

Mean temperature of the yeiar 56.98.- 

Mean temperature of 1824, 55.36® 



CAPTAIN REED. 
The arriral of several of the officers of the Vixen ena* 
bles us to publish a more particular account of the loss - 
of tliat vessel, and the death of hei- gallant commander, 
Capt. Reed, an officer so eminently entitled to the usual 
biographical memorial. 

He was the youngest son of the late President Reed, 
of Pennsylvanw, and received the honour of his name 
from Gen. Washin^on, at a time when that illustrioua 
person was in habits of confidential intimacy with hia 
father. Such were the early auspices of a man, who 
in the morning of life an mscrutable Providence has 
consiened to an untimely death. After receiving a libe- 
ral collegiate education and graduating at Pnnceton, 
Capt Reed entered the navy? and as he regularly rose 
through all the various stations from midshipman to mas- 
ter and commander, was always distinguished ibr intre- 
pidity, scientific and practical seamanwoip, unexception- 
able deportment, in subwdination and in command, 
with tveij other endowment for the highest rank of that 
honourable profession, which has just exalted its adepts 
to Uie summit of maritime ascendancy, at the very mo- 
ment when the subject of this article has descended into 
the tomb. 

In private fife his characteristics were probity, cheer-' 
fulness, extensive intellectual acquirements, a most un- 
affected diffidence of his own sterling merit— together 
with a general sobrietjr and chasteness of conduct, a due 
sense of moral and religious obligations, not always the 
recommendations and sometimes not even the aim of 
young gentlemen of the sword. 

He acted as 2d lieutenant of the Nautilus in the memo- 
rable attack on Tripoli, in August 1806, sfter the death 
of Capt Somers; and 1st fieutenant James Decatur took 
command of that vessel, stood into the harbour with th« 
utmost g^lantry and skiUulness, and effiectually cover- 
ed the gun-boats in their opomtions. For bis conduct 
on that occasion he was noticed by Com. Preble in his 
general orders, issued on the termination of that bold and 
succesfltful enterprize. Lieut. Reed afterwards accom- 
panied Gen. Eaton's detachment to the coast of Africa, 
and served on board the vessel which co-operated wil^ 
him on that romantic expedition. 

When war was declared against England last sofmmer 
Capt. Reed solicited employment, though his health was 
extremely delicate. He was ordered to a command te 
the south ward,whither he repaired immediately notwith- 
standing the unhealthiness <tf the climate at that season. 
The death of Capt Gadsden preferred him to the com^ 
mand of the brir Vixen. The sea air, in a great degree 
restored his health: but it was his peculiar hard fate te 
be captured by a force so superior as to preclude any 
contest, (the Southampton frigate) then to be ship- 
wrecked on an inhospitable coast, and finally to die a 
prisoner among strangers. During^ all these rever se s^ 
however, he preserved that equanhnity and resolution 
which never forsook him. When the Southampton and 
Vixen ran ashore, in the night, the English crew be- 
came mutinous from intoxication, and what was sa^ed 
fit>m the wrecks was prindpally due to the exertions of 
the American seamen, under the direction and eneem. 
ragement of Capt Reed. For this generous interpon- 
tion he receivea the pubUc acknowledgments ot Sir 
James Yeo, the BritiA commander, and an offer of faib 
parole to return home^ but would not leave his officers 
and men behind him, and chose rather to remain with 
them in the unwholesome atmosphere of which he was, 
unfortunately^the first victim. He died, after fbur ^ya 
illness, of a fever brought on by the fa^igees, anxietyv 
and exposures incident to his punlul and m or tif y i ng «i- 
tuation . His enemies paid those honours to his rcmidns 
whidi the brave of all nations render to eaeh other. Ria 
interment was attended by the British officers^ and a de« 
tscbment from the garrison, who committed him to the 
emlh with the ceremonieaof a military funeral.- 

llie naval annals of his own country now blazing with 
recent renown, win not withhold friuitablc teitimoniai i 



Digitized by 



Google 



80 



MISCELLANEOVfl. 



CAi 



to the memory of &n oificer» whose lot It was at such a 
time tounderf^ the total frustration of his arobition, and 
shipwreck* and captivity, an4 an'untimely death. — Ntit* 
Intd. 1813. 

Extrad from aJamnica paper of tke Sth July 182S. 
•*We noticed in li former number the arrival of the U. 
S. ichr. Grampus. We were not then aware of the 
precise object of her visit She was directed to bring- 
out a tomb-stone to be placed over the grave of C*pt 
Reed, who is buried in the church yard of Spanish town. 
•*Throurfi the indulgence of the gentlemen to whom 
the atone 5 addressed, we have had an opportunity of 
viewing <# beautiful slab of marble, with the following 
feefing record of the remembrance in which the friends 
of the deceised cheriah the kindness shown to him in 
ej^tivity/' 

wr 
Memory of 
OB01I6E WASfflNGTON REED, 
master Commandant in the Navy of the 
Uhitid Statis: 
Bom at Philadelphia, May 26, irSO. 
Captured in the United States' brig of War VIXEN, 
Under his CtNnnland, 
By H. B. M. Frigate Southampton. 
He died a Prisoner of War at this place, 
January 4, 1813. 
UnwiHifigto forsake his companions in captivity, he de- 
clined a prefTered Parole, and sunk under a Tropical 
Fever. 

This Stone 
la itscribed by the hand of Affection as a Memorial of 

' his virtues. 

And records the gratitude of his Friends for the kind 
oAcet which, in the season of sickness, and hour 
, of death, he received at the hands of 
A ^crwroua Foe. 

MILL CREEK. 

The bead of the Schuylkill Canal, nnce the extension 
of the work, ia Mill Creek. At the junction of that 
ativam wiUi the Schuylkill, a village is already laid out; 
and although at present rather wild and rugged in its 
appearance, we hare no doubt it will in a short time be- 
come a flourisliing place. The site is directly on the 
canal, where commodious wharves and huidings are now 
being built The village has received the name of Port 
Garbon. 

In the very precincts of the place, several mines of 
auperior coal have been opened, and as there is a gradual 
descent iron the mines to the town, the facilities for 
transportation are very superior. In viewing the site of 
the vdlage and its vicinity, we were attracted by a very 
chea|> and aimply constructed rail road, laid by Mr. 
Abraham Pott, from the landings into a fine vein of coal 
which he has just opened. The rails are entirely of 
wood, and it is not intended to plat^ them with iron. — 
Tkis, it ia true, will increase the friction, and conse- 
quently the resistance to the cars, but the road is so gra- 
duated, that one horse may with ease draw ten tons, or 
from 50 to 75 tons a day. The coal in the neighbour- 
hood of Port Carbon is as plentiful and of as gfood qua- 
lity as in any part of Schuylkill county. 

[ifiner'a Joumai, 



MeadoUk, C^clJ July SI. 
On Thursday aflemoon, the 24th inst ft severe thtm- 
der rust passed over our vllh^re. A portion of the elec- 
tric mud stTQck two trees in m>nt of Mr. Gibson's hotel, 
when he and another gentleman were within a few £eet 
of its effects; yet neither they nor any others were in- 
juied^ though WTcral in the vicinity perceived a sensible 
shock. 

. A little after the above noticed explosion, about 4 
Vclo^k, a moat painfiil and alarming scene xras exhibit- 
ed 9a tbeiai»«f Mr. Ccnieliua Van Horne^ ftsale ber 



low this place, and a quarter of a mile from bis hoase^ 
His three sons, three sons of Mr. Samuel Sloan, and 
three other young men, two of whom were stranstrs 
from the lower part of Ohio, were at work in a whetl 
field previous to the tempest. Very imprudently , thef 
repaired to a large elm tree for shelter froio the rain 
wliich came down In torrents. A sickle had been stuck 
into the bark of (he tree as high as one could reach.— 
Some of the young men stood leaning against the tree, 
one directly under the sickle, James Van Home just be* 
fbre this one. Others were seated on the roots of the 
tree jutting >ibove the ground, and one was under t 
shock of wheat perhaps a rod off. 

The lightning struck the top of the \sttt and 15 or 
20 feet rtam the root, the body, gouging out a furrow* 
At a moment little expected^ all uiese mne young sien 
were instantly senseless! 

It is pamfiil to add that Joseph Sloati wis kiUedi yet, 
wonderful to relate, the rest escaped wi^ their lives! 
He was seated on a Isqge projecting root of the tree.— 
The li^tning struck his head, temples, baek ^his neck» 
and passing under his chin, went cm following his body 
in various directions. He was at the age of nearly six* 
teen years, the eldest son of his parents, an aetive and 
promising youth, on whom his enreebled father depend* 
ed much for aid in supporting his large family. It i^ 
supposed that all the survivors must have remained in a 
senseless state, about half an hour — ^none in the neigh- 
bourhood suspecting the calamity till one of the young 
men who was so far recovered as to give the alartn. He 
hastened home, and like one of the messengers of ^ob, 
as soon as he entered the house, exclaimed-^mo^Aer ihtjf 
art aU dead but I, The feeling of a tender mother, ua- 
forewarned, on receiving such tidings, may be coneeiv-' 
ed, but cannot be expressed. A messenger was des* 
patched for a physician, and others with a wagon to thue 
fatal spot, and all were brought in the wagon except 
one, who by this time with some assistance, was sbk ti^ 
walk. 

James Van Home remained senseless for some hoors^ 
and for a time it was feared that the vital spark had fled. 
Dr. Bemus arriving soon, threw upon him a bncket of 
cold water, which had a favourable resuscitating eflTectf 
put his blood into circulation, so th«t he was very mueh 
relieved by the lancet; yet the exercise of his reason wtm 
not recovered till late in the evening. He is stiU cmisi- 
dered as in a critical situation. 

The rest who were providentially i^ared with life^ 
are in a hopeful way, yet most of them complain of xnticb 
soreness^ Their hair was singed; a boot of one was rip* 
ped and tore at the sole; ^e waistcoat of ano t h er had • 
lar^ perforation; and most of them have livid streaks in 
various parts of their bodies. It is worthy of remark^ 
that upon the breast and other parts of the body cvf Jo- 
seph Sloan, were distinct and well-defined impreaaiMia 
of elm twigs and leaoee with the nnnutest rainifieatioii of 
tlieir numerous fibres — a number of such twigs and 
leaves having been torn from a limb a Kttle above him^ 
and lying on the ground about him^-the effect ef the 
lightning. — Nonistoum Register. 

Coal Trade of the Schuylkill. —Shipments of Coal horn 
Mount Carbon to Philadelphia r 

Tom. 
Week ending ending 9th inst 79 boats canring 3,I63| 
Per last report, 909 dd do ^844 
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prrrsBURG mineral sprij^Oi 

Bt Wiuiax Mxa»b» M. D. 
from Profemor Simmon's Joumali Jpril 1838. 
Sii«->A mineral apritig hayinff been lately diacorered 
on the eatate of J. S. ScuUyi Eaq. near Pittabuig,.in 
the atate of Penmylvania, which had attracted conaider- 
able attention, I waa frnvonred by the proprietor vrith a 
fear bottleaof the water ca^fuUy put up, with areqaeat 
that I would make a chemical analyaia of it, with aome 
obaenrationa on its medical qualitiea. tlie reault of thia 
anafyaia I now take the liberty of aending to ;^ou, toge- 
ther with aome eztracta from the remarks which I hare 
made on the general properties of a class of mineral wa- 
tery which are ranked as chalybeates, and which are 
not joDCommon in this countiy, thourh not generally 
known, or their valuable properties mlly appreciated. 
if you tiiink the subject of any interest to the public, or 
that auch an inquiry is within the limits of those branches 
of science, to which jour usefuUoumal is appropriated, 
tills commumcation is perfectly at your aervice. 
I am, nr, very raspectfuUy, yours, 

W. MEADE. 
The Pittsburg Mineral Spring, is pkas|nt]y situated 
pn the farm of John S. Scol]]^« Esq. in St. Clur town- 
ahi|>, Allegheny coon^, four miles south-west of the city 
of Fktabtii^, uid two miles south of the Ohio river. It 
iasues &om the fisaures of a rock, on the side of a small 
hiU, and disdharges about a gallon of water per minute, 
wych ia conveyed through a tunnel into a reservoir, 
from whieh it ia pumped to supply the bath house. The 
water in the spring, when unoisturbed for a few hours, 
is covered whh a thin white pellicle, which after aome 
time aaaumea an iridescent appearance. It then ^k to 
the bottom, and is renewed, it the water be not disturb^ 
ed»' aa may be more particularly obaerved every mom- 

When the water is firat taken from the spring, its ap- 
pattancc ni ai glaas is perfectly dear; its taste is lively 
and rather pu^^t* with a peculiar fbmiginous flavour, 
and an odinir iHnch has some resemblance to the scottr- 
iBf^ of a gun barrel, and whieh b easily recognised as 
atniiii^ fioB an impregnation of attlphuretted hydrogen 

If the water baOowed to remain for some hours in a 
glaai, it loaca, in aome degree, its transparency, as well 
aaita livdy and pungent taste; numerous air bubbles are 
extacted fnm it, and a light depout takes place on the 
inside of the glaas, which renders it pellucid. Y^sels 
whieh are constantl;^^ used become lined with an ocltty 
J M^alatio n, which m with difficulty removed, and the 
bolUMB Mid ndeaof the well^ as wen aa those substances 
over wl»^ tiie water flows, contain a aediment of the 



The temperatnre of the spring is nearly the same at 
an aeaaona of the year. In the month of August, when 
Hbc wtMnafihurf waa as high aa 85 of Fi^irenhei^ the 
> of the water was only 54. 

aviQr of ^le water differs Uftle iW>m the 
I eoomiod with distilled water ilia 
aalOOSItolOOO. 

Hnriajr made tbcae prefiminaiy rennlia on the eztex^ 
•al qvaSBea of the ipnnf* I proceed to aa ezperimeti»- 
td iaqainr'uito ita ebenudal pro 
Vol. n. 1 



L ExamiMMonof{UwtUmUtfik€ismUrhiftmUm4 
ftagmtB4 

tl'xpBa. 1. Liifmu paper wheli (^ped into the Wafer 
fresh from tlie spring has its colour immediately chang^l 
from blue to red, but the colour ia fugacious: nor will 
the Water when boiled produce any sudi effect, a deci- 
sive proof that this change was produced by the pre- 
sence of uncombined carbonic acid gta, and not by a 
fixed add. 

2. Paper gtainedunth iumerie n not changed in colottr 
by this water, nor co<ild it well be expected as the car" 
bonic acid gas would repress the effect of this test. 

3. ZioM footer produces an immediate turiiidness and 
precipitation when added to this water, yet a variety of 
circumatances are to be attended to in the application of 
this test. Yhe usual directions which are given are# 
that the Hme water shall be added to it in equal qu«n« 
tity. Ihis^ however, if the mineral wMer is saturated 
with carbonic acid, as in the case of the Ballston waiiff^ 
is too much^ and if the water contains but litUe carbonic 
acid, it is not sufficient to decompose the same water« 
in order therefore to ensure a complete and irnrmamnt 
precipitation of the liiw,' it requires four cubic inches of 
the water of this spring to decompose three cubic indiea 
of litne. It is etiden^ therefore^ that the greater quaif 
titt of carbonic acid gas, which is contailied in a mine' 

I rai water, the less of that water b required to prodate 
the requisite chan^ ao that by observing tint ruk^ aa 
experienced chemist can form a tolerable aecnrite Judgw 
roent of the quantity of carbonio acid contained ia any 
mineral water. 

4. Tindureoffttlb, when poured into a glaas of tlua 
water strikes an immediate purple coknir, whieh after 
standing for aome time, increases in ratennty, but no 
sudt change takea place if the water has been p re v i oaa * 
ly boiled. 

$4 Pruenat of pciiuh*^^*t\aM test proddces an imme- 
diate change in the colour of tiie water; it first beeo mci 
green, and afler standing some honra assumes a blue OO' 
iour« 

6< NUrai o/eUver.^Wh^ afew drops of tiiis test ate 
added to a glass of this water, a dense white floeculent 
precipitate ia thrown down, which after ' aome time 
changes to a lijHrt pfn^le colour. 

7. JieetaU of htuif throwsdown an immolate denM 
white precipitate, thfcct^ourofwnich is rendered a s h a d e 
darker when allowed to stand in the glass fbr a hfw 
hours. This precipitate ia partly diisolved when a tow 
drops of nitric add are poured on it^ whichshowa that a 
small quanti^ of sulphuric, aa well as muriatic aoid, ia 
present; muriat of lead being aoloble;^Wl|ile the iidphMo 
IS perfectly insokble in any add. 

8. MimtU of Bmyteit produces a white dead when 
permitted to stand for some time, a preo i p i tata fiiOa 
whieb ia not aoloble in nitric aeid. 

9. OsDokU of Ammonia^ producea a slight torbidMaa 
but scaiedy any predpitate. 

10. X«^i«id(r /Hire oaijiiMie,haa no effect on. tfea Win- 
ter dthet when fireah from the Hiring or iNw> a wiilfc. 
tmted by bdfing. 

11. CMonaf o/ jMlaall, does not dktari» Ike triiiapa- 
rency of the water. 

13. i9t4»&tmeoodL--*-TI«ae«dpfod«icea»adiaii0a« 
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n. Infertnees to he drawn from the above experimints. 
If it was only required to determine the quality of this 
water, and the nature of the ingredientSi these experi- 
ments would be nearly sufficient; but no chemical in- 
reattgation will be deemed satisfactory at present which 
does not exhibit the exact proportions of the diiferent 
ingredients. Before however we proceed further in the 
investigation, the use of tests' and reagents become an 
important gfuide; by their means future experiments 
may be conducted with more precision, and when we 
- proceed to evaporation, much time and labour are spared 
.in looking for those substances which we- had previously 
ascertained by reagents not to be present Thus having 
. discovered iron by experiments 4 and 5, and that it was 
held in solution by carbonic acid, it was in vain to look 
for anjr metallic salt, and we have only to determine the 
quantity of iron which is thus suspended. 

Experiments 1 and 3 have shown the presence of a 
considerable quantity of carbonic acid gas. 

Experiments 1 and 4 show that the iron is held in so- 
lution by this gus. 

Experiments 6 and 7 demonstrate the presence of 
muriatic acid combined with a base. 

Experiments 8 and 9 show the presence of a small 
quantity of sulphuric acid and of lime . 

It now remains to confirnrt these, by evaporation and 
more direct experiments, as well as to determine the 
quantity of each substance in a given quantity of water* 
III. Examination of the gaseous contents. 
As many of the most important qualities of mineral 
waters arise from the g^w with which they are impreg- 
nated, there is no part of their analysis which requires 
more attention. In order to determine the quantity of 
this gas I proceeded in the manner which I have pointed 
out in my essay on the minei*al waters of Ballston and 
Saratoga, and which I have uniformly found successful. 
A plate of the instrument which I used on those occa- 
sions, will be found in the publication alluded to. It 
conustsof a tin vessel calculated to hold one quart of 
• water. A covering was soldered on it, and no opening 
left except one at the top, to which was adapted a small 
tube about half an inch long, and one third of an inch 
in diameter. A graduited decanter was connected with 
this, which was filled with hpt water. Heat was then 
applied to the tin vessel, when the gas which was extri- 
, cated from one quart of water was collected in the glass 
▼easel graduated into cubic inches. I found that the 
whole of the gas which was extricated from one quart of 
the water amounted to eighteen cubic inches, which, 
when passed through lime water, was entirely taken up 
by it, so that it consisted entirely of carbonic acid gas. 
Some surprise may be excited at finding so small a quan- 
tity of cai'bonic acid in this water, when we compare it 
with the waters of Saratoga and Ballston, but let it be re- 
collected that they have no resemblance; and if we refer 
to the analysis of the most celebrated chalybeates in 
Europe, and even in this country, none of them are stat- 
ed to contain more, &nd few of them so much. It is 
even probable that if this water were examined when 
immediately taken fi*om the spring, it would be found 
to contiun more of this gas. 

IV.. Examination, of the contents of the Pittsburg Mine- 
ral Spring bv evaporation. 
The experiments which have already been detailed 
throw great light on the qualities of this water, and ena- 
ble the experienced chemist to decide upon the nature, 
but not on the quantity of the different substances with 
which it is impregnated. To make an accurate estimate 
of these 1 proceetled to evaporate one quart of water in 
r a glazed China vessel, placed in a sand bath over a fur- 
nace. Heat was gradually applied, but never allowed 
to exceed 180 or 200 of Fahrenheit, when the gas began 
to arise, the water became slightly turbid, and a light 
pellicle appeared on Its surface, wliich gradually subsid- 
ed to the bottom of the vessel, and when the water was 
evaporated to dryness, tJie whole of the residuum or 
tolidcoQtenti which waa collected, amounted to. 4 gitiins. 



This powder when exposed to the atmosphere for iCTe' 
ral days, showed no signs of deliquescence, nor wa* it 
sensibly 'ncrcased in weight. In order to determine the 
component parts of these four grains, I proceeded in the 
following manner. I poured over it, in a small phial 
bottle, about half an ounce of alcohol of the specific gra- 
vity .827, and shook it repeatedly for twenty-four hours, 
then filtered it cirefully, when I found it had lost in 
weight only half a grain, which was the whole that the 
alcohol had taken up. The residue, now reduced to 
three and a half grains, was treated with an ounce of 
pure distilled water, and having left it sufficiently loof 
to complete the solution of whatever was soluble in pure 
water, I again filtered it carefiilly, imd dried the resi- 
duum, which was now reduced to one and a half grainB. 
Only this residuum, which resisted the action of alcP' 
hoi and of distilled water remained to be examined, and* 
as from former experiments! had satisfied myself that it 
must consist principally of the iron and earths contained 
in the water, I re-di'^solved it in dilute marine acid, 
which took up the whole of it, except half a grain of 
white powder, which remained on the filter, and wlkidi 
not being soluble in dilute marine acid, wa^ fbomd to be 
gypsum, or sulphate of lime. 

We have now three solutions, which we shall examine 
in the lollowing order: — 

J^/r^/— That which was taken up by the alcobor, and 
consisted of only half a grain. This could be only mn* 
riate of lime or muriate of magnesia. Having converted 
it into an aqueous solution by previous evaporation, and 
subsequent dilution in a small quantity of distilled water, 
I found that it was precipitated by pure ammonia, and 
showed the presence of marine acid by the addition pf 
nitrate of silver. Thus we have decided the presence 
of muriate of magnesia, half a grain. 

Second — It will be perceived that the distilled water 
had taken iy> two grams of the residuum, from tbc fo* 
lution in alcohol. To ascertain the properties of this/I 
evaporated this aqueous solution over a lamp in a giaaa 
vessel. When the evaporation was nearly finished «k- 
line cubic crystals appeared, which on examinatiOAy 
were found to be wholly muriate of soda, or eomtnon 
salt. 

The third and last solution in marine acid, which con- 
sisted of one grain, was diluted with distilled water, and 
as I had no reason to doubt it contained the whole of tbe 
iron with which the water was impregnated, I added a 
few drops of succinat of ammonia, which immediirte]^ 
threw down a brown precipitate. When the whole ef 
it was precipitated, the solution was filtered, and after 
the residuum had been exposed to a red heat it wat 
weighed and examined, when it was found to coiMial ef 
one grwn of oxide of iron. 

The analysis of the Pittsburg Mineral Spring hftriqp 
been thus completed, I shall here recapitulate tM whele 
of its contents as it appeared from expeiimenti, an Ibl* 
lows- — 

Muriate of soda - - - . SO 

Muriate of magnesia ... ^ 

Oxide of iron 10 

Sulphate of lime ^ . . . ^ 

Total, 4 O 

Quantity of carbonic acid gas in one quart of ivatcr. 
eighteen cubic inches. 

V. General remarks on the sensible properties of^te JPH^ 
burg Mineral Spring, and of its eontparative q%fwKHu 
as resembling those most etlebrated in Europe tndJbmt' 
rica. 

When -we take a view of the component paita of tfib 
mineral water, as they appear by analyns, we muat per- 
ceive it is an uncommonly pure water, posseann^ iJl the 
qualities of a strong chalybeate. Those who at« MIt 
accustomed to examine waters of this description, nu^ 
at fii*stfecl some surprise at not finding it to contain a 
greater quantity of solid contents, but when we Tt£et to 
the analysis of similar springs boUi in Europe and 
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lictf'fts perfbrmed by t)ie most disting^itshed chemists in 1 of them do, a constdcrable quantity of ■ neutnl salt, the 
each country, we sliaJI find that the Pittsburg- springs I effects of the iron as a tonic are counteracted by thm 



possesses qualities equal to any of them, and to many is 
treatly superior. As an ii^stance in point, I shall take 
lor example, in the first place, the waters of Tunbridgv, 
m Enpiand, one of the most celebrated and established 
chalybeates of that countn% ob which many treatises 
bare been written, and much discussion taken place 
with respect to its medical qualities. According to the 
analysis of the celebrated Dr. Babinfifton, the Tunbridg^e 
water contains only one grain of oxide of iron in a g^allon 
^ water, while the Pittsburg spring contains four times 
«s amch, rix. one grain in a quart. It also contains only 
itm cubic inches of carbonic acid gas in one gallon of 
Mer, while the Pittsburg spring contains eighteen 
laohet in a quart On the whole, its solid contents do 
not amount to more than one-fourth of the quantity we 
find m the Pittsburg spring; and yet this "ineral spring 
is as mach frequented as any in England, and is known 
to possess most valuable medicinal properties in those 
diseases to which it is applicable. But we shall refer 
to Tariolis mineral springs in this country of established 
rtputation, where extensive buildingfs have been erect- 
ed, and which are frequented with great advantage, by 
Mivalids from all parts of the union. In doing so I shall 
select those whose qualities are precisely similar, and 
whose virtues are to be attributed chiefly to their cha- 
lybeate qualities. 

The mineral water of Schooley's mountain, in the state 
«( New Jersey, is perhaps one of those which has for 
BMny years sustained the greatest reputation as a chal}'- 
beate. Havin|^ visited it myself, I have had an opportu- 
lity of observmg its powerful medicinal qualities as a 
dialybeate, but for an accurate and able analysis of it, I 
■mat refer to an essay of Professor M*Neven, of New 
York, where it will be found that the whole contents of 
ene gallon of the water are only about eight grains, two 
' grains of which consist of oxide of iron — and that one 

auart contains nineteen inohcs of carbonic acid gna. 
[ere then we have a mineral water of acknowledged re- 
putation which does not contain much more than one- 
nwrth the quantity either of iron or saline solid contents, 
which we nnd in the Pittsburg spring, and as nearly as 
posnble the same quantity of carbonic acid gas. I could 
refer to many other springs of the same nature, in this 
^oontry, possessing the same properties, but scarcely 
ORe have I ever examined, possessmg them in the same 
decree; among others, the Yellow Springy in Pennsyl- 
Yiaia, where beautiful buildings are erected, and accom- 
Biodations of eveiy kind are prepared for the invalid; 
yet, having' myself made an analysis of this water with 
gmt care, I found that it had no claim to rank as a cha- 
lybeate of a superior order. In fact, all those mineral 
firings which are impregnated with iron, held in solu- 
tion Sy the carbonic acid gas, in whatever country they 
ve situated, are properly called chalybeates, and are 
Mdewed with nearly the same medicinal properties. 
What these are I shidl now proceed to point out. 
VL (^ Me mediemal quaiUiei of the waten of the PUis- 

burr Mineral Spring, with ob&ervaHons on the effect of 

9uAwaier» on the eyttem. 

Tile operation of the chalybeate waters, perhaps the 
■Mit important class of natural medicines, has greatly 
•cevpied the attention of practical physicians. Much 
fcfiaemeiu has been introduced into the subject, which 
>t ift my intention to avoid, as my main object is to point 
<Mit the principal effects which such waters produce on 
the system, and the diseases to which they are more par- 
ticularly applicable. Let me' however premise, that 
though the principal virtues in those waters are derived 
from tk^ chalybeate impregnation, yet certain differ- 
««tea will arise, which modify or alter their operation. 
These may be traced either to the presence of an active 
Bcvtral sfh or to a large excess of cai'bonic acid. I can- 
Mt exemplify this better, than by referring to the wa- 
ters of BaUston and Saraton, all of which contain iron 
in greater or less quantity-, but containing also, as most 



purgative quality of this salt, which totally alters thdr 
.nedicinal qualities, and renders the u<:e of them inexpe- 
dient in many diseases, where a purely chalybeate wa- 
ter would have the most beneficial eflTects. 

In taking the Pittsburg water as an example of a nu- 
merous class of natural springs, properly called chaly* 
beates, I shalt first make some observations on the effect 
of iron on the system, and then show that in the state in 
which it is found in such waters, it is particularly calcu- 
lated for the cure of such diseases as preparations of iroft 
are found beneficial in. 

The effects of iron on the system are sufficiently nu- 
merous in the animal economy; it stimulates the fibres 
of the stomach and abdominal viscera; it augmenU the 
tone of all the muscular fibres; strengthens the nerves, 
and gives the whole weakened syi^em remarkable en- 
ergy; it increases thestreng^ of the pulse, and from ttt 
use, the pale emaciated countenance assumes a healthy 
florid colour. 

With regard to the various preparations of iron, those 
which seem best calculated for the purpose, are such as 
are most certa-nly conveyed into tlie blood, and most 
easily converted into oxide. Of these, iron dissolved 
by carbonic acid, and' held in solution in a mineral 
water, seems by far preferable, and with respect to 
quantity, experience has shown us that small doses of 
iron produce better effects than large one?, particularly 
when persevered in, as should always be the case, for a 
considerable lengtli of time. I'his observation is particu- 
larly made by the celebrated Dr. Cullen, and should 
always be attended to. ^lineral waters, he remarks, 
often produce cures which we in vain attempt to per- 
form by the combinations of iron in our shops, even ^- 
though those waters contain nothing but iron; this is 
manifisstly owing to the weakness of the dose, in proof 
<if which we find that the strongly impregnated waters 
seldom answer so well as those which we commonly re* 
ject 

The Chalybeate water at Pittsburg I can venture to 
recommend for all purposes for which Chalybeates 
in general are given, and though the quantity of iron ia 
small, yet it is equal to that contained in some of the 
most celebrated German waters, and greater than in 
many of those which are most esteemed and frequented 
in this country. The mineral spirit, or fixed air by which 
the metal is held in solution, should by no means pass 
unnoticed, as it is an agent possessing no small powers 
over the human frame, and if properly applied becomes 
one of the most useful remedies. To this principle 
most mineral waters owe their activity; it Is this agent 
which holds many of their most powerful ingredients 
in solution, and enables them to pervade the remotest 
recesses of the human finme. 

With these observations on the eflfect of chalybeates 
on the system, we are prepared to enter into the medi- 
cinal qualities of the Pittsburg spring. 

The first effect of those waters, and which is easily 
and distinctly remarked in the water at Pittsburg, is de- 
cidedly of a stimulant kind. Soon af^er talcing a few 
glasses of it, the pulse is increased in strength, the pa- 
tient if previoi • ly chilly and pale, feels a glow occa- 
sioned by the increased circulation, and by persevering 
in the use of the water for a few days, the appetite be- 
comes greatly increased, and the general spirits and 
health improved; these effects are more striking in 
some than others. It is not uncommon, however, on 
begrinning a course of this water, for the patient to ex- 
perience nausea, vomiting, and pain about the region of 
the stomach, or else a heaviness of the head, slight ver- 
tig^o, and sense of fulness over the whole body. Some- 
times these are so troublesome as to show that it was not 
adapted to the nature of the complaint, and to forbid 
the use of it, but in general these symptoms sopn disap- 
pear af^er a little use, and partjculsriy when an increase 
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«f any of the natunil ezcretiMii^ such at the mne^ or 
fieee^ keaUbfiahed. 

Such chalybeatea, aa the Pittibui^ water, produce no 
jKVtam action on the bovela, nor if we attend to the na- 
ture of tbetr contenta aa thev appear by ana]yiis» coold 
it be expected* when the bowek are ibul, and loaded 
with bihooa aordes. The water often porgea pretty 
WMj at firat, but thia ia a rtry dewable drcuimiance, 
and ita operation in thia wa^ soon ceaaei, when the in- 
teatinea are restored to their proper state. I'be secre- 
tion which this mineral water moat commonly excites ia 
that of urine, and this ia generally in the greatest aoan- 
fl^, when the water beat agreea with the habit of the 



The general operation of aoch watera ia to increaae 
the power of the aecretory ayatem in a {gradual and uni- 
Ibrni manner, and at tiie aame time to impart yigour to 
«U the fonctiona. It ia therefore chiefly in chronic dia- 
Aiders, and those which are attended with great lazi^ 
fmd debility of the solids, that auch waters aa we speak 
«f are foond to be peculbrly naefuL 

Clu4yi>eates, such aa tiiis, are of eminent aenrioe in 
an impahvd or capricioua appetite, weakneas of the aa- 
ahailatory organs, irregular digestion, flatulent diaten- 
t&oob and an occasional vomitinir of viacid mucua. These 
Itfc the' usual sjrmptoms of a (Saeaae called dyspepaia, 
which ia of fl^qu6nt occurrence in thia countiy, and 
which often bafflea tne aid of medicine in any other 
Ibm but that of a natural chalybeate combmed with ex- 
crdae, and a proper regulation of diet But in recom- 
mending thia water as a poweilbl tonic, I wiah it to be 
perfectly understood, tmit H should be used onhr in 
those eaaea where all |raoea of active inflammation ba?e 
^mbaided, auch aa complainta of the biliaiy ornna of the 
fdimeiitaiy oaaal, or any of the viacera, arianr princt- 
•ally firom intemperance or from climate, and frequent- 
ly aooompMiied with jaundice. It is by being employed 
injudiciottsly in these caaes, and before the inflammatoiy 
mthesis b removed, that auoh chalj^heatea have often 
diaappointed the sanguine expectations of thoae who 
iMve reaofted to the use of them. 

Neitberthc design nor the limits of this essmr will per- 
mit the taking of a more extensive view of the various 
diseases for which chalybeate watera may be considered 
m valuable remediea. Enough haa been already aaid 
to recommend such minersl waters to thoae who are 
afflicted with complainta for which tonica, and particu- 
lariy oembinationa of iron, are preferable to many of our 
common medicinea. I have aa yet but slightly alluded 
to one quahty which thia mineral apring at Pittsbure 
haa been observed to.possess. It haa been already stated 
in the analysis, that a slight impregnation of aulphur, in 
the form of aulphuretted hydrogei^ ia preaent in thia 
spring. It ia true, that subsisting aa it doea onlv aa a 
gaa in the water, the eflTect of the fulphur aa a medicine 
HM^ not be TeiT apparent, but still auch watenrpoasess 
iRMne madiolnsi qualities and if highly unpregnated 
with it, are valuable remediea in herpetic and other 
cmtaneoqa disorders, aasisted by the frequent use of the 
.warm bath, which, at watering placea, is iUwaya to be 
found, aa a necessary and suitable appendage to auch 
ratabttshments. 

MINEttALOGICAL NOTICES, 

]9t GaenoB W. CABravraBi or PHiLAaxLraxA, 

0ngmaJfypubiiBhedm8USman*9 Journal, 

CHESTER COUNTY. 

Assisted by mf fiiend Mr. George Spackman, of Phi- 
ladelphia,! published in the 9th Vol. of this Journal, an 
account of the various minerals^ which we found on a 
tour made in 1835, through Chester county and part of 
the state of Delaware. On a late revisit to these locali- 
tiea, and a further extent of inveatigation, I disporered 
many additioaal localities of interesting mineral^ which 
irith ftae previoua cjuulogue already described, will eiyi- 



brace moat of the minerala contained in the acTtnl !««*• 
ships which have yet been explored. 

Chester county presents to the mi n e r alog is ts a fsda 
fleld for investigatioo. Her limeatone, seipentiM aa4 
gneiss, the predominant rocka of tiie county, contain i»- 
exhaustible beds of interesting minerals, and the mime- 
roua quarriea eveiy where in operatioii, greatly fiicilitate 
the meana of procuring them. Theae drcumatanoes^ 
with the i>ofite attention manifested towarda stra n g era hj 
the inhabitanta of the county, and the singular boapitaM* 
ty whidi particularly characterixea them, are indiioe- 
ments of toe atr o i y ea t nature fbr encouraging themiii- 
eralogiat, to visit this county in preference to ah—il nny 
section of country. 

It b a gratifying cireumatance for the loveia of natural 
hiatonr, to learn that mineralogy, in its moat Intiwslinft 
uaeful and important department, ia making rapid nS» 
vancement in •hia county. Almoat all dasaea or socittty 
are taking an intereat in its promotion, psrtieulsffly th« 
ferment and if the aam# zeal and ardor for iave aHgalki 
continue uninterrupted, we msyreaaonaUy expect aaaae 
valuable acquiaitiona to result from their researehca.— - 
Already aeveral valuable materiala have been found iai 
abundance. Magneaite and femginoua oxide of chrQBiMa» 
(chromate of Iron)* have been extasMively and i ' 
tageouafy worked fbr epaom aak, and chrome 
Theae artidea, a few veara aince, were receivw 
aively tnm England; they are now made from te abore 
matmila of equal quality aa the foreign, and at a kwer 
rate than they can be imported, which haaeventnatedhi 
the total exduaion of the foreign artidea, and «neh haa 
been the march of improvement, and the advancement 
of acience, that a cabinet of Natural Sdenoe haa beeai 
establiaaed at Weat Cheater, j- and ia now in a I 
co n di t ion, and under the moat fevourahle circ 
Amt becoming ahichly uaeful and important i 
An institution of the same kind haa juat been ealdiishfad 
at Wilmington, under the moat fkvourable aoapices, and 
bids fair to proaper. 

Among the townships of Chester county. East Mart- 
borough, London Grove, Newhn and Eaat Bvadfavdy 
have been moat exammed. Pennsbmr, Kennet, Mew 
Garden, West Mariborougfa, West Bmdfordy Weat Go8li> 
en and Westown, have been examined to a certain «>• 
tent. Penn, Londonderry, Upper and Lower Oxfoad. 
East and Weat Fallowfidd, New London, and EMtand 
West Nottingham, have been aaarcely examined at aU hy 
the minerdogiat The townships which have not yet 
been explored, are in the aouth weat part of the eounly^ 
and aa most of them contain abundant beda of liana* 
stone and ridges of aerpentine, they will no doubt di»>- 
doae, on examination, many new and interesting am* 
erala. 

East Marlborough is more remarkable for the ganal 
variety of minerals, than fbr the abundance of any enn 
kind, except the carbonate of lime, which fetm 
five beda tnrouf;hout the townahip, and the 
vdue of thia minerd in enriching and ii _ 
soil, is admirably displajred, in the luxuriance of i 
every vegetable speciea within ita influence. 

Newlin ia not only remarkable for a eonaidrirahia va« 
riety of minerala, but particularly for ^le great abon* 
dance of ita aerpentine, quarta and beayli tbia two kttcr 
occur of an intereating character, andjtfu extraanefar 
abundant, particulariy tiie heiyl, which oon a tiHHftu m^ 
moat a distmct formation, and the place ha%f — ''^ 
droumatanee, been denominated by the mini 
beryl hill, by which name it ia known through i 
townships. Lar|^ quantitiea of detached oayatab of 



* Thia minerd has been very improperly termed cbm* 
mate of iron by the most respectable anthora. Iran 
forma a very inconaiderable proportion of the nn^naak 
and the chrome is not in the state of an acid hut in tlMt 
of an oxyde4 It may therefore with aaore p r epai aly kn 
called a femiginona oxide of ohmoie, 

t See Regiatw, vd. 1. p. 302. 
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4«yl% M^fAtatt^iiM^ hedug withmafeotortwo from 
the rarfice. 'Drwsy quartx, of white, yellow and rich 
j^MiR coloun, ocottn in considerable quantity, in the 
nouuty. 

Wutown Tffwntihi^n 

This towaih^ wis not noticed in the former descrip- 
^oii» and his been as yet but partially explored; the fol- 
lowhig^ are the most important mineials which have been 
discovered. 

£artby and ferruginous oxide of manganese, of excel- 
lent quality, for emplojonent in the arts and manu£ic- 
tiMk I presented a sample to Mr. Abrsham Miller, an 
iofenious pottcrof this city, who made u^*j of it in his 
flianufaotqre, and pronounced it equal to the imported. 
ItoociKi on Joseph Osbume's larm, three miles south 
«f Weat Cheater. H has not yet been woriLed, but iu 
psi k i o n and external appearances render it probable, 
that it IB abundant 

SiUoecNis o^deaad carbonate of manganese, of a red- 
dish and f eUowish brown colour, and of asomewhat fi>- 
listed atnicture, same localitjr. 

Maaganesian gsnet, raftasiTe^ of a reddish brown to- 
io«r, saaoe localUy. 

Bkbek sdbori, traveraing quartz in cylindrical crystals, 
fienr bcautilal, on Joseph Osbume's farm. 

Fine adcular and fibrous hornblende, of a jet black 
OQkNUv same locality. 

Limpid and smoky <|uartz, in beautiful transparent 
ctyflal% hezahedral pnsms terminated by pyramids, 
loose in the soil, Joseph Osbume's farm. 

A mina was opened on this farm about sixty years 
since for sihrer ore, and a small portion of the metu was 
obtained. It was however abandoned in consequence 
of the minote quantity yielded, and a doubtful prospect 
«f ita prodociag advantageously. The oxides and car- 
tiantsa of manganese, and the manganesian garnet, oc- 
ffm ako» on wSiam OdMima's hrm adjoining. 

Cymufbtf in oblique tetrahedral prisms^ (primitive 
famot) fhmi one ^^uter to one inch in thickness, and 
iPMBMM to teee mches in lengtii, occurs in mioa 'slate 
nad detached crystals, on the Strasburg road, near the 
bridge on the east branch of the Brandywine— idnm* 



Fkiate of Hme, of a deep bkie eolour, in small cubia 
crystals, same locality. 

Calcareous spar, ia rhombic crystals and hexahadral 
prisms, having irregular sides, same locality. 

Schori, in beautiful cylindrical crystals, of a jet black 
cdour, same locality. 

Beryl, of a rich green colour, near William Embne'a 
malt house, in detached crystals. 

Green mica, in foliated masses and crystallized in gra* 
nite, near the celebrated beryl locality. 

Green foliated talc, same locality. 

Sulphuret of iron, in cubic crystals, same locali^. 

Mica, of a grass green colour, beautifully stnated* 
near Brandywme bridge, three miles west of Chestel^ 
county poor house. 

Eati MarBforwigk T\mm»k^. 

Iserine, in detached crystals and granular masses, st 
David Persey's mill race, also in quartz, in tetrahedral 
prisms striated, in John Baily's lime quarry. 

TremoHte, beautifully crystallized, in obfiqua 
iAs^ nfimiA. thfk sciitft Iflt^nl t^tn^ tnuiested wxl 



rided prisms, the acute k 
hedral i - - 



Zircon, an interesting locafity bf this mineral occurs 
in bhtosh quartz, near JefiHes' fbrdT. 

Feldspar, of a bhieish colour and lameOar stmctore, 
«ooan near JeflfHes' ford on the Brandywine. 

Amethyst, of a rich violet colour, highly transparent, 
in hezahedral prisms terminated by pyramids, occurs de- 
tached in the soil, on James Gibbon's farm, three miles 
aootk of West Chester. Fine specimens from this lo- 
ieafity, are in the cabinet of Natural Sciences of West 
Cheater. 

Suii^Miiet of iron» in large cubic crystals^ on R. Wood- 
ward'aftrm. 

Bed oxide of titanium, same locality. 

Maknret of iron, in cubic crystals, on Job Darling- 
ton^ mm. Plumbago, same locality. 

N o cr s ni t e, wdl cha rac t etizcd in As em i n ated 



SeboriL ^ ^ beautiAil jet bbick colour, on J. Painter's 

P e mub on * Towukip. 
Hscpanitc, in carbonate ol lime, in Mendenhall'sltme 



Amethyst, in beautiful violet crystals^ on George Dar- 
linglDtt'k mrm, adjoining Wister's. 
Bog iron OK, same locality. 

» in regidar hezahedral prisms, in granite, near 
* Va ™il- 

NewSnTmiMp, 
dpem quarto, in drusy clusters snd prismatic crystals, 
-on tho serpentine ridge near Mason's fann. 

limpid qoartz, in hezahedral prisms terminated by 
P)nnmids» in c a rbo nat e of lime, in Edwards' lime quar- 



ral edges truncated wxdi di« 
summits, in John Bsily's lime quany. 

Sulphuret of iron, iu cubic crystals occamonall^ tmn« 
cated, on all its angles, also in dodecahedrons, m John 
Baily's lime quarries. 

Epidote, in hezahedral prisms, sometimes tmncaled 
on the edges, of a yellowiah rreen colour on Isaac Tay- 
lor's fimn, adioinii^ John Baily's south. 

Foliated talc, white and green, on A. Marshall's fhrm, 
also on McCloud's adjoining. 

JVed Mar&ormigk Jlmmkipk 

Phosphate of lune, in hezahedral prkms, of a yellow* 
ish green colour, in granular limestohe, in Bernard's 
quarry. 

Iserine. Beautiful spedmena of this mineral occnr in 
tetrahedral prisms, truncated on the angles, longko^ 
naUy striate^ with oblique summits, in Beniard's Mmo 
quarry. 

Brown spar, in small rhombic ctyatals, with thep l an ea 
sTigfatly curved, in Bernard's lime quarry. 

Dogtooth spar, (carb. of lime) in semi transparent 
straw cdoured ciyslals. MeNeal's lime qoany. 
iVho 6fardbi Ihwntk^. 

Fib^3Iite, of a grnrish white colour, in little bandies 
of delicate fibres and acicular crystals intimatehr con- 
nected, on Nathan Scarlet's fann, south of Phillip'a 
quMty. 

Black schorl, in cylindrical ciystals and fibres, a veiy 
beautiful varie^ of this mineral, same locality. 

Phosphate of lime, in hexahedral prisms, of a green 
colour, same locality. 

Garnets, in dodecahedral crystals, of a deep red co- 
lour, in nuca shite, same locality. 

fibrous carbonate of lime, in J. Philfip's Irnie cjoar- 

Cari>onate of lime, in beautiful arl»6re8cent maman- 
lary and botiyoidal concretions, in Joshua Puse3r's fime 
quarry. 

Tremolite, in fine adcular crystals, and fibres of a pore 
snow wMte colour, radiating and iKverging, In Brown'a 
quany. 

Kaolin, an extensive bed of this mineral oocofs on 
Israel Hoope's farm. New Garden township. This sob- 
stance is extenrively employed in the manufiicture of 
porcelam ware . Two manufactories, and the only ones 
yet estsbhshed in this coontryj are suppBed from thia 
looality. 

Wed Bnufford Townikw. 

DiaUage and sananrite, near WorUk'jitavein» on the 
Strasburg road. 

Chromate of iron, in detached masses, and dinntegm- 
ted crystals, satne locafity. 

Epidote, in 'oeautifblhexahedna prisms, wHh dihodfal 
summits, of % resplendent bottle pnten coloort the crya> 
taU are firo tn one half to three indies in length, and from 
11-8 to| of an inch in diamaer.fiilly equal insist and 
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bctuty to those of the celebrated locality of Arendal in 
Norway, occurs in primitive hornblende, on Smith's and 
ICcMuilins farms, adjoining' each other. 

Zeolite, in fascicular groups of minute crystals and 
fibres, radiating from a central point, of arsnow white 
colour, and pearly lustre, forming* narrow veins in pri- 
mitire hornblende, on Robert Lambern's farm. 

Chabasie, in rombic crystals, of a reddish brown co- 
lour, in hornblende associated with zeolite, same locali- 
Silico-calcareous oxide of titanium, in rhomboidal 
prisms, with dihedral summits, in a ^gue of hornblende 
and feldspar, same locality. 

Bhie feldspar, of the lamellar ▼ariety,'striated on the 
aurface, same locality. • 
^ Mica, in rhomboidal and hexahedral prisms, in |fra- 
■ite, one mile north of Sharplesstown, on the Wilmmg- 
ton road. 

Ameth;^, of a deep violet colour, in hexahedral 
prisms, with pyramidal terminationsi loose in the soil, on 
Georgpe Passmore's farm. 

Fetid quartz, well characterized, in R. Wood's lime 
quany. 

Limpid quartz, in hexahedral prisms, with pyramidal 
terminations, in the lime quarries near the poor house. 
Iserine, in striated cylindrical crystals, imbedded in 
quartz, same locality. 

Sulphuret of iron, in cubic crystals, occasionally trun- 
cated un the angles, same locality. 

London Qront Tlntmship* 
Tremolite, in fibrous and radiated masses, in Ephraim 
Wilaon's quarry. 

Phosphate of lime, perHctly transparent, of a rich 
bottle green colour, in hexahedral prisms and massive, 
#B AUiaoh's fiuTOf tiiis interesting locality was discover- 
ed by Dr. Allison who has liberally distributed specimens 
imong our mineralogists. 

Tourmaline, of a beautiful velvet black, in hexahedral 
prisms, terminated with trihedral faces, set on the lateral 
edges, on William Jackson's farm. 

Bed oxide of titanium, in tetrahedral prisms, with di- 
hedral summits in gneiss, ak'j massive, on Wm. Jackson's 
turn, 

berine, in tetrahedral prisms, truncated on the an- 
gles, and longitudinally striated, in W. Jackson's Tune 
quarry. 

Tremolite, crystallized, and in radiated fibres, same 
locally. 

Foliated and fine scaly talc, of a white colour, in Hit- 
cbiner's quarry, ac^j oining W. Jackson's. 

Brown tourmaline, in hexahedral prisms, in carbonate 
of lime, a beautiful mineral, in W. Jackson's, and Pile 
& Morrison's lime quarries. 

Crystallized quartz,* in hexahedral prisms with pjTa- 
midal summits, transparent, in Pile & Morrison's quarry. 
Brown spar, in rhombic crystals, slightly curved, of a 
brownish cdour and beautiful pearly lustre, same loca- 
lity. 
Fetid quartz, well characterized, same locality. 
Magnesian carbonate of lime, in rhombic masses and 
crystals, same locality. 

Quartz, of a milk white colour, on W. Jackson's 
hrm. 

C^ramte. An interesting locality of cyanite in the 

Primitive form, has been discovered in this vicinity, by 
>r. Allison. 

Garnets, in dodecahedral crystals, abundant in the 
gneiss rocks, and detached, on W. Jackson's farm and 
neighbourhood; a specimen in the museum of the West 
Chester cabinet measures 6 75 inches in circumference. 

* A specimen of limpid quartz from Morrison's quar- 
17, presented to the cabinet of Natural Sciences by W. 
Jackson, and now in their museum, a hexahedral prism 
with pyramidal termination, measures sixteen inches in 
circunuerence. 



Specular oxide of iron, in quartz, near London Grove 
meeting house. 

Mica, of a leek green colour, on W. Jackson's farm. 

Cyanite, in fascicular groups, of bladed crystals, of ■ 
pale and sky blue colour, on W. Jackson's 6irm. 

BInck and reddish brown schorl, in acicular diverging 
crystals, and fibres in quartz, on W . Jackson's fanr. 

Smoky quartz, six sided prisms, detached in the sml, 
on W.Jackson's farm. 

Calcareous spar, striated diagonally, to- the rombic 
cleavage, on W. Jackson's farm. 

Dogtooth spar, of a sti-aw yellow colour, in semi-traoik 
parent crysta}.*, in W. Jackson's lime quarries. 

Epidote, in hexahedral prisms, of a bottle green co- 
lour, in Mitchiner's lime quairy. 

Red jasper, in detached masses, on W. Jackson's 
hrm, 

yew London 7\3ixm8hip. 

Fibrolite, in delicate fibres, intimately connected, of 
a greyish white colour and glistening ai^ect, on Robert 
Hudson's farm. 

Schorl, in cylmdrical crystals, of a jet black coloor» 
same locality. 

Simdn/ LocaUHa in CheHer Counhf, 

Zoisite, in rhomboidal, cylindrical and acicular cryv* 
tals, of a grey colour, in gfneiss, in Bathwoods, near 
Wejt Chester, West Goshen township, discovered by 
Townsend Haines, Esq. 

Oxide of iron, the red hematitic variety, on the aer- 
pentine ridge, Nottingham township. 

Magnesite, forming narrow veins, in the serpentine 
ridg^ West Goshen. 

Mica, in beautiful hexahedral prisms, Kennet town* 
ship. 

Stalactical carbonate of lime, of a snow white colour, 
in arborescent, renifbrm, mammilary and botryoidal con* 
cretions, in John Robert's lime quarry, West Whiteknd, 
Chester county, four miles north of West Chester. 

Actynolite, in chlorite slate, near Waggontown, Chea- 
ter county. 

Amianthus, in delicate silky fibres, fontaing ninoto 
veins in serpentine, Joseph Taylor's quany. West Goeh- 
en, near West Chester. 

Plumbago, in quartz, near Charleston village, Charles- 
ton township. 

Epidote, in hexahedral prisms, of a yellowidi greets 
colour, Strode's mill, near West Chester. 

Oxide of iron, highly ma j^tic, near Goshen meeting^ 
house, East Goshen township. 

Garnets, in dodecahedral crystals, of a brown c^oiuv 
abundant on A. Hoope's farm. East Goshen township. 

Bog iron ore, on Pennypacker's fiuw, Charieston town- 
ship. 

LANCASTER COUNTY. 
Link Britain Thwns/dp, 

Octahedral magnetic; oxide of iron, on the serpentine 
ridge, on Joel Jacksoti's farm. 

Massive and crystallized ferruginous OToAt of chrome, 
or chromate of iron, occurs on a minor ridge of smen- 
tine, about a mile north of the main serpentine rid^, 
being about two miles west of the southern western point 
of Chester county, on the property of MoKim, Siina fc 
Co. of Baltimore, adjoining Joel Jackson's farm. The 
disinteg^ted crystals of chromate of iron, are fband 
coating the cavities of all the ravines made in the aides 
of the hiU, and indicate the existence of this vahiable 
material in quantity. 

Magnesite. An extensive locality of thb valuable 
minenl occurs, forming vems in the serpentine of con- 
siderable thickness, same locality; and is now extenaire. 
]y quarried and manufactured by Messra. McKim, Simaw 
& Co. of Baltimore, into sulphate of magnesia, (epsom 
salts.) These gentlemen have succeeded in midcini^ a 
purer salt at a much less price than it can be importe<|y 
which has entirely excluded importation; and the Uni- 
ted States are now almost entirely supplied frtm this ee* 
tablishmcnt. Four hundred or five hundred tons of 



Digitized by 



Google 



MnmRALOQICAL NOTICES. 



m 



ma^esite, have b6en obtained from this locality, and 
Messrs. McK. & S. manuftcture 1,500,000 lbs. of Ep- 
torn salt annually. 

Actynolite, in g^reen compressed ciystals, in talc, ser- 
pentine ridgv, on Joel Jackson's farm. 

Noble serpentine, with delicate veins of amianthus, 
terpentine ridge, on Joel Jackson's fai-m. 

Chalcedony. An interesting* locality of this mineral 
t)ccur8 near the mag^esite ab6ve described, about one 
And a half miles distant from the celebrated locality at 
Rocks springs, described in my former paper, and near 
tbe locality of magnesite and chromate of u^n. 

BUCKS COUNTY. 

Magnetic Oxide of iron, half a mile above Newport, 
on the Nesbamony creek. This we was formerly work- 
ed, bat has been abandoned, in consequence of not 
producing advantageously. 

Serpentine, having distinct laminae, slightly curved. 
These pervade the serpentine in spots, and when viewed 
in direction of the laminae, have a shining and pearly 
lustre, and when contrasted with the greenish black, 
dull, mnd-opaque colour of serpentine, have a glistening 
and metallic appearance, somewhat resembling bypers- 
tbene, half a mile below Newport, on Roldman's run. 

lAmellar feldspar, the glassy variety and g^phic gra- 
nite, at Newport 

Tourmaline, of a rich black colour, in eight sided 
prisms^ loiigitudinally striated, terminated by three sided 
pynmmds, in granite which forms veins in gfneiss, at Ne- 
viFs academy, near Bustleton. 

Cyanite, of a fine blue colour, in flat crsrstals or blades, 
in quartz, forming a vein in gneiss, near the same locali- 

^- 

Scaly talc, in detached masses, occasionally contain- 
ing asbestos, same locality. « 

Aabestoid actynolite, in silky fibres and acicular 
crystals, radiating from a centre in beautiful tufts, in de- 
tached masses, from one to filly pounds weight, in a 
wood, half a mile east of Bustleton. 

Magnesian g^amets, massive, of a lamellar stnicture, 
on the Penny pack creek, three miles from Bustleton, 
at the mouth of the Sandy run. 
Black oxide of manganese, in gneiss same locality. 
Phosphate of lime, in six sided prisms, terminated by 
six sided pyramids, of a light green colour, in quartz, 
■ame locality. 

Iridescent feldspar, of a blueish white colour, resem- 
bling the Labrador spar, on the farm of Mr. Jacob Van 
Arsdalen, three miles west i^Attleboro,' and seven north 
tff Bttstleton. 

Trenralite, of a grass green colour, in carbonate of 
fimc, in oblique tetrahedral prisms, having the acute 
edg^ truncated, with dihednd summits, occaaionaUy 
tianfparent. Van Arsdalen's farm, same locality. 
Actynolite, of a deep g^en colour, same locality. 
MU^ in six sided prisms, in granite, fibrous structure, 
in a diagonal direction to the angles of the prism, in 
which direction it may be cleave<^ and numerous deli- 
oite fibres separsted, on the Penny pack creek, one 
mile south west of Bustleton. 

For die discovery of the above localities, in Bucks 
county, we are indebted to ourfnend Dr. Edward Swift, 
an indefatigable mineralogist of Bustleton, Pa. 

At the locality of tremolite, iridescent feldspar and 
actynolite, on Jacob Van Arsdalen's farm, the following 
interesting minerals, also occur, which render this loca- 
lity suflic^ntly attractive to mineralogists. 

1. Tabular spar, in masses of several tons weight, 
analyxed by Dr. Morton, and Mr. J. P. WetheriU, who 
obtained the following oonstittients: 

Silex, .... 51,50 

L'mie, ... - 44,10 

Oxide of iron, - . - 1,00 

Lost by calcination, <• « 75 

9rt3S 



2. Scapolite, massive and crystallized. 3. PyroxeiMf» 
in hexidiedral prisms. 4. Zircon, forme soustr«tive of 
Hauy. 5- Mica, clove brown, and emerald {p«en. 6. 
Blue quartz, in small quantity. 7. Feldspar, massivt, 
of a dark blue colour, also in rhombic prisms, with the 
terminal angles truncated, Uniimrt of Hauy. 8. Gat- 
net, granular and in small dodecahedral crystals. 9. 
Phosphate of lime, massive, and in hexahedral prism^. 

10. Graphite, massive, and in delicate hexagonal tables. 

11. Sulphuret of iron, massive, and in octonedral crys- 
tals. 12. Sitico-calcareous o^de of titanium, in oblique 
four sided prisms. 

I have merely g^ven a catalogue of these minerals^ as 
aa elaborate and detailed account of them, haa been 
published by Dr. Samuel G. Morton, of Philadelphia^ 
m the Journal of the Academy of Natural Sdencea ef 
Philadelphia, for June, 1827. 

PHILADELPHIA COUNTY. 

Sil.-calcar. oxide of titanium, in oblique fbur rfded 
prisms, at Radner's mill, near the fiJls of Schuylkill, also 
on the township line road, near Rittenhouse's smith diop. 

Phosphate of lime, massive, and in hexahedral prisna^ 
imbedded in feldspar, on the township line roaa, same 
locality. 

Graphite, massive, in ^eiss rock, on Robinson's bill 
on the Schuylkill, five miles from Philadelphia. 

Lim]^id quartz, in hexahedral prisms, with pjrramidal 
terminations, in detached crystals, same locality. 

Chalcedony, on Longstroth's farm, near the York road^ 
five miles from Philadelphia. 

White beryl, in granite, hexahedfal prisms, in Di^'s 
cave, near the residence of William Wister, Esq. 

Graphic granite, and laminated feldspar, same locafi* 

C}ranite. in bladed crystals, fix)m a pal- to a deep sky 
blue, in g^ranite, near I^ivezly's mill, on the Wisahicott. 

Tourmaline, of a velvet black colour, in hexahedral 
prisms, near Rittenhouse's paper mill, on the Wisahi- 
con. 

Hematite, (brown oxide of iron,) in mammikry mas* 
ses, near Jacob Wise's mill, on the Wisahicon. 

Red oxide of titanium, massive and crystallized, in 
clay slate, on Wise's lane, near Wisahicon. 

Limpid quartz, in pyramidal olusters and drusy ag- 
gregates, same locality. 

Smoky quartz, highly transparent, near the towiiibtp 
tine road, six miles from Philadelphia. 

Mcmganesian Garnet — ^this mineral is of a browmali 
red colour, of a compact texture and occurs maasirc^ 
imbedded in the soil between Germantown turnpike^ 9atA 
Roxboroug^ township line road, six and a half inikt 
from Philadelphia, abundant. 

AdynoUtty in compi^ssed acicular crystals, travera* 
ing a g^ranular mass, occurring on the township line road 
six miles from Philadelphia. 

Sehorly of a beautiful velvet black, in cylindrical 
crystals more or less aggregated, occurring in granite 
rock on the old York road, five miles from Philadelphia,' 
abundant, in this same rock occurs the whift beryl 

Limpid Quarlx, crystallized in six aided prisma^ 
terminated by «x sided pyramids, with some modifies^ 
tions,^occurring loose in a ploughed field between Ger- 
mantown and the old York road, five miles from Phila- 
delphia. 

JdynoKUy of tbe ^assy variety, in talcoae rock, of 
a fine green colour, in trreeularly grouped acicular cryo> 
tals, eieten miles firom Philadelphia on tlie Wiaahicov 
creeks 

Ckromait of Iron at the same locality (abundant.) 

Pseudomorphous Quartz — these imperfect or ftJse 

crystals are generally opaque, sutface dull and of a Ta»> 

I riety of formt) it it sometimes also in small globolar or 
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Mniform iiMsses radiated firom the centre and in botiy- 
oidal clufters, occurring in an old quarry between Ger- 
mantown and York road, five miles from Philadelphia 
(abundant) 

8. Cryatali of Mca^ imbedded in granite, in rhorn- 
boklal and lix tided tables and prisms, on the township 
line road, six miles from Philadelphia, 

9« Siaurotidct in mica^late, Wisahicon creek, 6 miles 
from Philadelphia« 

10. Pho^iiiaU of Limet in long- , slender six sided 
piisiiM of a pale green colour in granite rock at (Sennaii- 
town, six and a half miles from Philadelphia. 



PROCEEDINGS OF COUNCILS. 
At a special meeting of Councils held August &, 1838, 
Dr. Thomas Ritchie, was elected a member of the Board 
of Health, for the unexpired time of James Kitchin, esq. 
deceased. 

COMMON COUNCIL. 
Mr. Linn presented a petition from the inhabitants of 
' Pmestreet, residing between Third and Fourth streets, 
praying that the market carts may be removed to Fourth 
8ti«et below Pine street Referred to Market Commit- 
tee. 

Mr. Troth presented a petition from the owners of 
property frontine on Lodge alley, praying that it may 
DC regulated and repaved. Referred to paving commit- 
tee, with power to act on it if ihey deem it expedient 
Mr. Walmsley, as chairman of the committee of ac- 
counts, made the fcdlowing report, which was adopted 
Mid coneurred in by Select Council. 
The Committee of Accounts to whom was referred Ly- 
dia R. Bailey's Bill for Printing and Stationaiy, beg 
leave to Report, 
That they nave examined the same, being from April 
12, 1837, to May 19, 1828, inclusive, and find it correct 
They there£ire recommend the adoption of Ae fol- 
lowing resolution : 

Resolved, by the Select and Common Councils, that 
the Mayor be requested to draw his warrant on the City 
Treasurer in favor of Lvdia R. Bailey, for four hundred 
and twenty three dollars sixty two cents, and that the 
same be charged to appropriation No. 21. 

Mr. Smith, as chairman of the committee to whom 
was referred the letter of the (Jounty Commissioners, 
reported an 

ORDINANCE 

To permit the County Commissioners to make certain 

openings into the Common Sewer i% Mulberry-st. 

Skcttoh 1st Be it ordained and enacted by the CUi- 
aam of Pkiladehkiq, in Select and Common Couneik os- 
mmhkd, That tne County Commissioners be and they 
are hereby permitted to make such openings and neces- 
mrj stench traps, into the Common Sewer in Mulberry 
street, as may oe requisite to cany off the water from 
the Aroh street Prison, under the direction and superin- 
tendence of the City Commissioners. 
Mr. Lowber offered the following resolution : 
'^Resolved, by the Select and Common Councils, that 
the Paving Committee be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of having those parts of Chesnut, and Fifth 
ana Sixth streets, adjacent to the Court Rooms, laid with 
HMf stones, or prepared in such way as will prevent the 
none which now renders the said rooms inconvenient 
Ihr tlie transaction of the busmess of the said Courts." 
Adopted and concurr^ in by the Select Council. 
Mr. Smith offered the following resolution: 
Resohred, by the Select and Common Councils, that 
Hm efier of James Patton, Jr. for rentmjg Sassafras street 
wtef, fbr three rears, at the rate of one' thousand dol- 
hn per aamm, be accepted and that the City Ooramis- 
skmers h$ direct to have the necessary contracts drawn 
with provisions tiierein inserted, that he shall not use the 
fame for storinr lumber or naval stores, and rent payable 
qoarteriy. Adopted and concurred in by the Select 
CouaciL 



Mr. Donaldson read in h'ls plftce, 

AN ORDINANCE 
Amending an Ordinance, entitled an Ordinance, fhdnr 
the width of the Cartway in Strawbeny AUey, passed 
July 10, 1828. 

Be U ordained and ei^fleted btf the Ciiizeni of PkikM' 
phia^ in Select and Common Council anembki That the 
width of the Cartway in Strawbeny alley shdl be 10 ft 
any thing in any existing regulation or ordinance to the 
contrary, in any wise notwithstanding. 
SELECT COUNCIL. 
Mr. Toland as Chairman of the Committee on Pen 
Square, made the following report: 

The committee on Pena Sqmre, beg lem^ to report^ 
viz: That they have duected the city nonimiBikmni to 
take down the fence, and remove the nib^sh^ he 8w« 
from said square, and when the surv^ of it it complete 
ed, to designate the boundaries of the four squares, or 
plots by posts.— That they have requested the city tor- 
veyor to fix the regulation of the sauare, as toon as his 
other public duties will permit — ^Tbe season being now 
advanced, the Committee are of opinion, that the per- 
mahent embellishment of it, may be deferred oatil the 
ensuing spring, and for the present beg leave to offer 
sundry r^dutions, which they consider proper to be 
adopted. 

B^lved, By the Select and Common Councilsy that 
Market street running through Penn square be paved^ 
and that the city commissioners be, and they are bersby 
authorized, to take up the curb and pebble stonesy form- 
ing the southern semi-circle of said square, to be osed 
therefor. 

Resolved, That the streets bordering oti Penn Sqosre 
be curbed and levelled. 

Resolved, That the committee be empowered to di' 
rect the trees, now on the square, to be cut down and 
removed, whenever in their opinion they may decna iC 
proper. 
Laid on the table. 

The Select Council concurred in the resohitioa passed 
by the common council at their former meetings request- 
ing the city treasurer to have 200 copies of the acooonis 
of the corporation of the city of Philadelphia, from 1st 
day of April 1823, to 1st day of January 1828, publish* 
ed. 

The Select Council also concurred in the fUlowiag 
resolution, passed by the common councils at their for- 
mer meeting: 

'llesolved by the select andcommon council^ Thsi 
the mayor, recorder, aldermen and city regnlaton ft« 
requested to review the regulation in Third street bdow 
wniing's alley, and report if any and what alteratioa m 
said regulation be necessary." 

1 he select council also passed the ordinance relalive 
to altering the curb stones in Water street betweea Mar^^ 
ket and Arch streets. 

AN ORDINANCE 
Regulating the curb-stone in a part of Water street 
between High and Mulberry street 
SscTioir 1. Be it ordained and enacted by the li/ MWin 
of PhUaddphiat in Selects Common Comusik Mmmhkd, 
That the ciu-b-stones on the east side of Water atreetr 
between Clifford's alley and the next alley south of it,* 
be replaced in the same situation in which they 
mediately before the twelfth day of June, 183 



At a stated meeting of councils held AnguiC 141 
COMMON COUNCIL. 

A comnranication fitmi the city coismiasionerB watfe' 
ceived statinr they had received a letter from Mr. Jaanes 
Patton dedinmgtbe lease of Sassafras street whaii; on* 
der the restrictions— refonred to ooromittee on SMd 
wharf. 

A communication from the owners of prraertgr new 
the intersection of Thirteenth street and Pine ttreet* 
praying for an alteration in the reguhuion of said I 
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ThefbUowing communication from the Hayor» Re- 
corder, Aldermen, andj City Regulators, was received. 
To the Select and Common Councik of ike City of FJUh- 

de^ha. 
The undersigned, IHyoT, Recorder, Aldermen and City 
Reg^tors, respectfully represent — 
That in pursuance of a resolution of Councils of the 
*th of AiigTist, 1828, they have viewed Delaware Third 
•treet from Walnut to Spruce street, and do agree to re- 
port, that in their opinion there is no necessity for any 
alteration in the established regulation of ascents and de- 
scenti in that square — But in lieu thereof they do earn- 
ttify recommend to Councils to direct so much of the said 
street between Walnut st. and York cburt, to be forthwith 
repaved, as may be necessary to carry the said regula- 
tions into full and complete effect, which they believe 
will remove the complaints \diich have so long and so 
justly e^stedin that neighbourhood. 

Mr. Linn, as chairman of the committee for a survey 
of the river Schuylkill, made the following report: 
iTic committee appointed to cause a survey of the ri- 
ver Schuylkill, from Fair Mount to the river Dekware, 
report: 

That in pursuance of the said resolution^ they con- 
tracted with Mr. David McClure, to survey sjud river, 
on the conditions detidled herewith, which he has ful- 
filled to tlie entire satisfaction of the said committecf and 
furnished them with a draft of said river, which accom- 
puiies this report, as well as with his observations there* 
on, as follows: 

** The trust which the Councils have been pleased to 
commit to me in the survey of a section of the Schuyl- 
kill, I have successfully accomplished, and it will tio 
doiU>t be satisfactory to knowi that in drafting the same, 
the proofs of its accuracy were afforded by those cross 
sights and additional bearings, which your surveyor 
had the precaution to make. 

" Smce the survey of 1819j I find, at the mouth of the 
Schuylkill, some small alteration in the bar, though no- 
thing materia] to affect the navigation. Great care was 
taken accurately to ascertain the state of the bar, and 
the entrance of the river, and it will be found by exam- 
ining the chart, that there is at low water, 8 feet, which is 
something less than the sounding as was found in 1819. 
It would naturally be suggested, that in consequence of 
the great body of the Schuylkill water that is thrown 
mto Philadelphia, at Fair Mount, the velocity of the cur- 
rent would be much impeded^ and the bar be exposed 
to depontion of the alluvial borne down by the current 

." The navigation of the Schuylkill is perfectly easy, 
the soundings, as will be seen by the Chart, being indi- 
cative of a regular formed channel. Some caution, how- 
ever, must be taken, in entering the river, and also to 
avoid a small bar, running out at the point, situate on 
the east side of the river, and about the third of a xmle 
above the upper termination of the bold gravel shore, 
on which is erected the Hamburg and other taverns^ 
A small rock between the city and Gray's ferry, has an 
imperious claim to the attention of the Councils. This 
rock, at low water, is eletated about three feet, but at 
bigh water is below the surface from two to three feet; 
ind as the rock b situated as far as one-fourth across the 
river, vessels are gfreatly in danger of getting foul of it. 
During the last year this misfortune happened to two 
reaseu^ and they were in so perilous a situation that they 
were under the necessity of immediately discharging 
their ear^^s. A small buoy would be all that would 
be requisite to give the necessary intimation to strangers^ 
of the situation of this rock, which can at alf times be 
easily Ivoided. 

Every thing important has (>een care/ully inserted on 
the dnuight, and the soundings, which are numerous^ 
«re all exhibited as taken at low water. In this survey 
additional proofs have been afforded! of the accuraev of 
those experiments and observations communicated to 
Councils m the report of tiie survey of the Delaware in 
l819y and there is no doubt that with tome attention to 
Vol. 11. 14 



that subject, and by a proper improvement of the hints 
therein suggested, the navigation of the river at the bw 
may be greatly improved. Respectfully your% 

(Signed) DAVID McCLURR." 

Your committee beg leave to report further, that af- 
te# examining the said observations, and consulting 
with the Master Warden of the citv of Philadelphia, they 
are of opinion that it is adviseable to fiH up the false 
channel now forming on the south side of the mouth of 
the river, and to prevent any further imposition on the 
part of evil disposed persons to give a false impression as 
to the difficulty attending thi navigation of aud river* 
they offer the following resolutions: 

Resolved, That the Copy Right of the Survey of. th« 
Stiver SchuylkiA be secured to the Corporation of tho 
City of Philadelphia, and that the same be engraved, 
and 500 copies struck off, and placed in the hands of 
the City Treasurer, to be sold at cost, to all applicants. 

Resolved, That the Wardens of the port of Philadek 
phia be requested, if they deem it expedient, to sink a 
hulk in the false channel of the Schuylkill, so as to fill 
up said channel, and to cause two posts or poles, with 
proper marts, to be erected at the mouth of said pverV 
to designate the channel, and to be leading marks for 
entering and leaving the said river, and also to causa 
buoys to be placed on the rock, designated in said re- 
port of D. McClure. 

Resolved, That tiie sum of $200 be placed at the dis- 
posal of the committee for carrying into effect the abovo 
resolutions, and the same be charged to No. 21. 

Philadelphia, Aug. 12, 1838. 

Mr. Fell, as Chairman of the Committee on Markets/ 
made the following report J *" 

I'he M^ket Committee, to whom were referred twd" 
several petitions, one from sundry owners, part owners/ 
or residents, in or near Decatur streets, praying that the 
said street may no longer be appropriated as a stand for 
market carts, and the other from Joseph Cair, praying 
that one side of Eighth street below Market street, m«y 
be appropriated as a stand for market carts-^Respect- 
fully report. That they have taken those petitions intd 
conttderation^ and are of opinion that it is inexpedient 
to grant the prayers of the petitioners, and ask to b^ 
discharged from further attention to the subject 

Mr. Johnson offered the following resolution r 

Resolved, by the Select and Common Councils^ i^hti 
the Mayor, Recorder, Aldermen, and City Surveyors/ 
be and they are hereby requested to view the regula- 
tions, at the intersection of Pine and Thirteenth streets/ 
and report to Councils if any and what alterations anf 
neCcs^uy to be made in sdd regulations. 

Adopted, and Select Council concurred. 

Mr. Linn offered the following resolution f 

I^esotved, by the Select and Common Councils, Tiai 
a joint committee of three members from each Council/ 
be appointed to ascertain whether, and on ¥^hat terms/ 
Windmill Idand, opposite the city of Philadelphia/ 
latterly known by the name of Smith's Island, can be pur- 
chasea from its present holders; and to report upon the 
elpedienC^ thereof, as well ais on all other inatiers ixi 
connexion therewith av may appear hecesteiy. 

Adopted, and Common Council appointed oir ihmi 
part, Messrs. Linn, Jones, and Hafnes. 

Mr. Smith offered the following retfoluticns 

Resolved, by the Select and Coi^mon Couhdl^ t1)i£ 
a joinc committed of One member of ^ch Coonoil h€ 
appointed to cause the improvement to be made attlie 
Fish market, at the south end of Second street marked 
agreeably to a plan had before Councils tbitf evening, and 
when completed^ that the Bfayor be requested to draw 
his warrant on the City Treasurer f6r the expense there- 
of^ and charge the same to ^propriatioit No. 14. 

Adopted^ anc( Mr. Smith wu appointed on the pni 
of the Common Council. 

Select Council concurred, and appoiM»(i Mr. Thomir- 
son. 

Mr. Lowber offered the following ^esokrtioirr 



Digitized by 



Google 



90 



PENNSYLVANIA HOSPITAL. 



[Avmn* 



Resolred, by the Select uid Common Councils, That 
the Bfayor be requested to^draw his warrant on the City 
Treasurer, in favour of Clement S . Miller, Esq. for the 
sum of seven hundred and sixty dollars, to be chargx^d 
to appropriation No. 21. 
Adopted, and concurred in by Select Council. 
Mr. Linn offered the follow ing resolution : 
Resolved, by the Select and Common Councils, That 
a committee of two members from each Council be ap- 
pointed to ascertain the expediency of havings posts, 
(with rings^ placed along the side of the curb stones, 
on stands for drays, at such distances as the owners of 
drays can attach their horses to them, and thereby pre- 
vent the gfreat danger and inconvenience attending the 
present manner of standing- 
Laid on the table. 

SELECT COUNCIL. 
A communication from the Hope Engine Company, 
was received, and referred to Committee on Fire Com- 
panies. 

Mr. Toland moved to take up fqr consideration the 
report atid resolutions from the Committee on Penn's 
Square, which was agreed to. 

Mr. Toland then moved to amend the first resolution 
so as to read thus: 

Resolved, by the Select and Common Councils, That 
the city commissioners cause High street running 
through Penn's Square to be paved. 

Which was adopted, and the Common Council con- 
curred therein. 

The second and third resolutions were then agreed 
to, but the Ccjmmon Council added an amendment to 
the second resolution, which was postponed by the Se- 
lect Council. 
Mr. Heed offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, by the Select and Common Councils, That 
the city commissioners be and they are hereby directed 
to repair, forthwith, the alley running from Seventh to 
Eighth streets, between Chesnut and Sansora streets. 
Adopted, and the common council concurred therein. 
Mr. Toland offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, by the select and common councils. That 
the city commissioners be and they are hereby directed 
to cause GtUis*8 alley, running from Lombard to Cedar 
street, and between Fif^h and Sixth streets, to be curb- 
ed and paved, which was passed by the select council, 
but the common council did not concur therein. 



PENNSYLVANIA HOSPITAL. 

This institution, being among the earliest and most 
important of those benevolent establishments, for which 
our city has been celebrated, we have drawn up as full 
an account of it, as time would permit, from several au- 
thentic sources, viz. a publication by the Managers, from 
the commencement to 1760— and also in ISOl^one by 
Dr. B. H. Coates, in the Philadelphia Journal of Med. and 
Physical Sciences — and one prepared by Mr. Wm. G. 
Malin, clerk of the Hospital, and published by the 
Managers, a few months since. For the tables of dis. 
eases, managers, &c. which have never been published, 
we are also indebted to Mr. Malin. 

Orioin ahd History. 
This valuable institution was founded in the year 
1750, by a number of benevolent individuals, who ob- 
serving the distressed situation of the poor, and particu- 
larly of lunatics, procured a petition^ which was pre- 
sented to the Assembly, the 23d January, 1750-51, and 
which finally obtained an act of incorporation^— although 
'* for some thne it was doubtful whether the bill would 
pass, many of the members not readily conceiving the 
necessity or usefulness of the design; and apprehending 
morieover, that the expense of paying pliysicians and 
tui^ons, would eat oo the whole of any fund that could 



be reasonably expected to be raised — ^but Boctorv 
Lloyd Zachary, Thomas Bond, and Phineas Bond,, gene^ 
rously offering to attend the hospital g^tis for three 
years, and oUier difficulties being removed, the biB 
passed unanimously, and in May fonowing received the 
assent of James Hamilton, lieutenant governor under 
the proprietaries, Thomas and Richard Penn. By tbi* 
act, it was provided, that as soon *' as a capital stock 
should be produced by private contributions, amounting 
to two thousand pounds value, (the yearly interest or 
rent of which is to be applied to the accommodating of 
the sick poor in the said hospital, free of charge for diet, 
attendance, advice, and medicines,*') the speaker ahould 
be authorized to draw on the treasurer for a nmilar 
amount, to be applied to the founding, buildinr, and 
furnishing the hospital. A subscription was immediately 
set on foot, and in a short time considerably more than the 
amount required b^ the act was subscribed; and on the 
1st July 1751, a majority of contributors met at the State 
House, and chose by ballot the fbUowing 12 nianagsti» 
and treasurer. 

Manager 8^1 o^nsi Crosby, Benjamin FrankEn, Tho^ 
mas Bond, Samuel Hazard, Richard Peters, Israel Pen^ 
berton, Jr. Samuel Rhodes, Hugh Roberts, Joseph Mor- 
ri«, John Smith, Evan Morgan, Charles Norris. 
Trtttaurer—i oYiii Reynell. 

On the 6th July 1751, an address was prepared to* 
the proprietaries, mentioning the establishment ©f the 
hospital, and the funds raised by contributions, and tile 
act of assembly, — and praying for the grant of a piece 
of gfround, for the buildings — "that all concerned in the 
province may share in the honour, merit, and pleasure, 
of promoting so good a work." This petition was for- 
warded to Thomas Hyam, and Sjrlranus Bevan, in Eng- 
land, to be laid before the proprietaries. Although the 
desired piece of ground was not mentioned in the peti- 
tion, yet in the letter to the agents, it is described as 
" vacant part of the square between 9th and 10th streets 
from Delaware, on the south side of Mulberry street, 
and is 396 feet east and west, and 360 north and south, 
and the application is urged by the consideration, that 
the lots in this part of the city have not advanced in Tk- 
lue for several years past, and are not likely to be soon 
settled." In answer to tlie petition, the proprietaries 
offered a lot of ground '* on the north side of Sassafras 
street, 396 feet, or thereabouts, and from south to north 
on 6th and 7th streets, 300 feet, and bounding north* 
ward on other vacant land, part of the same square, re- 
ser\ed to us." He also granted a charter, which 
the Managers declined accepting; on account of aome 
objectionable clauses, and considering the incorporation^ 
of the Assembly as the best that they could have. The 
lot tendered by the proprietaries was deemed unsuitable 
for the purpose, it being, they say, **a moist piece of 
ground, adjoining to the brick yaids, from which the 
city hath been supplied with bricks about 40 years past, 
where there are ponds of standing water, and therefore' 
must be unhealthy, and more fit for a burying place, (to 
which use a part of it is already applied) than for any 
other purpose; besides, as it is part of a square allotted 
by the late honourable proprietaries for public uses, aa 
the old maps of the ci^ will show, our fellow citizens 
would tax us with injustice to them, if we{shou]d accept 
of this lot by a grant from our present proprietaries, in- 
such terms, as would seem to imply our assenting to 
their having a right to the remainder of the square.**— 
The agents were requested to repeat the application fbr 
the lot first described, either as a grant or on sak — it 
being determined, " rather to purchase a lot in a proper 
situation, than to build the house in an inconvenient 
place, or to accept of any lot on such terms as woold 
give a general dissatisfiw^on'* One of the codtributors o^ 
fered to give a muth larger lot of ground about » mile oat 
of town, which was objected to, nrom an apprehension of* 
its bein^ inconvenient to the physicians, •« who as they 
freely ^ve their attendance, should be subjected to s» 
little difficulty as possible." The proprietaries still r ~ 
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tiniied to object to gi^g any other lot, or to ■ nit. 
They however aflerwardi granted to the Hospital about 
one acre on the northern part of the square; at present 
occupied by the Hospital; the remainder of the square 
having been purchased in 1754, from individuals, at a 
low imte. 

FAruary 10, 1752. The Managers having hired the 
most convenient house that could be procured, with 
j^ardens, &c. (being situated in Market street, on the 
south side, above 5th street, and formerly the residence 
of Judge Kinsey) admitted on that day the first patients, 
who were regularly attended by the physicians and sur- 
g^ns, and by them g^tuitously supplied with medi- 
cines, until December of that year. An assortment of 
drugs being then received from London, an apothecary 
shop was opened in the Hospital — and an apothecary 
appoiated, with a salary of £15 per annum. The cost 
er the medicines was £112 15s. 2d. and was paid for by 
a tttbicription, which was " set on foot among the cha- 
ritable widows, and other good women of the city," of 
which Mary Allen contributed £24 6s. From this 
bounty, also, medicines were furnished to many poor 
Mt door patients, which may be considered the founda- 
tion of a dispensary. 

AHarch 10, 1754. A plan and estimate for the build- 
inn to be erected, was submitted to the contributors, 
which being unanimously approved, the necessary 
measures were adopted for procuring materials, and fur- 
ther contributions solicited. *' So diligent and success- 
fd were their applications, that scarce a tradesman, or 
even a labourer, was employed in any part of the work, 
without first engaging a reasonable part to be charitably 
^>plied in the premises." 

In 1754, the Managers, and some other contributors, 
applied to the Assembly to be permitted to sign the bills 
of credit, for the purpose of aiding the funds of the Hos- 
pital, by adcUng to them the sums which they would be 
entitled to for signing. In this way £1838 17s. 6d. were 
added to pther contributions, and proved a very season- 
able assistance. 

Mojf 28 1755. The necessary preparations bemg 
iBadc for commencing the building, the corner stone 
was laid by the President, Joshua Crosby, assisted by the 
Managers, physicians, and several contributors; and a 
large concourse of citizens, in addition to whom the 
schools were broken up, and all the children of an age 
to recollect it, sent to be witnesses. The comer stone 
is a large piece of marble, in the south-east comer of the 
eastern wing, with the following inscription, by Frank- 
lins- 

"Inthe Year of Christ 

MDCCLV. 

George the Second happily reiening, 

(For he sought the happiness of his People,) 

Piiiladelphia flourishing, 

(For its Inhabitants were public spirited,) 

This Building, 

By the Bounty of the Government, 

And of many private Persons, 

Was piously fbunded. 

For Relief of the Sick and Miserable. 

May the God of Mercies 

Bless the Undertaking." 

A roeasage had been sent into Chester county, to the 
fiwt individual bom in the colony af^er the arrival of 
WiUiam Penn, to induce him to lay the comer stone — 
wUeh be refused, but attended at the ceremony. 

The roof was raised on the 27th October, 1755, and 
^e building fit for the reception of patients in Decem- 
ber, 1756. They were then removed into it, from Mar- 
ket street, and on the 27th the Managers held their first 
nicetingin the new building. In 1796 the western wing 
was opened, and in 1805 the centre. 

Tax BciL]>iirGs, Gaouims, &c. 

The real estate of the corporation consists of the 
•quare on which the Hospital stands, situated between 
Spruce aad Pine street^ and Eighth and Niu^h streets 



from the Delaware, inclosed by a wall, and containing* 
four and a quarter acres; together with the vacant 
square in parallel lines to th^ east, and several lots to 
the south and west, containing in all about ten acres. 
. The principal building, surrounded on the borders of 
the square by majestic forest trees,* exhibits a south 
front of venerable aspect and considerable proportions, 
extending east and west two hundred and eighty-one 
feet. It consists of a centre, united by long wards, of 
three stories in height, to two wings extending north 
and south. The wing^ are surmounted by cupolas, and 
finished so as to present respectable fronts on Eighth and 
Ninth streets to ttte east and west. 

Although able to complete but a portion of the design- 
ed building, its founders, with wise foresight, commenc- 
ed upon a liberal scale, and adopted a symmetrical plan, 
which has been filled up at successive epochs, as admit- 
ted by the funds of the institution, and required by the 
exigencies of an increasing population. The castem 
wing was completed and opened in the year 1756, the 
western wings in 1796, and the centre in 1805. 

The centre measiures sixty-four feet in front, by sixty- 
one in depth, and with the balustrade surrounding its 
cupola, seventy-two feet in height The long ward to 
the east of the centre, is eighty-one feet in length, by 
twenty-seven feet in breadth, and the east wing measures 
twenty-seven feet east and west, by one hundred and 
eleven north and south. The western ward measures 
eiglity-one feet by thirty-three, and the west wing twen- 
ty-eight feet by one hundred and eleven. The increas- 
edbreadth in the buildings to the west of the centre, 
was adopted to allow of the construction of a double 
range of apartments for the insane: except, however, to 
a very accurate eye, this difl^erence is scarcely percepti- 
ble. 

The house is thus occupied; under the basement of 
its centre are cellars and a bake house; the basement 
story contains the kitchen — a dining room for the stew- 
ard's family — and two sleeping rooms for female domes- 
tics. On the principal or entrance story, is a handsome 
hall, with spacious staircases and passages to the differ- 
ent parts of the house. The apartments on this floor 
are four, — the Library, which is also the steward's office, 
and in which the manager's meet to transact business— 
the apothecary's shop— a parlour, and the steward's 
chamber. The third story is occupied by the lying-in 
department, and chambers for the resident physicians 
and apothecary. The fourth story constains a circular 
operating theatre, in which all the surgical operations, 
of importance, are performed, in the presence of the 
medical class attendmg the practice of the hospital.— 
In this apartment three hundred persons may be seated i « 
it is surmounted by a dome with a glass cupola, affording 
the best possible light to the opeiator. Adjoining this 
room are apartments for the reception of patients opera- 
ted upon; and on this floor, are also those occupied by 
the sick and lame white females. 

To the east of tlie centre building on the basement 
floor, are twelve apartments for insane patients, and some 
store rooms. The two principal stories are occupied as 
medical and surgical wards, by tlie white men. About 
forty patients can be received in each ward. The gar- 
ret over the long ward is at present unoccupied— thoa« 
in the wing are used as sleeping rooms by some of the 
domestics. In the line of this wing, to the north, is a 
detached building of three stories occupied by a class of 
white men, and by coloured people. 

To the west of the centre, the whole range is occupied 
from the basement to the attic story, inclusive, by insane 
persons and their attendants. It contains for their ac- 
commodation, fifly-six separate sleeping rooms, each 
about ten feet square; four hu^cr apartments usually 



• These are Buttonwood or Occidental Plane trees, 
the largest growth of the North American forest; they 
were planted in the year 1756, by Hugh Roberts, one of 
the first managers of the institution. 
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occupied by a patient with tn attendant; the lone 'gar- 
ret in which about twelve of the most quiet male pa- 
tients usually sleep; and a small g^arret with beds for four 
females. The other garrels are occupied by the attend- 
ants. On the first story of the wing are two dining 
rooms, the matron's apartment, and a sitting room for the 
female patients. In the rear of this wing on Ninth st is 
also a detached building, with separate sleeping rooms, 
each about ten feet by eight, for eighteen insane fe- 
pnales. 

-The cells are warmed by fire places completely inclo- 
sed within the wall and opening in the passage, so that 
the inhabitant is rendered comfortable without having 
access to the fire. The fuel now employed throughout 
nearly the whole house is coal— ras well for cooking and 
washing as for heating the house. By a statement pub- 
lished by the steward in 1825, it appears that upon an 
average of the five years, 1817 to 1821, previous to 
using coal, the annual charge for wood was $3188 39, 
and that of 1824 for wood and coal was $2125 29, being 
a difference of $1063 10. 

In addition to the buildings enumerated, there are, on 
the north part of the square, a wash-house-^coal shed— ^ 
stabling and carriage house — g^en-houses, and the 
building on Spruce street in which is exhibited the paint- 
ing by 3enjamin West, of Christ healing the »ck m the 
temple. The exhibiticvi of this superb piece, a present 
from that distin^ished artist, in 1804, produces a reve- 
nue to the hospital of about five hundred dollars per an- 
num. The amount received last year was $822, so that 
lit 25 cts. for admission it must have been visited by 3288 
p.er8ons during the year. 

• A statue of William Penn (presented by his grand- 
son John Penn, Esq. of Stoke Pogeis, England) pUuced 
.upon a pedestal of white marble, occupies a conspicu- 
pUs place on the lawn before the south (ront of the hos- 
pital This statue was originally made for Lord Le De- 
apencer, who erected it on an ornamental building, em- 
ployed as a saw mill, on his superb grounds at High 
Wycomb, in England. After that nobleman's death it 
was purchased by the donor, and presented to the hos- 
pital. — It is of lead, bronzed. A ohur, once the pro- 
perty of that great man, is preserved in the house; and 
a scion from the elm tree, under which was held the ce- 
lebrated treaty with the Indians in 1682, has attained 
considerable size, in the square opposite the western 
fhjnt of the buildhig. 

The green-houses, containing a handsome collection 
of exotic plants, and a garden of one acre and three 
quarters — with the ornamented lawns in front and rear 
of the house, are under the care of a regular grardener. 
The attention paid to neatness, and even ornament, in 
the exterior and gi-ounds, as well as in the interior of the 
house, gives to the wliole an air of elegance, seldom 
equalled in estabCshmeots of this nature. This is justi- 
fted, as well by donations to a considerable amount hav- 
ing been received for this purpose, as by the influence 
it 18 c^culated to exert on the mind and health of the 
inmates of the institution. 

The prospect from all parts of the buildings forming 
Ithis asylum, is probably more agreeable to the eye tiian 
in any similar one in the world. Besides the considera- 
tion of ventilation, an object to the importance of which 
we have already alluded, the guardians of this institution 
have always had in view the benefit derived by the sick 
from agreeable impressions made upon their minds. — 
This is consulted by great general attention to neatness, 
and ^n air of comfort in all the apartments of the 
tiouse— rand among other thingfs, by the prospect from 
p31 parts of it. Every window to which a patient has 
access, opens upon a garden, and most of them upon a 
highly agreeable one — the eye thus meeUng, instead of 
4uj1 or disagreeable masses of brick, with we freshness 
|j)d verdure of nature. 

COHTKZBrTORS. 

They consist of persons who have given ten pounds 
pr ^^^pre^ and are incorporated, by the name and title o, 



"Contributors to the Pennsylvania Hospital:" luch may 
vote at elections for managers, or be voted for, but de- 
rive no personal interest, from the act of corporation^ 
A sum, less than ten pounds, is called a donation. 

The contributors have perpetual succeanon, with 
power to elect twelve managers, a treasurer* and all 
other officers of the institution, and make rules for the 
well-ordering of the house. They may receive and 
take the lands, hereditaments, and tenements, not ex-^ 
ceeding the yearly value of one thousand ponnds» of 
the glf^ alienation, bequest or devise of any person or 
persons whomsoever, and of any goods and chattels 
whatsoever; provided that "no general meeting of the 
contributors, or persons acting under them, shall employ 
any money or other estate, expressly given to Ae capu 
tal stock of the Hospital, in any other way, than by ap- 
plying its annual interest or rent, towards the entertwor 
ment and care of the sick and distempered poor, that 
shall from time to time be brought and placed therein, 
for Uie cure of their diseases, mm any part of the state, 
without partiality or preference." 
' If there should not be a constant succession of con- 
tributors to meet yearly and choose managers, then the 
hospital, its estate and affairs, and all the management 
thereof, are to be under the direcUon of such perton as 
the legislature may appoint. 

By a law of the contributors, the power of directing 
the manner and terms of receiving and discharging pa- 
tients, is tran^rred to the managers. 
Mahaoxrs. 

Twelve managers and a treasurer to seire during the 
year are annually elected by the contributors on the 1st 
Monday of May — ^they receive no emolument for their 
services — ^they appoint the physicians and other officers 
and servants of the institution — regfulate its internal eco- 
nomy and have the general chargpe of its income. The 
stated meetings of the Board are held on the first Uoxh 
day of each month — ^the presence of eight, and the con- 
currence of seven of them is necessary for the transact 
tion of business. 

The Board appoints monthly a committee of two of its 
members to admit and discharge patients, and to exercise 
a particular superintendence over the internal concenis 
of the institution. This committee and the attendmg 
physicians meet at the hospital twice a week (on Wed- 
nesday and Saturday) for the transaction of business— 
To facilitate applications for admission, the names of the 
attending managers and physicians are regularly adver- 
tised in two of the daily papers. 

The present managers are, 

Thomas Stewardson, Preddeni. 
Roberts Vaux, Setretary, 

Thomas Morris, Charles Roberts, William W. Fisbeiv 
Charles Watson, John Paul, Joseph Price, Alexander W. 
Johnston, Mordecai Lewis, John J. Smith, Bartholomew 
WisUr, 

Treasurer, Samuel N. Lewis. 

The following is a list of those who have served as 
managers from the commencement of the inititution to 
the present time— the date of their respective elections 
and the length of time which they served: 
Makaoxrs op tbk Hospital. 





fe 


1 


Duration 




ofService, 


Joshua Crosby 


1751 


1755 


4 years 


Benjamin Franklii^ 


— 


1757 


6yeara 


Thomas Bond 


• — 


1752 


1 year 


Samuel Hazard 


— 


1754 


3 years 


Richard Peters 


— 


1752 


lyear 


Israel Pemberton, jr. 


.i— 


J779 


28 years 


Samuel Rhodes 


— 


1781 


30 years 


Hugh RoberU 


— 


1756 


5 years 


Joseph Morris 


— 


1757 


6 years 


John Smith 


— 11756 


5yeaiii» 
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Etmn Morgan 
Chtries Norm 
Isaac Jones 
John Reynell 
William GrifBtti 
Thomas La^^rrence, j 
Evan Morgan 
^Joseph Fox 
William Gnmt 
Thomas Crosby 
Daniel Roberdeau 
Charies Jones 
Imic Greenleaf 
Joseph Richardson, 1 
Jacob Dachee 
Plonket Fteeson 
Anthony Benezot 
John Sayre 
Stephen SheweU 
Thomas Gordon 
Samuel Mifflin 
James Pemberton 
Jacob Lewis 
Jcrfin Mease 
Isaac Jones 
John Smith 
Henry Harrison 
Th«ma8 Wharton 
John Gibson 
Isaac Jones 
John Mease 
Daniel Roberdeau 
Joseph Redman 
^ohn l^bson — 
John Nixon 
Joseph Morris 
Isaac Cox 
William Logan 
Thomas Mifflin 
Thomas Wharton 
Edw^ Penington 
Robert Strettell Jon 
George Roberta 
Thomas Fisher 
Joseph Swift 
WildamWest 
Jatob Shoemaker 
William Morrell 
Samuel Powell 
Joshua Howell 
Samud Pleasants 
Peter Reeve 
George Mifflin 
Thomas Franklin 
Tench Coxe 
Reynold Keen 
Jonathan Shoemakti 
Owen Jones, jr. 
Isaac Wharton 
Josiah Hewes 
John Morton 
Adam Hubl^ 
Nathaniel Falconer 
Andrew Doz 
Thomas Moore 
Nathaniel Falconer 
Samuel Howell 
William Hall -- 
Samuel Coates 
Joseph Paschall 
Thomas Penrose 
Itichard Rundle 
Samuel Clark 
Pattison Hartshorfte 
EHiston Perot 
Bartholomew Wistai 
Cornelius Barnes 
^Awrtnce Seckel 



5mon. 

7mons 
Imons 



B 6mos 
) mons. 



1 9 mons 



5 mons 
»mons 

L month 
mons 



sSmon 
mons 
1 mons 



months 
months 
months 

months 
months 



■s 2mns 



months 
month 
months 

5 mons 
months 
4 mons 

lis 



) months 
11 mons 
; 4 mons 
s 10 mo 



y 6mns 

months 

mons 
^months 



1814 
1817 
1817 
1824 

1814 1818 

18171828 

1817 

1818 1823 



William McMurtrie 11791 1794 

Thomas Morris 1793 1809 

Samuel M. Fox 1794 1797 

Robert Wain 1795 1800 

James Smith, jr. 1795 1805 

Israel Pleasants 17961800 

John Dorsey 1797 1804 

Robert Smith, Merch't 1798 1805 

Zaccheus Collins 1 800 1 822 

Paschall Hollingiworth — 1812 

Richard Wistar 1803 1806 

Joseph Lownes 1804 1820 

Peter Brown 18051811 

Edward Penington — 1820 

Zachariah Poulson 1806 1808 

William Poyntell 1806 181 1 

Thomas Stewardson 1808 — 

Thomas P. Cope 1809 1828 

Reeve Lewis 1811 

Joseph S. Morris 1811 

Samuel W. Fishier 1812 

Joseph Watson — 
Mordecai Lewis 
Israel Cope 
Thomas Morris 
Henry Hollingsworth 

Alexander Elmslie 18201827 

Matthew L. Sevan — 1828 

Joseph Johnson — 1828 

William L. Hodge 1822 1824 

Roberts Vaux 1823 — 

Charles Roberts 1823 — 

William W.Fisher 1824 — 

Charles Watson 1824 — 

John Paul 1825 — 

Joseph R. Jenks 1827.1828 

Joseph Price 1828 — 
Alexander W. Johnston 
Mordecai Lewis 
John J. Smith 
Bartholomew Wistar 

The following have been 

TmiASUKBBS. 

John Reynell May 1751 to May 

Charles Norris - 1752 to - 

Hugh Roberts - 1756 to - 

Saml. P. Moore - 1768 to - 

Thomas Wharton - 1769 to - 

Joseph King - 1772 to June 

Joseph Hillbom June 1773 to July 

Mordecai Lewis July 1780 to Mar. 

Joseph S. Lewis Mar. 1799 to - 

Samuel N.Lewis - 1826 



15yrB 



3 years 



11 months 
irs 

2 months 
years 



years 
yrs"- 



years 

years 

years 

years 

years 

yrs 4 months 
L7 years 

led 6 yrs 7 mos 
^5 years 

1 year 10 mos 
died 5 ys 2 ms 

19 years 

3 yrs 3 months 
died 5ys 3 mons 
died 4 ys 9 mons 
12 years 5 mons 

3 years 8 mons 
11 years 

5 years 6 mons 
7 years 
7 jrrs 10 mons 
7 yrs 10 mons 

2 years 



10 months 



1752 
1756 
1768 
1769 
1772 
1773 
1780 
1799 
1826 



1 year 
4 years 
13 years 
l"year 
3 years 
ly 1 mo 
7 years 
18y8m 
27 years 



Phtsigiaks, SuBoxoirs, Mzsical Librakt, &c. 

The Managers elect annually three physicians to have 
charge of the medical department; three surgeons to the 
charge of the surgical department; and two physicians 
for the lying-in department; all of whom must be Doc- 
tors in Medicine, and members of this corporation. 

Two young g^entlemen, grathaies of medicine, rende 
in the Hospital, and take charge, alternately, of the sur- 
gical, and the medical and obstetrical departmepts, un- 
der the direction of the visiting phyncians and surgeons, 
One of the residents is elected annually, to serve two 
years. An apothecary is engaged at a salary, to prepare 
and dispense the medicines prescribed by the physicians. 

The physicians and surgeons of this hospital have uni- 
formly rendered their important aid gratuitously. The 
students of medicine who attend the practice of the Hos- 
pital physicians, pay a fee often dollars each for the pri- 
vilege: these fees, which in European hospitals are a 
perquisite of their medical staff, the professional gentle- 
men, attached to the Pennsylvania Hospital, have genc- 
roiosly devoted to the foundation and endowment of a 
Medical Library, which now consists of about aix thou- 
sand volume^ comprising a large proportion of the most 
valuable aneient and mmlem works on the science of 
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Medicine^ with many nre treatkes oa Botany, and otiicr 
branches of Natural Hiatoir. Students have the privt- 
le|^ of uiin;|^ thii splendkl collection, while attendinji^ 
the Hospital practice; and a rijcht to its uss durine life is 
jpmnted for the sum of twenty-five dollars. This library 
tund amounts annually to 3 or 400 doUart; last year $576 
^3, were paid for books and binding. The Clerk is abo 
Librarian. 

The six physicians and surgeons having chai^^ of the 
medical and surgical departments^ divide the year into 
three eqiul periods, one physician and one surgeon at- 
tending at the same time, and continuing in charge of 
their respective wards four months. The two |mysi- 
dans having cbai^ge of the Ijring-in department, conti- 
nue in office »ix months each. In extraordinary cases, 
and before the performance of surgical operationi, it is 
usual for the gentleman in attendance to nold consulta- 
tion with his colleagues. 
A physician to the Hotpital must be 27 years of age 

before he can be elected. 

An extensive Anatomical Museum forn^eHy belong- 
ed to the Hospital, which was a few yean since presents 

cdto the Medical department of the University. 

The following is a list of the Physicians and Surgeons 

from the conunencement of the institution. 

EkcUd, Mu^gd. DutraUon, 

lAoyd ZachaiT 

Thomas Bond 

Pbineas Bond 

Thomas Graeme 

Thomas Cadwallader 

SamL Preston Moore 

John Redman 

Wm. Shippen 

Cadwalhuler Evans 

John Morgan 

Charles Moore 

Adam Kuhn 

Wm. Shippen Jr. 

Thomas Parke 

James Hutchinson 

vJohn Morgan 

<Gerardus Clarkson 

Adam Kuhn 

^ohn Jones 

Wm. Shippen, Jr. 

6enjamin Rush 

John Fioulke 

James Hutchinson 

.Caspar Wistar 

Philip Syng Phyikk 

benjamin 8. Barton 

John R. Coxe 

Thomas C. James 

John Syng Dorsej 

Joseph Hjurthome 

John C. Otto 

Joseph Parrish 

Thomas T. Hewson 

Saml. Calhoun 

William Price 

John Moore 

John Wilson Moore 

Samuel'Emlen 

John Rhea Barton 

JohnK. MitcheU 
i^amin H. Coates 



1751 


1753 


2 years. 




1784 


33 




1774 


23 




1753 


2 




1777 


26 




1759 


6 




1780 


29 


1753. 


1778 


25 


1759 


1774 


15 


1774 


1777 


3 


1774 


1775 


1 


1775 


1781 


6 


1778 


1779 


1 


1777 


1823 


45upU 


1777 


1778 


1 


1778 


1783 


5 


1779 


1779 


1 


1782 


1798 


16 


1781 


1792 


11 


1792 


1802 


10 


1784 


1813 


29 


1784 


1793 


9 


1780 


1793 


13 


1794 


1810 


16 


1794 


1816 


22 


1798 


1816 


17 


1802 


1807 


5 


1807 






1810 


1818 


8 


1811 


1821 


10 


1814 






1816 






1818 






1816 


1821 


5 


1821 


1823 


2 


1820 






1821 


1827 


6 


1823 


1828 


5 


1823 






1827 






1828 







( Phymdam «t this time— James A. Washing- 
ton, and Gegii^e Fox^ 
U(poi!i«safy— dewberry Smith, Jr. 

PXBSOVS XX^LOTSn ABOOT TSB Ho^SB. 

The officers and servsnts residing in this institution, 
jMid receiving pav are. 

Steward and Matron * . * - 2 

Matron of the Insane » • * - I 

Clerk and LihrnriM ... - 1 

Apothecaiy 1 

Q4t)K-kc*p«ir - -^ ... I 



Baker I 

Gardener and assistant - - - . - 2 

Keeper of West's painting, (a female, ) 1 

Watchman ; 1 

Ostler - t - . • - 1 

Cow-keeper I 

Washer-women ' - - - - - 2 

Cooks 2 

House-maids 3 

Nurses in the women's wards . . 4 

■ in the men's wards, two males and 

six females .... 8 

Female attendants on the Insane - - 8 

Male attendants on the Iniane . . 4 

44 

17 men, and 27 women. — And 2 private servants of the 
Insane, whose board and wages are paid by the parties 

The salaries and wages amount to about f5600 per 
annum. 

Mods or OBTiiirnre Asmssiov. 
The usual mode of obtaining admission into tiie Hos- 
pital is, by first applying to one of the physicians in at- 
tendance; who, after examining the patient, gives a cer- 
tificate of the nature of the disease, and the propriety of 
its admission into the Hospital; this is addressed to the 
attending managers, who settle the terms of admiision, 
and grant their order, directing the Steward of the Hos- 
pital to receive the patient This course is only de- 
parted from in two cases — that of seamen, who, by a 
special agreement, after receiving a certificate firom the 
phyucian, have only to obtain the order of the Collector 
of the Port, — and in cases of accident, it being a rule to 
receive, by day or night, every person who meets with 
an accident requiring surgical aid, without requiring any 
security of the parties who bring the patient to the Hos- 
pital;— provided the accident occurs in Pennsylvania, 
and the sufferer is brought immediaUly or within twea> 
ty-fbur hours. 

Overseers of the poor from the country, who hting a 
patient, must have a certificate signed by two magis- 
trates, denoting that they are in office, and the pauper 
proposed for admission resides in their district, or their 
application will be rejected. 
Persons with infectious diseases are not to be re-ceived. 

Patishts. 
The charter of this institution provides, that no part 
of its income shk'lbe sppropriated to any other purpose, 
than to the support of the sick and diseased poor, and 
providing the necessarv buildings for their accommoda- 
tion; and that those whose diseases render them proper 
objects of the charitr, shall be received from any pari 
of PeniMyhania^ without partiality oc preference. 

After the accommodation of as many poor patients as 
the state of their funds will justify, the Managers have 
authority to receive pat^ patients; any profit derived 
from this source being devoted to increase the fund for 
the maintenance of the poor. The rates usually charged 
are from three to six dollars per week, according to the 
circumstances of the patient The amount received last 
year for the board of patienU was $21,328 62. Pay pa^ 
tients are not admitted on a deposit of money, or on the 
responsibility of strangers, the onl^ security accepted* 
is that of some respectable resident m Philadelphia. At 
their own desire, patients may be attended, exclu- 
sively, by either of the Hospital physicians they prefer, 
but in such cases it is expected that the affluent will pay 
the physicians as though attended elsewhere. 

The overseers of tiie poor of Pennnsylvania, and re- 
ligious societies therein, who support the poor by their 
own voluntary subscriptions, pay but three dt&lars n 
week, which is about the first cost of one perKm's mai»* 
tcnance, including medicines and all charges^ except 
clothing and funeml expenses. 

As this institution is intended to be a hospital for th# 
cure df disease, not a permanent asylum for poverty and 
decrepitude, the Managers can admit none on the chn- 
rity li^ whose disoises am chronic and incur«]»le, ex- 
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cept tboie afflicted with iiManitj; and it is imparatiTe 
upon tbem to dischai^ all patients, who after a reason- 
able tioie of trial, may be deemed incurable. 

The number at present received at one time on the 
charity, u one hundred, of whom thirty-three may be 
insane. It has been fouml necessary to limit the pro- 
portion of insane poor, on account of Uie length of time 
they frequently remain in the house. 

The wnole number of patients admitted bto the Hos- 
pital, from its opening, February 11, 1752, to April 26, 
1828, was twenty-five thousand and seventy, ot whom 
t%7S2 were poor, and 12,318 pay patients. Of these 
have been discharge^^ 

Cured 15,579 

Believed 3^027 

Incurable 150 

Bemoved by friends, or at their re- 
quest 1,460 

Eloped and discharged for misconduct, 948 
Pregnant women delivered safely 468 

Infiuits taken out in health - • 437 

Died - 2,792 

24,861 

Bemumng in the Hospital April 26, 

1828 ...... 209 

25,070 



The following list shows the number of poor and pay 
paints that have been admitted from the cotfimence- 
nentof the hospital to the present time, as also the aver- 
age number in the house: 



Admitted from Fe- 
bruary 11, 1752, 
to AprU, - 1753 
1754 
1755 
1756 
1757 
1758 
1759 
1760 
1761 
1762 
1763 
1764 
1765 
1766 
1767 
1768 
1769 
1770 
1771 
1772 
1773 
1774 
1775 
1776 
1777 
1778 
1779 
1780 
1781 
1782 
1783 
1784 
1785 
1786 
1787 
1788! 






24 
14 
13 
7 
13 
29 
25 
32 
40 
29 
46 
50 
45 
56 
38 
54 
32 
49 
44 
44 
46 
63 
60 
42 
109 
31 
16 
10 
18 
69 
83 
156 
133 
113 
108 
78 






40 

39 

60 

61 

68 

85 

102 

105 

113 

128 

194 

272 

261 

283 

307 

337 

353 

336 

338 

349 

315 

374 

361 

393 

268 

96 

107 

118 

103 

42 

23 

47 

35 

25 

30 

32 



^ 



64 
53 
73 
68 
81 
114 
127 
137 
153 
157 
240 
322 
306 
339 
345* 
391 
385 
385 
382 
393 
361 
437 
421 
435 
377 
127 
123 
128 
121 
111 
106 
203 
168 
138 
138 
110 



-H 



I', 



9 

12 

17 

17 

17 

33 

34 

40 

45 

47 

73 

101 

111 

119 

120 

123 

110 

113 

118 

117 

105 

117 

105 

89 

67 

39 

36 

35 

35 

36 

37 

61 

51 

51 

54 

54 



Admitted in 1789) 


49 


28 


771 


47 




1790 


51 


27 


78 


46 




1791 


73 


32 


105 


52 




1792 


107 


72 


179 


64 




1793 


87 


63 


150 


63 




1794 


170 


78 


248 


71 




1795 


107 


67 


174 


72 




1796 


113 


103 


216 


69 




1797 


114 


89 


203 


73 




1798 


101 


71 


172 


78 




1799 


' 60 


66 


126 


74 




1800 


80 


96 


176 


78 




1801 


106 


70 


176 


85 




1802 


176 


73 


249 


87 




1803 


217 


87 


304 


114 




1804 


214 


88 


302 


113 




1805 


231 


89 


320 


103 




1806 


241 


98 


339 


109 




1807 


338 


115 


453 


129 




1808 


288 


121 


409 


122 




1809 


419 


141 


560 


158 




1810 


^ 216 


152 


3681 127 1 




1811 


281 


171 


452 


13» 




1812 


373 


172 


545 


150 




1813 


376 


145 


521 


161 , 




1814 


307 


140 


447 


163 




1815 


235 


159 


394 


147 




1816 


500 


181 


681 


178 




1817 


483 


201 


684 


200 




1818 


468 


170 


638 


199 




1819 


474 


243 


717 


214 




1820 


457 


292 


749 


226 




1821 


414 


286 


7001 208 I 




1822 


300 


244 


544 


158 1 




1823 


346 


342 


688 


170 1 




1824 


363 


384 


7471 178 \ 




1825 


353 


391 


744 


177 I 




1826 


368 


362 


730| 175 I 




1827 


416 


383 


809 


183 




1828 


427 


460 


887 


203 




12,318 


12,752 


25,070 





Of 1859 paiienis in the Hospital in 1826 £jr 1827, tkete 
votTtfrtfta 

UnitedStates 1232 

Irehmd , 407 

England and Wales.. 88 

ScotUnd 14 

Germany « ^....36> 

Sweden 23 

France 21 

West Indies 7 

Denmark 7 

Portugal. 4 

Canada ^ 5 

Italy 3 

Africa 2 

Spain 1 

Prussia 1 

China I 

Cornea 1 

HolUnd..... 1 

Norway • 3* 

Russia .>...« ^ 2 

1859 
Foreigners ^2/ 

UnitedStates 1332? 

0ISXASKS or TBS pATIXVtV. 

The foDowinf^ table shows the number of cases of tMdk 

disease which have occurred from the establishment dC 

the hospital to the present tm^: 

Abscess llllAnasarca 98 

Ague 37|Aneh7losi» 6 



13lAiieuris» 
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Anus imperforate 


2 


Hydrothorax 


14 


Apoplezia 


8 


Hydrophobia 


1 


Asthma 


72 


Hypochondriasis 


39 


Burns and Scalds 


146 


Hysterics 


38 


Cancer 


72 


Jaundice 


26 


Caries 


140 


Insanity 


3245 


Cataract x 


79 


Delirium Tremens or "J 


) 


Catarrbus 


184 


insanity caused by| 


J.242 


Cephalalgia 


. 37 


intemperance 


i 


Cholera 


14 


[nflammations 


298 


Cholic 


55 


Leprosy 


14 


Chorea St Titi 


8 


Measles 


2 


Constipation 


9 


Nephritis 


10 


Contusions & wounds 


1692 


Obstructed viscera 


122 


Convulsions 


60 


metises 


77 


Cramp 


12 


Ophthalmia 


216 


Croup 


2 


Palsy 


205 


Cynanche Tonsilarii 


24 


of bladder 


4 


Deafness 


16 


Paraphymosis 


3 


Debility 


59 


Paronychia 


21 


Diabetes 


4 


Pectoral andpulmo-> 
nary affections 5 


285 


Diarrhaea 


293 


Diseased Bladder 


24 


Pneumonia 


87 


GUuids 


4 


Peripneumony 


4 


Rectum 


3 


Pleurisy 


222 


Spine 


22 


Phthns Pulmoniilis 


314 


Spleen 


3 


Poisoned 


11 


Testicles 


32 


Polypus 


10 


Uterus 


10 


Prolapsus Ani 


7 


Joints 


314 


Uteri 


12 


Heart 


1 


Pregnancy (cases of) 


529 


Ears 


9 


[niants bom in hospital 


477 


Eyes 


238 


Rheumatism 


1962 


Gutta Serena 48| 


Nervous affections 


23 


Dislocations 


102 


Scrophula 


89 


Dropsy 


558 


Scurvy 


212 


Dysentery 


440 


Stone m the bladder 


61 


Dyspepsia 


56 


Strictures 


79 


Dysury 


12 


Sprains 


64 


EpUepsy 


109 


Spasms 


2 


Eruptions 


143 


Strangury 


8 


Erysipelas 


24 


Syncope 


4 


Exostosis 


5 


Small pox 


38 


febris 


1821 


Surfeit 


5 


Biliosa 


26 


Sore throat 


8 


Intermittens 


781 


Splenitis 


4 


Remittens 


233 


Tetanus- 


14 


Flava 


10 


Tinea Capitis 


18 


Vistula 


138 


Tumors 


304 


Fluor Albus 


6 


Ulcers 


2402 


Frosted 


161 


Urine, suppression of 


8 


Fractures 


991 


Incontinence of 


3 


Gangrene 


32 


Vertigo 


36 


Gunshot wounds 


- 56 


White swellings 


37 


Hair lip 


6 


Worms 


1 


Hemorrha^ 


11 


Wounded soldiers and 


^38 


Hemoptysis & Hemoptoe 7l| 


sailors 


Hemorrhoids 


52 


Wounded Hessians 


26 


Hepatitis 


66 


Sick continental soldiers 104 


Hernia 


102 


wives of do 


7 


Humoralis 


8 


children of do 


4 


Hydrocele 


43 


— 


m ' 


Varicose veins 


17 


25070 


Venereal disease 


2978 







Casbs ot Ihsavitt. 

Of these there have been in the above mentioned pe- 
riod* 3487. Of which about 240 are designated as caused 
hf intemperance. 

The number of insane patients in the house is gene- 
rally about 110. 

Coses of Imaniiy, from Februury 11, 1752, to April 
26. 1828. 
The following table, the result of a very careful ex- 
amination of the Hospital records, exhibits the number 
<A insane patients of each sex* together, with the propor- 
tion cureoy reUeved^ &€. 



Casks ot IvtAHirr. 



Total 


O 

910 
344 


452 
250 


444 
224 


188 
42 


364 
162 


60 
47 


Males, 2418 
Females 1069 














*— 


3487 


1254 


702 


668 


230 


526 


107 



It should be remarked, that a large proportion of the 
deaths have been from old age, or diseases haying no 
necessary connexion with insanity. A large proporooa 
of the elopements occurred before the walTwaa'ereoted. 

ThX LtIKO-IH DXPABTXIirt. 

A part of the third story is appropriated to tbit use. 
Ordinarily there are in it 50 per anm. During the bit 
year 28-— children were bom in the house. None but 
married women, of respectable character, are admitted 
beret' other classes being referred to the alms-house.— 
This ward is an extremely neat and beautiful set of rooms, 
with a fine exposure; and is a »tuatidn much sought af- 
ter by women of that description when in diffictut cir- 
cumstances. It owes its origin to a donation from the' 
First Troop of Philadelphia City Cavalry. The histoiy 
of this donation is highly curious, and honorable to the 
donors* After the termination of the war of the revo- 
lution, in which this body acted, as is well known, as t 
life-^ard to Washington, and after many delay^ they 
received a sum of money as the amount of their pay 
from the government for military services; this they ni^ 
resolved to appropriate to the establishment of a found- 
ling hospital. After some time, it was proposed to de- 
posit it in the charge of the managers of the Pennsyl- 
vania Hospital for th^ same use. This body were, how.^ 
ever, disinclined to such a foundation, in consequence 
of the distressing accounts which were then transmitted 
from Europe, of the mortality which took place in such 
institutions there. A law had been obtained authorinng" 
the managers to institute a **Lying4n and FaundBng 
Homitaly'* but after several comerences between thenr 
and the representatives of the First Troop, it was finally 
concluded to omit the foundling establishment, and th» 
lying-in rooms were opened as at present. 

PAysicutns— Thomas C. James, and John Mocre. 
CTobeConcbided.J 

THE LEIPER CANAL. 

The late Thomas Leiper, Esq. of this city, contend 
plated, in 1790, a canal along his estate in Delaware 
county, in order to complete an easy cpmmunicatioiir 
between his quarries on Crutn creek, and the Dek^ 
ware. His views were not perfectly comprehended by 
the legislature at that time, and he found himself Ibiled 
in hb attempt In 1807 he caused a rail ron^the finf 
in this country — ^to be constructed from his quanies td^ 
Ridley creek. In 1825, since the death of Mr. Leiper, 
his son Geo. G. Leiper, Esq. revived the idea proposed 
by his father— and on Saturday the 16th inst. the cor- 
ner stone of the canal was laid, by Wm. Strickland, Esq- 
with an appropriate address from Professor Pattenon, of 
this city. A largpe concourse of citizens, as we gather 
from the Upland Union, attended the ceremony, amoBg. 
whom was Mrs. Elizabeth C. Leiper, the aged in^dow <x 
the gentleman who had proposed the canal. — XT. S, Goc 
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PENNSYLVANIA HOSPlTAL-CojfCLUDM. 
' Lnvs-iv DsPAxnuirT. 

^^tOement of all the Cases admitted into ihe Lying4n 

NNMiWKTficrM »» AO\/t9y Co JStpm 20My lo^o* 



Date 



1803 

1804 

1805 

1806 

1807 

1808 

1809 

1810 

1811 

1813 

1813 

18U 

1815 

1816 

18ir 

1818 

1819 

1820 

1821 

1823 

1833 

1824 

1835 

1826 

1827 

1838 



Ill 



ToUl, 



3 
3 
5 
3 
5 

^ 5 
5 
6 
5 
8 
4 
7 
17 
14 

17 

18 

36 

50 

48 

33 

48 

43 

41 

30 

38 

48 



^1 



3;? 



539 468 



1 

1 

7 

3 

5 

4 

5 

5 

5 

7 

4 

6 

17 

10 

10 

17 

34 

46 

43 

33 

38 

33 

43 

37 

35 

43 






M 



26 



S& 



S3 



3 30 



1 

1 
7 
3 
5 
4 
5 
6 
5 
8 
5 
5 

17 

14 

11 

1 

33 

50 



If 



1 
1 

6 
3 
5 

3 

5 

5 

5 

7 

4 

3 

13 

11 

11 

11 

19 

44 



3-2 



44 1^43 



477437 



3 
3 
3 
1 
3 

4 
3 
1 
1 

X 

t 
1 
3 

4 

35 



Beroaiiungin the Hospital A^ril 36th, 1828;» 
Women 6 Children 3. 

Of the above women 5 had twins-«»4 were disebari^ 
with their children in health, but in the other instanee 
both the children died.— C. M. was delirered on tbe 10th 
of April 1819 of 3 children, 3 of whom were still bom 
tad the other died shortly afterwards— ^e sanM woman 
'^u again admitted in the early part of the year 1831 
•ad was delivered of one child, which was discharged 
bi health ^*-It is impossible t6 ascertain tbe exact num- 
ber i^ still4H>m children, as these cases have not been 
ncerle4 (except occassionally,) I have only found no- 
ticeatf a. W. G. M. 

Owr PiTMarra.' 

. Wt luEv^ Mid on page 91 that oat patoits wefe aop- 
1mdi#itli me^onea and attended by the Hospital phy- 
I gratmtoQsly. Thii eontinuedto be the ease tin- 
r 18179 when the practice was discontinued in eon- 
lee of the establishment of the nort^m and 
^ •' rtbain cUspensaries. The following table shows the 
JJMft^ of patients attended from 1798 to that period. 
The aeeounta kept of them previously ere irregular. 
Vot- IL 14 



Out-patients attended and supplied with medicine frmn the 
Dispensary of the Pennsykania HospOai^ whose comss 
were not proper to be admitted into the said Hospital on 
account ofinfecHcus diseases and for other reasons^ flvm 
April 4, 1797 to 







Cured. 


Died. 


1798 


320 


167 


19 


1799 


303 


324 


17 


1800 


356 


185 


9 


1801 


188 


130 


5 


1803 


163 


158 


I 


1803 


41 


38 


1 


1804 


815 


366 


9 


1805 


284 


180 


4 


1806 


753 


636 


24 


1807 


800 


697 


31 


1808 


830 


690 


J9 


1809 


1333 


1031 


37 


1810 


1316 


1088 


66 


1811 


1616 


1255 


81 


1813 


13(36 


1013 


44 


1813 


1064 


U^ 


61 


1814 


1233 


998 


114 


1815 


1133 


891 


138 


1816 


1194 


895 


116 


1817 


1909 


1669 


63 



16,063 13,040 847 

The residue were convalescent-^^loped, remored 0^ 
continued under care at its close. 

TmBATXBKT O* PaTZBHTS. 

The improvements in the Condition of tbe derangecf 
are among^ the most interesting circumstances: 

The greater part of the patients sleep in separated 
cells— many of the men, bowser, pass the night in 
large rooms, in compiny with each other, and with at- 
tendants. At an early hour, they are taken to a com- 
fliionbreakfiMt, and tbey then repair, if the weather be 
suitable, to their court-yard, if otherwise, to the day- 
room, where they continue, with the exception of meah« 
till sun set, when tbey are reconducted to thfir sleep- 
ing rooms. The sexes, througbout the whole day, ai« 
kept separate. We here spaik oi^ cl the ordmaiy 
patients. Some are permitted tbe liberty of the whdo 
portion of the house, devoted to patients of thb ehisa<— 
and of a sep^tfate yard, denonunated the convalescent 
yard— « small number of others, being selected fronir 
among thdae who are supposed the most to regard and 
be benefiUed by such an induljipence, have a separate 
table, at which &e female snpermtendant of this depart- 
ment prteides. This is found to be both highly graft, 
iyinr to their feelings, and beneficial in reducing their 
minds to a more tranqiul itate. 

Mudk pams have been takbn aC different times, to 
obtain suitable and sufident employment for the pa<- 
tients of tbia4e8cription*^t the situs^ion of the hoa- 
pitil preventa thja being done to tbe saEUe extent that it 
migbt if the establishment were m the country. CoA- 
venienceaiittbis respeet are among the meet important 
advantages of e country iptnation. Some of the men 
are employed, however, abcmt tbe buiiiness of the house, 
thus all the ordinary carpenter's work which is no incon- 
sidei^le amount, was, till ktely performed br epatient 
It is in the female depaitreettt,however, that tbiadesifvia 
covple^ fojfiiled, nearly a|^ho ava ea|nMre# 
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it being: employed, daring a portion of the day, at 
needle- work. 

The use of metallic chains is forbidden — ^the substi- 
tute for them, employed when necessary, being* compo- 
sed of links of strong jpend-leather, with Sellers and 
Vennock's patent hose rivets, an extremely well con- 
trived apparatus— the large strait-jacket is almost uni- 
versally replaced by several ingenious substitutes —and 
visiters are. excluded, except tho^e of a suitable class, 
and these accompanied by proper conductors. 

Personal confinement, in the Pennsylvania Hospital, 
when necessary, is generally by means of straps, buck- 
ling over the arms, of sleeves inclosing the whole hand, 
and loosely fiutened at the end to a waistband, so as in 
both instances to admit of as great freedom of motion 
•a possible; and of the improved leather chains, men- 
tioned above. The comfort of the individual confit.ed 
is greatly increased by these simple contrivances, espe- 
cially by the last, which prevents tlte distressing sound 
of iron chains. The only punishment, as such, is sub- 
jection to a shower-bath. The number who require 
confinement by chains, or on whom clotlies cannot be 
kept, is extreipely small indeed; frequently only one or 
two being in the formei', and none in the latter predica- 
ment. 

A carriage and pair of horses are kept for the use of 
the patients; money for their purchase and support hav- 
ing been bequeathed by Dr. Samuel Cooper, formerly 
a resident physician in the Hospital. Another horse is 
kept for the marketing and other necessary uses of the 
. establishment; and twelve cows for a supply of milk to 
the patients: these derive the principal part of their 
stipport from the adjacent lots, the property of the in- 
•titution. 

The provisions furnished to the inmates of the Hospi- 
tal src of the best quality; the common diet is plain but 
nutritious, and in necessary cases, delicacies and Vines 
are freely administered, on their prescription by the 
* physicians. It being a recognized maxim that, while 
nothing may be administered merely to pamper the ap- 
petite, nothing shall be spared which can contribute to 
the recovery of health. 

Every patient on the first and the upper floor has a 
drawer^ in a bureau, for his clothes, the use of a rug by 
the bed side, and a comfortable bed and bedding. ( :ur- 
tarns are not employed, horn a fear of their impeding 
, the circulation or air jmd hsubouring dirt and insects. — 
The cnstom of the country being also against it, it is a 
hixurv wh'ch few or none of the patients have ever pre- 
viously possessed in the course of their li\-e«. The 
floors of these rooms, as of the whole house, are cover- 
ed with white sand; and when this is done, as is often 
th« cof ;« in oinamental fgures, it produces a peculiarly 
fteat effect. Machine beds, with improvements, have 
been, for many years, in constant employment Sot all 
the patients with fractures of lower extrertiities, some- 
times to the number of five or six at a time. There are 
' also otlier conveniences for the patients, on which we 
shall not enlarge. 

An amputation of a limb is not to be perfbrmed, un- 
less the patient consents to it; nor then; unless the phy- 
-nc'ans sg^ee to it, af^er a consuhation on the case. 

The sick, especially the stranger, finds it his interest 
to prefer the hospital to any tavern, or boarding-house, 
for many reasons: 
' Piwt, because the phys'cians are of the most eminent. 

Secondly, the nurses, are the most experienced. 

Thirdly, the apartments arc the most convenient. 
' Fonrthly, the price of board is lower than, any indi- 
>sdiial can take; and 

Lastly, the patient has the satisfaction to know, if there 
5t any profit it is ^ven to the poor. 

.- HXCSIPTS. 

' Alttiuugh this institution has received considerable aid 
towards the erection of its buildings, from the legisla- 
tort cf the state of Pennsylvania, its principle depe d- 



ence for support has ever been upon the generous be- 
nevolence of private citizens. 

The only fixed revenue of the institution la the Int^N 
est of the capitd stock loaned to various individuals on 
bonds and mortgages, and invested in ground rents. 
This amounts to about ten thousand dollars per annua. 
The following statement derived fi-om the published ac* 

counts for 1827, will exhibit the different sources cf 

its receipts, although from various circumstances these 

must differ every year: 



Balance on hand 1826, . . - 

Board of pay patients, - 21,528,62 

Clothing, . - - ir50,46 

Funeral expenses, - - 158,05 

Articles destroyed, • - 66,88 

Servants wages repaid, - 222,00 

Sundries - - - - 39,85 



222.17 



93,5TO,8i 
655^41 



Articles sold and live stock. 

Medical fund students tickets and 2 AA«t iu\ 

certificates, 5^^'^ 

Life right to library and fines, 27,75 

469,71 

West's painting visitors 822, pamphlet* 31,96, 853,9)i 

From the gate 474,75, manager's fines 10 484^75 

Donations $15, Contributions 240, ?55^0D 

A Legacy, 100,00 

Rent and ground rents, - - - 1,219,70 

Interest, 7630,5ff 

Dividends on stock, ... - 417,75 

Sale of real estate, .... 4769,25 

A sum to bo returned if called for 865,06 

Principal of bonds paid in, - - - 2000,00 



$43,509,W 



By some it may be supposed that the Pcnhiylvlais 
Hospital is sufficiently wealthy; but these should reflect 
that the buildings would yet accommodate jnshy pter 
patients and that this is their primary destinatioh^— add 
to this that the managers of the institution have kmghsd 
in view, the necessity of providing funds for the erec- 
tion of a separate asylum for the insane. 

White this important object i emains unaccompfiihed, 
it is hoped that the wealthy and charitable will not. m 
the disposition of their estates, pass by the Penmorhrs. 
nia Hospital; or, considering it as already ipdep^ndtnt, 
l^ave it but a testimonial of their respect. Thte warttof 
an asylum for the insane, founded upon a liberal Iclk, 
with the advantage of the increased hght which ihedem 
science has shed on the history of the human iiiifciKc^- 
is more tirgent than any one who has not deeply ihveiAi-; 
gated the subject, can imagine. And those who shsO 
lay its foundation under the benign auspices of tBl ^i^' 
ter of this noble charity, will rank deservedly bi|^ B04f 
merely among the contributors to the Pennsylvania Hos- 
pital, but on the roll of distinguished benefactoritAlbcir 
countrymen and species. 

It is necessary that legacies should be |[iveit ih iBe 
corporate name, viz. to **T^ Omiribuioti to At F^m^ 
tyhania HotpitaL'* 

Contributions and donations are received hsf 8ssMK^ 
N. Lewis, Treasurer, No. 135 sooth Front street 
KxpxHDTToaaS. 

The total expenditure of the establishment, ilicM^^r' 
however, a considerable outlay on bebtif of plMAs 
(for clothing, &c.) which is repaid by their ftkiAr 
amounts to about twenty^seven thousand dollars per sa- 
num. 

The following sums \rere paid out last year pcrttie 
published accounts: 
Medical department, medicines, &c. I32K8A 

Household expenses— proviaons, 8011^61 

Bedding, clothing, furnitorej fuel, &c. ■ 6fi78,2j 

For live stock, &c MM.n 

Rep^andimproveroentS|&c. 8800^S 
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IMIcia libnkfy^ bookt bindiog^ #MttioiMiy, k^, 789,42 
8itWif9 and wft^B, . . ^ . 5532,83 
l^cidcJi^li, 559,75 



Sunt placed at interest 
i^al^nce in band* 



27,235,99 

13,5J ,00 

2773,^2 



— $43509,19 

^wanf^ Matron ofMotpilal, Isaac and Ann BonsaJ. 
Jiaifiqfi of tfie Inaant jUtpwtrnenf, Alice Uarlan. 
N. B. I'he manageri meet statedly on thr /asi Mon- 
49jr 9f fl^ month instead of xhejirst as sUtcd on p. 92. 

SomOICAL SCBOQL. 

M fk ^v^vffi^^l Schopl, tlie Hospital is probably the 
||f# in t^e y nited States. The si^rgical ward, (a room 
f^lMtl^tly open for the reception of recent accidents) 
tflfether witli the operating rooms, liave been the thea* 
pf of laa^ny va]pable improve n^nts in surgery. A con- 

«t s«n«a of accidents and cases for operation, are, with 
intervAla, introduced. 
)n 17^6' ^ course of clinical lectures was commenced* 
^ p.enmfsion of the Managers, at the suggestion of Dr. 
pond* who delivered tlie ^'fii-st formal clinical lecture 
|b th« UnitfMl States," which is inserted on the minutes 
of ih« Managers. With this lecture (\.vhich we copy 
frofi tha 4th volume of the Noith American Medical and 
Surgical journal, p. 265) we close the account of tlie 
Boapitai. 

*'poct9r T90KAI Bond's Introductory Ledttre to a 
jbmurde of CUnieai Observations in the Pennsylvania 
iM^flUak Mvertd there the 3d qf December^ 17b6." 
When I consider the unskilful hands the practice of 
I'hyaic and Surgery has of necessity been committed to, 
la mf]^ parls of Ameiica, it gives me pleasui'e to behold 
M ma^ worthy young men, training up in those pro- 
feasion^ which, from the nature of their objects, are the 
moft interesting to tlie community; and yet a greater 
pflfasare m foreseeing, that the unparalleled public spi- 
rit of tlyt good people of this province, will shortly make 
^^^^jl^lphi^ the Athens of America, and render the 
•0|^ of Penns}'lvania reputable amongst the most ctrle- 
(»rate4 Europeans, in all the liberal arts and sciences. 
This t am at pesent certain of, that, the institutions of 
literature ikoa charity alreudy founded, and the School 
of Phync lately opened in this city, afford sufficient foun- 
datioi^ fq^ the students of Physic to acquu'e all the know- 
jjei^lgQ necessary for the practising every branch of their 
wmpHHon, reput^ly and j'udlciously. 

Toe great expense in going from America to England, 
^p4 ikenfe irom country to country, and college to col- 
Wsy in ^^ucat of medical c[ualifications, is oilen a bar to 
tiMI eiiItiYi|idon of the brightest geniuses amongst us, 
who might otherwise be rooming stars in their proies- 
fiipy^ 9^ inost useful members of society. Besides, 
9pi^ clinu^ produces diseases peculiar to itself, which 

•" ; i^^enence to understand and cure; and even 

pea of the several seasons in the same countiy, 
i to diifer so much some years, from what tliey 
^ ji^4^t&ers, that Sydenham, the most sagacious phy- 
~|['tl^^ «ver lived, acknowledges that he was often 
iltedl» and much mistaken in the treatment of epi* 
, ^flpT #ome time after their appearance, 
.^.eptfjo^, then, can be so proper for the instruction 
j^JEfom m the knowlecige of Physic, as that in which it 
Ir VlhW ptactisedfe where the precepts of never failing 
9^9if(mwcj^ are handed down from father to aon, ^m 
Mar to pupil. 
TtuU this ii not a speculative opinion, but real matter 

$&ct, may be proven from the savages of America, 
o wUl^out the assistance of litera,ture, bave been found 
4 of akill in the cure of diseases incident to their 
superior to the regular bred and most learned 
~ , and that from their discpveries, the present 
r liiysic has been enriched with aome of the 
1)W nedidnea now in Hse* 
e, from principles of patriotism and huma- 




nity, the Phync-school here should meet all the proire* 
tion and encouiagement the fi lends of then* country, and 
well wlshero of mankii d. can poss bly give it. Tnou|^h 
it is yet in its infancy, from a judicious treatment of it^ 
guardians, it is alreud> become a for\i ard child, and hai 
promising appearance of !»oo>< arriving to a vigorous and 
healthy maturity. 'I he professors in it at present art 
few, but their depaitinents include the most ess.entia| 
parts of education: another/ whose distinguished abili* 
ties will do honour to his country and the nistitutlon, if 
expected to join them in spring? and I think he has lit* 
tie faiti), who ca \ doubt that so good an under'akiny 
will ever fuil of additional strength, and providential 
blessing. And 1 am certain nothing would g ve me so 
much pleasure, as to have it in my power to eontributt 
the least mite towards its perfect establishment. 

The Proftssor of Anatomy and Physiolcgy,'!' la wett 
qualified for the task; his dissections are accurate and 
elegant, and his lectures learned, judicious, and eleav. 

The Professor of the Theory and Practice of Ph^sicjl 
has had the best opportunities of improvements, joined 
to genius and application, and cannot fail of giving ne- 
cessar/ ;;nd instructive lessons to the pupils. 

The field this gentleman undertakes is very extensive, 
and has many difticulties which may mislead the foot- 
steps of an Uiicautioned traveller; therefore, lectures^ 
in which the different parts of the Theory and Practice 
of Physic are judiciouiily classed, and systematically ex- 
plained, will ^prevent many perplexities the student * 
would otherwise be embarrasai d with; will unfold the 
doors of knowledge, and be of great use in directing 
and abridging his future studies; yet there is something 
further wanting; he hiust join examples with study, be- 
fore he can be sufficiently qualified to prescribe for the 
sick: for, lang^iage and books alone can never give hm 
adequate idt-as of diseases, and the best method of treat- 
ing them. For which reasons, irifirmarics are justly re- 
puted the grand theatres of medical knowledge. ^ 

. There, the clinical professor comes in to the aid of 
speculation, and demonstrates the truth of theory, by 
facts: he meets his pupils at stated times in the hospital, 
and when a case presents, adapted to . his purpose, he 
asks all those questions which lead to a cexitain knaw- 
ledge of the diaease, and parts affected { this he does in 
the most exact and particular manner, to convince the 
students how many, and what minute circumstances ar« 
often necessary to form a judgment of the curative indi- 
cations, on which the safety and life of the patient d^ 
pend} from all which civcumstancea and the present 
B}'mptom8, he pronounces what the disease is, whether 
it is ourable or incurable, in what manner it ought to 
be treated, and g^ves his reasons fVom authority or ex- 
perience, ^r all he says on the occasion; and if the dis- 
ease baffies the power of art and the patient falls a sacri- 
fice to it, he then brin^ his knowledge to the test, and 
fixes honour or discredit on his reputation by ezpoaing 
all the morbid parts to view, and demonstrates by whM 
meana it produces death; and if perchance ho finds 
something unexp^ected, which betrays an error in iodg- 
ment, he, like a great and good man, imnnediately ac- 
knowledges the mistake, and for the bcneftt of surri- 
vors points out other methods by which it might have 
been happily treated. The latter i>art of this fiefci of 
tuition is the siu*^ method of obtaining just ideas of dis- 
eases. The great Boerbaave was so attentive to it, that 
he was not only present at the opening of human bo- 
dies, but frequently attended the slaughter houses in 
Lcyden, to examine the carcases of beasts; and being 
asked by a learned fnend, by what means he acquired 
such uncommon certainty in the diagnostics and pi'<i|^ 
nostics, of diseases, answered, by examining dead bodiea, 
studying Sydenham's observations, and Bonetais' ' Sepul- 
chretum Anatomicum,' both which he had read ten times, 
and each time with greater pleasure andimproyemcnt 
Bat to s^ yott nK)r» &miltar instances of the utili«)r 

• Dr. Kuhn. f Dr. Shippen. ♦ Dr. Morgan. 
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oftiiit practi«e| let me remind several of you, who vrere 
liresent Isit fall at the openings of two bodies, one of 
^bicl^ 4i^ of asthmatic complaints, the other of a frenzy 
fucceaded by a palsy, and ask you whether any thing 
^ort of ocular demonstration, could have p^ren you just 
ideas of the causes of the patients' death; m one we saw 
a dropsy in the left side or the tiiorax, and a carious po- 
lypus, with its growing fimbria of fourteen inches in 
length, (now in the hoapita],) extending from the ventri- 
cle of the heart, far beyond the bifurcation of the puU 
la^nary artery; in the other we found the brain partly 
0uppupated, and the ventricle on the opposite side to 
that affected with paralysis^ distended by a large quan- 
tity of limpid serum; and you must cemember, that the 
•tate of all the morbid parts was predicted, before they 
wertt exposed to view; which may have a further ad- 
fmo^Mgtp bv aroutiDg in you an industrious pursuit after 
|Im most hidden causes of all the affections of the human 
Dpdy I and convince you what injury they do the living, 
iprho cppote adecent, painless, and well timed examina- 
tion or ue dead. 

Thus an the profetsort in the best European colleges, 
go hand in hind, and co-operate with each other bjjr re- 
gular chains of reasoning, and occasional demonstrations, 
to the satis&ction and improvement of the students. 

But more is required of us, in this late settled world, 
wB'ere new diseases often occur, and others common to 
many parts of Europe visit us too frequently, which it 
behoves the guardians of health to be very watchful of, 
that they may know them well, and by a hearty union, 
andbrotheriy communication of observations, investigate 
their causes and check their prog^ress. The tisk is ar- 
duous^ but it is a debt we owe to our friends and our 
country. The atmosphere which surrounds i|s is fine, 
and the air we breathe, free, pure, and naturally heal- 
thy, and I am fully persuaded we shall find, on strict 
inquiry, when H becomes otherwise. It is mostly from 
/contagion imported, or neglected sources of putrc&ction 
amongst ourselves, and, therefore, whenever we are 
iible to demonstrate the causes, they may be removed* 
imd the effects prevented. 

Our fathers, siter securing to us the full eiy ovment of 
tfi« inestimable blesnngs m religious and. civu liberty, 
have settled us in a country that affords all the real com- 
ibrts of life, and gives us the prospect of becoming one 
day a great and happy people; and I know only one ob- 
jection to a prudent murs giving North America the 
preference to any other put of the British dominions, 
lor the plsjce of his residence, which 1% that the climate 
is sometimes productive of severe epidemic diseases in 
summer and lalU The country is otherwise free from 
those tedious and dangerous fevers which frequently in- 
fest most parU of Europe. The Uist wet summer, and 
the short space of hot dry weather in autumn, caused so 
many intermitteat9, from the southern suburbs of the 
isily, all the way to Georgia, that I may venture to assert 
two-thirds of the inhabitants were not able to do the least 
busmess for msny weeks* and some families, and even 
townships were so distressed, that they bad not well 
peracms soffident to atlend the sick, during \rhich tnne 
this cky was unusually healthy. How respectable, tiien* 
woqld be ih» characters of those men, who should wipe 
this st«n out of the American escutcheon, snd rescue 
their country from such ^qurnt calamities. 

Sufficient encouragement to make the attempt, is 
found both in history, the books of phync, and our own 
experience. SevenU instances are recorded .of places 
that were so sicklpr, as to be uninhabited, until princes 
have ordered theu* physicians to search into the causes 
of their unhealthiness; and having discovered and re- 
moved them, made thereby valuable additions to their 
kingdoms. Was not our aooient and groat master, Hip- 
pocrates, so knowing in the cause of pestilential conta- 
gion, M to foresee a plagi^e, and send his pupils into the 
jBities to take care of the sick > And have not Hi, and St- 
»Kjra!4ii, the English Hippocmtes, done mflnite service to 
^ Ideating art* and gained immortal honours to them- 



selves, by their essays on epidemics, in winch they not 
only accurately describe the diseases of their respective 
countries, but show the depraved constitution of ths 
air, which produces each of them ^ Our own experience 
also affords much encouragement: when I first came into 
this city, the Dock was the common sewer of fihh, and 
was such a nuisance to the inhabitants about it, that they 
were obliged to use more pounds of barks, than thqr 
have ounces since it has been raised and levelled. Ano- 
ther striking instance of the advantage of cleanliness fcr 
the preservation of health, affords me an opportui^ of 
paying a tribute, justly due, to the wisdom of the legis- 
lature of this province, in fhiming the salutary laws fiir 
paving and regulating tlie streets of this city, and to tlie 
mdefatigable industry and skiH of the commissioners m 
executing tiiem, whereby they have contributed so moch 
to the healthiness of the inhabitants, that I am confident 
the whole expense will be repaired in ten years» by the 
lessening of toe physic bills alone. 

A farm within a few miles of the city was remarkably 
heahhy for fifty years, whilst the tide overflowed Uie 
low lands, near the dwelling house; but after they 
were banked in by ditches so ill contrived that they did 
not ofteri discharge the water that fell into them fbr « 
considerable time, and until it became putrid, and thtfte- 
by rendered the place as remarkably sickly as it had 
been before healthy. I was told by a gentleman of we« 
racity, that he saw the corpses of nine tenants^ that had 
been carried from it in a few years. 

The yellow fever, which I take to be exactly the sane 
distemper as the plague of Athens, described by Thu* 
cydides, has been five different times in this city since my 
rendence in it; the causes of three of them I was latk- 
ily able to trace, and am certain they were the same 
waich produced a gaol fever in other phces, and wm of 
opinion the difference betwixt the appearance of these 
fevers, arises from the climate, and the different state 
the bodies are in when they imbibe the contagion; if so^ 
the same methods which are taken to prevent a gaol lb* 
ver, will equally prevent a yellow fever. It was ill the 
yearforty-one I first saw that horrid disease, which was 
tiien imported by a number of convicts from the Dublia 
gad. The second time it prevailed, it was indigenoa^ 
n-om evident causes, and was principally confined to 
one sauare of the city. The third time, it was generat- 
ed on board of crowded ships in the por^ which brou|;ht 
in their passenj^ers, in health, but they soon after be* 

ranee of costa* 

increased to a 

cairying 

devastation with it, and after continuing two noothsp 
was extinguished by the profuse sweats of tertian fevers* 
but this is not tiie ordinary course of the contagkm* it 
is usually checked by the cool evenmgs in Septeoiber, 
and dies on the appearance of an Octm>er frost 
I lately visited an Irish passenger vessel, which brougbt 
the people peifectly healthy until they came to our li- 
ver, I found five of them ill, and others unwell, and saw 
that the fome$ of infection was spreading among tiien; 
I tberefbre ordered the ship to lav quvantine, to be 
wen purified with the steams of sulpimr> and with line- 
gari directed the beddme and clothu^ of the people 
to be well washed and dned before any perMn ibonkl 
be permitted to land out of her; after wluch I advised 
separating the sick from the healthy. This was done hf 
putting twelve in different rooms in one house, and lbaa^> 
teen in another, out of the city; the conveniences of 
the two houses were much the same; in one of them fit- 
tie care was taken of the sick, who were hid upon tbm 
same foul beds, they (contrary to orders) brourfat to 
shore with them: the consequence was, that all me fr- 
mily catcbed the disteipper, and the landlord died. In 
the other, my orders were strictiy observed; tiie oiek 
had eleau clothes and plean bedding, were well attends 
ed, and soon recoveredt without domg the least tnjiif3r 
to any person that visited them: which confirms Opt^eis 
vatioGtf I had made be^re, that the contagion of 1 
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uuit feren lies m the air, confined tnd corrupted, by 
Aesflect of rag% and other filth about tiie helpless sick, 
and not from their bodies. 

As these heads shall be the subjects of a future lecture, 
I shall at present only mention to you further, a few of 
those methods which hare preserved individuals from 
prevailing diseases. 

The inhabitants of Hispaniola have found the wearing 
flannel shirts to be a preservative against intermittent 
ferers in that sickly island; and as this disease is known 
to arise principally from inhaling a g^eat quantity of the 
hmmdity of the air, I make no douht it would also be of 
ttse in preventing them in our low, moist, level coun- 
tries. 

We know that the bark of sassafras contains many ex- 
cdlent medicinal virtaes; my worthy friend, Mr. Peter 
Franklin, told me, tiiat he being in the fall of the year, 
in the river Nanticoke, In Maiyland, and on seeing the 
people on shore much afflicted with hitermittent fevers, 
advised the mariners of the ship to drink freely, by way 
of prevention, of that aromatic and antiseptic medcine, 
hnt could not prevail on more than half the company to 
do it, and that he and all the others who took it, enjoy- 
ed perfect health, whilst not a single person of the rest e-s 
eaped a severe attack of the epidemic disease: I have 
known other similar instances, which it is needless V> 
mention, since this remarkobly pertinent. 

But I have reason to expect that a more agreeable 
and equally certain preventative against our autumnal 
fevers, will be tbuna in sulphurous chalybeate waters, 
which may be readily procured in noost puts of America, 
eipMecialhr where those diseases are most prevalentr a 
spring of this kind at Gloucester, within a few miles of 
this place, has been much used of late; has been so veiy 
serviceable to invalids, it has die appearance of being a 
vahiable conveniency to the city. Persons under va^ 
rious diseases took lod^^n^ in the village last season, 
fbr the advantage of dnnkmg the waters at the fountain 
head* and though the fiUl was more sickly than has been 
known in the memory of man, not any one of the inhabi- 
twits Bear the Spaw» who drank it freely, had a touch 
of the prevailing disease; whilst the major part of those 
^t did not, hi^ more the appearance of ghosts than 
Bring creatures. There were two houses the habita- 
^ns of father and son, within twenty feet of each other; 
the family of the father had suffered greatly from inter- 
nittent fevers the preceding fall, and some of these con- 
tinued invalids till the middle of summer, when they 
were prevailed on to take the waters, after which they 
daOy recovered health, bloom, and vigour, and passed 
the sickly season without a complaint, whilst scarcely a 
pertottin that of the son, who did not take them, escap- 
ed a aevere illness. It is well known from experience, 
that mineral watenare not only the most paktable, but 
the moat salutary parts of the materia medica; and that 
the effect of those which are pore and properiy impreg- 
nated with chalybeate prindples, strcnj^then digestioa, 
kiaee and counteract a summer's sun, dilutea thick pu- 
trid 1^ (the inslnmient of imsdii^in aU hot climates,) 
and immediately wash away putrefaction through the 
emoBCtonea of the bowels, skm, or kidneys, and there- 
Ibre appear to be natnxalpreventatives agsinst the effect 
ef a hot, moist^ and putnd atmosphere. Whether these 
witara win answer my sanguine expectations or not, 
iHiat be left to the decision of time, if they should be 
Itaand wanting, that ought not discourage our further 
pursuit; fbr since Providence has ftmibhed every coun- 
try with defences for the human body, against the incle- 
mencies of heat and cold, why should we question whe- 
tbar Infinite Wisdom and Goodness has made equal pro- 
vision i^rainst all other natural injuries of our constitu- 
tion? Experience and reason encourage us to believe 
Ithai^ and that the means might be discovered by dili- 
foit investigation, were our researches equal to the task. 
The above instances are therefore related to convince 
jTOtt, that the prevention of some of the epidemic dis- 
'/naaa of America is not on]^ a laudable and rational pur- 



suit, but is more within the limits of human precaotioo 
than has generally been imagined, and to excite your 
particular attention to the improvement of this humane 
and interesting part of your profession, in which, and sU 
oth^ useful underukings, I most sincerely wish you 



I am now to inform, you, gentlemen, that the i 
g^rs and physicians of the Pennsylvania Hospital, on 
seeing the great number of you attending the school of 
Physic in this city, are of opinion, this excellent institu* 
tion likewise affords a favourable opportunity of further 
improvement to you in the practical part of your profca* 
sion; and being desirous it should answer all iht good 
purposes intended by the generous contributors to it, 
have allotted to me the task of giving a course of clini* 
cal and meteorological observations in it, which I dietr- 
fully undertake, (though the season of my lifb points 
out relaxation and retirement, rather than new ineum* 
brances) in hopes that remarks on the many cunoua 
cases that must daily occur, amongst an hundred and 
thirty sick persons, collected together at one time, mi^ 
be very instructive to you. I therefore purpose to meet 
you at stated times here, and give you tne best mfbnaa* 
tion in my power of the nature and treatment of chro- 
nical diseases, and of the proper management of ulcers^ 
wounds, and finctures. I shall show you all the opera- 
tions of surgery, and endeavour, firom the experience of 
thirty years, to introduce to you a fiimiliar acquaintance 
with the acute ^seases of your own country; in order to 
which, I shall put up a complete metecNtflogical appa* 
ratu^ and endeavour to inform^ou of all the known pfa-> 
perties of the atmosphere which suirounds us, and the 
effects its frequent variations produce on animal bodiett 
and confirm the doctrine by an exact register of the 
weather, and of the prevailing diseases, both here and 
in the neighbouring provinces; to which I shaH add all 
the interesting observations which may occur in private 
practice, and sincerely wish it may be in my power to 
do them to your satisfaction. 

I have likewise the pleasure to inform you, that Dr, 
Smith has promised to go through a course of experi* 
mental philosophy in the college, fbr your instnietion 
in Pneumatics, Hydraulics, and Mechanics, whieh wiQ 
be of the g^atest advantage to a ready comprehen^bm 
of the meteorological lectures; and other parts of jrow 
Medical studies, and lay you under the highest obBga* 
tionsto that learned professor. 

ANNALS OF PAUPERISM. 
TahkofthellortaUhfintheMedUJtDeparimeni^lkg 
Fhikde^phia JUma-Hoim. ' 
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RECAPITULATION. 
Numbtr of womtn treated in Women's )ie- 

dM^ Wards - • - 738 

Deaths ..... 99 

Pereentage 13.4 

Number of men treated in Men's Medical 

Wards 1082 

Deaths 133 

Percentage .... 12,8 

jKfiUiber treated in Men and Women's Sur* 

gi^l and Women's Yen. Wards 768 

Deaths 32 

Percentage .... 444 

Nii«iher tre^cd in Men's Venereal and Eye 

Wards, Cells, and Obstet. Wards 671 

Ptaths 40 

Percentage .... 5.96 

IM'ioal patients tre%te4 . . 1820 

Deaths 237 

percentage 13 

li«M1^lpittients,&c.tFeMe4 • - 1439 

Deathe 72 

Pfrcent^ge . . . , ^ 

Total treated - . 3259 
Deaths • - 309 
Percentage - - 9.4 

^. U. CHEW, Senior Student. 
N, jBL. Med, U Surg. Jour. 

PREMIUMS./ 

^feredfir competition at the exhibition to he held at the 

HaOofthe Franklin Institute, in Philcdefyhia, on the 

7th of October (ind three successive days. 

i- Irpii Castings. — To the maker, in Pennsylvania, of 
fliehevt apecimen of iron castings, fit for small machin- 
fryt to be cast smooth, and free from sand; fifty pounds 
itt !^ exhibited^— A silver medal . 

Before awarding the premium^ the castings must be 
^ftred, to the fat^aetion of the committee of premiums 
Slid exhibitions. 

, % Tinned Cast &rou. — ^For the best specimen of tin* 
pe4 9^ iron hollow ware,*for culinary purposes; not less 
^Im one dozen pieces to be exinbited — A silver medal. 

;}. Iron Hollow Ware, coated with Porcelaio.— For the 
|)i!iiff|,«pecimen of iron hollow ware, coated with porce- 
lun, similar to that imported from Germany; not less 
than one dozeA pieces to be exhibited.— A silver me- 
aaL 

<4* Anneided Cast Iron. — For the best specimen of 
annealed cast iron; not less than one dozen pieces, for 
IFttrioiit purposes, to be exhibited. — A silver medal. 

J. 6MkiDg Iron Ore with Anthracite.— To the first 
person vho, previous to t^e fimtday of Janu«y» 1830, 
tb«Ui»«tre manufactured, in the United States, iron from 
Ih^ tve, using not less than one half anthracite coal; the 
^piantitv to be not less than twenty tons— A gold medaJ. 

^. Sheet Iron. — ^For the best specimen of rolled sheet 
iron, equal to that imported from Bussia; not less than 
IVfilTe pbeets to be exhibited. A silver medal. 

7. X^a^t ftteel.— -For the best specimen of cast steel, 
fnanafaotured in the Uiuted S|tates{ not less than fifty 
|KMinds to be exhibited. A silver medal. 

8. Files^-rTo the manufacturer of the best files made 
ki the U. States; twelve dozen, assorted siaes, to bf &j^\ 
ptted. A eilver me^al. 

9. Stpok, #r Standing Vice.T-^or the best stock, or 
ftandinj^ vices, equalled to those called Tower Vices, 
^nd weighing thirty pounds, or upwards; three at least 
fo be esjhibited. A silver medal. 

, 10. PjgBniss. — ^Ferthe beet specimen of pig brses, 
fhe Ifinc used to ht the produce of the United States; 
|iot less than ^y pounds to be exhibited. A ail^fr me. 
^. 

11. Qrudbles. To 'the maVer of the best erucihies, 
iHilnbU lor brass lbunden< the crucibles must he capa* 
\^t4tf^m$^ hMt M WfM 9» ^;hest nov \n vmi Q9e 



dozen of them must be exhibited, together with the 
certificate of their having been made and fully tefte<| 
in the U. States. A silver medal. 

12. Steam Engine Furnace and Bwler. To the in- 
ventor of the best constructed furnace and boiler, supe* 
rior to any now in use, for consuming anthraciic in gene^ 
rating steam; to be applied to steam engines. A sUver 
medal. 

Certificates will be required, of the furnace having 
been some time in use, of the quantity of coal consuu*- 
ed, and of the effect produced. 

13. Fire Bricks, lo the maker of the be#t fir« 
bricks. A silver medal. 

This premium will not be awarded until the brick* 
have been tested, and found to be e<|ual to the ^tpur* 
bridg'e. 

14. Currying Knives. To the maker of the best ^ur* 
rying knives, equal to the best now in use; two dof^n 
to be exhibited. A silver medal. 

Certificates will be required from manufacturers of 
leather, that the knives have been used^ an4 fou94 
equal to the best now in pse. 

15 Copper Bottoms. To the maker of the best cop^ 
per I ttoms, not fewer than three to be exiiibited; th^ 
diameter not to be less than forty inchc^. A silver n^* 
dal. 

16. Japanned Wsuters, or Trays. For the best spe- 
cimen of japanned waiters, or trays, made and Japanned 
in Pennsylvania; an assoi'tment to be exhibited. A aUr 
ver medal. 

17. Surveyors' Instruments. To the maker of Uia 
best surveyors' instruments. A silver medal. 

18. To the maker of the best port^ible mountain Ba- 
rometer. A silver medal. 

19. Lithographic Stone. For the best specimens of 
lithographic slone, found in the United Suites. A silver 
medal. 

As a guide to those unacquainted with the particular 
kind required, a specimen of the German stone may bo 
seen at the hall of the Institute. 

20. Porcelain. For the best porcelain, made in the 
United States, gilt, painted, and plain; one hundred 
pieces must be exhibited. A silver medal. 

21. Imitation Russia Leather. For the best specimen 
of imitation liubsia leather; one dozen skins tone exhi- 
bited. A silver medal. 

22. Woollen Goods. To the manufacturer of the 
best piece of Broad Cloth, made in the United St^tea^ 
not less than 40 yards to be exhibited. A ^Iver medal. 

23. To the manufacturer of the best piece of caaal> 
mere, made in the United Stj^tes; not leas than 40 yar4f 
to be exhibited. A silver medal. 

Regard will be had to the quality of the dye* «s ««Q 
as to the doth, in premiums Ko. 2!^ and ^. 

24. To the manufacturer of the best piece of satinett, 
made in the United States; not less than tOOy«rdf tohe 
exhibited. A silver medal. 

25. To the maker of the best wooiltn blankets, made 
in the United States, two doaen pair to be exhilnted. A 
silver medal. 

The blankets to be of the size known as 2, 2^^ orS 
points; regard will be had to weight, and no premiuvi 
awarded, unless the quality be equal to that ot the im- 
ported. 

26. To the maker of the best ingvain carpetingt not 
less than 100 yards to be exhibited. A silver ro^al. 

The quality of coloon wiU be conndened in atrardh^ 
this premium. 

27. For the best specimen of stair carpeting, hi imi- 
tation of Venetian; not less than 50 yards to be eadiUnt- 
ed. A silver medal. 

28. Cotton Goods. — For the best specimen of furni- 
ture chintz, made in the United States; not less than SCO 
yards to be exhibited. A silver medal. 

29. To the m^nu^turer of the be^ ^eeimen of £a- 
lieoeff, or printm for l^tf drf;8aes iDa4e in the Ui^feifl 
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8^te«; not leis tbin 300 jatda to be exhibited. A ul- 
^er medil. 

50. To the m^ntifjictfirer of the best ipecimen of 
shiHIngs, not under No. 50, rosde in the United States; 
not less than 300 yards to be exhibited. A silver me- 
dul. ^ 

31. To the mamifiicturer of th* best sjliecimen of di- 
ixiitres, made in the United States, which must be equal 
to that imported; not less than 100 yards to be exhibit* 
ed. A silver medal. 

J3. To the manufacturer in Pennsylvania, of the best 
loom c6tton stockings, bleached; not less than five do- 
ttn pairs to be exhibited. A silver medal. 

33. Sewing Silk. To the maker in Pennsylvania, of] 
tlie greatest quantity of sewing silk, of good qualitjr; i 
flot less thart ten potinds; at least one pound tb be exhi- 
bited. A silver medal. 

54. Cabinet Ware.-*-T6 the maker of the beit cibi- 
met teeristary and book tkse. A silver medal. 

35. To the maket of the best sofa. A silver mediJ. 

36. To the tnakier of the best and most complete ward- 
ltlb«. A stiver medal. " 

37. To thfc maker of the best chairs? one dozin *fo ht 
*lbibit*d. A silver medal. 

38. Madder. To the person who shall cultivate the 
greatest quantity of maader, the produce of not less 
Sian A quarter of an acre; samples must be exhibited, 
trith a certificate of the quantity produced. A silver 
medal. 

39. Gr^en Paint. For a green paint, which ^ill stand 
the action of the sun better than any now in tise. A 
silver medaL 

40. Wall Colouring, tor the best specimens of wall 
colouring; a variety of samples to be exhibited. A sil- 
ver medal. 

41 . Bleaching ialts. To the manufacturer of the best 
bleaching salts, (chloride of lime,) made in the state 
of Pennsylvania; not less than five thousand pounds to 
be made during the year ending October 1, 1828; one 
hundred pounds to be exhibited. A silver medal. 

42. Prussiate of Potash. To the manufacturer of the 
best prussiate of potash, (ferro cyanate of potassa) made 
in the state of Pennsylvania; not less t^jan 1000 pounds 
to b^ inadc during the year ending October 1, 1828; fif- 
ty pounds to be exhibited — a silver medal. 

43. Pniasian Blue. To the manufacturer of the best 
Thtisian blue, (ferro cyanate of iron) made in the state 
of Pennsylvania; not less than 1000 pounds to be made 
durinj^ the year ending October 1, 1828; 50 pounds to 
be exhibited. A silver medal. 

'44.' Ifimging Astral I^mp. To the tnaker of the best 
hah^o^ astral lamp, made ih the United States, with 
nottess than five burners; the exlffemt diatneter to be 
not l^ss than fiffy inches. A silver medal. 

45. Machine Drawin|^. To thfe pupil of the high 
IcMbl, tfho shall execute and exhibit the best specimen 
of ^t>eispfective dl^wing from machinery. A silver me- 
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AA articles ofiered for a premium, must be acnt to 
^ phiee of deposit, before the opening of the exhibi- 
tion. 

Mb prrhihim will be awarded m second time for the 
wtt^ article; nor for one, thtf quality of which is infe- 
ikirto smch as hare been formerly exhibited, the price 
Mhg considered. * 

Ifb^ M-tidai arte fol' sale, ^e maker^ nitne and re- 
M«ikf^« together witfi the pri^e of goods, must be aifix- 
%lte tbeln, or transmitted to WilHam Ikmikon, Actu- 
M^^ Um Hall of ^e Institute. 

"Wbeti A premium b offered for the best article of any 
Imriptiofi, it will not be awarded excepting the quafity 
BiMteb as to merit it 

hitA^s of extraordinary merit, not contained in the 
^w2i^ list, may receive honorary prcraiutns on thte 
VVM c7 tbe managers. 



The exhibition will commence on Tvesdfty, the Tih 
of October, and continue open four days.* 

• All inquiries and ccmmunications respecting the 
exhibition, will receive prompt attention, if addressed to 
William Hamilton, Actuary, at the Hall of tbb Franklin 
Institute. 

GOVERNOR MIFFLIN'S MESSAGE, 1791 
Gentlemen of the Senate and 
Houee of Repruentatites. 

While you are thus convened, in order to transact tW 
legislative business of our country, 1 cannot» I think, 
more properly introduce to you the subjects of my ad- 
dress, than by adverting to the conduct of the late gen- 
eral assembly, as furnishing an honourable example for 
imitating a powerful incentive to diligence and patrieW 
ism. Bv the labour and wisdom of your predecessora^ 
nuiny of the constitutional principles of our government^ 
^have attained their practical use and effect. The wtaltli 
of the community has been successfully applied to H* 
proper objects, the maintenance of public credit, an4 
the advancement of public convenience. A system of 
jui'isprudence, at once comprehensive and beneficent, 
has been established; and, at the very moment that tkn 
sanguinary denunciations of the Penal Code have beca 
expunged, its operation, in correcting and reformings 
has been experimentally ensured. 

The consequences of this enlightened policy, nnitinr 
with the temperate and industrious habits of our coBiS^ 
tuents, and the natural advantages <^ the soil and cli- 
mate which we enjoy, present to your view a state ef 
agriculture, comma*ce and arts, that may fairly awakcti 
the pride, and must elevate the hopes, of every virtoe«» 
citizen. The contribution which Pennsylvania >ie1d8 1* 
the treasury of the Union, forms a competent ev id e n ce 
of the extent and eroolumentsof her trade. 1'he mpiA 
incresse of her population, and the abundant snppnce 
wbicb she accumulates for foreign, as well as for donte i* 
tic nuurkets, will demonstrate the active end prodnetive 
condition of her husbandry; and innumerable prooib 
arise in her city, towns, and villages, to disphy a gene* 
ral diffuuon of useful knowledge, and the cuHmEuon ef 
every art, which is necessary, or omamentaly in tocfet}^* 

To preserve and to improve the bleaeings of the situn- 
tion which I huve described, is the trust, gentlemen, 
confided to yoiu* care; and, as it is reasonable to prtteme 
that the expectations of our constituents wiH be raised, 
in proportion as this task has been facilitsted, pemiH me 
to n^new, at the present period, tlie most fiUtbf^ nm#. 
ranees, that your vario^is exertions for the pnldie |no4 
will receive all the aid, which it is in Cbe power nf tbe 
executive to bestow. 

Contemplating the many hnportsnt points fhi^ entiu 
ged the attention of the precedmg general assembly, 
you will perceive, gentlemen, that the consolidation of 
the revenues, and the exonerattion fi*om tl^ presavre fH 
the debts of the commonwealth, deserve to be peenliarly 
distinguished, on account of the benefidal Hfcets Which 
they have already produced; for, the public reseorce^ 
moulded hito one aggregate fVmd, have been reseued 
from that confusion, which partial approprntthmi t^ 
specific brancheis, together with a tardr and precflriotn 
collection^ had unavoidsbly occasioned; whiTe the meant 
that were dh'ected to be employed, fer die mti^ction 
of the public creditors, hare given celebrity to oirr nemr 
government, and amply praoide, at the commencemeih 
of the ensuing year, for the extinguishment of dl itit 
pecuniary obngntions of tbe state, except i}ioait reitfair 
on the principal of the funded and depreciation certm* 
cates. It will add to yoor pleasure on ^is occasion, to 
observe, ftom the report of the sales of ^tock width th^ 
secretary is directed to present to you, that peat 'pre- 
caution was taken to prevent a depreciation m the ifcbt 
of the United States^ which might bave happened IWmi 
1 loo suddenly over-clmrging the maiiceti andeur-siic- 
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cet8> in this reipec^ wiH be obvious, from the high price 
that has been obtained. Considering, indeed, that the 
authority to dispose of stock, was intended merely as 
an mxiliary to our specie funds, and desiring, as far as 
possible, to avoid the diminution of a productive capital, 
I have thought it expedient to charge as many objects 
upon the money actually in the treasury, as was consst- 
cat with the re^^ard which the law prescribes for pre- 
vious appropriations. Under these considerations, there- 
fore, you wdl find, that the quantity of deferred stock 
which has been sold, amounts to one hundred and seven- 
s-nine thousand five hundred and thirty dolUrsf that 
ttie quantity of three per cent stock which has been 
■^i tfold, amounts to three hundred and four thousand five 
^ liaadred doUarsf that the proceeds of the sales of both 

amount to one hundred and sixteen thousand one hun> 

tired and sixty-nine pounds seventeen shillings and two- 
pencei %r\d that this sum is to be applied to the payment 

«f all the interest due, or which must become due, on 

.4be fbst daj of January next, upon the funded and de- 

fMTociatkm debti to the payment of the arrears of inter- 
est on th^ aew loan debt; and to the repayment of the 

torn of sixty thousand pounds, which was borrowed from 

Ihe Bank dT North America. To rcTieve tfie state from 

<lie accumulation of interest, to redeem the valuable 

ttropeity that was pledged as a colkteral security to the 

bank, and to employ the favourable opportunity pre- 

•entcd by the advanced price of stock, were the induce- 

nenls for anticipating the period, which the terms of 

the contract allowed, for liquidating the last of these 

eacsfements. 
Tke improvemeiR of our roads and inland navigation, 

wiH» i am persuaded, continue to be a fiivourite object 

with the legislature? I have, indeed, received such ac- 
counts from the Agents of Information (whose report 

wiU be laid before you) and through various other chan- 

aels, respecting the progress in executing the contracts 

which have been formed, as promise full compensation 

lor the expense that has been incurred, and afford am- 
ple encomgement for fotnre enterprises of a similar 

■aUire* In addition to the contracts that were mention- 
ed in a former address, I have concluded others for open- 
ing and improving a road leading from Harrisburg, thro' 

the Narrows, at the end of the Kittatiny mountiun and 

Peter's moumain, and thence the nearest and best course 

to the place where it will intersect the road leading fbom 

Harrisburg to Sunbury, at or near Halifax; for opening 

and improving s road leading from Stockport, on Uie 

fiver Delaware, to Harmony, at the Great Bend of the 

river 8us(iuehanna; for improving the navigation of the 

river JuniaU from its mouth to Water street, and thence 

to Ftankstown; and fbr opening and improving a rc>ad 

from Yerktown to Cooper's4erry. 1 shall take this op- 
portunity of transmitting the report of AgenU of Infbr- 

matieo, who, having recently expkired the JuniaU and 

Conemaugh, and surveyed the roads corresponding with 

those riven, recommend that a deviation should be made 

ta that quarter fh>m the plan which is prescribed in the 

act of assembly, upon principles that certainly merits a 

aerioos consideration. If their opinion b sanctioned 1^ 

your approbation, the proposed roads to Pittsbiu^, to 

Poplar Run, and to the Little Conemaugh, being blend- 
ed and fanned into one great road, leading fhmi Frank- 
town to Pittsburr, the projected canal between the Qui- 

tapshiUa and TuTpehoccon being opened, and a few ea- 

af portages established in proper situations^ a certain 

Mndation will be hud for connecting the western wa^ 

ters of the Ohio and the great lakes with the eastern 

•treaaii* flowing into the Athmtic, ptfucularly with the 

tidr-waters of the Delaware^ ia the neighbourhood of 

iPbil^lphia. 

But, ^tlemea, while we trace the progress of this 

«eainmunication, with a just estimate of its importance, 

^permit me to advert to another object, whioh^ in the 

impartial exercise of the powers of government^ ought 

aiot to be forgotten— I meanr the navigation of the lower bly ; and such of them as may remain incom])lete, iho^cL 
lof the SasquehaiMnu It is tracy that the aatiirilf perhaps, be made subject U> the same Jurisdietion itfi 



difBctilties of rendering this river navigable are greatf 
and some objections, in point of policy, might be urged 
aga-nst the principle of the undertaking. But the com* 
bined strength and opulence of the states that are imme- 
diately interested, would undoubtedly be competent to 
overcome the former; and the effect of the measurea 
which have been taken, and which might be taken, ttt 
preserve the balance of improvements in favour of Penii' 
^ylvania, would, perhaps, sufficiently remove the latter. 
The equal accommodation of our constituentiy however, 
and the advancement of every part oTthe kXaJLt to the 
enjoyment of the greatest advantage to which it is sus> 
ceptible, are duties that will entitle this subject to your 
considention; and I am inclined to believe, that when* 
ever you shall deem it proper to enter into a negoda- 
tion, the states of Maryland and Delaware will not hcri- 
tate to sacrifice some local interests, in order to acooB- 
pfish that extensive plan of public convenience, which 
contemplates a new avenue to the ocean, and the uaioa 
of the bays of Chesapeake and Delaware. 

Should the magnitude of the work, however, and the 
natural or political obstacles which are suggested, en* 
force a tempotary suspension, we may, neveitbelesi^ 
view the opening snd clearing of the Susquehanna^ 
from its northern entrance into Pennsylvania, as (ur at 
least as Wright's ferry, not only with rentect to the be* 
nefits which the circumjacent country wm immediately 
experience, but with respect to the resulting influence 
in rendering more easy, and more desirable, the ulti- 
mate point of improvement in the navigation of the ri- 
ver. I regret, therefore, that satisfactoiy overturst 
have not hitherto been nuKle for executing thb part of- 
the plan, upon the terms propos^ in the act of Assea* 
blyi and as its practicabilit^r cannot be doubted, allow 
me to refer it to your discretion to determine, whether 
the disappointment has not arisen from the insufficiency 
of the sum appropriated, and, consequentiy, whether a 
more adequate provision ought not to be made. 

While I offer these remarks, I am aware, ffentleneii» 
that the want of a good and permanent road i«» at pre- 
sent, the principal defect in the communication between 
the middle counties and the metn^lis. The steps 
which are taking, however, in pursuance of the legisk* 
tive resolution of the SOth day of September last, to re-> 
medy thisinconveniencv, have met with universal app(o> 
bation; and, I hope, the commissioners who were ap- 
pointed to make the proper surveys between Philade^ 
phia and Lancaster, wiU enable me, previoudy to the 
adjournment of the session, to lay a pUn before you, 
which, corresponding in its execution with your views* 
and the wishes of our fellow citizens, may lead to the 
establishment of a general system of well constructed and 
well regulated roads. You must readily perceive, in- 
deed, that it will be in vain either to open roads, or to 
dear rivers, without a vigilant attention to keep the for- 
mer in repair, and to prevent encroachments upon the 
htter: And the existing laws being extremely made- 

2uate to these essential purposes, you will, I am confr* 
ent, jevise and amend them, with all the diligence and 
energy, which the occasion shall be thought to re^uiie- 
Among the many considerations that will oeeor m the 
course of the investigation thus introduced, the circavr 
stances of our inland trade, will probably suggest the 
idea of makinr a reasonable compensation to theooldcfa 
of certain femes on the Susquehanna and otiier rivers 
in order to rive a fk«e passage to wagons transpeitbtf 
produce to Remarket, and returning with the meroha»* 
disc of PhiUdelphia. This*- it has been conceive^ 
would be the means of preventing the trade of sevetal ^ 
counties Irom centering in other states, as experieoo^ 
has shown, that when toe Susquehanna is ftosen over* 
many western farmers convey their producO to thb akj% 
which, in other seasons^ they diM>ose of in Mar ' 
Some latitude should, likewise, be allowed, in 
out the roads tliat are described in the late act of s 
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Hfokdoif m are eftoblistied in the case of coantx rosds . 

Under tbe autborily of an tct of Aawmbly , I hare €b* 
taiaed a loan of twenty thouaand pounds from the Bank 
of North Ainericai u|k>q a mortgage of the rerenues 
arifn^ from veiidiiesy in order to repay the money ex- 
pended by the corporation of the city, and tbe commis- 
IMsers of the county of Phikdelphia, for the accommo- 
dation of Congress; and to proTide a suitable dwelling 
for the President of the United States. The first part 
of this appropriation, amounting to two thousand nine 
baadzvdaod one pounds nine shillings and four-pence, 
md the price of tbe lot of ground (which has been ob- 
tsiatdon the west side of Ninth street, between Market 
aad Cbesnut streets) amounting to fire thousand four 
hundred and ninety-one pounds; there only remains the 
mm of eleven thousand six hundred and seven pounds 
ten ihiUings and eight-pence, to purchase the materials 
aad coinpKte the structure of the building. As soon as 
ineligible plan can be procured, and a satisfactory esti- 
aafte of the expense can be formed, I will lay them be- 
fore you i and^ou may be assured, gentlemen, that I will 
cndcaroor, with the strictest economy and diligence, to 
do ail the justice to the hospitable intention of tiie legis- 
kture* which the limitation of the fund will permit 

In discharging other duties that were assigpied to me 
bv laws pasied at the last session of the general assem- 
hly, 1 have appointed one set of commissioners to lay 
CNit a town at the mouth of Beaver creek, and another 
•et to run the bonndary line between the counties of 
Mifiin and Huntingdon. The former have not yet haid 
tisM to execute their trust: and the latter have found so 
moch difficulty in ascertaining the point of departure 
bitended by the act, that they have made a special re- 
port (which will be communicated for your information) 
soggesting that a straight line from the Water-gap in 
Tusearora to the Blue Rock on Juniata, is the only course 
rive satisfaction; snd this they accordingly re- 
l to be expressly sanctioned by the legisuiture. 
It may be proper to observe, that an early decision on 
the subject is requisite to preserve peace and order: but, 
at the same time, I am happy to add, that the disturban- 
ceib vhich bad arisen from another cause in the county 
of lfiffliii» have entirely subsided; and I have received 
information, that the principal rioters have given the 
best evidence of their contrition, by readily submitting 
to those measures, which it was thought necessary to 
nuime, in order to vindicate the dignity and energy of 
the gOTcmment 

In obedieooe to the directions of the legislature, I en 
tered into a contract with the commissioners of the city, 
by which they engaged, at a reasonable rate, to pave 
the foot way of the state house square, from Chesnut to 
Wafaiut street, in Fifth street; and tbe undertaking being 
executed, I have paid the consideration money by a 
wnrnMt upon the treasurer, for the sum of one hundred 
and fifty-three pounds fifteen shilling^ and eleven-pence. 
The forms prescribed in the law, respecting an indemni- 
ty for those lots of the donation land, which have been 
found toBe withm the jurisdiction of New York, have, 
likewise, been pursued; but as it is probable that many 
i£ the claimants were too remote to receive an account 
of the arrangement, in season to take advantage of it, 
(soae of tbem being actually employed in the western 
mwf of the tTnited States) and as, in foet, from a mis^ 
csnrtmction of the law, none of them appeared on the 
p topcr day to draw tfieir lots, you will, no doubt, per- 
tan the |iropriety of exti:n<Ung the time for presenting 
these dMia^ as well as for dedding the priority in chus- 
ittgnn eqin^dent; and it will be expedient to announce 
TOOT Wiillgcnce, in these respects, as soon as possible. 

Tht oommissioner for stating the claims of this state 
' ' \ tile United States reports to me, that, although 
j^ has yet appeared to warrant a material change 
of llH»«ptnion, which was formerly expressed upon the 
" I result of the settlement of those claims, con- 
i progress has been made in arranging and stat- 
'^iim necounU: and, t trust, thst at length all the ob- 
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stacks to the completion of the coirtract for At Lake 
Erie purchase are removed; tbe comptroller 6f the tres' ^ 
suiy of the United States, and the comptroller general 
of Pennsylvania, having concurred in stating the amo^mt 
of the consideration money to be one fiundlned and fifty* 
one thousand, six hundred -^n^! forty dollars and tweW^J 
five cents, and the mediu; i of p^tymentto be loan-office 
certificates of the Usrfcd SiKtcs', at their specie valuet 
reduced by the continental seal? of depreciation; Cer' 
tii^cates of final settlements i^^iw^'l by the commission- 
ers of the states, or depart .T.e-^'<» ,• or certificates com«« 
monly called registered debt, with the intelfest which 
may be due upon them until the tenth day of June 1791. 
The necessary sum, in public securities of these various 
descriptions, is prepared at ^c treasury, and will be de-f 
livered as soon as the mode of conveyance (which I 
have referred to the consideration of the attorney-gene- 
ral) shall be settled. From some doubts, indeed, that 
have been entertained, whether there exists in any offi- 
cer of the federal government, a competent autliority to 
execute an instrument of tlil*? nature, it may eventually 
be necessary to call in the aid of congress; but, as the 
terms of the contract have received a definitive cort* 
struction, it will not, I preMimc, occasion much delay, to^ 
designate the mere forinalllies of transfer. 

In leading your attention, gentlemen, to those objects 
which are particularly interesting to the public welfare, 
the election of a senator, to represent the commonwealth 
in the senate of the United States, appears first in ordei^ 
and importance. During the present session of the fe*' 
deral legislature, the ratio of representation, in the po- 
pular branch of the government, will be fixed for Ac 
ensuing period of ten years; our commercial intercourse 
with foreign nations will probably be settled on a new 
basis; and there is g^at reason to expect, that a system 
for establishing and regulating the militia of the United 
States will be introduced and adopted. Tue jurisdiction 
of congress cannot, I think, be exercised upon subjects 
more critical in their origin, or more extensive in theit' 
operation} on which a greater diversity of opinion it 
likely to arise; or in the decision of which a free peoplo 
ought to be more anxious to give the full expression of 
their feelings and their sentiments. Recollecting, there- 
fore, the weight oione member in the small body of the 
senate, you will excuse mo if I am solicitous, that con- 
siderations respecting the magnitude of the end should 
suppress every doubt and reconcile etery variance [ret* 
pecting the forms of the proceeding; so that Pennsyl^ 
vania may, at this juncture, enjoy the whole fbrcc of her 
legitimate influence in the councils of the Union. T0 
you, gentlemen, no argument can be offered, which n 
sense of public duty, and an ardent attachment to tbe ^ 
honour and prosperity of your country, will not spon« 
taneotisly sug^st: You feel, and I am confident yoti 
will act, as becomes the impoitandte of tbe occawon; and, 
under this impression, I cheerfally dismiss the subject 
with informing you, that, by the returns ftrom the seve- 
ral districts, it appears, that Thomas Fitsimons, JVed'lft 
Augustus Muhlenberg, Thomas Hartley, Daniel Heister^ 
Israel Jacobs, John Wilkes Kittera, Andrew Gregg and 
Wiiriam Findley, are duly elected represenUti^s of 
this sUte in the house of representatives of the \Jnited 
States, for the next term of two years. 

If the supplement to the judiciary bill, which was par^ 
ticularly recommended to yoiu- Consideration by the late 
house of representatives, should introduce an cnquitY 
into the general state of the department, you will find, 
that, although the foundation is admirably laid, some 
additions are necessary to complete the strenjyth and 
beauty of the superstructure. Besides piu^umg thict 
objects of the supplementary bill, to which I have ad- 
verted, the enlargement of the equitable powers of our 
courts of law seems to be expedient; not only as it 
would promote the ordinary administration of justice, 
but as the means of placing the scene of domestic liti- 
gation upon an equal footing with controversies arising 
between the citizens of Fcnn»>'lvan!a and thecititem c« 
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other ftatei, or foreig-nere, which, giving immediate ju~ I the public monejt and ti'ith the latter kind may hw 
riidiction to the federal courts, may be conducted by | classed, the settlement of the accounts of the common- 
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rules less rigid, and decided upon principles more libe 
ral. I have, on a former occsuion, obser^-ed, that llie 
laws, respecting bankruptcy, are, likewise, defective in 
several points; and I cannot avoid repeating^, that the 
want of an appeal from the mere doubt of tlie commis- 
iioners (which doubt is all the ast requires to justify the 
refusal of a certi^9ate) may hereaAer be the source of 
extreme oppression, and apparently, indeed, militates 
against the constitutional right of trial by jur)'. What- 
ever may be the objections, therefore, to the intivoduc- 
tion of a system of bankrupt laws, I am persuaded, that, 
when introduced, you will think it proper in this, as well 
as in every other respect, while you gtiard agsunst frau- 
dulent practices, to protect and countenance the honest, 
though unfortunate, ti-ader. In reviewing the laws for 
the relief of insolvent debtors, and those which regulate 
attachments, many opportunities of making amend- 
ments will occur; and a provision in th^ act respecting 
juries, which shsdl, on the one hand, render a fairer 
compensationfor the juror's service, and, on the other 
hand, impose a heavier fine on his neglect or refusal to 
perform it, would, in effect, diminish the burthen of this 
indispensable duty, by gfiviug certiunty and despatch to 
the business of our courts. I will only further remind 
you, as matter for deliberation naturally connected with 
tlie subject, that the institution of a general fee bill, and 
the declaration of the forms, in which actions may be 
brought and prosecuted against the commonwealth, will 
be conaderably useful in discharging the variouu ofHces 
of government: And, while I refer you to a report from 
the inspectors of tlie prison of Philadelphia, for a pleas- 
ing proof of the salutary consequences which the re- 
formation of the penal code has produced, I am per- 
suaded you will pay a proper attention to the opinion 
tliat the Board has expressed, upon the expediency of 
abolishing what are termed the jail fees. 

In the executive departments some points will like- 
wise claim your regard. Since the establishment of the 
present constitution, temporary laws have been passed 
to transfer, in thi aggregate, all the powers of tlie late 
Supreme Executive Council to the Governor of the 
commonwealth: but, as many of those powers could be 
more conveniently, and more advantageously, exercised 
in other ofHces, I should be happy, if an opportunity 
occurs, to see them analysed and properly distributed. 
For the incidental and contingent expenses of the de- 
partment, I conceive that a general provision should be 
made, in order to meet the section of the Constitution 
which declares, that no money shall be drawn from the 
treasury but in consequence of appi-opriations made by 
law J and, if a permanent authority were given to super- 
intend the publication of the Acts of Assembly, that bu- 
siness would be facilitated, and the information of your 
proceedings with greater expedition communicated to 
our constituents. You will indulge me, gentlemen, in 
adding one wish of a more personal nature, that, as fkr 
as your conveniency will permit, bills may be delivered 
for the consideration of the executive, some time before 
the day fixed for the adjournment of the legislature: For, 
hitherto most of the laws have been transmitted at so 
late a period of the session, that there was hardly time 
to peruse them, much less to deliberate on their con- 
tents. 

The improved state of our finances, the rapid progress 
that has been made in the settlement and liquidation of 
old transactions and engagements, and the consequent 
decrease of business in the respective offices, must ren- 
der this period favourable for reviewing and reforming 
the department of accounts. The present system is, 
indeed, defective even in its foundation? in some in- 
ftances furnishing no adequate check* and, in others, 
producing confusion and embarrassment by the compli- 
cation of Its forms. Of tlie former kind, is that provi- 
•ion, by which the Treasurer is authorised to settle the 
«^«countf of the reyeiuie officers, from whom he receives 



wealth at different places, and by different persons} and* 
generally speaking, all the consequences of an undi- 
gested distribution of duties between the ComptfoWcr- 
General and Uegistcr-Genei-al. 

As I am, persuaded, gentlemen, that this subject will 
soon engage your attention, I am induced to add a few 
hints, from the statement which the officers have pre- 
sented to me, in order to facilitate your investigation. 
It would, I tlunk, be a radical improvement in the dc* 
pailment, if all the accounts which are rendered aadi 
settled wei-e deposited in one office, and the books of 
entry in the other. This separation would not only add 
to the security of the public documents, as, in case of 
accidental destniction of the accounts, the books roiglit 
remain; but it would likewise enable each officer, froai 
the materials in his own possession, to collect and fur- 
nish, upon all occasions, the necessary information taad 
a chain of connexion often blending public transactioiHi 
each would have it in his power, without difficulty «c 
delay, to unravel and check the accounts under exsiM- 
nation, by comparing them with the correspondUng 
vouchers. Several advantages, likewise, concur to jus- 
tify a proposal, that books should be opened in the Re- 
glister's office, in which accounts shall be kept with sadi 
of the public creditors, as may choose to give up the 
certificates which they at present hold, for others in sD 
respects similar, except that the new certificates shsU 
not be transferable, although the debu, of which they 
are the evidences, may still be assigned, in the sane 
manner, and with the same efiect, as the debt of the U. 
States. This measure would prevent the necesnty of 
cutting up eertificatates to accommodate purchasers at 
the Land Office; it would be convenient to thc^ indivi- 
dual creditor, by enabling him to divide his claim into any 
sums that his wants might require; rendering the pro- 
perty more safe from fire and other accidents? it would 
relieve the legislature from frequent applications for tht 
renewal of lost certificates; and, if it had not the effect 
of immediately appreciating the state debt, it would, at 
least, render all the business respecting it more unifonn 
and stabU*. 

A provision for cancelling those certificates of the 
state debt, which, being redeemed, are deporited in the 
possession of the Comptroller-General arc directed to be 
cancelled, ■ would, I believe be useful; and it might, 
perhaps, with propriel}', be extended to such ceitift' 
cates as sliall in future be paid to the Receiver-Gencrsl 
of tlie Land Office, allowing that officer to produce as 
authenticated document of the amount, which may from 
time to time be cancelled, as a voucher in the settlement 
of his accounts. In addition to these regulations, I sm 
prompted by a desire of preserving uniformity in pecih 
niary transactions and statements, as well as by the 
greater conveniency of the method which has beta 
adopted at the 1 reasury of the Union, and at the several 
Banks, to recommend that the Legislature should pr^ 
scribe a period, after which all- accounts between the 
state and her officers shall be kept in dollars and cent» 
You will receive by the Secretary, gentlemen, a copy 
of the joint report which the Comptroller-Genertl, the 
Register-General, and the Treasurer, have made upon 
the state of the finances of the commonwealth; intro- 
duced by a recapitulation of the receipts and expendi- 
tures of the last year; and particular representations of 
the receipts and payments in the bills of credit of March 
1785, in the state money and in tlie dollar moneyi to- 
gether with a view of tne real estate of the common- 
wealth; of the situation of the fund appropriated for the 
iniprovement of roads and navigable waters; and of tbs 
operation of the sinking fund, during the same period. 
The estimate of the productive revenues for the current 
year, amounts to seventy-one thousand three hundred 
and twenty-three pounds three shilluigs and e^t 
pence; and the various demands for the pnbKc service, 
will require a sum of sixty-seven thousand thret hun- 
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tJred mndieTenty-tiro pounds. But, ^ntlemen, it will 
he prudent always to remember, that although the ar- 
reara^ of taxes on the present, as on every former 
oactsion, constitute a considerable item in the calcula- 
tion of our resources, yet, as the extent of the exonera- 
tions, which have been sanctioned by law, has not been 
completely ascertained, and as the difficulty of collection 
natmlly increases with the delay, our expectations on 
this g^nnd have been, and, probably will continue to 
be, greatly disappointed. 

The property which the state possesses in the stock 
cf the United States, will require, and merits, particular 
yttention. It appears from the report, to which I have 
jwt referred, that the subscription of the state debt to 
the finding system amounts at this time to two hundred 
«nd fifty-two thousand six hundred and ninety-seven 
jMmnds fourteen shillingfs and a penny; but the propor- 
ti«ii of the assumed debt, allotted to Pennsylvania, 
beinr two million two hundred thousand dollars, she 
win be entitled to receive an annual surplus of interest, 
«{«ial to the sum of twenty thousand nme hundred and 
eighty-lour pounds eight shillings and five pence. This, 
fcowcver, is subject to a deduction for the interest tliat 
Hie ttste has engaged to pay to the subscribers in order 
to make up the rate of six per cent, upon their respec- 
tive clmims; to an allowance for that part of the state 
itht which was assumable, and is not subscribed; and to 
a charge fbr that part which shall be deemed not to be 
within the assumption. The product of the subscrip- 
tiofi which was made immediately on behalf of the com- 
monwealth before the loan was closed, amounts in six 
percent, stock to the sum of two hundred and seventy- 
fS^t thousand and forty-nine pounds eighteen shillings 
and four pence? in the three per cent, stock to the sum 
of tve hundred and fifty-seven thousand five hundred 
and sixty-eight pounds fifteen shillings and two pence; 
and m the deferred stock to the sum of one hundred 
and thirty-nine thousand and twenty-four pounds nine- 
teen ihiltings and a penny. Btit the first article being 
illotted to discharge the proprietary claim, aflfbrds an 
wiftppropriated balance of only forty-two thousand six 
hundred and twenty-seven pounds sixteen shillings and 
#fe pence; the second article, being liable to various 
demandt» leaves a balance of four hundred and fifty-five 
tfaoiuand four hundred and thirty-six pounds nineteen 
^hillinga and two pence; and in the third article, after 
dedoe^ the recent sales to pay the interest on the 
fiinded and depreciation debt, the state is still entitled 
to tfie mm of ninety-ceven thousand nine hundred and 
My-one pounds four shillings and a penny. 

The ftind arising from the aggregate of these creditis, 
hu, gentlemen, been hitherto properly employed in 
^weharring the debts of the commonwealth : but I am de- 
nrotti that yon should now take it into serious conside- 
fatkm^ whe&er, if the public honour does not require, 
Ae pnUic mterest will permit any further diminution of 
the capital. The many other sources from which sup- 
pfiet nay be advantageously drawn for the support of 
fovemment, will leave even the interest disengaged for 
pnrpofea of public enterprise and utility: And when we 
rtme^ that a similar opportunity of accumulating wealth 
vil never probably occur; or that, when this is expend- 
ed i& the public wants and exigencies nnist be satisfied 
ttdreHeved by a direct and constant pressure of taxa- 
tion on the people, you will, I am persuaded, agree 
with me, that in future every act which trespasses upon 
the ptincipal of the stock, ought to be the result of ma- 
tore deBberation. 

Goiikmen of the House of Bepresentatives. 
The sentiment which I have just advanced, applies 
ptrticularly to your jurisdiction in matters of finance. I 
OM confident that you will make an ample provision, in 
the most eligible nnanner, to defiray the necessary ex- 
penmof the g^emment, and to preserve the honour- 
ne mtem that has been introduced for discharging our 
wbfie engagements. But while you are doin^ this, I 
Mk it my duty to anbmit to your consideration, the 



expediency of raidng a small contribution from the es- 
tates of our constituents, in aid of the general revenues 
of the commonwealth. By this measure, seasonably 
adopted, you will prevent the inconvcniency of impos- 
ing taxes upon every occasion; which must, otherwise, 
as I have observed, unavoidably take place, when our 
property in the funds of the Union shall be exhausted! 
and if such a contribution were expressly and exclusive- 
ly applied to the support of government, the expense of 
the administration of pub'.ic affairs, being always known 
and felt by the people, would excite that vigilance 
which is the best preser\*ative of a free and republican 
constiiution. 

In addition to the ordinary objects of revenue, permit 
me to remind you, that no funcl is appropriated to pay 
the promised interest, on that part of thjc funded and de- 
preciation debt, which is assumable, but not subscribed 
to the loan proposed by Congp-ess; and the faith of the 
state being pledged to redeem, in the course of the next 
year, the bills of credit, which were issued in the year 
1785, you will be pleased to consider, whether, for that 
purpose, some special step ought not to be taken at 
this session, as well as for destroying tlie sum which is 
now accumulated at the treasury. 1 shall also be under 
the necessity of requesting the aid of a supplementaiy 
appropriation, to discharge the expenses which have 
been recently incurred for the defence of the frontiers. 
As the lieutenant ofthe county of Allegheney, however, 
has not yet made his return upon the subject* 1 am una- 
ble to furnish an accurate statement of the deficiency; 
but an account of the sums, that have been disbursed^ 
will be laid before you. 

Gentlemen ofthe Senate^ and of the 
House of Bepresentaiives. 

Among the records ofthe General Assembly you will 
find a variety of papers, which point out the necessity 
of establishing a more effectual mode to enforce the col- 
lection of the arrearages of taxes; and there are diffi- 
culties in carn'ing certain assessments into effect, for 
the removal of which the assistance of the Legislature 
has already been requested. Some regulations for 
rendering the revenue, arising from the several kinds of 
licenses, more productive and more equal, seem to be 
necessary; audit may be proper to renew the provisions 
which were formerly made for disposing of the barracks 
in the borough of Lancaster, and to authorise further pro- 
ceedings with respect to the forfeited, or unsold, part 
of the barrack-ground in the neighbourhood of Phila- 
delphia. An act for the inspection of gunpowder, and 
some improvements in the institu^on of the Health Of- 
fice, will be suggested, as well by the documents which 
have formerly been transmitted, as by those which I 
shall direct to be presented to you; ancf, you will please 
to observe, that the appropriation for defying the ex- 
penses ofthe wardens of the port, extending no farther 
than October last, your interposition will ag^in be re- 
quired in behalf of the board. You will deem it proper, 
perhaps, during your present session, to prescnbe the 
manner of making the enumeration of the taxable inha- 
bitants of the state, agreeably to the fourth section ofthe 
first article ofthe Constitution; and the bill to authorise 
the sale ofthe public islands, having been publi^ied by 
order of the preceding House of Representatives, will 
now, I presume, be passed into a law. 

The limitations or several acts of Assembly will like- 
wise claim your attention, previous to an adjournment. 
The act transferring the powers of the late Supreme 
Executive Council to the Governor, and the act for in-r 
stituting the Board of Property, will expire with the 
present session. The suspension of the act for the in- 
spection of shingles, and the law to enable aliens to pur- 
chase and hold real estates within this commonwealths 
will terminate on the first day of January 1792; the 
continuance of the provbion for regelating the exporta- 
tion of pot^h, and pearl-ash, is limited to thetwentv* 
second day of February; the necessity of obtaining a li- 
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cense for the exhibition of theatrical amusements, wUl detached under Geneml Thompson into Canada. In Um 

cease on the second day of Marchj and the time allowed defeat which followed, in which General Thompson was - 

for patcjjtin^ lands, which were located before the de- made a prisoner, Colonel Wayne, thov-^h wounded dis- 

elaration of independence, will elapse on the tenth day played great gallantry and good conduct in collectiBg 

i:^wJ *^ '*™^ y^^' *"*i bringing off, the scattered and broken bodies of 

It aftords me great satisfaction, gentlemen, to be able troops, 

to close these communications, in mentioning, that, upon In the campaign of 17^6 he served under Genenl 

InKiMf ^^^ «? *^^^ commissioners appointed by law. Gates at Ticonderoga, and was highly esteemed by that 



which report states, that the subscriptions to the capital 
^ock, for opening the canal between the creeks of Qui- 
tapahilla and Tulpehoccon, exceeds five hundred 
shares, a patent of incorporation has been granted to 
tjie subscribers; and by informing you, that the union of 
the College of Philadelphia and the University of Penn- 
/pylvania has been effected, according to the provisions 
X)f the act of Assembly, From the great encouragement 
pvhich has been given to the undertaking, the most flat- 
Jering presage of success, in establishing the canal, may 
be drawn, and the institution of the associated semina- 
ries of learning, upon a foundation so enlarged and so 
enlightened, must, under your auspices, prove an ho- 
|»our to the state, aid a blessing to mankind. 

mv^w « . THOMAS JflFFLIN. 

rhtladdphia^ Ihcember 9, ir91. 

A BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH 
^r THE LATE MAJOR GENERAL KWmOVY WAYNE. 

Fashioned much to honour from his cradle. 
He was a soldier, and a ripe and good one; 
Exceeding wise, fair spoken, and persuading; 
l-ofty and sour to those that loved him not; 
But to those men that sought him sweet as summer. 
Heard ye him Ulk of Commonwealths, 
You'd say it had been all in all his study; 
XJst his discourse of war, and you would hear 
A fearful battle rendered you in music. 

Now to bis ashes honour!— Peace- be with him! 

And choirs of angels sing him to liis rest. 

Shakspkabe. 

General Anthony Wayne occupies a conspicuous sta- 
tion among the heroes and patriots of the American Re- 
f Wution. That eventful epoch was calculated to call 
into exertion the talents and vfrtues of our citizens, j^nd 
tfte page of history can offer to our view, no country in 
the maturity of its age, with which the infancy of onr 
own may not be proudly compared. Never has a war 
been conducted with such purity of intention, such in- 
tegrity of principle, as the one which separated the 
United States from the British Empire; and whUe these 
principles remain with us, while America continues 
Jrae to herself, resting on the favour of that Providence 
Which led her through the dangerous ordeal, she may 
confidently bid defiance to the arts, and to the arms of 
f he old world. 

Anthony Wayne wa.s borne in the year 1745, in Ches- 
ter County, in the State, tl^n the Colony, of Pennsylva- 
nia. Hi" fadier, who v -> a respectable farmer, was 
many years arepresentauve for the County of Chester 
m the Gen^-al Assem! i/, before the revolution. HU 
gnind.-;^hrr who was di '.:.,-., i shed for his attachment to 
me p/inc.ples of liberty, bore a captain's commission 
^er Kmg William at the b.tlle of Boyne. Anthony 
T^^^Z 'T^«;!^^^l ^'^ ^^t'»cr as a representative for the 
fi^lL ^^^^^Z'. '"}. ^^^ y^'^^ ^773; and from his first 
!?ST^M V" P/*.^^'^ ^'^^' distinguished himself as a firm 
and decided pat-ot. He opposed with much ability the 
unjust demands of the n^o^heV country, and in conne^xion 
with apmo ifentlemen of rlUtinguished talents, was of 



ofilcer for both his bravery and skill as an engineer. At 
the close of that campaign he was created a Brigadier- 
General. 

At the battle of Brandy wine he behaved with hit usual ' 
bravery, and for a long time opposed the progress of the 
enemy at Chad's Ford. In this action the inferiority of 
the Americans in numbers, discipline, and arms, gave 
them little chance of success; bat the peculiar sitoatioB 
of the public mind was supposed to require a battle to 
be risked; the ground was bravely disputed, and the ait- 
tion was not considered as decisive. The spirits of tlie 
troops were preserved by a belief that tiie Ium of tlU 
enemy had equalled their own. As it was the intention 
of the American Commander in chief to hazard another 
action on the first favourable opportunity that abould 
offer. General Wayne was detached with his divisloTit to 
harass the enemy by every means in his power. The 
British troops were encamped at Tryduffin, and Genenl 
Wayne was stationed about three miles in the r«ar ctf 
their left wing, near the Paoli tavern, and from the pi«- 
cautions he had taken, he considered himself secm«$ but 
about eleven o'clock, on the night of the irth Septem- 
ber, Major General Gray, having driven in his picket^ 
suddenly attacked him with fixed bayonets. Wayne* 
unable to withstand the superior number of his asswlaiMs. 
was obliged to retreat; but formed again at a amidl dis- 
tance, having lost one hundred and fifty killed »A 
wounded. As blame was attached, by some of the ofll« 
cers of the army, to General Wayne, for allowing himsdf 
to be surprised in this manner, he demanded a ooort 
martial, which, after examining the necessary evidence, 
declared that he had done every thing to be ezpeoted 
firom an active, brave, and vigilant officer; and aoqukled 
him with honour. 

Shortly after was fought the battle of Gcrmantown, in 
which he greatly signahzed himself by his spirited man* 
ner of leading his men into action. 

In all councils of war. General Wayne was distinguish" 
ed for supporting the most energetic and decisive mea- 
sures. In the one previous to the battle of BfonoMNitfa, 
he and General Cadwalader were the only officers de- 
cidedly in favour of attacking the British anny; The 
American officers are said to have been influenced by 
the opinions of the Europeans . The Baron de Steuben. 
and Generals Lee and De Portail, whose militaiy skill 
was in high estimation, had warmly opposed an envMe* 
ment, as too hazardous. But General Washingtoi^ mote 
opinion was in favour of an engagement* made suc^ die* 
positions as would be most likely to lead to it. In that 
action, so honourable to the American arms, Geneial 
Wayne was conspicuous in the ardor of his attack. Gt* 
neral Washington, in his letter to Congress, obiervea, 
** Were I to conclude my account of tbu day's ttmnenc- 
tions without expressing my obligations to the officeim 
of the army in genera^ I should do injustice to their 
merit, and violence to my own feelings. They teemed 
to vie with each other in manifesting their zetl aad 
bravery. The catalogue of those who di^tnguislied 
themselves is too long to admit of particularizing indi- 
viduals. I cannot, however, forbear mentioning BriM^ 
dier-General Wayne, whose good conduct and bravery, 
throughout the whole actioj^ deserves particular coai- 
ni»««4.:.i H : ^' "*'•*• 'IS uisjicu tHienis, was ox mendation." 

contest. ^ ^^nnsyiY^ni^ took m the genergl mg conceived a design of attacking the strong poet cS 

Ih 1775 he WM Annnmf.^ *« *u , ^ Stony Point, committed the chiM^ of this enterDtioe to 

/nent, which wTdiiS^^^^^^^ General Wayne. The gamson^ ^mp^^ 

erFF»si^i?isi?st,ve count;. |o the same year he )^a Lieutenant CdSiel Jphnson. Stwy Ppinl^^ 
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able beiglit, the base of wUcb^ on the one side, is washed 
hj the Hudson river, and, on the other is covered by a 
morass, over which there is but one crossing^ place. On 
tbetop of this hill was the fort; formidable batteries of 
heavy artillefy were planted on it, in front of which, 
breast-works were advanoed, and half way down, was a 
doable row of abattis. I'he batteries commanded the 
beach and the crossing place of the morass. Several 
vessels of war were also in ^e river, -whose guns com- 
manded the foot of the hill. At noon, on the 15th of 
July, General Wayne marched from Sand Beach, and 
arrived at eight o'clock in the evening within a mile and 
ahalf of the fort, where he made the necessary disposi- 
tioB for the assault After reconnottering t^ie situation 
of the enemy, at half past eleven he led his troops with 
unloaded muskets and fixed bayonets, and without firing 
a ringle gun, completely carried the fort, and made the 
ganiion, amounting to five hundred and forty-three, (the 
rest being killed) prisoners. In the attack, while at the 
head of Febiger's regiment. General Wayne received a 
wound in the head with a musket-ball, which, in the 
heat of the conflict, supposing mortal, and anxious to 
expire in the lap of gflory, he called to his aids to carry 
himforward and let him die in the fort The rcustance 
on the part of the garrison was very spirited. Out of 
the ibrlom hope of twenty men, commanded by Lietite- 
naikt Gibbon, whose business it was to remove the abat- 
tis, aerenteen were kiUed. For the brave, prudent and 
•oldierlike conduct displayed in this achievement, the 
Congreaa presented to Genend Wayne a gold medal em- 
blematic of the action.* 

In the campaign of 1781, in which Lord ComWallis, 
and a British army were obliged to surrender prisoners 
of war, he bore a conspicuous part. His presence of 
ound never fiuled him in the most critical situations. Of 
this he gave an eminent example on the James River, 
Having oeen deceived by some false infbrmation, into a 
belief that the British apiy had passed the river, leaving 
but the rear guard behmd, he hasted to attack the latter 
before it should also have effected its passage; but on 
poshing through a morass and wood, instead of the rear 
guard, he found the whole British army drawn up close 
to him. Hia situation did not admit of a moment's de- 
^emtion. Conceiving the boldest to be the safest mea- 
sure, he immediately led his small detachment not ex- 
cee<^ng- eight hundred men, to the diarge, and after a 
abort, but very smart and close firing, in ^ich he lost 
yone hundred and eighteen of his men, he succeeded in 
liringitig off the rest, under cover of the wood. Lord 
CornWurn, suspecting the attack to be a feint, in order 
to draw htm into an ambuscade, would not permit his 
IvomM to pursue. 

TIm enemy having made eonsiderable head in Georgia, 
"W^iyiie was despatched by General Washington to take 
<be>command or the forces in that State, and after some 
aMi|^iifnair engagements, succeeded in establishmg se- 
«cttnty and order. For his services in that State the Le- 
^sh to re presented him with a valuable fkrm. 

Oo^the peace, which followed shortly lUler, he retired 
to private life; but in 1789 we find him a member of the 
Pta n sy lvan ia- Convention, and of those in favour of the 
present Federal Constitution of the United States. 

.In the year 1793 he was appointed to succeed General 
%t^ Clair, who had resigned the command of the army 
engaged agiunst the Indians, on our western frontier. 

• InMe4iately after the surrender of Stony Point, Ge- 
neral Wayne transmitted to Ihe commander in chief the 
IbUowiag laconic letter;— 

** Sioney Pomi, Juh 16, ? 
2 o'doek, P. M, 1779. 5 
*'^car General >— The fort and garrison, with Colonel 
JehmoBy are oorsf our officers and men behaved like 
^lea detenmned to be f^. 

** Yours most sincerely, 

-ANTHONT WAYNE, 
**Otii#ralWM>inglon." 



He had to oppose an enemy of unceasing activity^ 
abounding in stratagems, and flushed with recent victory. 
His troops were composed of new levies, who wiUl 
difficulty could be brouglit to submit to the strictnesa 
of discipline, necessary to be preserved in order tocouiy- 
teract the arts of their wily fie. The service was con* 
sidered as extremely dangerous, and the recruiting pro^ 
ceeded very slowly. Two gallant armies had been cut 
to pieces by these'savages, who had desttoytd with fir* 
and the tomahawk, the advanced settlements of llie 
whites. On his appointment, it was supposed by many, 
that the military ardor, for which he had ever been emi» 
nently distinguished, would be very hkely to lead him 
into action under unfavourable circumstances, when op- 
posed by a foe, whose vigilance was unceasing, an^ 
whose rule it was, never to risk an action, without the 
greatest assurance of success. But the appc^ntment had 
been made by the man, who of all others was the best 
judge of the reauisite qualities of a commander. Gene- 
ral Wayne had been selected for this important situation 
by President Washington, who entertained a diatmguish- 
ed regard for him; and the result showed his opinion aa 
accurate in this, as ht all other instances of his g^oriooa 
life. Wayne formed an encampment at Pittsburgh, Ad 
such exemplary discipline was introduced among the 
new troops, that on theh» advance into the Indian coun- 
try, they appeared like veterans. He widied to come 
to a general engagement with the enemy, but awax« of 
the serious consequences that would follow a defeat, the 
movements of the army were conducted wi^ consum- 
mate prudence. Parties were constantly in advance, and 
as well to guard agidnst a surprize, whi<^ had beenfktal 
to the oflicers who had preceded him, as to hiure hia 
troops to vigilance and toil, the station of everf night 
was fortified. Provisions were difficult to proad^ tad 
a rapid advance into the enemy's co«»try, must have 
been followed by a rapid retreat He, property, con- 
coved that the seouri^ of the country and the fiivo«ra« 
hie termination of the war, depended more onmMntidn* 
ing the ground, in a slow advance, than by making a 
rapid incursion into their villages, wfakh he ndgfat be 
obhged instantiy to abandon. At this time, the Six lHh 
tions had shown a dispontion to hostilities, which Hm 
care of the President was scarcely able to prevent And 
on the south, it was with difficulty that the government 
of Georgia restrained the turbulence of its savage ne^. 
hours. In this situation, a retreat of the American troopS| 
would probably have been attended with the most fatal 
consequences to the country. 

The Indians had cc^ected in great liiimbec% and it ««• 
necessaiy not only to rout them, but to oocupy tiie co«m« 
try by a chain of posts, that should,' for the fiiture, checW 
their predatory incursions. Pursuing this regular and^ 
systematic mode of advance, the autumn of 1793 fbuMt 
General Wayne with his army at a post in the wildeni««^ 
called Greensville, about six miles in advance of Fort 
Jefl*erson, where he determined to encamp for the win- 
ter, in order to make the necessary arrangements Yor 
opening the eamp«i^ to effect early in tbt foUowinip 
spring. After fortifymg his camp, he took po^fmotk-oi 
the ground on which the Americans had been defeated 
in 1791, which he fortified also, and called the work Fort 
Recovery. This ntuation of the afroy, menacing the 
Indian villages, effectually prevented any attack on the 
white settlements. The impossibility of procuring the 
necessary supplies prevented the march of the troopa 
till the summeI^ On the eighth of August, the army 
arrived at the junction of the rivers Au Gkize and Miami 
of the Lskes, where they erected works for the protec- 
tion of the stores. About thirty miles from this place, 
the British had formed a post, m the vicinity of which 
the Indians had assembled their whole force. On the 
15th, the army again advanced down the Miami, and on 
the 18th arrived at tiie Rapids. On the following day 
they erected some works, n>r the protection of the bag- 
ga^. The ntnation of the enemy was reconaoiterea^ 
they were found potted in a thick wood, in the rear 
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of the Britiih fort. On the 20th the Tmy advanced to 
th« atttck. The Miami covered ^e rig^t flank, and on 
the left were the mounted volunteers, commanded by 
General Todd. After marching about five miles, Major 
Price, who led the advance, received so heavy a fire from 
the Indians, who were stationed behind trees, that he 
ifaA compelled to fall back. The enemy had occupied 
mVood in firont of the British fort, which from the quan- 
ti^ of fiUlen timber, could not be entered by the horse. 
ifc legion was immediately ordered to aclvance with 
trailed arms, and rouse them from their covert; the ca- 
valry under Captain Campbell, were directed to pass 
between the Indians and the river, while the volunteers, 
ied by General Scott, made a circuit to turn their flank. 
So rapid, however, was the chargpe of the legion, that 
before the rest of the army could get into action, the 
enemy were completely routed, and driven through the 
woods more than two miles, and the troops halted within 
gun-shot of the British fort All the Indians' houses and 
corn-fields were destroyed. In this decisive action, the 
whole loss of General Woyne's army, in killed and wound- 
ed* amounted only to one hundred and seven men. As 
l|0«tilities continued on the part of the Indians, their 
whole country was laid waste, and forts established, 
which effectually prevented their return. 

The success of this engagement destroyed the ene- 
miei' power; and in the following year General Wayne 
concluded a definitive treaty of peace with them. 

A VaSt of peril and glory was terminated in the month 
of December, 1796. He had shielded hia country from 
the murdenms tomahawk of the savage. He had esta- 
bliihed her boundaries. He had forced her enemies to 
«ae lor her protection. He beheld her triump^hant, rich 
in arts* imd potent in arms. What more could his pa- 
triotic spirit wish to see^ He died in a hut in the wilder- 
ness, and lies buried on the shores of Lake Erie. The 
traveller may search almost in vain for his grave. No 
BMuiaoleum points out the spot where he reposes. He 
who deserveid a monument 



. aere perennius 
Regalique situ pyramidum altius. 
Im not a bumble stone to tell his countrymen, that be- 
9ettb it lie whatever was mortal of a hkbo and a pathiot. 

[Fort Folio, 1809, 

In 1809 the remains of Gen. Wajme were taken up 
by his son Isaac Wayne, Esq. and entombed in St Da- 
vid's church, in his native county, with militaiy honours, 
Md attended by a large procession of ciUzens. Upon 
this occasion, the Rev. David Jones, who had acted as 
ehaplain to the General during the greater part of the Re- 
Tolutionary and Indian wars, delivered an appropriate dis- 
•oone. By direction of the Pennsylvania State So- 
ciety of Cincinnati, an elegant monument was erected. 
It is constructed of white marble, of the most correct 
•ymnetry and beauty. The south front exhibits the fol- 
l^ifin^ iiMcription : — 

In honour of the distinguished 

Military services of 

Major General 

ANTHONY WAYNE. 

And as ^ affecticmate tribute 

of respect to his memory. 

This stone was erected, by his 

companions in arms, 

TBK PE2IXSTLVA2riA STATS SOCIXTT 
OF THE CllfCXirif ATI, 

,. July 4th, A. b. 1809, 

Thirty fourtli anniversa^ of 
The Independence of 

TBS WITED STATES OT AMSAICA; 

An event which constitutes 
the most 



Appropriate eulogium of an American 

SOLDIER Ajrn PATRIOT. 

;The rwrih front exhibits the following inscription.— 

Major General 

ANTHONY WAYNE, 

Was bom at Waynesborough, 

in Chester county. 

State of Pennsylvania, 

A. D. 1745. 

After a life of honour and usefulness. 

He died in December, 1796, 

at a military post. 

On the shore of Lake Erie, 

Commander in chief of the army of 

THE VJtmn STATES. 

His military achievements 

are consecrated 

In the history of his country, 

and in 

The hearts of his countr3rmen. 

His remains 

Are here interred. 



BEDFORD MEDICINAL SPRINGS. 

The town of Bedford, in the neighbourhood of whieh 
these sprio|fs have their source, and irom which they 
receive their name, is situate on the great Pennsylvania 
road, leading from Philadelphia to Pittsburg, two hun- 
dred miles from the former, and one hundred from the 
latter. The site of the town is healthful and beautiful 
beyond descri ption. Built upon an eminence formed of 
limestone and silex, it is always clean. Almost •enve- 
loped with mountains, which pour their limpid streams 
into the valUes, and which are deeply shaded by forest 
trees, tlie inhabitants of this village enjoy delig^tfiil 
summers: never incommoded by heat, they are relresh- 
ed by pure and cooling breezes, which either play on 
the hill, or sport in the dale. 

West of the town, is Will's mountain, which begins 
a little north of Bedford, and runs a few decrees to the 
west of south. Its altitude is more than thirteen hun- 
dred feet* On the east is Dunning's mountain, which 
runs parallel to Will's mountain and is eleven hundred 
feet in height. These ranges of mountains are about 
one mile and a half distant firom each other at their ba- 
ses. The numerous fountains to which those ridgea 
g^ve birth, generally discharge waters remarkably puic 
and transparetit; but not so very cold as might be ex- 
pected* in so deep and narrow a valley. It is well known 
that the tar, caeteria paribua, in those regions, where the 
forests have not been disturbed, is purer than in those, 
where they have been partially tamed by the hand dT 
cultivation, an advantage which the atmosphere around 
these springs possesses; and for ages to come, it moat 
continue to be richly supplied with oxygen, or vital air* 
from the extensive forests which cover 3ie suirounding 
mountains. The summers in these regions, especially 
in the morqings and evenings, are cooler^ than they are 
either east or west on' the same latitude. A large vo- 
lume of air along the western side of Dunning's moun- 
tain, not heated by the rays of the morning sun before 
ten o'clock: a similar volume along the eastern side of 
Will's mountain, begins to cool two hours before night: 
hence, the heat is never intense— cool breezes gencndly 
prevail. The mercury in Fahrenheit's thermometer 
rarely rose, in June, 1810, above 65° at 8 o'clock* A. 
M. : July of the same year, was but a few degrees warm- 
er, and in Aupfust, the mercury did not often rise to 80^ 
before noon, in the shade. 

The mountain scenery around Bedford, though pictu- 
resque, stately, and possessing much to charm the ere 
of tbe beholder, is not remarkably grand, or magnifi- 
cent. One mile and a half soiith of the town, in a 
charming and romantic valley, are the mineral springs. 
This valley is formed by a spur of Dunning's mountaia, 
and a ridge running neariy parallel to W#s nountadi. 
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The tpiiHg^ most celebrated and improred, arises from 
the bftse c€ tiie mountain, on the south-east side of the 
Valley. It has a north-west exposure. 

In the year 1804, a mechanic of Bedford, when fish- 
ing for trout in the stream which nms near the mineral 
fountain, had his attention drawn by the beauty and sin- 
sulari^ of the waters flowing from the bank, and drank 
freely of them. They operated as a purgative and su- 
dorific. This man had been distressed for many years 
With rheumatic pains, and formidable ulcers on his legs. 
On the ensuing night he was much less disturbed with 
pains, and slept more tranquilly than usual. The un- 
expected relief obtained, induced him to drink of the 
waters daily, and bathe his legs in the running fountain. 
In a lew weeks he was perfectly cured. The happy ef- 
fect which they had on this patient, induced others la- 
bouring under this, and various chronic diseases, to visit 
these springs. On the summer of 1805, a gi'eat number 
of valetudinarians, came in carriaj^s, and encamped in 
the valley, to seek, from the munificent hand of Nature, 
their lost health. A dense copse of shnibs, had enve- 
loped the springs until about this time, and rendered it 
difficult to approach them. The inhabitants of Bedford, 
now began to make improvements. Upon digging away 
. the baiUL, it was found, that about twenty feet from the 
q>ot where the waters first issued, they poured them- 
selves through the fissure of a limestone rock. This 
limestone stratum, lies nearly parallel with the surface 
of the mountain, of which it forms a part; making with 
the horizon, an angfe of about 35®; and is covered with 
a mixture of clay and freestone gravel, about three feet 
in depth. 

About fifteen perches south of this, there is another 
mineral spring, which discharged on the 16th of last 
Ifarch, six gallons of water per minute; the sensible 
qualities of which differ but little from those of the oth- 
€% At present it rises sixty feet from the base of the 
mountain. It once rose twenty-five feet higher on the 
hill than at present. Between its original source and 
tile bottom of the hill, there is a large bank, manifestly 
of secondary formation. It would seem that from the 
first ages of the world to the present time, this bank has 
been forming by deposite from the stream. It is highly 
probable that, at some distant period, a much larger 
quantity of water escaped from the mountain at this 

Slace; that, by its own deposite, the channel was partly 
locked up; and that the waters which originally burst 
out here, found a new passage, through the fissurs of 
the limestone rock, mentioned above. There are many 
hundred tons of this deposite. Its colour is greyish, and 
it is easily pulverized. With the stronger aods, it effer- 
vesces violenUy : and there is a copious evolution of fixed 
air. Its composition, however, has not yet been per- 
fecdy ascertained. 

About forty perches north east of the principal foun 
tain, at the base of the same mountain, is a rich sulphur 
spring, which, hitherto, has been covered by the waters 
m- the creek, in the bed of which it rises. It is expect- 
ed, that this spring will be improved before the ensuing 
summer. There are also in the same valley, copious 
fountains of cool and beautiful waters, which are not 
^stfnguished by any peculiarity of mineral quality. 

The spring which has chiefly engaged the attention 
of the public* and which is more highly improved, dis- 
cfaatged on the 16th of March last, twenty gallons of 
vater per minute; the temperature of which by Fah- 
fenheit b 55^, It emits no smell when issuing fi^m the 
fountain; is perfectly transparent, and its taste is very 
soft, but agreeable to most palates. When exposed in 
a clear glass vessel, there is seen floating in it, a pellu- 
cid mineral substance, which, after standing a few days, 
is solved, so as to become inviuble. It deposites in the 
troughs, which convey it to the baths, a large quantity 
of oxydized irpn. A glass tumbler exposed to the wa- 
ter in the fountain two weeks, was found to be envelop- 
ed in a coat of oxyde of iron. The presence of iron is 
I detected by tincture of galls, with which it strikes 



a bfau:k colour. Af^r being heated to 313^ of Fahrew- 
heit, no change is produced in its colour by the tineturef 
indicating the solvent of the iron, to be sulphuric acid. 

A few grains of pure vegetable alkali, added to one 
half pint of the water, changes it to nearly the white- 
ness of milk. The white partieles which produce this 
colour, in one hour fall to the bottom; and when filtra* 
ted and dried, there remains a white powder, slightly 
caustic. Two ounces of alcohol added to the same 
quantity of the water, precipitated, in one hour, eveiT 
minei-al substance, which it contains. When this precf- 
pitate was filtrated and dried, there remained a grey 
powder, the taste of which was similar to that rf an 
ecjual mixture of phosphate of soda and magnesia.— 
Tincture of galls added to the water, after it bad bee» 
heated to the boiling point, did not, as was remarked, 
strike a black colour. Muriatic acid was now added, the 
temperature still 312^, which produced no visible change; 
but, upon adding a few grains of pure vegetable alkafi, 
a violent ebullition succeeded, — ^white fumes arose; a 
highly offensive smell was emitted, and a copious preei* 
pitate immediately fell down. The unpleasant smell rt" 
sembled that of sulphurated hydrogen. The precipt' 
tate was notanaWzed, so as to ascertain itscompentioir. 

Three pints of the water were reduced, by slow ev»> 
poration, to a half pint: and a solution of carbonate of 
ammonia, which had been prepared by the exposure of 
pure ammonia to the action of the atmosphere, was ad- 
ded to the water thus reduced, which became turbid) 
and a solution of phosphate of soda was now presented 
to it, and a copious precipitate fell down, mdicaiing 
magnesia. 

From tliese few, with some other experiments, the 
presence of a salt of iron, by sulphuric acid of sulphur^ 
perhaps of sulphurretted hydrogen, and the carbonates 
of magnesia and lime, have been detected. The sul- 
phate of iron is in small quantity— the proportion of 
carbonate of lime, very small— that of carbonate of mar* 
nesia, great Alumine is believed to be contained in 
them also. 

During the warm season of several years past, many 
hundreds of people have resorted to these springs, m 
quest of lost health, sought in vain from the skill m the 
physician. From their recent discovery, little was known 
of the extent of their influence upon disease, except 
from casual observation, and the reports of their visit- 
ants, until last season; when a regular plan was adopted 
to ascertain, with precision, how far their effects may 
be depended on. It has been found by impartial obser- 
vation, made with as much care as circumstances per- 
mitted, that they have a salutary efl^ect in destroying the 
various species of intestinal worms in children and 
adults — in removing incipient consumptions of the lungv, 
or checking a tendency to that disease — in removing 
chronic obstructions and inflammations of the viseerst 
particularlv of the liver; especially those which foXkfW 
autumnal fevers, and protracted intermittents. Indeed 
they have been effectual, in either curing or retarding, 
all cases of deranged excitement of the vissera, conse-' 

Suent on bilious fever, remittent, or intermittent! whc- 
ler in tlieir acute or chronic states. 
Dyspepsia, constipated bowels from torpid liver, inci- 
pient dropsies, calculus, diabetes, chronic nephrites, he- 
morrhoids, rheumatisms, cutaneous eruptions^ ukefs, itt 
which the system has been brought to sympathise, or 
which follow systematic disorders; partial paralysb, t&tf 
obstructions and profluvia, which too often afflict fe- 
males, are diseases, in which these waters have beeif 
found to possess the most salutary healing virtues* Good 
effects are experienced in almost all cases of debility, 
whatever their cause, which not unfrequently baflUe the 
physician, and from year to year teaze the patient. 

At first view it may appear astonishing, that this min- 
eral fountain should be possessed of powers suMcient to 
vanquish, and erect trophies over such a fonnidable 
pfhahmx of maladies. It is not indeed to be expected* 
that the waters alone can extend their influence over so 
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• wide a scope of dbease. Yet phyndain know how im- 
portant are the efTects, and how extensive the use of 
lazative^ when they combine, with their usual opera- 
tion, tonic virtuesi and from the extent of their hading 
powers, they hope ahnost ereiy thing. In the present 
case, however, much of the effect produced, is to be 
attributed to the pure, elastic air of the mountains, 
where there are no stagnant waters to emit putrid efflu- 
via—to the v^ high situation of the country, which 
checks and counteracts the morbid effects of th« sun, 
and gires us in the summer and autumnal months, a 
climate never oppressive, but always grateful to our 
•ensstions. Who is ignonmt of the happy effects re- 
sulting from mere chimge of situation, even without an 
iknproved atmorohere? How much more salutary then 
must be these effects, when the change is to an atmos- 
l^ere always co<rf and temperate—- always pnre— always 
■nimiting! The rugged passages, over which the pa- 
tknt necessarily travels, whether f]t>m the east or west, 
to arrive at th^ springs, come in for their share in ad- 
▼aadng the medicinal reputation of these waters. The 
gMd consequences of f gitation on rough roads, and of 
oie toitings on a tempestuous ocean, in such diseases as 
have been mentioned, phyaidans have long and duly ap- 
prefiated. Hence, in estimating the medicinal virtues 
of Uiete springs, we ascribe to them effects, which Uiey 
would not produce, unaided by such potent auxiliaries. 
The water, in almost all cases, operates as a laxative 
and diuretic — sometimes, as an emetic, and sudorific. — 
It uniformly strengthens the digestive organs, and shar- 
pens the appetite. When used moderately, its usual 
effe^ is to exhilarate the spirits, and aninnate the coun- 
tenafte: taken in excess it causes langour, and stupor 
of the head; and from its rapid depletion, general de- 
bility. When prescribed with judgment, its successful 
operaflen can be made to extend over the two great 
Classes of disease; those of debility, and those of strength; 
and hence another means of its extensive usefulness. 

[PmiFoUo, 1811. 



QCj* To Editon ofpapcn ikroitghout the State, 
tn the Register of July 26, we stated that it was very 
desirable to ascertain the quantity of IRON, which could 
be produced annually in this state, and requested the re- 
publication of some inquiries on that subject. As we 
have not observed, that our request has been attended 
i(H and presuming it has not been noticed, we respect- 
ftdly call the attention of Editors in the city and country to 
the subject. We deem it not merely one of curiosity, but 
of real importance, at the present period. We hope, 
therefore, that Editors will generally republish that pa- 
ragraph, and furnish us as early as posrible with a paper 
containing the desired information, relating to their 
respective neighbourhoods. 

The last Miner's Journal has furnished the following 
iafbrmation respecting the works in Schuylkill County. 

•« The iron works in Schuylkill county arc Green- 
wood Furnace and Forge; the Schuylkill, Brunswick, 
and Pinegrove Foms; besides two new forges, which 
are now oeing buut, one at Mahanoy, and the other at 
Swatara. Five hundred tons of bar iron may be made 
by these four furnaces, now in operation, annually. 
Greenwood works are owned by Messrs. John and Ben- 
jamin Pott, who carry them on extensively, and we be- 
lieve profitably. They are the only persons enpged 
in the business of these works. The ore for their fur- 
nace is obtained from the neighbourhood of Pottsg^ove 
and Reading, and is transported to the furnace on the 
canaL The price of bar iron is $100 a ton at their 
fyts^ The price of pig is $28 a ton at the furnace, of 
which twenty tons a week can be smelted. 



MEDldU. SCHOOL OF THB UIOVBBSITT. 

3fe£cai OradmateB m the Ihmemljf ef 
from 1791, (thedateof the tmimt qf the 
Vhivenity) to 1828, inekmwe. 



15 

24 
21 
31 
60 
63 
65 
65 
70 
61 
62 
44 
69 



18ir 
1818 
1819 
1820 
1821 
1822 
1823 
1824 
1825 
1826 
18ir 
1828 



n 
«r 

102 
79 
66 

n 

102 
96 
111 
114 
131 
133 



.1950 



1791 5 1804 

1792 7 1805 

1793 10 1806 

1794 8 1807 

1795 4 1808 

1796 4 1809 

1797 15 1810 

1798 12 1811 

1799 8 1812 

1800 10 1813 

1801 10 1814 

1802 22 1815 

1803 15 1816 

Total. . 

Of whom were from — 
Virginia, 632 

Pennsylvania, 473 

South Carolina, 151 
Maryland, 117 

New Jersey, 100 

North Carolina, 85 

Georgia, 77 

Delaware, 56 

Kentucky, 35 

New York, 28 

District of Columbia, 24 
Massachusetts 19 

Tennessee, 14 

West Indies, 12 

Mississippi and Lou- 
isiana, 9 

Students who attended the Medital Ledum of the Uni^ 
vemty in the wintet of 

"' 1824 424 

1825 4m 

1826 44a 

1827 441 

1828 409 



Ohio and N. W. Tem- 

tory. 
Great Britain, 
Connecticut, 
Canada, 

New Hampshire, 
Alabama, 
Rhode Island, 
Missouri, 
Vermont, 
Bfaine, 
Brabant, 
Swabia, 
Uncertain, 



9 
7 
5 
5 

4 
4 
3 
2 

1 

1 

1 

79 



Total. 



.1^50 



1816 and 1817 

1818 

1819 

1820 

1821 

1822 

1823 



436 
465 
422 
330 
325 
357 
455 



Total. 



1371 
316 
299 
279 
246 
154 



Louisiana, 

Mississippi, 

Florida, 

Europe, 

West Indies, 

Alabama, 

District of Columbia, 



154 I Unknown, 



Toial. 



.4091 

9 
3 
I 
5 
8 
19 
30 
9 

.4991 



Of whom were from — 
Pennsylvania, 1721 

Virginia, 
South Carolina, 
North Carolina, 
New Jersey, 
Georgia, 
Delaware, 
Maryland, 
N. £. New York and 

Canada, 169 

Western Country, 201 



New Presbyterian Church, — The comer stone of a new 
Presbyterian church in Vine street near Thirteenth street 
was laid on Monday last. The Rev. Mr. Dashiell of the 
Mariner's church, and the Rev. lliomas L. Janeway 
officiated on the occasion. 

Unioersity of l^ewuyhama, — ^The Kiev. Mr. De Laii* 
ce^ has been unanimously elected by the Trustees of 
this Institution^ Provost 



Printed every Saturday morning by WiUiam F. Gerf- 
des. No. 59 Locust street, Philadelphia; ^where, and att 
the Editor's residence. No. 51 Kilbert street^ subscrip- 
tions will be thankfully received. Price five dollars per 
annum — payable in six months afler (he commencement 
of publication — and annually, thereafter, by subscribers 
resident in or near the city — or where there is an agent- 
Other subscribers pay in advance . 
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Tbe firtt Frmme of Goyemment, which 'Waspablish^d 
m the hst volume, being found defective on several 
ftccounts, the second frame was establi^ed and acce^it- 
tdin tbe jear 1683, which continued until 1696. 
THE FRAME OF THE GOYERNMRNT 

Cftitt JPrmince of Penfitt/kanuif and Territories thert- 
unto aim^ced in dmerica. 

To ALL PxRSoirsy to whom these Presents may come. 
WhereoM Kinr Charles the Setond^ bv his Letters Pa- 
tents, under the great Seal of Engktnd, bearing date the 
fourth day of JtforcA, in the thirty and third year of the 
King, for divers considerations therein mentioned, hath 
been graciously pleased to give and grant unto me Wil- 
£am l^am (by the name of TVilUam Penn, Esq. Son 
and Heir of Sir WilSam Penn deceased) and to my 
heirs and asngns forever, all that Tract of Land, or Pro- 
vince, called Pens^hxmiOy in Jlmerica, with divers great 
Powers, Preheminences, Royalties, Jurisdictions, and 
Authorities^ necessary for the well being and goyevn- 
ment thereof : Jnd Whereas, the King^s dearest brother, 
ihmes Duke of York and Albany^ &c. bv hid Deeds of 
Feoffment, under his hand and seal, milv perfected, 
bearing date xYiefour and twentieth Day of August, one 
thousand six hundred eighty and two, did grant unto me, 
iny Heirs and Assigns, all- that Tract of Land lying and 
being from ttoebte miles Northward of ^ew Castie upon 
Dtkipart Rhrer, in America, to Cape Henhpen, upon the 
laid River and Bay of Detaware, Southward, together 
irith an Royalties, Franchises, Duties, Jurisdictions, Li- 
berties, and Privilegfes thereunto belonging. 

How know j^'That for the well being and good gfo- 
Temmentof the said Province, and Territories aiereunto 
ftmez^ and for the encouragement of all the Freemen 
tod Piantersj that may be therein concerned, in pursu^ 
ance of the Rights and Powers therein mentioned, 1 the 
said WiSSutm Penn have declared, griuited, and con- 
firmed, and Inr these Presents, for me, my Heirs and 
AsBgns, do declare, grants and confirm, unto all th^ 
Freemen, Planters, and Adventurers of, in, and to the 
aid Province and Territories thereof, those Liberties, 
ttanchisei, and Properties, so far as in me lieth, to be 
hddy enjojredy and Vept by the Freemen, Planters, 
fend Adventurers of and in the said Province of PensyU 
MNM and Tcmtories thereunto annexed, forever. 
Imprimis. 
TTjBt the Government of thb Province and Territo- 
ries tiiereof, shall from time to time, according to the 
Powers of the Patent, arid Deeds of Feoffment aforesaid, 
^Qiaiit of tlie Proprietary and Governor, and Freemen of 
tbe said Ptorinee and Territories thereof, in form of 
proriacial Cdunctl and Assembly, which Assembly shall 
toodst ^tkirhf-six persons, being six out of each coun- 
ts Ben dl moat note fbr their virtue, wisdom, and abi- 
lity, by vhom all laws shall be made, ofHcera chosen, 
aadpobfic i^ndrs transacted, as b hereafter linuted and 
decivtd. 

n. 

HkCfe being thru persons already chosen for every 
rapectire County of this Province and Territory there- 
in to aerre in ^e provincial Council, one of them for 
Mrec years, one for two years, and one for one year, and 
Vol. II. 17 



one of them being to go off yearly in every County, that 
on the tenth d^ of the ,/Srt^ month yearly, forever after,' 
the Freemen of the said Province and Territories theie* 
of shall meet together in the most convenient place in 
every County of this Prbvince and Territory thereof, then 
and there to chuse 1 person qualified as aforesaid in evety 
County, being one /Amf of the number to serve in pro- 
yintial Couhol, ibr throe jean, it being intended that 
one liurd of the whole provincial Council, consisting 
and to consist of eighteen Persons, falling off yearly, h 
shall be yearly supplied with such yeaiTy elections, as 
aforesaid, and that one Persoti shall not continue in Ion* 
ger than three vearsj and iti case any member shall de- 
cease before the last election during his time, that then 
at the next election ensuing his decease, anothershall be 
chosen to supply his place for the remaining time he 
was to have served, and ho longer. 
HI. 
TTiat after the Jirst seven years, every one bf the said 
third parts that goeth yearly off, shall be incapable of 
being chosen agaifi for one whole year following, that is 
all that are capable and qualified as aforesaid, may b* 
fitted for Government, and have a sfiare of the care anu 
burthen of it. 

IV. 
That the Provincial Council, in alt cases and matters 
of moment, as their aiguing upot bills to be passed 
into Laws, or Proceedings about erecting of Courts of 
Justice, sitting in Judgmejit upon Criminals impeached,' 
and choice of olficers in such manner as is herein sUtt 
expressed, not less than tu)o thirds of the whole shail 
make a quorum^ and that the consent and approbation 
of two thirds of that quorum shall be had in all such casca 
on matters of moment: And that in all cases and matten 
of lesser moment^ one third of the whole shall make a 
quorum, the majority of which shall and may always de- 
termine in such cases and causes of leaser moment. 
V. 
That the Governor and provincial Council shall bare 
the Power of preparing and proposing to ^e Asseniblr 
hereafter mentioned, all bills which t^y shall sds need* 
ful, itnd that shall at any time be past into laws within,^ 
the said Province and Territories thereof, which billa 
shall be published and affixed to the roost noted plate 
in every county^ of titis Province and Territories thereof 
twenty days before the meeting of die Assembly, in older 
to pasung them into laws. 

VT. ^ 

That the Governor and provindal Council sluul tali^ 
care, that all laws, statutes, and ordinances, which shall 
at any time be made within the said Prdtince and Ter* 
ritories^ be didy and diligently executed. 

vn. 

That the Governor and provincill Council, shaU, at 
all times, have the caie of the peace and safety of thia^ 
Province and Territories thereof; and diat nothing be 
by any pei^sdns attempftd to the subversion- of ftlt- 
Cirame of Government. 

VHL 

That the Governor and provincial CouneiF aball'; at 
all tunes, settle and order the utuatimi of all eidea and 
market towns in every county, modelling therein 
all public Buildings, Streets, and Market Pkcen a^ 
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■hall Appoint all necessary Roads, and Highways in this 
Pro? ince and Territories thereof. 
IX. 
1* hat the Governor and provincial Council shall, at 
all time^ have ppwer to inspect the management of 
the public treasury, and punish those who shall convei*t 
any part thereof to any use, than what hath been agreed 
upon by the Governor, provincial Council, and Atsem- 

X. 

That the Governor and provincial Council, shall erect 
and order all public schools, and encourage and reward 
the authors of useful sciences aud landable inventions, 
in ^e said Province, and I'erritories thereof. 
XI. 

That one third of the provinciil Council residing with 
the Governor, shall witii the Governor, from time to 
time, have the care of the management of all public af- 
fidrs, relating to the Peace, Justice, Treasury, and im- 
provement <S'the Province and Territories, and to the 
good education of youth, and sobriety of the manners of 
the inhabitants therein, as aforesaid. 

xn. 

That the Governor or his Deputy, shall always preside 
in the provincial Council, and that he shall at no time 
therein perform any public act of State whatsoever, that 
shall or may relate unto the Justice, Trade, Treasury, or 
Safety of the Province and Territories aforesaid, but by 
and with the advice and consent of the provincialCoun- 
cil thereof. 

xm. 

And to the and that all bills prepared and agreed by 
the Governor and provincial Council, as aforesaid, may 
yet have the more full concurrence of the Freemen of 
the Province and Territories thereof, it is declared, 
granted, and confirmed, that at the Time and Place in 
every County, for the choice of one person to serve in 
provincial Council, as aforeswd, the respective members 
thereof, at their said meeting, shall yearly choose out of 
themselves six persons of most note, for virtue, wisdom, 
and ability, to serve in Assembly, as their Representa- 
tives, who shall yearly meet on the tenth day of the 
third month, in the capital town or city of the said pro- 
vince, unless the Governor and provincial Council shall 
think fit to appoint another place to meet in, where 
durinfi^ eight days, the several members may confer free- 
ly wiui one another; and if any of them see meet, with a 
eommittee of the provincial Council which shall be at that 
time purposely appointed, to receive, from any of them, 
proposals for the alteration or amendment of any of the 
said proposed and promulgated bills; and on the ninth 
day from their so meeting, the said Assembly, after their 
reading of the proposed bills, by the clerk of the pro- 
vincial Council, and the occasions and motives for them 
being opened by the Governor or his Deputy, shall, up- 
on the question by him put, give theu* affirma;tion or ne 
gative, which to them seemeth best, in such manner as 
is hereafter expressed: But not less than two thirdt shall 
make a quorum in the passing of all bills into laws, and 
choice of such officers as are by them to be chosen. 
XIV. 

That the laws so prepared and proposed as aforesaid, 
that are assented to by the Assembly, shall be enrolled 
as laws of this Province, and Territories thereof, with 
this title. Sythe Governor, with the assent and appro- 
baiion of the Freemen in provincial council and Assembly 
met; and from henceforth the meetings, sessions, acts, 
and proceedings of the Governor, Provincial Council, 
and Assemb1>% shall be styled and called. The meeting, 
sessions, and proceedings, of the general Jssembfj^ of the 
Province of rensyloania, and the Territories ihereuiito 
belonging, 

XV. 

And that the Representatives of the People in pro- 
vincial Council and assembly, may in after ages bear 
some Proportion with the Increase and multiplying of 



the People, the number of such Representatives of the 
People, may be from Time to Time increased snd e»- 
larged« so as at no Time the number exceed ssm^^4wo 
for the provincial council, and two hundred for the as- 
sembly ; the appointment and Proportion of which num- 
ber, as also the laying and methodizing of the choice of 
such Representatives in future Time, most equally to 
the division of the country or number of the Inhabi- 
tapts is lefl to the Governor and provincial Councii to 
propose, and the assembly to resolve, so that the Order 
of Proportion be strictly observed, both in the choice of 
the council and the respective committees thereof, vist 
one third to go off and come in yearly. 
XVI. 
That from and after the Deatli of this present Go? er- 
nor, the provincial council shall, together with the suc- 
ceeding Governor, erect from Time to Time, iAandiog 
courts of Justice, in such Placeaand number^ aa they 
judge convenient for the good ?ovemment of the said 
Province and Territories thereof, and tliat the Provi*. 
cud council shall, on the thirteenth day of the second 
month then next ensuing, elect and present to the Go? • 
emor or his Deputy, a double number of Persons,^ to 
serve forjudges; Treasurers,and Masters of Rolls, with- 
in the iwud Province and Territories, to continue so long 
as they shall well behave themselves in those capacities 
respectively; and the Freemen of the said Provmce, ia 
an assembly met on the thirteenth day of the fAirtf month 
yearly, shall elect and then present to the Governor or 
his Deputy, a double number of Persons to serve fop 
Sheriffs, Justices of the Peace and Coroners, for the 
year next ensuing; out of which respective elections 
and Presentments, the Governor or his Deputy, shall 
nominate and commissionate the proper number for each 
ofHce, the third Day after the said respective Present- 
ments; or eke \\\t first named in such Presentment for 
each ofRce as aforesaid, shall stand and serve in that o^ 
fice, the time before respectively limited; and in case of 
Death or Default, such vacancy shall be supplied by the 
Governor and provincial coimcil in manner aforesaid- 
XVII. 
That the assembly shall continue so long aa may be 
needful, to impeach criminals fit to be there impeached, 
to pass such Bills into Laws as are proposed to them, 
which they shall think fit to pass into Laws; and till such 
time as the Governor and provincial council shall de- 
clare. That they have nothing farther to propose unto 
them for thjcir assent and approbation; and that Decla- 
ration shall be a Dismiss to the Assembly for that Time; 
which Assembly shall be notwithstanding, capable of 
assembling together, upon the Summons of the Goves- 
nor and provincial council, at any time during that yesr, 
if the Governor and provincial council shall see occasion 
for their so assembling. 

xvni. 

That all the elections of Meinbers or Representatives 
of the People to serve in provincial council and aMen- 
bly, and all questions to be determined by both or ekbcr 
of them, that relate to Choice of Officers, and all or 
any other personal matters, shall be resolved or deter* 
mined by toe Ballot; and all things relating to the pre- 
paring and passing of Bills into Laws, shall be openly 
declared and resolved by the Vote. 

XEK. 

That at all Times when the Proprietary and Govcmor 
shall happen to be an Infant, and under the age of on«i 
and twenty years, and no Guardians or Commissionem 
are appointed in Writing, by the Father of the said W 
fiint, or that such Guar£an shall be deceased, that dnh 
ring such minority, the provincial council shall, fit)tfl' 
time to time, as they shall see meet, constitute and api^ 
point Guardians, and commissioners not exceeding thri4 
one of which shall preside as Deputy and dhief Guav^ 
dian during such minority, and shall have and cxecutq 
with the consent of one of the other two, aU the PowJ 
of a Governor in aU public Affiiirs and Concerns of HH 
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mA ProTlnce and Territories thereof, according^ to char- 
ter; which said Guardian so appointed, ^all also have 
the Care and Oversight of the EsUte of the said Minor, 
aod be jcarly accountable and responsijble for the same 
to the provincial council, and the provincial council to 
I the minor, when of age, or to the next Heir, in case of 

the minor's Death, for the Trust before expressed. 
I XX. 

I That as often as any Days of the Month mentioned in 
( soy irticle of this charter, shall fall upon the First Day 
«f the Week, commonly called the /inf « /fey, the bu- 
sncn appointed for that Dav, shall be deferred until the 
\ £ezt Day, unless in cases of emergency. 
XXI. 
And for the satisfaction and encouragement of all 
ABens, I do give and grant that if any alien, who is or 
shaO be Purchaser, or who doth or shall inhabit in this 
Province or Territories thereof, shall decease at any time 
before he can well btf naturalized, his Right and Interest 
therein, shall notwithstanding descend to his Wife and 
Children, or other of his Relations, be he Testate or In- 
testate accordin|^ to the Laws of this Province and Ter- 
ritories thereof m such cases provided, in as free and 
amnle manner, to all Intents and Purposes, as if the 
said Alien had been naturalized. 
XXII. 
And that tbt Inhabitants of this Province and Terri- 
tories thereof may be accommodated with such Food 
Md Sustenance, as God in his Providence hath freely 
afforded, I do also further grant to the Inhabitants of 
this Province and Territories thereof, Liberty to fowl 
and hunt upon the lands they hold and all other Lands 
therein not enclosed; and to lish in all waters in the said 
Lands, and in. all Rivers and Rivulets in and belonging 
to this Province and Territories thereof, with Liberty to 
draw his or their Fish on Shore on any man's lands, so as 
it be not to the Detriment or annoyance of the owner 
thereof, exc^ such Lands as do lie upon inland Rivu- 
lets that are not boatable, or which are or may be here- 
after erected into manors. 

xxni. . 

^ And that all tiie Inhabitants of this Province and Ter- 
ritories thereof^ whether Purchasers or others, may have 
the last worldly Pledge of my good amd kind Intentions 
to them and theirs, I do g^ve, g^rant, and confirm to all, 
and ev ery one of them, full and quiet possession of 
tbtnr res pecti ve Lands, to which they have any lawful or 
«q«itable claim, saving only such Rents and Services 
. for the same as are or custontarily ought to be reserved 
to me, my Heirs or Assigns. 

XXIV. 
That no Act, Law, or Ordinance, whatever, shall at 
any time hereafter be made or done by the Proprietary 
and Governor of this Province and Territories thereun- 
to belongfing, his Heirs or Assigns, or by the Freemen 
in provincial council or assembly, to alter, change, or 
diminiah, the Form or Effect of this Charter, or any 
part or chaise thereof contrary to the true intent and 
meaning thereof, without the Consent of the Proprieta- 
ly and UoTemor,'ius Heirs or Asugns, and six Parts of 
aeomof the said Freemen in provincial Council and As- 
sembly met 

XXV. 
And lastly, I the said WiUiam Penn, Proprietary and 
Governor of the Province of Pennsylvania and Territo- 
ries thereunto belonging, for me, my Heirs and Assigns, 
have solemnly declaimed, granted and confirmed, and do 
Weby solemnly declare, grant and confirm, that neither 
I^nor my Heirs, nor Assigns, shall procure or do any 
tbmg or tbinn, whereby the Ldberties in this Charter 
coBtemed and expressed, shall be infringed or broken: 
and if any Thing be procured by any Person or Perftons, 
caatniy to these Premises, it shall be held of no Force 
«r £ffect. In witness whereof, 1 the said WilUam Penn, 
at Pkiladebhia in Pennayhania^ have unto Uiis present' 
fiharter of liberties, set my Hand am) broad seal, tl^is 



second day of the second month, in the year of our Lord 
one thousand six hundred eighty and tliree, being the iSm 
ofid thirtieti, year of the King, and the third year of my 
Government. WM. PBNN. 

This within Charter, which we have distinctly heard 
read, and thankfully received, shall be by us inviolably 
kept; at Philadelphia, the second Day of the second 
months one thousand six hundred eighty and three. 

The members of the Provincial Council pre&cnt. 



William Markham 
John Moll 
William Haige 
Christopher Taylor 
John Simcock 
William Clayton 
Franc'is Whitwell 



Tl^omas Holme 

William Clark 

William Biles 

James Hsurison 

John Richardson, 

Philip T. Lenman, S. Gov. 

Richard Ingelo, CI. Coun. 



The Members of the Assembly present; 



Casparus Harman 
John Darby 
Benjamin Williams 
William Guest 
Valentine HoUing^orth 
James Boyden 
Bennony Bishop 
John Beazor , 
John Harding 
Andrew Bringston 
Simon Irons 
John Wood 
John Curtis 
Daniel Brown 
William Futcher 
John Kipshaven 
Alexander Molestine 
Robert Bracy, sr. 
Thomas Bracy 
William Yardly 
John Hasting^ 
Robert Wade 



Thomas Hassald 
John Hart 
Robert Hall 
Robert Dedwell 
William Simsmore 
Samuel Darke 
Robert Lucas 
James Williams 
John Blunston 
John Songburst 
John Hill 
NichoksWaln 
Thomas Fitzwater 
John Clows 
Luke Watson 
Josep»h Phipps 
Dennis Rotchfbrd 
John BrinkUur 
Henry Bowman 
Cornelius Terfaoofe 
John South worth, CI. of 
the Synod 



Some of the inhabitants of Philadelphia present 
William Howel I Henry Lewis 

Edmund Warner | Samuel Miles. 



BRISTOL MINERAL WATERS. 

The accurate analysis of whatever is received either 
for tho purposes of pleasure or health, into the human 
system, at once enlarges the empire of Curiosity and of 
Use. To swallow hu^e doses of unknown substancet, 
without any investigation of their properties, or t modus 
operandi, is the characteristic of vulgar Credulity, gov. 
emed by impudent Empiricism. ' To detect the' latent 
qualities of the three kingdoms^ to explore the secret! 
of medicine, and« above all, to be famUiar with the ma., 
gic of chemistnr is the part of a philosophical pktient» 
and a liberal scholar. 

For more than a century, men, afflicted with physical 
or fancied sufferings, have fled from cities and crowds, 
and relinquished the use of alcohol or wine, for those 
blander bowls which the nymphs of manv a mineral 
fountain so liberally impart. Germany has her Spa« and 
England her Cheltenham; we too, even almost at our 
doors, have our Bristol Sind our Bath; and for the follow- 
ing elegant investigation, of the properties of the salu- 
brious wave, domestic science is indebted to the inge- 
nuity of Dr. James Cutbush, whose chemical abilities 
reflect the highest honour upon himself, and upon the 
city of Philadelphia, which fosters a self-taught diadpU 
of Fourcroy }md Lavobier. 

From the researches of this gentleman, and some of 
his learned predecessors, it is manifest that the mineral 
water of Bath, is of a character decidedly chalybeate; 
that it is a valiant tonic in most cases of debility; that it 
is a cheerer of the spirits, depressed either by Disease 
or Despair4 and that as a powerful alterative and deob- 
struent, it deserves the amplest trial from many a dl»> 
tressed dyspeptic, and g^loomy son of the spleen. 
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Let, tbercfore, the voUry of midi^igbt excess, let the 
pining invalid, and finally let all the lovers of nature and 
■olitude, at this enchanting season, repair to •Bath, and 
ruddy cheeks and radiant eyes will soon attest, as well 
as the philosopher, the physician, and the chemist, the 
healing power of pure water, pure air, and purest joys 
combined. J^ B. 

Experiment. 

V Lttihus paper was not sensibly altered. 

2. Turmeric paper remain unchanged. 

3. Muriate of banrtes did not produce a precipitate. 

4. Acetite of lead g^ve a white precipitate, which| 
on standing, was increased. 

5. Nitrate of silver produced a purple colour, and 
on standing, afforded a precipitate more or less colour- 
ed. 

6. Oify-sulpbate of rilv«r produced a precipitate ana- 
lagpus to expt 4. 

7. Solution of soap remained unaltered. 

8. Caustic potash ^ve a brown precipitate. 

9. Caustic ammoma produced the same effect. 
10. Carbonate of potash struck a thrown colour. 

IL Nitrate of mercury afforded the same result as ex- 
periment 4. 
^ 12. Lime prater did not produce a wtpte precipitate, 
' after staniding some time. 

13. Oxalate of potash remained unaltered. 

14. Caabonate of ammonia and phosphate of soda, ad- 
ded one after the other, gave no precipitate. 

15. Alcohol, added to an equal quantity of the water, 
produced no chaogfe. 

16. Alcohol of g^ls produced a brown colour, and, on 
atandmg, gave a black precipitate. 

ITr Prussiiite of lime produced a blue colour. 

18. Triple Prussiate of potash afforded the same re- 
sult. 

19. Succinate of ammonia produced % brown precipi- 
tate. 

30. Muriate of lime was not sensibly affected. 
81. Solution of arsenic produced a light brown ap- 
pearance. 

22. Nitric acid did not produce any visible effect. 

23. On exposing a portion of the water to heat, in an 
evaporating di^, an ochrous deposition was formed. 

24. By separating the product of expt. 23, and adding 
alcohol of galls to the filtered liquor, no change of co- 
lour ensued. 

25. Sixteen ounces of the water was evaporated to 
dryness; the residue was collected and weighed; it 
amounted to 2,25 gr. ; of which 75 was muriate of soda. 
The remainder (1,50 grv) was oxyd of iron. 

2(5. A piece of polished silver immersed in the water, 
became tamishea. This effect, however, is not appa- 
rent until after some hours. 

The temperature was ascertuned to b|C the same as 
other spring water. 

RECAPITULATION. 

The first experiment in<iicated the non-existence of 
uncombined acid. Sulphuretted hydrogen, if in suffi- 
cient quantity, and not in combination^ will also affect 
the colour of litmus. The second experiment proved, 
ttiat no alkali nor alkaline earth, if present, was in ex^ 
cess. That none of the sulphates, (salts formed with 
sulphuric acid) were held in solution, is infetred from 
expt 3. Muriatic acid, however^ was found to be pre- 
sentj from the production of muriate of lead. The nfth 
pxperiment indicatedsulphurrettei hydrogen, which ex- 
isted in the state of combination, as will be hereafter 
noticed. It may be proper to remark^ that the solu- 
tions of silver {the nitrate particularly) are precipita- 
, ted by sulphuretted hydrogen, and by hydn><sulphurets; 
but in this case, the precipitate instead of being white, 
^hich is produced wholly by muriatic acid, is more or 
less of a purple or blockish colour. The precq>itate 
in this instance is soluble in dilute nitrous acid . Extrac- 
tive matter has also this effect; but its presence ^as not 
^elected. 



The sixth experiment confirmed expt 4^, hi pi^ 
ducing an insoluble muriate of silver. 

The seventh experiment proved the non-existence of 
earthy salt; if it had occurred, a turbidness would have 
ensued, owing to a mutual decomposition of the soap 
(saponule of soda) iMid earthy salt. If a metallic salt, 
such as sulphate or muriate, had been present, a turbid- 
ness would have also taken place. Expts. 8, 9 and 10, 
showed the existence of metallic matter, which by the 
use of other re-agents was proved to be ivon. 

Experiment 11 confirmed expt 4, by prodacing a 
submuriateof mercury. Expt. 12 proved, that no ovw 
bonic acid was present; if it had occurred, a white pre- 
cipitate, soluble \iith effervescence in any of the «cid% 
would have been formed. 

Although none of the earths were detected by the 
reagents before mentioned^ yet, in order to examine the 
water for lime and magne9ia, ^e 13th and 14th experi- 
ments were institute4* Thesei however^ were unso&r 
cessful. 

Alcohol produced no precipitate, which demonstra? 
ted, ag^eably to the observations of Mr. Kirwan. and 
\^ith the other re-u^ents employed, that none <n the 
sulphates were held in solution. 

Alcohol of galls indicated tile presence of iron. In 
consequence of tl^e peculiar colour it produced, bein^ 
analagou^ to the phenomena which take place under si- 
milar circumstances, by which the solvent of the metal 
was inferred, the presence of sulphuretted hydrogen as 
the menstruum of the iron was proved to exist. 

Experiments 17 and 18 confirmed expt 16, by iwor 
ducing the prussiate of iron; the 19th expt also confum* 
ed tliis conclusion, by affording a succinate of iron. 

The 20th expt. proves the non existence of unoom^ 
bined alkali; the 21st the presence of sulphur, accord- 
ing to Westrumb; and the 22d, that the sobstsuices pre- 
sent were soluble in this acid. 

The 23d expt also proves, that the solvent of the 
iron was a volatile, and not a fixed one; for, on the ap- 
plication of heat, the menstruum was carried ofi^ and 
the iron deposited in the form of an oxyd. 

Experiment 24 also confirms this conclusion. 

The 25th expt. was instituted in order to ascertain the 
quantity of fixed ingredients which the water contained. 
Accordingly, on evaporating sixteen ounces, a residue, 
consisting of two and a quarter g^i^s was lefl; after 
separating the saline matter, the remaming one and a 
half grains was the ferruginous oxyd. 

Experiment 26th proved the presence of l^patic or 
sulphurretted hydrogen gas. 

Con^dering these experiments and inferences as con- 
clusive, as far as they have gone, it would follow, that 
this water is a chalybeate, (which has heretofore been 
proved,*) that the iron is dissolved whollyi, or in part 
by sulphurretted hydrogen, and tiiat it b accompuiied 
by an alkaline muriate, the muriate of soda« 
Bath, March 25th, 1811. 



' See the experiments and obiervations of TJfc Rush, 
and Dr. de Normandie; the former in % treatise pubfish- 
ed in 1776, and the latter in the American Philosophi- 
cal Transactions. [Fori FoRo. 

PROCEEDINGS OP COUNCILS- 

Tuudai/ Evening, Jug. 2Bth, 
At a special meetmg held this evening, the following 
communication was received from the city commisBion- 
ers. 

Gentlemen — The city commisnoners reQ>ec€i\illy in- 
form Councils, that the appropriation for New P^^in^ ^ 
exhausted—that an appropriation of $16,563, the dif&r- 
ence between the sum estimated for the paving, order- 
ed by resolution of April 24th, appropriations will be 
necessary, in addition to the expense of paTiiig> Watex 
street, firom Spruce to Vine street, and for pai^ng the 
following streets, &c. since ordered, for which no appro* 
priation has been made viz: 
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PorOmd lane. 

Thin! itrcet from Chcsnut to Walnut street. 

Union ftreet from Third to Fourtli. 

Swanwick street 

Strawberry street. 

Two twenty feet streets between Locnst and Walnut 
street, and Twelfth and Thirteenth streets-^-and one 
other running north and south from them. 

SefiefaUey. 

Higfh street through Penn Square. 

JLodg^ Aney and Hawk alley. 

For the paying of which an appropriation of $29,900 
will be wanted, including the $16,563 above mentioned. 
This sum » required on the presumption that all the 
paving ordered will be finished, of which there is firom 
present appearances, no doubt 

They also respectfully inform Councils that an appro- 
priation of $3500 will be required for unpaved streets 
No 2^ to meet the present expenditure, and to do what 
is indispensably necessary in the streets connected 
with Schuylkill Front, and to put Mulbeny and Ches- 
nut streets in order for paving next year, in compliance 
with m resolution of Councils passed April 9th 1828. 
When the estimate for unpaved streets was made, it was 
iK>t contemplated to regulate Mulberry street, Chesnut 
street, Ashton, and Schuylkill 2d north of High, and 
Schuylkill 3d south of High, which was done by order 
of Councils; the expenses df which, as fiir as completed, 
jb^ve been chaived to that appropriation. 

By order of the city commisnoners. 

ROBERT H. SMITH, CHy Clerk. 

Referred to committee of Ways and Means. 

The following communication wak received from the 
Boazd of Health. 

Eeakh (Mee, PhUadt^Ma, Aug, 2Ut, 1828. 

The Board of Health respectfully recommend to the 
/city councils, to pave Gille's Alley, for the purpose of 
correcting a nuisance therein, coi^ting of mud, putri- 
Qring animal and vegetj^le matter, &c. &c capaSle of 
juigendering disease, and endangering ^e health of its 
inhabitsuits^ and which cai^ only be remedied by paving. 
CORN'S. COMEGYS, 
President of Board of Health. 

JRf £!ggie$field Griffith Secretary. 

Referred to city commisuoners. 

Messrs. Lowber, Troth, Read, and Hale, were ap- 
pointed to prepare and peport a memorial to ^e Legis- 
mire, praying them to invest the corporation of the ci- 
ty, under proper resnilations, with power to require the 
owners of prvmerbr bounding on private alleys, to have 
the same regubitea and paved. 

Thft following letter was received. 

Kensm^m, Aug. 28M, 1828. 
Tothe ielectandeommon councils of the city of Phitodel- 
phia. 

Gentlemen— In accordance with a resohition of tiie 
Poard of Commissioners of the Kensington District of 
^ Nerthem Liberties, I have the honour herewith, to 
present you with a copy of Ae Acts incorporating the 
ittid District, ^th the ordinances, &c passed by said 
Boaid. 

} hare ttie honour to remain, respectfully, your obdt 
lerran^ 

ROBERT HODGSON, 
Clerk to commissioners of K. District 

On motion of Mr. Lowber, it was Resolved, That the 
/derk of councils be directed to present to the commis- 
^iooery of Kensington, a copy of the d^ ordmances 
IMltly bound and lettered. 

Ifr. Donaldson presented a communication from sun- 
fay citizens, ownmg property on Lodg^ Alley, running 
ftom Seventh to Ei^th street, between Chesnut and 
Itnket. They state that ^ey own 388 feet of real 
estate fronting on said alley, which real esUte b taxed 
umuallT $1430 78? and that tjiey are in favour of hav- 
ing said alley, regulated, widened, and repaired. 



Mr. Troth presented a petition from three citiscns 
owning property fronting on said alley, remonstrating 
against any alteration in the existing resrtilation. 

Phil Gaz. 



UNIVERSITY OF PJENNSYLVANIA, 

It will be seen by the following address of the Trus- 
tees of our University, that the new arrangements in 
which they have been for some time engaged, are com- 
pleted, witii the exception of one Professorship which re- 
mains yet vacant, and which we fear wiU not be earily 
supplied by an individual so agreeable to the community 
aa tiie late incumbent To the Address, which has 
been already extensively circulated, we would invittt 
the attention of our readers. We cannot but hope that 
the changes which have been made in the govern- 
ment of the Institution will be found to answer the best 
expectations of its ^ends: and that the talents and ex-^ 
ertions of the New Faculty will insure a large share of 
public confidence and patronage. The individuals upon 
whom tile Trustees have fixed their choice, are men it 
is presumed well qualified for their stations. Some of 
them have been long known as successful instructors. 

It has been a matter of regret and surprise, that an 
institution so well endowed, and in many respects pre* 
senting great advantages for the education of young 
men, should have met with so small pi share of patronage 
from the community in general: and more particularly, 
that in the midst of us, it should not have engaged in its 
support the pride and partiality of the citizens of Phi* 
ladelphia. But parents and guafdians, have preferre4 
sending their sons and wards abroad; removing them ht 
from the salutaiy restraints of parental authority, and 
exposing them to the contagion of evil example, and th# 
corruption of their morals, as so frequently happens 
to youth, where they are only subject to tiie partial su« 
pertision which their instructors can exercise oyer 
them, In the most dangerous season of their life, they 
are committed to the care of strangers. At that period of 
opening manhood, when young men are but too prone 
to forget the restraints of morality; when habits and % 
character wre fbrqnng which will in all probability b« 
intimately connected with tbeir fUture respectability and 
happiness, they are tast into the company of those of 
their own age^ whose principles are as litUe establish.ed as 
thrown. We know the opportunities which such a 
rituation presents for wickedness. We have seen its 
demcnmlizing tendency in many lamentable instances: 
the hopes of parents and firiends bhste^ and the life of 
the individual rendered useless, which under other cin 
cumstances might huve proved highly ornamental-—- 
There is it is true a diversity of sentiment on the suIh 
ject, and it may be replied, that nothii^ surely is marm 
to be dreaded to the morals of the young than the temp« 
tations of a city. We believe these are not so great and 
importunate as they are found where youth are collected 
in our country colleges,-Hmd that nothing can comp«». 
fate for tiie want of parental inspection. In addition to 
what we have said, it may be 6bserved, that the ex- 
penses attending an education at the Penniylyania Uni* 
versity are by no means so great as those at most other 
institutions, an4 timt many parents can inth more oon. 
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i to themseliret afford to educiite their children 
«ft home, than incur the additional expense of mainten- 
ance abroad. We alkali therefore rejoice to see the 
Universitj offering such facilities to parents as to induce 
them to cetain their offspring in the city, and trust that 
parents will not withhold from that institution the neces- 
taiy encouragement to enable the Trustees to perserere 
in every endeavour to elevate it to a very high rank 
among the literary institutions of our country. 

The Board of Trustees of the University of Pennsyl- 
vania having completed the arrangements for a new or- 
ganization m the Department of Arts, have now the sa- 
tisfiiction of announcing to the public, thifthe Studies of 
the Institntion will be resumed on the 15th of Septem- 
ber, upon a more extended and efficient system. This 
notice, they deem it proper to accompany with some ex- 
planation, m regard to the Professors to whose care the 
students are hereafter to be principally committed — 
the Mitare and extent of tiieir studies— and finally, the 
advantages which seem to recommend the position of 
the University as particularly favourable to the education 
of youth. 

The Faculty of Arts is now composed of the following 
Frofesiors.— 

1. Brofessor of Moral Philosophy, and Provost of the 
University— The Rev. WILLIAM H. DELANCEY. 

Assistant Professor of Moral Philosophy — The Rev. 
EDWARD RUTLEDGE. 

3d Vice Provost, and Professor of Mathematics — ^Dr. 
ROBERT ADRAIN. 

3d Professor of Languages— The Rev. Dr. SAMUEL 
B. WYLIE. 

Tlie Professorship of Natural Philosophy and Chemis- 
try, has not yet been filled; but the Board feel confident 
•f obtaining the services of some distinguished instructor 
in those branches, in time for the commencement of the 
session. 

Of these gentlemen, the two last have been long dis- 
tingoished for their talents, and success in the instruction 
of youth; and the merits of the others may be well infer- 
red, from the possession qf the learning, the moral cha- 
racter, and the other estinfkble qualities, which have re- 
commended them to the unanimous suffragpes of the 
Trustees. 

The course of education pursued in the University 
will be hereafter announced in detail by the Faculty, and 
need not now be further described, than as comprising 
the whole circle of instruction usual among similar Se- 
minaries of learning in our country. Its object is to com- 
municate a profound and critical knowledge of the clas- 
hes; an extensive acquaintance .with the different 
branches of mathematiod science, natural philosophy 
and chemistiy, combined with all the varieties of know- 
ledge, comprehended within the sphere of moral philo- 
mpny, logic, rhetoric, metaphydcs, and the evidences 
ofChristiani^. 

This course of instruction will occupy four years, 
beginning with the lowest chss, althougfb, as in other 
muvernt^ students properly qualified, will be allowed 
admission into the more advanced classes. 

The college year is divided into two terms; the first 
commencing in September and ending;* in March; the 
second beginning in Msrch and ending in July, leaving 
only bne vacation of about six weeks in midsummer. 
The price of tuition is at the rate of sixty dollars a year. 

Such are the means and opportunities provided by 
the Board of Trustees. They have the highest confi- 
dence in the eminent teachers, whom they have selected 
—and whose success will be greatly promoted by some 
collateral advantages in the position of the University, 
not so fully enjoyed elsewhere. Without intending to 
discuss the question, which will probably be always aa 
undecided question, of the comparative benefits of pri- 
irate or ptiblic instruction, and without leaning to 



weig^ the advantages and hazards of sending youth at an 
early ag^, beyond the reach of parental control, it is 
sufficient to know, that there are many families, who are 
unwilling to relinquish to strangers, the moral, as well 
as the intellectual cultivation of their children, and 
there are, periiaps, still more, to whom the expense of 
sending their sons to a distance, is very burdensome. To 
both these classes, the University of Pennsylvania, offers 
g^at attraction. It enables them to keep their children 
at home, within the influence of tho^e domestic affec- 
tions, which addressing at the same time the heart and 
the understanding of youth, are alike among the best 
means, and the great ends of education; while they have 
access to as valuable sources of instruction, as could be 
reached by' the sacrifice of these ties. From the nature 
of the relations too, which exist between the pupils and 
Professors, there is little room for insubordination, and 
still less for those acts of violence which have disturbed 
the peace of other Seminaries, while this institution has 
been entirely exempt from them. The Professor here» 
is the Tutor, the fnend, and the companion of the stu- 
dies of his pupiL The superintendance of his deport- 
ment out of the university, belongs to his parents or 
guardians. There is, therefore, no personal or detailed 
mspection, none of the sources of complaint, on the 
subject of personal comforts or restrictions — and the 
Professor, freed from all collision on these irritating 
topics, can exact, and will probably receive, a more 
willing obedience, in matters belonging exclusively to 
his instruction. If the absence of this personal super- 
intendance of the Professors, secures them a greater de- 
g^e of discipline in their studies, its place may be more 
than supplied by the domestic care of parents and g^uar- 
dians, and the restraints of well regulated society. In 
this last respect, the situation of the Universi^ is deem- 
ed singularly fortunate. 

It will not be considered as the expression of mere 
local partiality, to say, that the g^nenl tone of morals 
and manners in Philadelphia is at least equal, to that of 
cities, ofsimilar size elsewhere, — and that the cultivation 
of science and the arts — more general, perhaps, in this 
.city, than in any other ot the Unions— has <Wused 
throughout the community a taste for liberal studies, — 
and contributed to form the sober, pious, and regular 
habits, which characterize Philadelphia. These asso- 
ciations cannot ful to influence the flexible minds of 
youth, by stimulating their industry — by protecting 
their leisure fi^m the seductions of dissipation — and by 
inspiring a respect and fondness for the pure morals^ 
the literary tastes, and the intellectoal amusements 
which surround them. In such a community, jroaUu 
may be reared under ihe eye of their parents, with 
comparatively little danger of injury from bad example, 
— and even strangers may pursue their studies at but 
small risk from the contagion of those vicious habits 
usually ascribed to large cities. The same education 
moreover would not probably be obtained elsewhere on 
terms so reasonable. While the students reside with 
their fiunilies, the whole expense of instructibn is Sixty 
Dollars a year, — and students from a distance may readi- 
ly find accommodation in highly respedtable and well 
ordered fiimilies on the most moderate terms. Nor i^ 
it a slight advantage that while engagfed in the impro- 
priate studies of the University, the pupils may find am^ 
pie employment for their hours of leisure, in acquiring 
all the ornamental parts of education, with great ease 
and economy, from the best masters; and in the depart- 
ment of modem langfuages, the city affords the conve- 
nience, not merely of accomplished instructors, but of 
that scarcely less efficient, vad — personal intercourse 
with respectable inhabitants of the countries where these 
languages prevail. 

The Board of Trustees now submit their airange- 
ments to the community, with a confident belief, that 
ample means of education are provided at the Univer- 
sity; and that both the residents of the cit}-, as well as 
strangers, may safely confide their children and friend^ 
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to the care of the gentlemen who conduct the institu- 
tion. 

WM. WHITE; ' 
President of the Board of Tnittces. 
Joe. Rxu>, Secretary. 

FhUadeipMa, Jugust 30, 1828. 



INTERNAL IMPROVEMENTS. 
In 1789, **The Society for promoting the improve- 
ment of Road akd Ijiulkd NATioATio^r," was formed, 
haring- in a short time about one hundred members re- 
sding> in yarious parts of the State, whose meeting was 
to be held on every Monday evening during the session 
of the legislature, in order to suggest information, 
schemes and proposals for promoting internal trade ma- 
nufactures and population, by facilitating every possi- 
ble communication between the different parts of the 
state. In 1791, that Society in the following memorial 
presented to the legislature a comprehensive view of 
the various routes for canals and roads, with estimates of 
the expenses; which they conceived, best calculated to 
promote the great end for which the Society was estab- 
lished. It may be curious to compare their ideas, and 
vie^ and estimates with those entertained at the pre- 
sent day, so far as the same routes have been pursued. 

To the Honourable the Senate & House ofRmeaentativee 

of the Freemen of the Commonwealth of PenueybxanOf 

in General ^sembly met: 
The memorial of "The Society for promoting the im- 
provement of roads and inland navigation," 
BespedfuUy Sheweth, 

That your memorialists, residing in various parts of 
this state, with a view to contribute their best endeavors 
to promote the internal trade, manufactures and popu- 
lation of their country, by fiicilitating eveiy possible 
communication between the different parts of the state, 
have lately formed themselves into a society, by the 
name above mentioned. And knowing that the legis- 
lature, with the laudable intention of advancing the best 
interests of thb commonwealth, and availing themselves 
of the extensive information, which they have obtained 
of the geography and situation of the country, have now 
under their consideration the important subject of roads 
and inland navigation; we, therefore, beg leave, with 
an possible deference, to suggest some important con- 
siderations which have occiured to us in our enquiries 
into this subject. 

Pennsylvania, from her situation, and extent of terri- 
toiy, is a respectable commonwealth in the Union. Her 
soil is fertile, her products various, and her rivers, by 
the bountiful Author of Nature, have been made to flow 
in every direction, as if on purpose to bear from all 
parts the wealth and produce of the land, in an easy, 
cheap and expeditious manner, to her principal mart 
and port in the city of Philadelphia. To combine the 
interests of all the parts of the state, and to cement them 
in a perpetual commercial and political union, by the 
improvement of those natural advantages, b one of the 
greatest works which can be submitted to legislative 
wisdom; and the present moment is particularly auspi- 
cious for the undertaking, and if neglected, the loss 
may never be retrieved. 

When once our trade hath forced its way, even thro* 
a less advantageous channel, it is difficult to alter its 
course; and a little expense, judiciously and seasonably 
applied, may retain a stream m its channel, which with 
immense sums cannot be restored, if once Averted from 
it. Large emigrations fponi Europe are now directing 
tbeir course to this country, and will be encouraged by 
every improvement we make, by means of roads and 
water communications with the distant parti of the state. 



Tlie constant influx of settlers from the eastern atatea 
is also a considerable object. Beinr stopped, for the 
present, by the Indian disturbances &om swarming into 
the western territory, many of them may be encouraged 
to make a halt or settlement in this state, if they find 
good roads and communications in the diflferent parta . 
thereof. 

It may be proper, therefore, before we proceed fip- 
ther, to subjoin a general statement of the various com- 
munications and improvements of which Pennsylvania 
b capable in this way; so far as relates to navigation. 

DELAWARE NAVIGATION 

From the tide water at Trenton faib to lakt Oteego, the 
head of the north eoH bran A of Susquehanna. 

No. L MUea. Ck. 

From Trenton fidls to the mouth of Lflugh at 

Easton, ...-!> - 50 US 

To Lechewacksin branch of Delaware, 94 12 

Thence to Stockport on Delaware, a little be- 
low the junction of the Mohock and Popach- 
ton branches, 66 84 

Portage flx>m Stockport to Harmony, at the 
Great Bend, 20 00 

Thence up the north east branch of Susque- 
hanna to Otsego lake, _ - - 70 00 

300 51 
No. IL 
From the tide vmier on Delaware to Otwego on Lake Onr- 

tario. 
To Harmony, at the Great Bend of Susque- 
hanna, as above, .... 350 St 
Down Susquehanna to the mouth of Tioga, 6S 00 
Up Tioga to Newtown, - - - - 18 00 
Portage to Conedessago lake, which may be 
turned wholly into lock navigation hy New- 
town creek, 18 00 

Down Connedessago lake, - - - 36 00 

Down Seneca or Ouandago river to Oswego, 86 00 

453 51 

Eetimatt of the eocpenseof opening this navigation ^ from 
Trenton faltt to Stockport, near the state Une^ 

From Trenton falls to the mouth of 

Lehigh, . - - . . £1005 

From Lehigh or Easton, to Stock- 
port, .... 1243 

Portage from Stockport to Harmony 
at £20 per mile, - - 400 



£3648 



SUSQUEHANNA NAVIGATION, 

Jh connected unth SchuylMUon the east^ and Ohio and the 

great lakes on the weit, 

No.L 

iProm FhUade^hiaj or the tide tvaters of Schuylkitt^ la 

Pittsburg on the Ohio* 

Up Schuylkill to the mouth of the Tulpehock- 

cn, 61 00^ 

Thence up Tulpehocken to the end of the 

proposed canal, - • - ' - - 37 09 

Length of the canal, • • - w 4 15 

Down QuitipahiUa to Swatara^ . - 15 20 

Down Swatara to Susquehanna, - • 33 00 

Up Susquehanna to Juniata, - • 33 38 

Up Juniata to Huntingdon, • - - 86 12 
From Huntingdon, on Juniata, to the mouth of 

Poplar run, 43 00 

Portage to the Canoe Place on Conemaugh, 18 00 
Down Conemaugh to Old Town at the mouth 

of Stoney Creek, 18 00 
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, , Miles. C/L 
Down Conemangli and Kiskeminctas to Alle- 
gheny river, 69 00 

Down Allegheny river to Pittsburg on the Ohio, 29 00 

f» •. .^ ^ > 426 04 

EmniaU of the expense of ekaring this ndifigaiion from 

Philadelphia to Pittslnirg: 
Scbdylldll from the tide water to 
Beading, by David Riitenhoilse 
and bthers, ... £1147 00 
By Benjamin Rittcnhonse and John 

Adlum, . , X519 13 

Cleanng the Tulpehoeken, by do 1419 ^ 
The canal from Tulpehocken to 
Ctultipahilla, 20 feet wide and 
7 feet on an average,* 
The QuitipahDla and Swatara^ 18900 00 
Suaquehannaflttt Swatara to Juni- 
ata^ - ^ . - 300 00 
Tlie JuniaU tp l^rank't Town, 2320 00' 
Canal or lock navigation to Poplar 
run (if found necessary, which 
probabW will not be the case,) 7000 00 
Portage of 18 miles to Connemaugh 

at J:20 per mile„ - - 360 00 
Conemaugh and ICislceminetas to 

Allegheny, . . . 7150 00 
Total expense from Philadelphia to 
Fittsburg, being four hundred 
and twenty-aix miles. 

From Phiktddphiato PreBoue hk mi Lake Eries hyVit 

Juniata and I&skemineiai,' ^e. 
To \i^^ mouth of Kiskenunetas, by the same 

j<mt»: as above, 397 04 

tap 4^ A Jlegrh^ny to French creek, - 83 43 

tJp ypcoch creek to Le Bauf, - .- 65 40 

•Portage from Le Bauf to Presque Isle, 15 40 

561 47 

N. B. The sum 0/ /.500 for French creek, and /.400 

^or the portage, is all the additional expense in the na- 

Vtfsitloii from Kiskeminctas to Presque Isle, or the lakes. 

No. III. 

From PhUaie^thia io Presque lek, by the west branch of 

SusqudumnOt Sinnemahaning md Conewango. 

140 44 



From Philadelpliia to Swatara, as above, 

tip Susquehanna to the west branch, at Sun- 

, bury, 

Up the west branch to the mouth of Sinnema- 

honing, 

yp Sinnemahoning to the Forks, 

Up the norUi branch of Sinnemiiioning, 

By the portage to the head of Allegheny river, 

D^wn Allegheny river (partly through N .York 

state) to the mouth ot Conewango, 
Up Conewango to New York line 11 miles — 

thence up the same through the state of N. 

York 17 miles to Chatuaghque lake, 
Across Chatuaghque lake to its head, ' • 

Portage to Lake Erie at the mouth of Chatua- 
. ghque creek, ... 

Afinig Lake Erie to Presque Isle^ 



65 00 

106 00 
15 20 
19 40 
23 00 

76 00 



28 OQ 
17 00 

9 20 
25 00 



524 44 
No. IV. 
From Philade^fMa io Presque Iste^ by the west branch of 

Susquehanna^ iSihnemahomng and Toby's creek. 
From Philadelphia to the forks of Sinnemaho- 
ning, as before, ... 326 64 
Up 6m west branch of Sinnemahoning, - 24 00 

* N. B. The Society have left a blank for the esti- 
HMte of the canal, as they mean to enquire further whe- 
ther it cannot be done cheaper upon a plan of lock na- 
vig«tioil. 



Mks. Ch4 
14 0(7 
10 00 



Portage to Uttle Toby's creek, 

Down Little Toby's creek to the roam branch, 

Down the main branch of Toby's creek to the 

Allegheny, - . - - 70 Oa 

Up the Allegheny to French creek, - - 35 00 
Up French creek and the Portage to Prtsque Isie, 81 00^ 

560 64 
No. V. 
fhm the tide waters of Susquehanna id Pilisburg. 
From Thomas's near Susquehanna ferry, to the 

mouth of Swatara, . . - 54 00 

From the mouth of Swatara^ m abo^e, to Pitts- 
buiig, . - . - . 285 40 

339 40 
No. VI. 
From tidewaters of Potomac, at QeorgeMm, to Piito^ 

bufgL, 
From Georgetown to Williams port, at the 

mouth of Conecocheague • - * 98 1^ 

From Williamsport to Fort Cumberiand 93 eCi 

From Fort Cumberiand to the mouth of Savage 

river 30 44 

Portagpe from mouth of Savage river on Poto- 
, mac, to Dunkerbottom, on Cheat river 37 20 

DoWn Cheat river to Monongahela - > ^00 
From thence to Pittsburgh • - . 102 00 



No. vn. 

From Connedessago Lake to New York, 
From Geneva at the outlet of the^ Connedessa- 
go Lake, by Seneca river to the three Hi. 
vers - - " • 

To the Oneida LiJce . - . - - 
Up the Oneida Lake £0 ll^ood creek - 
By Wood creek, very crooked, 25 miles but 

supposed longer - - . - - 
Portage to the Mohawk river * - , 
To the Rapid, or Falb of the Mohawk River 

Portage 

Down the Mohawk river to Shenectady 

Portage to Albany 

By Hudson's river to New York - - - 



386 3;^ 



62 00 


28 00 


18 00 


30 00 


1 oa 


60 00 


1 00 


65 00 


15 00 


165 Orf 



435 00 

No. vin. 
From tJte middle of the Genesee Country to Neu) Y(trk. 
Down Genesee river to Lake Ontario - - 30 Op 
Alon^ Lake Ontario to Oswego - - . 60 00 
From Oswego to the Three Rivers - - 24 00 
From thence to New York aa above • - 27Z 00 

487 00 
No. IX. 
From the Canadas^' Lake by the Portage Tioga and 

Susquehmna, 
To the mouth of the Swatara - • - 260 00 
Thence to Philadelphia, as above - - 141 00' 

401 00 
No.X: 
From Canadasegn by Tioga and Suoquehanna, 
To the Great Bend - . a « . 101 OO' 
The portage to Stockport and down Delaware 

t6 tide water ....*. 330 51 
To Philadelphia . - - * . 34 00 

365 51 

On tiie inspection of the map which accompanies this' 

memorial, compared with the foregoing statemeiit of di^' 

tances and water communications, as thev mi^ be im- 

proT^ to connect the vrestem praters of the Sus^o^ 
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hftima, the Oluo, Mid the great lakes, with the port of 
Phihulelphia, an almost unbounded prospect of future 
wealth and importance opens to the citizens of this 
tommonwealth. That tiiis subject may be better com' 
prehended in detail, give us leave to consider it under 
two great heads: — 

Ytnt, the Delaware Niwi^ion, as stated in No. 1 and 
No. ^ by which the countries on the waters of the N. E. 
branch tir the Susquehanna up to its head at lake Otsego, 
and all the countries lyingfrom the mouth of Tioga to lake 
Ontario, may be connected with the city of Philadel- 
phia; having only 20 miles portage from Stockport on 
Delaware to Harmony, at the great bend of Susque- 
hanna, in the wh6te distance of 300^ miles from the tide 
water of Delaware to Lake Otsego, and only 18 miles 
more in the much larger distance of 453i miles from the 
same tide waters to Oswego on Lake Ontario. The 
expense of this whole navigation, by the estimate annex-* 
ed, b only 
For the river Delaware - - - £2248 
The portage of 20 miles • - - 400 

And the 'noga waters and portage about 
But as the Tioga waters, and the communications from 
thence to Lake Ontario lie within the state of N. York^ 
and it is probable that they will not be improved by that 
state, unless it can be done with a view to draw the 
trade of that countiy, hy the Oneida Lake, Wood 
creek, &c. into Hudson's nver^ and even when that shall 
happen, by a happy rivalship between the cities of Phi- 
ladelphia and New York, to draw the trade of those vast 
countries to their respective ports; a great part of it will 
come with more ease to the former than^to the latter j and 
while the waters are left in their present unimproved 
.state, erery advanta^ is on the side of Pennsylvania, by 
means of the navigation down the Tioga, and then either 
down the Susquenanna to the mouth of the Swatam, 
imd thence to Philadelphia by the waters of Swatara, 
^uitapahills, Tulpehocken, and Schuylkill { or from 
the mouth of the Tion up the Susquehanna to Great 
fiend, and thence by the portage to Stockport, and by 
ih6 Delaware to Philadelphia. Taking Conedessagfo 
Lake, as a central place of embarkation for the settlers 
in the Genessee Country, the distance to the city of New 
York, (see No. VU.) will be 435 miles, whereof 17 
miles are land carriage; and the distance to Philadelphia 
by the llelaware, (see No. II.) will be 331 miles; or by 
Swatltfa and Schuylkill (See No. IX.) will be 401 miles 



if the middle of the Genesee settlement, on the 
Genessee river^ be taken ks the place of bennnins^ 
the distance to New York will be 487 miles, whereoT* 
17 mQes ire ls*id carriage, (see No. VIII.) and the dis- 
tance to Phibuielpbia365i miles, (see No.. X.) whereof 
38 mika are land carriage. 

There is another route to Philadelphia from the Ge- 
nesee Country by the Conasteo branch of Tioga, a fine 
boctahle stream, with only six miles portage, viz. 

Mkt. 
From the middle of the Genesee settlement up 

the river to the portage - * - - 30 
The portage to the Conasteo - - - - 6 
Down the Conasteo to the painted post, at its 

junction with the mtati branch of Tioga - 36 
Down Tioga to Newton 18 

90 
Thence to tie mouth of Tioga, and either dowtt Stts- 
qUehanitt to Swatara^ &c. or up Susquehanna to the 
Grett Bend— the distances Ss above, to Pbiladelphis^ 

Connected with the Delaware navigation, we hep 
leave filrd&er to luid, that above Stockport, the Hohawk 

• In this route to New York^ there are the same port- 
^^et, y'iz, 17 mites, as in the other from Cbhedeswigar 
Luce, suppo^ng Genesee river could be made naviga- 
bki but it 1$ doubtful whether it can be made usefulin 
lunrilfation, having many fiOlsi And one of them about 60 

Vol. IL 18 



and Popaughton branches, are each navigable fbrhoati^ 
of fifteen tons, for more than 50 miles above their June* 
tion» and considerably higher still for rafts. 

The Lehigh and Lackawaxen likewise cfier them 
selves as very important branches of this navigation, |y« 
ing in the interior parts of the state; but nothing need* 
be added to the report of the commissioners, on tto 
head. We proceed, therefore, to the second ^eat and 
most important head, viz. 

Second. The Susquehanna navigation, as it mayl>« 
connected with the Schuylkill waters on the one harfd^ 
and the Ohio waters and the great lakes on the other. 
Here is a navigation which we may properly call our 
own, passing through the most inhabited and central 
parts of the state; in which we can have no rivals, if dul^ 
unproved, and opening such numerous sources and 
channels of inland trade, all leading to the port of PhOa- 
delphia, as perhaps no other nation or seaport on the 
whole ^lobe can boast of. 

For, m the first place/ if \^e turri otn* vie^ io (he im- 
mense territories connected with the Ohio and Mississip** 
pi waters^ it will appear from the tables of distances^ 
that our communication with those vast countries^ 
(considering Fort Pitt as the port of entrance upon 
them) is as easy and may be rendered as cheap, as to 
any other port on the Atlantic tide waters The distance 
from Philadelphia to the Allegheny at the mouth of' 
Kiskeminetas, is nearly the same, as from the mouth of 
Bf onong^ela to Georgetown on the Potomac, and suppos- 
ing the computed distances from Pittsburg to the Dun* 
kard Bottom, to be just, and the navigation of Cheat 
river on the one hand, and the PotomSc at fbe mddtb 
of Savage river on the other, to be at all seasons of the 
year, equal to the navigation of the Kiskeminetas. Co* 
nemaugh, and Juniata; yet as the portage from Dtfff' 
kard Bottom to the Potomac at the motlth of the Savage 
river is 37i miles, and the portage fi*om Conemaugh to 
Juniata is 18 miles (may be considerably shortened by 
locks) there can be no doubt but thit the transportationf 
of all kinds of goods and merchandia^e from Philadelplu* 
to Pittsburg, may be at a much cheaper rate than from 
any other seaport on the Atlantic waters* 

This is not mentioned with a view to disparage the h^ 
temd; navigation of our sister stites, more espedillj 
Maryland and Virginia. We admire their noble exer^ 
tiona to improve the natural advantages of their coun^^ 
and desire to imitate and to emulate them.^ Every im-f 
provement, and every new communication withf the ^e«t' 
em territories, promoted by any of the United States^ 
by which the trade of the lakes, the Ohio and the Ifis^ 
sissippi waters, can be drawn to our sea ports, ii a be** 
itefit to the whole union. By no other methods than by 
opening easy communications, both by good roadi, and 
safe water carriage, can the settlers in tnese tist wett> 
em countries be made useful to the Atlantic states,- and 
comfortable in their owl) situation. Nor can we expect 
by any other means than by inviting their trade, and 
making it their interest to be connetted wit^ ds, that wcf 
can long secure such eonnexiofi. ^ 

fiut jJthough a considerable p4rt of the settleraron thiT 
Ohio waters may be acommodated by the Potomad na- 
vigation, and the state of Pennsylvania ma^ only Imve # 
share irt the trade of these waters; yet there feihlan« to 
us the immense trade of the Lakes, taking Presque llle/ 
which is within our own state, as the great mart or place 
of embarkation. Here there can be no competition, in 
respect to the distances or the ease of water carriage* 
between the port of Philadelphia and any other ]^rt oir 
the Atlantic tide waters, whichsoever of the three conK 
raunicati6ns between Prfesque Isle and Philadelphia, w«f 
may choose to pursue. 

Of those three communications^ it it of iroportasCif 
to choose the best in the first instance, and not to ne- 
glect the improveipent of it; nOr to entertttn doubt*' 
and delays, till the opportutiity of receiving benefit fWj« 
it be entirely lost, and the trade of tl^ose VMt couMfi«V 
drawn into other charmek. 
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We shftll speak first of the communication with 
Presque Isle, by the Chadaghque lake, the Conewango 
river, part of Allegheny, the Sinnemahoning, Susque- 
hanna, Swatara and Schuylkill (No. in.) which ap- 
pears to be the shortest, being about five hundred and 
twenty-four miles and an half The navigation of the 
Conewango and north branch of Sinnemahoning, ac- 
cording to the report of the coromisiionefft, may be 
made very good, and is, on that account, as well as the 
•hortness of the distance, preferable to that by iht w»y 
of Toby's creek and the west branch of Sinnemahon- 
ing. But a considerable part of this communiefttion 
liei through the state of New York, it^u. yet unsettled 
country; and although it leads, in the most direct way 
to Presque Isle and the great lakes, it cannot be of any 
great use in the main communication with the Ohio and 
MiisiBsippi by the way of Pittsburg, which ft the great 
object of present consideration. 

The second route from Philadelphia to Presque Isle, 
by the west branch of Susquehanna, as connected with 
Swatara and Schuylkill, and by the Sinnemahoning and 
Toby's creek, being five hundred ami sixty miles and a 
quarter (see No. IV.) passes indeed wholly through 
our own state; but besides what has been already men- 
tioned concerning the waters of Toby's creek, compa- 
red with the Conewango and Chadaghque lake, this na- 
vigation could be of no farther use than the former, in 
respect to the main communication with Pittsburg, as 
the mouth of Toby's cr«ek lies fifly miles higher on the 
Allegheny than the mouth of Kiskeminetas; and even 
with respect to Presque Isle, the navif^tion from Phila- 
delphia, by the way of Juniata and Kiskeminetas, is as 
short as by the wa^ of Toby's creek, the latter being 
five hundred and sixty miles and three quarters, as men- 
tioned above, and the former five hundred and sixty-one 
miles and an half. 

Third, This third communication, then, is that which 
embraces all present interests. It connects Philadelphia 
with Pittsburgh and all the Ohio waters, by the Schuyl- 
kill) the Swatara and Juniata branches of Susquehanna, 
Mid the Kiskeminetas branch of Allegheny, with the 
distance of five hundred and sixty-one miles and an half 
(No. U.) and also Philadelphia and Presque Isle, using 
the same waters, as above, to the mouth of Kiskemine- 
tas, and then by the easy waters of Allegheny and 
French creek. In this whole communication to Pitts- 
burg, there are only eighteen miles portage between th* 
Jomata and Coneroaugh (which may be considerably 
reduced as is said before) and only the addition of fif- 
teen miles and an half more at the portage fh>m Le Boeuf 
to Presque Isle, which portage is, likewise, included in 
both the other communications. In this statement of 
|>ortages, it is supposed that the canal or lock naviga- 
tion between the heads of Tulpehocken and Quitipa- 
hilla, is to be completed; but if that work should be 
thought too great to begin with, it will be only the ad- 
dition of four miles porUge, by an excellent and level 
road. 

The navigation^ by this route, we bey leave to re- 
commend to the legislature, as one of the first and 
greatest works which they can undertake for the honor 
and advantage of their country. It is a work within 
their reach— a work in which not only the citizens of 
this state, but of the Uiuted States in general, are deep- 
ly interested. The expense, even including the canal, 
has been estimated, and doth not exceed the sum which 
would be requisite to complete a good road of fifty or 
six^ miles in some of the mterior parts of the state, and 
which, after all, would only be of partial benefit, con 
tributing but little to unite the remote parts of the same, 
in one easy central chain of communication, with the 
capital. 

'the improvement of roads is, however, one great 
part of the design of our association, and we mean to 
make U our endeavour to bring forward and to encou- 
ragiuseful plans for this purpose . Some roads, as con- 
otctcd with the plan of inland navigation, require the 



immediate attention of the legislature. Among^ ihtm 
are the different portages mentioned i^ the respecdre 
water communications stated above; and, particularly^ 
that between Stockport on Delaware, and Harmony, at 
the Great Bend of Susquehanna, and between the mouth 
of the Poplar Run on Juniata and the Canoe Place on 
Conemaugh. Anodier most important road, as connect- 
ed with the navigation scheme, will be from the highest 
beatable waters of Tohiogeny, near the Turice^ Foot, 
to the junction of the Kay's town branch of Juniata and 
Dunning's creek near Bedford; or even to the mouth of 
Poplar run on the Frankstown branch. By this road, alt 
the inhabitants of the upper parts of Washington and 
Fayette counties, and part of Bedford county, woujd 
have access to the great water communication by the 
Juniata, or to the great state road from Bedford to Phi- 
ladelpliia; avoidingthe mountainous and circuitous course 
they are now obliged to pursue; and a great part of their 
trade, which would otherwise go to Potomac, would be 
thereby secured to Pennsylvania. 

In this view, also, the state road, through Lancaster, 
Carlisle and Bedford to Pittsburg, is an object of pri- 
maiy consideration, and may be undertaken without de- 
lay or injury to the plan of western navigation. This 
commonwealth, we are happy to believe, is now, in its 
resources, equal to the accomplishment of all necessaiy 
improvement, both of roads and naiagation. 

We would beg leave, before we conclude, to point 
out some other roads as worthy of attention, viz: 

I. The road through Reading and Sunbury, and thenee 
to be continued by the best and most practicable route 
to Presque Isle, or the lands on French creek* 

n. The road through Bethlehem to the northern 
boundary of the state, at some point between Delaware 
and the Great Bend of Susquehanna. 

ni. A road leading from Hudson's river, in the state 
of New York, to be continued from Stockport on Dela- 
ware, across towards the west branch of Susquehanna, 
between Munscy and the Great Island, and to join the 
road, mentioned above, as leading to French creek and 
Presque Isle. 

But, in every view, we humbly conceive, that the lay- 
ing out and improving those roads ought not to inter- 
fere with, or delay the improvement of our inland navi- 
gation. The ease and cheapness of water carriage, com- 
pared with every other, furnish sufficient arguments^ on 
this subject, if there were none else. 

The annexed comparative view, of the expenS^ of 
both, is submitted to the consideration of the legisla- 
ture, as a conclusion to this memorial. 

Signed on behalf ^ and by order of the Society^ 

ROBERT MORRIS, Pzesdent. 

Feb. rth, 1791. 

JRemarks and Cakuhtions resnedwg the Commumcaiian$ 
between SehuyOdUimd Susquehanna* 

In the present year 1790, by the best estimates that 
can be obtained, the quantity of one hundred and fif^ 
thousand bushels of gnin has been brought down the 
Susquehanna, and passed through AfiddJetown, on its 
way to Philadelphia market Juniata has affoided a v^ 
considerable part of this quantitv; and here it must be . 
observed, that the lands on this nver are but in an Inlknt 
state of cultivation, and suppose them to be ever so well 
improved, the proportion they bear to the lands on the 
other branches of the Susquehanna is not more than 
one-fifth part. 

In the year 1788, large quantities of wheat and flour 
were carried up the river for the use of the settlers in 
Northumberland county: since last March, about thirty 
thousand bushels of wheat returned down the stream to 
market from said county. It may also be rtasonably ei- 

{>ected, that should an easy inland cqmmunication be ef- 
ected between the Susquehanna and the Schuylkill'*, 
the whole produce of Cumberland, and parj of York 
county, would cross the Su8<|uehanna to the Philadel- 
phia market. From these pnnciples it is evident, that 
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there wiQ be an annual increase of the country produce 
that will descend the Susquehanna, although, fh>m so 
•hort an experience, certainty in our estimates cannot be 
«[pected', out, m order to reduce the subject more to 
view, let the annual increase be put at one eig^hth, which 
I expect will be allowed, on all hands, to be g^uarded by 
moderation and justified by strong^ probability. « 

I said one hundred and fifty thousand bushels of (p«in 
are allowed to have passed to Uiddletown in the present 
year, which, augmented by an annual increase of one- 
eighth, will, in 1793, amount to two hundred and six 
thousand two hundred and fifty bushels, which, at two 
shillings and six pence per bushel, (the carriage, on the 
present principles, to the Philadelphia market? amounts 
to twen^ five thousand seven hundred and eighty one 
pounds, fire shillings; then, by adding one eighth, the 
ajimial increase, it will stand dius. — 

£25,y81 5 for the year 1793 

28,125 1794 

30,468 15 1795 

32,812 10 1796 

35,156 5 1797 

57,500 1798 

39,843 15 1799 

42,187 10 1800 

£271,875 Whole amount of carriage. 
— — — [to market 

The above mentioned quantity of grain is. equal to 
five thousand five hundred and twenty four tons and a 
half; and suppose one third of the weight is carried 
back» in salt, liquors and other merchandize, at five 
shillings per hundred or five pounds per ton, there will 
be one thousand eight hundred and forty -two tons, with 
am annual increase of one hundred and sixty-seven tons. 
It win then stand thus : — 

£9,210 for the year 1793 

10,045 1794 

10,880 1795 

11,715 1796 

12,550 1797 

13,385 1798 

14,220 1799 * 

15,055 1800 ^. 

£97,060 Whole amount of back car- 
[riage in eight years. 

The whole amount of carriage to and from Middle 
town in eight years: — 

To Philadelphia, £271,875 
To Middletown, 97,060 

£368,935 

Suppose the quantities before mentioned to be ear- 
ned bv water, the wheat at one shilling and sixpence per 
boiheJ, and tiie back loads at three shillings oer hun- 
dred or three pounds per ton, it will then stana thus: 

lo this Market, Fromthi$ Marhi^ 

£15,468 15 for 1793 £5,436 

16,875 1794 5,927 

18,381 5 1795 6^438 

19,687 10 1796 6,929 

21,093 15 1797 7,430 

2S;500 1798 7,931 

33,906 5 1799 8,432 

35,312 10 1800 8,9>33 

£163,135 £57,436 

57,436 

£220,561 Whole amount of carriage by water. 



Carriage by land in eight years, £368,935 
do bywkter,, - - 220,561 

Balance, £148,374 
A number of observations naturally present them- 
selves as consequences of this water communication: 
First, The difference between the carriage by land and 
that by water, during the aforesaid period, is one hun- 
dred and forty eip^t thousand three hundred and seventy 
four pounds, which will be a clear gain to the country, 
and the stock now vested in horses, wagons, &c. could 
be employed to other useful purposes; the so general 
use of horses might be abated and oxen used in their 
stead by the farmers, whose principal reason for giving 
so decided a preference to horses is their being suppo- 
sed better for draught on the roads: more g^eneral us* 
of oxen would not only be attended with immediate 
profit to the husbandman, but w6uld tend to increase 
the article of beef as an export. The lands in the old 
counties, below the mountains, are known to have aba- 
ted in that virgin fertility which attends all new cultiva- 
tion; they must now be manured. Added to this, the 
population is increasing very rapidly; the operation of 
thes^ causes, in a few years more, will make the con- 
sumption equal to the produce in the old countiea. If 
the staple of the port of Philadelphia is to be suppoit^ 
ed, it can be best done by conducting the streams of 
commerce, in the article of grain, from the Susquebanntr 
to this city. 

The late information obtained from the commission- 
ers who have viewed the communications with the AUe- 
p;faeny and Lake Erie, make it highly probable, that an 
immense trade will one day be carried on fi*om Phila- 
delphia with the great lakes and fur countries, and with 
the settlements on the Ohio, &c. The proposed com- 
munication between Schuylkill and Susquehanna, will 
serve as a basis to this traffic, whether the route be by 
the Juniata or the other branches of the Susquehanna. 

The Eaj>m»e attending the troMportation of two hmdred 
and six thousand two hundred and fifty bushels of 

grain to market. 
The above quantity of grain is equal to five thouiand 
five hundred and twenty-feur tons and an hal( and, a 
boat to carry six tons, wul be equal to nine hundred and 
twenty one boat loads, and each boat to pass and repasa 
eight times, annually, it will take oi>e hundred and fif- 
teen boats to transport the quantity above mentioned in 
a season; — ^the expense of hands and proviaons attend- 
ing each load will be fifteen pounds-— conse<juent]y, nine 
hundred and twenty-one loads will cost thuteen thou- 
sand eight hundred and fifteen pounds, and the annual 
increase of expenses for an additional number of boats, 
hands, &c. to transport the increase of produce, will be' 
one thousaiyl five hundred and twenty Uiousand pounds 
a year, and then it will stand thus: — 
For the year 1793 £13,815 

1794 15,335 

1795 16,855 

1796 18,375 

1797 19,895 

1798 21,415 

1799 22,935 

1800 24,455 

£153,080 The whole cz- 

pense of carriage, and for seventy seven additional bottSg 

some of which will be seven-eighths worn, and fo on to 

one ei^th, allowing a boat to last eight years. 

Amount of caniage by water in 8 years, £330,561 

Expense attending the same, - • 158,080 

Balance, £67,481 



It is supposed, by these calculations, that the boats 
for the beginning of tiie carriage, wfll be taken in the 
estimate with the canal. 
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The gnln consumed as horse feed will be another ob- 
ject of attention: — two hundred and six thousand two 
hundred and fifty bushels of gfrain, at forty five to a wa- 
gofi loads are equal to four thousand five hundred and 
eighty three load; each team, to be ten days on the 
road, will eat ten bushels of lye, which is equal to forty 
five thousand eleht hundred and thirty bushels, which, 
with the annual mcrease, will, in eight years, amount to 
four hundred and eighty three thousand four hundred 
;md eighty bushels; or, annually, it will stand thus: 

Forl793 45,840 

1794 50,010 

1795 54,180 

1796 ,58,350 

1797 62,520 

1798 , 66,690 

1799 70,860 

J800, 75.030 

483,840 bushels. 



JSsiimaie of the Exnemeof eUaring the river SckuyVdU, 

from ihefatti to Readings by Dtmd Riitmhouu and 

others, in the year 1773. 

Clearing the Schuylkill fh>m the falls 

to the Spring Mill, - - jei92 
Ditto to Beading, - • - 955 

LIU7 

EtHmaie of the expetue of ekann^ the SehuyUnii^ from 

thefaUa to Reaeung^ hu Benjamtn Ikttenhouse and 

MnJdhm,ml7S9. 

Clearing the Schuylkill f|rom the falls 

to the Spring Mill, - £270 
Do. to Reading, - - 111110 

Coi^tingencies, /.lO per cent 138 3 



■ £1519 13 

^imateoftheexperueafckaringtheTuhehoekenareekf 

fixfTn its mouth to the head of the same, by Benjamin 

MUienhouee ana John Jldlum, 

Clearing the Tulpehocken » 

from its mouth to Lech- 

ner^s mill, twenty-ci^t 

miles and uxteen cbi|.m8 

up said stream, £1289 10 

Contingent expanse^ say 

ten per cent 139 19 

Amount of the estimate from Lechner's 

mUl to the mouth of the creek, £1419 9 

A canal to be cut from 

Lechner's njill to Loy»s 

spring at the head of the 

Tulpehocken Creek, a- 

bout seven miles and a 

half in length, suppose 

twenty feet wide, and, on 

an average, seven feet 

deep, the expense of 

commoif cutting at nine 

pence pery^rd, £7699 19 9 

for ten locks in the nbove 

^stance, - - SOOO 
for temporary damages to 

lands, impediments to 

works, !^o. suppose ten 

per cent on the aboye, Sl^O 

^mount of^xpei^e from Lechner's mill 

to the head of Tulpehocken creek £10,669 19 9 
]Por cuttinflrthe canal m)m Ley's spring, 

the head of Tulpehocken cpeek, to 

JKucher's dam on the head of the Qui- 

|ap)|l^i))a creek, four miles and sixty 



; perches, on an average twenty-five 
feet deep and thirty feet wide, the ex- 
pense or common cutting nine pence 
per yard £23,031 4 6 

The amount of the expense ibr clearing 

the Schuylkill, Tulpehocken canal, 

&c. totheheadoftheQuiUpahnia 36,640 6 3 

N. B. This expense may be avoided 
by leaving a portage of about four miles, 
which will reduce the whole to 32,5401 
Amount of expense on Qintapahilla and 

Swatara to Susquehanna, by Matlack, 

Maclay, and Adlum, in 1790 - - 18,900 

Amount of expense from Philadelphia 
to Susquehanna by way of Schuylkill 
andSvatara .... £55,540 6 3 

From the mouth of Swatara up the Sus- 
quehanna to the mouth of Juniata* by 
Galbreath, Boyd, and HuBng - • 300 

Up Juniata to Water street on the 
Frank's Town branch of Juniata, 820 

Clearing the Frank's Town branch to 
Frank's Old Town, by Matlack, Ma- 
clay, and Adlum ... - 1500 

Canal from thence to Poplar Run - 7000 Q 

Portage to Little Conemaugh, eighteen 
miles, at 20/. per mite - - - 360 

From the Canoe i*lace on the Little Co- 
nemaugh, down the sanie and Kiske- 
minetas to Allegheny - - 7150 

Opening French creek to Le Bocuf - 500 

Road from LeBoeuf to Presqu' Isle - 400 

Contingencies in Matlack's, Maclay'sy and 
Adlum's estimate - - - 3599 ^ 



Amount of expense firom Philadelphia 
to Presqu' Isle on Lake Erie, by way 
of Schuylkill, Swatara, Juniata, &c £ 77,169 6 3 

N. B. This may be reduced to 54,369A by harmg a 
poij^ge of four miles between the Tulpebockeii ui4 
Quilspahilla. 

Eetinl^'of the expense for opening the namgatum md 
communieaiione to Presqu* Jek, an Lake Erie^fnm 
Philadelphia, by way ofSehuylluU, Swatara, the west 
branch of Susqwhanna, Sinemahoning, Conewangb, &<. 

From Philadelphia to the mouth of Swa- 
tara, by Schuylkill, &c - - 55,540 6 % 

From Swatara to North Town at the 
forks of Susquehanna - - - 600 

To the Canoe Place on Sinemahoning 660 

Portage to the Allegheny - - • 460 

From the head of the Allei^eny to the 
mouth of Chataughque creek on Lake 
Erie 1400 



tVhole amount of expense to Presqu' 
Isleaybove .... 1 5%W^ ^ 3 

N. B. The estimate mi^ be reduced to 35,6W* 1^ 
leaving the distance between Tulpehocken tod Quita- 
pahilla a portagt. 

Estimate of the expense of opening the river Detapare, 
from the falls, at TVevdon, to Stockport, near tke Po- 
pachton branch of the eame, and the portage across la 
Harmony on the Great Bend of Susquehanna* 

From the Falls at Trenton to Easton * 1Q05 ft 

From thence to Stockport - - - 1243 
Portage to the Great Bend on the north 

ndhh-east branch of Susquehanna - 400 a Q 

Amount, /.2648 a O 
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DINNER TO PROIESSpR PATTERSON- 
Dr. Robcdl M. Patterson* Ute of the University of 
Peqmjlvapia, being about to leave his native city, to as- 
mnc the Chair of Natural Philosophy and Astronomy in 
thf University of Virginia, a number of his friends of 
Philadelphia, desirous that he should bear with him some 
signal proof of their esteem and attachment, held a meet- 
ing at the Mansion House for the pizrpose of devising 
meaafl tc fulfil their intention. In pursuance of a reso- 
lution unanimously passed, the following letter was ad- 
<be9sed to Dr. Patterson. 

Sib,— At a mecUng of some of your friends held at 
IIe«4's Uot»i last evening, for the purpose of adopting 
metM of manifesting, previously to ^our departure for 
VirginiiW the high estimation in which they hold your 
tnkS^ and the regard they feel for your amiable quali- 
ties it wa4 determined that a farewell dinner be tender- 
ed t9 you* and the undersigned vere appointed a com- 
inittee to carry the wishes of the meeting into effect 

Need we say with what deep--yet what mingled emo- 
tions we perform the duties assigned us— of inviting our 
townsman and friend to a parting interview with those 
of whose social circle he has so long been the delight, 
apon the occasion of his leavinpr them and the city, of 
woich lie may be justly considered an ornament and 
boast. But you go to receive, we will believe, the re- 
ward which talenta and qualities such as you possess, 
cuglit every where to command; and, in the anticipation 
of your iDCTOased prosperi^, and happmess and fame, 
although separated from us, we affectionately request 
yott to name a dinr when it will suit your convenience to 
meet your fHendi^ and allow them the opportunity of 
^jfieiing to you tEeir parting good wishes. 

JAMES N. BAREJIR, 
N. BIDDLE, 

FRANCIS GURNET SMITH, 
JOHN VAUGHAN, 
WILLIAM STRICKLAND, 
ISAAC HAYS, 
JAMES RONALDSON. 
To. R. M, Pi.TTaasoir, M. D. 

To this Dr. Patterson replied as follows: — 

Pkiladeiphia, ^ug. 13,1828. 

I accept with mixed feeUngs of sadness and pleasure, 
your kiod iitviUtion to a fi^rewell dinner. As the nao- 
ment approaches when I am to leave the beautiful city 
of w^ birth, to be sepamted fhmi the interesting and 
inportant institotioiit m which we have so long acted 
together, and above all, to be torn from so many dear 
mSl Taioed {tiea^ my heart almost fkikme, and I tempt- 
ed to regret the irretrievable step which I have takea. 
I $m greatly conaoled, however, by the numerous proofs 
ofesteevi ml attachment which the occasion has called 
t^glSkt ud cec^only none has ^^i^tified me moire than 
that wlttcjb your flatteriBg invit%ti«i now presents to me. 

I pcay you, genUemeo, and the social party whom 
yM represent, to be assured of my high respect and af* 
fbotkHiale afttaohmenl. 

R. M. PATTERSON, 

To Menn. Badcer, K. Biddle, F. G. Smith, Vaughan, 
St^d^knd, Hi^ys and Ronaldaon. 

The dinner was i^ven at the M«asion Housei on Wed- 
nsfday, Ube 30tk inat. The company, oonsistiag of up- 
WMidfl of fifty gentl^nen* sat down at 5 o'clock, to ai| 
entertainment provided by Mr. Head, in his best manner. 
IWt ven^ittble and learned P. S. Duponceau presided, 
« awstodby Mr. N. Biddle, Dr. Chapman, and Mr. James 
BoQilfbttD^ at yice Presidanta. ~ On the doth being re- 
moved, the President stood, up, and addressed the con^ 
paiSf iathefidlovingtetaM:— 

I beg yoor permiviento say a few woida to yo^ pre- 
fwatory to a toasts nAieb I akall have tho honour to pro- 



pose. Wf are met here to testify our respect and at- 
tachment to a distinguished fellow citizen, who is about 
to transfer his residence to another State. I rejoice to 
secj in this numerous asseroblv, the Representatives, aa 
it were, of those learned Institutions, whose combined 
efforts have given lustre and reputation to our city. A 
very considerable, if not the greater part of those who 
compose tliis meeting, consists of members of the Uni'^ 
versity of Pennsylvania, of the American Philosophical 
Society, of the Academies of Arts and of Natural Science^ 
the Franklin Institute, and of our amiable jest's fa* 
vourite child, the Musical Fund Society. It is rirht it 
should be so. The Arts and Sciences, which Professor 
Patterson has laboured so much and so successfully to 
promote, owe him the first expression of tlieir gratitude. 
Those who lose much by his departure from us, are 
entitled to spealc for the rest, and such a representatipn 
of the City (^ Philadelphia, may well be considered 
as speaking its sense and ezpre6sin|^ its feelings. 

The talents that our respected fnend displayed in the 
University of Pennsylvania^ are the cause of the lose 
which we are about to experience. They could not be 
hidden under a bushel. When the illustrious Jefer* 
son, as the best legacy he could bequeath to his native 
State and to his country, established that other Unirer- , 
sity, whose foundation he liud in solid marble, and whoMi 
excellent organization promises duration and successi 
it migbt have been foreseen that the men most dis- 
tinguished for talents and learning throughout the United 
States should be industriously sought for, to assist in 
nearing that august edifice. Our Patterson was too mudi 
in view to escape unnoticed. He was claimed bv ano- 
ther branch of the great national family to which he be- 
longs. The University of Pennsylvania regret the losa 
of ueir Vice Provost, and will find it difficult te supply 
his place. His spirit we hope, will remain, and we maj 
indulge the expectation that his mantle will fi^ on some 
one equally zealous for the advancement of science, and 
equally capable of promoting it. In the mean time the 
Chair of Natural Plulosophy waits for its successor. 

The Philosophical Society, with whom he laboure4 
for twenty years, and who were so sensible of his value 
that they elected him to the office of their Vice Pre«% 
dent, at an age at which such an honour had never yet 
been conferred. The Acatlcmy of Natural Sciences, of 
which he was a most active and zealous member; the 
Franklin Institute, which so often has listened to the 
sounds of his eloquent voice; the Musical Fund Society^, 
the delight and ornament of our City, of which he wa$ 
one of the Founders, and which has prospered so mucb 
under his auspices, all will sensibly feel the void which 
his i^sence will leave in our literary and scientific cif^ 
cles, and his numerous fiiends of all descriptions, of whom 
but a very small part are congregated here, and to whoa^ 
his social qualities and the excellence of his heart haff'o 
endeared him, will long regret the loss of the pleasure 
which they have so often enjoyed in his agreeable an4 
instructive society. 

But a man like Patterson does not exclusively beloog* 
to a particular city, or to a a particular state; he belongs 
te the nation at lai^e, and in that point of view we shall 
receive the bene^t of his talents and scientific laboivt. 
He will not forget his fiiends, when absent firom them« 
nor will th^ forget him; and I beg leave to embody the 
sentiment that will constantljr fill our minds in the ibm^ 
of the following toast, to which I thlok all your bearti 
will respond. 

Our much esteemed and respected guest. Dr. RoBimT 
Id. pATTimsoK — Success to all his undertakings; ^4 
may he return home fra^hl with the blessini^ of Um 
State of Virginia, as he departs with those ef bis natire 
city! 

This address was listened to with profound attention, 
and the health of Dr. Patterson was drunk witb the 
warmest enthusiasm. 

Dr. PaUermm then arose, and in a BMnner the nort 
toiK^^Oi^ tpoke te the ibUewi|ig effect. 
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tt is impossible for me, gentlemen, to express the ra- 
ried emotions, under which I rise to address you. This 
b, indeed, for me, a proud and sad occasion. I cannot 
look upon this numerous company of my most distin- 
guished fellow citizens, met around the social board, for 
2ie purpose of testifying to me their re^d and attacbt 
ment, without receirmg the highest gratification— I catfr 
not reflect on the circumstance which has called fortft 
this public expression of your feeling^ and on the part» ; 



the Department of War in that memorable revo]o6o» 
^hich has emblazoned its humblest championsi to htvc 
been speaker of the House of Assembly of Pennsg^rar 
nia, and a member of Congress of the United States, are 
each and all credentials of worth and distinctibn. To 
have been rewarded for these public services and otiiersy 
by a commission signed by Washington, who never pat- 
ronized the undeserving, is a substantive recommend*^ 
aon. To have been thirty-seven y^ars a judge, wttbdat 



inp^ scene which is to follow it, without being oppressed I .i^tr failing to be punctual, patient, and pains-takin|^,is^ 



with sorrow. 

The honored President of our table has shown me how 
much I leave, in removing from Philadelphia: In men- 
tioning the excellent institutions with which I have been 
closely connected here, and which are worthily repre- 
sented at this bosrd, he has named so many ties, which 
hare bound roe to our beloved ci^, and which are now 
to be broken. My feeble but fiuthful exertions must 
now be transferred to another scene, but they shall al- 
ways be devoted to the same objects. Let me hope that, 
with the advantages of retirement and literary liesure, 
they mapr be more successful, and may jfive me at length 
a more just titk to commendations which I now owe to 
the partiality of friendship. 

But, gentlemen, there are other and closer ties whioh 
are now to be considered. I see you here, not merely 
«i fellow-citizens and fellow-members of the various in- 
stitutions to which I liave belonged, but as personal 
iViends to whom I have been long endeared by the inter- 
change of those kindly affections which form the test 
of our social intercourse. I am now to leave you. Be 
assured that I do so with the deepest regret^ and that I 
shall never cease to remember you with affectionate at- 
tachment. 

Permit me now, gentlemen, to offer you a. parting 
toast. 

My Native City — may she continue to advance in pros- 
perity and honor, until she shall stand without a rival, 
the Queen of the Western Hemisphere. 

Addresses were also made by N. Biddle, £sq. Doctors 
Chapman and S. Jackson, and H. D. Gilpin, Esq. for 
vhich we regret we have not room. 

JUDGE PETERS. . 
The venerable Judge Peters, whose funeral took 
place on Saturday afternoon, was one of the most re- 
markable and celebrated men of our hemisphere. Few 
held so high a rank as a revolutionary patriot: he served 
in the struggle for independence, in the most important 
offices, in immediate association with Washingtcm and 
Morris: he won distinction at the bar« and honor on the 
bench: he might be styled the fiither of agriculture in 
Pennsylvania; through a long course of years he stuped 
and promoted the improvement of that primary branch 
of inidKstry, with intense zeal and ngnal success: as a 
wit and companion he had no equal{ the number and 
excellence of his bon mots are, we think, at least unsur- 
passed in the instance of any of his contemporaries. To 
these external merits, were added the finest domestic 
virtues and reputatipnt — the affection and reverence of 
his children, and the esteem and admiration ofhis friends, 
remained with him to the last; — so did his extraordinary 
faculties and spirits; — the body sank under the weight 
of fourscore and four— the mind returned to the Creator 
stiU alert and brilliant. 

TKIBUTS TO HIS XXXOBT. 

At a meeting of the members of the Bar of Philadel- 
phia, held at the room of the District Court of the Unit- 
ed States, on the 23d Aug. 1828^ 

WCLUAM RAWLE, Esq. was caUed to tiie chair, 
and JossPH HoPKnrsov appointed Secretary. 

C. J. IvesBsoix addressed the meeting: 

Nothing but good is to be spoken of £e dead, but of 
the venerable Judge whom we meet to call to mind. 



ot^o, more than but few can boast of. But Judge Peters^ 
i^a«eover, was a man whose purity was never doubted, 
i nd whose judicial faithfulness akog^her was of a high 
d' »ert. With the land laws, so important to thn state, 
he was remarkably conversant. In the sea lawa^ so fan* 
portant to the United States, he was almost tb^ Ibmid- 
er dir revivor of a code which has not only been sanctkm- 
ed -oughout America, but received the remarkable 
ack. od'ledgment of its unconscious adoption about tiie 
samoriime oy the most profound Judge of the greatest 
maritime empire — ^Lord Stowell, in Great Britain. 

It is a distinct merit in this system of Judge Peters^ of 
the ut<nost advantage to navigation, bendes bemr m it* 
self a most honorable chai'acteristic, that he unnonnlj 
vindic."«-ed and protected that humble, helpless, but oie- 
ful class of mankind, the common sailore, from the op- 
pression snd extortion of their superiors, whether mas- 
ter, merchant, or proctor. Judge Peters was a man of 
considerable quickness of perception and great sagaei^. 
His judgments have been mostiy support^ even wben 
he differed occasionally with the eminent person who for 
thirty years has presided on this circuit, displacing all 
the qualities of a gfreat judge-^ Judge Washington. Let 
me add, that in thirty ^eara these gentiemen never differ- 
ed but in conscientious ju£lgment — the most cofdial 
harmony marking and strengthening their adrainiitratioD. 
The constant cheerfulness, which never forsook 
Judge Peters to the last, we all remember with livc^ 
satismction. 

I might make mention of other amiable and remarka- 
ble recommendations. The last time he held court in 
this room, a fortnight rince, he took occasion to deckre, 
as if with a presentiment, that it would be the last; that 
he felt free ftom envy, hatred, malice, and all u: J^arit*- 
bleness; bore iU-will to no person living, and had never 
suffered the pain of taking vengeance upon any man.— 
A few dsys after, I understand, he told one ofhis finely 
that he should never hold court again; and Hie day be- 
fore yesterday, while sitting in his chair, without a j*nigi- 
gle, he expired on the hrm where he was bom abdl^ed ' 
upwards of 84 years, thepatrias arvoB inherited from his 
anceston. 

Afler which, Mr. IngersoU offered the following reso- 
lutions, which were unanimously adopted. 

Beaokedy Ihat while in the death of JUDGE PETEBS 
we deplore the loss of a most venerable magistrate^ yet 
we recollect as an alleviation, that daring 37 years at 
Judge of this extenrive and important Diitrict, hts pa- 
rity and integrity were never questioned; h» indostoy^ 
lagilance, fidelity, and punctuahty never fkiled; no suitor 
was denied or delayed justice; the poor and Inunble 
were protected in their rights; wrong doera of whatever 
class were restrained and punished, and altera prolong- 
ed life of public usefulness and private respectabifity, 
he died at last, at peace with hhiaelf and with aU man- 
kind, a contented, cheerftil, and practical Cbrntiu*, fhU 
of yean and honors, leaving the example and inflneace 
of such life and death to his descendants and the cemitry 
as an inheritance. 

Resohaedf That we will wear the cuslomaiy badges «f 
mourning, collectively attend thefiinersl^ and convey to . 
the family of the deceased our sincere condolence on this 
occasion. 

Heaohed, That the Churman ai^ Secvetaiy cause tiM 
proceedings of this meeting to be publishcuA, and also 



there is more good to be told than at fint thought might preserved among the records of the District Coqrt^ and 
be supposed. To have been prcnnnent as a member of i that a committee of condolence be i^ointed. 
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EXPERIMENTS AT SEA. 

WU9M rmm kohdov fhilosopugjix XAOASiini» worn ^uit, 
1828. 
' on the Presture of the Sea at eonmderabk 
piht. By Jacob Gbxih» M. D. , Frofusor of Che- 
rniUry in Jeffenon . Medical College^ PkUade^pkia^ 

DmiedSiateSy North Jmeriea. 
Amoi^ the various expedients resorted to for th 
purpose of relieving^ the tedium and monotony of a sr 
voyage, no one is more common during a calm, than > 
attach to a long line (the log) an empt^ bottle, v M 
corked, and then to sink it many fathoms m the sea. 1a 
aH aach experiments, it is well known, that the botfelib 
upon being drawn up, are either full or are partially (till- 
cd with water. The manner in which the water gets 
into the bottle, is in some instances perfectly obvbus, 
bat in others very perplexing, if not wholly inev^ ica- 
ble. Sometimes the cork, however well secur and 
sealed, is driven into the bottle, and when drawn jp the 
vessel b of course found filled with water; and intnich 
casei^ what is a little surprising, the cork is often found 
occupying its original portion m the neck of the tassel, 
beinf^ forced there no doubt by the expansion', of the 
dense aea-watcr on being drawn near the surface!*. This 
seeoM to be proved by Uie cork often being found in an 
inverted position. In Uie above experiment, and in some 
others to be mentioned presently, the bottle appears to 
be filled instantly, as the person who lowers the bottle 
down often feels a sudden uicrease of weight, somewhat 
ainilar to the sensation produced when a fi^ takes the 
book on a dipsey line. 

Sometimes the above experiment is varied by filling a 
vessel with fresh water, which* on examination, is found 
to be replaced by salt water; the cotk remaining appa- 
rently undisturbed. 

Sconetimes when the previously empty bottle is only 
half full of water, this when poured into a tumbler effer- 
vesces like water highly charged with carbonic acid 
gis. This is readilv explained, for whed the bottle de- 
scends it b fiill of air, and when the water enters, it will 
of course absorb the air; especially when the dense wa- 
ter kself expands as it is drawn towards the surface. 

Soqpt' jnes the experiment b performed by first cork- 
ing the bottle tiehty and then tying over the cork a num- 
ber of layers of jinen dipped in a warm mixture of tar 
and wax; in fact, every device seems to have been tried 
to prevent the entrance of the water bv the cork. In^ 
■laqyiiCihese cases, when the bottle is drawn up from a 
de^ Itf SCO or 300 fiithoms, it b found filled or nearly 
fil^dtrith water, the cork sound, and in its first situs- 
tioo, and the wax and tar unbroken. < Two experiments 
are mentioned, in which vessels with air tight glass 
•toppers were used. In one case, the bottle was bro- 
ken, and in the other some drops of water were found 
in it 

How does the water find its way into the bottle } There 
are two opinions. One is^ that it passes through the 
cork and aU its coverinn, in consequence of the vast 
pfessore of superincumbent water, in the ssme manner 
as bfocks of wood are penetrated by mercury, in the 
pneuoMtio experiment of the mercurial shower.* l*he 
ether, and leis popubr opinion is, that the water b 
fMoed throi^ the pores of the fi[lsss.t 

The following experiment, which I made on the 7th 
dMT sT Ifey, 1828, in latitude 48— lon^'tude 34<> 34% 
wA perhaps throw some light on the subject. 

Mr.Churles Dtxey. the obliging and intelKgent master 
sf the packet ship Algonquin, had a boat rowed off fi^m 
the sbp for me, to the dbtance of about half a mile, 

* Communicated by the Author. 

1 8ee Perkins on Pressure, Phil. Mafj;*. vol. Ivii. p. 
34. J. Deuchar's remarks i>n the same, ibid. vol. Ivii. 
p.aOl. CampbeU's Travels, 1st series, p. 255. Silli- 
Bsa's Journal, vol. xiv. p. 194. Deuchar^ Mem. in 
the Traaa. of the Wemerian Soc. 1821-2,3. 



when the sea was almost perfectly calm. A hollow (^as« 
globe, hermetically sealed, which I had previously pre- 
pared in Philadelphia, was then fastened to a line, and 
sdnk^with a heavy mass of lead, to the depth of 230 
fkthoms, or 1380 feet. On the same line, and 30 fathoms 
"bove the ^^ass globe, was fastened a small bottle with an 
ir-tight ^lass stopper; 50 fiithoms above this, a stout glas^ 
oottle, with a long neck, was tied; a good cork was pre- 
viously driven into the mouth of this bottle, which was 
then sealed over with pitch, and a piece of linen dipped 
in melted pitch was placed over this; and when cool, 
another piece of linen treated in the same way, was fast- 
ened over the first Twenty fathoms above this bottle, 
another was attached to the line, much stouter, and 
corked and sealed like the first, except that it had but 
one covering of pitched sail-cloth. Thh^ fathoms 
above this was a small thin bottle filled with fresh water 
closely corked; and twenty fathoms firom this, there 
was a thin empty bottle, corked tight and sealed, a sail 
needle being parsed through-and-through the cork, so 
as to project on eidier side of the neck. 

Upon drawing in the line, thus furnished with its ves- 
seb, and which appeared to have sunk in a perpendictt« 
lar direction, the following was the result: — 

The emptv bottle with the sail-needle through the 
cork, and which came up the first, was about half fiiU 
of water, and the cork and sealing as perfect as when it 
first entered the sea. 

The cork of the second bottle, which had been pre- 
viously filled wiXhfiresh water, was loosened, and a latle 
nused, and the water was braekiih. 

The third bottle, which was sealed and covered with 
a single piece of sail-cloth, came up empty, and in all 
respects as it descended. 

l*he fourth bottle, with a long neck, and the cofk 
of which was secured with two layers of linen, was 
crushed to pieces, all except that part of the neck round 
which the line was tied; the neck of the bottle, both 
above and below the place where the line was fsstened, 
had disappesred, and the mtermediate portion remained 
embraced by the Ime. This I thought a little remarka- 
ble, and per*isps mav be explained by suppoung that 
the bottle was first filled b^ the superincumbent pressure 
with dense sea-water, which expanded on being drawn 
up near the surface. Had the vessel been broken by 
external pressure, that part surrounded with the line 
ought to have been crushed with the rest / 

I'he fifth bottle, which had been made for the pur- 
pose of containing French perfumery or sethor, and 
which was therefore furnished with a lon|^ elose |^asa 
stopper, came up about one-fourth filled with water 

The hollow rlass globe, hermetically sealed, which 
was the last, and had been sunk the deepest of all, was 
found perfectly empty, not having suffered the smallest 
change. I^ b therefore concluded, that at the. depth 
of 230 fathoms, the water enters glass vesseb through 
the stoppers, and coverings which surround then, snd 
not through the pores of the glass. What the effect of 
a pressiu*e of 400 fathoms or more will have on the glass 
globe above mentioned. Captain Dixey has engaged to 
ascertain for me on hb return to America if opportunity 
offer. 

DR. JOHN MORGAN. 
Jtn aeeotini of the late Dr, John Morgan, deUvered befort 
the Trustees and Students of Medicine in the Colkge tf 
Philade^hia, on the 2d of November, 1789, Sy Bu- 
jAMiK Rush, M, D. 
^Gbiitlxxxv, — It would be unpardonable to enter 
upon the duties of the chair of the late professor of the 
theory and practice of medicine, without paying a tri- 
bute of respect to his memory. 

« Dr. John Morgan , whose place I have been called upon 
to fill, was bom in the city of Philadelphia. He dis- 
covered in early life a strong propensity for leamingw 
and an uncommon application to Dooks. He acqiured 
the rudimcntB of hb classical learning at the Rev. Dr» 
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Fmley*s academy, in Nottingham, and finished his stu- 
dies in thii college under the present provost, ^nd the 
late Rey. Dr. Allison. In both of these seminaries, he 
acquired the esteem and affection of his preceptors, by 
his singular dili^nce and proficiency in his studies. In 
the year 1757, he was admitted to the first literary ho- 
nours that were conferred by the college of Philadel- 
phia. 

Durine the Iasty6ars of his attendance upon the col- 
lege, he began the study of physic under the direction 
of Dr. John Redman, of this city. His conduct, as an 
apprentice, was such as gained him the esteem and cpn- 
fidence of his master, and the affections of all his pa- 
' tients. Af^er he had finished his studies under Dr. Red- 
man, he entered into the service of his country, as a 
surgeon and lieutenant^in the provincial troops of Penn- 
sylvania, in the last war which Britain and America car- 
' riedonagain&t the French nation. As a surgeon, in 
which capacity only, he acted in the army, he acquired 
both knowledge and reputation. He was respected by 
the officers, and beloved by the soldiers of the army; 
, and so g^at were his diligence and humanity in attend- 
ing the sick and wounded, who were the subjects of 
his care, that I well remember to have heard it said, that 
if it were possible for any man to merit heaven by his 
rood works, Dr. Mor^n would deserve it for his faith- 
nil attendance upon his patients." 

In the year 1760, he left the army, and sailed for Eu- 
rope, with a view of prosecuting his studies in medi- 
cine. 

He attended the lectures and dissections of the late 
celebrated Dr. William Hunter, and afterwards spent 
two years in attending the lectui-es of the professors in 
Edinburgh. Here, both the Monroes, Cullen, Ruther- 
ford, Whyt, and Hope, were his masters, wiih each of 
whom he lived in the most familiar intercourse, and all 
, of whom spoke of him with affection and respect. At 
the end of two years, he published an elaborate thesis 
upon the formation of pus, and after publicly defending 
iXi was admitted to the honour of doctor of medicine in 
tlie university. 

From Edinburg, he went to Paris, where he spent a 
Winter in attending the anatomical lectures and dissec- 
^ tions of Mr. Sue. In this city, he injected a kidney in 
ao curious and elegant a manner, that it procured his 
admission into the academy of surgfery in Paris. While 
on the continent of Europe, be visited Holland and 
Italy. In both these countries he was introduced to 
the first medical and literary characters. He spent se- 
veral hours in company with Voltaire at Geneva, and he 
had the honour of a long conference with the celebra^ 
ted Morgagni at Padua, when he was in the 80th year of 
his age. This venerable physician, who was the light 
and ornament of two or three successive generations of 
physicians, was so pleased with the doctor, that he claim- 
ed kindred with bim, from the resemblance of their 
names, and on the blank leaf of a copy of his works, 
which he presented to him, he inscribed with his own 
hand the following words, **Affim «iO, medico prssela- 
riarimOf Jokanni Morgan^ donat tzuetor." Upon the doc- 
tor's return to London, he was elected a fellow of the 
royal sodety. He was likewise admitted as a licentiate 
of the college of physicians in London, and a member 
of the college of physicians in Edinburg.. 

It was during his absence from home, that he concert- 
ed with Dr. Shippen, the plan of establishing a medical 
school in this city. He returned to Philadelphia, in the 
year 1765, loaded with literary honours, and was receiv- 
ed with open arms by his fellow citizens. They felt an 
interest in him, for having advanced in every part of 
Europe the honour of the American name. Immedi- 
« ately after his arrival, he was elected professor of the 
theory^ and practice of medicine, and delivered, soon 
afterwards, at a pubfic commencement, his plan for con- 
necting a medical school with the college of this city. 
Tbia (uscoiirse was composed with taste and judgment, 



and contained many of the tnie principles of fibezal 
medical science. 

In the year 1769, he had the pleasure o( seeing* iSke 
first fruits of his labours for the advancement of medi- 
cine. Five yotmg gentlemen received in that year fti 
the hands of the present provost, the first boMrars 
medicine that ever were conferred in America. 

The historian, who shall hereafter relate the p rogn n s 
of medical science in America, will be deficient in can- 
dour and justice, if he does not connect the name^ ti 
Dr. Morgan with that auspicious era m which medictlic 
was first taught and studied as a science in tfab comh 
try. But the zeal of Dr. Morpm was not confined to 
the advancement of medical science alone. He had an 
active hand in the establishment of the Americui philo« 
sophical society, and lie undertook, in the year 1773, a 
voyage to Jamaica on purpose to solicit benefiictiona fot 
the'advancement of general literature in the coUe|^< 

He possessed an uncommon capacity for acquiiui|^ 
knowledge. His memory was extensive and wcctsnAt^ 
he was intimately acquainted with the Latin and Greek 
classics. He had read much in medldne. In all hia 
pursuits, he was persevering and inde&tigable . He wlia 
capable of fi'iendship, and in his intercourse witfi haa pa- 
tients, discovered the most amiable and exemplary ten* 
demess. I never knew a person who had been attend- 
ed by him, that did not speak of his sympathy and at* 
tention witii gratitude and respect. Such was the nam 
who once filled the chair of the theory and practice of 
medicine in our coUeg^. He is now no niore* Hitf re- 
mains now sleep in the silent grave — ^but not ao his vir- 
tuous actions. Every act of benevolence which he per^ 
formed, every public-spirited enterprise which be plan- 
ned, or executed, and every tear of sympathy which he 
shed, are f^thfuUy recorded, and shall be preaervtd 
forever. 



He died October 15, 1789, in the 54tli year of lit» 
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HEIGHT OF MOUNTAINS. 

WiOcaharre, Sept. 15th, ISOST. 

Having heard a dispute some time since, respecting^ 
the width of the^river, and height of the mountains op- 
posite the borough, I have been induced to take a naa^ 
thematical measurenient of them, the result of whieh f 
send you for the ^^ratification of thoae whose curioaity 
leads them to inquiries of this kind. 

The observations were taken from the bank oppcttite' 
Northampton street. 

TatA. 
Distance to the top of the nxMintain, south-east 

of the borough . . . ! - 4685 

Perpendicular height of the same - - 305* 

Distance to the top of the mountain, north-west 

of the borough . - - - - 5583^ 

Perpendicular neight of do. - - - - 227 

Distance from the top of one mountain to the 

other IQ^tS- 

Width of the river firom the top of one bank 

to the other ---.-. 398 

Elevation of the eastern bank above low water 

mark - 9* 

Average height of the mountains above low wa- 
ter mark ------- fffS- 

Or837feetdi 
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REPORT ON INTEKN.iL IMPROVEMENTS, 

Freamiedto the Legislature 1791. 

The committee appointed January 5th last, to exam- 
ine the reports of the commissioners ivho have been 
employed in exploring the western waters, the Susque-' 
hanna, and the Delaware, &e. and to report a plan for 
improvement of roads and navigation by the commoiv 
wealth, made report, which was read, as follows, viz. 

The committee, to whom sundry reports and petitions 
respecting roads and navigations were referred, beg 
leave to make the following report — 

They have paid a close attention to the important ob 
jccts submitted to them; they have carefully considered 
the reports of the commissioners appointed by govern- 
ment to explore the northern and western waters, and 
have the satis^iction of uniting in opinion, that the com- 
munications between the metropolis and the northern 
and western parts of the state are by nature formed for 
producing the most desirable effects, at an expense as- 
tonisliingly trivial, when compared with the magnitude 
of the object, and extent of country which they embrace. 
In addition to the domestic convenience to be derived 
by accommodating the various parts of the state with 
easy and cheap carriage, your committee extend their 
views to ver>' distant regions, which, by means of the 
western lakes, invite our minds to anticipate a bound- 
less and beneficial trade, at a period not very remote, 
unless, by a fitulty timidity, or illiberal parsimony, we 
should ingloriously leave so noble an undertaking to 
our more enterprising* posterity. But, building on the 
enhirged and enliglitened ideas of the citizens of Penn- 
S)lvaiua, your committee cheerfully bring before you 
the result of their deliberations. 

First, They consider the river Delaware as a most 
important cliannel for introducing the trade and pro- 
duce, not only of the northern parts of the state, but 
as being capable of forming an easy communication, by 
a portage of 19 miles, with the north western parts of 
the state of New York, and extending, by two other 
short portages, to Lake Ontario. This river is capable 
of affording a safe rafl and boat navigation, from the ex- 
treme northern bounds of the state. 

By the estimates g^ven, the expense 
will be tbout, - - - iC2500 

The portage from the Delaware at 
Stockpoi't, near the north line of the 
state, to Haimony, at the great bend of 
Susquehanna b 19 miles, the expense is 
about, - - - • 400 

Descending the Delaware, wb have 
considered the waters of Lacliawac and 
Lehigh as claiming the public attention { 
but whether it wifi be expedient to en- 
ter oiT the improvement of those waters 
so extensively as their situations may 
warrant at a future day, we submit to 
the deciuon of the House: yet, as great 
benefit would immediately rewilt from 
remo^l^ some of their obstructions, 
we think there may be allowed: 

]Por the L&chawat, - • SOO 

For the Lehigh, / 500 

Vol. IL 19 



The Schuylkill next presents itself^ 
not merely in order as a blanch of the 
Delaware, but as one of those great 
highways, which, ai a ftiture day, will 
bear on its waters the immense produce 
and trade of the western country. — 
This river is to be considered in a dou- 
ble pdint of view: First, as a great na- 
tursu channel, tending to the metropolis 
from the ujjper waters above Reading, 
and thence joining a favourable coun- . 
try for an excellent road to the town of 
Harrisburgh, on the Susquehanna, by 
which means a ready and cheap commu- 
nication may be formed. The expense ' 
of the Schuylkill to Reading is estimate 
ed at about .... ]50o d 

The road from Reading to Harrisburg, 500 

Secondly, Pursuing the Schuylkill up 
the waters of Tulpehocken, it will be 
found they approach so neai* to the wa- 
ters of the Quitapahilla, leading down 
the Swatara to the Sus<juehanna, that a 
canal and lock navigation force them- 
selves into our notice. I'he expense 
of which is estimated at - - 18;650 d 

From this canal down the Swatara, the 
expense is • • • 350 

The expense of rendering the Tulpe- 
hocken navigable up to the water of the 
canal is estimated at 28 miles, - 11,290 

Canal from head of Tulpehocken to . 
Lechner's mill, 7 and a half miles, 9700 

Having entered the Susquehanna, 
both at Harrisburg and at the mouth, of 
Swatara, ag^eat scope of navigation pre- 
sents itself. The Susquehanna, extend- 
ing by its great northern branch, leads 
within about 12 miles of the Mohock ri- 
ver, in the state of New York, which 
communicates by a short portsge with 
Lake Ontario. The expense of clear- 
ing the navigation of the Susquehanna 
to the noithcrn boundary of the state, 
beyond which, to its source at Lake Ot- 
segt>, there is no materia] obstruction, is 
as follows: 

From the mouth of Swatara to the 
mouth of Juniata, - . - 300 

From Juniata to West branch, 300 

From West branch to Starrucca, at 
the Great Bend, - - 440 (T 

The Tioga branch being the upper- 
most great water leading westward from 
the Susquehanna, near the New York 
Ime, will very shortly open an eXtensiTe 
trade to the Genesee Countrv, now set- 
tling with great rapidity, and is at pre» 
sent passable with large camoes nearly 
one hundred miles from its mouth.— 
This water passing through the state of 
New York, no money can be expended 
on it by Pennsylvania; but it is mention- 
ed by your commHtee, as inducing 9t 
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more earnest attention to the clearing' of 
the Susquehanna, so far as our state ex- 
tends: 

The western branch of the Susque- 
hanna comes next in view, carrying' with 
it bold and prominent marks of a most 
extensive and lucrative navigation, invi- 
tin|f us to an eariy participation of its 
advantages. 

From the mouth of this river to the 
mouth of Sinnemahoning, the expense 
of clearing is estimated at 

From thence up the Sinnemahoning' 
to Its north branch. 

From thence up the north branch to 
a place called Dnftwood, 

From Driftwood, a portage extending 
northeriy through a good country for , 
rosd^ 23 miles to the river Allegheny, 
200 miles above the mouth of Toby's 
creek, - . - 

From the end of this portage, down 
the Allegheny to Connewango, 

Up the Connewango to the head of 
Chetaghque Lake, 

Road from Chetaglique Lake to Che- 
taghque creek, emptying into Lake 
Erie, - - . - 

Chetaghque creek, and the harbour 
at its mouth, ... 

Making the whole expense from the 
main branch of Susquehanna to Lake 
Eric, - . - - 



160 
200 
300 

460 
150 
850 

200 
250 



Total expense from the mouth of 
Juniata to Pittsburg, - - £1000 

From the foregoing Statement the expense of the Afferent 
tveatem routes will stand asfoUowSi 

1st From Philadelphia to Readin^^, 
by the SchuylkUl, - - .- 1500 

From Reading* to Harrisburg by land, 500 

From Harrisburg up Susquehanna, to 
mouth of JuniaU, - • 200 

From Juniata to west branch of Sut- 
quejianna, - - - • 300 

From mouth of west branch of Sus- 
quehanna, by the north branch of Con- 
newango, to Chetaghque creek, on Lake 
Erie, .... 2570 

5070 
But to Presque Isle will stand as follows: 
Deduct Connewango S50L Chetagh- 
que lake and creek, 450/. 



2570 



The western branch of the Sinnemahoning, leading, 
by means of a portage of 14 miles, to the head waters 
of Toby's creek, will open a communication with the 
Allegheney, about 200 miles below the place where 
the northern route crosses that river; but this western 
branch of the Sinnemalioning* not having been sufficient- 
ly explored, no dependable estimate is attempted, tho' 
it is spoken of by the commissioners as capable of being 
made navigable m some seasons of the year; but it is 
described as being crowded with rocks. 

In the report on the west branch of 
Susquehanna, a communication is pre- 
sented by descending the Allegheny to 
French creek. The expense on this 
creek is estimated at 

And the rood from thence to Presque 
Isle, on Lake Erie, 
. We come next to Juniata which, extending through 
a settled country to Frank's town, is estinuited as capa- 
ble of being rendered navigable at the following ex- 
pense: 

From the mouth to Water street. 

From Water street to Frankstown, 

Road from Frankstown to Poplar run, 
on or near the ground where tJhe canal 
is proposed to be cut. 

Road ftom Poplar ryn, 18 miles, to 
Little Conemau^, 

Road from forks of Little Conemaugh 
to mouth of Stony creek, 15 miles. 

Clearing Little t^onemough, and ma- 
kingtowing paths. 

Do. Conemaugh, from Stony Point to 
Ridiard's run, .... 

From Richard's run through Chesnut 
Ridge, and towing path, 

From Chesnut Kidge to Loyal Han- 
Bing, - " -. • - 

Clearing Kiskeminetos.to the second 
falls, inclusive, - • • 

Clearing ditto to the mouth on Alle- 
ghtoy, above PitUbuag, - lOa 



500 
400 



820 
1500 



80 
360 
180 

4000 
400 

2000 
400 
250 



Add expense of French creek and 
road to Presque Isle, 

Total expense to Presque Isle, by the 
west branch of Susquehanna, 

2d. From Philadelphia to moutli of 
Juniata, as in the fore^ing estimate. 

From mouth of Juniata to Pittsburg; 
as by the foregoing estimate , 



1300,0 

37r0 

90000 

4670 

2700 
10^10 
12,710 



.N. B. The foregoing estimates are exclusive of the 
canal and lock expenses on the QuitapabiUa, &c. which, 
if included, will then stand as follows: 
No. I. 

From Philadelphia to Pres-' 
que Isle, by way of the west 
branch of Susquehanna, 4720 

Clearing Tulpehocken creek 
and canal and loclf navigation, 
and expenses, - 29,890 



' Total expense. 

From Philadelphia to Che- 
taghque harbour, on Lake 
Erie, - - 50r0 

Clearing Tulpehocken creek 
and canal & lock navigation, 29,890 

Total expense. 

No. IL 
From Philadelphia to Pittsburg, by 
the river Juniata, 

Clearing Tulpehocken creek, and ca- 
nal and lock navigation of QjuitapahiUa, 



34,610 



34^960 

12,710 
29,890 
42,600 



The estimate of expense on the Delaware, 
including the road from that river to the ' 
Susquehanna, near th^ New York 
line -.-..- 2900 0- 

Waters of the Lachawac - - - 250 

Waters of the Lehigh - - - 500 0- 

Total of the Delaware - . 3650 
Exclusive of the Schuylkill, which is considered ss a 

western communication. 
The total amount of the foregoing estimates ia as t>l- 

lowi: 
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1st Delaware, including LAcliawac and 
Lehigh 3650 

2d. Route to Prcsque Isle, on Lake Eric, 
by way of west branch of Susquehanna 4720 

od. Route to Chetaghque Harbour, on 
Lake Erie, an additional sum of - 350 

4tb. Routtf to Pittsburg by way 
of Juniata river - 12710 

Deduct the expense from Phi- 
ladelphia to mouth of Juni- 
ata, included in the above 
estimate, No. 2 - 2700 

10,010 



Total, 7.18,730 

If the canal expenses at Tulpehocken, 
Quitapahilla, and Poplar run, are added, 
they will amount as follow : 

Tulpeho<*en - 10990 

<2uiupahilla - - 18900 

Poplar run - - 7000 

36890 

And the expense of clearing the Falls 
Wright's ferr>', on Susquehanna, to Con- 
newag^, inclusive, is estimated at - 5250 



Total expenditures, 7.60,870 



To these expenses must be added a proportionate 
sum for superintendants, and other incidental charges, 
perhaps about ten per cent. 

By the best information which your committee can 
obtain, not only from the reports submitted to them, 
but by conversation with several of the commissioners, 
we are induced to believe that the sums herein specified 
win produce such essential benefit to the state of Penn- 
sylvania, as will over-balance the expense to a decree 
beyond all possibility of calculation. To give a feint 
idea of some of those benefits, your committee beg leave 
to introduce th« following calculation of the expenses 
iLttevding' the transportation of produce and merchan- 
dize to and from a small part of the western country, by 
which it will appear, that, if the same commodities 
could be conveyed by the proposed navigation, there 
would be an actual saving of otu hundred and forty-eight 
ihmuandjfounda m the short space of eight years, ex- 
clusive of the great advantages resulting from the em- 
ployment of all those extra men and came in the more 
profitable business of agriculture. 

The calculations are as follow: 

In the year 1790 there were 150,000 bushels of wheat 
brought down the Susquehanna, and passed through 
Uid^etown, for the Philadelphia market, a large pro- 
portion of which came down the Juniata. In the year 
1788 considerable quantitiesof grain and flour went up 
the Susquehanna, for the use of the. settlers in North- 
umberlsadt but since last March about 30,000 bushels 
cf wheat have returned down the ftream for the city. 
The propwtion which the north-western country bears 
to 'die country which sends wheat down the Juniata 
may be suppMed as five to one. 

Therefbre it may with propriety be assumed, that 
when the iMndgation of the nwthcm and western wa- 
ters cf the Bttsqaehtnna is rendered more tMtf '^ m^^ 
the aanual mcreasa of gnm brought down will be very 
connderable. 

If tl^ increase Is admitted to be only one 
oghth annaaOy* which must be esteenied a 
veiy moderate computation, the total 
amount of wheat brought down in eight 
years, ending in the year 1800, will be 2,175- 
000 bushels, which at 2s. 6d. per bushel, 
the present price of carriage by land, is two 
hundred ana teventu-cM ikouaand eight hun- 
dred and aenjeiUy-five pounds. If only one^ 
third of the weight of ^e wheat is supposed 
to be caoTied back in salt« liquors, and other 



merchandise, and the price be 59. per cent, 
the total of back freight in eight years will 
amount to ninety -sevcti thousand and sixty 
pounds, which, added to the carriage of 



wheat, amounts to 



368935 



If tlie navigation was completed agreea- 
bly to the proposed plan, It is presumable 
that grain might be carried to market at Is. 
6d. per bushel, and back loads at 38. per 
cent which would then amount, in eight 



years, to 



220561 



Balance saved to the state in 8 years, 148374 - 

The particulars of this calculation, with an estimate of 
the expense of boats, &c. on which the foregoing result 
is founded, accompany this report. 

Your committee could not overlook the uniform re- 
port of all the different commissioners on the subject of 
fish-dams erected on all the waters, in direct violation 
of the law, and which calls for eflUcient remedy, without 
which every improvement and expenditure on the na- 
vigation will be rendered abortive. 

On the whole, your committee are united in their be- 
lief, that the proposed improvements are not only desir- 
able, but are brought into view at a time when the 
finances of the state will warrant an immediate com* 
mencement of the business. 

Your committee therefore submit the foll,owing reso- 
lutions, viz. 

1st. Hesohed, That a committee be appointed to 
bring in a bill, authorising the Governor to contract 
with individuals, or with companies, for the purpose of 
undertaking part or parts of the work necessary for im- 
proving the roads and waters, to be specified in said bill. 

2d. lUsohed, .That the following sums be appropriat- 
ed for the purposes mentioned in the foregoing resolve: 

Fop the Delaware - - 2500 

the Lachawac - 250 

the Lehirh - - 500 

the road from Delaware 

to Susquehanna near 

the Great Bend - 400 

3650 



For the Schuylkill, and for the road 
from Reading to Harrisburg - - - 2000 G 

For the Susquehanna: 
. From the mouth of Swatara 
to Juniata - - - - 300 
From Juniata to West Branch, 300 
From W. Branch to Staruc- 
ca, at the Great Bend - - 440 



For the West Branch of Susquehanna. 

From the mouth to Sinne- 
mahoning, - - - - 160 

On the Sinnemahoningto its 
north bnmch - - - 200 

North branch of Sinnema- 
honing, as far as Driftwood 300 

Road from Driftwood, twen- 
tr^bree miles, to Allegheny 
liTCP - - - - - 460 
' AUegheay river to the Con- 
newango . - - - 150 

Connewango river and Che- 
taghque creek - - - 850 

Road from Chetaghque lake 
to Chetaghque creek, - - 200 

Chetaghque creek and har- 
bour - - - - 250 

French creek - . 500 

Road from French Creek to 
Presque Isle, on lake Erie * 400 



1040 
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For clearing the Connewngo falls, and 
down to Wright'* ferry - - - . 5250 



For the Juniata, and its connecting^ roads and waters; 

From the mouth of JunUta to 
Water street - - - 820 ' 

Water street to Frankslown 1500 

Road from Frankstown to Pop- 
lar run, at and near Frankstown, 
an<i.the mouth of Stoncy creek SOO 

Road from Poplar Run to Con- 
nemaug^h - - - . 360 

Ditto from forks of Little Co- 
nemaugh to mouth of Stoney 
creek 180 

Little Connemaugh - - 4000 

Connemangh, from Richard's 
run, to Stoney point - - 400 

From Richard's run through 
ChesTiut Ridge - - * 2000 

From Chesnut Ridge to Loyal- 
Hannin|^ .... 400 

Clearing K'lskeminetas to se- 
cond falls inclusive • - 250 

Clearing Kiskeminetas to Alle- 
rhcney . - . 100 

, 10310 



For a road through the upper part of 
Berks county down to Schuylkill - 500 

. 7th. Resohed^ That a committee be appointed to 
bring in a bill, for the purposes contained in the fifth 
and sixth resolutions. 

8th. Ruohed^ That a committee be appointed to 
bring in a bill, for the more effectual suppression of fish 
dams on such navigable waters within this state, aa arc 
or shall be by law declared to be highways. 

Your committee have examined and considered the 
memorial of the Society for promoting roads and Inland 
Navigations, and are happy in so perfectly harmonising 
with those gentlemen in their views. The memorial 
contains very interesting information, and your commit- 
tee would recommend its being printed on the muuitea. 

Ordered to lie on the table. 



td. Raohedy That the Governor be requested to is- 
poe a proclamation, inviting proposals for undertaking 
the canals and locks on and near the waters of Tulpe- 
hocken and Quitapahilla, and also the canal from Franks- 
town to'Poplar run, and report to the legi£laturt. 

4tb. Rttohedf That a committee be appointed, to 
bring m a bill to empower the Governor to sell, from 
time to time, so much of the public securities of the 
Mate, as may be necessasy to provide for the expenses 
of the roads and navigations, as contained in the second 
resolve. 

5th. Rewhedf That the annual sum of/iye thousand 
potmds, already appropriated by law for claims and im- 
provements, after every annual claim is satisfied^ shall 
hereafter be ^appropriated to the improvement of roads, 
reserving^ only the annual sum of pounds, 

Ibr such other improvements as the legislature may from 
time to time direct. 

6th. Mesohed, That the Govemfn* be authorized to 
appropriate the balance, hitherto unapplied, remaining 
of the annual sum of Jive thousand pcundst appropriated 
to roads and inland navigation, for the immediate im- 
provements of roaids within the state; and that the fol- 
lowing sums be allotted: 

For a road leading from Wilkesbarre to 
fhe Wind Gap - . - . 

^or a road leading from Susquehanna, at 
to on the Delawai*e - 

For a road leading from Harrisburg thro* 
the nanx>w8, at the foot of the Blue and Pe- 
ter's mountains, up to 

For a road to be explored from franks- 
jtown, in the strai^fhtest line and over the 
^cst ground, to Pittsburg - - - 

For a road from Bedfoid to Pittsburg 

For a road from Reading to Sunbury - 

For a road from Bedford to Yougheageny 

For a road from mouth of Juniata to Ster- 
|ret*s, by General Watt's and Hugh MiUer*s 

For a road through Long Narrows and 
Jack's Narrow's on Juniata - - 

For a road from near Catawissa, on the 
north branch of Susquehanna, to Minick's 
on Schuylkill .... 

For a road from Fulton's ferry on Susque- 
hanna to Newport 

For a road from Callender's mill, over 
proghan's gap, to West's mill 



300 
500 



300 



300 

500 
300 
400 Qi 

SOO 

300 



500 0^0 
200 



BANK OF THE UNITED STATES. 

At the General Triennial Meeting of the Stockhold- 
ers of the Bank of the United SUtes, held at their Hall 
in the city of Philadelphia^ on Monday the first day of 
September 1828, 

RoBiaT RiLSTOir, Esq. was called to preside — and 
JosxPB Hempbill, Esq. appointed Secretary. 
In conformity to the provisions of the charter an exact 
and particular statement of the debts which remained 
unpaid after the expiration of the original credit for a 
period of treble the term of that credit, and of the siiP" 
plus of profits after deducting losses and dividends, waa 
laid before the stockholders for their iiformation by the 
President of the Bank. Mr. Biddle then presented a 
general view of the situation of the Institution, with an 
account of its progress since the last meeting of thb 
stockholders, referring to and submitting to the meetiof^ 
various documents and statements : Whereupon, on mo- 
tion of Charles Chauncey, Esq. it was resolved. That 
the matters submitted by the President, torether witb 
the statements liud upon the table by him, be referred 
to a Committee. The Cbainniui then appointed th^ fol- 
lowing gentlemen^ viz. 

CHAaLZs Cbauitcst. 
AxxxAXBxa HaxBT, 
CASWALAOxa EvAsa. 
CBijtixs J. Ikoersoxx, 
Jaxib Rokaldsox, 
Javks C. Fisrxk. 
On motion Resolved* That when this meeting adjourn^ 
it adjourns until to-morrow mpming at nine p'clock. 
Tuesday mornings September 2, 1828. 
The Stockholders met pursuant to adjournment. 
Charles Chauncey, Esq. on behalf of the Comnuttee 
appointcMl yesterday, submitted the following repor^ 
which with the resolutions accompanying it were unani- 
mously adopted, and ordered to be published in pan- 
phlet form and in the newspapers. 

The committee appointed at the meeting of the stock' 
holders of the Bank of the United States, on the lat inat, 
report: 

That in executing the duty assigned to them tbej 
have examined the books and accounts of the Bank, and 
will proceed to state the result of their inquiries, in re- 
gard to the distribution of the stock of the Bankr-^tk« 
present state of the funds — and the mode of administoc- 
mgthem. 

1. The Stock of the Bank is at present divided aa £0^ 
lows: Homes. Shares, 

Maine, 16 SIX 

New Hampshire 31 ' 587 

Vermont, 3 57 

Massaehasett*, 261 16646 

Rhode Island, 45 1801 

Connecticut, 73 ^ 1251 

New York, 526 4663$ 

New Jersey, 6i 3084 

Pennsylvania, 954 70763 

Delaware, 38 1264 
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Maryland, 491 

Distiict of Columbia, 69 

Vii^inia, 247 

North Carolina, 41 

South Carolina, - 631 

Georgia, 39 

Ohio, 17 

Kentucky, 26 

Tennessee, 5 

Indiana, 1 

Illinois ^ 2 

Louisiana, 23 > 

Alabania, 1 

Foreign, 214 

President, Directors, & Co. 
United States of America, 

3818 

2. The condition of the Bank may be 
by the monthly statement of ita alfairs on 
gust last, which is asfoUours: 

DR. 
Funded debt of the United States— 
U. S. subscription 

of $7,000,000 00 

5 per cts. of 1821 3,420,983, 67 

4i do. 1824 1,509,985 84 

4t\ do. do. 5,000,000 00 



34262 

3448 

10872 

3115 

' 35495 

2216 

588 

607 

269 

30 

310 

154 

10 

40412 

5610 

70000 

350000 

best explained 
the first of Au- 



Bills discounted on 
Personal security 
Do. on funded debt. 
Do. on bank stock 



16,930,969 51 



29,316,745 45 
^ 142,212 73 
* 1,850,380 56 



Domestic Bills of Exchange 
Foreign do. do. 

Real estate 
Due from bank U. States 

and offices 14,654,249 61 

Due from State Banks 1,883,286 03 



Due from James A. Buchanan and J. W. 

M*CuUoch 
Due from the United States . 
Losses jchargeable to contingent fund 
Deficiencies 

Banking* bouses, bonus ^nd premium 
Expenses 
Cash notes Bank United 

States and offices 10,495,469 48 
State Banks 1,458,099 73 

Specie 6,593,007 35 

iMxmpigt^ &c. 

Pension fund office, Portsmouth 



31,309,338 74 

6,013,890 15 

340,185 93 

2,292,652 11 



16,537,635 64 

612,760 44 

5,267 32 

2,228,678 21 

211,377 98 

1,540,806 48 

69,472 18 



18,546,576 56 

79,907 38 

8,532 38 



Total, 



$96,728,051 01 



CR. 



Capital stock 

Notes issued 

Discount, exchange and interest 

pirideiidiiinclaimed 

Profit and loss 

Condiiigent fimd 

Interest 

Foreign exchange 

Due to bank and 

fices 

State banks 



of- 



$34^996,269 63 

23,541^230 19 

284,823 03 

456,005 76 

1,518,298 61 

4^380.645 53 

500 00 

93,055 S4 



15,098,524 35 
1,898,979 93 



Barings, HottinguerSc Co. Hope 
& Co. 
Hftdemption of public debt 
Deposits of the treasurer 
of the Umte4 SlaUs ^049,129 2S| 



16,997,504 28 

594,492 65 
1,452,472 09 



Deduct overdrafls 
special deposits 



Public officers 
Individuals 



and 



368,355 50 

4,680,773 71 
1,168,500 63 
6,563,479 06 



12,41^,753 40 



$96,728,051 01 



The analysis .of this statement will present the foUow- 
ing distribution of the funds of the bank, and the manner 
in which they are invested: 

State of ike Bank August l*f, 1828, 
The capital paid in, is ^4,996,269 65 



The circulation 

Deposits, public 

private 



7,301,746 43 
6.563,479 06 



Amoimt due to sutidry offices and state 
banks in current account 

Amount due to Baring^', Hottinguer & 
Co. &c. 

The unclaimed dividends 

Contingent fund 

Discount, exchange and interest, re- 
ceived since July 

Profit and loss 



13,045,760 n 

13,865,225 49 

459,868 64 

594,492 65 

456,005 7<S 

4,380,645 53 

378,378 87 
1,518,298 61 



Funded debt held by the bank 

The discounts are 37,323,228 89 

Buchanan's and M'Cul- 
loch's debt 612,760 44 

Debts chargeable as loss- 
es to the contingent 
fund 2,228,678 21 



$69,694,^4 5 89 
116,930,969 51 



Mortgages 

Foreign bills 

Real estate 

Banking houses 

Bonus, premium on loan, expense% 

&c. 
Notes of state banks on hand 
Specie 



40,164,667 54 

79,907 38 

340,185 93 

2,292,652 H 

1,079,926 48 

755,529 86 
1,458,099 73 
6,593,007 35 

$69,694,945 89 



It further appears Uiat the total amount of the sus- 
pended dcbtis $7,109,091 47. 

After the frequent and rigorous examinations of tlie 
conunittees of the board, by officers of the bank, and 
by the several offices, to ascertain the fiill extent of the 
losses, to which the bank will probably be exposed, oi> 
the whole mass of its debts and real estate, the estimate 
of lofs, founded on the latest returns, is 



To meet this the bank 
has the contingent 
fund of 

From which are to be 
deducted the losses 
already chargeable to 
it 



$3,192,064 4a 



4^380,645 53 



2,228,678 21 



Bendes these are other 
certain resources, am't- 
ing to 

Maldng an sggreg^ of 



2,151,967 32 



809,972 88 



2,961,940 2D 



And leaving a deficiency of 230,124 23 

This deficiency will be provided for by 
1st, The progressive increase in t)ie value of the rtfA 
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estate at Cincinnati, where there is every reason to be- 
lieve that the whole estimated loss, now amounting to 
^20,000, and included in the above sum of $3,192,064 
43 cents, will be fully repaired out of the property now 
belonging to the Bank. 

^nd. By the arrears of interest, at tlie four western 
ofHces, which, for some years past, furnished an aver- 
age annual income of 111,000 dolls. 

3d. By what may yet be obtained out of the sum of 
1,571,000 dollars interest on the bad and doubtful debts, 
«nd on the large mass of bad debts, which, though for 
Ipreater caution considered unavailable, are in a train of 
Snal settlement, ^d are still yielding considerable sums. 

Under a view of these circumstances, it was not 
deemed advisable by the board of directors, in July 
last, to add any thing from the surplus fund to provide 
* for these losses, considering the funds already assigned 
mt sufficient to repair them; in which opinion this com- 
mittee entu^ly concur. 

The surplus fund of reserved profits, accordingly 
stands at 1,518,298 dollars 61 cents. 

From these statements it will be perceived, that with- 
in the last few years there has been a very large addition 
to the resources, the operations, and the prcrfits of the 
Bank; and which, in the opinion of the committee, is 
ascribable principally to two measures of the Board of 
Directors, which have> given an entirely new aspect to 
its affairs; and which are so intimately connected with 
the administration of the Bank, that the committee 
deem it proper and useful to notice them particularly. 

Ist The first— the conversion of a larg^ proportion 
oC the Stock loans of the bank into investments of a 
more active character. The loans had been for the 
roost part made to individuals, who were riot able to pay, 
and whose stock being therefore forfeited to the Bank, 
became in fact a diminution of its efficient capital. This 
stock being sold produced a direct profit of ^1,000 per 
annum — the difference between the employment of 
the proceeds, and the highest dividends on Uie stock 
while it remained part of the capital-r-besides enablinp^ 
the bank to multiply and extend its connexions in busi- 
ness, and give greater activity to its operations. 

2d. But the second measure alluded to by the com- 
mittee which wrought the most important change in the 
situation of the Bank — ^that which may be considered 
as decisive of its usefulness and prosperity— relates to 
the nature and extent of the circulation of its notes. — 
The issue and circulation of its notes by a bank is among 
the most natural and legitimate sources of its profits. — 
To the Bank of the U. S. established for the purpose 
of supplying and sustaining a sound currency, the inabi- 
fity to maintain a cumulation in any degree correspond- 
ing witii its capita], was therefore both injurious to its 
ifiterests and fatal to its usefulness. This inability was 
supposed to arise from the provision in the charter — 
making the notes of the bank universally receivable for 
duties to the government— which it was presumed 
would oblige the bank to provide funds in many places 
to pay the same note, and conseauently require a great- 
er nind of spede than of note^ tnus caunng the bank to 
diminish rather than increase tiie amount of the sound 
currency. The consequence was, that the bank was 
apprehensive of issuing its notes freely, particularly in 
tne southern and western states, but often felt itself ob- 
liged to resort to the issue of the notes of the State 
Banks. The whole amount of its own notes in circula- 
tion on the 1st of January, 1823, was $4»589,000. At 
the meeting of the stockholders on the first of October 
1822, this subject was presented for consideration^ and 
it was recommended, that application should be made 
to Congress, for an alteration of the charter in that par- 
ticular. In compliance with the vfiA of the stockhold- 
. ers, application was made to Congress and the request 
was aeclined, as it had previouuy been. Obli^dby 
this refund to rely on their own resources and their own 
responsibility, the Board of Directors adopted a course, 



the success of which has, in the view of this committee^ 
laid the foundation of the present prosperity of the in- 
stitution. It would lead the committee beyond the 
proper limits of a report to state in detail the reason of 
this course, but the principle on which it was founded 
was briefly this: 

That the universal receivability of, the notes 
of the bank Wfs of no disadvantage if the local 
currency of the place where the notes were issued was 
sound; and it was the duty of the Bank to the United 
States, and within its power, to make it sound. Ac- 
cordingly they pursued the system of issuing fVeely and 
exclusively their own notes— of receiving generally the 
notes of solvent State Banks, and making mquent set- 
tlements with them, thus improviitg the currency by in- 
troducing the notes of the Bank of the United States, 
and by preventing the Over issues of the State Banks. 
By a gradual and judicious execution of this plan the 
effect followed, that without private or general suffer- 
ing^without causing the failure of any Bank, or any 
indiindua]; andnithout inconvenience to the Bank of 
the United States, the banking operations of the coun- 
try have been brought under an efficient control; and a 
large amount of the notes of the Bank of the United 
States have been gradually substituted for the depred- 
ated or doubtful currency, which was so injurious to the 
southern and western states. This signal triumph over 
the greatest of all the difficulties of the bank, for the 
achievement of which a debt of lasting gfratitude is due 
to the able officer who presides over the institution, has 
dissipated all the doubts entertained of its power to 
supply the necessary amount of notes, and has perma- 
nenUy fixed the basts of a wid^ extended and profK- 
able usefulness. 

The means thus derived from the increase of notes 
and the sale of stock, were devoted to discounts and 
loans, particulariy to that class of loans which are at once 
the safest and the most useful — ^the discount of bilb of 
exchange. ' With these means the bank has been ena- 
bled to extend its operations in both foreign and domes- 
tic exchange, in such a manner as greatly to enhance 
the profits of its business, at the same time that it has 
afforded fiu;ility and security to the commercial transac- 
tions of the country. As an illustration of the progress 
of this branch of business — the most valuable to tiie 
bank, as being the fH'eat auidliary of its circulation— 
the committee remark, that the amount of domestic ex- 
change purchased by the bank in the year en&g the 
Ist of July,. 1828, was $22,084,222, on which the profit 
was $451,203 17; whilst the profit on the pmvbase of 
domestic exchange in 1828, was $95,240 25, and thus it 
appears, tiiat the profit on domestic exchange has in- 
creased to an amount so great, as considerably to ex- 
ceed all the expenses of tne bank. 

To exhibit the effects of this system, the commiltce 
present a comparison between the existing state of the 
bank as mentioned above, and that reported by the com- 
mittee of stockholders in October, 1822. 

StaU of the Bank, Jhigmt 30, 1 823. 
Capital paid in $34,992,139 63 

The Circulation 5,456»891 90 

Deposits— Public 3,559,792 96 

Private 3,216,699 78 

6^776^493 74 

Doe to sundry Offices and Banks, and to 

individuals in Europe, 1,964,898 36 

Unchumed Dividends, 129,741 28 

Contingent Fund to meet losses, 3,743,899 00 

Disc't Exch. and Int. since July, 388;237 Gl 

Profit and Loss, 51,897 07 



DISTRIBUTED. 
Funded Debt, 
Loans, viz: 
Personal securi^ 



$ 53,504,196 99 

$13,020,469 27 
22,072,405 46 
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Funded debt 


67,928 13 


Domestic bills 


3,713,760 30 


Debt of Smith & B. 


1,357,457 23 


Forei^ bills 


24.599 76 


Bank stock 


5,974,725 80 


Mortgages, 


8,000 00 




g<joiftp7f ^ft 


Due by banks, Ice. 


1,650,869 73 


Real Estate, 


587,102 38 


Bonus, Premium, &c. 


1,180,880 00 


Banking Houses, 
Notes of SUte Banks, 


834,922 15 


664.642 56 


Specie 


3,346,434 22 




153,504,196 99 


State of the Bank, jiuguH 1, 1828. 


Capital pMd, 


34,996,269 63 


The Circulation, 


13,045,760 71 


Depottta— Public, 


7,301,746 43 


Prirate, 


6,563,479 06 




13,865,225 49 


Due to aondxy banks and to individuals in 


Europe 


1,054,361 29 


Cnclaimed Dividends 


456,005 76 


Contingent fund to meet losses 4,380,645 53 


Diact. Exch. and Interest 


378,378 87 


Profit and Loss 


1,518,298 61 




#69,694,945 89 


Funded Debt 


16,930,969 51 


Loans: — 




Personal security. 


29,316,745 45 


Funded debt 


142.212 73 


Domestic bills 


6,013,890 15 


Smith and B. 


612,760 44 


Foreign bills 


340,185 93 


Bank stock 


1,850,380 56 


Mortgfages 


79,907 38 


Debts chargeable to con 


• 


tin^ent fhnd 


2,228,678 21 




40,584.760 85 


Real restate 


2,292,652 11 


Bonus, "Premium, Stc. 


755.529 86 


Bankin^r Houses 
Ifbtes (^ State Banks 


1,079,926 48 


1,458,099 7S 


Specie 


6,593,007 35 



$69,694,945 89 

Tlie preceding statements exhibit an increase in the 

Capital of 4,130 00 

Circulation 7,588,858 81 

DeposiU 7,088,732 75 

Dividends unclaimed 326,264 48 

Contingent Fund 536,746 53 

Profit and Loss 1,466,401 54 
In the investments the foregoing show an increase in the 

Funded Debt owned by the Bank, of $3,910,500 24 

Loans 8,365,884 17 

Real EMate 1,705,549 73 

Banking Houses 245,004 33 

Notes of State Banks 793,457 17 

Specie 3,246,573 13 



And they represent a 
decrease in the debt of 
State Banks of 
Bonusy kc. 



#18,266,968 77 



#1,650,869 73 
425,350 14 



-2,076,219 87 



Making a total increase of 



$16.190;748 90 



212 99 greater than in the year ending on the 1st of July 
1822--and #979,789 30 greater than the average of the 
three years preceding the Ist of July 1822. I'his com* 
parison will be more striking if made between the semi- 
annual periods of the 1st January 1823, and the 1st July 
1828, presenting an improvement in the resources of 
the Bank of upwards of twenty one millions of dollars, 
and an increase of circulation sjul deposits of more thsoi 
sixteen millions of dollars. 

This exhibition is calculated to show that the Stock- 
holders of the Bank of the United States are derivin|^ 
important advantages from the successful prosecution of 
a system of measures, which not only produces profit 
to the stockholders, but furnishes to the community a 
convenient, sound and highly useful currency; and the 
committee, at the same time that they approve the svs- 
tem which has been practically shown to be wise, feel 
it to be proper to notice and commend the activity and 
energy which have been exercised by the Officers of 
Uie Bank, to preserve the purity of this currency, and 
save the community from the evils of its being counter- 
feited. 

The committee deem themselves justified in statingv 
as the general result of their examination, that the a^ 
fairs of the institution are in a highly prosperous condi- 
tion; conducted upon proper banking principles, in the 
general scheme of its administration, and in the detaila 
of its management; that after making provision for its 
apprehended losses, it has a surplus fund of #1,518^000^ 
and that every thing indicates a continuance of its pre- 
sent prosperity. 

In conclusion, the committee submit to the conside- 
ration of the Stockholders the following resolutions: 

Resolved, That this meeting has received with great 
satisfaction the Report of the state of the Bank, Which 
has been made to it by the President, in conformity with 
the provisions of the charter, inasmuch as that Report 
exhibits to the Stockholders, in a clear and satisfactory 
manner, that the concerns of the Institution are in a se^ 
cure and prosperous condition. 

Resolved, That this meeting is deeply impressed with 
the conviction that the business of this Institutioil haa 
been conducted by the President and Directors upon 
such sound and wise practical principles, as to ensure 
its prosperity; to enable it to be extensively useful to 
the commumty; to entitle it to the confidence of the 
nation; and to make it not only a private, but a great 
public benefit. 

Resolved, That the thanks of this meeting be pre- 
sented to the President of the bank, for his able, faith- 
ful and devoted services in the administration of the con^ 
cems of this Institution; and that he be respectfiilly as- 
sured, that he has earned the gratitude and the confi- 
dence of the Stockholders. 

Ch. Chaohcit, 

ALSXlNDXa Hs^BT, 

Caow. EvAirs, 
C* J. I^roxBsouL, 

JaXES ROKALDSOjr, 

Jaxzs C. Fisbxx. 
Philadelphia^ Sept. 2, 1828. 

The meeting then adjourned sine die. 

ROBERT RALSTON, ^ 
Chatrmatu 
Josxpff HxxPHiu, Secrttary. 

IMPROVEMENTS IN THE NECK. 
Extract from a letter of Dr. Charles Caldwdl, of Phi- 
kdelphia, to Dr. J. £. White, of Saiannah^ 

Directly to the southward ef the city of Philadelphia 
(properly so called) lies the district of Southwark; and 
to the southward of that agun, but immediately adjoin- 
ing it, a low and level traet of land,* denominated the 
Neck. This tract which is situate between the rivera 
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xlow, shaded, however, from the rays of the sun by a 
"plentiful growth of forest timber and underwood. A 
considerable rangfe of forest trees stood also between 
it and the southern extreme of the city. 

On the first settlement of Philadelphia, no inconve- 
nience was sustained by its inhabitants, from the proxi- 
mity of the Neck, because its soil lay under so deep a 
«hade, that no septic exhalations could be generated in 
it to contaminate the atmosphere. Nor did this humid 
tract of land- prove productive of disease among the ci-^ 
tizcns, even after it begun to be stript of its woody cov- 
-ermg, while the rang^ of forest trees stood as a guard 
between it and the city. But when the British army 
had possession of Philadelphia, during the revolution- 
ary war, this cordon of timber was cut down to serve as 
fttel for the troops. The consequence was precisely 
what ought to have been, and no doubt by many was 
Anticipated. The septic exhalations from the half cul- 
tiv^ited Neck now found their way to the city, particu- 
larlv into the southern and nearest part of it, markmg 
their footsteps with disease and death. 

But this evil, formidable as it was for a time, was not 
without a remedy. Nor was it long before this remedy 
was applied. The increasing population of the city, 
with the concomitant increase of trade and commerce 
gav6 life and vigour to ag^cuiture in all the adjacent 
conntry. Tliis was particularly the case in the Neck, 
the soil and situation of which were found peculiarly 
fikvourable to the g^wtli of grass, fruit trees, and escu- 
lent vegetables of almost every description. For many 
years past, this whole tract of land (now one of the 
most valuable in the United States) has presented a vast 
extent, almost unbroken of meadow and garden, under 
the highest cultivation But very IKtle superfluous 
moisture now prevails in it, and the process of putrefac- 
tion has scarcely an existence. 

The result of this happy revolution in the agriculture 
of the Neck, must be sufficiently obvious to you. The 
tpact of land, once so pestiferous, has ceased to pour 
forth its streams of febrile poison along our streets, and 
Philadelphia is now, except when visited by maligiiant 
fever, one of the healthiest cities in the world. 

The mere cultivation of grass and esculent veg^ta- 
bles,has then, without an intervening range of tree>, (for 
the trees have never been i*estored) rescued our city 
from the exhalations of the Neck. 

American B^utar, 1809. 

TOASTS 
Oiveri at York, in Pennsylvania, by the bearers of 

the flags, in the procession formed to celebrate the 

progress of the Federal Constitution. July 4, 1788. 
Toast given hy the bearer ofthejlag of the UnUed States. 

May our powers explore every inlet of the habitable 
globe — our flag ride triumphant on every ocean. May 
Impartiality wield the sword of Justice, and Impetuosity 
the sword of War. 

Pb^ of the state of Permgyhania, The state of Penn- 
^Ivania— may she hold the federal bidance, and become 
the.arbitress of the continent 

Magistrates^ Fhg, May Justice with her sword pro- 
tect her scales — may notiungbut righteousness turn the 
beam, and may she write on !lo|)histry what convulsed 
Belshazzar, *< thou art weighed in the balance, and art 
found wanting." 

. /Wmetv* fla^> Perpetual laurels to the men y^o 
have "beaten the sword of civil dissention into a ploucfh- 
afcare**— who have sown the seed of good government: 
may it spring up without tares, and may each re^rdvlng 
harvest witness its increase. 

Mfuona and BriMtyere fJag. May the component 
parts of the Federal edifice be squared* by the plummet 
oflmpartiid Justice, inseparably attidhbd by the cement 
oTcitizenahip. 

CkekandWakhMUIert^Fk^, Mt^T Virtue- he ihe 



main spring of our Government — ^Patriotiim keep its 
works in order. May the popular voice wind up it» 
chain, and may its hand point to the public good. 

Bakers. May an oven ** seven times heated" be the 
fate of him whose only objects are the '* Ipaves and 
fishes." 

Stocking Weavers. May he who first broached the 
formationof a new government, have a wreath of lau- 
rels twisted round his brow, and a gaiiand of honorary 
flowers wove for his reward. 

Taylors. May Fate with her shears -cut the thread of 
that man's life, Fame dishonour him with the name of 
Goose, and Society baste him, who endeavours to Cab- 
bage from his country. 

Coppersmiths and Founders. Blay we be brazed to- 
gether by a love of country as by borax and spelter^ and 
rivetted by an energetic government. 

Betters. As of\en as me w^eel of time revolyes this 
day, let gratitude tell of the heroes, who were provca 
as by fire{ and may a tear of remembrance fall for such 
as were cracked. 

Bough Carpenters. May his head be divorced fh>ni 
his body by the broad axe of iustice, who does not 
square his conduct by the rule of right. 

House Carpenters. The new political mansion — ^May 
its apartments be commodious— may three raflera be 
added to the ten which already support its roof: and 
may its lights be great and many. 

blackiiuiths. May the thirteen states be welded into 
one united empire, by the hammer of conciliation on the 
anvil of peace; and may the man who attempts to blow 
the coals of discord, be burned by the sparks. ^ 

Naiiors. May our government be well pointed and 
liave a good bead. 

Painters. The new constitution in its true colours; 
neither caricatured nor flattered, and may the brush of 
investigation correct the glare of light given by its friends^ 
and the profusion of bhade thrown on it by its enemies. 

Glaziers. May the Paine remain forever uncwcked, 
that threw light on tlie subject of our late war, and nriay 
the rays of truth be drawn to a focus by the glass of |^- 
nius. > ' 

Sadkrs. A curb bit and a ti-averse rein to the impor- 
tation of foreign luxuries; and may the man wlio denies 
his encouragement to home manufactures be stirruped 
round the world. 

Hatters. May he who twangs the bow of tumult, he 
stripped to the pelt, then dipped in a kettle of black- 
ing; may his head be brought to the block, and their 
union constitute his character. 

Shoe and Bootmakers. May we wax a great and happy 
nation; be bound by principles of mutual regard, actii^ 
ated as by one soul, and may our prosperity as a people* 
last until the end of time. 

Breeches makers and Skinners. May he be shorn 
against the grain, smoked and welted» who has not 
brwns to know that the bands of the old gv.vcmuient 
were too loose. 

Tobacconists. May the leaves of antifederalism be 
twisted together, and fastened by thorns, or be rolled 
into tubes, and end in a puff. 

Wagon Makers. Three more spokes' to oyr new 
wheel^^ federal band for its tire— a willing people for 
its axis— political wisdom to set it in motion; and msy 
its progrcsa pevcr be retarded by the lock chain ot op- 
position. 

Saddle4ree makers. As we are chips of the same 
block; branches from the same tree, may we be glued' 
together by a general efficient government. 

Bhe Dyers and Stan^ers. VLsy Fame stamp immor^ 
talitv on their names who have died for our country. 

Tanners and Curriers. Hay every limb of that msat 
be hacked— may he be leathei-ed throu^ society — and 
have his hide completely tanned — who is mean enough 
to curry fav6ur. 

Weavers. For e>^ honour^ be the nanes of thcse^ 
wlwi rejeetin|r«^^^'^^^i'^^^o^^^ ^^ wfcb, hiCM 



Digitized by 



Googh 



1098.] 



REVOLT OF tHE PENNSYLVANU UN£. 



ist 



cut it oat of the loom, and wove another to clothe the 
pofitjcal nakedness of theur country. 

Tin pbtU worktrs, Maj the shears of liberality and 
extended polis^ cat away local prejudices, and may the 
late heat of pobtical disquisition only tend to melt the 
cement that is to solder us to|^ther. 

Scythe and 8Ukk Maken, May the sickle of indus- 
try be filled with heavy harvests, until Time with his 
acythe shall mow down empires and ages. 

Butchers. As the marrow b connected with the bone, 
OP one joint with another, so let us be united, and may 
no cleaver ever disjoint us. 

GunamUht, When the implements of war are requi- 
site to defend our country's rights, or resent her wronp, 
may co<^ess take the sight, and courage draw the tng- 

«^ . 

jyinierg. May no government be so potent as to re- 
strain the liberW of the press, or so impotent as not to 
be able to check its licentiousness. 

Brewers, May he be choaked with the grains, or 
drowned in his ale, whose business it is to brew mischief. 

Barbers. Hot curling irons and a dull razor, to the 
enemies of our new ^stem, and, notwithstanding the 
wig they once took upon them, may they remain as 
they now are, in the suds. 

Turners. Mky the anti-federalists be "turned from 
the evil of their ways," and be held no long^er in the 
vice of groundless opposition. 

Coopers. May the new government prove a binding 
hoop to the states, and never sniTer them to go to staves. 

Briek^makers. The materials which compose our 
new constitution — ^may they sustain the heat of party 
imge without a crack, and come out more perfect from 
the kiln of Action. 

• Bept Makers. May tlie production of our trade be 
the neck-cloth of him, who attempts to untwist the po- 
litical rope of our union. 

Mathinatieal Instrument Makers. The political com- 
pass-^ it has been jfraduated by the finger of accuracy, 
may it prove our guide in the winds of legislation, and 
preserve its counterpoise, however shaken by the 
atorms of foreign invasion or domestic broit 

Joiners. The unanimity which augurs that thehatchet 
ihall soon be buried. 

Stsrveyors. May the needle of the new government 
be magnetized by an honest love of fame, and make the 
applause of the people its pole— may the sights be taken 
by the pervading eye of genius — the courses be shaped 
by integrity — and may there )>e no variation from nation- 
al honour. 

Merchants, The new co?wtitution— may it prove 100 
per cent, better than the old one; may justice, mercy, 
and wisdom, be found in the invoice ofits excellencies: 
and may its nett proceeds be good oixler at home, and 
respect in the councils of Europe. 

Lawyers. A mild judge, a believing jury, a blun- 
dering opponent, a good cause, a handsome fee, and a 
federal client, to every advocate of our infant constitu- 
tion. 

Phyaieians. The political physicians, who in place 
of mending have made a constitution — may it retain its 
heahh and vigour, without the aid of medicine, and may 
the quack undergo, at the same time, the double opera- 
tion of cathartic and emetic, who prescribes bleeding. 

AN ACCOUNT 

Of the Bevoit of the Pennsyhania Line, Jan. 1,1781. 

As the public will probably expect some account of 
the ^te unhappy movements in the Pennsylvania Line, 
and the proceedings bad thereupon^ we have, from au- 
thentic documents, enabled ourselves to give the fol- 
lowing concise nairative of that transaction. 
^ It appears that considerable discontents bad for some 
time taken place amon^ the soldiers, on account of Un- 
certain enlistments, deficiencies of clothing, arrearages 
of pay, and the depreciation of the currrncv} wbichj as 
Vol. II. 20 



yet, extended no farther than private cortpbunts and * 
murmurs. Whatever real causes of discontent, in sone 
of these particulars, might have been occasioned by the 
public necessities^ owinp* to disappbintments, unavoicf- 
able in times of war and invasion,- it is evident, that they 
were greatly exa^rated by the influence of tod rrcirt 
a mixture of British deserters in the PennsylVinfia' line'. 
It b more than probable, that this dissatisfiu^tion would 
not have assumed the formidable aspect in which it af- 
terwards appeared, had not concutrent drcumatanoet 
administered the occasion. 

New Year's day, being a day of customary festivity* 
an extra proportion of rum was served out to the sol- 
diers. ^ This, toother with what they were able to pur- 
chase in the ncip^hbourhoad of the line, was sufficient 
to inflame the minds of men, alreadv pre-disposed by i 
mixture of real and imaginary injunes, to break forttf 
into outrage and disorder. As soon as nig^t came on,' 
the camp was ob8er%'ed to be in great connision, and by 
eleven o'clock became quite tumultuous^ the ttoepi 
avowedly threw of all obedience and prepared t6.iVUui&\ 
In vain did gen. Wayne, and the ofllicersof the line, ex- 
ert themselves to reduce the mutiny and restore ofder 
and discipline; the affair had gone too fiir to yield to 
their exertions, and one of the officers unhappily lost 
his life in the attempt. 

At length the line left their camp, in a roost tunmi' 
tuous and disorderly manner, and marched toPrineeton* 
where they fixed their quarters. 

General Wayne^ uncertain whether this mtltiny aroto 
from British influence and disaffection, or only from the 
grievances they ho loudly complained of, thought it moU 
prudent to get this disoiderly body, if possible, organs 
zed into some reg^ularity, in which situation the muti- 
neers might be treated with and the truth discovered. 
To this he was the more encouraged as tliey bad re- 
peatedly and in the strongest terms denied the least 
tincture of disaffection, or any intentions of deserting 
to the enemy. He accordingly recommended it to theik 
to choose a number of Serjeants, to sit as a hoM. and 
represent their ^evances, so that redress might be had^ 
if their complamts should appear to be well fbufiSed. 
This advice they readilv attended to; a board of Ser- 
jeants was accordingly formed^ and the businest teeott^ 
to put on a more manageable appearance. 

Intelligence of this affair was soon conveyed to New 
York. The enemy were highly elated on the occaaiea» 
and exerted themselves to the utmost, not abating their 
diligfence, although the rain poured down incessanthr. 
Four or five thousand troops were inmiediately embaiK* 
ed, in order to make a descent on Jersey at South Am- 
boy, under a full persuasion that the Pennsylvania line 
waited only an opportunity to join the British troopi.-*- 
They were confirnfed in this idea by a person frow 
Woodbridge, who went over to Staten Uand Knd in- 
formed, that such was the determination of the board of 
sergeants. 

On the arrival of this news at Philadelpfaia» the pre- 
sident of the state, and a committee of CongreaSf attend- 
ed by the Pennsylvania troop of horse, set out Ibr Tttm* 
ton. 

In tbe mean time, some negociations had taken fhfff^ 
between the board of Serjeants and General Wajrne, bdt 
not to any effect. The general was yet in doubt as to 
the real dengns of the mutineers; but a circumittote 
now occurred, which seemed to evince the fidelity of 
the discontented troops. A spy fhun New York, attend' 
ed by a gfiude, appeared before the board of seijc^nti^ 
with a paper, rolled in sheet lead* intiroatiag that if ^t 
Pennsylvania would direct thehr inarch towaidi ft^utli 
Kver, a lai^ body of British troops should beieidy to 
receive them; and promising very lar^ emoluments to 
every soMicr who should thus desert his eonntnr's eauie. 
No sooner did this emissary make his errand kAown, 
but the board of sergeants rejected the proposal with 
disdain, and seat the spy with us cooq»ciiiioW«iider gii^ 
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ta General Wayne, with a resene, howryer, that they 
should.be re-<lelivered to the board if demanded. 

President Reed havinfiTf on the 6th, advanced near 
Princeton, (being al»o fully*authorised by the commit- 
tee of Cong^ss to make propositions) wrote a letter to 
General Wayne, in which he expressed some doubts as 
to the propriety of ^n^ within the piquets of the in- 
surg^ts. This letter being shown to the Serjeants, they 
iramedvlttely wrote to the president in these words: — 
•*Your excellency need not be in the least afraid or ap- 
prehensive of any iri:pgfularities or ill treatment, that the 
whole line will be vdy happy how expedient your ex- 
cellency would be, in settling tlie unhappy affair." 

Encourag'ed by these circumstances, but without any 
great confidence in them, more especially as the board 
of Serjeants had demanded the spies from Gen. Wayne, 
and at this-timc had them in possession, his excellency 
determined to venture amongst them. That he had no 
firm dependence on their pacific assurances, appears by 
a passage in a letter written to the vice president, at Phi- 
ladelphia, just before he went into Princeton; wherein 
he says, — **I haye but one life, and my countiy has the 
first claam to it. I therefore go with the cheerfulness 
which attends performing a necessary, tliough not a plea- 
sant duly'.** Upon his entry into Princeton the whole 
line was drawn up for his reception, and every mark of 
military honour and respect shown him. Af^er this in- 
terview tlie negociation commenced in regular form. — 
Daring the treaty the president had the address to per- 
suistde the mutineers to advance to Trenton; for, not- 
withstanding all favourable appearances, he still remain- 
ed jealous of their situation. 

After a correspondence of some days, in which great 
tenacioasness was shown on the part of the malcontents, 
and equity with firmness on the part of his excellency, 
articles of agreement were finally asse'nted to and con- 
firmed on both sides. 
^The articles were as follow, viz: 

Proposals made to the non-commissioned Officers and 

Sjldiers of the Pennsylvania line, at Princeton, Jan. 

rth, 1781. 

His excellency Joseph Reed, Esq. prendent, and 
the honourable brigadier-general Potter, of the council 
of Pennsylvania, having heard the complaints of the 
■oldiers, as represented by the sergeants, inform them, 
thict they are fully authorized to redress reasonable griev- 
aoces, and they have the fullest disposition to make 
them as easy as possible; for which end they propose. 

First, That no non-commissioned officer or soldier 
shall be detained beyond the time for which he freely 
Mid voluntarily engaged: but where they appear to have 
been in any respect compelled to enter or sign, such en- 
listment to be deemed void, and the soldier discliarged. 

Secondly, To settle who are and who are not bound to 
stay, three persons to be appointed by the president and 
council,* who are to examine into the terms of enlist- 
ment; where the original enlistments cannot be found, 
the soldier's oath to be admitted, to prove the time and 
terms of enlistment, and the soldier to be discharged 
upon his oath of the condition of the enlistment 

Thirdly, Wherever any soldier has enlisted for three 
years or during the war, he is to be discharged, unless 
he shall appear afterwards to have re-eidisted volunta- 
rily and freely. The gratuity of one hundred dolUrs 
given by Congress, not to be reckoned as a bounty, or 
any men detamed in consequence of that gratuity. The 
commissioners to be appointed by the preudent and 
council, to adjust any difficulties which may arise on 
this article also. 

Fourthly, The auditors to attend as soon as possible, 
.to settle the depreciation with the soldiers, and give 
them certificates. Their arrearages of pay to be made 
up as soon aj» circumstances will admit. 

FifUily, A pair of shoes, overalls and shirt will be de- 
livered to each soldier in a few days, as they are ali^ady 
purchased and ready to be sent forward, whenever the 



line shall be settled. Those who are discharged to re^ 
ceive the above articles at Trenton, producing the g«« 
neral*6 discharge. 

The prendent hopes, that no soldier of the Penn^t' 
vania line will break his bargain, or gofirom tbe contract 
made with the public, and they may depend upon it» 
that the utmost oare will be taken to furnish them witli 
every necessary fitting for a soldier. 

The president will recommend to the- state to tak« 
some favourable notice of those who engaged for the 
war. 

The commissioners will attend at Trenton, where the 
clothing and the stores will be immediately brought^ 
and the regiments to be settled with in their order. A. 
field officer of each regiment to attend during tbe set- 
tlement of his regiment 

Pursuant to General Wayne's orders of the 3d instant, 
no man to be brought to any trial or censure for what- 
has happened on or since new year's day, but all Btat-^ 
ters to be buried in oblivion. 

JOS. REED, 
JAMES POITEB. 

On the conclusion of the above articles the twoetnis' 
sai'ies were again delivered up; but his excellency haT- 
ing been informed bv General Wayne, that at the time 
they were first brought to him, he had promised the tW9 
solaiers who conducted them fifty guineas each, as a re- 
ward for their fidelity, he determined to fulfil this en- 
gagement; and accordingly sent for those men, and o£ 
fered them the promised gratuity. This, however, they 
declined accepting, saying, that they only obeyed the 
orders of their superiors 3ie board of sergfeants. The 
hundred guineas were then offered to the board of aeiv 
geants, who returned this remarkable answer: — "Agree* 
able to the information of two sergeants o^ our board, 
who waited on your excellency, that in consideration of 
the two spies, tliey informed the remainder of the board, 
that your excellency has been pleased to offer a sam ct 
gold, as a compensation for our fidelity; but as it ha» 
not been for the sake, or through any expectation of re- 
ceiving a reward, but for the zeal and love of our coun- 
try, that we sent them immediately to General Wajnnc, 
we therefore do not consider ourselves entitled to any 
other reward but the love of our country, and do jointly 
agree, tha,t we shall accept <^no other." 

The two spies were tried by a court martial on tbe 
10th, and being duly convicted, were executed on tbe 
Uth, agreeable to their sentence, near the great roed 
leading from Philadelphia to Trenton ferry. 

However unjustifiable tile conduct of the Pennsylva- 
nia line may and ought to be deemed in the first instance, 
it must be acknowledged, thitt they conducted them- 
selves in the business, culpable as it was, with unexpect- 
ed order and regularity. And their fidelity in refusini^ 
the large offers made by the enemy, in delivering op the 
spies, and in refusing the hundred guineas they had so 
justly merited, exhibits an instance of true patriotism 
and disinterestedness, not to be found amongst merce- 
nary troops, who bear arms for pay and subsistence only, 
uninspired by their country's rirhts, or th^usticeof the 
cause which they have engagea to support 

In pursuance of the articles agreed to, and the plan 
adopted, commissioners have been appointed to settle 
with the discontented soldiers, man by man; their terma 
of enlistment carefully enquired into; their wants sup- 
plied, money advanced on account of pay, and certifi- 
cates given xov the remainder. The commissionen bare 
already made a considerable progress in this business, to 
general satisfactioiv and this disagreeable affair is likeljr 
to have a better isdue than could have been expected 
from its first appearance. — Penn* Packet. 

* This appointment was made afterwards by the com- 
mittee oC Congress, as the most proper channel of au^ 
thorily. 
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DR. RAMSAY'S ACCOUNT. 

Thoug^h General Arnold's address to his countrymen 
produced no effect, 1n detaching' the soldiery of Ameri- 
ca from the unproductive service of Congress, their stea- 
diness could not be accounted for, from any melioration 
of their circumstances. They still remained without 
pay, and wifliout such clothing as the season req^uired. 
They could not be induced, to enter the British service, 
but their complicated distresses at length broke out into 
deliberate mutiny. This event wbich had been long ex- 
pected, made its first threatening appearance in the 
Pennsylvania line. The common soldiers enlisted in 
that itate, were for the most part natives of Ireland, but 
though not bound* to America by the accidental tie' of 
birth, Acy were inferior to none in discipline, courage, 
or attachmtnt to the ctuse of independence. - They had 
been but a few months before, the most active instru- 
ments in quelling a mutiny of the Connecticut troops, 
mud had on all occanons done their duty to admiration. 
An ambiguity in the terms of their enlistment, furnished 
a pretext for their coimct. A ^eat part of them were 
enlisted for three years or during the war, the three 
years were expired, and the men insisted that the choice 
of ataying or going remained with them, while tlie offi- 
cort contended that the choice was in the state. 

The mutiny was excited by the non commissioned 
officers and privates, in the night of the 1st of January 
1781, artd toon became so universal in the line of that 
state as to defy all opposition. The whole, except three 
regtments, upon asigiial for the purpose, turned out un- 
der anns without their officers, and declared for a re- 
dress of grievances. The officers in vain endeavoured 
to quell them. Several were wounded, and a capfain 
was killed in attempting it. General Wayne presented 
his pistols, as if about to fire on them; they held their 
bayonets to his breast and said, ''we love and respect 
you, but if you fire you are a dead man. " •• We are not 
going to the enemy, on the contrary, if they were now 
Co come out, you should see us fight under your orders 
with as much alacrity as ever; but we will be no longer 
anused, we are determined on obtaining what is our 
just due." Deaf to arguments and entreaties, they, to 
the number of thirteen hundred moved off in a body 
fh>m Morristown, and proceeded in good order with 
their arms and six field pieces to Princeton. I'hey 
elected temporary officers from their own body, and ap- 
pointed a sergeant major, who had formerly deserted 
worn the Briti^ Mrmy, to be their commander. Gen. 
Wiyne forwarded provisions after them, to prevent their 
pkindering ^e country for their subsistence. They in- 
vaded no man's property, (artlier than their immediate 
necesatiea made unavoidable. sThis was readily sub- 
mitted to by the inhabitants, who had long been used to 
exactiom of the same kind, levied for similar purposes 
by thehr lawful rulers. They professed that they had 
no object in yiew, but to obtain what was justly due to 
them, nor were their actions inconsistent with that pro- 
temiotL 

Congress sent a committee of their body, consisting 
of General Sullivan, Mr. Mathews, Mr. Atlee and Dr. 
Witherspoon* to procure an accommodation. The re- 
volters were resolute in refusing any terms, of which a 
fedress of their grieyances was not the foundation. — 
Erery thing asked of their country, the;^ might at any 
time after Uie Gth of January, have obtained from the 
Brifisby by pasnng over into New York. This they re- 
fined. Their swerings had exhausted their patience 
but not their patriotism. Sir Henry Clinton» by confi- 
dential messengers, offered to take them under Uie pro- 
tection of the British govemment^to pardon all their 
Mst oflTences-^to have Uie pay due them from Congress 
ndtfafiiDjr made up, ^thout any expectation of mifitary 
service m return, although it would be received if yo- 
InnUrily offered. It was reoommended to them to move 
bd^nd the South riyer, and it was promised, that a de- 
tachment of British troops should be in readiness for 
their protection u soon as desired. In the mean time. 



the troops pafted over from New York to Statcn Island* 
and the necessary an-angements were made for moving 
them into New Jersey, whensoever they mightbewan^ 
ed. The royal commander was not le!w disappointed 
than surprised to find that the faitliful, though revoHm|r 
soldiers, disdained his oflVi-s. Tlie messengers of Sir 
Henry Clinton were seized and delivered to gen. Wayne. 
President Reed and General Potter were appointed, by 
the council of Pennsylvania, to accommodate matters 
with the revolters. They met them at Princeton, and 
agreed to dismiss all whose terms of enlistment ^*/* 
completed, and admitted the oath of each soldier to Ijc 
evidence in his own case. A board of officers tried and 
condemned the British spies, and they were instantly 
executed. President Reed offered a purse of 100 gui- 
neas to the mutineers, as a reward of their fidelity, m 
delivering up the spies; but they refused to accept it, 
saying ««That what tliey had done was only a duty they 
owed their country, and that they neither desired nor 
would receive anv reward but the approbation of that 
country, for which they had so oOcn fought and bled.' 
By these healing measures the revolt was completely 
quelled; but the complaints of the soldiers being found- 
ed in justice, were first redressed. Those whose time 
of service was exp'u-ed obtained iheir discharges, and 
others had their arrears of pay in a g^eat measure made 
up to them. A general amnesty closed the business. 

BIOGRAPHY— WILIAAM BRADFORD, Esa. 

[from THX rORT FOLIO.] 

WiixTAM BBADFORD^an American lawyer of eminence, 
was bom in Philadelphia, September 14th, 1755, and 
was placed early under the particular care of a very re- 
spectable and worthy clcrgynmn a few miles from this 
city, from whom he received the rudiments of an edu- 
cation which was afterwards improved to the greatest 
advantage, and under the tuition of this excellent pre- 
ceptor he remained, with little interruption, until he 
was fit to enter college. It was at this time that h^ 
father had formed a plan of keeping him at home, and 
of bringing him up in the insurance office which he 
tlien conducted, but so strong was the love of learning 
implanted in the young n^ind of his son, that neither per- 
suasion, nor hopes of pecuniary advantage, could pre- 
vail with him to abandon the hopes of a liberal educa- 
tion, and he voluntarily offered to resign every expecU- 
tion of the former from his father to obtain the advan- 
tages of the latter, by a regular course of studies. Ac- 
cordingly in the spring of 1769, he was sent to Prince- 
ton, and entered the college of Nassau Hall, then under 
the direction of the laje learned and pious Dr. John 
Witherspoon, where he continued with gi*eat benefit to 
himself till the fall of 1772, when he received the hon- 
ours of the college by a degree of bachelor of arts, and 
in 1775 that of A. M. During his residence at this sc 
minary he was greatly beloved by hb fellow studenhj, 
while he confirm<jd the expectations of his friends and 
the faculty of the college, by giving repeated evi- 
dence of genius and taste, and at the public com- 
mencement had one of the highest honours of the clsM 
conferred upon him. 

He contmued at Princeton tUl the year .following, 
during which time an opportunity was afforded him of 
attenSng Dr. Witherspoon's excellent lectures on theo- 
logy; and, from this usefiil teacher he received much in- 
formation and general knowledge; afler which he return- 
ed to the scenes of his youth, and spent seytral months 
under the instruction of his first reverend preceptor, who 
strove to prepare him for future usefulness by his piety, 
experience, and knowledge of the world. 

Thus fitted for active lire, af^er consullmg his own in- 
clinations, and the advice of his friends, he fixed on the 
study of the law, which he commenced under the late 
honourable Edward Shippen, Esq. then one of the coun- 
cil of the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania, and late chief 
justh^e of this stale, wl^ere he prosecuted his studies 
with his usual diligence and unwearied application. 
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{ii the spring of 1776 he was called upon by the pecu- 
liar circumstances of the times, to exert himself in de- 
fence of the dearest rights of human nature, anu to join 
fhc standard of his country, in opposition to the oppres- 
sive exactions of Britain. When the militia were caHed 
AHit to form the flying camp, he was chosen major of 
brigade to General Roberdeau, and on the expiration of 
his term accepted a company in Colonel Hampton's 
regular troops, where he was soon promoted to the sta- 
^on of deputy muster master-general, with the rank of 
Heutenantrcolonel, in which office he continued about 
two years, till his want of health, being of a delicate con- 
stitution, obliged him to resign his commission and re- 
turn home. He now recommenced the study of the 
law, and m 1779 was admitted to the bar of the Su- 
preme Court of Pennsylvania, where his rising character 
soon introduced him into an unusual share m business, 
and, in August 1780, only one year after he was licensed, 
by the recommendations of the bar, and the particular 
attention of his late excellency Joseph Reed, Esq. then 
President of the state, he was appointed Attorney Gene- 
jral of the state of Pennsylvania. 

In 1784 Ijc married the daughter of Elias Boudinot of 
New Jersey, counsellor at law, with whom he lived tiH 
his de^th in the exercise of every domestic virtue that 
icould adorn human nature. On the reformation of the 
coiuti of justice under the new constitution of Pennsyl- 
vania, he was solicited to accept the honourable office of 
one uf the judges of the Supreme Court, which, with 
much hesitation, he accepted, and was commissioned by 
^ Excellency Governor Mifflin, August 22, 1791. 

His inde&tigable industrv, unshaken integrity, and 
/correct judgment, enabled him to ^ve g^eneral satisfac- 
tion in this office, as well to the suitors as at the bar. 
Here be bad determined to spend a considerable part of 
)ib life; but, on the Attorney General of the United 
8t|tes being promoted to the office of Secretary of 
8tat^ It/Sr, Bradford was i;rged, by various public consi- 
jderatioiis, to yield to the pressure of the occasion, and 
accept of that office. He accordingly resigned his 
JudgVs commission, and was appointed Attorney Gene- 
ral of the United Sutes on the 28th day of January 
1794. This office he held till his death, when be was 
■found at his post, in the midst of great usefulness^ pos- 
aessing, in a high degree, the confidence of the country. 
Jfir, Bradforcrs temper was mild and amiable, bis man- 
ners ^ere genteel, unassuming, modest, and conciliat- 
ing. As a public speaker, his eloquence was soft, per- 
suasive, nervous, and convincing. He understood man- 
kind well, and knew how to place his arguments and his 
reasonings in the most striking point of light. His lan- 
guage was pure, sententious, and pleasing^ and he so 
ta^aiuged most of his forensic disputes, as scarcely ever 
to displease his opponents; while he gave the utmost 

Ctjsfi^tion to his clients. His close application to the 
w, and the litigation of the bar, did not prevent him 
altogether fh>m indulging now and then his fondness 
for poetry; his taste and talents for which were above 
the common standard, and se/eral pieces of his compo^ 
ntion have been published. In 1793 he published *« An 

inquiry how far the punishment of death is necessanr in 
Pennsylvania." This was written at the reauest of his 
excellency Governor Mifflin, ilhd intended for the use 
of the^gfislature, in the nature of a report? they having 
the subject at large under their consideration. This 
performance justly gained him great credit, and its 
nappy effects are manifested wherever it has been read 
with attention, especially in the reformation of the penal 
codes of several states in the Union, where the interests 
pf hunumity have, at last, prevailed over ancient and 
inveterate prejudices. 

Mr. Bradford possessed great firmness, of opinion, yet 
was as remarkable for his modesty and caution in deli- 
vering his sentiments. With an excellent jufjgment, 
inid a quick and retentive memory, he enjoyed great 

3uaniroity of temper, was serious and steady in his gene- 
conduct, and ncblj endowe^with genius. Of amis* 



ble deportment, and pleasing as well aa instructing in 
conversation, he had the happy art of conciliatiog the 
affection and respect of all who knew him. He was a pa- 
triot on principle. He loved his country with the nncerest 
affection, and preferred her interets to every other con- 
sideration; and in a particular manner respected the ge- 
neral liberties of mankind at large, in all his actions. His 
charities were secret, but general; and none in distress 
were ever known to leave him with discontent His 
friendships were few, but very sincere; and those who 
aided him in hb first setting out in life, were never for- 
gotten by him; and what added to all hb other virtuei^ 
and gave a polbh to all hb actions, was hb fiirm befief 
in the Christian system, produced by a thorough exami- 
nation, and full conviction of its divine original, by the 
incomparable rules of which he regulated hb whole 
conduct, and founded aO hb hopes of future bliss.* 

lib death wss occasioned by a severe attack of the 
bilious fever. He died on the 23d day of August, 1795, 
in the 40th vear of his ag«, and was, according to hb 
express desire, buried by the side of his parenu in the 
burial ground belonging to the second Presbytenan 
Church in Philadelphia. 



* In a conversation with a friend, during a i 
of his fever, a few evenings before he died, he expressed 
hb belief in the doctrines of the gospel in very strong 
terms. 

INTEtoAL DUTIES. 
By an act of 18th January, 1815, the following rates 
of duties were imposed on the articles enumerated, to 
commence on the 15th April, viz. 

Upon pig iron $1 per ton---bar 1 — rolled and slit 1^ 
nails, brads, and sprigs, not wrought, 1 cent per poond 
—candles of white, or part white and other wax, 5 cents 
per pound— do. mould, tallow, or wax, not white, or of 
each 3 cents— hats and caps, of leather, wool or for; 
bonnets of wool or fur, if above $2 value 8 ei^t per ct 
ad valorem— do. of chip or wood covered with silk or 
other tnaterials,*or not covered, do. do. — umbrellas and 
parasols, above $2 value, 8 per cent ad valorem — ^paper 
3 per cent— cards 50 per cent. — saddles and bridles 6. 
percent — boots above $5, 5 per cent. — beer &c 6 per 
cent. — tobacco manufactured, 20 per cent — leather, in- 
cluding therein all hides and skins, whether tanned, 
dressed, or otherwise made, on the original manufitt- 
ture thereof, 5 per cent, ad valorem. 

The duties were only laid on articles manufiictored 
for sale, and were paid by the manufacturer. The value 
was regulated by the average of the market wholesale 
prices, as fiu* as regarded a manufiurturer vhosold exclu- 
sively by wholesale, — and so in case of retul sales, by 
market retail prices. The act was repealed in 1816.— 
The following sums were coUected in Pennsylvania. 
The total amount accruing in the United States under 
thb act was $051,769 84^, of which our sta;^ paid 
$267,978 16i. 

Statement of the amou/fU of duties tohuA have aeenudm 
various ffoodsy toarea, and merchandize manufadwredin 
Pennsybxmiafrom 1 8/A ofJSprU 1815, to 223 FAnury 
lQl6fOeing the period during which those duties were 
in force. 

Iron $2r,d41 20 

Nails, brads, and sprigs - - 31,876 87j 
Candles ..... 2,486 00 

Hats, caps^ and bonnets - - 31,416 41 
Paper* . . - ' - - 11,139 TT^ 
Plaving and visiting cards - - 8 3$ 

Saddles and bridles . - - 17,144 03 
Boots or bootes - - - 10,484 18{ 

Beer, ale, and porte|r, - - - 17,142 64 
Tobacco, snuff and segars - - 61,097 39i 

Leather 42,314 49i 

Umbrellas and parasols - - 2,724 00^ 
Gold, silver and plated wares - 12,203 91| 

To^.... 1267,978 16) 
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DELAWARE AND SCHUYLKILL CANAL. 



7h the CommtUee of Citizens of the Nortltem Liberties^ 

GwiTLmxiK— Havin;? made at your request the sur- 
yey of a canal line from the Delaware river at Kensing- 
ton, to the Schuylkill below Fur Mount — ^to be supplied 
A?ith water, by an extension of the Delaware Division 
of the Pennsylvania Canal from Bristol to Kenungton, 
according to the location made last year by Mr. Sar- 
gent, I have the honour to submit the following Re- 
port: — 

In order to determine the practicability and cost of 
thia project, I commenced my level at the bench made 
by Mr. Sargent on a bridge near Dyott's Glass Works at 
Kenangfton, by which I ascertained that tlie bottom of 
the Canal as located by aim, is 13,383 feet above high 
water of the river Delaware. On this level a line was 
ran northerly about one quarter of a mile to a point upon 
the Hne of the proposed canal from Bristol to Kensing- 
ton, «t the intersection of Wood and West streets. At 
this point the canal to which my attention was directed 
win begin. I shall proceed to describe it by sections of 
half a mile each, except the last which exceeds that 
length by 21 chains. 

Sec No. L Runs along West street on or nearly a west 
courae» crosses the Frankford road and terminates at the 
interaection of Master and Front streets. The ground 
through the whole of it is hi|:hly favourable for excava- 
tion. The average depth of cutting is 6 ft 8 inches — 
amount of cub. yds. to be excavated 22, 814— estimated 
at 9 ctf. per cubic yard— cost of excavation $2053 26. 

See. No. 2. Commences at the intersection of Master 
and Front streets, and runs nearly a west course, cross- 
. ing the Germantown Turnpike and Second kreet road 
to the Cohocksink Creek. The ground is favourable for 
excayation. The average depth of cutting is 5 fl. 8 inc. 
amount of cubtc yards to be excavated b 18561— esti- 
mated at 9 cts. per oubte yard— cost of excavation 
#1670 49. 

Sec. No. 3. Commences at the Cohocksink creek, 
and runs a south west course, crossing the Township 
line and passing through Weaver's Brick yards to the 
inteneetion of Poplar lane and Ninth streets. The 
|[rouiid is apparently of a nature favourable for excava- 
tion. The average depth of cuttmg is 11 ft 6 inches; 
amouiit of cub. yds. SS/ST— estimated at 14 cts. per cu- 
bic yd.— cost of*^ excavation ^390 18 cts. In the con- 
struction of this section an excavation of 5280 cub. vds. 
^inll be necessary in order to form the Towing path. — 
This b included in the total amount of yards estimated 
abo¥e. 

Sec No. 4. Commences at the intersection of Poplar 
bne and Nin^ street, and runs nearly a southwest course 
crossing Coates' street to the Ridge road. At this point 
the greatest depth of cutting occurs. The g^und b 
apparently favourable. The average depth of cutting 
b ^ ft 6 inches— amount of cubic yards to be excava- 
ted 157801 . Formation of the Towing path 19360 cub. 
yds. included in the total amount of yards — estimated 
at 23 cts. per cub. yd.— cost ^6294 23. 

Sec. No. 5. Commences at the Ridge road and runs 
on a course neariy west, crossing Broad street, Schuyl- 
kill 8th, rth and 6th, to CallowhUl street The ground 
b apparently of easy excavation. Average depth of 
cutting b 26 ft. 6sinchefr-— amount cub. yds. to be exca- 
vated 190438. For the formation of the Towing path 
22880 cub. yds.-4ncluded in the total amount of yds. — 
estimated at 25 cts. per cub. yard. Cost $47609 50. 

Sec. No. 6. Commences at CallowhiU street, and runs 
nearly a west course, crosnng Schuylkill 5th, 4th, 3d, 
2d and Callowhill street, at its intersection with Schuyl- 
kill Front St down Hanultonst to the river Schuylkill at 
a point a short dbtance below the Water works. The 



ground b apparently favourable. The average depA 
of cutting is 11 fl. 6 inches— amount of cub. yds. to be 
excavated 80644. For the formation of the Towmjr 
path 8052 included in the toUl amount of yards— esti- 
mated at 14 cts. per cub. yard— Cost $11290 16. 

In order to communicate with the SchuylkiH it wUl 
be necessary to build two Uft locks at a cost of $5000 
each, and a tide lock at $7000. 

The cost of the Bridges if built in a permanent man- 
ner will not be less than $75000. 

Reca^Uulaium, 

Sec. No. 1— amount of cub. yds. 

22814 cost $2053 26 

18561 1670 49 

52787 7390 18 

157801 36294 23 



No. 2. 

No 3. 

No. 4. 

No. 5. 

No. 6. 
J^ocks, 
Bridges, 



190438 
80644 



Total cost 



47609 50 
11290 16 
17000 00 
75000 00 

$198^307 82 



In making out the foregomg estimate I have gone 
upon the supposition that the Canal will coirespond in 
plan and dimenaons with that now constructing oo the 
Delaware. Width of the canal at the water line 40 ft 
at the bottom 25 feet— depth of water 5 feet. Towing 
path 12 feet in width— Berm Bank 8 feet in width. 

From these estimates it appears that the wbcde coit of 
the proposed communication including the necei»iy 
Bridges wiH amount to $198,307 82. I am not aware 
that any difficulty wdl occur in the execution of this 
work, beyond what b usually incident to deep excava- 
tions or which money and skill combined will not readily 
overcome. Of the supply of water from above no doubt 
can be entertained if^the plans of the Canal Commb- 
sioners for the Delaware line, be carried into effect, and 
that Ime extended from Bristol to Kensington. 
Respectfully submitted, 

EMERSON McIL\ AIN^ 
Ass't Eng. Tenn. Canal. 
\U,S, Qazdtt. 

JInecdoU of GeneraJ Aa:*^.— General Nash, grievously 
wounded in the tftgh, the bone of which was shattered 
by a grape-shot, was carried off the field of ^- 
mantown. A gentieman coming up bepn to condole 
with his situation, and asked him how he was. " It is 
unmanly," said the dying hero to complain, "but it is 
more than human nature can bear." 

. MAMMOTH GRINDER. 

In digging in 1809 the weU at the salt works, about a 
mile and a half N. E. of Butler, and thirty miles from 
Pittsburg, the grinder of a mammoth^ weight five pounds, 
and seven inches in length, was found four feet below 
the surface of the rock, among scve^l fragments of 
bones much decayed 

THE CHARTER 
Of Privileges granted by WiUiam Penn^ Etq, to the A- 

~ habitants of Pennsyhania and Territories. 

William Penn, proprietary and governor of the pro- 
vince of Pennsylvania and Territories thefeunto beVong- 
ing. To all to whom these Presents shall come, sendeth 
Greeting: Whereas, King Charies H. by his letters pa- 
tents> under the great seal of England, bearing date the 
4th day of March, in the year one thousand six hundred 
and eig^faty, was graciously pleased to g^ve and grant 
unto me, and my he«« and assigns forever, this province 
of Pennsylvania, with divers great powers and jurisdic- 
tions for the well government thereof: 

And whereas, the king's dearest brother, James Bake 
of York and Albany, &c. by his deeds of feoffment, un- 
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der Iu8 hand and seal duly perfected, bearing^ date the 
iweoty-fimrth day of August/onc thousand six hundred 
eighty and two, did grant unto me, my heira and asagns, 
aii that tract of land, now called the territories of Penn- 
sylvania, together with powers and jurisdictions for the 
good government thereof. 

And whereas, for the encouragement of all the free- 
men and piasters , that might be concerned in the said 
province and territories, and for the good government 
thereof, I the said William Penn, in Ae year one thou- 
sand six hundred eigfhty and three, for roe, my heirs 
and assigns, did grant and confirm unto all the freemen, 
planters and adventurers therein, divers liberties, fran- 
ohisca and properties, as by the said g^t, entitled, The 
Fnune of the Government of the Province of Pennsyl- 
vania, and Territories thereunto belonging, in America, 
mky appear; which charter or frame bemg found in 
some' parts of it, not so suitable to the present circum- 
stances of the inhabitants, was in the third month, in 
the rair one thousand seven hundred, •delivered up to 
roe, by six parts of seven of the freemen of this pro- 
vince and tei^tories, in general assembly met, provision 
beini^ made in the said charter, for that end and pur- 
pose: 

And whereas, I was then pleased to promise, tliat 1 
wooid restore Uie said charter to them again, with ne- 
cessary alterations, or in lieu thereof, g^ve them another 
better adapted to answer the present circumstances and 
conditions of the said inhabitants; which they have now, 
6y their representatives in general assembly met at Phi- 
ladelphia, Requested me to grant : 

Knqm yfe, therefore, that for the further well-being 
andgobd government of the said province, and territo- 
ries; and in pursuance of the rights and powers before 
mention^, I the said William Penn, do declare, gi^nt 
and confirm, unto all the freemen, planters and adven- 
turers, and other inhabitants in this province and territo- 
ries, these following liberties, fi-anchises and privileges, 
so fkr aa in me lieth, to be held, enjoyed and kept, by 
the free|beq^ planters and adventurers, and other inha- 
bitant! j|f^and in the said province and territories there- 
into aJiuexed, forever. 

'^ I. 

Because, no people can be truly 'happy, though un- 
der the greatest enjoyment of civil liberties, if abridged 
of thr'^tisdom of their consciences, as to their religious 
prof^onand woi'ship: and Almighty God being the 
onhr Iiord of <^onscience. Father of Lights and Spirits; 
ana tttt author as well as object of all divine knowledge, 
fiuth and, worship, who only doth enlighten the minds, 
and penuade and convince the^ understandings of peo- 
ple, I do hei^by grant and declare, that no person or 
persons, inhabiting in this province or territories, who 
shall confess and acknowledge One Almighty God, the 
Creator, Upholder and Ruler of the World; and profess 
him or themselves obliged to live quietly under the civil 
government, shall be in any case molested or prejudiced, 
in Jiis or their person or estate, because of his or their 
conscientious persuasion or practice, noi be compelled 
lo frequent or maintain any religious worship, place or 
ministry, contrary to his or their mind, or to tlo or suffer 
any other act or thing, contrary to their religious per- 
suasion. 

And that all persons who also profess to believe in 
Jesus Christ, the Saviour of the World, shall be capable 
(notwithstanding their other persuasions and practices 
in point of conscience and religion) to serve this gov- 
ernment in any capacity, both legislatively and execu- 
tively, he or they solemnly promising, when lawfully 
reqaired, alle^ance to the king as sovereign, and fideli- 
ty to the proprietary and governor, and taking the at- 
tests as now establi^ed by the law made at New Castle, 
I in the year one tliousand and seven hundred, entitled, 
I Aoact direc6ngtlie attesti^ of several officers and minis- 
ters, as now amended and confirmed this present assem- 
bly. 



11. 

For the well governing of this province and territo- 
ries, there shall be an assembly yearly chosen by the 
freemen thereof, to conwst of four persona out of eaeb , 
county, of most note for virtue, wisdom and ability, (or 
of a greater number at any time, as the ffovemor Md 
assembly shall ag^e) upon the fi^day of October for^ 
ever; and shall sit on the fourteenth day of the same 
month, at Philadelphia, unless the governor and cottncil 
for the time being shall see cause to appoint another 
place within the said province or territonea ; which as- 
sembly shall have power to choose a speaker and other 
of their officers; and shall be judges of the qualifica- 
tions of their own members; rit upon their own adjourn* 
ments; appoint committees; prepare bills in order to 
pass into laws; impeach criminals, ahd redress grievan- 
ces, and shall have all other powers and privileges of 
an assembly, according to the rights of the free bom 
subjects of England, and as is usual in any of the king^s 
dominions in America. 

And if any county or counties, shall refuse or neglect 
to choose their respective representatives as aforesaid; 
or if chosen, do not meet to serve in assembly, those 
who arc so chosen and met, shall have the full power of 
an assembly, in as ample manner as if all the rapresen* 
tatives had been chosen and met, provided they are i\cft 
less than two thirds of the whole number that ought ts 
meet. 

And that the qualifications of electors and elect ed, 
and all other matters and things relating to elections ci 
representatives to serve in assemblies, though not herein 
particularly expressed, shall be and remain as by a law 
of this government, made at New Castle in the year one 
thousand seven hundred, entitled. An act to ascertain 
the number of members of assembly, and to regulate 
the elections. 

in. 

That the freemen in each respective county, at the 
time and place of meeting for electing their repreaentv 
tives to serve in assemblv, may as of^en as there shadtbe 
occasion, choose a double number of persons to present 
to the governor for sheriffs and coroners, to servq. for 
three years, if so long they behave themselves well; put 
of which respective elections and presentments, the 
governor shall nominate and commissionate one for each 
of the said offices, the third day after such presentment, 
or else the first named in such presentment, for each of- 
fice as aforesaid, shall stand and serve in that office for 
the time before respectively limited; and in case of death 
or default, such vacancy shall be sufiplied by the geter- 
nor, to serve to the end of the said term. 

Provided always. That if the said freemen ^all at 
any time neglect or decline to choose a person or per- 
sons for either or both the aforetaid officers, then ami 
in such case, the persons that are or shall be in the res- 
pective offices of sheriffs or coroners at the time of elec- 
tion, shall remain therein until they shall be removed 
by another election as aforesaid. ' And that the justices 
of thc' respective countries shall or may nominate and 
present to the governor three persons, to serve for clerk , 
of the peace for the said county, when there is a vacan- 
cy, one of which the governors shall commissionattt 
within ten days after such presentment, or else the firat 
nominated shall serve in the said office during good be- 
haviour. 

IV. 

That the laws of this government shall be in this 
style, viz. By the Governor, with the consent and appro- 
bation of the Freemen in General Assembly met; and 
shall be, afler confirmation by the Governor, forthwith ^ 
recorded in the T\*AVs Office, and kept at Philadelphia, 
unless the Governor and Assembly shall ag^e to ap- 
point another place. 

V. 

That all criminals shall have the same privileges of 
wiinesses and council as their prosecutors. 
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VI. 

That no person or persons shall or may, at any time 
hereafter^ be obliged to ai)swer any complaint, matter, 
or thingr whatsoever, relating* to property, before the 
Governor and Council, or in any other place, but in or- 
dinary Courts of Justice, unless appeals thereunto shall 
be hereafter by law appointed. 
VII. 

That no person within this gfovemment shall be li- 
censed by the Governor to keep an ordinary Tavern or 
house of public entertainment, but such who are first 
recommended to him, under the hands of the justices of 
the respective counties, signed in open court, which 
justices are and shall be hereby empowered to suppress 
and forbid any person keeping such public house as 
^resaid, upon their misbehaviour, or such penalties as 
the law doth or shall direct; and to recommend others 
from time to time, as they shall see occasion. 

vni. 

If any person, through temptation or melancholy 
shall destroy himself, his estate, real and personal shall 
notwithstanding descend to his wife and children, or re- 
lations, as if he had died a natural death; and if anjr per- 
son shall be destroyed or killed by casualty or accident, 
there shall be no forfeiture to the Governor by reason 
thereof. 

And no act, law, or ordinance whatsoever, shall at 
any time hereafter be made or done, to alter, change, or 
diminish the form or effect of this Charter, or any part 
or clause therein contrary to the true intent and mean- 
ing thereof without the consent of the Governor for the 
time being, and six parts of seven of the Assembly met. 

But because the happiness of mankind depends so 
much upon the enjoying of liberty of their conscience 
as aforesaid, I do hereby solemnly declare, promise, and 
grant, for me, my heirs, and assigns, that the First arti- 
cle of this Charter relating to Hberty of conscience, and 
every part and clause therein, according to the true in- 
tent and meaning thereof, shall be kept and remain, 
without any alteration, inviolably for ever. ^ 
jSnd lastly^ 

I the said William Penn, Proprietary and Governor of 
the Province of Pennsylvania, and Territories thereunto 
belonging, for myself, my heirs and assign, have so- 
lemnly declared, granted, and confirmed, and do hereby 
solemnly declare, grant, and confirm. That neither I, 
mv heirs or assigns, shall procure or do any thin^f or 
thmgs whereby the liberties in this Charter contamed 
and expressed, nor any part thereof be infringed or 
broken. And if any thing shall be procured or done, hy 
any person or persons, contrary to these presents, it 
shall be held of no force or effect. 

In Witness whereof, I the said William Penn, at Phi- 
ladelphia in Pennsylvania, have unto this present Char- 
ter of Liberties set my hand and broad seal, this twenty- 
eighth day of October, in the year of our Lord one thou- 
sand seven hundred and one, being the thirteenth year of 
the reign of king William the Third over England, 
Scotland, France, and Ireland, Scc.andin the twenty- 
first year of my government. 

And notwithstanding the closure and test of this pre- 
sent Charter as aforesaid, I think fit to add this following 
proviso thereunto, as part of the same, That is to say. 
That notwithstanding any clause or clauses in the above- 
mentioned Charter, obliging the Province and Territo- 
ries to join together in legislation, I am content, and do 
hereby declare, that if the representatives of the Pro- 
vince and Territories shall not hereafter agree to join 
together in legislation, and that the same slull be signi- 
fied unto me, or my Deputy, in open Assembly, or 
otherwise from under the hands and seals of the repre- 
sentatives for the time being, of the P.*jvince and Terri- 
tories, or the major part of either of them, at any time 
within three ye vs of the date hereof, that in such case, 
the inhabitants ol each of the three counties of this pro- 
vince, shall not have less than eig^t person^ to represent 
them in Assembly, for the Province; and the inhabitaDts 



of the town of Philadelphia, (when the nid town is in- 
corporated) two persons to represent them in Aasenbly; 
and the inhabitants of ^ach county in the Territories, 
shall as many persons to represent them in a distinct 
Assembly, for the Territories, as shall be by tiiem re- 
quested as aforesaid. 

Notwithstanding which separation of the Provinoe 
and Territories, m respect of legislatioil, I do heidiT 
promise, g^nt, and declare, that the inhabitants of bo& 
Province and Territories shall separately en^oy all odier 
liberties, privileges, and benefits g^rantedjmntJy to them 
in this Charter, any law, usage, or custom of the Gavein- 
ment heretofore made or practised, or any law made 
and passed by this General Assembly, to the ooDtmy 
hereof, notwithstanding^. WILLIAM P£NN. 

This Charter of privileges being^ distinctly read in 
Assembly, and the whole and every part thereof bong 
approved and M*reed to by us, we do diaiMUly re- 
ceive the same from our Pioprietaiy and GovenMr, at 
Philadelphia, f *iis twen^-eighth day df October, one 
thousand seven hundred and one. 
Signed oa behalf and by order of the Aaembly. 

Per JOSEPH GROWDON, iSpMafar. 
EDWARD 8HIPPEN, 
PmXEAS PEMBERTON» 
SAMUEL CARPENTER, 
GRIFFITH OWEN, 
CALEB PUSEY, 
THOMAS STORY, 
Propriekiry and Gim mwm * 9 Cmmdl 

STATE HOUSE BELL. * 
The new bell for the State House has been complet- 
ed, and was placed in its propdr situation in the Steeple 
on Thursday last the 11th instant. It was cast by Mr. 
J. Wilbank, of this city. The dimensions were all 
scientifically calculated preiaously to b^g cast— and 
so accurately were the calculations made, that the weigtit 
only exceeds what was intended, 75 pounds. It weighs 
4275 lbs. and will cost at 45 cents per pound 11923 75. 
It is probably the largest bell in the United States— but 
this ia' quite diminutive compared with th^ great bell in 
Russia, which was cast at the expense of the Empress 
^nne, weighing 432,000 pounds; the height of which 
was 19 feet— its circumference "at the bottom 63 feet 11 
inches— and its gpi'eatest thickness 23 inches. 

The following are the dimensions of the State House 
bell, as ^received fit>m Mr. Wilbank: 

Height, including crown 5 ft 9 inch. 

Diameter at bottom 5 1| 

Thickest part 4J 

Thinnest »...0 li 

It has no clapper, and is designed to be struek hj die 
hammer of the clock— and in time of fire by a h a mmer 
fixed to machinery. 

iTmY^/arm.— The inhabitants of Newbury township, 
York CO. were visited on Monday, 1st inst witii an ex- 
tremely heavy hiul storm. It did considerable damage 
to the bams, and crushed a number of fences. The bui 
stones laid so deep tibat they might have been thrown op 
by the shovel fulL [Hanubut^ ArguB. 

Printed every Saturday morrang by William F- Oed- 
des. No. 59 Locust stre^ Ph'Uadelphia; where, «iid aC 
the Editor's residence. No. 51 Filbert street, flubeerifi- 
tions will be thankfiilly i^eceived. Price five doHan per 
annum — payable in six months after the^commentement 
of publication — and annually, thereafter, by subscribers- 
resident in or near the city— -or where there ia an a|[^^rt* 
Other subscsibers pay in advance. 
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tBOV. MIf'fLIN'S MESSAGE, 1793. 

tftnitemen of the Senate^ and 
Genikmen of the House of Representatives, 

the ftourishing^ condition of Pennsylvania continues 
to afford a subject for congratulation. As an individual 
ilite, she is happy in the accumulating blessinrs of her 
igTi<mlture, her commerce, and her citizens; while, as a 
conspicuous member of the Ctnion, she shares, in an 
eminent degree, the honour and credit which the na- 
tional ch^Lnicter has attained. Whether, indeed, we 
tike a retrospective view of the contest and distress, 
from which we have ourselves but recently escaped; or 
contemplate the calamities to whicli the nations of Eu- 
rope are at the present period exposed, the compara- 
tive happiness of America scarcely leaves the patriotic 
mind occasion for a wish, independent of the safety and 
preservation of the source from which it flows. 

With a due respect to the benevolent dispensations of 
Wovidence, I think we cAnriot err in ascribing the pr6s- 
ptrity of our coimtry to the frame and operation of her 
t>olitical institutions. In the origin and construction of 
toost governments, the traces of accident and force are 
obvious, and the principles of. equality and freedom 
ieem to be studiously resisted; but this l*emark serves 
only to enhance the value of the e.^ample whicli Ame- 
rica presents, and to endear to her citizens the reflec- 
tion, that the constitution of the Union (as well as the 
tonstitutions of the respective states) is the genuine off- 
a)(rii^ Of re^tson, deliberation, and independence, form- 
eid by the wisdom, and established by the virtue, of the 
people. 

While, however, 1 deliver this short, but Just enco- 
mmm upon the nature of our federal compact, and ac- 
knowledge, with ardour, that the voice of the people 
can alone give a legitimate existence to government, 
permit me, gentlemen, to take this public opportunity 
of adding a truth, equally manifest and important, that 
6be<!Uence to the rcgulir exercise of constitutional au- 
fhority, can alone render a free government beneftcial 
and peAnanent. In granting the power to legislate, the 
people virtually eng^e, that acts of legislatioU shall be 
neld sacred: the constitution, and the laws made under 
it, are therefore alike the evidences of the public will, 
tbo^;H expressed by different organs; and every un- 
aqthoriled opposition to cither, must be considered, in 
eShctf as a raising of the hdiid in contradiction to the 
tongue. 

I am persuaded thait, uniting with me in lamenting 
the existence ^f any cause which citi lead to observa- 
tions of this kind, yo\i will peruse with pain a communi- 
eaUoii which the President of the Umted States has made, 
tttf&e copy of the proclamation issued by him, in conse- 
meioe of certain irrepilar and refractory proceedings 
dtftliave taken fAaCe m particular parts of some of the 
«y^s^ contravening the operation of the acts of Co^- 
0fM for nusing a revenue upon spirits distilled within 
SB&ritory of the Union. As ftir as it is in my power- 
Otn dbcerfdlly endeavoured to promote the object of 
fkft neasdt^ which the President has pursued on this oc- 
'a0m9 and ihdeed 1 shiU alwa^^ deem it an hoiiourible 
iQld pleasing part of the duties of my ofHce, to inculcate 
jfcitnet and faithful attention to our federal obligations. 
1^ I am sennble, that the jurisdictions df the states and 
Vol. If. 21 



of the general govemmeitt; though distinct, are not ad-« 
verse, and that their interests, through whatever chan- 
nels they may pass; must be the same. But, irf making 
an enquiry how far the citizens of Pennsylvania have 
been Concerned in any notoUs or violent opposition', it is 
just to observe, that I have foUnd the instances of out- 
rage but few: that the ofTciiders have generallv been 
prosecuted; and that in every case of a prosecution, le* 
gaily supported, conviction and punishment have en- 
sued. "I'hc documents oft Sihich this information is 
founded, (together with tlte vai-ious other papers t* 
which I may reifer,) will be presented t(i your considera- 
tion: and while, with great satisfaction, I leave to the 
Courts of justice, the vindication of the laws from posi- 
tive insult and infraction, 1 implicitly rely on the aid of 
yoUr example and adfrice, to allay the spirit of discon^ 
tent, to cultivate the means of liarmony,- and to ex Cite li 
merited confidence in the nieasarcs of the general go^ 
ment. 

I'here are not wanting, gentlemen, strong and inte« 
resting motives for the suppression of domestic contro* 
versies. Since the settlement of America so powfcrfirt 
and so hostile a combination of the Indian tribes" has not 
appeared, as that which now menaces the Western fron- 
tiers of the United States. Whatever may hate been the 
origin of the contest, the danger is common, kttd the 
commprt force of the Union is necessary to the defence; 
It is the duty^ therefore, and doubtless the desire, of 
those who are engaged in the administration of the 
generid government^ to afford protection co-extensively 
with their jurisdiction. Biit still we are lefl to lament 
that Pennsylvania,' from local circumstances, may occs* 
sionally become the seat df the war,- and surehr a tribute 
of sympathy is pcculiarty due tC such of ouf felldllr citi- 
zens as arc constantly exposed to the ravages df a bar- 
barous crtemjr. The protision which, under the infltf ^ 
ence of this sentiment, was made at the last session of 
the General Assembly, for eo-operating wit& the force 
6f the Union, in protecting our western frontiers, was 
regsmied as a salutary proof of legislative attention and 
fiberality. Endeavouring, on my part^ to givetotlve 
execution of the law a despatch and effetJt correspond- 
ing with the design of the Legislature, I appointed the 
officers of the three companies, and issued instructions 
for the proper enlistment, the very day on which the act 
was passed; and, as a sufficient number of rifles Could 
not immediately be procured to arm the Corps, I borrow- 
ed from the Secretary at War a temponuy supply of 
niuskets, to h^e delivered ftom the magazine of the 
United States in Pittsburgh, authorizing, at the same 
time, an allowance to be made to every roan who should 
bring his own rifle into the seHrice. - 

This establishment, commanded with ability and ac- 
tuated with ieal, proved, 1 amf informed, very advan- 
tegfeous, though,' in the opinion of many of the citizens/ 
its duratioii was too limited. fitenCe the most pressing- 
solicitations were made, either to prevent the disband- 
ing of the men at the expiration of the period of theur 
enlistment, or to supply their place by a competent dral% 
from the mSitia of the neighbouring counties. With, 
the forffter o^theae propositions, 1 did not think myselif 
empowered to comp\y; and, in complying with the lat- 
ter, I expressly stipuUted, that, as soon as the troops of 
the United Statef had assembled in sufficient fdrce of» 
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the frontiers, to answer a reasonable expectation of 
prot0etioa and /defence, the militia should be diflcharged* 
aad all militar)' proceedings under my instructions d'ls- 
continued. You will be happy to find, from the repre- 
sentation of several of the lieutenants, that this has al- 
ready been the case; but the statements that I have di- 
rected to be presented to you, will show the necessity 
of making a further provision to defray the expens<^ in- 
curred for those occasional militia senices, ii hich the 
eiBergencies of the country have rendered unavoidable. 
Among the many important matters, that will now 
present themselves to your view, the act of Congress for 
establishing an uniform militia througliout the United 
States, claims an early attention, as the principal ar- 
rangements, which require the interference of the state 
legislature, are directed to be completed within one year 
itf&r the passing of that act In order to prevent delay, 
and to facilitate your labours, I have taken measures for 
procuring a general enrolment of the inhabitants of the 
cemmonweailh, according to the description and regu- 
lations of the first section of the law; and tlie Secretary 
will lay the returns of the proper officer before you, as 
soon as they are received. 
For another object of a federal nature, permit me, gen- 
tlemen, again to solicit a candi<l, a serious, and an efficient 
considermtion: That Pennsylvania, during two of the 
most interesting sessions of Congress, has been curtailed 
of her just share in the federal representation, and de- 
prived of her proportionate influence in the national 
councils, is, certainly a reflection pregnant with mortifi- 
cation, as it respects the character of the state, and with 
apprehension, as it respects her interest. But, relying 
on tb« wisdom of the Legislature, 1 forbear to offer any 
opinion upon the controverted modes of choosing our 
representatives in tlie senatorial branch of the general 
government; I content mvself with a repetition of my 
confidence, that the principles of patriotism, as well as 
the sense of duty operate in the discussion of the sub- 
ject; and tBe recent opportunity which you have had, 
to acquire a knowledge of the sentiments and feelings 
of oiu" fellow citizens, yields a perfect assurance, that 
your decision will, at this time, be satisfactoiy to them, 
and honourable to yourselves. 

The election for members to serve the commonwealth 
in the representative house of Congress, for tlie term of 
two years, from the fourth day of March next; and the 
election for electors, to choose, on behalf of Pennsyl- 
vania, a President and Vice President of the U. States, 
at a meeting appointed to be held on the first Wednes- 
day of the present month, have taken place during the 
recoss of the Legpslaturc; and copies of the proclama- 
tiona issued^ on t&>se occasions will inform you of the 
names of the citizens who arc elected to fill the respec- 
tive office^. It is proper to accompany this communica- 
tion with a statement, that irregularities liave occurred 
m both the elections, as to the time and manner of 
transmitting the returns. In the first case, the returns 
of some ofihe districts, not being seasonably received at 
» tlie meeting of the judges of the election, were there- 
fore excluded firom the general return of the county, 
though separately delivered at the Executive Depart- 
ment: but, whatever may be the decision of the House 
of Representatives of Congress on this circumstance, it 
firea me pleasure to add, that it appears from an actual 
ittsp^ection of the documents, that the admission, or re- 
jecdon, of the votes contained in the separate returns, 
oannot aflect the state of the election. In the second 
case, a more serious difficulty arose: by the act of As- 
sembly twelve days were allowed to the sheriffs for 
transmittinjg the returns of tlie election of electors, and 
I was enjoined, on or before the 28th of November, to 
notify the election to the several persons who should be 
duly chosen. More than twelve days having elapsed 
from the day of the election, and many of the returns 
not being received, I became apprehensive, that it 
would be impracticable to send ue legal notice to the 
ekcton, and that if any fttfther dolay was indulgtd, the 



information could not be famished, so as to enable all of 
the.n to repair to Harrisburg at the time prcdcrifeed^ 
the act of Congress for the discharge m their dutjr*. 
Under these circumstances, and with a view, if possible, 
to prevent tlie state from being deprived of the exercise 
of one of her most important federal rights, I consulted 
the Judges of the Supreme Court, the Prendent oC tiie 
first district, and the Attorney General, respecting the 
conduct, which the law required, or authorized, to be 
pursued on the occasion; and, in confurrai^ to their 
opinion, I ascertained, from the returns aclualfy received 
on the twenty-first day of November, the IHleen candi- 
dates who had the highest number of votes; and pro- 
claimed and notified those persons as the electors duly- 
chosen. I here, likewise, observe with some satisfoc- 
tion, that the returns which have been delivered to ne 
subsec^uent to the proclamation, would have produced 
no variance in the election; but I liave thought it neces- 
sary to animadvert with considerable seventy, on the 
official negli^nce, to which so painful an embarrass- 
ment was owm^, and I am persuaded, that, as far as de- 
pends on the wisdom of the Legidature, its recurrence^ 
at any future period, will be ef^tually prevented. 
I announce to you, gentlemen, with peculiar pleasure^ 
the execution of the law, which provided for the re- 
demption and extinguishment of the state debts. A» 
soon as overtures were made for purchasing the requi- 
site amount of the 3 per cent, stock of the United States, 
belonging to Pennsylvania, at the rate stipulated by the 
act of Assembly, I issued the regukr notification to tb« 

Cublic creditors, and you will perceive, from a particu- 
X report of the transaction, which b prepared for your 
information, that the sales, for this object, have anoount- 
ed to nine hundred and eighty-six thousand dollars; 
which, at the average price of 12 1-16 in the pound, has 
'produced the specie sum of five huiKlrcd and ninety- 
three thousand two hundred and one dollars and one 
cent. ; that the aggregate of the debts already redeemed 
amounts to the sum of five hundred and forty-eight 
fliousand nine hundred and eighty-eight dollars and 
thirteen cents; and that there remains (allowing for 
certain contingencies) in the treasnrj', the siim of se- 
venty-two thousand two hundred and one dollars and 
fifly cents, to answer the further operation of the re- 
demption law, and such new appropriations as you shall 
be pleased to direct. I have found it impracticable,^ 
however, on the terms prescribed, to vest any part of 
this surplus in the stock of the bank of North America,, 
according to the view and disposition of the Le^slatore. 
'i'hus honoui-ably disencumbered from the pecuniary 
obligations that were incurred in consequence of tbe 
late war — the honest price of our independence — I can- 
not conceive (as I have before suggested) any situa60D 
of political prosperity and affluence, surpassing that 
which the citizens of Pennsylvania are invited to cni — 
From that part of the wealth of the community* wh' 
consists in the debt of the United States, there will, i 
withstanding the recent diminutions of the capitsd (se- 
ducing it to the estimated amount of about one hunfitd 
and sixty-seven thousand dollars in six per centsi fMUt 
hundred and eighty-seven thousand dollars in three per 
cents; and two nundred and eighteen thousand dOlfva 
in deferred stock) arise an income, which, togelbcr 
with tlie product of tlie ordinary and permanent Tffte- 
nues, will be sufficient to defray the expenses Kf jgf^ 
vemment, and to prosecute any rational objects of pttlb^ 
He convenience. Our unliquidated demand againft tlie 
Union, may, at the same time, be considered, aspiiiWli 
ing an accession of productive property; for, idtiioita|^ 
nothing can be precisely ascertained in this respect m- 
til the final settlement of all the claims of tae sltf^ 
states, the ag:ent, on behalf of Pennsylvania, assurei mt, 
that our accounts bear a fiiwHirable aspect, and tJ^ be 
has reason to believe, that the principal charges wliteb 
they exhibit^ stand at present in a state of ap|>rob«tiMk. 
In addition^ to these fundb, the arrearages of ttfit^ 
(amounting, exclusively of Uie known tvxkenl6om^ to* 
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tht sum of about five hundred and thirty-seTen thou- 
sand dollars) form a considerable, thoug^h^ from the na- 
ture of the subject} a temporary resourcet and the opera- 
tions of the Land Office (which, since the first day of 
NoFeraber 1791, have brougpht, of specie and certificates, 
a sain exceeding two hundred and ten thousand dollars 
into the Treasury) may be regarded with the most san- 
g'uine expectation of benefit and eroohiment. 

To cherish these resources with a pi-udent economy, 
and to employ them with a judicious liberality, may now 
be considered as the chief purposes of the trust, which 
our constituents have reposed In the departments of go- 
▼emment. An attention to the first of these, will, I be- 
lieve, induce you to avoid any farther reduction of the 
principal of the public stock; and must suggest the ex- 
pediency of making some arrangement, for rendering 
the unappropriated monies, that shall, from time to 
time, accumuhite in the. Treasury, pi*oductive of a rea- 
sonable profit. I recommend, likewise, to your consi- 
deration* the propriety of taking additional measures 
for the collection of the arrearages of taxes, which the 
delay of every year naturally renders more difficult and 
pivcariousi And if the amount due from the city and the 
respecthre coimties, were now to be cleared from the 
claims to exoneration, divided into moderate sums, and 
nnade pa} able in convenient instalments, I think the re- 
guhition would not only alleviate the burthen to the ci- 
tizens, but ensure the payment to the public. 

With respect to the second point of legpslative duty, 
to which I have particularly adverted (the judicious ap- 
propriation of the public wealth) experience justifies 
me in anticipating the most satisfactory conduct. The 
improvement of the public roads, and of our inland na- 
vigation, has been, and will, no doubt, continue to be, a 
leading object; and it affbrds me great pleasure to en- 
courage that' pursuit, by assiu'ing you of the beneficial 
effects which it has already produced, imder the auspi- 
ces of the legislature. The execution of several of the 
conttacts, that were formerly mentioned, is complete; 
and the progress in many more, is very considerable; as 
will appear from the reports of the agents of informa- 
tion, which I shall direct to be transmitted to you, during 
the present session. The commissioners appointed to 
view and lay out a road beginning at or near the Peach; 
bottom Terry, and running towards the navigable waters 
of Christiana creek; the commissioners appointed to lay 
out a road from Wilkesbarre to Wyalusing creek, and 
thence to Tiog^ point; and the commissioners appointed 
to lay oat a road from Loyalsock creek to the one hun- 
dred and nine mile stone, h-^ve completed the tasks res- 
pectively assigned to them; and I expect soon to receive 
the surveys of the other commissioners appointed for 
similar purposes, aggreeably to the directions of the 
Act of Assembly. 

Since my last public communication, additional con- 
tracts have, likewise, been formed, for opening a road 
fW>m Caflendar's mill over Crogham's gap in the Blue 
motintsiin to .West's mill; for opening and improving a 
toad frcnn Frankstown to Conemaugh at or near the 
moath of Stony creek, and improving the navigation of 
the fv^er Juniata from its mouth to Aughwick foils; for 
opening^ and improving a road through Nicholls* gap 
over the Soutli mountain; for opening and improvmg 
that part of the road from Bedford to Pittsburgh that 
lies between M'Conneh^'s run and l^yalhanning creek; 
for opening and improvmg a road across the Blue moun- 
tain at Snuth's g^p, between the wind-gai> and the Le- 
fai|^ water-gap; for improving the navigation of the 
riret Stiiquehannt, from Wright's ferry to the mouth 
of Swatjtra creek; for opening^ and improving a road be* 
gimihig at the west end of High street of the city of 
Philadelphia, and thence extexiding on the direction of 
aid street about three miles and a half, through the 
county of Phtladdphia and township of Blockley, to the 
fine of tba county of Delaware; for improving a road 
&MM M'Callister's gap to the Burnt Cabbins afid Skin- 
acf'#voad; for opening and improving a road from the' 



Lehigh water gap across the Matchunk mountaiis to in* 
tersect the Nescopeck road made by Evan Owen; for 
improving a road in a winding ascent over Vanderen's 
hill in Roxbury township, in the county of Philadelphia^ 
agreeably to the principles of a survey and report madk 
by David Rittenhouse and Thomas Hutchins, Esquirei, 
in pursuance of instructions given them by the General 
Assembly, on the twenty-sixth of September 1783; for 
opening and improving a road fram the mouth of Juni- 
ata river to David Milker's on Juniata; for improving the 
road from M'Call's ferry on Susquehanna river, until it 
falls into the road to be laid out ftom Peach-bottom fer- 
ry to the nearest navigable waters c^ Christiana creek* 
in the state of Delaware; for improving a road leading 
from Lancaster to Harrisburg, beginning at the Bear in 
Donnegal township, to Swatara creek in Dauphin coun-. 
ty; for opening and improving a road from the east tide 
of Sideling hill to the town of Bedford; for opening 
and improving that part of the road from Bedford to 
Pittsburg, that lies between Loyalhanning creek and 
the nine mile run; and for opening and improving a road 
from Mount Rock, near Carlisle, to Rankin's ferry* on 
Susquehanna riv er. 

I am informed, that the several incorpoiated compa- 
nies for estabhshing a turnpike road from the eity of 
Philadelphia to the borough of LAncaster; and for open- 
ing water communications between the rivers Susque- 
hanna and Schuylkill, and between the rivers SchuyikiU 
and the Delaware, have commenced their respectiye 
works, with a fair prospect of success. And I cannot 
leave this subject, without repeating a desire, that ^e 
impi'ovements in our roads and rivers may be secured; 
by a revision of the general laws that relate to them, 
and the introduction of strict and permanent rules, at 
well for keeping them in repair, as for preventing nui- 
sances and encroachments. 

As intimately x^onnected with the order and product 
of our finances, the ofiices of accounts, and the land 
Ofiice, will, at all times, claim the particular attention of 
govemnoent. Such improvements might, I think, be 
introduced into both these department^ as wohld ren- 
der their transactions more convenient to the citizens, 
and more advantageous to the public* I shall not* how- 
ever, enter into the detail, farther than to bring again to 
your notice the impediments in the collection of tiie du- 
ty on tavern licenses; and to point out the expediency 
of placing, on a better footing, the mode of compelling 
the officers, who are entrusted with ptibh'c monies, to 
account; as it may, at present happen, that the process 
can only be issued by those, who are, themselvesi, thft 
delinquents. With respect to mai'riage licenses, some 
legislative sanction is certainly wanting, to render them 
ei&ier useful, as a civil regulation, or profitable, as an 
instrument of revenue. 

In bringing to your vietv the state of the public de- 
partments, my earnest desire, that the judiciary should 
be established upon the most eligible plan, and that eve- 
ry improvement, which experience. may sugg^est, should 
be adopted, will, I hope, excuse my reminding you* that 
very injurious delays and disappointments arise in the 
administration of justice, within the city and county of 
Philadelphia, owing, among other things, to the impos- 
sibility of obtaining the constant attendance of the As* 
sociate Justices of Sie Common Pleas, for the inadequate 
compensation which the law allows.. The importance 
and the multiplicity of the objects embraced by the ju- 
risdiction of that court; the s^eat body of our fellow 
citizens, as well astiie many foreigners, affected by its 
decisions, and the number of sessions (including those 
ofi the Quarter sessions, of the Orphans' Court, and of 
tm court for tlie discharge of insolvent debtors) which 
itsjttdges must unavoickbly hold; are considerations^ 
that recommend the subject to a very serious attention* 
and will, no doubt, produce an effectual reform. The 
expediency of enlarging the equitable powers Kff all 
the courts, will, likewise, I presume, again be introdu- 
ced into your deliberations; and, in consequence of the 
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jdissolution of the court of Admiralty, which forroerfy 
existed under the authority of the state, it is now ne- 
'cessaiy to determine, in what manner the ship builders, 
and other persons employed m the equipment of ves- 
sels, shall proceed to obtain the benefit intended for 
that industrious and valuable class of citizens, by the 
act which subjects the vessels and furniture to the pay- 
ment of their demands. The materials that have been 
collected, in piu<suance of the law passed at the last ses- 
sion, will enable you, before your adjournment, to gra- 
tify our constituents, by enacting a moderate, explicit, 
And comprehensive table of fees; and having required 
from the respective sheriflTs on account of the present 
state of the public prisons throughout the common- 
wealth, I shall refer tlieir answers, together with a very 
accin-ate and liberal report from the inspectors of the 
prisons of Philadelphia, to your wisdom and humanity; 
in hopes that measures may be devised to increase the 
security of the community, and to meliorate the condi- 
tion of the unfortimate. 

As education indirectly unites with the courts of jus- 
tice, in producing an habitual obedience to the authori- 
ty of the^Iaws, and in preserving the peace and order of 
society, it will not be improper here to express a wish, 
that the establishment of public schools, contemplated 
by the constitution, may receive a favourable attention « 
for, considered merely as a matter of policy, it is better 
to prevent than to punish offences; and the diffusion of 
knowledge, elevating the sentiments and confirming 
the virtue of the people, is the safest, the beat instru- 
ment, that government can employ. 

It must be flattering to the judgment, and g»rateful to 
the humanity of the legislature, to learn, firom satisfiic- 
tory evidence, that the experiment in rendering the pe- 
nal laws of Pennsylvania less sanguinary, has been at- 
tended with an obvious decrease of the number and 
Atrocity of offences. I shall therefore take an early op- 
portunity of communicating to you a statement of the 
facts ivnd observations relating to the subject, which a 
Judge of the Supreme Court (lately the Attorney Ge- 
nenii) has made, in compliance with my request^ and 
which, as the result ot* considerable experience and de- 
liberation, merits particular regard. Such, indeed, have 
already been the wholesome effects of the new system, 
ti)at, if, while we consider the prevention of crimes to 
be the sole end of punishment, we also admit, that every 
punishment, which is not absolutely necessary for that 
purpose, is an act of tyranny and cruelty, it has now 
become a duty to prosecute the business of reform; and 
I am persuaded, you will find, that, without affecting 
the just distribution of penalties in proportion to the 
' respective transgressions, a mitigation of punishment 
may be safely, and even beneficially, extended to ma- 
ny, if not to all, of the offences, except high treason and 
murder, for which the law still denounces the forfeiture 
of life. 

You will perceive, from documents that will be laid 
before you, that the constitution of the office of the 
wardens of the port, requires a radical revision; and that 
regulations are necessary to obviate the cause of certain 
disputes, which have recently taken place between the 
merchants and the pilots, respecting the pay of the lat- 
ter; and the continuance of which might have proved 
prejudicial to the trade of Philadelphia. I am not ap- 
prised how far Congress has it in ooDtemplation to legis- 
^te on these subiects; but lest you should deem it ex- 
pedient to exercise your power over them immediately, 
I have procured, in aid of your enquiries, a statement 
of the pilotage allowed at some of the principal ports 
within the United States. 

The IJcalth Office becomes, also, more and more im- 
portant, as our commerce extends, and the cmig^rations 
Xo America increase. In addition, therefore, to my for- 
mer representations, I am led to observe, that inconve- 
niences, which have been actually felt, point out the 
rieccssity of a provision to prevent, in future, the intro- 
duction of emi^nta, and others, infected widi any pes- 



tilential disease, who, for the very purpose of twt^ng 
the existing law, nuiy be discharged within the precinclB 
of a neighbouring sute; but being, in ^t, destined for 
Pennsvlvania, immediately travel hither by land. Th« 
establishment of an hospital for invalid mariners, to be 
supported by a fund collected from the pefsons whose 
benefit is designed, might, it is thought, be usefulljr con- 
nected with the Health Office < and seems cidctilated to 
engpag^ your attention, from motived of policy as well 
as of benevolence. 

Enquiring into the material business directed to be 
performed by the laws of the last sesaon, you will find^ 
that the boundary line between the counties of Ififliii 
and Huntingdon, has, at length, been run; ^d, it is with 
pleasure I add, to the satisfaction of all the parties. Tbe 
republication of the laws of the commonw^th, durinf^ 
the period prescribed by the Act, wiH, probably, be 
completed before your adjournment; and, accordmi^ to 
the report of the Surveyor General, the lottery for in- 
demnifying those claimants, whose lots fell in the tentb 
district of the donation lands, has been rej^larly drawn; 
but a legislative explanation will be required, to enable 
the land officers to carry into effect the design of the 
Act, in favour of snoh persons as have not heretofore filed 
their claims. 

Gmtkmen of the House of lUpreseniathes, 

You will receive, in the reports of tl>e proper officer^ 
a particular stat<^ent of the vainous objects that require 
a pecuniary provision for the ensuing year. Besides an 
approprifLtion for the computed expenses of government, 
(amounting to about ninety thousand dollars) th^re wiB 
DC wanting a sum of seven thousand and thirty eight 
dollars and nmely six cents, to discharge the certificates 
issued for those debts, which have been fiquidated di»- 
ring the recess of the legislature, but for the payment 
of which, no fund has hitherto been designated. 

The extra expenses incurred for militia services on our 
western frontier, will, I am persuaded, be cheerfully 
defrayed; and you will find, from the account of tiie 
disbursements, and ^ estimate of the work that remains 
to be done, the necessity there is for a further grant to 
(Complete the building intended for the accommodatioii 
of the President of tbe United States. To these, per- 
mit me to subjoin a few matters of les^ moment: appro* 
priations for making some requisite improvements in tk^ 
gun powder magazme, and storing the public arms; for 
reimbursing the pay of supernumerary clerks, unavoidmr 
l^ly employed by the treasurer, in expediting the subscrip- 
tion to the loan proposed by the U. States; fbr satisfying^ 
a small claim made by Corn-Planter, on account of two 
horses th:^t were taken, as he alleges, by certain citizens 
of Pennsylyania from the Seneca nation; and for de- 
fraying the contingent expenses of the executive de- 
partment. 

Pursuing the judicious conduct ^hicfa has heretolbre 
been adopted, with respect to our finances, directions 
will, I presume, be given for destroying a considerable 
sum of the bills of credit of the years 1781 and 1785» 
that is now accumulated in the treasury; but as contri- 
butions in taxes, or purchases at the land office, are the 
only means, at present, provided for the final redemp- 
tion of those emissions, I submit to your wisdom tfie ex- 
pediency of ordering an actual and immediate pajm^its 
from which (you will, probably, think with me) the 
faith of the commonwealth will derive additional honors 
the land office (except in absorbing an inconsiderable 
residuum of the unfunded depreciation certificates) will 
be free from embarrassment; and the system which sbsl) 
be formed fbr collecting the arrearages of taxes, may 
be rendered more simple in its structure, and more c^r^ 
tain in its operations. 

GerUiemen of the Senate^ and 
GerUkmen of the House of JRepresenialheif 

It will be necessary, during tlie present setaion, to 
provide for taking the enumeration of the tameable iahm^ 
bitanU of the stat.e, agreeably to the directipn of ttM| 
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fourth section of the first article of the constitution; and 
•1 the Hw regtilatingf bankruptcy expires on the first 
day of January next, that subject will likewise claim 
▼our attention . The effect of our bankrupt system has 
hitherto, I am assured, been ^eatly beneficial, as well 
in relieving' debtors from the pressure of insupportable 
misfortunes, as in securing the property of persons in 
embarrassed circumstances, for the purpose of making 
an equitable distribution among their creditors. In the 
number of two hundred and nineteen commissions tliat 
have issued, only two instances of a ptrosecution for non- 
confi:>rmity or perjurj' have occurred: while (as it is re- 
presented to me) almost all the bankrupts have, since 
their discbarge, become useful members of society; and 
tome of them have honourably paid their pre-contract- 
ed debts. Under these circumstances, you will, proba- 
bly, conceive, that the public good may be promoted 
by the continuance of the law; at least, till Cong^ss 
baa instituted some general regulation to supply its uses. 
The act for tranwerrinr the powers of the late Su- 
preme Executive Council to the present executive, and 
the act to regulate the exportation of potash and pearl- 
cab, Mrill terminate with the present session. The sus- 
pennon of a part of the law respecting the fisheries in 
the river Codorus, will cease on the ensuing fifth of 
March; and should you determine upon holding only 
one session during the present General Assembly, seve- 
ral other acts, on account of their limitation, will claim 
a slyire in your deliberations. Permit me to take this 
opportunity, likewise, to bring into consideration the 
expediency of reviving the act, which empowered the 
juitices of the supreme court to supply defects in the 
titles to land, occasioned by the loss of deeds, or other 
casualties; and to inform you, that the maps of Pennsyl- 
vania, which have been delivered by Reading Howell, 
agreeably to law, are deposited in the secretary's office, 
to be disposed of as vou shall please t6 direct 

From the length of the late recess of the legislature, 
and a denre to nimish a comprehensive view of the af- 
fairs of the commonwealth, my present communications 
have been rendered thus particular; but, I am happy, 
gentleiften, that, amidst the multiplicity of objects which 
are sitated, there will be found ample encouragement 
for prosecuting, with your usual zeal, the task, which 
the confidence of our fellow citizens has asngned to 
you. As far as the executive trust extends, you may, 
Ukewise, rely on my earnest co-operation, to improve 
and perpetuate the reputation and happiness of our 
country. 

THOMAS MIFFLIN. 
Philadelphia, Dec. 7, 1792. 

PROCEEDINGS OF COUNCILS. 

TkxMreday evening, September 16M, 1828. 

At a stated meeting held this evening, 

Mr. Donaldson presented a petition firom the Presi- 
dent and Board of J>elegate8 of the Fire Association, 
praying for the passagfe of an ordinance more efi*ectually 
to prevent the injury done to the hose by homes and 
carrn^^ passing over them in time of fires. Referred 
to committee on Fire Companies. 

Mr. Kerser, from the Committee on Fire Companies, 
presented the following reports. 

The Committee on Fire Companies beg leave respept- 
fulhr to report to Councils, that thev have examined the 
vanous Engines, Apparatus, &c. of the Fire Companies 
entitled to the appropriation made by Councils for their 
use, and have apportioned the sums according to tht ac- 
eon^anying list, via. 



Eiroiirxs. 




HOSBS. 




Asnstance 


.$173 


Columbia 


-1201 


Columbia 


170 


Diligent 


115 


Delaware 


- 173 


Fame 


- 201 


Diligent 


217 


Good Intent 


201 


«oodWiU - 


- 170 


Hope 


- 201 



Harmony 


164 


Hibernia 


- 166 


Hope 


140 


Hand-in<hand - 


- 137 


Philadelphia 


227 


Pennsylvania - 


. 227 


Reliance 


174 


Resolution 


. 165 


Vigilant 


174 


Wasliington - 


- 145 



Neptune 


. 201 


Philadelphia - 


. 227 


Phoenix 


. 227 


Perseverance - 


- 201 


Resolution • 


- 201 


Southwark 


. 201 


Washington 


- 201 




#2378 




2822 



$2622 15000 

A certified copy of which has been handed to the 
Mayor, agfreeably to the provisions of the Ordinance. 

The committee on Fire Companies, to whom was re- 
ferred the petition of the Hope Fire Engine Company, 
for aid to rebuild their Engine, 

Report, I'hat the principles heretofore adopted by 
Councils upon which aid has been extended to the Fire 
Engine and Hose Companies of the oity, make it inex- 
pedient to grant the prayer of the petitioners. 

And they offer the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Committee be discharged fWm 
the further consideration of the subject. 

The resolution was adopted. 

Mr. Linn presented the following: 

The committee on the Survey of the River SchuylkiU 
report — 

That they have under the resolutions of Councils of 
August 14, 1828, secured the copy right of the Survey 
of the River Schuylkill to the Mayor, Alderme^n, and ci- 
tizens of Philadelphia, and that they have authorixed 
the Wardens of the Port of Philadelphia to procure and 
place (at the expense of tjie Corporation) the Pointers 
and Buoys for the better navigation of said river, that 
they have contracted with Mr. Benjamin Tanner to en- 
grave and furnish, within one month, 500 copies of the 
Survey of said River, returning draft and plate, for the 
sum of one hundred and fifty dollars. $150 00 

The expense of Pointers and Buoys 80 00 

Fees at District Court to secure copy rigfht 1 20 

There will be some petty expenses, adver- 
tising, &c. " 3 80 

$225 00 
Makinr a deficit of $35 in the appropriation which 
arises m>m the absolute necessity of placing a buoy at 
the mouth of the river to designate the bar. As to 
unking a hulk in the false channel, the Wardens decvi 
it not only inexpedient, but a dangerous experiment 

Mr. Lowber, from the committee to have a new di- 
gest of the ordinances prepared, reported that they bad 
engaged Mr. Clement S. Miller to perform that task* 
which was now completed, and that the books were 
ready for delivery. 

It was resolved that a copy of the digest be prefent- 
ed to each of the adjoining corporations, and that after 
each member of Council and each officer of the dtym 
supplied with a copy, the remaining copies be placed 
under the care of the Library committee. 

Mr. Smith presented the following: 

The committee to whom was referred the petitioQ of 
sundry persons rending in the lower part of the city, 

S raying that Pine street whaif should be made a steam- 
oat hm^ng: 

Report, That they have had the subject referred to 
them under their consideration, and have endeavoured 
to procure a part of the wharf adjoining, to the soatk^ 
for the purpose of increasing the fh>nC hut have not 
been successful, in consequence of a price being 9dnJi 
for it, which we would not recommend Councils to gm, 
As the season is too far advanced to commence t^ 
work, with a prospect of finishing it before winter, and 
there are some doubts whether the ftont of the street 
would be suflftcient for the purpose of a steam boat 
wharf, your committee respectfully recommend that ^tt 
subject may be deferred for further coonderation. 
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The Committee wu difcharged. 

The committee on Saasafras Wharf, reported a reso- 
lution directing* the city commissioners ag«in to adver- 
tise Sassafras street wharf for lease, for a steam boat 
landing^ or commercial purposes. Adopted. 

A report was received from the Bfayor, Recorder, 
and City Regulators, stating that it was inexpedient to 
make any alteration in tlie established regulation of Pine 
and Thirteenth streets. Approved. 

The committee appointed to cause means to be taken 
to nise the sloop that was sunk in the Delaware, report- 
ed that several unsuccessful elforts had been made to 
accomplish this object. The committee hope to be 
able to make a final report at the next meeting. 

The committee of Ways and Means, having had re- 
ferred to them a communication from the city commis- 
sioners, wiierein they state that the sum appropriated 
for new paving for the present year is exhausted, and 
also that the appropriation for digging down streets and 
carrying off stagnant water is also exiiausted. 

Your committee deem it proper to remind Councils, 
that when the appropriations for the prasent year were 
BMuie, Councils were aware of the fact, that the sum of 
thirty thousand dollars tlien appropriated would fidl 
far short of accomplishing the whole of the new paving 
then ordered to be done, (the estimated expense of 
which was forty-six thousand four hundred and sixty 
three dollars) and not knowing what other paving 
would be ordered to be done the present year. Councils 
deemed it more expedient to appropriate the sum of 
thirty thousand dollars as aforesaid, rather than the 
whole sum estimated; preferring to raise the same 
•mount of taxes this year; and unwilling to increase 
them beyond the sum raised for last year; and believing 
our fellow citizens would be much better reconciled 
with this course. Councils thought it more expedient to 
resort to a loan to meet the demands on our Treasury 
which our appropriations were not adeqiuite to supply. 
Since ^e report of the Paving Committee was made 
and adopted, and on which the aforesaid estimate was 
made. Councils have directed additional new paving 
to be done and which was not included in the original 
estimate, amounting by estimation to thirteen thousand 
four hundred and thirty-seven dollars, and making the 
whole amount of new paving for the present year, to 
iMMt fifty-nine thousand nine hundred dollars. There 
was appropriated for diggingtdown unpaved.streets and 
carrying off stagnant water for the present year, six 
thoJsaad dollars, since which Councils have ordered 
very considerable digging of streets and opening of wa^ 
ter courses along the Schuylkill and elsewhere. Your 
oommJttee would state a fact which is well known to 
Councils, as well as to our fellow citizens generally, 
that the improvements both permanent and temporary 
made within our city for the last three years, has far ex- 
ceeded those of any similar period within our lecollec- 
tion; and therefore it is confidently hoped they have 
met, and will meet the approbation of those for whose 
ben^t they have been made, as the^ are our only plea 
for having expended so much of their money. 

Your committee respectfully submit to Councils the 
aceompanying bill for the accomplishment of the objects 
of said communication. 

AN ORDINANCE 

To supply deficiencies in the appropriations of the pre* 

sent year, nz. 

Section 1. Be it ordained and enacted by the citizens 
«f Philadelphia, in Select and Common Councils assem- 
bled. That the Mayor be, and he is hereby authorized 
to taise by loan, for the use of the city, on the best terms 
that be can obtain, and at a rate of interest not exceed- 
ing five per centum per annum, payable hatf yearly, on 
the first day of January and tbe first day of July, the 
aum of thirty-two thousand four hundred dolbuv, for 
which certificates of one hundred doUacs each shall be 
iMued, in the usual form; the said loan to be redeemable 
on the first day of January, ia the year one thiktsawl 



and fif\y-nine, and not before, unless w^h the consent of 
'the holders of said certificates, which shall be transfera* 
ble in like manner with other certificates of cit^ debt^ 
and ^any premium which may be obtained on said loan 
shalf be placed to the credit of the Sinking Fund. 

Sect. 2. And be it further ordained ajid enacted by 
the authority aforesaid, that of the sums to be raised* 
twenty -nine thousand nine hundred dollars be placed to 
the credit of Appropriation No. 1, for New Paving of 
tbe present year, two thousand five hundred dollars to 
Appropriation No. 3, for repaving unpaved streets^ and 
carrying off stagnant water. 

A biU reported by the committee was passed* fixing 
the regulation at the comer of Broad and Market streets^ 
agreeably to the following report: 

Report of the Mayor, Aldermen, and City Reguktort 
on the subject: 

To the SeketC^ Common Couneib of the City of JPhiU- 
de^hia* 

Tbe undersigned. Mayor, Recorder, AMermen and 
City Regulators, 

Respectfully represent, 

That in fixing the regulation of ascents and descents 
in High and Broad streets, through Penn square* a small 
alteration in the established regulation of High street 
from Thirteenth to Juniper; of Juniper, from Olive to 
Filbert, and of Filbert street from ThirteenUi to Broad 
street, appeared to be indispensably necessary* as the 
same is described and set forth in the plan accompany- 
ing this report, by which alterations the inconTenieoae 
of gutters crossing Hig^ and Broad streets within the 
above limits will be wholly avoided, and the public con- 
venience g^reatly increased, without any injury to private 
property. All which is respectfully submitted. 

The following petition was received from the Fire 
Association. 
7b the Seket & Common Couneib of the CUy of FMU- 

delpJua, 
Tbe Memorial of the Subscribers, by direction and on 

behalf of the Delegates to the Fire Associaftkm of 

Philadelphia, 
Respectfully sheweth. 

That the practice of Wagons, Carriages, Drayi^ Carti^ 
and other Vehicles, in passing over the Hose* beJong- 
ing to the different Fire Institutions, in time of actmd 
service, has been attended with serious injury to Ubit 
Hose and Screws; and much expense for repwrs. 

The Delegates of the Association, sensble, tbatevety 
disposition existed in the Corporations of the C\%y aad 
Districts, to afford protection to the Fire Departoient* 
in the preservation of their property fVom iiyu^, du- 
ring the time it is devoted to the service of the PubCc: 
instructed the President and Secretary of the Board* to 
present a Memorial to your Corporation, soliciting the 
passage of an Ordinance, for the effectual prevention of 
injuries, of the character complained of. 

Trusting to your wisdom, for the eariy pasttge of aocll 
laws, as will remedy the grievance* we remain* respect- 
fully, your friends, 

RICHARD PRICE* 
President of the Board of Delegates* to tbe Fire Asso- 
ciation. 

W. R. Maxfisld, Secretary. 

PkiLQux. 

CUMATE OF PENNSYLVANIA. 
The following yeiy interesting essay on the dimate ^ 
this state, was first pubfished in 1789, and afterwards 
improved \ti 1805. It contains a conection of fiicta — 
which will always be valuable in any fiiture attempla ta 
ascertain the changes which are continiudly occumii|^ 
in this climate, from various causes. Since this rsmj 
was written, it is supposed some changes have alreAdjr 
taken place, which it is our hktention at some future 
period to notice* when we are better fbmished with fiwC% 
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Mid with which hci» we wiU be glad to be mippfied by 
a^y gentleman potsessing them. 

Jkeomntof the eUmate of Pemuykania^ and its influence 
MM lie human bodjf. From medieai enmnriee and 
Jbeentaihne. By Bm/amm iZtiM, M, D, Profemortf 

Giemitbry in the UmvenUy of Penmyhanieu 
The state of Pennsylvania Kes between ZI9^4;5f 3y 
and 43^ north latitude, inclatog. of course, ^ Id'Si^ 
ctjual to 157 miles, fh>m its southern to its northern 
boundary. The western extrenuty of the state is in the 
loogitade of 5^ 23' 4(K^ and the eastern, in that of VIT' 
from the meridian of Philadelphia, comprehending, in 
tdiie west course, 311 miles, exclusive of the territory 
lately purchased by Pennsylvania from the United States 
of which, as yet, no^accurate surveys have been obtain- 
ed. The state is bounded on the south by part of the 
state of ]>elaware, by the whole state of Maryland, and 
by Yiiwinia to her western extremity. The last named 
itate, the territory lately ceded to Connecticut, and Lake 
Erie, (part of which is included in Pennsylvania) form 
die western and north western boundaries of the state. 
Part of the sUtc of New York, and the territory lately 
ceded to Pennsylvania, with a part of Lake Erie, com- 
pose the northern, and another part of New York, with 
a laige extent of New Jersey (separated from Pennsyl- 
vania by the river Delaware) compose the eastern boun- 
daries of the state. The lands, which form these boun- 
daries (except a part of the states of Delaware, Mary- 
land, and New Jersey) are in a state of nature. A 
large tract of the western, and north eastern pkrts of 
Pennsylvania, b nearly in the same uncultivated situa- 
tion. 

The state of Pennsylvania is intersected and diversi- 
fied with numerous rivers and mountains. To describe, 
or even to enumerate them all, would far exceed the li- 
mits I have proposed to this account of our climate. It 
win be sufficient only to remark, that one of these riv- 
en, viz: the Susquehanna, begins at the northern boun- 
daiy of the state, twelve miles from the river Delaware, 
and winding several hundred miles through a variegiited 
country, enters the state of Maryland on the southern 
Ene, fifW-eight miles westward of Philadelphia; that 
each of these rivers is supplied by numerous streams of 
various nzes; that tides now in parts of two of them, 
viz. in the Delaware and Schuylkill: that the rest rise 
and fall alternately in wet and dry weather; and that 
they descend with great rapidity, over prominent beds 
of rocks in many places, until they empty themselves 
into the bays of Delaware and Chesapeake on the east, 
and into the Ohio on the western parts of the state: 

The mountains form a considerable part of the state 
of Pennsylvania . Many of them appear to be reserved, 
as perpetual marks of the original empire of nature in 
this coontry. The Allegheny, which crosses the state 
about two hundred miles from Philadelphia, in a noKh, 
inelimng to an east course, is the most considerable and 
extennve of these mountains. It is cdled by the In- 
dians^ the backbone of the continent Its height, in 
dHTerent places, is sqpposed to be about one thouMnd 
three hundred feet from the adjacent plains. 

The soil of Pennsylvania is diversified, by its vicinity 
to mountains and rivers. The vallies and bottoms con- 
si^ of a black mould, which extends from a foot to four 
feet in depth. But, in general, a deep clajr fbrms the 
nr&ce of the earth. Immense beds of hmestone Ke 
benefttii this claj^, in many parts of the state. This ac- 
coUMt of the soil of Pennsylvania is confined wholly to 
the lands on the east side of the Allegheny mountain. 
The soil, on the west side of this raonmain, shaH be de- 
scribed in another place. 

Hie city of Philadelphia lies in the latitude of 39^ 
ST*^ m longitude 75^ 8^ from Greenwich, and fifty five 
witB west from the Athmtic oceanw 

It k Atuated about four miles due north fkimthecon- 
fivx of the risers Delaware and Schuylkill. The build- 
iBf% ^Hlich coMist chiefly ol briok^ extend nearly three 



miles, north and sooth, alonflr the Delaware, and above 
half a mile, due west, towards the Schuylkill, to whieh 
river the limits of the city extend; the whole inckidin^ 
a distance of two miles from the Delaware. The land 
near the rivers, between the city and the conflux of the 
rivers, is, in general, low, moist, and subject to be over- 
flowed. The greatest part of it is meadow groand.*— 
The land to the northward and westward, in thb vicinity 
of the city, is high, and, in general, well cultivated^—' 
Belbre the year 1778, the ground between the present 
improvements of the city, and the river Schuylkill, was 
covered with woods. These, together with huge traeta 
of wood to the northward of the city, were cat down 
during the winter that the British army had pOMesdon 
of Philadelphia. I shall hereafter mention the influence, 
which the cotUng down of these woods, and the subset 
quent cultivation of the grounds in the neighbourhood 
of the city, have bad upon the health of its inhabitants*- 

The mean beigpht of the ground, upon which the city- 
stands, is about forty feet above the river Delaware- 
One of the longest and most populous streets in the ci- 
ty, rises only a few feet above the river. The air i» 
much purer at the north, than at the south end of the 
city; henoe the lamps exhibit a faunter flame in its south- 
ern than in its northern parts. 

The tide of the Delaware seldom rises more than mM 
feet It flows four miles an hour. The width of the ^ 
river, near the city, is about a mile. 

The city, with the adjoining districts of Southwark 
and the Northern Liberties, contains between forty and 
fifty thousand inhabitants. 

From the accounts which have been handed down to^ 
us by our ancestors, there is reason to believe, that the 
climate of Pennsylvania has undergone a material change .» 
Thunder and liehtning are less frequent; the cold of 
our winters, and the heat of our summerf^'are less uni.^ 
form, than they were forty or fif\y years ago. Nor i« 
this all: the springs are much colder, and the autumns 
more temperate, than formerly, insomuch that cattle are 
not housed so soon, by one month, as they were in for- 
mer years. Within the last eight years, there have beei>, 
exceptions to part of these obf ervations. The winter 
of the year 1779-80, was uniformly and uncommonly 
cold. The river Delaware was frozen wear three months,^ 
during this winter; and public roads, for waggons and 
sleighs, connected the city of Philadelphia, in many pla- 
ces, with the Jersey shore. The thickness of the ice in 
the river, near the city, was from sixteen to nineteen 
inches, and the depth of the frost in the ground wa» 
from four to five feet, according to the exposure of the 
ground and the quality of the soil. This extraordinaiy 
depth of the frost in the earth, compared with its depth 
in more northern and colder countries, is occasioned by 
the lon^ dela^ of snow, which leaves the earth without 
a covering, during the last autumnal and the first winter 
months. Many plants were destroyed by the intense-' 
ness of the cold, during that winter. The ears of hom^ 
ed cattle, and the feet of hogs exposed to tlie air, were 
frostbitten; soiiirrels perished in their holes,- and par- 
tridges were often found dead in the neighbourhood of 
farm houses. In January, the mercury stood for seve- 
ral hours at 5^ below o, in Fahrenheit's thermometer; 
and during the whole of this month, (except on one 
day) it nevyr rose, in the city of Philadelphia, to the 
freezing point 

The cold, in the winter of the year 1783-4,* was as in- 
tense, but not so steady as' it was in the winter that has 
been described. It difiertd from it materially in one 
partictilar, viz. there was a (haw in the month of Jamui. 
ry, which opened all our riters for a few daysu 

The summer which succeeded the winter of 1779-80, 
was unifbrmly warm. The mercury in the thermometer 
during this sunsmer, stood on one di^, the 15lft of As. 
gust, at 95f^ and fluctuated between 93^ and 80^ forniiu 
ny weeks. The thermometer, in every reference, that 
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hts been, or shall be made to it, stood in the shade in 
the dpen air. 

I know, it has been said by many old people, that the 
winters in PennsylTania are less cold, and the summers 
less warm« than they were forty or fifty years agfo . The 
want of therraometrical observations, before and during^ 
those yean, renders it difficult to decide this question. 
Perhaps the difference of clothing and sensation between 
vouth and old age, in winter and summer, may have 
laid the foundation of this opinion. I suspect, the mean 
temperature of the air in Pennsylvania has not altered; 
but that the principal chang-e in our climate consists in 
the heat and cold Deing* less confined, than formerly, 
to their natural seasons. I adopt the opinion of Dr. 
Williamson*, respecting the dimmution of the cold in> 
the southern, being occasioned by the cultivation of the 
northern parts of Europe ( but no such cultivation has 
taken pkce in the countries, which lie to the north west 
of Pennsylvania; nor do the partial and imperfect im- 
provements, which have been made in the north west 
parts of the state, appear to be sufficient to lessen the 
cold, even in the city of Philadelphia. I have been 
4blc to collect no facts, which dispose me to believe, 
that the winters were colder before the year 1740, than 
they have been since. In the memorable winter of 1739- 
40, the Delaware was crossed on the ice in sleighs, on 
tJie 5th of March, old style, and did not open till the 
13th of the same month. The ground was covered, 
during this winter, with a deep snow; and the rays of 
the sun were constantly obscuredby a mist, which hung 
in the upper regions of the air. In the winter of 1779- 
80, the river was navigable on the 4th of March; the 
depth of the snow was moderate, and the gloominess of 
the cold was sometimes suspended, for a few days, by a 
cheerful sun. From these facts, it is probable, the win- 
ter of 1739-40, was colder than the winter of 1779-80. 
The winter of 1804-5, exhibited so many peculiarities 
that it deserves a place in the history of the climate o^ 
Pennsylvania. The navigation of the Delaware was 
obstructed on the 18th December. The weather par- 
took of every disagreeable and distressing property of 
every cold climate on the globe. These were intense 
cold, deep snows, hail, sleet, high winds and heavy riins. 
They generally occurred in succession, but sometimes 
most of them took place in the course of four and twen- 
ty hours. A serene and star light evening, often pre- 
ceded a tempestuous day. ' Tnc mercury stood for 
many days) in Philadelphia, at 4° and 6° above o in Fa- 
renheit's thermometer. The medium depth of the snow j 



dissolved away so gradually, as scarcely to injure a bridl^e 
or a road. On the 28th of February, the Delaware was 
navigable, and on the 2d of March no Ice was to be seetf 
ill It. 

H^ng premised these general remarks, I proceed to 
observe, that tliere are seldom more than twenty or 
thirty days, in summer or wintei*, in Pennsylvania^ 
in which the mercury rises above 80^ in the former, or 
fall below 30° in the latter season. Some old people 
have remarked, that the number of extremely cold and 
warm days, uv successive summers and winters bears an 
exact proportion to each^ other. This was strictly true 
in the years 1787 and 1788. 

The warmest part of the day in summer is at 2 o'clock 
in ordinary, and three in the aflemoon, in extremely 
warm weather. From these hours, the heat gradually 
diminbhes till the ensuing morning. The coldest part 
of the four and twenty hours is at the break of day. 
There are seldom more than three or four nights in a 
summer, in which the heat of the air is nearly the same 
as in the preceding day. 

After the hottest days, the evenings ar* generally 
agreeable and often delightful. I'he higher the mer- 
cury rises in the day. time, the lower it falls the succeed- 
ing night. The mercury from 80® generally f^lls to 66; 
while It descends, when at 60® only to -56®. Thb dit- 
proportion between the temperature of the day and 
night, in summer, is always greatest in the month of Au- 
gust. The dews, at this time, are heavy, in proportion 
to the coolness of the evening. They are sometimes so 
considerable, as to wet the clothes; and there are in-' 
stances, in which marsh meadows, and even creeks 
which have been dry during the summer, have bcca 
supplied with their usual w.ater, from no other sources 
than the dews which have fallen in this month, or in the 
first weeks of September. 

There is another circumstance connected with the one 
just mentioned, which contributes very much to mitii- 
gate the heat of summei-; and that is, it seldom continues 
more than two or three days, without being succeeded 
by showers of rain, accompanied sometimes by thunder 
and lightning, and afterwards by a north-west wind, 
which produces a coolness of the air, tliat is highly ii>> 
vigorating and agreeable. 

The warmest weather is generally in the month of 
July. But intensely warm days are often felt in May, 
June, August and September. In the table of the wea- 
ther for the year 1787, there is an exception to the first ^ 
of these reniafks. It shows that the mean heat of Au- 



was too feet, but from its fall being accompanied witli I g^st was greater by a few degrees than that of July 
high winds, its height, in many places, was three and ] The transitions from heat to cold are often very wid' 
four feet, particularly in roads, which it rendered so im- ' den, and sometimes to very distant degrees. After a 
passable, as to interrupt business and social intercourse, | day in which the mercury has stood at 86® and even 90®, 
in many parts of the state. From the great depth of it fiill^ in the eoui*se of a single night to the 65th, and 
the snow, the ground was so much protected from the j even to the 60th degi-ee, insomuch that fires have been 
cold, that the frost extended but six inches below the j found necossary the ensuing morning, especially if the 
surface. The newspapers daily furnished distressing | change in the teroperatui'e of the ah* has been accompa- 
accounts of persons perishing with the cold by land and j nied by rain and a south-east wind. In a summer month 
water, and or shipwrecks on every part of the coast of ■ in the year 1775, the mercury was observed to fall 20* 
the United States. Poultry were found dead or with in an hour and a half. There arc few summers in which 



frozen feet in their coops in many places. 

This intense cold was not confined to Pennsylvania. 
In Norfolk, Va. the mercury stood at 18® above ® on 
the 22d January. At Lexington, Ky. it stood at o on 
the 21st of the same month. 

In I-ower Canada, the snow was 7 feet in depth, which 
is three feet deeper than in common years — and such 
was the (quantity of ice collected in the northern seas, 
that a ship was destroyed and several vessels injured by 
large masses of it floating between the 41 and 42 deg. 
of north latitude. 

Groit fears wereentertuned of an inundation in Penn- 
cylvania, from a sudden thaw of the immense <{(iantities 
m snow and ice that had accumulated during the win- 
ter, in every part of the state; but happily they both 

* American Philosophical Traasactionsy vol. IL 



fires are not agreeable during some parts of them. My 
ingenious friend Mr. David Rittenhouse, whose talent for 
accurate observation extends alike to all subjects, is* 
formed me, that he had never passed a summer during 
his residence in the country, without discovering frost in 
every month of the year, except July. 

The weather is equally variable in Pennsylvania dur^ 
ing the greatest part of the winter. The mercury fell 
fiom 37^ to 44® below 0, in four and twenty hours^ 
between the fourth and fifth of February 1788. In thW 
season nature seems to play at cross-purposes; heavjr 
falls of snow are often succeeded by a great thaw which 
frequently in a short time leaver no vestige of the mnow^ 
the rivers Delawarcr Schuylkill, and Susquehanna^ luive 
sometimes been frozen, so as to bear horses and car- 
riages of all kinds,^ and thawed so as to be passable inr 
boats,, two or three times in the coum of the r =- 
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ter. The ice is formed for the tnost part in a gradual 
nanner,and seldom till it hks been previously chilled by a 
hh of snow. Sometimes its production is more sudden. 
On the 31st of December 1784, the Delaware was com- 
pletely frozen over between ten o'clock at night and 
eig^t the next morning, so as to bear the weight of a 
man. An unusual vapour like a fog was seen to rise 
from the water, in its passage from a fluid to a solid state. 

This account of the variableness of the weather in 
winter> does not apply to every part of Pennsylvania. 
There is a line, about the 41°' of the statj^, beyond which 
the winters are steady and regular, insomuch that the 
earth there is seldom without a covering of snow during 
the three winter months. In this line the climate of 
Pennsylvania forms a union with the climate of the east- 
em and northern states. 

The time in which frost and ice beg^n to show them- 
telves in the neighbourhood of Philadelphia, is gene- 
rally about the latter end of October or the beginning 
of November. But the intense cold seldom sets in 
till about the 20th or 25th of December! hence the com- 
mon saying, 'as the day lengthens, the cold strengthens.' 
The coldest weather is commonly in January. The na- 
vipadon of the river Delaware, after being frozen, is 
seldom practicable for large vessels, before the first Week 
in March. 

Ab in summer there are often days in which fires are 
jineeable, so there are sometimes days in winter in 
which they are disagreeable. Vegetation has been ob- 
served in all the winter months. Garlic was tasted in 
batter in Januar}- 1781. The leaves of the willow, the 
blossom of the peach tree, and the flowjcrs of the dan- 
delion and the crocus were all seen in February 1779; 
and I well recollect, about thirty two years ago, to have 
seen ah apple orchard in full bloom, and small apples on 
many of the trees, in the month of December. 

A cold day in winter b often succeeded by a moderate 
evening. The coldest part of the four and twenty hours 
is i^nerally at the break of day. 

In the most intense cold which has been recorded in 
iPhiladelphia, within the last twenty years, the mercury 
stood at 5^ below o. But it appears from the accounts 
published by Messrs. Mason and Dixon, in the 58th vo- 
hmie of the transactions of the Royal Society of Lon- 
don, that the mercury stood at 22^ below o on the 2d of 
January 1767, at Brandy wine, about thirty miles to the 
westward of Philadelphia. They inform us, that on the 
first of the same month the mercury stood at 20°, and 
on the day before at 7° below o. 1 have to lament that 
I am not able to procure any record of the temperature 
of the air in tlie same year in Philadelphia. From the 
rariety in the height, and quality of the soil, and from 
the dHTerepce in the currents of winds, and the quanti- 
ties of rain and snow which fall in different parts of the 
state, it b veiy probable this excessive cold may not 
hare extended tnirty miles from the place where it was 
|>erceived. 

The greatest degree of heat upon record in Philadel- 
phia, is 95^ 

The stihdard temperature of the air in the city of 
IPhiladelphia, is 52^ °, which is the temperature of our 
deepest wells, as idso the mean heat of our common 
spring water. 

llie spring in Pennsylvania is generally less pleasant, 
tlian in many other countries. In March, the weather is 
jtomty, variable, and cold. In Aprils and sometimes in 
the beginning of Ma^, it is moist, and accompanied by 
a deirree of cold which has been called rawness, and 
whicB, from its disa^eeable effects upon the temper, 
has been called the sirocco of this countxy. From the 
▼ariable nature of the weather in the spnng, vegetation 
advances very differently in diffcreitt years. The cold- 
er the spring, the more favourable it protes to the fi^iits 
of tbe earth. I'he hopes of the fanner from his fruit 
trees, in a warm springi sre often blasted by a frost in 
Ax^l snd Hay. A falfdf snow is remembered with re- 
Vol. IL 22 



gret, by many of them, oh the night between the third 
and fourth of May, in the year 1774. Also on tlie morn- 
ing of the 8th May, 1803. Such was its quantity on the 
latter day, that it broke down the limbs of many poplior 
trees. This effect was ascribed to its not being accom 
panied with any wind. The colder Xht winter, the great- 
er delay we observe in the return of the ensuing 
spring. 

Sometimes the weather, during the spring months, is 
cloudy and damp, attended occasionally with a gentle 
fall of rain, resembling the spray from a cataract of wa« 
ter. A day of this species of weather is called, frOm it# 
resemblance to a damp day in Great Britain, **ah Eng- 
lish day ." This damp weather seldom continues more 
than three or four days. The month of May, 1786, will 
long be remembered, for having furnished a very uncom- 
mon instance of the absence of the sun for fourteen days, 
and of constant damp or rainy weather. 

The month of June is the only month in the yesif 
which resembles a spring month in the southern coun- 
tries of Europe. The weather is then generally tem* 
perate, the sky is serene, and the verdure of the coun^ 
try is universal and delightful. 

The autumn is the most agreeable season of theyeai'> 
in Penhsylvania. The cool evenings and mornings^ 
which g-enerally begin about the first week in Septem- 
ber, are succeeded by a moderate temperature of the 
air during the day. This species of weather continues 
with an increase of cold scarcely perceptible,' till the 
middle of October, when the autumn is closed by ituh* 
which sometimes falls in &uch quantit'es as to produce 
destructive freshes in the rivers and creeks, and scme- 
thnes descends in gentle showers, which continue with 
occasional interruptions by a few fair days, for two or 
three weeks. These rains are the harbingers of thfc 
winter, and the Indians have longngo taught the inhabi- 
tants of Pennsylvania, that the degrees of cold during^ 
the winter, are in proportion to the quantity of rail* 
which falls during the auturan.f • 

From this account of the temperature of tfie air ift 
Pennsylvania, it is e\-ident that there are seldom more 
than four months in which the weather is agreeable 
without a fire. 

In winter, the winds generally come from the north 
west in fair, and from the north east in wet weather.**- 
The north west winds are uncommonly dry as well as 
cold. It is. in consequence of the violent action of these 
winds that trees have uniformly a thicker and more com-* 
pact bai'k on their northern, than on the soi\them expo- 
sures. Even brick houses are {^fleeted by the force and 
dryness of these north west winds; hence it is much 
more difficult to demolish the northern than the south- 
ern walls of an old biick house. This fact wagcommu<» 
nicated to me by an eminent bricklayer in the city of 
Philadelphia. 

Y I canriot help agreeing with Mr. Kirwan in olie 6f 
his remarks upon the science of meteorology in the pre- 
face to his estimate of the temperature of different lati- 
tudes. «*This science, (says he) if brought to perfec- 
tion, would enable us at least to foresee those changes 
in the weather, which we couldi not prevent. Creat as 
is the distance between such knowledge, and our oiK^n 
present attainments, we have no reason to think it above 
the level of the powers of the huroto mind. The mo- 
tions of the planets must have appeared as perplexed 
and intricate to those who first contemplated t{iem; yet - 
by persevering industry, they are how known to the ut- 
most preciuoh. The present is (as t^e great Leibinitz 
expresses it) io evertr 6ase pregnant with the future, and 
the connexion miist be found by lon^ and attentive ob^ 
servation." 

The influence which the perfection of this sdenctf 
must have upon health, agriculture, navigation aiid cotb' 
merce, is too obvious to be rodBtioii«i.r 
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The winds in fiiir wcatlier in the springp, and in warm 
weather in the summer, blow from the south west and 
from west north west. TVie raw air before mentioned, 
comes from the north east. The south west winds like- 
wise usually bring' with thorn those showers of rain in 
the spring and summer, which refresh the earth. They 
moreover moderate the heat of the weather, provided 
they are succeeded by a north west wind. Now and 
then showers of rain come from the west north west. 

There is a common fact connected with the account 
of Ihe usual winds in Pennsylvania, which it may not be 
improper to mention in this place. While the clouds 
are seen flying froTn the south west, the scud, as it is 
called, or a light vapour, is seen at the same time flying 
below the clouds from tlie north cast . ' 

The moisture of the air is much greater than formerly, 
occasioned probably by the exhalations, which in former 
years fell in the form of snow, now descending in the 
form of rain. The deptli of the snow is sometimes be- 
tween two anci three feet, but in general it seldom ex- 
ceeds between six and nine inches. 

Hail frequently descends with snow in winter. Once 
in four or nve years large and heavy showefs of hail fall 
in the spring and summer. They generally run in nar- 
row veins (as they are called) of thirty or forty miles 
in length, and two or three miles in breadth. The hea- 
viest shower of hiul that is remembered in Philadelphia, 
did not extend in breadth more than half a mile north 
and south. Some of the stones weighed half an ounce. 
The windows of many houses were broken by them. — 
This shower fell in May 1783. 

Trom sudden changes in the air, rain and snow often 
fall together, forming what is commonly called sleeU 

In the uncultivated parts of the state, the snow some- 
times lies on the ground till the first week in April. The 
backwardness of the spring has been ascribed to the 
passage of the air over the undissolved beds of snow 
and ice which usually remain, afler the winter months 
are past, on the north west grounds and waters of the 
state, and of the adjacent country. 

The dissolution of the ice and snow in the spring, is 
sometimes so sudden as to swell the creeks and rivers in 
every part of the state to such a degree, as not only to 
lay waste the hopes of the husbandman from the pro- 
duce of liis lands, but in some instances to sweep his 
bams, stables, and even his dwelling house into their 
currents. • The wind, during a general thaw, comes 
from the south west or south east. 



• The following account of the thaw of the river 
Susquehanna, in the spring of 1784, was published by 
the author in the Columbian Magazine for November, 
1786. It may serve to illustrate a fact related formerly 
in the history of the winters in Pennsylvania, as well as 
to exhibit an extraordinary instance of the destructive 
eflTects of a sudden thaw. 

"The winter of 1783.4, was uncommonly cold, inso- 
mucn that the mercury in Farenheit's thermometer stood 
several times at 5° below o. The snows were freouent; 
and, in many places, from two to three feet deep, dur- 
ing the greatest part of the winter. All the rivers in 
Pennsylvania were frozen, so as to bear waggons and 
sleds with immense weights. In the month of January 
a thaw came on suddenly, which opened our riven so 
as to set the ice a-driving, to use the phrase of the coun- 
try. In the course of one night, during the thaw, the 
wind shifled suddenly to the north west, and the wea- 
ther became intensely cold. The ice, which had float- 
ed the day before, was suddenly obstructed}, and in the 
river Susquehanna, the obstructions were formed in 
those places where the water was most shallow, or where 
it had been accustomed to fall . This river is several 
hundred miles in length, and from half a mile to a mile 
and a half in breadth, and winds through a billys and in 
many pbcea a fertile and highly cultivated country. It 
has aa 3ret a most diflicult communication with our b»ys 
and the tea, occasioned by the number and height of 



BATTLE OF TRENTON. 
Extract from a History of the Jimeriean BevohUUm^ fivm 
^ the PtAnaybama Joumai, of 1781 . 
* ' The aflairs of America now wore a serioui aspects 
New Yorkf with several posts in the neighbourhood, 
and a considerable part of New Jersey, were in posaes- 
sion of the enemy. The American army had lost dorinr 
the campaign near five thousand men by captivity and 
the sword; and the few remaining regular troops^ 
amounting only to 2000 men, were upon the eve of 
being disbanded; for as yet the enlistments were for the 
short term of only one year. General Howe had can- 
toned his troops in several vilUg^ on the Delaware, in 
New Jersejr. His strongest post was at Trenton. It 
consisted of 1200 Hessians under the command of Cot 
KoU. General. Washington occupied the heights on the 
Pennsylvania side of the river, in full view of uie enemy*^ 
A few cannon shot were now and then exchanged 
across the river, but without doing much execution ov 
either side. The two armies lay in these positioiii for 
several weeks. In the mean while the spirit of fiberty, 
inflamed by tlie recital of the ravages committed in New 
Jersey by the British army, began to revive in every 
part of the continent Fifteen hundred associators» far 
as yet most of the states were without militia law% 
marched from the city of Philadelphia to reinforce the 
expiring army of Gen. Washington. This body of me» 
consisted chiefly of citizens of the first rank and chaimcter 
in the state. They had been accustomed to live in all the 
soflness that is peculiar to the inhabitants of large cities. 



the falls which occur near the mouth of the river. The 
ice in many places, especially where there were fallv 
formed a kind of dam, of a most stupendous height — 
About the middle of March, our weather moderated, 
and a thaw became general. The effects of it were re^ 
markable in all our rivers; but in none so much as in 
the river I have mentioned. I shall therefore endeavor 
in a few words to describe them. Unfortunately the 
dams of ice did not give wwr all at once^ nor those which 
lay nearest to the mouth of the river, first. While the 
upper dams were set afloat by the warm weather, the 
lower ones, which were the largt^st, and in which, oS 
course, the ice was most impacted, remained fixed. In 
consequence of this, the nver rose in a few" hours, in 
many places, above thirty feet; rolling upon its surface 
large lumps of ice, from ten to forty cubic feet in size. 
The effects of this sudden inundation were terrible.— 
Whole farms were laid under water. Bams^tables — 
horses — cattle -> fences — mills of every kind, and in one 
instance, a large stone house, forty by thirty feet, were 
carried down the stream. Large trees were toni up by 
the roots — several small islands covered with woods^ 
were swept away, and not a vestige of them was left be- 
hind. On the bams which preserved their shape, in 
some instances, for many miles were to be seen Iirxng 
fowls; and, in one dwelling, a candle was seen to bvn 
for some time, after it was swept from its foundation. — 
Where the shore was level, the lumps of ic^ and the 
ruins of houses and farms, were thrown a quarter of m 
mile from the ordinary height of the river. In some in- 
stances, farms were ruined by the mould being swept 
from them by the cakes of ice, or by depositions of suid; 
while others were enriched by large depontions of omd. . 
The damage, upon the whole, done to tne state of Pean- 
sylvatiia by this fVesh, was very great. In most places 
it happened in the day time, or me consequence most 
have been fl&tal to many thousands. 

*1 know of but one use that can be derived fitmi re- 
cording the history of this inundation. In case of si- 
nUiar obstructions of rivers, from causes such as have 
been described, the terrible effects of their bemg set in 
motion by means of a general thaw, may in part be ob- 
viated, by removing such things out of the course of the 
water and ice, as are within 6ur power; particuhrlr cat- 
tie, bay, g^in, fences, and farming utensils of aUkaads/* 



Digitized by 



Google 



tm.] 



BATTLE OF TRENTON. 



155 



But neither the hardships of a military lite, northe^se- 
▼erity of the winter checked their ardor in the cause of 
their country. The wealthy merchant and the joorney- 
maii tradesman, were seen marching side by side, and 
often exchanged the contents of their canteens with 
each other. * This body of troops was stationed at Bns- 
tol under the command of General Cadwaladcr. On the 
CTening of the 25th of December, General Washington 
nirched from his quarters with his little army of regu- 
lar troops to M'Konkie's ferry with thd design of sur- 
nrising the enemy's post at 1*renton. He had previous- 
ly given orders to General Ewing, who commanded a 
•inaU body of the militia of the Flying camp, to cross the 
Delaware below Trenton, so as to cut off the retreat of 
the enemy towards Bordentown. He bad likewise ad- 
Tised General Cadwalader of his intended enterprise, 
and recommended it to him at the same time to cross 
the river at Dunk's ferry, three miles below Bristol, in 
coder to surprise the enemy's post at Mount Holly. Un- 
fortunately the extreme coldness of the night increased 
the ice in the river to that degree that it was impossible 
for the militia to cross it either in boats or on foot. After 
struggling with the season, till near day-light, they re- 
luctantly abandoned the shores of the Delaware and re- 
turned to their quarters. General "Washington, from 
the peculiar nature of that part of the river to which he 
directed his march, met with fewer -obstacles from the 
ice, and happily crossed the river about day light. He 
immediately divided his little army, and marched them 
through two roads towards Trenton. The distance was 
mx miles. About eight o'clock an attack was made on 
the pidLet guard of the enemy. It was commanded by 
a youth of eighteen, who fell in his retteat to the main 
body. At lialf an hour after eight o'clock the town was 
nearly surrounded, and all the avenues to it were seized, 
except the one which M'as left for General Ewing to oc- 
cupy.' An accident here had like to have deprived the 
American army of the object of their enterprise. The 
commanding officer of one of tlie divisions sent word to 
General WMhington just before they reached the town, 
that his ammunition had been wetted by a shower of 
rain that bad fiillen in the morning, and desired to know 
•what he must do. The Commander-in-Chief with the 
coolness and intrepidity that are natural to him in action, 
tent him word to "advance with fixed bayonets." This 
laconic anawer inspired the division with the firmness 
and courage of their leader.- The whole body now 
moved onwards in sight of the en^jny. An awful si- 
lence reigned through every platoon. Each soldier 
stepped as if he carried the liberty of his country 
upon his single musket The moment was a critical 
one. The attack was beg^n with artillery under the 
coiMBand of Colonel afterwands General Knox. The 
infantry supported the artillery with spirit and firmness. 
It was now the tears and prayers of the sons and daugh- 
ters of liberty found acceptance in the sight of heaven. 
The enemy were thrown into confusion in every quar- 
ter. One repment attempted to form in an orchard, 
but were^soon forced to fall back upon their main body. 
A company of them took sanctuaiy in a stone house 
which they defended with afield piece judiciously post- 
ed in the entry of the house. Captain, afterwards Colo- 
nel Washin^on, (a relation of the General's) was or- 
deied to dislod|^ them. He advanced with a field 
pieoe, but finding his men exposed to a close and 
Steady fire — ^he suddenly leaped from them, and rushing 
into the house seized the officer by the collar who had 
the command of the gun, and claimed him as his prison- 
er. His men followed hinV, and the whole company 
were immediately made prisoners of war. The captain 
teceived a ball in his hand in entering the house. In tlie 



• It is remarkable that out of these fifteen hundred 
didxens, of Philadelphia, there died with sickness only 
one roan during a six weeks tour of duty. Few veteran 
trooM perhaps ever endured more from cold, hunger, 
WBtdiing, and fatigue, than tliis corps of city mihtla. 



mean while victor/ declared itself every whero in favour 
of the American arms, and General Washing^ton re- 
ceived the submission of the main body of the enemy by 
means of a fiag. The joy of the American troops can 
more easily be conceived than described. This was the 
first important advantage they had gained over the ene- 
my in the course of the campaign, and its consequences 
were at once foreseen upon the aifalrs of America. 
Great praise was given to tiie behaviour of both officers 
and soldiers by General Washington, after the battle, in 
his letter to Congress. I'he Philadelphia light horse 
distinguished themselves upon tliis occasion, by their 
bravery and attention to duty. They were tlie more 
admired for their conduct, as it wasKhe first time tliey 
had ever been in action.* The loss of the enemy 
amounted to near one hundred in killed and wounded; 
among the foimcr was tlieir commander. Colonel Roll — 
Above one thousand prisoners were taken, toother 
with six field pieces, and a considerable quantity of 
camp furniture of all kinds. Private baggage was imme- 
diately rendered sacred by a general order. About one 
hundred of the enenvy escaped by the lower road to 
Bordentown. The American army had several pri^Tites 
and only one officer wounded. After having refreshed 
themselves, and rested a few hours in Trenton, they re- 
turned with their prisoners and other trophies of victoiy 
to the Pennsylvania side of the river by tlie same way 
they came, with the loss of only three men, who perish- 
ed with the cold in re-crossing the river, an event not to 
be wondered at, when we consider that many of tliem 
were half nakei and most of them bare-footed." 

'* Both the friends and enemies of America dwell upon 
the events of the winter of 1776-7, as forming a kind of 
crisis in the affairs of this countr}'. It has been said on 
the one side, that the indolence and avarice of General 
Howe, and on the other side, that the river Delaware 
by checking his march to Philadelphia, proved the 
means of protracting the war, and finally of establishing 
the independence of America. But I cannot admit this 
idea. 1 confess that a panic had seized the inhabitants 
of several of the states. . But the people of New Eng- 
land shared no part of it. The spirit of New York was 
high, in consequence of the retreat of General Bureojme 
from Ticonderoga. The back counties of Pennsylvania 
inhabited by a race of hardy republicans, were^ put in 
motion by the spirited harangues of General Mifflin; who 
was sent among them for that purpose by the Congress. 
Volunteers daily crowded to the American standard 
from Delaware, Maryland, and the most remote parts of 
Virginia. Even the upper counties of New Jersey still 
held their arms in their hands. A body c^six hundred 
choice spirits assembled at Morristown, under the com- 
mand of Colonel Ford, a militia 'officer, and effectually 
checked the progress of the enemy in that part of the 
state. Added to this, the Congress was composed of 
men of the first rank for abilities and fortune in the 
country, and possessed in the highest deg^e the confi- 
dence and even the affections of the people. The pa- 
per money continued to circidate with veiy little depre- 
ciation. No associations were formed any where to as- 



• An anecdote is mentioned of Samuel Morris, Esq. 
the captain of the troop of l|orse in this action, which 
though it discovers his inexperience of war, does singu- 
lar honour to his humanity. In advancing towards the 
town he came up to the Hessian lieutenant who com- 
manded the picket guard. He lay mortally wounded, and 
weltering in his blood, in the great road. The captain 
was touched with the sight, and called to Gen. Greene 
to know if nothing could be done for bin). The general 
bid him push on, and take no notice of him. The cap- 
tain was as much agitated with the order, as he was af. 
fccted with the scene before him, and it was not till aftcp 
the fortunate events of the morning were over, that he 
was convinced that his sympathy for a bleeding enemy 
wasilltim^d, 
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«iit the enemy, and not a defection was heard of to them 
/except of Joseph Galloway and a few others, who were 
driven rather by fear, from the rising spirit of their coun- 
trymen, than allured by the power or process of the 
British arms. Had General Howe taken Philadelphia 
in Pecember 1776, 1 believe it would have precipitated 
fin destruction. We are to distinguish in the political 
lis well as*ln the natural body between the strength of a 
constitution he'iti^ exhausted, and only oppressed. Ame- 
rica experienced only a fiunty fit Her resources were 
still unimpaired. Her manners were still simple; and 
her virtue truly republican. It is true, the brilliant affair 
of Trenton had an amazing effect upon the counsels 
«nd arms of America, as well as upon the spirits of the 
people; but similar exertions were produced by the un- 
^rtunate catastrophe of Charleston m the year 1780. I 
cannot believe that the liberties and independence of 
jthe United States have ever been in danger from the 
ipower of Britain . The contrary opinion is degrading to 
the imders^ntogs of the friends and leaders of the Re- 
volution, apd justifies all the prejudices and fears of the 
disaffected. A republic can only be conquered by it- 
self." 

ACT OF SETTLEMENT MADE AT CHESTER, 

1682. 



' Whereas, William Pcnn, Proprietary and Governor of 
the Province of Pennsylvania & Territories thereunto be- 
longing,hath out of his great kindness and goodness to the 
inhabitants thereof, been favourably pleased to give and 
grant unto them a charter of liberties & privileges, dated 
the twenty fiflh day of the second month,one thousand six 
hundred and eighty two: by which charter it is said, the 
government shall consist of the governor and freemen 
of the said province, in the form of a provincial coun- 
jcil and general assembly; and that the provincial coun- 
icil shall consist of seventy two members, to be chosen 
by the freemen? and that tlie general assembly may, the 
first year, consist of the whole body of the freeholders, 
|ind ever after of an elected number, not exceeding two 
hundred persons, without the consent of the provincial 
council and general assembly: and such assembly to sit 
yearly "^on the twentieth day of the third month, as in 
the first, second, third, sixth, fourteenth and sixteenth 
articles of the charter, reference being thereunto had, 
'doth more at large appear. 

And forasmuch as this charter was the first of those 
probationary laws, that were agreed to and made bj^nd 
between the proprietary, and governor, and freemen in 
England, that were purchasers in this province, which 
md laws, in the whole and in every part thereof were 
to be submitted to the explanation and confirmation of 
the first provincial council and general assembly that 
was to be held in this province, as by the title and first 
law of the said agreement doth plainly appear. 
* And whereas, the proprietary and govemor hath, ac- 
cording to that charter, issued out writs to the respec- 
tive sheriffs of the six counties of this province, to sum- 
mon the freemen thereof, to choose in each county 
twelve persona of most note for their sobriety, wisdom, 
and integrity, to serve in provincial council: and also to 
inform the freemen that they might come, for this time, 
In their own persons, to make up a general assembly ac- 
cording to charter. And that the said respective sheriffs 
by their returns, have plainly declared, that tlie fewness 
of the people, their inability in estate, and unskilfulness 
in matters of government, will not permit them to serve 
in 90 large a council and assembly, as by the charter b 
expressed; and therefore do desire, that the members 
pow chosen tp be their deputies and representatives, 
may serve both for provincial council and general as- 
^embly; that is to say, three out of each county for the 
provincial council* and the remaining nine for the gfene- 
pA assembly, according to act, as fully and amply as if 
^e said provincial council and general assembly had 
^nsisted of the said numbers of members mentioned 



in the charter of liberties, upon consideration of the 
premises; and that the proprietary and govemor mav 
testify his great willingness to comply with that which 
may be most easy and pleasing, he b willing that it be 
enacted: 

And be it enacted, by the proprietary and govemor, 
by and with the unanimous advice and consent of the 
freemen of this province, and territories thereunto be- 
longing, in prpvmcial council and general assembly met, 
that the numbers desired by the inhabitants in their ae- 
veral petitions, and expressed to be their dewresby the 
sheriffs returns to the proprietary and governor, tO serve 
as the provincial council and general assembly, be al- 
lowed and taken, to all intents and purposes, to be the 
provincial council and general assembly of this province: 
and that the quorum shall be proportionably settled, ac- 
cording to the method expressed in the fifth article; 
that is to say, two thhxis to make a quorum in extraor- 
dinary cases, and one third in ordinary cti^s, as is provi- 
ded in the said fifth article: which said provincial coun- 
cil and general assembly, so alreadv chosen, are and 
shall be held and reputed the legal prt^ncial council 
and general assembly of the province and territpriea 
thereof, for this present year, and that from and after 
the expiration of this present year, the provincial conn* 
cil shall consist of three persons out of each county, at 
aforesaid; and the Assembly shall consist of six persona 
out of each county, which said provincial council pad 
general assembly may be hereafter enlarged, as the go- 
vemor and provincial council and assembly shall see 
cause, so as the said number do not, at any time, ex- 
ceed the limitations expressed in the third and sixteenth 
article of the charter, any thing in this act, or any other 
act, charter, or law, to the contrary in any wise notwith* 
standing. / 

And because the freemen of this province and tern* 
tories thereof are deeply sensible of the kind and good 
intentions of the proprietary and govemqr in this charter, 
and of the singular benefit that redounds to them Aere- 
by, and are desirous that it may in all things best answ^ 
the design of the public good, the freemen of the wud 
provincial council and general assembly met, havim^ 
unanimously requested some variations, explanations aM 
additions, in and to the said charter, he the proprietanr 
and govemor, hath therefore yielded that it be enacted. 
And it is hereby enacted. That the time for the 
meeting of the Freemen of this province and territo- 
ries thereof, to phoose their delegates to represent and 
sei*ve them in Provincial Council and General Assembly, 
shall be yearly hereafter, on the tenth day of the first 
month, which members so chosen for the provindal 
council, shall make their appearance and give their at- 
tendance, in provincial council, ^ithin twenty days aftpr 
their election, and the said members elected to serve in 
general assembly, shall yearly meet and assembly on the 
tenth day of the said third month, to the end ai^d pui^ 
poses declared in the charter, and in such place lis is 
limited in the said charter, unless the govemor an4 P«^ 
yincial council shall, at any time, see cause to the con- 
trary. 

And whereas it is expressed in the said Charter, That 
the govemor and provincial council shall pre])are and 
propose to the general assembly all bills which they 
shall think fit to pass into laws, within the said province: 
Be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, that the jprcr- 
nor and provincial council shall have the power df pre- 
paring and proposing to the general assembly, all DiUi 
that they shall jc^ntly assent to and think fit to have 
passed into laws, in the said province and territoriei 
thereof, that are not inconsistent with, but according to 
the powers granted by the king's letters patenta to the 
Proprietary and Govemor aforesaid: which biUs^ shall 
be published in the most noted towns and places in the 
said province and territories thereof, twenty days before 
the meeting of the general assembly aforesaid. 

And for the better decision and determination of all 
matters and questions upon elections of repretentativea 
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ind debates in provincial council, and general assembly, 
It is hereby declared and enacted, 8cc. That all ques- 
tions upon elections of representatives, and debates in 
provincial council and general assembly, in personal 
matters, shall be decided by the ballot; and all questions 
about preparing and enacting laws, shall be deter- 
mined by the vote. 

And that so united an interest may have an united 
term, and style to be expressed. b}', It is hereby declared 
and enacted. That the general assembly shall be hehce- 
forth termed or called The daaembhff and the meeting 
of the governor, provincial council, and assembly, and 
their acts and proceedings, shall be styled and called 
TkM meeting, semons, acts or procedings of the General 
Jittembly of the Province of Pennaykania^ and the Terri- 
iories thereunto belonging. And that the freemen of this 
Province and the Territories thereof may not on their 
part, seem unmindful or ungrateful to their proprietary 
and governor, for the testimony he hath been pleased to 
give of his g^at g^od will towards tliem and theirs, nor 
be wanting of that duty they owe to him and themselves, 
they have prayed leave hereby to declare their most 
hearty accq;>tance of the said chai-ter, and their humble 
acknowledgments for the same, solemnly promising, 
ttha they will inviolably observe and keep the same, 
except as is herein excepted, and will neither directs 
ly nor indirectly contrive, propose, enact, or do any 
tiling or things whatsoever, by virtue of the power 
thereby granted unto them, that shall or may redound 
to the prejudice or disadvantage of the proprietary and 
governor, his heirs and successors, in their just rights, 
properties, and privileges, granted to him and them by 
the king's letters patents, and deeds of release and 
feoffment made to him by James, Duke of York and Al- 
bany, Scc^ and whom they deshe may be hereby acknow- 
ledged and Recognized the true and rightful proprieta- 
ries and governors of the province of Pennsylvania and 
territories annexed according to the king's letters 
patents and deeds of i*elease and feoffment from James, 
Duke of York and Albany, unto the said proprietary and 
govenvor, his heirs and successors, any thing in this act 
or any otiier act, grant, charter, or law, to the contrary 
of thes« things herein and hereby explained, altered, li- 
mited, promised, declared, and enacted, in any wise, not- 
withstauiding. 

Address read at a numerous Meeting of the Merchants 
in Philadelphia on the 25th of April, 1768. 

JVritten by Mr, DicJdnson^ Juthor of the Farmer^a Letters, 

€>entlemen. Friends, and Fellow Citizens, 
You are called together to give your Advice and 
Oplmon, what answer shall be returned to our Breth- 
ren of Boston and New- York, who desire to know, whe- 
ther we will unite with them, in stopping the Importa- 
tion of Goods from Great Britain; until certain Acts of 
Parliament are repealed, which are thought to be inju- 
rious to our Rights, as Freemen and British Subjects. 

Befote you come to any Resolution, it may be neces- 
sary to explain the Matter more fully. 

When our forefathers came into this country, they 
considered thetnselves as fceemen, and that their com- 
ing and settling these colonies did not divest them of 
any of the rights inherent in f^emen; that, therefore, 
what they possessed, andxWhat they or their posterity 
should acquire, was and would be so much their own, 
' that no power on earth could lawfully, or of right, de- 
prive Aem of it without their consent The gfovem- 
ments, which they, with the consent of the crown, es- 
tablished in the respective colonies, they considered as 
political governments, "where (as Mr. Locke express^ 
es it) Men have property in their own disposal." And 
therefore (accoiding to the conclusion drawn by the 
ttme author in another place) <*No taxes ought or could 
be raised on their property without their consent given 
by themselves or their deputes," or chosen represen- 
tatives. 



As they were members of one great Empire, united 
under one head or crown, they tacitly acquiesced in the 
superintending authority of the parliament of Great Bri- 
tian, and admitted a power in it, to make regfulations to 
preserve the connexion of the whole entire. Though 
under colour of this, sundry regulations were made that 
bore hard on the colonies; yet, with filial respect and 
regard for Great Dritian their mother Country, the co- 
lonies submitted to them. 

It will be suflf^cient here just to enumerate, some of 
the most grievous. 

1. The law. against making steel, or erecting steel 
furnaces, though there are not above five or six persons 
in England engaged in that branch of business, who are 
so far from being able to supply what is wanted, that 
great quantities of steel are yearly imported from Ger- 
many. 

2. Against plating and slitting mills and tilt hammers; 
though iron is the produce of our country, and from oirr 
manner of building, planting, and living, we are under 
a necessity of using vast quantities of naib and plated 
iron, as hoes, stove pipes, plates, &c. all which are load- 
ed with double freight, commissions, &c. 

3. The restraint laid on hatters, and the prohibition 
of exporting hats. 

4- The prohibition of carrying wool or any kind of 
woollen goods manufactured here, from one colony to 
another. A single fleece of wool or a dozen of home- 
made hose carried from one colony to another is not only 
forfeited, but subjects the vessel, if conveyed by water, 
or the waggon and horses, if carried by land, to a sei- 
zure, and the owner to a heavy fine. 
' 5. Though the Spaniards may cut and carry logwood 
directly to what market they please, yet the Amerieans 
cannot send to any foreign market, even what the de- 
mand in England cannot take off, without first carvying 
it to some British port, and there landing and re-shipping 
it at a great expense and loss of time. 

6. Obliging us to carry Portugal and Spanish wines, 
fruit, &c. to England, there to unload, pay a heavy duty 
and re-ship it, thus subjeiRng us to a gfreat expense, 
and our vessels to an unnecessary voyage of 1000 miles 
in a dangerous sea. 

7. Imposing a duty on Madeira wines, which, if re- 
shipped to England, are subjected to the pa}'ment of the 
full duties there Mrithout any drawback for what was pud 
here. 

8. The emp^ing their jails upon us and making the 
colonies a receptacle for their rogues and villuns; an 
insult and indig^iity not to be thought o^ much Jess 
borne without indignation and resentment. 

Not to mention the riestrictions attempted in the fish- 
eries, th'^e duties laid on foreign sug^, mohisses, &c. I 
will just mention the necessity they have laid us under 
of supplying ourselves wholly from Great Britain with 
European and East India goods, at an advance of 20, 
and as to some articles even of 40 per cent higher than 
we might be applied with them fi-om other places. 

But as if all these were not enough, a party has lately 
arisen in England, who, under colour of the superin- 
tending authority of parliament, are labouring to erect 
a new sovereignty over the colonies, with power incon- 
sistent with liberty or fi^edom. 

The first exertion of this power was displayed in die 
odious stamp act. As the authors and promoters of this 
act were sensible of the opposition it must necessarily 
meet with, from men, who bad the least spark of liber- 
ty remaining, they accompanied it with a bill still more 
odious, wherein they attempted to empower officers to 
quarter soldiers in private houses, with a view, no doubt^ 
to dragoon us into a compliance with the former act 

By the interposition of the American agents^ and of 
the London merchants who traded to the colonies, this 
clause was dropt, but the act was carried, wherein the 
assemblies of the respective colonies were ordered, at 
the expense of the several provinces, to fiinush the 
troops with a number of articles, tome of them nercr 
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allowed in Britain. Befidei» a power ia therein granted 
vto eveiy t>fficer, upon obtaining a warrant from any jus- 
• tice, (whiiih warrant'jthe justice is thereby empowered 
andoidered to grant, without any previous oath) to 
break into any house by day or by night, under pretence 
(these arc the words of the act) of searching for de- 
•crters. 

lBy the spirited opposition of the colonies, the first 
act was repealed; bat the latter continued, which, in its 
spirit, diners nothing from the otlier. For thereby the 
liberty of the colonies is invaded, and their property 
disposed of without their consent, no less than by the 
•tamp act. It was rather the more dangerous of the 
two, as the appearance of the constitution was preserv- 
ed while the spirit of it was destroyed, and thus a ty- 
lairay introduced under the forms of liberty. The as- 
semblies were not at liberty to refuse their assent, but 
were to be forced to a litend compliance with the act. 
Thus, because the assembly of New York hesitated to 
comply, their legislative power was immediately sus- 
pended by another act of parliantent 

That the repeal of the stamp act might not invalidate 
the claims of sovereignty now set up, an act was passed, 
asserting the power of parliament to bind us with their 
lawsineveiy respect whatever. And to ascertain the 
extent of thb power, in the very next session they pro- 
ceeded to a direct taxation; and in the very words in 
which they dispose of their own property, they gave 
and granted that of the colonisti, imposing duties on 
paper, glass, &c imported into America, to be paid by 
the colonists for the purpose of raising a revenue. 

This revenue, when raised, they oidered to be dispo* 
•ed of in such a manner as to render our assemblies or 
legislative bodies altogpether useless, and to make go- 
vernors, and judges, who hold their commissions during' 
pleasure, and the whole executive powers of govern- 
ment, nay, the defence of the countiy, independent of 
the people, as has been fully explained in the Farmer's 
Letters. 

Thus with a consbtency of conduct having divested 
us of property, they are proceeding to erect over us a 
4espotic government, and to rule us as slaves. For "9. 
4espotica[ power, says Mr. Locke, is over such as have 
|)o property at all.** If, indeed, to be subject in our lives 
and property to the arbitrary will of others, whom we 
have never chosen, nor ever entrusted with such a pow- 
er, be not slavery, I wish any person would tell me what 
^very is. 

Such tlien being the state of the case, you are now, 
my fellow citizens, to deliberate, not, whether you will 
tamely submit to this system of government That I 
am sure your love of freedom and regard for yourselves 
and your posterity, will never suffer you to think of; but 
by what means you may defend your rights and liberties, 
^d obtain a repeal of these acts. 

|n England, when the prerogfative has been strained 
too high, or the people oppressed by the executive pow- 
er, the parliament, who are the'guardians, and protect- 
ors of the people's liberties, always petition for redress 
of grievances, and enforce their petitions, by withhold- 
ing supplies until they are granted. 

Our assembly, I am told, has applied for relief from 
these Acts of Parliament. But having nothing lefk to 

give, they could not enforce tlieir application by with- 
olding any thing. 

It is, however, in our power, in a peaceable and con- 
•titadonal way, to add weights to the remonstrance and 
petition of our representatives, by stoppin|^ the impor- 
tation of goods from Britain, until we obtain relief and 
^redress bjr a repeal of these unconstitutional acts. 

But this, it may be said, is subjecting ourselves to 
present loss and inconvenience. 

I would beg leave to ask, whether any people in any 
fge or country ever defended and preserved their liber- 
jty from the encroachments of power, without suffering 
present inconveniences. The Roman people suflfered 
themselves to be defeated by their enemies, rather than 



submit to the tyranny of the nobles. And even in the 
midst of war, the parliame;it of England has denied to 
grant supplies, until their grievances were redresfed; 
well knowing that no present loss, suffering or inconve- 
nience, could equal that of tyranny or the loss of pub» 
lie liberty. To citefan example, which our own coun- 
try furnishes; you all remember that in the heieht of 
the late terrible Indian war, our assembly and that of 
Maryland chose rather to let the country suffer great in^ 
convenience, than immediately grant supplies on terms 
injurious to the public privilege and to justice. 

As then we cannot enjoy uberty without property, 
both in our lives and estates; as we can have no proper- 
ty in that which another may of right take and di^ooe 
<^ as he pleases, without our consent; and as the late 
acts of parliament assert this right to be in them, we 
cannot enjoy freedom until this clvm is given up, and 
until acts made in consequence of it be repealed. — 
For, so long as these acts continue, and the claim is kept 
up, our property is at their disposal, and our lives at 
their mercy. 

To conclude, as liberty is the great and only security 
of property; as the security of property is the chief 
spur to industry, (it being vain to acquire what we have 
not a prospect to enjoy;) and as the stopping the impor- 
tation of goods is the onty probable means of preferr- 
ing to us and our posterity this liberty and security, I 
hope, my brethren, there is not a man among oi, who 
will not cheerfully join in the measure proposed, and, 
with our brethren of Boston and New York, freely fore- 
go a present advantage, nay, even submit to a present 
inconvenience for the si^e of liberty, on which our hap- 
piness, live^ and properties depend. Let us never for- 
get that our strength depends on our union, and our li- 
berty on our strength. 

*^Umied toe cmqu«t~--Dmd€d we dU," 

[Jm. OazetU. 

UEVOLT OF THB PENNSYLVANU LINE. 



The following documents are copied from the origi- 
nals, among du Simitiere^a MSS, in the Philadelphia Li^ 
brary. They arc interesting as exhibiting ntany circum- 
stances not contained in the account we lately publish- 
ed, and as showing the reasons and extent of the defec- 
tion, and the progressive steps which were taken by die 
state officers, under their difficult and delicate ntuatkm, 
to restore order among the soldiers. 

Ccpy of General Wayne* $ prcpomtions the day after iAe 
meeting, 

'* Mount Kmbky 2d January, 1781. 

** Agreeable to the proposition of a verjr great pro- 
portion of the worthy soldiery last evening, Oenenl 
Wayne hereby desires the non-oommisaioned^ officers 
and privates, to appoint one mtai from each regiment, to 
represent their grievances to the General— who ob the 
sacred honour of a g^entleman and a soldier, does hmby 
solemnly promise, to exert eveiy power to obtain an 
immediate redress of those grievances: And he further 
plights that honottr, that no man shall receive the least 
injury, on account of the part they have taken on the 
occasion. And that the persons of those who may be 
appointed to settle the affair, riiall be held sacred a«4 
inviolate. 

The General hopes soon to fetum to camp with all his 
brother soldiers, who took a little tour last evening. 
(Signed) ANTHONY WAYNE, Brig. Gen, 

A Copy— W. Stiwaet, Col. 

In pursuance of the within order, a sergeant from each 
regiment met General Wayne, Colonels Butler aad 
Stewart, and mentioned the following grievances, via. 

1 . Many men continued in the service, after the ex* 
piration of the enlistments. ^ 

2. The arrearages of pay, and the depreciation not 
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yet mide up. And the soldiers sufTeriDg every priva- 
tion for want of money and (^tbmg. 

3. Tkat it b vciy hurtful toThe feelings of the soldiery 
to be prevented from disposing of their depreciation cer- 
tificates as they please, without consulting any person 
on the occasion. 

It is agreed on the part of the General and Colonels; 
tbat one di^nterested sergeant or private from each re- 
giment shall, with the commanding officer of the corps, 
when an enlistment is disputed, determine on the case. 
A sergeant from each regiment to be appointed to 
cany an address to Congress, backed by the General 
and Field Officers. This was followed by the proposals 
fi'om the seigeants to General Wayne, which with his 
answer is gone already forward. 
Pnpemtions Jonuary ^ 1781, delivered io Gen, Wayne. 
Proposals from the Committee of Seneants, now repre- 
senting the Pennsylvania Line Artillery, &c. Rte*d* at 
Maidmheadf January 6, 1781, by me, 

Jirtidel. 
That all and such men as were enlisted in the year 
76 or '77, and received the bounty of 20 dollars, shall 
be without an^ ^^^7 discharged; and all arrears o( pay, 
and depreciation of pay, be paid to the said men, widi- 
out any fraud, clothing included. 
Article 2. 
Such men as were enlisted since the year '77, and re- 
ceived the 120 dollars bounty, or any more additions, 
shall be entitled to their discharge at the expiration of 
three years from the said enlistment, and their full de- 
preciation of pay, and all arrears of clothing. 
drtiek 3. 
That all such men as belong to the different regiments 
as are enlisted of late for the war, that they receive the re- 
mainder part of their bounty and pay, and all arrears of 
clothing. That they shall return to their respective 
corps, and do their duty as formerly, and no aspersion 
be cast, and no grievances to be repeated to the said 
men« 

Jrti€le4. 
These soldiers that are enlisted and receive tlteir dis- 
cbai^ and all arrearages of pay and clothing, shall not 
be compelled to stay by any former officers commanding 
any longer time than what is agreeable to their own 
pleasure and disposition — of those that do remain for a 
small term as volunteers, that they shall be at their own 
dispossd and pleasure. 

Jrtiek 5. 
As we now depend and rely upon you. Gen. Wayne, 
for to represent and repeat our grievances, we do ag^ee 
in conjunction from this date, January 4, in six days for 
to complete and settle every such demand as the above 
live articles mention. 

Jirticle 6. 
That the whole fine arc actually afjeed and deter- 
mined to support these above articles in every particu- 
lar. 

[Signed in cotyimclion.] 
General Wayne having maturely considered the fore- 
going proposals and articles presented to him by the 
Serjeants in behalf of themselves, the artillery and prij 
vates of the Pennsylvania line, thinks proper to return 
the following answer. 

Th«t all such iton-commisnoned officers and soldiers 
as are justly entitled to their discharges shall be imme- 
diately settled with, their accounts properly adjusted, 
and certificates for their pav and arrearages ef pay and 
clothing ^ven them agreeable to #ie resolution of Con- 
gress, and the late act of the Honourable Assembly of 
Pennsylvania, for making up the depreciation,- and be 
discharged the service ofthe United States. That all 
such non-commissioned officers and privates belonging 
to the respective regiments, artillery or infantry, as are 
not entitled to then* discharge, shall be idso settled 
with, and certificates gfiven them for their pay, depre- 
ciation, and clothing, in like manner as those before 
mentionedy which certificates are to bo redeeaiablc at a 



short period as the nature of tlie case admits; to be paid 
in hard cash, or an equivalent in continental money of 
these states, and be immediately furnished with com* 
fortable warm clothing, they returning to their duty aa 
worthy, faithful soldiei-s . These propositions are found- 
ed in principles of justice and honour, between the Unit- 
ed States and the soldiery, which is all that reasoni^le 
men can expect, or that a General can promise connst- 
ent with his station and duty, and the mutual benefit of 
their country, and the line which he has bad so long 
the honour of commanding. If the soldiers are deter- 
mined not to let reason and justice govern on this occa- 
non, he has only to lament the, total and unfortunate n- 
tuation to which they will reduce themselves and their 
countiy. (Signed) ANT'Y. WAYNE, 

Commanding Pennsylvania Line. 
Princettjn, Janucry 4, *81. 

General Wayne then received the following note: 

<Str— We would be glad you would infbnn at who 
these men are that you mean, that are entitled to their 
discharges. As we jointly think that you dont deem iSk€ 
men enlisted with the bounty of twenty doUan to ho 
entitled to their dischargees; therefore sir, be punctoal 
what you say, and do as we reasonably think our due. 

(Signed Committee.) WM. B£AHNELL> Seij't. 

To which General Wayne returned the following an* 
swer. 

Princeton^ January 4, 178L 

The question asked me by the Committee of 9er-' 
geants is one of such important consequence, and on 
which so ^at a variety of opinions are given, and your 
not choosing to leave it to the decision of a committee of 
yourselves and the colonel of the regiment, where any 
dispute might arise, (agreeably to the propositions of yes- 
terday,) I cannot think myself fully empowered to decide 
upon the occasion, but will immediately send off an ex- 
press to the Governor and Council ofthe state of Perni-r 
^Ivania, and desire a committee of that body to meef 
the line at Trenton or elsewhere, who with myself an^ 
Colonels Butler and Stewart, will give you a full and 
explicit answer. 

General Wayne aAerwards received the underm^iV 
tionednote. 

Sir — As we know are upon a principle of honour, jus-- 
tice, and wright, we are now so well situated to receive 
any gentlemen of rank at this post, as if we Were to* 
mard) any further, and therefore I would not have ytytt 
think that we cannot settle these matters by such a for^ 
midable body of men, as we are, therefore should be 
glad you would be explicit in your expresses or other- 
ways we must take some measures that wiU procure 
our own happiness. 

To the above note General Wayne, Colonels Butler 
and Stewart, would not reply. 

Copt«— W. Stzwajit, Col. 

PBiKczToir, 4th Jan. 1781. 

Dear Sir: — ^The unhappy defection of our line ro«k 
must have been made acquainted with bv General Pot- 
ter and Colonel Johnston. Colonel Cfaaries Stewart 
will present you with some propositions on the part iH 
the troops together with our answer. He will also be 
able to give you an idea of our situation aild their tern*** 
per. 

Enclosed are copies of a very serious qiiestion and oiUf 
reply. You wil^ therefore, please tb appoint one dr 
more of the council to meet us at this place with all i^O^^ 
sible despatch, and with fbll powers to them and usr tk» 
treat on this subject and inform us what proapecta you 
have of furnish ing an immediate supply of dothhig and 
cash which will be indispensably necessary to ensure 
success. 

We shall not attempt to express our feelings on tfiis 
unfortunate occasion . Your own will be the heat eiite- 
rioA to judge tbem by. We have yet ionie | 
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of hope from the enclosed copy of a letter giving in- 
telligence of the enemy's intended manauvrcs, as the 
troops assured us they will act with desperation against 
them. Whether this be tljeir sentiments or not^ a few 
hours will probably determine. Be that as it may, and 
should the worst events take place, we trust that we 
shall produce a conviction to the world that we deserved 
A better fate. 

We have the honor to be with sincere esteem your 
Excellency's most obedient humble servants, 
ANTH'y. WAYNE, 
RICHARD BUTLER, 
WALTER STEWART. 

PaiKciTOir, Jan. 4» 178L 

Dear Sit: — ^I joined Gen. Wayne this day in order to 
give any, assistance that nnay be m my power, as the ene- 
my wiU in all probability come out, if the line act as 
they Miy they will, I shidl then be of some service. — 
Should your Excellency think it would be my duty to 
j<mi my regiment or stay to see the end of this affair, 
pray let me know by the bearer. 

I have the honor to be. 

Dear Sir, your ob't servant, 
STEPHEN MOYLAN. 
His Excellency, the 
Freindcnt of the State. 

I think my presence at Lancaster may well be dis- 
pensed with. 

Taxirroir, Jan. 4, 1781, 5 o'clock. 

Sir: — ^The Marquis and myself with several other 
<»fficer8, arrived at this place about three o'clock. The 
J mutineers, consisting nearly of the whole Pennsylvania 
line and the regiment of artiHery, are at Princeton, 
where they arrived last ni^lit, and this day has been 
•pent in negotiation betwixt them and Gen. Wayne, 
€ol. Richard Butler, and Col. Stewart, and I have the 
honour to enclose you a copy of the terms proposed by 
th^m, with Gen. Wayne's answer. These are the only 
officers they allow to have any communication with 
them, or to pass within their posts; which are, I am told, 
well chosen,. and the guwxis very regularly mounted, 
and a committee of Serjeants manages their business. 
You will see how extravagant their proposals are, and 
Gen. Wayne has gt>ne as &r as he well could do in com- 
pliance with them. They have as yet done very little 
injury to the inhabitants, and profess that they do not 
mean any, but they beg^n to talk of their neighborhood 
to New York, which makes it justly feared that there 
are amongst them some emissaries of the enemy. This 
circumstance induces Governor Livingston to think 
that it would be prudent in case they persist, to suffer 
them to pass the Delaware, as it then would be out of 
their power to go to the enemy, and if force should be 
necessary, a part of the militia of this state might be 
thrown over to co-operate with those of Pennsylvania 
in their reduction. No definitive resolution is however 
taken upon that head,butit is necessary your excellency 
should be apprized that it is in contemplation, that the 
proper measvres may be concerted in case of necessi- 
ty- 

We propose to go to Maidenhead to night, to be able 
to get to them eany to morrow before they have oppor- 
tunity to intoxicate themselves, and your excellency shall 
have the eariieat notice of what may happen or of any 
thing that may occur to night that comes to our know- 
ledge. 

I have the honour to be, 
Sir, your most obedient. 
Humble servant, 

AR. ST. CLAIR: 

The Chief Justice of this state, and some members of 
Hie Leipsktoe, went up today to expostukte with 



them, but were not permitted. An express is tins mo- 
ment arrived, that they have refused General Wayne's 
terms, and .propose to mariftx to-morrow. 
Hie Excellency Joseph Heed, Esq. 
President of the state of Pennsylvania. 

Bristol, January 5, 1781. 
Dear Sir — I was met here by the light horse return-' 
ing — as they brought me only a verbal message, Mr. Do- 
naldson will be able to ^ve it you with more exactness 
than I can at second hand. They left Princeton at 4 
o'clock this afternoon; the mutineers seem undeteimhi' 
ed, and I hope are beginning to divide, as their board 
of officers or Serjeants is large, and of course there will 
be a variety of sentiment. They behave well to the peo- 
ple of the country, and hitherto have committed no ex- 
cesses. They permitted General St. Clair and the Mar- 
quis to come among them, but afterwards ordered them 
to leave the place at a short warning. They say they 
will march agunst the enemy under the command of 
Genl. Wayne, Cols. Butler and Stewart, but will not 
have their other officers; this is a bad symptom. I met 
a Serjeant and one or two others on the road, who rave 
out that they are going to town to prevent the bad re- 
port of their abusing people, &c. Col. Nicola should 
be directed to have an eye on these fellows as they come 
uito town, least they infest the invalids, and spr«^ bsd 
reports among the militia, but by no means to use them 
in, least it have a bad effect on their fellows in Jersey^ 
If the enemy advance, I shall endeavour to draw them 
this way ^rather chusing to take the chance of anv bsd 
consequences here than going to the enemy, u they 
take their officers back generally, I shall think they 
mean fairly. If they do not, I do not think their prafes' 
sions ought to be regarded. I send inclosed a letterffom 
Mr. Stewart. I think it will be best to send provisions 
on, but not to unlade it out of the shallop without or- 
ders. In the mesn time, let the clothing be forwarded, 
and the money prepared. At all events I fear we muib 
make some douceurs in some way or another. — 1 write 
.this in a hurry, and shall write again to-morrow from 
Trenton — they altered their plans this morning— The 
sergeants use every effort to keep at Princeton by way 
of keeping together. 

I am, in haste, dear sir. 

Your obedient, humble servant, 

JOS. REED. 
[Direction lost] 

— « 

Trenton^ Friday afternoon, Januarys, 1781. 

Sir — ^I wrote you by express last night, it was likely 
when I left Princeton yesterday, that the troops of the 
Pennsylvania Line would be here to-day — this afternoon 
am told they will not come from Princeton before their 
business be settled — Am told General St. iCIair and the 
Marquis are rode towards Brunswick pn hearing the 
British are landed at Elizabeth— I feif^this is true, yet 
am not certain — Mr. Donaldson can tell you perhaps 
more of it. At this rate we shall soon want beef; your 
militia, andthot^ie of Jersey must be fed, and so must 
those tumultuous troops. I beg if in your power yoo 
would order on some cattle. 

I am your most obedient servant, 

CHAS. STEWART. 

His Excellency Governor Reed^ Philada. 
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CLIMATE OF PENNSYLVANIA. 

Jkeouni of the CUmaUof Pennsyhania^ and Us influence 

on the human bodv. By Benjamin Bush, 3f. J). 

Concluded from page 154. 
The air, when dry in Pennsylvania, has a peculiar 
elasticity, which renders the heat and cold less insup- 
portable« than the same degrees of both are in moister 
countries. It is in those cases only, when summer show- 
en are not succeeded by northwest winds, that the 
heat of the air becomes oppressive and distressing*, from 
being combined with moisture. 

From tradition, as well as living observation, it is evi- 
dent, that the waters in many of the creeks in Pennsyl- 
vania have diminished considerably within these last 
fifty years. Hence many mills, erected upon large and 
deep streams of water, now stand idle in dry weather: 
and many creeks, once navigfaiile in large boats, are now 
impassable, even in canoes. This diminution of the wa- 
ters has been ascribed to the application of a pait of 
them to the purpose of making meadows. 

The mean elevation of the barometer in Philadelphia, 
ii about thirty inches. The variations in the barometer 
are very inconsiderable, in the greatest changes of the 
weather, which occur in the city of Philadelphia. Du- 
ring the violent and destructive storm, which blew from 
the soutli west on the 11th of November, 1788, it sud- 
denly fell from 30 to 29 3-10. Mr. Rittenhouse informs 
me, that long and faithful ol^rvations have satisfied him, 
that the alterations in the height of the mercury, in the 
barometer, do not precede, but always succeed changes 
m the weather. It fiills from the south and south west, 
and rises with the north and north west winds. 

The quantity of water, which falls in rain and snow, 
one year with another, amounts to from 24 to 36 inches. 
But to complete the account of variable qualities in the 
Mmate, it will be necessary to add, that our summers 
Aid autumni are sometimes marked by a deficiency, or 
by an excessive quantity of rain. The siunmer and au- 
tumn of 1782 were uncommonly dry. Nearly two 
months elapsed without a single shower of rain. There 
were only two showers in the whole months of Sept. and 
October. In consequence of this dry weather, there 
was no second crop of hay. The Indian com failed of 
its inci^ase in many places, and was cut down for food 
for cattle. Trees newly planted, died. The pasture 
fields not only lost iheir verdure, but threw up small 
olouds of dust, when agitated by the feet of men, or 
beasts. Cattle in some instances were diiven many miles 
to be watered, every morning and evening.* The 
earth became so inflammable in some places, as to bum 
above a foot below its surface. A complete consumption 
of the turf, by an accidental fire, kindled in the adjoin- 
ing state of N. Jersey, spread terror and distress through 
a large tract of country. Crabs, which never forsake 
salt or brackish water, were caught more than a mile 
above the city of Philadelphia, in the river Delaware^ 
which is sixty miles above the places in which they are 
usually found. Springy of water and large creeks were 
dried up in many parts of the state* Rocks appeared 

• It was remarked, during this dry weather, tha'c the 
sheep were uncommonly fat, and their flesh well tasted, 
while all the (^er domestic animals languished from the 
want of grass and vater. 

Vol. H. 23 



in the river Schuylkill, which had never been observed 
before, by the oldest persons then alive. On one of 
them were cut the figures 1701. The atmosphere, du.- 
ring part of this dry weather, was often filled, especially 
in the mornings, with a thin mist,* which, 'while it de- 
ceived with the expectation of rain, served the valuable 
purpose of abating the heat of the sun. I am sorry 
that I am not able to furnish tlie mean heat of each of 
the summer months. My notes of the weather enable 
me to add nothing further upon this subject, than that 
the summer was * 'uncommonly cool/' 

The summer of the vear 1788 afforded a remarkable 
instance of excess in the quanti^ of rain, which 800ie<* 
times falls in Pennsylvania. Thirteen days are marked 
with nun in July in the records cf the weather kept at 
Sprin^ill. There fell, on the 18th af»d 19th of Au- 
g^t, seven inches of rain in the city of Philadelphia.— 
The wheat suffered greatly by the constant nuns of Ju- 
ly, in the eastern and midole parts of tlie state. So un- 
productive a harvest in grain, from wet weather, had 
not been known, it is said, in the course of the last se- 
venty years. The heat of the air^ during these summer 
months, was very moderate. Its mean teftiperatare at 
Springmill was 67.8 in June, 74.7 in July, ai^ only 70,6 
in August. 

It is some consolation to a citizen of Pennsylvania, in 
recording facts, which seem to militate against our cli- 
mate, to reflect, that the difference of the weather in 
different parts of the state, at the same season, is hap- 
pilv accommodated to promote an increase of the same 
objects of agriculture: and hence a deficiency of crope 
has netrer been known in any one year throughout the 
whole state. 

The aurora borealis and meteors are seen occasionaOy 
in Pennsylvania. In the present imperfect state of our 
knowledge of their influence upon the human body, it 
would be forei^ to the design of this history of our 
climate to describe them. 

Storms and hurricanes ar^ not unknown \ti Pennsyl<< 
vania. Th^ y occur once in four or five years) bat they 
are most frequent and destructive in the autumn. The/ 
are generally accompanied by rain. Trees are torn up 
by the roots} and the rivers and creeks are sometime* 
swelled so suddenly, as to do considerable damage ' to 
the adjoining fiuma. The wind, during these storms, 
generally blows from the south east and south west. In 
3ie storms, which occurred in September 1769, and in 
the same month of the year 1785, the wind veered round 
contrary to its usual course, and blew from the north. 

Afler what has been said, the character of the climate 
of Pennsylvania may be summed up in a few words.— 
There are no two successive years alike* Eren the 
same successive seasons and months differ firom each 
other every ycar^ Perhaps there is but one steady trait 
in the character of our climate, and that is, it is unifonn<' 
ly variable. 

To furnish the reader with a succinct view of the 
weather in Pennsylvania, that includes all the articles 
that have been mentioned, I shall here subjoin a table 



♦ A similar mist was observed in France by Dr. Frank- 
lin, in the summer of 1782. The winter, which suc- 
ceeded it, was uficommonly cold in France, aa well at 
in Pennsylvania. 
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containing the result of meteorological obserrations 
made for one year, near the river Schuylkill, in the 
' neigiibourhood of Philadelphia, by an ingeniotis French 
gentleman,* who divides his time between rural employ- 
ments and useful philosophical pursuits. This table is 
extracted from the Columbian Magazine for February, 
1788. The height of Springmill above the city of Phi- 
ladelphia, is supposed to be about 70 feet. 

It is worthy of notice, how near the mean heat of the 
year, and of the month of April, in two successive years, 
are to each other in the same place. The mean heat of 
April, 1787, was 54° 3, that of April, 1788, was 52° 2. 
By the table of the mean heat of each month in the 
year, it appears that the mean heat of 1787 was 53° 5 
at Springmill. 

The following accounts of the climates of Pekin and 
Madrid, which lie within a few minutes of the sitme lati- 
tude as Philadelphia, may serve to show how mach cli- 
mates are altered by local and relative circumstances. 
The account of the temperature of the air at Pekin, 
will serve further to show, that with all the advantages 
of the highest degrees of cultivation, which have taken 
place in China^ the winters are colder, and the summers 
warmer there than in Pennsylvania, principally from a 
cause which will probably operate upon the winters of 
Pennsylvania for many centuries to come, viz. the vici- 
nity of an uncultivated north west countiy. 

"Pekin, lat. 39° 54, long. 116° 29 W. 

**By five years observations, its annual mean tempera- 
turc was found to be 55° 5. 



January 
February 
March 
April 



20° 
32 
48 
59 



75 



May 


72° 


June 


83, 75 


July 


84 8 


August 


S3 



Mr. Legeaux. 



September 63 | November 41 

October 52 | December 27 

'*The temperature of the Atlantic, under this paraHel, 
is 62: but the standard of this part of the globe is the 
North Pacific, which it here 4 or 5 deg^es colder than 
the Atlantic. The yellow sea is the nearest to Pekin, 
being about 200 miles distant from it: bat it is itself 
cooled by the mountunous country of Cores, which in- 
terposes between it and the ocean, for a considerable 
part of its extent. Besides, all the northern parts of 
China (in which Pekin lies) must be cooled by the vi- 
cinity of the mountains of Chinese Tartsry, WDong 
which the cold is said to be excessive. 

"The greatest cold usually experienced diirini^ this 
period, was 5°, the greatest heat, 98°: On the 25th of 
July 1778, the heat arose to 108° and 110°: aN. E. or 
N. W. wind produces the greatest cold; a 8. or 8. W. 
or S. E. the greatest heat"* 

•Itfadrid lat. 40° 25' long. 3° 20^ E. 

"The usual heat in summer is said to be from 75 to 85^; 
even at night it seldom falls below 70°; the mean height 
of the barometer is 26,96. It seems to be about 1900 
feet above the level of the sea.*f 

The above accounts are extracted from Mr. Kirwan's 
useful and elaborate estimate of the temperature of dif- 
ferent latitudes. 

The history, which has been given, of the climate of 
Pennsylvania, is confined chiefly to die country on the 
east side of the Allegheny mountain. On the west side 
of this mountain the climate differs materially ftom that 
of the south eastern parts of the state, in the tempera- 
ture of the air, in the effects of the winds upon the 
weather, and in the quantity of nun and snow, which 



* <*6 Mem. Scar. Etrmng. p. 528.'' 
t Mem. Par. 1777, p. 146. 

METEOROLOGICAIi OBSERVATIONS, 



MApE AT SPRING MILL, THIRTEEN MILES N. N. W. OF PHILADELPHIA. 

AKSULT or THE TBAB 1787. 
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&ns ercry yew. The winter seldom bretks up on the 
mountains before the 35th of March. A fall of snow 
was once perceiired upon it, which measured an inch 
and an half; on the 11th day of June. The trees, which 
grow upon it, are small: and Indian com is with difficul- 
ty brought to maturity even at the foot of the cast side 
of it. The south west winds, on the west side of the 
mountain, are accompanied by cold and rain. , The soil 
is rich, consisting in many places of near a foot of black 
mould. The roads in this country are muddy in winter; 
but seldom dusty in summer. The arrangement of the 
strata of the earth on the west side, differs materially 
from their arrangement on the east side of the mountain. 
'yhe country," says Mr. Rittcnhouse, in a letter to a 
friend in Philadelphia, "when viewed from the western 
ridge of the Allegheny, appears to be one vast, extend- 
ed plain. All the various strata of stone seem to lie un- 
disturbed in the situation in which they were first form- 
ed, and the layers of stone, sand, clay, and coal, are 
nearly horizontal." 

The temperature of the ur, on the west, is seldom so 
hot, or so cold, as on the east side of the mountain. By 
comparing the state of a thermometer, examined by 
Dr. Bedford at Pittsburg, 284 miles from Philadelphia, 
it appean, that the weather was not so cold withm 12 
degrees in that town, as it was in Philadelphia, on the 
5th of Februanr, 1788. 

To show the difference between the weather at 
Spring^ill and in Pittsburg, I shall here subjoin an ac- 
count of it, in both places, tlie first taken by Mr. Le- 
geauxy and the other by Dr. Bedford. This account is 
unfortunately confined only to the first fifteen days in 
April 1788; but it affords a good specimen of the differ- 
ences of the weather, on the two sides of the mountain, 
in eveiy month of the year. It is remarkable, that in 
five days out of seven, the rain which fell, was on the 
same days in both places. 

Meteorofogical observaHons, made at ^pnngmiU, 13 mik$ 
NNW. of Philadelphia, Monih of April 1788. 
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from Philadelphia, Month of April, 17S8. 
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From a review of all the facts which have been men- 
tioned, it appears that the climate of Pennsylvania is. a 
compound of most of the climates in the world. Here 
we have the moisture of Britain in the spring, the heat 
of Africa in summer, the temperature of Italy in June, 
the sky of Egypt in autumn, the cold and snows of Nor- 
way, and the ice of Holland in the winter, the tempests 
(in a certain degree) of the West Indies in every sea- 
son, and the variable winds and weather of Great Britain 
in every month of the year. 

From this history of the climate of Pennsylvania, it is 
easy to ascertun, what degrees of health, and what dis- 
eases prevail in the state. As we have the climate, so 
we have the health, and the acute diseases, of all the 
countries that have been mentioned. Without attempt- 
ing to enumerate the diseases, I shall only add a few 
words upon the time and manner in which they are 
produced. 

I. It appears, from the testimonies of many aged per- 
sons, that pleurisies and inflammatory disorders of all 
kinds, are less frequent now than they were forty and 
fifty years ago. 

II. It is a well known fact, that intermitting and bilious 
fevers have increased in Pennsylvania, in proportion as 
the country has been cleared of ila wood, in many parts 
of the state. 

III. It is equally certain, that these fevers have lessen- 
ed or disappeared, in proportion as the country has 
been euUimted. 

IV. Heavy rains and freshes in the spring seldom pro- 
duce fevers, unless they be succeeded by unseasonably 
warm weather. 

V. Sudden changes from great heat to cold, or cool 
wealher, if they occur before tljie 20th August, seldom 
produce fevers. After that time, they are generally fol- 
lowed by them. 

VI. The same state of the atmosphere, whether cold 
or warm, moist or dry, continued for a long time witli- 
out any material changes, is always healthy. Acute and 
inflammatory fevers were in vain looked for in the cold 
winter of 1779-80. The dry summer of 1782, and the 
wet summer of 1788, were hkewise uncommonly heal- 
thy, in the city of Philadelphia. These facts extend 
only to those diseases which depend upon the sensible 
qualities of the air. Diseases from miasmata and conta- 
gfion, are less influenced by the uniformity of the wea- 
ther. The autumn of 1780 was very sickly in Philadel- 
phia, from the peculiar mtuation of the grounds in the 
neighbourhood, while the country was uncpmmonly 
heiUthy. The dry summer and autumnof 1782, were 
uncommonly sickly in the country, from the extensive 
sources of morbid exhalation, which were left by the di- 
minution of the waters in the creeks and rivers. 

VII. Diseases are often generated in one season, and 
produced in another. Hence we frequently observe fe- 
vers of different kinds to follow every species of the 
weather, which has been mentioned in the last observa- 
tion. 

Vni. The excessive heat in Pennsylvania, has some- 
times proved fatal, to persons who have been much ex- 
posed to it. Its morbid effects discover themselves b> a 
difficulty of breathing, a general languor, and, in some 
instances, by a numbness and an immobility of the ex- 
tremities. The excessive cold in Pennsylvania has more 
frequently proved fatal, but it has been chiefly to those 
persons who have sought a defence from it, by larg^ 
draughts of spirituous liquors. Its operation in bringing 
on sleepiness, previously to death, is well known. On 
the 5th of February 1788, many people were af- 
fected by the cold. It produced a pain in the head ( 
and, in one instance, a sickness at the stomach, and a 
vomiting appeared to be the consequence of it. I have 
frequently observed, that a greater number of old peo- 
ple die, during the continuance of extreme cold and 
warm weather, than in the same number of days in mo- 
derate weather. 
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IX. May find June arc -usually the healthiest months in 
itS^ year. 

X. The influence of tlie winds upon health, depends 
very mudi upon the nature of the counti-y over which 
they pass. Winds, which pass over roiU-dams and 
marshes in August and September, generally carry with 
Ihcm the seeds of fevers. 

XI. The country in the neighbourhood of Philadel- 
phia is muf^h more sickly than the central parts of the 
city, after Uxe 20th of August 

Xn. The night air is always vmwholesoroe from the 
20th of August, especially during the passive state of the 

Sstem in sleep. The frequent and sudden changes of 
e air from beat to cold, (exclusive of its insensible 
qualities) repder it unsafe at any time to sleep with open 
windows. 

Xin. Valetudinarians alwitys enjoy the most health in 
Pennsylvania in the summer and winter months. The 
spring, in a particular manner, is very un&vourable to 
^em. 

I shall conclude the account of the influence of the 
climate of Pennsylvania upon the human body, with the 
fbUowing observations. 

1. The sensations of heat and cold are influenced so 
much by outward circumstances, that we oflen mistake 
the degrees of them, by neglecting to use such conve- 
liiences as are calculated to obviate tlie effects of their 
excess. A native of Jamaica often complains less of the 
heat, and (H native of Canada of the cold, in their respec- 

' tive countries, than they do, under certain circumstances. 
In Pennsylvania. Even a Pennsylvanian frequently com- 
plains less of the heat in Jamuca, and the cold in Ca- 
nada, than in his native state. The reason of this is 
plain. In countries where heat and cold are intense and 
regular, the inhabitants g^ard themselves by accommo- 
dating their houses and dresses to each of Uiem. The 
instability and short duration of excessive heat and cold 
In Pennsylvania, have unfortunately led its inhabitants, 
in many mstances, to neglect adopting customs, which 
pre used in hot and cold countries to guard against 
them. Where houses are built with a southern or 
south-western front exposure, and where other accom* 
modations to the climate are observed in thejr construc- 
tion, the disagreeable excesses of heat and cold are ren- 
dered much less percepti|>le in Pcnns)-lvania. Perhaps 
the application of the principles of philosophy and taste 
to the construction of our houses within the last thirty or 
forty years, may be another reason why some old peo- 
ple have supposed th^t the degrees of heat and cold are 
less in Pennsylvania than they were in former years, 

2, The variable nature of Uie climate of Pennsylvania 
does not render it necessarily unhejilthy. Dr. Huxham 
has taught us, that the healthiest seasons in Great Bri- 
tain have oflen been accompanied by the most variable 
weather. His words upon this subject convey a reason 
for the fact ^' When the constitutions of the year are 
freq^uently ch^gtng, so that by the contrast, a sort of 
equilibrium is kept up, and health with it; and that es- 
pecially if persons be carefVil to guard themselves well 
against these sudden ahanges."* Perhaps no climate or 
country is unhealthy, where men acquire from experi- 
ence or tradition, the arts of accommodating themselves 
to it The history of all the nations in the world, whe- 
ther savage, barbarous,^ or civilized, previously to a mix- 
ture of their manners by an intercourse with strangers, 
seems to favour this opinion. The climate of China ap- 
pears, in many particuljirs, to resemble that of Pennsyl- 
vania. The Ch^e^e wear loose garments of different 
lengths, and increase or diminish the number of them, 
ficcordingr to the frequent and sudden changes of their 
weather; hence they hgve few acute diseases .impngst 
them. Those inhabitanU of Pennsylvania, who have ac- 
quired the arts of conforming to the clianges and ex- 
tremes of our weather, in dress, diet, and manners, es- 

* Observations on the Air find Epidemic Diseases, 
ro). ?. p. ^. 



cape most of those acute diseases which are occasioiied 
by the sensible qualities of the air; and faithful inquiries 
and observations have proved, that they attain tots 
great ages as the same number of people m any part of 
the world. 
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PaiHcxTOK, 5th January, 1781. 
3 o'clock, P. M. 
Sir — You will proceed with all possible despatch to 
Philadelphia to send up the auditors of accounts imme- 
diately, to settle the pay and depredation of the line. 

If you meet with the committee ^m the Governor 
and Council you will please forward them to this pUce. 
Interim, I am your most obedient, humble servant, 

ANT'Y. WAYNE. 

Mr. JOBH DOITALDSOH. 

[On M« bade,] 
** I think the auditors should come forward, it will 
have a good conciliatory efiect. 

Yours J. BEED. 

Hon. Mr, Morris." 

[N. B. This letter was designed for the committee^ 
but as they came over the river, I send it to you to save 
repetition.] 

Trenion^ 3 o'ebdc, 
Jany. 6^ 1781. 

Qentkmenr-^^tMher time nor the limits of a letter will 
permit my entering into a particular detail of the intelli- 
gence received from Princeton. In substance it is that 
the mutineers though acting by system have divisions 
among themselves, and such suspicions of €^ach other as 
may soon lay a foundation of proper reconciliation. I. am 
surprised to And that they entertained strong aversion 
to many of their former officers, and the tales they tell 
of severities and unobserved promises, have had a great 
effect on the minds of the people of the state, so that 
a vigorous resistance by the militia is doubtful, at least 
till provoked by outrage on their property, or by the 
troops advancing to unreasonable propositions, which 
they seem likely to do. I beg leave to communicate in 
a few words, my present idea, viz. — to hear their com- 
plaints, to promise redress to reasonable ones — to repel 
firmly those of a contrary kind, unless the approach of 
the enemy should change tlie face of affairs, and 
to get the several different claimants to advance their 
separate claims by separate agents as to clothing and 
what are the real necessaries of a soldier. I sbau en- 

fage liberally beca.'se these they must have to do their 
uly — to engage them to admit the old officers to take 
command if possible and to make no exceptions of par- 
don, but to tJie murderers of the deceased officers. It 
is my present opinion, (but this I would not have influ- 
ential on the committee contranr to their own judg- 
ment) tliat the negotiation should be first tried on the 
part of the state, and if new or further concessiofls 
than I make are necessary, the committee may have the 
opportunity to offer them, fully confiding in the wisdom 
and policy of the committee on such an unhappy occa- 
sion, that they will not authorize bad examples on other 
lines, for I trust the liberties of America do not depend 
on the caprice of 1500 men, of any state. 

The enemy are not yet out — ^that circumstance will 
change the face of things exceedingly^ — especially as 
the troops occasionally turn their eyes to N. York. I Aall 
let the committee know what is the result of the afier- 
noon's conference— I mean to g^ within 4 mHes of Prince 
ton this afternoon, where I have written Gen. Wayne to 
meet me, and to inform the troops that I am ready to 
hear any reasonable complaints decently offered— Fsbsll 
direct my letters to Kr. Barclay, till I am otherwise re^ 
quested, and am, gentlemen. 
Very respectfully, 

Your obedient, humble servant, 
To the Committee of Cpngresf. JOS. REED, 
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LETTER OF GOV. REED TO PROBABLY 

" MR. BARCLAY. 
Bear Sir — The enclosed letter to the committee of 
Jongress, which was unnecessary by their arrival at this 
A^e will inform you of my proceeding, till 12 o'clock. 
: i'orwarde<i my letter to Gen. Wayne requesting Kim to 
Tacet me 4 miles from Princeton at 4 o'clock this after- 
\yjn, an.l also to let the troops know I should be there 
c receive any propositions from them, and redress any 
injuries they had sustained, but that after the indignities 
ottered the Marquis and Gen. St Clair, I could not put 
mjrtejf in their power. The light horse who carried 
the letter were civilly treated by the Board of Serjeants, 
and permitted to deliver their letter to Gen. Wayne; 
whom they saon after sent for, but he refused attending 
them, upon which they went to him, seemed affected by 
the letter which was more calculated for them than for 
Gen. Wayne. They requested it, and promised they 
would make the contents known to the men, but this 
they did not do, whether for want of time (Gen. Wayne 
having limited the return of it to him in half an hour) 
or any other cause is not known. However, the men 
heard of it, and expressed a desire to hear it; but the 
evening advancing, and Gen. Wayne claiming a right to 
read it himself it was agfreed to meet early in the morn- 
ing 00 the parade of Gen. Wayne to attend for that pur- 
pose. Every body agrees there has been a great change 
to day, and that they are more and more divided, which 
is natural after a few days enjoyment of new and unex- 
pected power. They permitted the horsemen to return 
and expressed g^eat anxiety to know whether I enter- 
tained any unkind sentiments. Some of the Serjeants 
and lAen took pains to inform the gpentlemen privately, 
that they were not fond of the business. In short, a 
number of favourable symptoms turned up, that I should 
have had great hopes, if unfortunately the enemy had 
not madea movement: of the effects and consequences 
of which I am now very doubtful. The enclosed papers 
will convey tlie whole of our intelligence on that sub- 
ject, and it is indeed alarming; for the troops still pro- 
fess ^ good disposition ag^nst the enemy, they utterly 
reject their former officers, except a very few; but pro- 
pose to act under their Serjeants, as officers: There are 
no signs of British gold, or of British emissaries, except 
a few Serjeants, who have been imprudently raised from 
the ranks to that office. These fellows, doubtless, will 
do aU the mischief they can, but a great majority are 
certainly well inclined to the country. I hope by Gen. 
Wayne's promise to meet me to morrow, that he is at 
his 6wn liberty, but he has met with some mortifying 
slights. This incursion of the enemy will induce me 
[to] get them down here if possible, and the same rea- 
son will induce me to take them over the river if there 
is the least prospect of the enemy advancing: as I con- 
sider their joining the enemy as a very, indeed a most 
deplorable event, to be guax^ed against at the risque of 
every other consequence. They behave remarkably 
well at their quarters, but either refuse admission to all 
their officers or immediately dismiss 'them except Gen. 
Wayne and the two Colonels, who do not know whether 
they are prisoners or not. As the time and circumstance 
did not admit my proceeding in the business this eve- 
ning, I returned here, but shall g^ up in the morning 
either to get them to march hither or to meet their com- 
plaints at some short distance from their guards, for it 
aeema to be a universal opinion, that it is not prudent 
for me to go within their camp, uid my own concur in 
the present situation of things. Though they take it 
hard I do not trust them, ^very thing necessary for the 
equipment of a soldier, that is, shirts, shoes, overalls, 
hi^ &C. I shall promise liberally, and in the meantime,' 
I most beg you wouldcollect by some means or other. 
^ an enddsed note you will see they lay great stress 
it|Km it. I am told, some of them are very shabby; for 
l&s purpose, I have sent down Mr. Tumbull. Itis really 
a mostoecesMry business at present and must be attend- 
c4 jt9 accordingly. To morrow will be an important day, 



and if you do not hear from me by 8 o'clock Monday 
morning, you may conclude things are going right. If 
(as I doubt not) the enemy really land and advance, the 
militia roust be called unless a perverse spirit shpuldnp- 
pear, of which the officers will judge. If I cannot get 
these troops to go back or propose terms, I shall, I be- 
lieve, go round them and try what effect joining the 
Jersey militia will have. Afler the .Pennsylvania line 
has brought the enemy into this state, it would be un- 
pardonable in us not to do every thing in our power for 
their protection. 

•You will please to communicate to the President of 
Congress the whole or such parts of this letter as may 
be necessary. Having been on horseback all day, I flat- 
ter myself that my fatigue will be an excuse for not wri- 
ting to him, and especially as it must be merely a repe- 
tition. I am with much esteem, Dear Sir, 
Your ob't. & very 

Hbb'L Scrv't. 

JOS. REED. 

P. S. The Pennsylvania officers are assembled at 
Pennington 8 miles from this. 

Trenton, Jan. 6, 1781. 
Past 11 o'clock at night. 

EUzahethtown 4 Jan'y, 1781: 
5 o'clock in the morning. 
Dear General: — Ag^eable to the permisaon which I 
received of Mr.L**** that he received of Major Fidi* 
bourne, I went over to New York and have just now re- 
turned. Yesterday about 12 o'clock, the .BriUsh got 
the news of the unhappy disturbance in yimt camp. 
Nothing could possibly have g^ven them so much plea- 
sure. Every preparation is makiifg among them to come 
out to make a descent on Jersey; I think South Amboy 
is their object. They expect those in mutiny will im- 
mediately join them. A person on whom I can rely, 
told me that Captain Lard was ordered to have all the 
flat bottomed boats ready upon the shortest notice. If 
they come out rt will be with considerable force and may- 
be expected within twenty four hours from this time. 
Sir, I am with great personal respect. 

Your humble servant, 

• . . . . • . . . 
Brig. Gen. Wayne. 

P. S. Dear General:— I have had the above person 
present and examined him; therefore, you may rely on 
the above intelligence. I should be very glad you would 
let me know how it is with you, as I have not heard no- 
thing from you since night before last The militia here 
has collected, tolerable for the time they received orders 
at this place. 

Head Quarters, Elizabethtown, Jan. 4, 1781. 
Signed, JACOB CRANE, 

Lieut. CoL 
A true copy. 

R. BUTLIB. 

Memorandum* There lays in the mouth of Raritaiiv 
a sloop of war supposed to be 16 or 20 guns, a sloop 
thought her tender, a Virginia schooner, a galley and 
about 12 or 15 fiat bottom boats. A schooner and a 
brigantine, under sail making for the fleet fVom N. Yoi^ 

The above vessels are on a line from C to 

Billop's point. 

From the best accounts I can g^t, the view of the 
enemy is to cover the embarkation of the rioters in case 
they should take a turn towards the line. Vou may de- 
pend on it, that Perth Amboy will be their route and 
not South Amboy, as is conjectured. The country is 
open that way, and South Amboy is woody and the em- 
barkation difficult on account of the flats. They can- 
not embark here, but at particular times of tide when 
they can at Perth Amboy at any time. I saw the 
agent yesterday and from his discourse I think they 
have no other object than the revoHers and from the 
situation of the vessels I think Amhoy to be thepkce. 
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To GOTXBHOR LITIN6STON. 

Ikar Governor, — ^I have this moment received intelli- 
gence by one who may be depended on, that the ene- 
my have thii day g^ne down from New York to Prince's 
Bay, with their flat bottomed boats, got there about 2 
o'clock, and their armed vessels was coming down also; 
the whole of the troop has marching orders on Staten 
Island, to have 2 pair of stockings, 2 shirts and blanket, 
with three days provision, a few Hessians and part of 
Barton's Corps is to be left, the whole supposed to go to 
land at South Amboy, tho' some conjecture thejr will 
land lower down shore. The enemy is much rejoiced 
at the unhappy news we have in the Pennsylvania camp, 
they have received intelligence this moming", on the 
island, by a man who went over from Woodbridge, that 
the new commandant of the Pennsylvania line would 
join them if he could have an opportunity. This aflTair 
has stopped the last fleet's proceeding. This from your 
friend and humble servant, 

MOSES JACQUES, Col. Commandant 
Head-quartern Elizabethioum, 
January 5, 1781—6 o'clock P. M. 

Elizabeihtoum, January 5, 1781. 

Dear Sir — ^I set out from this place yesterday about 11 
o'clock, and proceeded immediately to New York, and 
arrived at that place about 5 o'clock P.M. I again left 
it about half after eleven o'clock at night During mv 
stay there, I took particular care to get the best intelh- 
gence I possibly could collect, both from my own ob- 
servation and our friends. I never saw the British exert 
themselves so much in all my life. Notwithstanding the 
nm, which poured down like torrents, they did not 
slacken their proceedings — ^they were constantly era- 
ployed in embarking on board vessels of about 60 or 70 
tons burden, and smaller, on board of which there goes 
4 or 5000 troops, their destination is for Amboy — ^I 
think they will be there to day or to night — ^They are in 
^at hoples that the Pennsylvania line, will join them, 
m consequence of which they will use every means in 
their power to get them to repair to their standard, they 
take with theiQ twenty pieces of cannon, 18 of which 
are heavy, 54 eng^.neers carpenters go with them. * 
I am with great respect, 

CoL Dayton. A Strang xr. 

P. S. I am almost tired to death, or I would set out 
again immediately — ^been two nights without sleep, and 
last night so wet that I had not a dry thread on me. 

Memorandum, apparently in Governor Reed's hand- 
writing: 

" This letter is wrote by a person who has generally 
given good intelligence." 

BrunswUk, January 6, 1781, 
1 o'clock, jP. M. 
Dear General— "By intelligence this moment received 
from Elizabethtown, the enemy have brought a number 
of flat boats to Prince's bay, and some armed vessels, 
and that the whole of the troops on Staten Island had 
marching orders, with three daj^ provisions. In case 
the enemy shall invade the state I shall send immediate 
intelligence. 

I remain, with respect. 

Dear Genl. your very humble servt 

NATHANIEL HEARD, B. O. 
General Wayne. 

Princeton^ 6th January, 1781. 
6 o'clock, P. M. 
Dear Sir — I was honoured with yours of this day dat- 
ed Trenton 12 o'clock, and communicated the con- 
tents to the Serjeants. Mr. M'Clenagan and Mr, Nisbet 
will inform you how matters are — ^to-morrcw morning 
will probably produce a change of sentiment You will 



be safe this night at the place mentionedr-l will see yoa 
in the morning. Interim I am with much esteem, 
Yr. most obed. humb. servt. 

ANT'Y. WAYNE. 
His Excellency Gov. Reed. 

In Gov, Beed'a tm^fig*— N. B. The place mentioned 
in this letter was Pennin^^on — but I did not think it pro- 
per to go there for obvious reasons. 

Pnneeton, Jany. 6, 1781. 
His Excellencv Joseph Reed, 

Governor of Pennsylvania. 
Gen. Wayne having communicated to the committee 
of Serjeants convened at his request to represent the 
grievances of the Pennsylvania Line, the purpoK , of 
your Excellency's letter of the evening of this institiit 
signifying some doubt of your safety in meeting him in 
Princeton — but Yr. Excellency need not be in the least 
afraid or apprehensive of any uregularities or ill treftt- 
ment that the whole line would be very happy how ex- 
pedient 3^. Excellency would be in settling tms unhap- 
py affair. , 

We are Yr. Excellencies most obedt. most 
Humbl. Servts. 

[Signed tn eor^wuiion.1 
WM. BOUZAR, Sec'y. 

Sir — ^Those articles of Cloathing which yoo mention- 
ed yesterday to our board would tend to a great pacill* 
cation if you would procure them as early as possible as 
the men in gensral is in great want and profound" neces- 
sity for the same, and therefore should be gjlad bow soon 
you could send us answer in how short time you can 
procure them. 

Signed by the Board, 

WM. BOUZAR, Sec'y. 

Genl. WAYvir-January 6, 1781. 

Bead quarters, Prineelon, 
6ih Jany, 1781. 
When Gen. Wayne is assured that the terms offered 
by him on the 4th instant will be complied with on the 
part of the non-commissioned officers and privates of 
the Penns'a. Line, he will take the proper measures to 
procure an immediate and full supply of shirts, shoes^ 
socks, and overalls. 

Bristol, January 6, 1781, 
Sir— The Committee of Congress being informed that 
the troops are about to march to Trenton this night have 
concluded to remain at this place until they receive 
some intelligence from your Excellencyt should you 
tliink it best we will set off immediately on the return 
of this express, or should it appear most adviseable we 
will remain here till we receive further information from 
his Excellency. 

I have the honour to be most respectfully 
Your Excellency's most obed. serv. 
By order of the Committee, 

JNO. SULLIVAN. 
His Excellency President Reed. 

Letter prepared for Genl. Wayne, but not sent, he 
meeting me on the road. 

Trenton, Jany. 7, 1781. 
7o'cbek,J,M. 

Dear €reneral— I received your fiivour of yesterday 
by Messrs. M'Clenachan and Nesbitt, and finding from 
circumstances it was impracticable to see you last night 
or any of the persons I expected, I returned to this 
place for the sake of accommodation— Upon considering 
our affairs I have thought it adviseable to get the troops 
to march to this place as soon as circumstances will ad- • 
mit— My reasons arc these— first, The conmniss'rs. in- 
forms me the provisions are nearly exhausted, and the 
men have hitherto behaved so well to the inhabitants. 
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iBit it would be a pity to drire the troops to the neces- 
sity of distressing them, when at this place they may be 
otherwise supplied. Secondly, they will find this town 
more convenient to receive the cloathing, which is pre- 
pared in Philada. and will come up by water. Thirdly, 
They will be nearer to Congress to whom it may be ne- 
cessary to apply in the course of the bunness, as the 
I whole continental army will be affected by the mea- 
1 sures which may be taken in consequence of this un- 
happy event. Fourthly, I am persuaded the Penns'a. 
Line have the honour of the state too much at heart to 
request their President to attend them, when conveni- 
ence and propriety will make it better on all other ac- 
counts, thev should come here, and in this case I should 

be able to be nearer to them than at present ^I have 

received a letter from Mr. Bouzar who signs as secreta- 
tary but does not say to whom, but as it is probable you 
can convey my sentiments to him I would wish you to 
infttrm him and the persons with whom he acts in con- 
junction, that it is rather a regard to my own station 
which prevents my g^ing into Princeton than any dis- 
trust of tiiem either on the score of safety or g^od 
treatment But as it is certain that however just their 
^ complaints may be, the power now assumed is in opposi- 
, tkm to the auUiority of the country, it would I fear g^ve 
I oflTence to the people of the state if I should even pass 
their guards. To prevent any doubt on my part I have 
only brought up a few of the Pennsylvania Light Horse 
1 to serve as expresses and for intelligence, but far be it 
I from me but in the last necessity to ask their service 
sj^ntt these our brethren — if they were a more effec- 
, tive force than they are. You know my Dear General, 
I that I have ever been a soldier's friend, that I have used 
! all my influence to procure them comforts of all kinds, 
and that they really have been more attended to than the 
j troops of any other state, which I am sure they will ac- 
knowledge — ^if we have not done better it b owing to a 
want of means. We hourly expect gfreat supplies 
from Europe, which would make them easy on the 
score of clothing, and which I do not think they will 
ever want agwn— Tho' I must lament the unfortunate 
occasion, I shall with great pleasure hearken to well 
founded complaints, and concur in any reasonable plan 
I to accommodate matters to general satisfaction. 
I I am, dear sir. 

Your obedient, humble servant, 

JOS. REED. 
P. 8. You will be so good as to communicate to the 
Troops my desire that they would proceed to Trenton 
as soon as circumstances will admit. 

January?, 1780 [81] Daniel Hunt. 
Prq)ared but not sent as 
Gen. Wayne come before it. 

Dear General— I received your letter last evening 
giving our expectations of meeting you this day. But 
not hearing from you, I have sent ag^ to know whether 
I may expect you and when and whether any persons 
on the part of the troops will make known their com- 
plaints, which will most certainly be redressed on every 
reasonable point: and when any doubt arises the con- 
struction to be in favor of the soldier. The proposals 
made by them on the 4th inst. seem to form a reasonable 
pound of accomrmodation. The 4th article has been 
hastily drawn, their own experience will convince them, 
of the necessity of sdtnt alteration. It will be necessa- 
ly also to distin|[uish those who have freely enlisted for 
lbs war, oUierwise all contract is at an end, and where 
tey are rcquestmg an allowance for depreciation agfree- 
abte to contract, they certainly will not vindicate a breach 
of contract. We will also ag^e, upon some equitable 
mode of detemuning who are so enlisted, which may be 
done by three persons agreed for that purpose. But 
tiiis will not exclude those from a g^tuity proportioned 
to their services. They may depend upon ievery just 
aad reasonable allowance, sjid I hope they have too 
iM^ honor and ^irit to tanuih their former good con- 



duct by asking unreasonable thingps or those which are 
impracticable. Their honorable and patriotic conduct 
this morning MfiU be ever remembered and suitably re« 
warded if nothing unfavorable to their country should 
happen. Should they refuse to serve their country at 
this time, it will be an dtemal reproach to the state to 
wluch they belong and to which they have done so much 
honor by their bravery; and they roust acknowledge 
that when they compare the conduct of the state to them 
with that of most other states, they have been better 
provided than others. Those who after being discharg- 
ed choose to re-enlist will be kindly received, but they 
win be at their liberty to do it or not. If they choose to 
engage again, they will be allowed furlows to see their 
friends wnen the circumstances of the army will admit. 
The arrear of pay, depreciation, clothing, &c. I men- 
tioned in my former letter, these will be taken care of 
immediately. Should they take any rash step after this, 
all the world will condemn them and they wiU condemn 
themselves; for America wiU not be lost, if they decline 
their assistance to save her. 

I am. Dear Sir, 
Yourob'thbbl. servH.. 

JOS. REED. 

Copy of the Propositions sent to the Pennsylvania Line 
by General Clinton, Jan. 7, 1781. 

It having been reported at New York that the Penn- 
sylvania troops and others having been defrauded by 
Congress of their pay, clothing and provisions, and as- 
sembled for a redress of their grievances, and also that 
notwithstanding the terms of their enlistments are ex- 
pired they have been forccably detained in the service 
where they have sufl^ered every kind of misery and op- 
pression — They are now offered to be taken under the 
protection of the British government to have their rights 
restored, a free pardon for all former offences and that 
pay due to them from Congress faithfully paid to them 
without any expectation of military service except it 
may be voluntvy upon laying down their arms and re- 
turning to their allegiance, for if they will send commis- 
sioners to Amboy,they wiU there be met by people em- 
powered to treat with them and faith shall be pledged 
for their security. 

It is recommended to them for their own safety to 
move behind South River, and whenever they request 
it, a body of British troops shall protect them. It b 
needless to point out the mability as well as want of in- 
clination in Coneress to relieve them or to tell them the 
severities that will be used by the rebel leaders towaifls 
them. Should they think of returning to their former 
servitude, it will be proved tq the commisssioners iher 
choose to send that the authority from whence this 
comes is sufficient to insure the performance of the 
above proposals. 

To the person appointed by the 
Pennsylvania Line to lead them in 
the present struggle for their liber- 
ty and rights. 

(Copy.) 
Dear Sir — I have just time to inform you, that the 
troops have rejected with disdain the proposition made 
by -Sir Harry Clinton to join his army — that I eame here 
this morning and have had the pleasure of meeting Gen. 
Wa3me, Col. Stewart and Col. MoyUn who have been 
permitted freely to come to me at this place and make 
such a report of the temper of the meti as induces me 
to go among them. They express great anxiety for it 
andrequested the gentlemen in case I consented to come 
to let them know^ that they might torn out the line and 
shew all possible respect. These circumstances have 
changed my resolution of not trusting them, but I think 
they will warrant the risque — ^the consequences of their 
defection to the enemy are so great and alarming that I 
think nothing ought be left unattempted to improve a 
» good difpotttion^ I Ikare but one liSfc and my country 



Digitized by 



,y Google 



168 



THIRD FRAME OP GOVERNMENT. 



(SBTTixum 



his, the first claim for it I therefore g^o with the chcar- 
fulness which attends peiforming' a necessary though not 
a pleasant duty. With my best regards to the gentle- 
men of the council and respectful compliments to the 
President of Congress with whom I doubt not you com- 
municate; I remain, Dear Sir, 

Your ob't & very hbbl. serv't. 

JOS. Ri;ED. 
D. Hunts — Maidenhead, 
four miles from Princeton, 
Jan. 7, 1781. 

P. S. I propose to come out of town again this eve- 
ning. 

fTobtCarUinuedJ 

THE THIRD FRAME OF GOVERNMENT. 

For the reasons which rendered it necessary and bro't 
it into existence, see Ebeling's history. Register, rol. 
L p. 373. 

The Frame of Government of the Province of Pennsyl 
wmiOf and the Territoriet/ thereunto betongtng; passed 
by Gov. Markham^ Nov. 7, 1696t 
Whereas, the late King Charies the U. in the three 
and thirtieth year of his reign, by letters patent under 
the great seal of England, did, for the considerations 
therein mentioned, gfrant unto William Penn, his heirs 
and assigns, forever, this colony or tract of land, thereby 
erecting the same intp a province, called Pennsylvania, 
and constituting him, the said William Penn, absolute 
proprietary thereof, vesting him, his deputies and Ueu- 
tenants, with divers great powers, pre-eminences, roy- 
alties, jurisdictions, and authorities, necessary for the 
Well-being and good government of the said province. 
And whereas the late Duke of York and Albany, &,c. 
for valuable considerations, did grant unto the said Wil- 
liam Penn, his heirs and assigns, all that tract of land, 
which hath been cast or divided into three counties, now 
called New Castle, Kent, and Sussex, together with all 
royalties, franchises, duties, jurisdictions, liberties and 
privilegfes thereto belonging; which last mentioned tract 
oeing intended as a beneficial and requisite addition to 
the territory of the said proprietary, he the said propri- 
etary and governor, at the request of the freemen of the 
said three counties, by their deputies, in assembly met, 
with the representatives of the freemen of tlie said pro- 
vince, at Chester, alias Upland, on the sixth day of the 
tenth month, 1682, did (with tlie advice and consent of 
the members of the said • assembly) enact. That the 
Skid three counties should be annexed to the province 
of Pennsylvania, as the proper territories thereof: and 
whereas King William, ahd the late Queen Mary, over 
England, &c. by their letters patent, and commission, 
under the g^eat seal of England, dated the twenty first 
day of October, iji the fourth year of their reign, liavinjj 
(for the reasons therein mentioned) taken the govern- 
ment of this said province, and territories, into their 
bands, and under their care and protection, did think fit 
to constitute Benjamin Fletcher, Governor of New York, 
to be their captain general and govemor-in-chief, over 
this province and country. And whereas, also the said 
King and Queen afterwards, by their letters patent, un- 
der the gjr^t seal of England, dated the 20th day of 
Aug%ist, in the sixth year of their reign, have thought 
fit, upon the humble application of the said William 
Penn, to restore him to the administration of the gov- 
ernment of the said province and territories, and that 
so much of their said commission as did constitute tlie 
said Benjamin Fletcher, their captain general, and gov- 
ernor-in-chief of the said province of Pennsylvania, 
county of New Castle, and the territories and tracts of 
land depending thereupon, in America, together with all 
the powers and authorities thereby granted for the ru- 
ling and governing their said province and countr}% 
should, firom the publication of the said last recited let- 
ters patent, cease, determinei and become void} and ac- 



cordingly the same are hereby declared void: wHe^l 
upon the said William Penn did commissionate his kins- 
man, William Markham, governor under him, ^tli di- 
rections to ict according to the known laws add usages 
of th!: government 

l]^r, ioi-asmuch as the former fnme of government, 
modelled by act of settlement, and charter of fiberties, 
is not deemed in all respects suitably accommodated to 
our present circumstances, therefore it is unanimously 
desired that it may be enacted. And be it enacted by 
the governor aforesaid, with the advice and consent of 
the representatives of the firemen of the said province 
and territories, in assembly met, and by the authority of 
the same, that this government shall, nom time to tisne, 
consist of the Governor, or his Deputy or Deputies, and 
the freemen of the said province, and territories thereof 
in form of a council, and assembly) which council, and 
assembly, shall be men of most note for virtue, wisdcmi 
and abUity} and shall, firom and after the tenth day of 
the first month next, consist of two persons out of each 
of the counties of this government, to serve as the peo- 
ple's representatives in council) and of four persons out 
of each of the said counties, to serve as their represen- 
tatives in assembly; for the electing of which represen- 
tatives it shall and may be lawfiil to and for all the ftee- 
men of this province, and territories aforesaid, to meet 
together on the tenth day of the first month, yearly 
hereafter, in the most convenient and usual place* §ar 
election within tiie respective counties, then and there 
to choose their said representatives as aforesaid, who 
shall meet on the tenth day of the third month yearly, 
in the capital town of the said province, unless the gtnr- 
ernor and council shall think fit to appoint another 
place. 

And, to the end it may known who those are, that, in 
this province or territories, have right of, or be deemed 
freemen, to choose or be chosen, to ser\'e in council and 
assembly as foresaid, Be it enacted, by the authority 
aforesaid, that no inhabitant of this province or territo- 
ries, shall have right of electing, or being elected as 
aforesaid, unless they be free denizeps of this govern- 
ment, and are of the age of twenty one years or op- 
wards, and have fifty acres of land, ten acres whereof 
being seated and cleared, or be otherwise worth fifty 
pounds, lawful money of this government, clear estate, 
and have been resident within this government for the 
space of two years next before such election. 

And whereas, divers persons within this government^ 
cannot, for conscience sake, take an oath, upon any ac-> 
count whatsoever. Be it therefore enacted by the autho' 
rity aforesaid, that all and eveiy such person and per- 
sons, being at any time hereafter required upon any 
lawful occasion to gpve evidence, or take an oath, in any 
case whatsoever, shall, instead of swearing, be permit- 
ted to make his or their solemn affirmation, attest, or 
declaration, which shall be adjudged, and is hereby 
enacted and declared to be of the same force and effect, 
to all intents and purposes whatsoever, as if they had 
taken an oath; and in case any such person or persons 
shall belawftilly convicted of having wilfully and cof- 
ruptly affirmed or declared any matter or thing, upon 
such solemn affirmation or attest, shall incur the same 
penalties and forfeitures, as by the laws and statutes of 
England are provided, against persons convicted of wH* 
ful and corrupt perjury. 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesnd^ 
that all persons who shall be hereafter either elected to 
serve in council, and assembly, or commissiooated or ap^ 
pointed tobe judges, justices, masters of the rolb, she- 
riffs, coroners, and all other officers of. state and trust, 
within this government, who shall conscienciously scru- 
ple to take an oath, but, when lawfully required, will 
make and subscribe tlie declaration and profession of 
their Christian belief, according to the late act of pa»- 
liamient, made in the first year of King.WilHam, and the 
late Queen Mary, entitled. An act for exempting their 
majesties Protestant fQbjects,diasenting&«mibeCh«rcli 



Digitized by 



Google 



1828.1 



THIRD FRAH£ of G0V£BNMEKT. 



168 



of England, from the penalties of certain laws, shall be 
adjudged, and are hereby declared to be qualified to 
act in rheir said respective offices and places, and there- 
upon the several officers herein mentioned, shall, instead 
of an oath, make their solemn affirmation or declara- 
tion, in manner and form following: that is to say; 

The form of judges and justices attest, shaU be in 
these words, via: "Thou shalt solemnly promise, that as 
judg^ or justice, according to the governor's commis- 
sion to thee directed, thou shalt do equal right to the 
poor and rich, to the best of thy knowledge and power, 
according to law, and after the usages and constitutions 
of this government, thou shalt not be of council of any 
matter or cause depending before thee, but shalt weU 
and truly do thy office in every respect, according to 
the best of thy understanding.' 

The form of the attests to be taken by the masters of 
the rolls, setretaries, clerks, and such like officers, shidl 
bethusy viz; 

Thou shalt well and faithfully execute the office of» 
&c. accordins;' to the best of thy skill and knowledge; 
taking such &es only, as thou ought to receive by the 
laws of this government. 

The form of the sheriffs, and coroners attest, shall be 
in these words, viz. 

Thou shalt solemnly promise, that thou wilt well and 
tnil^r serve the King, and Governor, in the office of the 
sherifT (or coroner) of the county of, &c. and preserve 
the King and Governor's rights, as far forth , as thou can 
or may; thou shalt truly serve, and return, all the writs 
and precepts to thee directed; thou shalt take no bai- 
liif, nor deputy, but such as thou wilt answer for; thou 
shalt receive no writs, except from such judges and jus- 
^ces, who by the laws of this government, have authori- 
iy to issue and direct writs unto thee; and thou shalt di- 
h^ntly and truly do and accomplish all things apptr- 
taming to thy office, after the best of thy wit and pow- 
er, both fbr the king and governor's profit, and good of 
the inhabitants within the said county, taking such fees 
only, as thou ought to take by the laws of this govern- 
ment, and not otherwise. 

The form of a constable's attest shall be this, viz: 

Thou shalt solemnly promise, well and duly, accord- 
ing to the best of thv undei-standing, to execute the of- 
fice of a constable, for the town (or county of) P. for 
this ensuing year, or until another be attested in thy 
h>om, or thou shalt be legally discharged thereof. 

The form of the grand inquest's attest, shall be in 
these words, viz! 

Thou shalt diligently enquire, and true pfesentment 
make, of all such matters and things, as shall be given 
thee in char|;e, or come to thy knowledge, touching this 
present service, the king^s counsel, thy fellows, and thy 
own, thou shalt keep secret, and in all things thou shaft 
present the truth, and nothing but the truth, to the best 
of thy knowledge. 

This being given to the fbremari, the rest of the in- 
quest shall be attested thus, by three at a tinne, viz. 

The same attestation that your foreman hath taken on 
his part, you will well and truly keep on your parts. 

The form of the attest to be given to the traverse ju- 
ry, by four at a time, shall be thus, viz. 

You solemnly promise that you will well and truly try 
the issue of traverse between the Lord the King, and 
A. B. whom you have in charge, according to your evi- 
dence. 

In civil causes thus, viz. 

Tou solemnly promise, that yo<i will well and truly 
try the issue between A. B. plaintiff, and C. D. defen- 
dant, according to your evidence. 

Provided always, and it b hereby intended, thst no 
person shall be by this act excused from swearing* who, 
oy the acts of parliament for trade ind navigaticA» are, 
or shall b^, required to take an osth. 

And, that elections may not be corfUptly maniged, on 
Which the good of the l^vemment so much depends, 
lie it further enacted by the authority aforesaid^ that all 
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elections of the said representatives shall be free and 
volurtiary, and that the electors who shall receive any 
reward or gifl for giving his vote, shall forfeit his right 
to elect for that year; and su(:h person or periohs as 
shall give orpromise any such reward to be elected, or 
that shall offer to serve for nothing, or for less wages 
than the law prescribes, shall be thereby rendered inca- 
pable to serve in council 6r assembly^ for tlwit year; 
and the representatives so chosen, either ^r coun- 
cil or assembly, shall yield their attendance ac- 
cordingly, and be the iiole judges of the regularity or 
irregularity of the election* of their rtspiictive members; 
And if any person or persons, chosen to serve in coun- 
cil or assemblyi shall be wilfiilly absent from the servic© 
he or they are so chosen to attend, or be deceased, or 
rendered incapable, then, and in all such cases, it shall 
be Isiwful for the governor, within ten da^s afler ki)ow- 
ledge of the same, to issue forth a writ to thfe sheriff df 
the county, for which the said person or persons were 
chosen, immediately to summons the fi-eemen of thb 
same to eleet another member in the room of stich ab- 
sent, deoessed, or incapable person or persOnt; and in 
case any sheriff shall misbehave himself, in the manage- 
ment of any of the said ejections, he shall be punished 
sccordingly, at the discretion of the g^emor and coun- 
cil for the time being. 

Be it further enacted by the authority afbresaid, that 
eveiy member now cho^n, or hereafter to be choseif^ 
by the freemen a^ aforesaid, to serve in council, and the 
speaker of the assembly, shall be allowed five shillings,- 
by the day, during his and their attendance; and every 
member of assembly shall be allowed four shillings hf 
the day, during his attendance on the serf ice of the aS' 
sembly; and that every member of council, and assem- 
bly, shall be allowed towards their traixlling charges, 
after the rate of two pence each mile, both going to, 
and cofhin|^ fW)m,. the place where the councrf, and as- 
sembly, is or shall be held; all which sums shall hept&d 
yearly out of the county levies, by the County recervers 
respectively^ 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid 
That the Governor or his Deputy shall always preside 
in the Council, and that he shall at no time perfor.-n any 
pubKc act of state whatsoever, that shall or may refaite 
unto the Justice, Treasury, or Trade of the Pfovinc*, 
and Territories, but by and with the advice and conseni^ 
of the couneil thereof, or major part of them that shalr 
be present. 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,' 
Thkt all the Sheriffs, and Clerks, of therespectif6 coun-' 
ties of the said Province, and Territories, who are. Or 
shall be, commissionated, shall give good and sufficient 
securitjr to the Governors, for answering the king, and 
his people, in matters relating to the said offices respec- 
tively* 

And he it further enacted by the authority afbresaid/ 
That the Council, in all matters of moment, as about 
erecting Courts of Justice, sitting in judgment upon 
persons impeachedf and upon bins and other matterv 
that may be from time to time presented by the Asseth- 
bly, not less than two thirds shall make a quorum; and 
that the consent and approbation of the majority of that 
quorum shall be had in all such cases and matters of itoo- 
ment; and that in cases of less moment, not less than one 
third of the whole shall make a quorum, the majority of 
which shidi and may always determine in all such mat- 
ters of lesser moment as are not abof e speeified : And |fr 
case the Governor's power sh^ hereafter happen to be. 
in the Coundl/ a President shall then be chosen out of 
themselves, by two thirds, or the major pirt of themf 
wbidh Prtndent shall therein preside. 

Be it farther enacted bjr tb« Authority aforesaid. That' 
the Governor and Council, shall tt^p care that all tli« 
lawsr ststutei, and ordinances, which sfcal! at t^ tim* 
be laade witMn the laid ProviAee, and Texritonei, btf ' 
dolr sod dili|;ently executed. 

Be it further emoted by the sutliority afortsAid, TOif 
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the Governor and Council, shall at all time» have the 
can* of the peace of this Province, ami Territories there- 
of, and that tiothing- be, hf any persons, attempted to 
the subversion of this^^ww^ of govern meni. 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid. 
That the Governor, and Council, for the lime beinp, 
ahall, at all times, settle and order the situation of all 
cities, and market towns, modelling therein all public 
buildings, streets, and market places and shall appoint 
all public landing places, of the towns of this Province 
and Territories: And if any man*s property shall be 

Sdged by the Governor, and Council, to be commodious 
t such landing place, in the said towns, and that the 
same be by them appointed as such, that the owner 
shall have such reasonable satisfaction given him for the 
same as the Governor and Council shall see meet, to be 
paid by the said respective towns. 

Be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid. That 
the Governor and Conncil shall, at all tunes, have power 
to inspect the manag^ement of the public treasury, and 
punish those who shall convert any part thereof to any 
other use than what hath been agreed upon by the Go- 
vernor, Council, and Assembly. 

Be it further enacted b^ the authority aforesaid. That 
the Governor and Councd shall erect and order all pub- 
lic houses, and encourage and reward the authors of use- 
ful sciences, and laudable in\ entions in the said Province, 
and Territories thereof. 

And be it further enacted hy the authority aforesaid. 
That the Giovemor, and Council, shall from time to time 
have the care of the management of all public affairs, 
relating to the peaee, safety, justice, treasury, trade, 
and improvement of the Province, and Territories, and 
to the good education of youth, and sobriety of the man- 
ners of the inhabitants therein, as aforesaid. 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid. 
That the representatives of the freemen, when met in 
Assembly, shall have power to prepare and propose to 
the Governor and Council, all such bills as they, or the 
miyor part of them, shall at any time see needful to be 
passed into laws within the said Province and Territo- 
ries. 

Pronided abvays. That nothing herein contained shall 
debar the Governor and Council from recommending to 
the Assembly, all such bills as they shall think fit to be 
passed into laws; and that the Council and Assembly 
may, upon occasion, confer together in committees, 
when desired, all which said proposed and prepared 
bills or such of them as the Governor, with the advice 
of the Council, shall in open Assembly, declare his as- 
sent unto, shall be the laws of this Province, and Teni- 
tories thereof, and published accordingly, with this style, 
" Dy th^ Governor, with the assent and approbation of the 
Freemen in General Assembly met;" a tnie transcript or 
duplicate thereof shall be transmitted to the king*s privy 
council, for the time being according to the late king^s 
letters patent 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
T*hat the Assembly shall sit upon their own adjourn- 
ments, and committees, and continue in order to pre- 
pare and propose bills, redress grievances, and impeach 
criminals, or such persons as they shall tiiink fit to be 
there impeached until the Governor and Council for the 
time baing, shall dismiss them; which Assembly shall, 
notwithstanding such dismiss, be capable of wsembling 
together, upon summons of the Governor and Council, 
at anv time during that year, two thirds of which As- 
sembly, in all cases, shall make a quorum. 

And be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, That all 
elections of represenUtives for Council, and Assembly, 
and all questions to be determined hy them, shall be by 
the major part of votes. 

Be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid. That 
as ofV as any days of the month mentioned in any arti- 
cle of this act, shall fall on the first day of the week, 
ocmmonly called the Lord's Day, the business appoint- 



ed for that day, shall be deferred till the next day, Wf' 
less in cases of emergency. 

Be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid. That 
if any alien, who is or shall be a purchaser of lands, or 
who doth or shall inhabit in this province, or Territories 
thereof shall decease at any time before he can well be 
denizised, his right and interest therein thsiXl notwitlt- 
standing descend to his wife and children, or other hi» 
relations, be he testate or intestate, according to the 
laws of this Province and Territories thereof in sudbr 
cases provided, in as free and ample manner, to all in- 
tents and purposes, as if the said alien had been deni' 
zised. 

And that the people may be accommodated with soch 
food and sustenance as God in Ins providence hath freelj 
afforded. Be it enacted by the authority aforesaid. Thai 
the inhabitants of this Province, and Territories thereof, 
shall have liberty to fish, and hunt, upon the lands they 
hold, or all other lands therein, not inclosed, and to fish 
in all waters in the said knds, and in all rivers and nTu- 
lets, in and belonging to this Province, and Territotie* 
thereof, with liberty to draw his or their fish upon any 
man's lands, so as it be not to the detriment or annoyMice 
of the owner thereof, except such bmds as do lie itpoB 
inland rivulets, that are not boatable, or which hereaf- 
ter may be erected into manors. 

Be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid. That 
all inhabitants of this Province, and Territories, whether 
purchasers or others, and every one of tiiem, shall have 
full and quiet enjoyment of their respective lands and 
tenements, to which they have any lawful or equitabie 
claim, saving only such rents and services for the same, 
as are, or customarily oiieht to be, reserved to the lofd 
or lords of the fee thereof, respectively. * 

Be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid. That 
no act, law, or oixli nance whatsoever, shall, at any time 
hereafter, be made or done, by the Governor of this Pro- 
vince, and Territories thereunto belonging, or by the 
Freemen in Council or Assembly, to alter, change, or 
diminish the form and efi*ect of this act, or any part or 
clause thereof, contrary to the true intent and meaning 
thereof, without the consent of the Governor, for the 
time being, and six parts of seven of the said Freemen, 
in Coortcil and Assembly met . This act to continue and 
be in force, until the said Proprietary shall signify hk 
pleasure to the contrary, by some inrtrument, under his 
hand and seal, in that behalf. 

Providtd ahoayty and it is hereby enacted. That nei- 
ther this act, nor any other act or acts whatsoever, shall 
preclude or debar the inhabitants of this Province, and 
Territories, from claiming, having, and enjoying, any qf 
the rights, privileges, and immunities, which the said 
Proprietary, for himself, his heirs and assigns, did Ibr^ 
merly grant, or which of right belong unto them the said 
inhabitants, by virtue of any law, charter, or grants 
whatsoever, any tiling herein contained to the contruy 
notwithstanding. 

7%e law for ratifying andcov\firming the Jets and Prs- 
ceedinse of the Juembfy, in 1696/ passed by WiOum 
Markham, May, 1697. 

Whereas divers persons within this government hare 
expressed their dissatisfaction, both with the proceed- 
ing, and dissolution of the Council, and Assembly, in 
October 1696, insisting that their charteral rights were 
given away thereby, and that all the laws passed the last 
Assembly are voii and of no force, with such like ob- 
jections, that are made use of to obstnict the proceed- 
ing of this Assembly, as also to amuse the people, And 
bring the government into confusion: Now forasmudi as 
it is sufiicientiy apparent, that by the act passed at the 
said kst Assembly, intituled. The Frame of the Govern- 
ment of the Provmce of Pennsylvania, and the Territo^ 
ries thereunto belonging, provision b made against 
such dissolution of Council and Assembly, as is com- 
plained of; and that our charteral rights are so fitf from 
being taken away, or given away, that they are effoc- 
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toftlly asserted, with sufficient salvos, to preserve the 
people's just rights snd claims to all and every the pri- 
▼ileges and immunities^ granted them by any charter, or 
Dther grant from the proprietary, in case he should dis- 
approve of the sud Frame of Government. 

Therefore for removing and preventing all further 
^Mibts, scruples, and disputes, doncerning the meeting, 
sitting, and proceeding^of this present General Assem- 
bly, Be it enacted and declared, and it is declared and 
enacted bv the Governor, and representatives of the 
freemen of the said Province, and Territories, in Coun- 
cil and Assembly met, and by the authority of the same. 
That the Governor, and Freemen, of the said Province, 
«od Territories, met at Philadelphia, on the tenth day of 
the Third Month, 1697, and now sitting in General As- 
sembly, are the Council and Assembly of the said Pro- 
vince of Pennsylvania, and Territories thereunto betong- 
in|^, and shall be, and are hereby declared, enacted, and 
K^udged so to be, to all intents, constructions, and pur- 
poses whatsoever, as if this General Assembly had been 
elected according to the rotation of libei'ties, before 
Colonel Fletcher came to the administration of this go- 
vernment, and as if this present Council and Assembly 
hsd consisted of the numbers, and had met on the days 
ID the said charter, and former act of settlement, limited 
and appointed. 

And it b further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
Tbat the said Frame of Government, and all other the 
acts and laivs made and passed at the said last Assem- 
bly, held here in October, and November, 1696, as also 
all otter laws formerly enacted, and now in force, and 
aot by this General Assembly altered or repealed, are 
hereby declared and enacteci to stand and remain in full 
force, and be reputed, observed, adjudged and taken as 
the laws of this ^vernment, any law, charter, or usage 
to the contrary, m any wise notwithstanding. 



A SKETCH OF THK Uri AHD CHABAOTUl 

OF JOHN BLAIR LINN— ^y Chorla B. Brown, Esq. 

John Blair Linn was descended from ancestors who 
or«inally <:ame from the British islands. They appear 
to have been emigrants at an early period, and to have 
]|[ivea their descendants as just a claim to the title of Ame- 
rican, as the nature of things will allow any civilized in- 
habitant of the United States to acquire. 

His name bears testimony to the paternal and mater- 
nal stock from which he sprung. His great-g^randfather, 
William LJnn, was an emigrant from Ireland, who set^ 
tied had in the wilderness of Pennsylvania, and whose 
eldest son, William, was the father of a numerous family. 

The fiid&er of John Blair Linn received a careful edu- 
cation, which his family enabled him to complete at the 
coll^at Princeton. He was trained to the ministry, 
'» the Presbyterian church, and married, at an early a^e, 
fiebecca Blur, third daughter of the Rev. John Bliur. 
Her brother and uncle were likewise clergymen, and 
the family were eminently distinguished by their know* 
ledge and piety. 

Then* eloest son, John Blair Linn, was bom in Ship- 
pcnsburgy in Pennsylvania, March 14, 1777, at no great 
distimce from the spot at which his father first drew 
Weatb, and where his great-grandfather first established 
kis re^dence in the new world. The humble dwelling 
which was first erected in the forest, still existed, at a 
fOMll dii^ce from that town, and continued for a con- 
iiderable time after this, to be inhabited by his great- 
giiAd-fiither, who lived upwards of a hundred years. 

It is imposnble for his survivors to recount the earli- 
^ incidents of his life) to trace the first indications of 
future character and gfenius; or enumerate the little ad- 
ventures and connexions of bis childhood The juve- 
nile stages of our moral and intellectual progress, ^ hich 
tte m all cases entertaining and instructive, are so, in a 
ptrtictdar manner, when they relate to eminent persons. 
. The authentic memorials of ai^. man's life and character, 



are only to be found in his own narrative compared with 
with the observations of others. In the present case, 
Mr. Linn*s modesty prevented him from being his own 
historian, and peculiar circumstances occasioned his ear* 
ly life to pass over without much observation from 
otliers. \l'e cannot any longer profit by his own recol- 
lections: tlie hand is now cold, and the tongue nlent, 
which were best qualified to gratify the curiosity of 
love or veneration. We only know that he acquired 
the rudiments of knowledge at an age somewhat earlier 
than is customary. - He was initiated into the Latin lan- 
guage while yet a child, and evinced very early a strong 
attachment to books. On his father's removal to New 
York, when John was only nine years old, he enjoyed 
new opportunities of improvement ( under several re- 
spectable teachers. The happiest period of his life, 
however, in his own opinion, consisted of two or three 
years which he spent at a place of education at Flat^ 
bush, in Long island. He was in his thirteenth year 
when he left this seminary for New York, where, as 
Columbia College, his education was completed. 

Fortunate is uat man who has spent any part of his 
early years at a country school. In youth, every object 
possesses the charms oif novelty; care and disease ba^e 
as yet made no inroads on the heart, nor stained thM 
piu« and bright medium, through which the external 
world makes its way to the fimcy. The noise, thefUtiiv 
the dull sights and unwholesome exhalations of a city 
are, in consequence of this enchantment, ever new ana 
delightful to the youthful heart; but how much b this 
pleasure heightened, when the objects presented to 
view, and by which we are surrounded, are in them^* 
selves agreeable ! There is something in the refreshiiig 
smells, tlte green, the quiet, the boundless prospects of 
the country, congenial to the temper of human beings at 
idl ages; but these powess ineffable ^harms at that age, 
when the joints are firm and elastic, when the pum 
beats cheerily, and no dark omens or melancholy retro- 
spects invade the ima^nation. To roam through a 
wood with gay compamons, to search the thicket fbr 
blackberries, to bathe in the clear runninp^ broc^, arc 
pleasures which fill the memory with delicious imager 
and are frequently called up to afford a little respite to 
the heart from the evils of our subsequent experience. 

Dr. Linn was indebted to nature fbr a healthful rather 
than a robust constitution. He was a stranger to disease 
till after he had reached manhood, and of that constitu^ 
tional vivacity which mere health confers, he possessed 
a veiy large share. His fimcy was alive to the beauties 
of nature, and he experienced none of those little vexsp 
tions and crosses, which some hds are doomed to suffeiv 
throuf^ the malice of tchool-fellow% the tyranny of 
ushers, and the avarice of housekeepers. Hence, in the 
latter part of his life, no recollections were so agreeable 
as those of the time he passed at Flatbush, when he re- 
velled in the full enjcnrment of health, and its attendant 
cheerfulness. They formed a vivid contrast to that joy- 
less and dreary state to which disease afterwards reduc- 
ed him. 

He was near fourteen years of age when he rctnmed 
home and went to college. He now entered on a scene 
widely different, in all respects, from that to which be 
had been previously accustomed : a new system of scho- 
kstic discipline, a new circle of associates, the sensa- 
tions and views incident to persons on the eve of manhood. 

The ensuing, four years were active and important 
ones. The moral and intellectual dispositions, which 
men may posmblv bring into the world with them, be. 
come fixed and setUed, and receive their final di- 
rection at this age. When the appetites are vigor- 
ous, the senses keen, and the conduct regulated by 
temper and passion, rather than by prudence and ex- 
perience, we are most alive to all impressions, and ge- 
nerally take that path which we pursue for the rest of 
our days. It was during this period that Mr. Linn's 
taste was formed; andthmigh his moral and profossional 
views underwent oonsiderable ohangei afterwards, tb« 
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fitentfytncrifmtimit w}fkh. he nowiml»ibed» or unfolded, 
oontinued to adhere to him for the rest of his life. 

His genius now evinced a powerful tendency to poe- 
try Mid criticism. What are called the ftne writers or the 
afe, and especially the poets, became his darting study. 
In a youthful breast, the glow of admiration ts soon fol- 
lowed by the steal to iroitate{ and he not only composed 
•evwal pieces, both in prose and verse, but procured 
the publication of some of them in a distinct volume, be- 
fore his seventeenth year. These performances poness 
no small merit, if we may judge of them by comparison 
with the youth and inexperience of the writer. They 
manifest considerable reading, a remarkably improved 
taste, and talents which only wanted the discipfine and 
knowledge of age to make them illustrious. 

fa a ci^ where there is an established theatre, a youn j^ 
man, smitten with a passion for letters, can scarcely fail 
of becoming an assiduous frec^ueifter of its exhibitions. 
Plays form a large portion of the ikshionable literature 
of a refined nation. The highest powers of invention 
are displayed in the walks of £*amatic poetry; and what 
the youu|^ enthusiast devours in his closet, he hastens 
with unspeakable eagerness to behold invested with the 
eharms of Hf^b and action on the stage. At that period 
■ome performers of merit had been recentiy imported 
from Europe, the theatre was, in an eminent degree, a 
popular amusement, and Mr. Linn was at that age when 
the enchantment of such exhibitions b greatest The 
theatre, accordingly became his chief pasnon. 

To austere and scrupulous minds the theatre is high- 
ly obnoxious, not only as hurtftil in itself, but as seduc- 
ing unwary youth into collateral vices and undue ex- 
|>enses. On this account, such establishments are cer- 
tainly liable to much censure. Whether reasonably or 
not, mankind have alwajrs annexed some disrepute to 
the profession of an actor, and hence no oi)e w^il give 
himself to that profession, who cherishes in himself any 
Kvely rmrd for reputation. The odium with which 
Any profession is loaded, even though originally ground- 
less, has an unfortunate tendency to create an excuse 
fbr itself in the principles and manners of those who 
i^opt it To make men vicious, litUe more b necessary 
tbafi to treat them as if they were to. 

^ The example of Mr. Linn, however, may lead us to 
/distinguish between thatadmi^^ion for the dnuna, which 
leads some persons to the theatre, and those dissolute 
and idle habits, by which the attendance of others is 
produced, and which evince a taste for the life and man- 
ners of the actor, rather than a passion for excellent act- 
ing. The moral conduct of this youth Was at all times 
irreproachable; and the impression made upon his fan- 
jBy, hy the great masters of the drama, seems to have 
contributed To his security from low tastes and vicious 

Sleasures, rather than to have laid him open to their in- 
uence. 

When his academical career wm finished, he was 18 
years of aget and it bang necessary to adopt tome pro- 
fession, bis choice, and that of his &mly, fell upon the 
law. The law leads more directly and effectually to 
honour, power and profit, in America, than any of what 
are termed the liberal professions. As we are strangers 
to all hereditaiy distinctions, the road to eminence is 
open to all{ ^ik) while the practice of the law is ex- 
treraeljr lucrative, it tends to bring forth talents and in- 
dustry iMo public notice, and to recommend men to 
offices of profitand honour. A young man who, though 
meanly descended, shows some maiJts of genius, and 
has received some degree of education beyond that of 
mere reading and writing his native tongue, seldom 
thinks of pursuing any mechapical tipde, and if he has 
tome ambition, he b generally educated to the bar. He 
b th^s pUced in the direct road of that profit and ho- 
nour, which waits on political popularly, and may put 
in hbdaim, with more micce^ than the followers of any 
ptber calling, for a teat in the national councils, and fbr 
0ny official station. The chUdren of persons who are 
fmnJr^^ others, by their richei or station, are, of 



course, whether qualified or not, destined to a liberal 
profession, and the law b generally preferred, because 
it affords the best means of building up a name or a for- 
tune. Mr. Linn was probably influenced in his choice 
of this path, more because it was honourable and lucra- 
tive, than because it was particularly suited to gratify 
any favourite taste. He docs not appear, therefore, to 
have applied with much assiduity or zeal to his new pur- 
suit: his favourite authors continued to engage most of 
his attention; and his atUchroentto poetry acquired new 
force, by the contrast which the splendid vinons of 
Shakspeare and Tasso bore to the naked abstractions 
and tormenting subtleties of Blackstone and Coke. 

He was placed under the direction of Alexander Ha- 
milton, who was a friend of his father, and who took 
upon himself, with ardour, the care of perfecting the 
studies and promoting the fortunes of the son . Instead, 
however, of becoming enamoured of the glory, excel- 
lence, or usefulness that environ the names of Murray 
and of Erskine, Mr. Linn regarded the legal science 
every day with new indifference or di^fust, which, at 
the end of the first year, induced him to relinquish the 
profession altogether. 

Before this event toot place, he had ventured to pro- 
duce a dramatic composition, called Bourville CtsUe, 
on the stage. This performance was one of the many 
dramatic works he had previously concerted, but the 
only one which was ever performed on the stage. Its 
success was such as had been sufficient to have fixed the 
literary destiny of some minds. But his dramatic career 
was scarcely commenced, when it was entirely reBn- 
quished. His passion for theatrical amusements yielded 
place to affections of a more serious and beneficial na- 
ture; and those religious impresaons, by which, froo^ 
hb earliest infancy, hb mind had been occasionally vi- 
sited, about this time assumed a permanent dominion 
over him. After much deliberation, he determined to 
devote his future life to service in the church. 

Such a decision, in a youthful and ardent mind, coald 
only flow ftpm deep convictions of duty. The heavy 
obligations which every clergyman incurs, the extraor- 
dinary claims which are made upon him, not only as a 
teacher of virtue and religion, but as a living example 
of their influence, form, to a conscientious mind, the 
most arduous circumstances of this profession. Consi- 
dered as a caUing, by which a subsistence b to be obtain^ 
ed, and a family reared, its disadvantages are very nu- 
merous. He is entirely precluded from any colbtenl 
and lucrative application of hb time or talents^ not only 
by the constant pressure of his clerical dutie^ but by 
the general sense of decorum; while the stipend he re- 
ceives froni the church is in many cases inadequate to 
decent subsistence, and in no case does it more than an- 
swer the current necessities and demands of a fkaeHj- 
The clergyman deprives himself of all means of provid- 
ing for the establishment of his children in trade or in 
marriaire, or even for the period of age or infirmity in 
himself^ by embracing a profession which, in many a- 
ses, appears to have a tendency to impair hb health, and 
to shorten the duration of hb life. 

In Mr. LinnV case, these sacrifices wefe greater tbsn 
ordinary. There were many drcumstances to in^nre 
hb generous mind witii unusual and commendable soli- 
citude for the acquisition of fortune, and hb new en- 
garements were incompatible with those pursuits, which 
had hitherto fbrmed his chief pasnon, and engrossed the 
greater portion of his time. Such, however, was the 
strenj^ of his mind, and the fierce of hb religioui im- 
pressions, that not only the prospects of power andikb- 
es, but the more bewitching proipises of dramatic po- 
pularity, were renounced with little hesitation or reluc- 
tance. 

New York was, in some respects, an eligible place fbr 
prosecuting theological as well as lend studies, but Mr. 
Linn weighed its disadvanta^s and "benefits with too 
impartial a hand to allow himself ito remain there. — 
Along with hb fbrmer habits and pumits, be peroeiire^ 
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the ncccisity of relinquishing many of his' former com- 
panions, and abandoning the scenes to which he had 
oeen sccostdroed to resort. His prudence directed him 
to withdraw as much as possible from the busy and luxu- 
rious world, and to put far away all those objects which 
were calculated to divert him from the object to which 
he had deliberately devoted his future life. 

With these views he left New York, and retired to 
Schenectady. He there put himself under the care of 
Dr. Romeyn, a professor of theology in the Reformed 
Dutch Church. His zeal and resolution appear to have 
continually increased in favour of his new pursuit. Ex- 
perience, indeed, gradually unfolded difficulties of 
which he had not been at first aware. The importance 
and arduouf ness of the part which h^ had assigned him- 
self became daily more apparent, but these discoveries 
diminished not his zeal, though they somewhat appalled 
hit courage. In a letter to his father, written during 
his probation, and after a short visit to his family, he says, 
*'Wlien I was in New York, I saw more clearly than I 
hid ever yet seen, the road of preferment which I have 
forsaken. I saw more clearly than ever, that worldly 
friendship' and favour follow the footsteps of pomp and 
smbition. I hope, however, never to have cause to re- 
gret the choice I have made. I hope to see more and 
nore the little worth of earthly things, and the infinite 
importance of those which are eternal. As I have no 
treasures on earth, may I lay up treasures in heaven. 

The disgust which I contracted for the law, might 
perhaps chiefly arise f^m a sickly and over delicate 
taste. The pages of Coke and Blackstone contained, 
to my apprehension, nothing but horrid jargon. The 
language of the science was discord, and its methods 
(he perfection of confusion to me; and this, whether a 
fkult in me or not, I cannot tell, but certam I am it was 
past remedy. But my aversion to the bar had some- 
thing else in it than the mere loathing of taste. I could 
not bear its tricks and artifices, the enlisting of all one's 
wit and wisdom in the service of any one that could pay 
for them. 

My mind, which has been for a long time restless and 
uneasy, and continually on the wing, feels already, in 
this state of comparative solitude, that sober and quiet 
peace, to which it has been long a stranger. I regret 
not the gsky objects of New York, which I have ex- 
changed for the now dreary scenes of Schenectady. — 
The pleasures of my former life were often the pleasures 
of an hour, leaving behind them the anxieties of days 
and of years. A very few excepted, I regret not those 
friends of my early youth, from whom I have removed. 
Friendship is in most cases only a weathercock, shifting 
with the li^^htest gale, and scarcely stable long enough 
to be viewed. The applause of men I no longer prize, 
and self-approbation becomes every day <^ greater va- 
lue." 

In this retreJEit he pursued his studies asaduously. 
Bow he employed his leisure, what books he read, what 
society he enjoyed, and what particular advances he 
made in Iknovirledge or in virtue, in the government of 
himself or his acquaintance with the world, it is not in 
the power of the present narrator to communicate. It 
appears, however, that he indulged himself in some 
jKietical effusions, and wrote occasionally some essays 
in prose, which were published in a newspaper of that 
place. Though not unworthy of praise from so young 
a man, their intrinsic merit does not entitle them to pre- 
servation. 

i^ He obtained a license to preach fi-om the classis of 
Albany, in the year 1798, having just entered his twenty 
second year. Having now an opportunity of displaying 
his qualifications of taste, knowledge and piety, the 
world soon became acquainted with his character. His 
iBeritfl in the pulpit were enhanced by his youth; a cir- 
cumstance, which while it afforded an apology for some 
exuberances of style and sentiment, imparted lively ex- 
peotadons of future excellence. He received calls from 
fiie presbyterian ch(|j«h it filisab^tbto'wn^ New Jei«ey« 



and from the first presbyterian chtirch at Philadelphia, 
than which there were no religious congregations in 
America, whose choice could be more honourable to the 
object of it. 

He finally decided, though not without much hesita^ 
tion and reluctance; in favour of the latter situation. In 
this he was influenced by many motives besides those, 
which, in such a case, would naturally operate upon » 
young mind, caj^r for distinction. The principal of 
these originated in diffidence of his own powers, whieb 
he justly imagfined would be subject to less arduous 
trius, as an assistant minister, or co>pastor, than where 
the sole charge should devolve upon himself. Under 
the auspices of so illustrious a colleague as the late Dr. 
Ewing, he hoped to enter on his important office with 
fewer disadvantages than most young men are subjected 
to. The errors of youth and inexperience would be 
less fatal, and would be more easily prevented and cor> 
rected, than in a different situation. The paternal treat- 
ment he always received from Dr. Ewing fulfilled these 
hopes, and his decision in tlieir favour was fully justified 
by the veneration and affection of his people. He was 
ordained, and installed in his office, in June, 1799. 

He had very early bestowed his affections on Miss 
Hester Biuley, a younp lady of beauty and merit, daugh- 
ter of CoL John Bailey, a respectable inhabitant of 
Poughkeepsie, in the state of New York. On his set- 
tlement at Philadelphia, he married this lady. The 
fnxitB of this alliance, which was interrupted by death at 
the end of five years, were three sons, the two young- 
est of whom survived their father. — [7b be Continued, 



ANNALS OP PHILADELPHIA. 

From the recovered MtmUea of Council. 

Dec 1, 1759. The committee appointed to prepare 
a draft of an address to our new governor, laid the same 
before the Board for their consideration, and after some 
amendments were made, it was approved of, and a com- 
mittee appointed to wait on the governor to know when 
and where it would be agreeable to his honour, that this 
Bosrd should attend hhn. 

It being proposed that an entertainment be provided 
for his honor, the governor, at the expense of this board, 
the same was ag^ed to ; and Alderman Plumstead, 
Thomas Willing and William Bingham, were desired to 
prepare the said entertainment at the lodge, on Thurs- 
day next, and invite the members of assembly and such 
other gentlemen as they should think fit. 

The gentlemen who went on a message to the gover- 
nor, returned and acquainted the Board that he was rea- 
dy to receive them at the house of William Allen, Esq. 
Whereupon, the Board went in a body to wait upon 
him, and the address was delivered by the recorder and 
then presented to his honor in the following words, viz. 

**To the honourable James Hamilton, Esq. lieutenant 
governor and commander-in-chief of the province of 
Pennsylvania, and counties of New Castle, Kent, and 
Sussex, on Delaware. The address of the Mayor and 
Commonalty of the city of Philadelphia, 

May it please your honour, — ^ 

"Wcj the Mayor and Commonalty of the city of Phi- 
ladelphia, do most sincerely cong^tulate you on your 
appomtment to this government and safe arrival among 
us. 

We esteem it a peculiar happiness to the people of 
this province that the government of it is committed to 
a gentleman who has heretofore presided in that station, 
with the strictest honour and integrity . 

The experience we have had of your abilities, your 
steady attachment to the principles of real liberty, and 
your known abhorrence of every species of venality and 
corruption, cannot but give the highest pleasure and sa- 
tisfaction to all those who are true friends to the interest 
of this colony. 

These consideratioi^s excite us wiili g^teful hearts to 
acknowledge hit majesty's paternal re|^ird in approrin|^ 
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Ihe choice made by our honourable proprietaries* who 
by this appointment have fullj evidenced their attention 
to our welfare and the security of our rights, civil and 
religious. 

, We sincerely hope, your Honour's administration may 
Ibe easy and agreeable to you. And rest fully assured 
that the privUeges granted to the corporation of this 
city by that great patron of liberty, our first worthy 
proprietor, will be effectually preserved." 

To which his honour was pleased to make the follow- 
ing answer: 

**Gen(kment—l am extremely obliged to you, for your 
affectionate address. The fevourable sentiments therein 
expressed of me and of my former administration, give 
me the greatest pleasure and satisfaction. 

You nuy not only rely on my protecting the corpora- 
tion in the privileges granted to tnem by the proprietary 
charter, but on my hearty concurrence with you, for 
whom I have a very |freat regard, in any measures, 
whereby the honor or mterest of this city may be ad- 
vanced*" 

Jan. 3, 1760. . The ordinances relating to cording of 
wood, to be collected by a committee. 

Feb, 16, 1762. The recorder informed the board that 
the occasion of calling them together was, among other 
things to consider the present state of the public streets 
of this city, which were represented to be in great want 
of repairs — ^that the surplus money arising from the rent 
of the public wharffs, had been for many years pasti 
applied to that purpose, but that the magistrates hsui no 
power without the consent of this board, to agree with 
the assessors in any such application; which frequently 
•prevented the magistrates and assessors from agreeing 
upon making repairs that were necessary till the consent 
of this board was obtained; he therefore proposed it 
for the consideration of the board; That hereafter the 
magistrates should have a power of disposing of that 
surplus in conYunctlon witu the assessors without the 
trouble of calhng a meeting of this board from time to 
time for this purpose. 1 he board having taken tl)is 
proposal into consideration and deliberated thereon, did 
agree and resolve. That the Mayor, Recorder, and any 
three Aldermen, shall hercafler, in conjunction witli the 
assessors of the city have power to dispose of the sur- 
plus of the said wimHage money afler defraying the ex- 
pense of repairing and improving the public wharffs; 
rendering from time to time an account to this board of 
every such disposition. 

A beam and scales for the meal market cost, £22 3 
Sep. 21, 1762. Middle ferry on SchuylkiU leased for 
3 years at £200 per annum. 

Od . 5, 1762. Samuel Garrigues petitioning the board 
fiir an allowance for overlooking the corders of wood and 
taking care of the public wharves and fire engines, and 
for sweeping and cleaning the market, and ringing the 
market belt The board do agree to allow the said. S. 
G. in consideration of all his services of that sort, the 
turn of twenty five pounds per annum. 

March 14, 1763. Alderman Shoemaker, the Trea- 
surer, on some objections being made to the commis- 
tions of 5 per ct for receiving, and 5 per ct for paying 
the money of this corfioration, proposed of his own ac- 
cord to reduce those commissions for the future to 2} 
per ct. for receiving, and 2 j for paying. 

May 27, 1763. It being reported to the board that 
•• the Market street to the eastward of the court bouse 
was now regulating and paving, and the stalls in tlie 
Jersey market were in a ruinous condition, some repairs 
in the same became immediately necessary. It was 
therefore proposed that the present wooden stalls be 
pulled dovrn and more durable ones erected, and that at 
the east end thereof near Front street, there should be 
a market for greens and roots, erected in such a manner 
as to answer the purposes both of a market and exchange. 
The conrideration of this proposal was deferred to Uie 
next meeting, and in the mean time, the Mayor, Alder- 
mea Mifflin* and WiUing, and Alexander Houston, and 



John X^wrence, were appointed to prepare a plan and 
estimate tlie expense of such an improvement. 

June 4, 1763. The Board having resumed the con- 
sideration of the proposal concerning the Jersey mar- 
ket, and the committee presenting a plan agreeable to 
the directions of the Boani at the last meeting: A ques- 
tion was put whether stalls with brick pillars should be 
erected to the eastward of the Court House to begin 
about forty feet from the line of Second street with a 
covering over the whole; and at the end thereof, on 
front street, a building to serve the purposes of a green 
market and an exchange agreeable, or nearly so, to the 
plan exhibited by the committee — Carried in the aflfirm- 
ative. It being then moved. That part of the expense 
of the said buildinp should be defrayed out of tlie stock 
in the hands of Uiis Corporation for building an ex- 
change. It was, on debate, resolved. That the sum of 
five hundred pounds should be applied out of the said 
exchange stock for that purpose. 

Thfc mayor, aldermen Mifflin and WilBn^j, Alexander 
Houston, and John i.awrence, were appointed to em- 
ploy workmen and have the stalls and building com- 
pleted as soon as possible. 

It is likewise ordered. That the Treasurer call in 
so much of the exchange-money now at interest as will 
be sufficient with what money now remains in bis 
hands belonging to that fund to make up the aforesidd 
sum of 500 pounds. 

Oclober 4, 1 763. Thomas Willing elected Mayor. 

It was proposed that as the carrying up the stalls of 
the Jersey market had been hitherto deferred by the 
workmen employed by the committee, and the season 
was now far advanced, it would be more safe to defer 
the work till next spring, which was agreed to by the 
board. 

The committee appointed to get the Jersey market 
built are desired to get that market put into some order 
for this winter. 

The Commissioners of Philadelphia Coun^ having 
made application to this Board for the loan of^a sum S 
money for finishing the bridge over tlie Dock in front 
street, they not having completed the collection of taxes, 
and being in want of a present supply of nnoney. The 
Board on considering tliis as a public work, and that 
there is money in the treasurer's hands which will not 
be wanted till next spring, agree to lend the Commis- 
sioners Joseph King, Michael Uillegas, and Abraham 
Dawes, any sum not exceeding £400 for the purpose 
aforesaid, on giving their private bonds to this Corpora- 
tion, payable on the 1st day of April next, without inte- 
rest. The treasurer to charge no commission for pa^'ing 
or receiving the money. 

October 31, 1763. The Board agreed to address and 
give an entertainment to .the Hon. John Penn, Esq. the 
new Governor. 

Novetnber 7, 1763. ««The humble Address of the 
Mayor and Commonalty of the city of Philadelphia. 

•• M(nf it please your Honour — 
<* The Mayor and Commonalty of the citv of Phila- 
delphia beg leave to cong^tulate your honour on your 
appointment to the government of this province and 
safe arrival in it. 

" When we reiect on the many virtues of your wor- 
thy ancestor, oiu* first proprietor and governor, under 
whose forming hand this city and province were settled, 
and to whose wisdom their growth and present flourish- 
ing state are in a great measure owing, we are impress* 
ed with the highest veneration for his memory. Permit 
us sir to assure you that we with pleasure behold the 
administration of this government committed to a gen- 
tleman descended fixim one so dear to us, and we doubt 
not but you will imitate his great example, by consider^ 
ing your own interest and happiness as uiseparably .con- 
nected with the people over whom you preside. 

" Warmed with the pleasing review of virtues so 
amiable, and beneficial to this colony, we cannot (con^ 
sistent with a due regard to merit) forbear expressing 
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the h'^est esteem and affection for our late worthy Go- 
vernor, Mr. Hamilton. Common justice calls upon us to 
acknowrledge, that he filled the sUtion with credit and 
honour; and we are persuaded that his whole conduct 
liatb been influenced by a sincere attachment to the 
public {^ood. As nothing can be more acceptable to a 
I food and |^nerous mind, than that virtue should receive 
' the just tribute of praise, we need not apologise to your 
honour for taking this public occasion of manifesting 
our gratitude to your predecessor. 

** We firmly rely on your fiivour, in protecting the 
Corporation of this city, in the enjoyment of all the 
rights and privileges grtnted them by charter, and sin- 
cerely wish that your administration may be attended 
with satis&ction to yourself and lasting advantage to the 
public. 

THQMAS WILLING, Mayor. 

Phikda. 7lh Nov. 1763. " 

TBI oovsmiroR's rsplt. 

Ocntkmen — I return you my hearty thanks for this 
kind and obliging address, and in a particular manner 
for your good wishes for me, and the afllection you ex- 
press for my family. 

My predecessor Mr. Hamilton justly deserves the 
character you have given him, and nothing can be more 
agreeable to me than this testimony of your gratitude 
to him. 

The corporation of this city may rest assured that I 
will do every thing in my power to protect them in the 
enjoyment of then* rights and privileges." 

28 Nontmbtr 1763 . Expense of entertainment to the 
Governor £203 17 Oi- 

Agreed that an order be drawn by the Mayor on the 
Treasurer of this Board for the sum of fiAy pounds to 
be paid to the Trustees appointed by the General As- 
sembly for the conveying to this corporation a lot on the 
Borth-east comer of the state house square for the erect- 
ing a city hall. 



PHYSICIANS. 
One ofjthe earliest, and one of the most vivid recol- 
lections in this city, by the remniscent, is of the person of 
old Doctor Chevat, living at the time, directly opposite 
the (now) white swan, in Race, above Third-street. 
He it was, who by his genius, professional skill and per- 
severance, finally perfected those wonderful (at the time) 
anatomical preparations in wax, which, since his death, 
have been in possession of the Pennsylvania Hospital. 
These anatomical preparations, the sight of whicb Js calcu- 
lated to fill the mind with solemn awe, while beholding 
not only the streets, but the lanes, alleys and inner cham- 
bcn of the microcosm or little world of man, was beheld 
hy the writer, only some few years since, forcing back 
nponthe memory, the once aged appearance of the 
Boctor, contrasted with the exertions niade by him and 
apparent to every one, who beheld him, to appear ac- 
tive; and sprightly in busincs, cleaving, as it were, to 
his «last sand." This aged gentleman and Physiaan 
was almost daily to be seen pushing his way inspite of 
bis feebleness, m a kind of hasty walk or rather shufHe: 
his lu^d head, and strait white hair, bowed and hang- 
ing forward beyond the cape of his black old fashioned 
coat, surmounted by a small cocked hat, closely turned 
upon the crown upwards behind, but projectingly, and 
put of all proportion, cocked before and seemmgly the 
impelling cause of his anxious forward movements; his 
fgcd lips closely compressed(sans teeth) together, were 
in contmual motion, as though be were munching some- 
what all the while; his golden headed Indian cane, not 
used for his support, but dangling by a knotted black 
•ilken string from his wrist; the ferrule of his cane and 
the heels of his capacious shoes, well Kned in winter 
time with thick woolen cloth might be heard jingling 
and scraping the pavement at every step; he seem^ on 
the street alwajrs as one hasting as fiist as his aged limbs 
would permit him to some pattent, dangerously ill; with- 
out looking at any one, passing him to the right or left j 



he was always spoken of as possessinf^ much sarcastic 
wit; and also, for using expletives in his common con- 
versation, in the opinion of those who spoke on the sub* 
ject, to be neither useful nor ornamental. 

An anecdote, strikingly iflustrative of thclattei, mi^t . 
here be given of the Doctor and a member of the Socie- 
ty of Friends, who had lent him his great coat to shelter 
him on his way home, from the then, falling rain. The 
coat was loaned by the Friend to the Doctor, with a 
moral condition annexed; which, upon the return of the 
coat, he decided he had religiously performed,-— adding, 
in a facetious vein, a supplemental remark to the Friend, 
descriptive of an unusual propensity he found himself to 
be labouring under, during the whole time he had been 
enveloped in a plain coat; having to said and done, they 
separated on the most friendly terms, with a htwtty 
laugh on both sides. Does none remember^ 

Dr. Thomas Say, lived in Moravian, now Bread street, 
on the west ude, near Arch street Having to pass that 
way frequently to school, his person became Teiy 6ini- 
liar. In fair weather, he was to be seen, almost daily, 
standing, dressed in a light drab suit, with his arms gent- 
ly folded, and leaning with one shoulder against the 
cheek of the door, for the support evidently of his rather^ 
tall and slender frame — now weakened by age. He 
was the same Dr. Thomas Say, who nuiny years before, 
had been in a trance, of three days' continuance; during 
which time, (whether in the body or out of the body, 
he could not tell) he beheld many wonderful matters, 
as is fully detailed, in the "Life of Thomas Say,** now 
extant, and written by his son Benjamin, deceased. He 
was of fair complexion: and his thinly spread hair, of the 
silvery white, slightly curled over, and behind the ears 
in appearance very venerable; in his speech and manner, 
mild and amiable — as is well remembered concerning 
him, while he stood, one day affectionately admonishing 
some boys, who had gazed perhaps too rudely, at 
the aged man, of whom they had heard, probably 
that he had seen & vision. He mildly advised them to 
pass on their way — ^pressing at the same time, and with 
lasting effect, upon the mind of one of them, "never to 
stare, (said he) at strangfers, and aged men.*' 

The next aged physician of the Old School, was Dr« 

, who lived next door to Dr. Ustick's Baptist 

meeting-house, in Second street near Arch street. The 
Doctor had retired from practice altogether, and was 
known to the public eye as an antiquated looking old 
gentleman, usually habited in a broa<l skirted dark coat 
with long pocket flaps, buttoned across his under 
dress; wearing in strict conformity with the cut of the 
coat, a pair of Baron Steuben*s military shaped boots, 
coming above the knees, for riding: liis hat flapped be- 
fore, and cocked up smartly behind, covering a fViB 
bottomed powdered wig — ^inthe front of which mig^t be 
seen an eagle pointed nose, separating a pair of pierc- 
ing black eyes — ^his lips exhibiting (but only now and 
then) a quick motion, as though at the moment he was 
endeavouring to extract the essence of a small quid. As 
thus described, in habit and in person, he was to be seen 
almost daily, in fair weather, mounted oil a short, flat, 
black, switch-tailed horse, and riding for his amusement 
and exercise, in a brisk racking canter about the street* 
and suburbs of the city. 

His antique study, in the middle back room, now- 
merged in Uie part of a China Store, then exhibited the 
remains of consultation and practice, in by-gone times. 
Being kept there, one day, waiting, as was tbou^t, an 
undue length of time for his coming down stairs, the 
writer could no otherwise than note the ancient Frank- 
lin open stove, placed within, and under the chimney 
as fiu* as possible;— the labelled vials of various nzes pa» 
raded along the mantle piece, and suspended over all, 
in a black and gilt-edged frame) now soiled by dust and 
age, upon the spacious old fashioned ornamental wood 
work, an enrraved hlceness of "Horace," with mottoi, 
almost illegible, beneath.*— old musty papers folded 
away, and old books here and there i an old great coat 
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■also folded carefully across the leathcr-bottoraed chair, | not, unl.-ss it Can be sliown that his parent or guardian 
near the fire. In Uic centre of the room stood a small ' Kpre.^sly ucqn c^( ^ d \u il - 1 rtM^n. The deci&ion of 
heavy looking round table, covered with faded green tue Supreme Comn, i. m,«^ i,i 'l.c bc-rgeuiit & lUwle's, 
baize, and resting upon it, an old folio, closed; — a queer [ estHblishing: riic pt/.at iVit tlii- cuu^vHt of the parent 
looking standish for writing, and a pen with untrimmed \ guardian < r next friend, is indispensable to the assign- 
featljer, sticking therein. The Doctor was hard of »r , . - 



hearing; but brisk and lively in his movement and ad- 
dress to any one having business with him, and pleasant 
to a degree. When spoken to, he usually lifted with a 
finger the comer of his wig from one ear, in listening at- 
titude. While on the street, every one seemed pleased 
on their observing the light elastic step of this very re- 
■spectable old gentlemen. 

He was so well known, that in his rambles from the 
Town, on foot, he would step in, without ceremony, at 
the first public office, which presented itself to his view, 
and upon his seeing any vacant desk, or writing table, 
ait himself down, with a pleasant nod, to some one pre- 
sent, and begin writing his letter or memorandum. One 
day, while thus occupied in his writing, he was suddenly 
addressed by a very forward presuming person who 
wanted of him some medical advice gratis. Finding 
himself thus interrupted, he lifted the comer of his wig, 
as usual, and desired the person to repeat the question, 
which he did, loudly, as follows — Doctor! what would 
you advbe, as the best thing, for a pain in the breast? 
The wig, h avin^ dropped to its proper place, the Doc- 
tor, after a seemingly profound study for a moment on 
the subject, replied — Oh! aye — ^I will tell you my good 
friend— the very best thing I could 'advise you to do for 
a pain in the breast is tb~^consult your physician! 

These three veterans of the city, in the science and 
practice of medicine in the time of the Colonies — like 
three remaining apples, separate and lonely upon tlie 
uppermost bough of a leafless tree, were finally shaken 
to the g^und, by the unrelenting wind of Death, and 
gathered to the ** narrow house," — as very readily sur- 
mised by tho reader, no doubt. LANG SYNE. 

COMMON PLEAS. 
Commonwealth, on the rcla-1 

tion of Geo. U. Fisher, (important question of 
vs. \ Apprentice -law, 

Jo«iah W. Leeds. J 

This was a writ of habeas eorptu, directed to Mr. 
Leeds, commanding hiri) to bring up the body of Geo. 
U* Fisher, an alledged apprentice to him, to learn the 
trade of a Tailor. The petition set forth, that on the 
loth day of February 1827, George R. Fisher was 
bound to Messrs. Leeds & Campbell, copartners, or the 
survivor of them, for "the term of two years from the 
2d day of Jan. then next ensuing, to learn the art, 
trade and mystery of a tailor; and in case of a dissolu- 
tion, he was to have the right of election or choice of 
which of the said copartners he would serve, &c. fol- 
lowing the* usual form in such cases; that the said part- 
nership was dissolved on tke 20th of February last; 
that since that time, Mr. Campbell, without the peti- 
tioner*s knowledge or consent, assigned to his former 
partner, the present defendant, all his right, title and 
interest, in the said indenture; and that the petitioner 
would elect and prefer to serve the other partner. Un- 
der this assignment, the defendant held the boy as his 
articled apprentice. Much conflicting testimony, as to 
whether the boy had elected to serve Leeds, was pro- 
duced on both sides; and the question before the court 
was, whether, in law, h« had a right so to hold him. 

After argument, and a week's advisement, the 
opinioti of the court was delivered by 

Ki2rs# Prettdent: — The defendant has no right to 
hold the boy* and he roost be discharged. The privi- 
lege of election is secured to him by the indenture. — 
To make tlie election or. choice valid and binding, it 
must be done with the consent taf the parent or jpuii^ 
dian. There is a doubt created by the evidence ottered 
in this case, whether the boy did «r dhi not elect his 
prefierence^ but it is immaterisl wlwther he did or did 



ment of au indenture to a third person, bears directly 
upon this question. No arrangement or contract be- 
tween the master and his apprentice a'lering the per- 
sons to whom an apprentice is bound, can be valid, un- 
less ratified by tlie consent of the parent or other per- 
son standing in loco parentis^ in writing. A parent might 
place confidence in one member of a firm, and doubt 
the capacity of the other, or he mig^t rely upon the 
mutual ability of both united; it is therefore expedient 
and necessary that any vital alteration of those parties 
should be sanctioned by the parent or guardian, and 
not alone by the boy, whose infjAncy incapacitates him; 
otherwise a parent might see his child transferred, on 
the dissolution of a firm, to a man of questionable or 
depraved morals, without the power to avert the eviL 
The dissolution of the partnership, therefore, abrogated 
the indenture, the parent not consenting to the elec- 
tion. There is nothing in the argument, that there is 
but a brief period of service yet unexpired, little inju- 
ry can accrue to any party by the continuation of the 
boy in the service of Leeds; the rule now to be laid 
down will operate upon all future indentures, whether 
of one or five years duration. Petitioner discharged. 
J. O'Daniel, esq. for the boy — ^J. P. Norris, esq. for 
the master. — U. A. Gaz, 

MeadciUe^ CPenn.J Sep. Ig. 
In two months more, twtnttffive years will have ekpi' 
ed since we arrived in this vdfage with our printing es- 
tablishment, being the first, and for several subsequent 
years, the only one north west of the Allegheny river, 
iiow short the period, yet how fruitful of interesting 
events — Empires, kingdoms and states have arisen in 
different quarters of the globe, and again vanished, 
scarcely leaving a vestige as a memento of their exist- 
ence. In the political concerns of our state and national 
confederacy, parties and factions have had their day— 
their ups and downs — all affording additional proof of 
the mutability and transient character of every thinr ap- 
pertaining to this life. Our village at that time consisted 
of a few scattered tenements, or what might properly be 
termed huts. It is now surpassed by few, H ;^ in 
West Pennsylvania, for Its numerous, commodious, and 
in many instances, beautiful dwelling houses, churches, 
academy, court house, with a splendid edifice for a col- 
lege; all affording pleanng eviaence of the enterprise, 
the taste and the liberality of its inhabitants. T'' n we 
were without roads, nothing but Indian paths by ^jh 
to wind our way from one point to another. Now turn- 
pikes and capacious roads converge to it from every qua^ 
ter. Then the majl passed between Pittsburg and Erie 
once in two weeks^— now eighteen stages arrive and de- 
part weekly. Then we had not unfrcquently to pack 
our paper on horseback,- upwards of 200 miles, on 130 
of this distance, there were but three or four bouses— 
now, however, thanks to an enterprising citizen of the 
village, it can be had as conveniently as could be desired 
Our country is marching onward. — Crawford Meaa* 

The jury trial in the Mayor's Court, terminated on tbe 
24th inst During the session* 108 bills were return^ 
by the grand juiy, of which number 73 were returned 
*true bius* ana 35 ignoramus'*— 47 cases were tried. 
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IMPORTS 

AT THE PORT OF PHILADELPHIA, 
During the year 1827. 



ContLnue(t-' 



I TUaT 



FREE AKTICLES. 



3ifQa£(r*< Quarter . 



Brimstone 

Bags - 

Furs - 

Hides 

Dye Wood 

Mahog^y 

Copper 8heiithifig> 
Old, 
for Hint, 



Bullion, Silver 
Gold 



Specie^ Gold 
Silver 



Corkwood 
Plaster of Paris - 
Burr Stone - 
(Sundry Articles * 



value 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 



4030 

6180 

6635 

145,740 

13,002 

ri,3io 

21,910 

22,555 

14,855 

133,725 

66,685 

499,095 

1,535 

10,810 

5720 

1843 



7540 

2750 
26,540 

6745 
17,465 
16,640 

4090 

24,515 

4735 

24,8J, 

1980 
3680 



Total 



$4030 

13,720 

9385 

172,280 

19,747 

88,775 

38,550 

26,645 

14,855 

158,240 

4,735 

91,540 

875,515 

1555 

12,790 

5720 

5523 



SeECIFJC ARTICLES. 



Carpeting, Brussels, 
WiKon 
Venetian 
Ingrain 



Wh^ Jtfadeira 

^-Champaigric 
Sherry 



'lisbon 

— ^ ^ TenneriflTe 
i-^laret 
- Burgundy 
•.'All other 



yds. 
yds. 
yds. 
ydsl 

gal. 

gal. 
gal. 
gal. 



A ' ^^-ttom grain — ^ 



B^> ale, 8cc. - 
Viaegar - 
<Mhrt oa - 
LiiUfdOit - 
Castor do. 
Coffee - - 
jCocoa 

;Sogar, brown - 
■ white - 

' Candy - 

[Almonds 

Pnufes - 
jRunns, Muscatel 
— other - 

Figs 

Candles, Tallow 
Wax - 



Cheese 
Ginger 
Pepper 
Pimento - 
Cana 

Vol. II. 



gal. 
gal. 
gal. 

ga. 
gal. 
^1. 
gal. 
lbs. 
lbs. 
lbs. 
lbs. 
lbs. 
lbs. 
lbs. 
lbs. 
lbs. 
lbs. 
lbs. 
lbs. 
lbs. 
lbs. 
lbs. 
lbs. 
lbs. 



Total. 



Value. 



\ 



10,686•^ 
2756 I 
41,574 f 
105,460^ 
24,773^ 
261 
3571 
6503 
18,330 
23,819 
1227 I 
390,397j 
353,151 
85,729 
742,378 
951 
3508 
10,870 
279 
29 
8,726,111 
1,693,372 
9,807,832 
1,247,384 
104 
76,45n 
63,842 
225,640 > 
268,525 
2967J 
34,468 
14 
10,065 
1144 



$120»640 



333,760 



188,620 

38,992 

134^931 

398 

1695 

7705 

782,^50 

167.505 

599,662 

98,418 

16 



25 




43,960 

3317 

6 

1080 

44,327 



Indig^ 
Bristles 
WhWng . . 
Lead 

White 
Twine 
Tea, Souchong 

Hyson Skin 

Hyson 

][mperial 

Corks 

Ochre, Dry 

Iron Wire 

Nails 

MiU Saws 

Anvils 

Hammers 

Castings - 

Tacks 

Soap 

Tallow 

Camphor, crude 

Spikes 

Cotton 

Cordage - 

Chain Cables 

Anchors - 

froRf Sheet 

Pig 

Roll, &c 

Steel 
Hemp 
NaURods- 
Scroll Iron 
Salt - . ' 
Coal 
Paper 
Books 
Glass, cut 

other 

Vials above 4 oz 

not above 4 os. 
Bottles - 
Fish, l)ried> &c 
Cigars 

Demijohns - 
S undry small articles 

AD VALOREM A^kTIcIiJ 



lbs. 

lbs. 

lbs. 

lbs. 

lbs. 

lbs. 

lbs. 

lbs. 

lbs. 

lbs. 

lbs. 

lbs. 

lbs. 

lbs. 

lbs. 

lbs. 

lbs. 

lbs. 

M. 

lbs. 

lbs. 

lbs. 

lbs. 

lbs. 

lbs. 

lbs. 

lbs. 

lbs. 

owt. 

cwt: 

cwt. 

cwt 

lbs. 

lbs. 

bushr 

bush. 

lbs. 

lbs. 

lbs. 

lbs. 

grooe. 

grocc, 

: sr* 



211,152 
8441 
20,429 
1,964,912 
9888 
33,207 
574,^52^ 
275,599 1 
836,982 f 
145,276J 
29,742 
123,097 
73,109 
48,610 
^ 577 
296,298 
5804 
275,541 
1340 
98,974 
7002 
25,435 
1639 
707 
7111 
^,146 
8201 
280,744 
1628 
24,545 
7695 
14»659 
50,460 
2231 
452,987 
31,104 
65,305 
39,527 
2168 
248,516 
3297 
5985 
:)803 
16,357 
2,685,487 
5852 



Takte, 



385,231 

4,820 

200 

74,480 

2,375r 

6,^64 

1532,336 

7,180 

2,835 

5,995 

- 3,533? 

1,810 

17,055 

3^ 

9,'97a 

115 

5,538 

3^ 

6^15 

100 

40 

585 

1,400 

270 

10,370 

1,900 

68,965 

78,050 

85,6i50 

1,515 

80 

49,310 

3,760 

8,341 

30^218 

1,030 

33,373 

1,515 

17,737 ; 
2,682 f 

35.8001 
2,31 ll 
4.921} 



Cloths, excee<fing 33i inch. 



(ted Hose 
ttS Stuff 



not exceeding 33 1 inch 
Flannels . . - - 
Blankets 
Worst 

Worstw ..— . 
Aft other Woollens, 33i inches 

Cottons, Coloured 

—White .... 

Hose . . J - - 

I Twibt - * " " 

Nankeens - " * / 

AH othqr manufactured 25 per cf. 

I Silki from India ps. 



I Tbto/. 
417,563 

10,170 
141,430 
118,930 

92,315 
172,060 
118,960 
758,940 
1,001,895 
116,2U 
8,675 
t0t,415 

25,475 
. 628^15 
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-^ IMPORTS AT PHILADELPHIA. 



tOcToBm 



Silki from India* other than pt. 
— -^/rom other places, p». - 
> — ■■■ - . M ■ I othet 

VftftingBt Woollen 
■ Cotton 



Linens . . . - 

^]tuiufiM:tured Thx - 
Checks, &c . . • 

SaUDaok . . . . 

Ticldenbu]^ ... 
lUitsiii Sheeting^, brown - 

' white 

llMMifrctured Hemp 
Side Anns , • . 

Sejrthes ... 

Wood Screws 

Manufactoresoflron and Steel 
■ ■ Brass 

■ Tin 

i-Wood 

■■ ■ — Leather - 

- Copper 



Glass, not specific 
Barthenware 
CIvna Ware 
JafMoncd Ware • 
Plated Ware 
Watches, &c. 
Precious Stones, &c. 
Laces 
Straw PlaU 
Copper bottoms • 
Sheet Brass, ^ • 
Sheet Tin 
Wool, abore 10 cents 

■ ■ ■■ ■ not above 10 cents 
Qiricksilver 
Hair Seating 
Bolting Cloths 
Oilcloths - 
Raw Silk 
MUmnfactured Goods, at 12| per cent. 

— I at 15 per cent. 

_____ at 20 per cent. 
I ) -— at 25 per cent 

' ■ at 30 percent. 



Slates aii^ Tile, 
Sundry small articles 



104,540 
49,240 
45,119 
22,346 
10,020 
329,735 
28,890 
1,765 
43,175 
26,490 
21,250 
14,465 
3,645 
9,804 
^0,986 
13,631 
811,225 
39,636 
5,525 
19,193 
30,945 
385 
21,868 
204,994 
5,983 
1,255 
6,720 
40.375 
9,897 
56,336 
60,604 
4,975 
8,210 
7,540 
18,902 
2,000 
61,565 
7,955 
3,075 
6,345 
30,390 
411,291 
219,685 
6,759 
5,812 
44,195 
2859 
. 10,388 



CarUinutd — 



Anur. ves. For.ves, 



VALUE FROM EACH COUNTRY. 



coujrraiES. 



Jimer. vea, For.ves. 



Swedish W. Indies .... 

Danish W. Indies 

England 

Irehmd 

Gibralt^ 

British W. Indies ..... 

British £. Indies 

British Amer. Colonics 

Other British Colonies 

Scotland ..* 

Ktissia 

IfoITand 

Hanse Towns 

French ports on the At- 
lantic 

French ports on the 
Mediterranean 

Hayti 

Cuba 

Other Spanish W. Ind. 

Spanish European ports 
on the Atlantic 



Spanish Ei^ropean ports 

on the Mediterranean 

Portugal .,,, 



132,800 

307,374 

4,852,127 

2,435 

202,221 

11,150 

I4f5,894 

19,280 

9,930 

189,120 

74,143 

234,678 

262,601 

164,280 

249^942 

1,149,701 

17,560 

11,785 

46,685 
31,60^ 



122,567 
3.305 

1,030 



38,760 

65,620 
180 



11,565 
13,285 



Total, 



^2,800 

307,374 

4,974,694 

5,710 

202,221 

12.180 

155,894 

19.280 

9.930 

38,760 

189..120 

74.143 

300,298 

262,781 

m 

164,280 

249,942 

1,161,266 

30,845 

11785 

46,685 
31,605 



>Iadeira 

Italy 

Afnca 

Mexican Ports on. the 
Atlantic 

Colombian ports on the 
Atlantic 

Colombian ports on the 
Pacific 

Brazilian ports ...... 

French West Indies. . . 

Tcneriife 

Azores 

Buenos Ayres. • 

Dutch West Indies .... 

Guatamala on the At- 
lantic 

China 



34,570 

154,666 

2,390 

1,248,975 

514,653 

229,010 

242,691 

1,645 

10,045 

1,520 

80,065 

18,825 

14,090 
1,321,875 



ToTAt 11 ,900,336i261,032ft 2,161,368 



1,375 



3,345 



TaoL 




i;j48,975 

516,028 

229,010 

242,691 

4,990 

10,04^ 

1,520 

80,065 

18,825 



14.^)90 
1,321^5 



[PMbd, Price CurrenU 



Sketcb or Tna Lira axd chabictxk 

OF JOHN BLAIR LINS. --By Chariu B. Brown^ JKiy, 

Cmdudedpcmp. 173. 

The succeeding two years of his Bffe passed in dili- 
gent and.stioeesrful appncation to the duties of his pas- 
toral oMc^J The increasing infirmities of his veneraWe 
colleague, made these duties in no small degree heary 
to a young man, who was Jnst beginning his career, and 
who, as yet, had not acquired the benefits of preparv 
tion and experience. Heavy thou^ they were, and 
punctual and meritorious as was his diligence in thtir 
performance, his active spirit found leisure to compose 
two poems, the Ixst of which was (rf'considerablcleDjth, 
during tliisintei*\'al. 

Ihe first was a poejn on the death of Wasliingtonr 
written in imitation of tht style of Ossiaa, whom Mr. 
Linn held in higher estimation tlian any other poet. — 
This pei-formancc was a happy specimen of this style, 
ami the author's success was the more remarkable, on 
account of the disparity between the theme he had cho- 
sen, and those topics to which the Cakd'onian poet had 
consecrated his song. 

His second attempt was more grave and arduous. ,h 
was a didactic essay on those powers ft-om which poetry 
itself derives its spirit and existence. The subject of 
this poem is explained by its title, **The Powersof Ge- 
nius." It is a rapid and pleasing descant upon the na- 
ture and operations of genius, and a general view of its 
origin and orogrcss. It is accompanied witfi. notes, by 
which dottbtfiil passages are explained, and the reascNK 
ings of the poet amplified, confirmed, and illustrated, 
by new and apposite examples. 

Mr. Linn has justified himself, in bestowing ^me of 
his leisure on subjects of this kind, by observing, in lis 
preface to this work, that "literature, next to refifion, 
is the fountain of our greatest consofation and de^;ht. 
Though it be a solemn truth diat the deepest erudition, 
disconnected with religion, cannot enlighten the regions 
beyond the grave,, or afford consolation on the bed af 
death, yet, when united with religion, fiterature renocrs. 
men more eminently usefiil,opens wider their intellect tt> 
the reception of divine light, banishes religious supeiv6- 
tion, and bows the knee, with purer adoratioi>, before A« 
throne of God. Literature on the rugged journey of 
life scatters flowers,_it overshadows the path of the 
weary, and refreshes the desert with its streams. He 
who is prone to sensual pursuits m.ay seek his joy Ip the 
acquirement of silver and gold, and bury hii aifccti^iia 
with the treasure in his coircrs. The nobler souiU ta- 
lightened by genius and taste, looks far above thfsepok> 
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. His riclies are the bounty of knowleclg>e, bis 

joys are those which wealth cannot purchase. He con- 
templates Nature in her endless forms, and finds compa- 
nions, where men of diflTerent pursuits would experi- 
ence the deepest solitude." 

Those phantoms which genius produces, and taste 
einbeUishes, had a powerful influence over the imagina- 
ttion of Mr. Linn. External objects were habitually 
viewecl by him through a poetical medium, and seldom 
through any other. Their attractions, in his eyes, and 
their merit, consisted ahnost wholly in their power to 
in^ire emotion, and exalt the fancy. The deductions 
♦f pure science, wbetlicr mathematical, physical, or 
moral, he held in very slender estimation: their simpli- 
•Ci^ was to him naked and insipid, dreary and cold. — 
His natural temper, and all his habits of meditatipn, emi- 
neatly fitted him for a poetj the subject of this work 
*ad been familiar to his earliest conceptions; and he ex- 
patiated in this element as in one most congenial to his 
«atiu«. 

After describing g^nius^ and fixing on invention as its 
most suitable criterion, he proceeds to show the alliance 
Itetveen genius and fancy, judgment and sympathy. — 
He then, in a rapid manner, describes the progress of 
genius, and illustrates the independence of rules, which 
tt sometimes nuuiifesta, by the example of Shakspcare, 
Ossian, Ariosto, and Bums. 

The influence of culture on genius naturally calls to 
*he poet's mind the image of Edwin, and the various 
forms of excellence which genius is qualified to uphold, 
loa^ him into an enumeration of celebrated names, in 
various departnients of prose and Terse. 

Some or tlie moral stimulants and effects of getuus 
«re next displayed; narrative is called in to the aid of 
i>reoept, and the poem closes with a concise view of the 
P»jJ«M j^ genius in different countries^ Egypt, Greece, 
ita^, firiuin, and America. To his native country the 
poet is patriotically partial, and not only pilots her fu- 
ture eminence in literature, but deems the progress she 
bMi abeady made by no means contemptible. 

The merit of tliis performance has received the best 
t^s6m>uy of which merit of this kind is susceptible, in 
the approbation of the public. The work, hi a few 
montluaf^er its first appeamnce, demanded a new edi- 
^lon^ and it has been published in a very splendid style 
in Europe. 

Several smaller pieces were pubfished in the same 
valnrne with this poem, some of which have merit con- 
siderably above mediocrity, and manifest a genius in the 
writer which only wanted the habits of reflection and 
Kviibn to entitle him to a h\gh rank in the fraternity of 
#9e«s. 

Ur^ JLioB'a temperament was sanguine, and his health 
•t all times extrcmeljr variable . From his eariiest infan- 
cy* he was liable to fits of severe indisposition, wiiich, 
to oee of h^ pecuUar temper, were of far more im- 
iMrtance than they would have proved to another.— 
Thete was a powmul sympathy between his body and 
mind. All diaoi<der8 in the former produced comusion 
*od despondency in the latter, tie was idways prone to 
{MMt^ad an. unfavourable issue to his diteaser^nd b«ing 
4kep^ impressed with the belief that he was doomed to 
Ml early grmre^ every sickness was considered as the 
mossenger appointed to fulfil his destiny. 

It was not, bowever, till the year 1802 that his consti- 
lutim rtoeived any lasting^ or material injury. In the 
miamer of this year, he set out on a journey to New 
York. The weather being.^strem^ly hot, and the chaise 
Affbtdhig tio effectual protection from the raya of a burn- 
ing aim, he was suddenly thrown into a swoon, which 
-K*s Mowed hf an ardent fever. This accident occur- 
vtdoear Woodbridge, in New Jersey, and be was car- 
tied from tho r^ad, by some passengers, tg the hospita- 
ble foof of Dr- Rowe, a dergjrman of that place. 

From this atusk he recovered sufficiently in a few 
days, to enaMe him to return home; but from that pe- 
1304 to his death, every day'4 experience evinced that 



this accident had done his constitution an irreparablo 
mischief. His nervous system appeared, for some time, 
to have been chiefly affected, and in a way particulM^ty 
distressful and deplorable, since it interfered 4vith ms 
duty as a preacher. In attempting to speak, his brain 
was frequently seized with a torpor and dizziness, which 
made it difficult for him to keep himself from falling. 
The same affection sometimes attended him while walk- 
ings or sitting. Its. visits were capricious and uncertain. 
It would sometimes afford him a rcspife of ^ys or weeks. 
Its returns were sudden and unlocked for^ and it always 
brought in its train a heavy dejection of mind, and equidiy 
unfitted him for the performance of his public duties, 
and for obtaining relief fi*om any solitary occupation or 
social amusement. * 

No one could struggle with his infirmity more stm* 
nuously than Mr. Linn. U'ls family can bear witness 
to hb efforts to fulfil his public duties, notwithstanding 
this secret enemy. So successful were these efforts^ 
that he often preaclied with his usual enei^gy and elo- 
quence, when noting but the rails of his pulpit sup- 
ported him, and when a deadly sickness pervaded his 
whole frame. 

That his powers of reasoning and reflection were UBk 
impaired by this accident, he soon afforded an incont«s- 
tible proof, in the spirit with which he carried on a short 
controversy, during this year, with Dr. Priestley. 

Dr. Priestley, who acquired so much celebrity in Eu- 
rope, had, a few years before this, taken up his abode 
in the United States. His zeal for knowledge was hf 
no means diminished by the circumstances which oeea»- 
sioned his exile, and his attaslunent to the controreoRal 
mode of advancing knowledge was as aidentas ever.—* 
His numerous publications, however, during the early 
years of his residence among us, were chiefly conHned 
to politics and cheifiistry. His moral and theologioal e^ 
fusions failed to waken the spirit of controversy, tifi the 
publication of a ^oK treatise on the merits of Sooratesi 
m the year 1802. In this performance. Dr. Prtestloj 
drew a coraparison between Jesus Christ and Soomtes^ 
in whAoh the former was degraded, agreeably to the 8q> 
cinian systen^ to the level of me«s humanity, while tfaA 
merits of the latter were exalted to a higher pitch tiMU% 
in the opinion of Mr. Linn, strict justice allowed. 

This comparison was instituted between the two per* 
sons, in relation to their moral qualities on^, and Pnest- 
ley's desijj^ was to maintain the superiority erf* Jesnsb 
even admitting the most fiivourable suppositions that 
have been formed with regard to the character of So» 
crates, and the least favourable ones with regard to 
Christ. In both these points, however, he Was deemed 
by some to be highly blameable, inasmuch as he adntky 
ted and argued upon suppoutions eironeouaand lu^jtHit 
in both cases. 

The great fame and veteran skill of Priestley, and th« 
consciousness ef his own youth and inexperience, did • 
not intimidate Mr. Linn from stepping fbrth In a cava* 
in which reli^on and morally were deeply interested. 
Those points m the cowiuet of the Athenian sage, which 
had been hastily admitted as authentic by Dr. Priestley* 
underwent an impartial and rigid scnitiny fhim hia young 
opponent; the dreams of tmcutional credulity' were sidb- 
jected to a crkical investigationf and while the charac- 
ter of Socrates was degraded tb its proper point in the 
scale, the transcendent merits of Christy boUi in his. hu- 
man and divine capacity, were urged with umisiiftl elo- 
quence. 

The true nature and office of Christ could not fiul of 
coming strong^ into view en this occasion, aoda second 
reply, to a second publication ef Mr. Linii, was the last 
and djing effort of PrieAley on this sublunary rtage, in 
fiivour of the Socinian doctrines. 

The merits of Mrw Linn in this controvert seem to b^ 
generally acknowledged, Kbth by the fiiends and ene- 
mies of the cause which he espouse<1. The latter with- 
held not thetr admtratkm ftrom the knowledge and g[e. 
nius displayed in these productions, tod whioh, while 
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they would do credit to any ag<*, were peculiarly honor- 
able and meritorious in so youthful an advocate. 

If he has treated his vewerable adversary with undue 
asperity, as some of I>r. Priestley's adherents are dispo- 
sed to believe, his youth, and the importance of the te- 
nets he supported, wijl abundantly plead his excuse with 
il^artial mmds. Instead of deservinp blame for that 
deg^e of warmth which he displayed, he is rather en- 
tHled to eminent praise, for preserving- his warmth within 
■ttch rietd limits. Those who are acquainted wiih the 
•pint or relig>ious disputes will only be surprised at the 
moderation which so ardent and impetuous a mind was 
able to n\aintain, in so delicate a controversy, and of 
which it is difllicuU to find another example. 

*l*herc was nd one, however, who regai-ded these as- 
perities with less indul^nce than himself. For Dr. 
Priestley's attainments m the physical sciences, he en- 
tertained a high veneration, and abhorred that spirit of 
animosity and rancour, with which literary controversies 
are generally managed. His own conduct in this res- 
p^t. thougn so KttJe culpable, gave him regrets, which 
tne death of his opponent contributed to augment. 

During this period, he lilcewise indulged himself in 
putting together the materials of a poem, to which he 
intended to entrust his future fame, as a poet The 
acheme was somewhat of an epic nature, but he did not 
intend to restrict himself by any technical rules or ca- 
pons. He merely aspired to produce a narrative in verse, 
ixrhich should possess the qualities which render verse 
delightful, and make a narrative interesting and instruc- 
tive. 

The poem which he lef^ behind hhn, and which his 
friends nave deemed it but justice to his memorj' to pub- 
lish, is, in jome respects, sufHciently entire for the press, 
but is, in fact, only a fragment of a plan, copious and 
comprehensive. It is contained in the present volume, 
and will come before the public tribunal with many si- 
lent apolo^es for^ its deflects. The writer is disabled 
from revising and correcting his own labours, and sa- 
cred modesty forbids a surviving friend to prune or to 
retrench, without an^ warrant bdt his own frail judg- 
ment. It may be said to be, like its author, ddled to its 
ittcount burthened with those imperfections, which a 
longer preparation and probation might have lessened 
©r reipovod. 

To those early and memorable proofs of literary ex- 
cellence, Mr. Linn was indebted for the honour of the 
degree of doctor in divinity, conferred upon him about 
this time, by the universitr of Pennsylvania. This ho- 
nor, never before, probably, conferred upon so young a 
man, was decreed with a zealous unanimity. It may be 
deemed the spontaneous reward of merit, since, so far 
from being soujBfht for pr claimed by Mr. Linn, neither 
he nor his familiar friends entertained the least suspicion 
of the design, before it was carried into execution. 

His literatv performances were the fruiU of those in- 
tervalt which his professional duty, and the disease which 
had rooted itself in his constitution, had afforded him. 
These intervals of health and tranquility became gradu- 
»1^ fewer gnd shorter. Besides occasional indisposi- 
tions. by which he was visited more ft-equently than for- 
merly, those sensations became more and more perma- 
nent, which always appeared to his imagination unerring 
andirations of approaching death. To a mind formed 
like his, these symptoms had been productive of a drea- 
ry melMicholy^ had their effects been confined wholly to 
his own person, but, with him. they received bitter ag- 
lirravation from reflections on ihe helpless sute in which 
«i untimely death would leave his family. 

No one ever entertained a more lively sense of the 
duty which his profession had imposed upon him, nor 
more ardent wishes to be useful to those around him.— 
The voice of blame, even when unmerited, shot the 
keenest pangs into his soul. The peculiar nature of 
^ia feelings, of which there was no external or visible 
^kens, agonized him with the terror, that any failure of 
jljarochkl duty might be imputed rather to djHiept of in- 



clination than of power. Hence was he continuaRy fed 
to overtask his own strength, and to hasten, by undte 
exertions, that event which was to put a final close to Us 
activity. 

From the beginning of his malad}', he entertained se- 
rious thoughts of resigning his pastoral office. Whe- 
ther his own feelingii conveyed more deadly intimations 
than his friends imagined, or whether his temper wm 
peculiarly disposed to despondency and fear, he pre- 
dicted nothing from these s^'mptoms but lasting infirmi- 
ty. The exercises of the pulpit were peculiariy un&- 
vourable to his disease. In a different calling, he hna- 
gfined tliat his health would be less endangered. Some 
calling, that might perhaps prove far more arduous, snd 
would certainly be much less agreeable, he was yet ex- 
tremely desirous of embracing, provided it was such u 
his peculiar constitution was ntted to endure: buttho* 
no such path presented itself to his view, yet so exqui- 
sitely painful was it to him to receive a recompense for 
duties that he was unable to perform, that very often, 
during the two last years of his life had he formed the 
resolution of absolutely resigning his call. 

As oflen as these resolutions were fbrmed, they were 
shaken, for a time, by the admonitions and counsels of 
his friends. They endeavoured to call back to his bo- 
som that hope which bad deserted it; they made B{^ 
of the symptoms he complained of; they persuaded mm 
that his infirmities were transient; that trnie alone would 
dissipate them; or, at least, that some change of regi- 
men, some niral excursion, or a larger portion of exer- 
cise than ordinary, would be sufficient to restore him. 
They insisted on the unreasonableness of despairing of 
his recovery, before a trial had been made of the proper 
^remedies. His physicians contributed to inspire oim 
with the same coimdence. By these means was hope 
occasionally revived in his heart. He consented to try 
the remedies prescribed to him; he obtained a respite 
from church service, and made several jourmea in par- 
suit of health: but all these experiments were fVuitlesa. 
They afforded him a brirf and precarious respite from 
pain, and he eagerly returned to the pulpit. But his 
feelings quickly warned him that his hopes were faHa- 
cious: his infirmities were sure to return upon him with 
redoubled force; despondency invaded him anew; be 
again embraced the resolution of resigning his post, 
from which he was again dissuaded with difficulty gfrea*- 
er than before. 

These mental struggles and vicissitudes were alone 
sufficient to have destroyed a much more robiut consti- 
tution than his. The gloom which hovered over his 
mind became deeper and more settled. A respite froni 
pain or weakness was not sufficient to dispel it, ev<ii for 
a time; and though his anxieties were more keen at one 
time than another, long was the period during which he 
waa an utter stranger to joy. If he took up a book, over 
which the poet's fancy and the poet's numbers had died 
the most vivid hues and the richest harmony, and which, 
in former days, had been a fountain of delight, he found 
the spell at an end; it had lost its power to beguile bis 
heart of its cares, or impart the smallest reKef to his ap- 
prehension. Did he walk forth into the fields, and ior- 
vey Nature in her fairest forms, tlie scene merely con- 
jured up a mournful contrast between the pleasures 
which the landscape once imparted, and its present mo- 
notony and dreariness. In fine, there is little doobt that 
his latent mglady infected the spring of life rnudi less 
rapidly by its own direct force, than mdirecUy by Us in- 
fluence in lowering his spirits. 

These feelings cannot be explained by admitting A« 
influence of constitution. Few men had less reason to 
dread death, on account of that existence whidi IbDows 
it. If a blameless life and enlightened piety could 
smooth the path to the grave, or if death were indelrted 
for its terrors merely to the apprehension of its conse- 
quences in another mode of^ existence, few men had 
less reason than Mr. Linn to view it with ansciety. But 
such is the physical copititu(ion pf mogt men^ tiut Hieir 
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fteliagfi on thif head are by no means tn subjection to 
their reason. The raising of blocyl seems particularly 
nleukted to affect the spirits of the patient, and the 
sight of that fluid, so essential to life, oozing" through 
UAiiataral channels, is sure to appal and disconcert the 
most courageous minds. Mr. Linn was haunted, from 
his earliest youth, with a fatal persuasion that he should 
die young, and of all diseases he regarded consumption 
with most abhorrence. His present symptoms were to 
kirn infallible tokens, not only that death was hastening 
on him, but that it was approaching in a form the most 
ghastly and terrific 

. These moumiul impressions acquired unusual strength 
in the winter and spring of 1804. He was a(tac|ced 
Mveral timet with spitting of bloody and though these 
symptoms were not deemed fatal or incurable by his 
pl^sicians, they spoke a lang^ag^ to his own heart not 
to be mistaken. He was, however, prevailed upon to 
try the effects of a new journey . For this purpose, he 
obtained from his cong^reg^tion leave of absence for two 
or three months, and set out towards the eastern states. 
By this journey he was little amused or benefitted, aiid 
the state of his mind, when setting out on his return, 
will strongly appear in the following extract of a letter, 
written at Boston, to his father: 

"Never was a traveller less qualified for giving or re- 
ceiving pleasure. I cannot discover that I have receiv- 
ed the least benefit from my voyage or travel, nor have 
my spirits ascended the smallest degree above their cus- 
tomary pitch. 

'*I am convinced, that unless I undergo a total reno- 
vation, I must leave the pulpit, and endeavour to earn 
njiy bread in some other way. If my present impres- 
sions are true, if appearances deceive me not, I shall 
need *but little here below, nor need that little long.* — 
But as all my hopes of the world are clouded and ruined, 
ooold I only subdue some rising apprehensions, and 
leave my family provided for, I should not regret the 
blow, ^however speedy, that crumbled me to dust. I 
write not to afBict you, but to relieve myself. It is a 
strange consolation, but it is one of the few consolations 
I know. You will therefore please to pardon me for 
thisy and all other offences towards you of which I may 
be guiltf . They are inseparable from Vny cruel . dis- 



•*I feel the ruin of an intellect, which, with health, 
would not have dishonoured you, my fiimily, or my coun- 
tiy. I feel the ruin of a heart, which I trust was never 
deficient in gratitude towards my God, or my worldly 
benefactbra. This heart has always fervently cherished 
the social affections, but now broods over the images of 
despair, and wars ineffectually with the pang which be- 
jqieaks my dissolution. But I must be silent. I believe 
I have gone too far." 

Afler a short stav in New York and its neighboriiood, 
he returned to Phdadelphia, in July. During the en* 
suing six weeks, he was attacked by indisposition in se- 
veraTfopms. His mind struggled in vain against the con- 
viction of his increasing and incurable infirmities. As 
this excursion was followed only by new diseases, his 
Jiopes were totally subverted, and he wrote a letter to 
the session of hb church, which contained a resigfnatlbn 
pi his pulpit. 

This le^er was written from the bed of sickness, and 
he was perauaded to recal it a few days aflerwards. — 
Some expedients were proposed for relieving him from 
part of his professional duties, and his mind experienced 
some tem|>orary ease from the prospects which his 
friends held out to him. A day or custom^uy health re- 
VMitedhis soul with a transient gleam of consolation: 
hut the fatal period was now hastening, which was to 
betu* stronger testimony than even he himself had imagin- 
ed to the justice of hb apprehensions. 

,On the thirtieth of August he rose with less indispo- 
Mtion than usual. The last words which he committed 
^ paper was on the morning of that day, in a letter to 
jbb father, which, however, was not delivered till some 



time after the writer was no more. In this letter he de- 
clares himself incapable of being buKhensomc to his 
cong^regation. "Does not," says he, "my obligations to 
God and to my people dictate that I ought without fiir- 
ther trial, to rehnquish my present charge? May not a 
righteous Providence point out this conduct as the only 
road to health ? You know how fervently I love the 
study and the teaching of divine truths; yet, if com- 
pelled by necessity to leave the pulpit, may I not still 
be useful in some way more corresponding to my 
strength ? Severe, very severe, are the dispensations of 
my God towards me; but I hope to be able to submit. 
Hope, on which I have lived, has only glimmered on my 
path to flatter and deceive me. I am convinced that 
something must now be done." 

Alas! Siese schemes for futurity were rendered un- 
necessary before the rising of another sun. On the 
evening of that day, he occasionally rabed blood, but 
in a degree scarcely perceptible. It was, however, suf- 
ficient to dissipate every ray of cheerfulness, and hit 
heart sunk beyond the power of the friends that were 
witirftlm to restore it. He retired about half after ten 
o'clock, as little apprehensive of immedbte danger as 
any of his family; but scarcely had he laid his head upon 
the pillow, when some motion within him occasioned 
him to sav to hb wife, "I feel something burst within 
me. Call the family together: I am dying." He had 
scarcely time to pronounce these words, when his ut- 
terance was choaked by a stream of blood. After a 
short interval he recovered strength and sensibility suffi- 
cient to exclaim with fervency, clasping hb hands and 
lifting hb eyes, "Lord Jesus, pardon my transgressions, 
and receive my soul!" 

Such was the abrupt and untimely close of a fife, 
which, though short, had been illustrated by genius and 
virtue, in a derree of which our country has hithertw 
afforded very few examples! 

On tlie character of Mr. Linn, as a preacher, it is not 
necessary to dwell, among those who have enjoyed op- 
portunities of hearing him. It is well known, that few 
persons in America, though assisted by age and expe- 
rience, have ever attained so great a popularity as he 
acquired before his twenty third year. The merits 
which shone forth with so much splendor on his first as- 
cending the pulpit, tlie discipline and experience of four 
years by no means impaired. Time, indeed, evinced its 
salutary influence only in pruning away hb juvenile lux- 
uriances, and giving gfrcater solidity to his discourses, 
without rendering uiem less engfaging. 

As a poet, performances must also speak for him. He 
took up the pen, and his eflusions obtained public notice 
and reg^ard, at so early an age as sixteen. He was not 
I nineteen when he had completed two regular dramatie^ 
I pieces, one of which was brought upon the stagfe. All 
I his performances, however, candor compels us to con* 
{ aider as preludes to future exertions, and indications of 
future excellence. While their positive merit is consi- 
derable, they are chiefly characteristics of the writer, 
by suggesting to us what might have been expected from 
I him, had Providence allowed him a longer date. 
! On his diaracter in general, the following is the testi- 
mony of two of hb friends, who had long enjoyed hb 
intimacy, and who are better quidified than any one liv- 
ing to draw a just portrait of him. One of these, the 
Her. Mr. John Romeyn, of Albany, ^eaks of hhn in 
the following terms: 

«*I need scarcely mention his talents were of the first 
order. His imaginatfon was glowing, and yet it . was 
chaste. Even his earliest attempts of writing dbplay a 
soundness of judgment rarely united with fervidness of 
fancy, especially in young people. His taste was fonov 
ed on pure models. He was capable of deep research, 
thougfh constitutionally indisposed to it. His ^nios 
was poetic. He always preferred a poem, or criticisms 
on polite literature, to any other species of composition^ 
Hb constitution was sangfuine. This caused a precipi- 
tancy in some of his actions, wnich prudence condemn- 
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ed. He had a biaui to pleasure, a taste for h; so mucb 
BO, that I have oflen, in reflecting^ over past scenes, won- 
dered how he escaped its pollutions as he did. His 
readings in cai'ly life contributed very much to increase 
this taste. He was disposed to be romantic in his views 
and conduct. His temper was quick, his sensibility ex- 
quisite. He had all the capricious fechnfi;8 peculiar to 
a poet. Though hasty, and sometimes rash, yet was he 
l^eruus: he scorned meanness. He was warm in bis 
attachments; benevolent in his propensities to mankind. 
His anticipated pleasures generally exceeded his actual 
enjoyments. He was accustomed to dwell moreen the 
dark, than on the bright side of tlie picture of life. He 
was prone to meUnchoIy, the melanchohr of genius. — 
Ofltimes he appeared its victim, sitting for davs silent, 
sad, and gloomy. He felt, even to madness, tlie slight- 
est disrespect, and as sensibly enjoyed attention paid to 
turn. He was not calculated to move in H moderate coni- 
mon course with the generality of mankind; he was ei- 
ther in the valley of gloom or on the mount of trans- 
port; rarely did he enjoy temperate, calm pleasure, 
with years, the sensibility was corrected. I mysetf^er- 
ceived achangfe in him, in this respect, the last time we 
were tpgether. In short, his aystem was like a delicate 
machine, composed of the finest materials, which was 
liable to derangements fi-om the slightest and most tri- 
Bing circumstances, and the continual, diversified action 
of Siose parts tended gradually, though certainly, to a 
speedy destruction of the whole." 

The Rev. Mr. Alexander M*Leod, of New York, 
■peaks of his deceased friend in the foUow'mg terms: 

''About the time of his beginning to preach the gos- 
pel, he was greatly agitated about two of the most im- 
ptnlant points in the Christian's life. What are the cha- 
racteristics of gracious exercises of heart toward God? 
and. What is the connexion between the speculative 
truths of revealed religion and those exercises? 

<q advised him to read Dr. Owen's Treatise on Com- 
munion with God. He did so. He was satisfied with 
it He entered fully into the doctor's views of that in- 
teresting subiect Of the state of his mind I have re- 
ceived from nimself explicit information. Opposed to 
enthusiasm, and naturally delicate, he was not very com- 
municative on such subiects. He did not think it pru- 
dent to unbosom himself to many, because he had him- 
self such a low opinion of his Christian experience, that 
he thought it probable a fair statement would dispose 
the censorious to conclude he was entirely destitute of 
piety, and render the nominal professor satisfied with his 
pwn attainments; and consequently have a tendency to 
binder his public usefulness, and to encourage inatten- 
tion to experimental religion. He therefore scarcely 
erer alluded to his own experience, in conversation even 
mith his most intimate religious friends. He was not, 
however, absolutely opposed to conversation upon such 
subjects. He could throw aside reserve, and enter upon 
it with freedom, when he was under no apprehension 
that this freedom would be abused. 

'4Ie was much under the influence of the fear of 
death, and a reluctance to dying. But be was not in 
tenror of future punbhment; for although he confessed 
ilinaelf Worthy of it, he trusted in that Saviour which 
the gospel offers to sinners, and, firmly persuaded «f 
the safetv of believers, cheerfully hoped that his own 
fkith, although weak, was really sincere. The frame 
of his mind, in relation to spiritual things, was almost 
uniform: never extremely gloomy, never extremely 
joyous. U differed surprisingly from the natural tem- 
perament of his mind. In tlic concerns of common life, 
he was the skve of sensibility, the mere child of cir- 
QUnEMtances. He knew this. His religious life appear- 
cid to himsrlf, a third estate, supernaturally called into 
existence in the emph-e of his soul, which created a dis- 
tinct interest, to which all his affections were diuwn; 
and which g^iadiially progressing in strength and in in- 
fluence, checked the dangerous eflbrts of the opponte 
principles of his constitution, rendering his joys less vip 



vid and mote lasting, and rendering his aortows iBO(««a* 
sy to endure and overcome." 

.No man ever stood more in need of the aid of IHefiti* 
slup and domestic sympathy than Dr. Linn; and ro 
stronger proof could be given of the purity and rectio 
tude of his character, than his feelings on this headU 
Hb father and his sisters were his friends in the hjrhest 
sense of that term. In the bosom of hb own fiimiJy ha 
sought for objects in whom to repose hb . confidnnocb 
and from whom to claim consolation. To entertain a 
general regard for the woridly welfare and advantage of 
near relatives is so common, and originates so fi^queaU 
ly in selfish motives, that it can scarcely be deemed a 
merit in any one; but Dr. Linn's attachment to hb&jm- 
ly was of a higher order. ^ It led him, not only inio tha 
tenderest concern for their welfiuv, but into an intiiiMrtr 
union of hb heart and affection with theirs. From tlie 
time of his entering on the study of theology to his 
death, he kept up a frequent correspondincO with his 
father. To him he imparted all hb hopes and fears, and 
thus afforded the strongest proof of integrity of tbsiiriit 
and action, since eminently pure must that mind he» 
which can repose unbounded confidanoe in a fathcrw*- 
Such confidence, indeed, b no less honourable to the 
fiither who obtains, than to the son who bestows it; and 
justice will not discountenance the &voumble infiurenoe 
which may be suggested by the present esse. 

The best companions'of hb early youth, those whom 
a similu*ity of age and inclinations had endeared to hisv 
were, indeed, removed by their diverse destinies, to a 
great dbtance from him; and thb circumstance might 
have been a source of some regret to those who tored 
him, had not the filial and fraternal charities glowed as 
warmly as the^ did in hb heart, and supplied the phiee 
of all other friendship. 

He was esteemed and beloved by great numbers, hnt 
it was his fondness for seclusion, and not aav fromrsrd or 
morose passions, which occasioned him to bave but ttt- 
tle intercourse with mankind. Thb little intercouiee 
was by no means fettered or disturbed by personal pre- 
judices. With all hb clear and cogent prindpleBt on 
moral, political, and religious subjects^ he com bin e d a 
charity open as day, and extensive as mankind, and no 
one's deportment could be more benign and inoflfensnne 
than his, towarcU those who differed with him. tren m 
essential points. He avoided the company of ttioae 
whom he had no reason to love or respect He did not 
seek beyond the small circle of hb nearest kindred llie 
company of those who had secured hb regard, bnt when 
propriety or accident led him into contact with the Ai^ 
mer, his treatment of them was adapted to Vm their 
reverence, and hs never refused hb confidence or kin^ 
ness, when claimed by the latter. Short as was bis diMfeev 
and clouded as was tlie morning of hb life by infirmities 
and sorrows, few there are whose memory will be treat- 
ed by his adversaries, if any such exist, with more knU 
ty, or will live lon^r in the hearts of hb friends. To 
mankind at large his short life wasusefid and g1orioes» 
since it was devoted to the divine purpose of inculcatm^ 
moral and religious duty, and the purpose, only less £- 
vine, of illuminating the imagination with the visiavoC 
a glowing and harmonious poetry .— [ Vakrum* 

PROCEEDINGS OF COUNCILS. 
Thurnday evenings September 2M, 1828* . 

Mr. Linn from the committee appointed to inqnife If 
any disposition should be made of the old rsserveirnt 
Chesnut street on Schuylkill, made a rcpoit rccomsnend- 
ing the subject to the attention of the next Coimcila. 
The committee was, at iu own request, ^iscbM'ged ftuM 
tlie further consideration of the subject. 

On motion of Mr. Donaldson, it was rssdved thai the 
city commissioners be authorised to put Lombard etrtet 
from Schuylkill Front street to the BchuylkiH, in a pass- 
able condition for carts. Mr. Johnson staMd thtt th^ 
expense would not ei^eed 50 doHars, 
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Oif motion of Mr. 8inith, it vas resolved, that the 
Hayor be requested to draw his account on the city 
treastoy in favour of the Chahman of the committee for 
the purchase of the Morrisville Estate, for the amount 
of 511 dollars, for the payment of expenses incurred in 
the purchase of said estate. 

Mf. Smith sud that the chargpes were, fees for legal 
adviee, searching the offices, drawing and recording 
deeds, &c. &c. 

On motion of Mr. Linn, it Mras resolved, tliat a copy of 
tile engraving of the survey of the river Schuylkill be, 
as soon as the same shall be completed, presented to 
each member of council, and each warden of the port. 

Mr. L. stated that the Wardens bad taken mat inte- 
rast in the survey, and would be at considerable trouble 
in placing the buoys directed by resolutions. 

Mr. Lowber presented a petition from Mr. Henry S. 
Tanner, who states that he is preparing to publish a 
plan of the city of Philadelphia and the ac^oming dis- 
tricts. He prays permission to incorporate yi his plan, 
to mak^ it complete, the recent survey of the river 
Schuylkill by Mr. Maclure under directions of councils.' 
Referred to Messrs. Lowber, Johnson, Toland and Reed. 

Mr. Johnson presented a petition Orom the Diligent 
Hose Company, complaining that in the apportionment 
of the appropriation for the aid of fire companies, they 
had received but 125 dollars, while other companies not 
superior in merit, and whose apparatus is no way supe- 
rior to the DiBgent's, received 201 dollars. The Com- 
pany being f^rful ^at the small amount appropriated 
to them, may lead the public to believe that their, appa- 
ratus is inferior to that of other companies, pray that the 
amount appropriated to them may be increased, or that 
by some expression of opinion the unfavourable impres- 
«on which they conceive has been created, may be re- 
moved. The petition was referred to the Committee on 
Fire Companies. 

A statement was received from the city treasurer, of 
receipts And expenditures during the last six months. 
Referred to the committee on accounts. 

Mr. Linn offered the following; 

Whereas, a most unfortunate and melancholy accident 
Imppcned at the State House, which eventuated in the 
death of William Plankard, a meritorious carpenter, em- 
ployed in erecting the Steeple, who has lef^ a widow 
and two children, without the means of support There- 
fbre 

Resolved, by the Select and Common Council, That 
the sum of — ^— dollars be, and is hereby appropriat- 
ed to the use of the children of siud William Planlua^, 
and that the chairman of the committee on the Steeple 
be requested to deposit the said sum in the Savmg 
Fund, the interest thereof to be drawn by the widow 
Ibr the use of said children, and said sum be charged to 
appropriation No. 21. 

Mr. Linn said he should let the preamble and resolu- 
tions speak for themselves. 

A member observed that as the gen^eman gave no 
reasons why the preamble and resolutions should be 
adopted, he c juld not feel firec to vote for them. ^ He 
knew of no principle on which councils would be justi- 
fied in making provision for the widows and cluldren of 
sudi as m^ with accidenU when engaged in public 
works. At ^e suggestion of another member, the con- 
sideration of the preamble and resolution was postpone^ 
for the present. 

Mr. Hale, from the Watering Committee, made the 
IWlowing report on the construction of Fair Mount Dam, 
accompanied by letters from distinguished engineers, 
and others, who concur in expressing an opinion that 
the dam is of good construction. 

FAIR MOUNT DAM. 
- To the Seled and Common Councils. 
By a resolution of councils of August 9th, 1827, a let- 
ter from Mr. William Rush, on the insecurity of Fair 
Mount Dam was referred to the Watering committee. 



with instructions to consalt experienced wharf and dam 
builders, on the subject of the matter contained therein. 
The opinion of this gentleman, in (he first place, called 
in question the stability of the dam, from a supposition 
that some of the timber in front of it were either out of 
place, or in danger of bein^ separated from their posi- 
tions, by the .decay of the original fastenmgs and ties of 
the dam. 

And secondly, that to guard against these supposed de« 
fects, and to render the dam perfectly secure, it was ne- 
cessary to throw in lar^e quantities of stone inrniediately 
in front of it, extending to high water mark, »nd occu- 
pying a base of two hundred feet down stream, and 
reaching across two hundred and eighty feet to shallow 
water on the western side, the depth of the water vaiy-^ 
ing in this distance from 9even to nineieen feet, making 
an average depth of nine feet, to be filled in, and requir- 
ing 20,000 perches of stone. The expense of which, 
according to the estimate of the committee, would be 
about $20,000. 

Admitting the eoniectores and opinions entertained by 
Mr. Rush to be well fmmded, the subject matter of the 
letter would immediately become one of great interest 
to the citizens, and consequently to ^eir delegated 
agents the Watering committee, upon whom devolves 

the management c^ this important work Afler the 

most deliberate and careful invertigation of this subject, 
in all its parts, afler hearing in ven>al consultation, the 
opinions of Mr. Rush, and such Wharf-builders as he 
wished to be consulted, and who agreed with him in 
opinion, in favour of throwing in stone in fiT>nt of the 
dam, — your committee have unanimously arrived at the 
following conclusions:^ — 

1st. That the dam at present is in good condition, 
and perfectly «IRt, being built enHrefy on the soUdrock, 

2ndly. That the plan of depositing stone in front of it 
would answer no good purpose — ^and 

3dly. That the best metnod of giving additional se^ 
curity to the dam, when it becomes necessary, is by 
sinking a range of new cribs in front, and extending the 
roofing of the dam over the new work to low water 
mark. 

These opinions of your committee have been thee* 
roughly confirmed by an examination of the dam during* > 
the late drougiit, when the water was drawn down, and 
a careful inspection of its present condition was made by 
the committee and superintendant of the Works, ac- 
companied by William Strickland, Esq. and Daniei 
Groves, Esq. assisted by Mt-. Frederick Erdman. 

The timbers and general structure of the dam, were 
found entirely satisfectory, exhibiting no marks of de- 
cay or removal from the precise position* in which they 
were originally placed — ^this circumstance being abun' 
dantly confirmed by the recollections of Mr. Graff and 
Mr. Erdman, the latter of whom planked the dam at the 
time of its completion in 1822. 

Conformal!dy with the instructions of councils, to con-^ 
suit experienced wharf and dam builders, the committee 
took early measures to obtain the personal attendance at 
the Works, of gentlemen who w.ere deemed peculiarly- 
fitted from their talents and experience to judge cor- 
rectly in relation to this matter, but owing to the unu- 
sual prevaTence of wet weather during the fall of 1827, 
and the early part of the present year, the dam could 
not be drawn down, until lately, and as several of th^ 
gentfemen lived remote from the city, it was deemed 
sufficient to address a cnwilar to each of them, a copy 
of which accompanies this report, containing a draft Of 
the dam, with information of the plan of its construe- 
tion, and queries as to the best method of strengthen- 
ing it, in case it was deemed ' ' -i--»- 



imed necessary, and particularly 
of the propriety of^ depositU^ 



desiring their opinions- < 
loose stones in front. 

Of the gentlemen addressed on this occasion, answers 
have been received from Messrs. Benj. Wright, Josiah 
White, Erskine Hazard, Wm. Strickland, Daniel 
Groves, Canvass White, and Frederick Graff, which arc 
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Rumbered 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, and 6, and which accompany this 
t-cport . . , , 

It will be seen from these commumcations that the 
fipinions entertained by all the gentlemen addressed are 
Substantially the same as those of the committee, except 
Mr. Strickland and Groves* plan of makings the structure 
in front of the dam of stone instead of timber, be deem- 
ed a variation. In every answer received, the plan of 
throwing in loose stone, in front of the dam as a secur- 
ky to it, is Jrejected as entirely useless: — ^thc experiment 
having been completely tried on the river Lehigh, where 
stones weighing from one to three tons, were carried by 
a heavy freshet, from a dam of only four feet fall. 

In the estimation of your committee, it is a matter of 
great importance to have a regular survey of the dam 
made every year, at such time as the state of the river 
may admit of the water being drawn down, and as the 
Watering committee will no doubt, always be desirous 
of obtaimng the best judgment possible on so important 
a case as the actual condition and stability of this great 
work, it is considered desirable that this survey should 
be made by two competent persons approinted by coun- 
cils for that purpose, to act m conjunction with the Su- 

gerintendent of the works, under the notice of the Wa- 
jring Committee, and that their report shall be made in 
writing to councils, and the committee beg leave to re- 
commend the adoption of the following resolution as 
one of the standing rules of councils, viz . 

Resolved, by the Select and Common Couhcils, That 
two competent persons be appointed by councils at 
their first stated meeting in April annually, whose duty 
it shall be, in conjunction with the Superintendent of 
the Water Works, and under the notice of the Watering 
committee, to make a reg^ilar survey of the actual con- 
dition and stability of the dam at Fair Mount, at such 
times as the state of the river will permit; and to report 
to councils in writing their proceedings, and tlic condi- 
tion of the dam. 

TIIOS. HALii, 
ANTU'Y. CUTHBEUT, 
LKVI GAllRETT, 
EPHRAIM HAINES, 
BENJ. JONES. Jr. 
HENRY TROTH, 
WILLIAM GERHARD. 
thUadelphia, 25th Sept. 1828. 

(CIRCULAR.) 

I'hiladelphiay 25th Atig, 1828. 

Dear Sir — The Councils and the Watering Committee 
of the city of Philadelphia, being desirous to have tlicir 
works at Fair Mount placed in the most permanent man- 
ner, request the favour of your opinion respecting tlic 
Dam in its present condition, the plan of the construc- 
tion of which I believe you are acquainted with. The 
impression of some persons is, that as Mr. Coolcy did not 
use iron bolts in putting some of the cribs together, that 
those which were put together bv the locust pins arc 
not sufHcicntly strong, and tliat the facelog^ looking down 
stream will force out. In order to prevent which it has 
been suggested to throw stone against the lower face of 
the dam where the water fulls over the dam* with a view 
to prevent the face logs getting out The size of the cribs 
averiage about 20 to 30 feet wide, and in the deep water 
40 to 50 feet long up and down stream each^ which are 
faced with plank and loaded with rubble dirt on the 
stream side. The dam is put together thus, (A) and 
rests on a perfect bed of rock, of which the bed of the 
river consists; 

The object of the inquiry is, whether in your opinion 
the stone marked B would remain as represented in 
times of heavy freshes, and be a permaneitt safety to the 
Dam, or wJiether, if deemed necessary by you that the 
Dam requires repairs vX present', whether a crib forma- 
tion t>)aced in front of tlie present Dam, filled with stone, 
would not be more permanent, and preferable to plan 



And please to add such other remarks as may occur 
to you on the following points: ^ ^ 

1st. Whether you do not think the Dam in its present 
condition perfectly secure and sufficient 

2d. Whetlier loose stone thrown ag^st the fiasc of 
the dam on- the lower stream side may be considered as 
an effectual and permanent addition of strength to the 
present superstructure. 

Sd. Your opinion as to the best method of securing 
the Dam, rfiould yoii think further iecuritj^ necessary. 

An early reply to this communication is earnestly so- 
licited, and will much obligje the Watering Committee. 
The importance of the subject to the city, must be the 
apology for troubling you on tliis occasion. 

With great respect your ob*t serv't 

(Copy.) Signed, THOS. HALE, 

Chabman of the Watering committee. 

Philadelphia, Sept. 2d^ 1828. 

Deal* Sir — Your favour of the 25th ult only came to 
hand this moniing. 

In giving an opinion as to the permanency and sta^ 
bility of the Dam at Fsur Mount, 1 must premise that I 
giv« it only on the information I received on my visit i» 
July, in company with yourself and other members of 
councils. 

The outline of the plan of construction of thc^ Dam 
at Fair Mount appears to me to be good^ if there fA any 
fault it is in tlie execution of the work. 

If the longitudinal timbers which run across iht 
stream, and form the lower side of the Dam, are boxed 
into the timbei*s which form the tiers, (or these tin^^ers 
running up the stream,) by being let in two inches cm 
each side, and these latter timbers extend 1 8 inches or 
two foot below the cross timbers, so as to form a good 
heading, and then the whole well secured together witE 
locust tree nails — it appears to me it is hardly possible 
that it can separate so as to admit any tintber to coflM 
out, and thereby let out the stone, &c. It cannot pn>« 
duce this effect unless there has been some error in sup- 
poring the crib when sunk to have found the solid rock. 

If there was earth or small stone under the crib, so 
situated as that a powerful current of water passuig over 
the dam would actually remove some of the substance 
on which the dam rested on its lower side, then,' and not 
till tlien, could there be any probability that the timbsr 
in the crib could gpet loose. 

If by an examination (which was suggested at dur vi- 
sit, at low water, when the water could be so reduced a» 
to admit a boat to pass under the overfall) it has been: 
found that there is a change in the timbers from vb^ 
they were at fii-st-^or so nmch of a change that tb« nfl^ 
ble stone which loads the dam will fall out, then 1 whiwM 
fear the permanency of the dam, — and its importance ilr 
so gfreat as^o justify securing it to the last doubt. 

The answer to your queries then recurs: 

•* Whether loose stone thrown against the fece of t&e 
dam, on the lower side, may be considered as an effiec- 
tual and peimanent addition to the strength of the pre* 
sent superstructure ?" 

In answer to tliis I cannot say that 1 believe stoM 
thrown into the river on th? lower side of the dam wou)^ 
remain there. It is well known that a body of water 
from 4 to 8 feet thick passes over this dam in. gf^ 
freslies — this would remove stones of several tons weit^ 
if it can get hold of them by the cnrrent It is tni« tpt 
a body of heavy stone, if they could be placed so &r ip- 
der the shutc of the dam as to be out of the direct CW^ 
rent, and that notliing but the under tow would stxSfat 
them (sec A) tlien I bcfieve stone of two or thre* 6>* 
each would remain unmoved. 

> But if^ill be seen at once that it will be difficult to 
raise the Upper edge of this triangle of stone higlfr 
cnougli to secure every weak point up to B, for in ttt.' 
case the base of the stone would come out so far as tD* 
come in contact wkh the powerful current at C, and 
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Um ftttPPCht would remove theirt, and then those above 
would fall down, and be removed in tiitn. 

It appears to me that I should adopt your other sug- 
^stidn) by an additional crib work, sunk on the lower 
side, and the only variation 1 should make would be to 
have the bottom timbers very larg-e, and plenty of them, 
so as to form a kind of foot 'that should counteract (by 
their extending^ [see C] six orei^ht feet further oiit than 
the body of the crib) any inchnation which the crib 
might have to settle away from the main dam. These 
timbers ought to be 24 inches square, so as to have 
great strength at the point where the first cross timbers 
lay upon thtm. 

I should then fill in with small round stone any va- 
cancy which should exist between the old part of the 
crib work and this new part, so as to have eveiy timber 
in the old crib retain their present situation. The new 
crib being filled with stone, would certainly make a 
permanent and solid work. 

This plan is predicated upon the supposition that the 
rock bottom of the river is such as to permit cribs to be 
rank, and rest firmly on rock. 

-If the current of water which has already passed over 
the Dam, has found the rock at bottom shelly, it has 
probably scooped out a concave bed under the water 
all. Should this prove true, then the plan of the crib 
work must conform to this concave bed by forming the 
crib, with large timber on one side and stnaller ones on 
the other, so as to shape to the bottom if it ran be done. 
I am writing rather at guess, and should have propos- 
ed to hi(^e gone with you to the Dam, had it remained 
dry — the river would now prevent my seeing any thing 
more than I did before . 

I shall return again to the city in three weeks proba- 
bly, and should there be any thing in my communica- 
tion requiring explanation, I shall give it with pleasure. 
With great respect, I am, Dear Sir, your ob*t serv't. 

BENJ. WRIGHT. 
Taos. Haxc, Esq. 

Chsurmanof the Watering Committee. 

3fauch Chunk, 8tk Month 29M, 1828. 

Respected Friend, Thos. Hale, 
ClmtnTuin of the Watering Committee. 

"Received thy letter of the 25th inst. asking my opi- 
nion relative to the present and ultimate security of the 
Dam at fair Mount. 

As to itsT present condition, I should think it safe fi*om 
bunting out on the lower side oi the dam, (the perpen- 
dicular part of the crib,) for 50 years to come, provided 
the horizontal timbers up and down stream do not ex- 
ceed six feet apart, and that thi*y are no/ now indicating 
decay, and that the timbers across the stream arc notch* 
edinto the other timbers, so as not to wholly rely on the 
pine. 

If an (eddy) current acts against the pins (parts be- 
tween the logs being exposed) it will wear them off in 
perhaps a few years. Their appearance at present how- 
ercr ia the beat test, as it is now about 10 years since 
tlie Dam was built. 

I ahoold adrise an annual examination (during low 
vatef) of the lower slope of the I>am, as being the part 
roost likely to wear, and if the plank gets loose and oflT, 
it 'ViMild effect the worst consequences in case of ice 
fivthftfl. 

Aato its future condition, I should prefer a crib below 
the dd dam* as thou lisb drawn it, and as the water is So 
deep it requires the dam to be high, put in three tiers 
of timber across the stream, and the timber up and down 
stream^ say 6 feet apart, and to prevent serious injury 
froni the covering getting olf in a freshet, pave the top 
course of stone with long stone end ways up and down. 

I have strong doubts of the stone, represented by B, 
b*fow the Dam, lying there permanently,, aud if it 
•hoold g^ away generally, and not altogether, it then 
Vol. II. 26 



would be diflfhnrit to replace it by crib work, in conse- 
quence of making an in-egular bottom. 
1 am respectfully, thy friend, 

JOSIAH WHITH. 

Philadelphia, September Sih, 1828. 

Thos. Haik, Esq. ^ 

President of the Watering Committee. 

Dear Sir — I have received your favour of 25th ulf. re- . 
questing my opinion of the security of the Fair Mount 
Dam. 

I do not recollect the eonstmction of the dam, but 
am under the impression, that, the cribs have ties run- 
ning up and down stream, (in each course of logs) not 
more than five or six feet apart- If this be the fact, I 
think no apprehension need he entertained of the per- 
fect security of the dam. That the structure is capable 
of bearing the pressure of the freshets, white the timbers 
remain sott^j^ is, I think, sufficiently proTed by tlie 
present state of the dam. I am inclined to the opinion, 
that the substitution of locuAt tree nails for iron bolts is 
advantageous, as the iron is subject to rust under water* 
while the tree-nail in the same situation could be de- 
stroyed only by abrasion by a current, from which I ap- 
prehend it is entirely protected by the logs into which 
it is driven, coming cioac together. 

The part of the dam most liable to injury, in my .opi- 
nion, is the sloped sheathing on the down stream side 
of the dam, which being continually in a coiTent, witb^ 
frequently, rough bodies passing over it, will wear on 
tl>e upper suiface, and may become loosened in its po- 
sition, by tlie jarring of heavy bodies, and by the oar- 
rent of water passing through tlie cracks of the planks 
upon the timbers below them — this part then should be 
examined once or twice each year* 
. From the river being so much contracted at tb« 
Bridge below the dam, I should suppose that a fresbet 
in the river would cause the water to rise as much behm 
the dam as it does upon it, or in other words, that the haiti 
would remain pretty much the same. If this be the fact, 
Xhe pressure upon the dam would not be altered by the 
quantity of water in the river. Sjiould it be deemed 
prudent to add to the security of the lower side of the 
dam, this should be effected by an additional crt6, filled 
with stone, placed below it, the top of which should 
form a continuation of the lower slope of the dam. 1 
have no hcsitationrin s.iying that stone thrown below the 
dam would be of no scnicc, a fair experiment having 
been made of that plan upon the Eeltigh, contrary to 
the opinion of both Mr. White and myself. In that case^ 
stones weighing from one to three tons, were thrown 
below a dam which had about four feet fall, and disap* 
pcared entirely after a heavy freshet'. 

I believe I have now noticed all the queries in yonr 
letter, and am, sir, with' much esteem, your obe- 
dient servant, 

ERSKINE HAZARD. 

To the Watering Committee of tlie City of Fhiiade^a^ 

Gentlemen, 

At your request we have examined the construetiofi 
of the dam across the river Schuylkill at Fair Mount. 

From all appearances both above and below the bod;f 
of the dam, together with the sheathing, there are no 
indications whatever of its being impaired by settlement 
more than what might be reasonably expected in any 
work of its kind. The evidence of some few of tlie 
stones, which foi-m the filling of the sunken cribs havin|f 
washed out from between the logs, is of no material ac- 
count; this can all be repaired and obviated by a contt-v 
luiation of the upright sheathing in front. ^ The beeH 
filling of the dam has been well attended to, and is.Uk 
every particular as fiir as our exaniination went, Hisoiuidl 
and substantial piece of work. We are, honKever,. of' 
opinion, that at no distant period tlie front of -the dam 
will require a substantial stone abutmeirt in advance of 
its vertical breast, and carried across the deep watec of 
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the river, which may be battered up from the bottom at 
an ang-ie of about 45 decrees. 1 nis we would recom- 
mend to be formed of large flat stones, laid in the man- 
ner of a slo|>e wall, with their beds laid at ei^t angles 
with tlie slope. 

The suggestion of throwing in loose stone in front of 
the dam is not a good one; they would always be 
liable to be washed away in times of heavy freshets. 

Ucspcctfiilly submitted, by yonr ob't. serv*ts. 

WILLIAM STRICKLAND, 
DANIEL GROVES. 

Philadelpfaia, Sept. IBth, 182dv 

FuiLi.DXLPHiA, Skpt, 18th, 1828r 

Tnos. Ili-UE, 

Chairman of the Watering Committee. 

Dear Sir — Your favour of the 25th August was not re- 
ceived until this day. And in reply to your cpieries re- 
specting the stability of the Fair Mount tkxn, I must be 
guided principally by the information communicated by 
your letter, although I have frequently seen the work, 
and was once on it when building, but do not recollect 
of examimng mintrtely the particulsu* mode of connecting 
the timbers. I am ojf opinion, that it is impossible for 
any of the timbers to be displaced by any foi*ce that can 
conie in contact with the Dam if it has been put together 
in the manner described with tree-nails. Stone placed 
loose below the dam can be of little or no service, and 
the only effectual way to g^ve additional strength and 
security, (if any is necessary, which I have good reason 
to doubt) is by placing a strong range of cribs below the 
Dam, ftlled with stone, and covered with thick p^ank or 
linnber, to prevent them from being removed by the cur- 
rent pas»ng over the Dam. 1 know of no reason why 
the present dam, or the Dam in its present form, is not 
amply secure and safe, and shoidd not recommend any 
measures to be taken to give any additional strength un- 
iiess it should be discovered tliat the timbers were ac- 
.tually giving way. 

Yours, yery respectfully, 

CANVASS WHITE. 

To the Watering Committee of the Fair Mount Water 
Works. 
Gentlemen — As you are engaged making inquiries of 
practical and experienced engineers in relation to the 
permai>ency of the Dam at Fair Mount, in order to re- 
port the same to Councils, I beg leave also to offer my 
opinion on the nature of a work, the success of which 
must naturally be interesting to me, from the circum- 
' stance of my having been concerned in the arrangement 
and execution of every department of it, from the day 
the river was first sounded for the purpose of erecting a 
dam, up to the present time, and although Mr. Cooley 
Kvas the contractor for the completion of the canal on 
the west side of Schuylkil, the dam, the head arches, 
and the fore bay, still a large share of duty fell on me 
in the execution of tliose parts of tlie works, first, in my 
official capacity as superintendent under the direction of 
the Watering Committee, and secondly, as a volunteer, 
in frequently aiding Mr. Cooley with his work, particu. 
lariy in his absence; consequently there is no part of 
Fair Mmmt Works which did not come under my imme- 
^ate notice. As respects the dam, all the material 
timber for it was purchased by the W'atering Committee, 
through their agent at Trenton, and by myself at Ken- 
sington, and it is of excellent quality. As regards the 
first cribs that were made by Mr. Cooley there cannot 
be a doubt but that they were badly constructed, but on 
the representation of their defects bv the Watering Com- 
miMee to Mr. Cooley, the chief of tliem were taken 
•wunder and rebuilt in a more s\ibstaiUial manner; those 
th*t were simk unaltered, I think four in number, were 
made of goo<l timber, and I am oCopinion that there is 
no danger of them la^ving away in any part. From tliat 
period until the Dam was completed, the work proceed- 



ed without further difficulty, as Mr. Copley n^desIllM 
alteratioHs the contmittee required. 

The Dam was then received by the Committee as v 
finisbe<l job, under a guarantee by Mr. Cooley for it^ 
safety for the term of five years, dmiMg wkieh it kas 
withstood aU the freshets which occurred^ together with 
tlie common exposure that such works are subjeet to^ 
without any expense in repair, exeept straightening the 
combing of the roof to a true water line, and addin|;s» 
additional quantity of rubble dirt on the tip stream M&t 
with some little repair in filling in a few stones whidi 
had been torn out of the face of the dam hy the frcik- 
ets, and planking them o\ er to prevent a like occsf' 
rence, which proves that loose stone will not remsiii 
where a heavy body of water falls on them, onlev 
bound by crib work or planking. I have the pleainre 
to state, that after a strict suney with. Mr. Fvederkk 
Erdman, a gentleman who is perfectly acquainted wit& 
the work, and who planked the face of the dam, and has 
done all the repairs to it above mentipned, that we can- 
not perceive any change in the position of the timber, 
or any other other part of the work, fi-om the base at the 
bottom of the river, to its top line at tlie eve, since its 
first erection; and we are of opinion that nntil ^e ti»' 
her which is exposed between high and low tides i«- 
comes worn by tlie constant friction of the wat^, vA 
its exposure to the lyeather, that there cannot bo uq 
doubt of its firmness. And it appears to us that at fit^ 
s^nt no repairs are required. 1 beg leave to s^gfi^ 
that when repairs aQtually become necessar}> thaf in 
place of throwing loose stone in front of the dam^ ash^ 
been proposed, to frame and sink strong cribs aloi^ws 
fine of its south face, and fill them in whh stone in the 
usual manner, and then to extend the covering on the 
new cribs, from tlie roof of the present dam to low wn^ 
ter mark, which I am convinced is' the only sore metbod 
of making a permanent repair to the dam. As respects 
the up stream part, that can always be kept in good or- 
der at a small expense, by occasionally adding mSBife 
dirt on it, which wiH not only secure it from leaksge, 
but it adds additional strength to the whole soperstnM- 
ture by its weight. 

In conclusion, I give it as m^ decided o}»>nion that the 
dam is substantial, and sufficiently strong to withstand 
any shocks to which it is exposed. 

Should Councils see proper to authorize the Water- 
ing Committee to have an anmial survey of the dam by 
competent engineers, any defect that might arise By ds> 
cay or otherwise, would then be discovered, and at fle 
same time it would be satisfactory to those who hers 
charge ofthe works. 

Witli great respect your humble serv't. 

FRED'K. GRAFV. 

The committee appointed to prepare and report n Me- 
morial to the Legislature, praying them to inreat ^ 
corporation of the city, under proper regulations^vitii 
power to require the owners of property bonndiiyeb 
private alleys, to have the same regulated and p«raft- 

REPORT; 
That they have had the subject referred to tfaeflinn- 
der consideration, and beg leave to submit to -QmatA 
a memorial for the purpese contempkte^. mtmf tt- 
commend the adoption of the fbUowing ' "* 

viz:*— 

Resolved, By the Select and Common Coun 
the Presidents of Councils be requested to take Umb** 
cessary measures -fbr laying- hefore each bruich cf ^ 
State Legisbiture, a copy of the Memorial repeHdl^ 
the committee. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 
To the Senate and House of Representative* sf 0ke 
monweaftk of Pennsyhama in Oenertu .*" 
met: 

Tlie Memorial of the Mayor, Aldermen, and Citi j , 
the City of Philadelphia, re^ectfully shewetft^ 
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Th«l V an act entitled, **A fulher Supplement to an 
Act to htcorporate the- City of Phibdclphra" passed 
Apifl 2, 17S0, the Select and Common Councils are in- 
vested with authority to take the necessary m«umres for 
Tcgnla^nsf and paying the streets, lanes and alleys of 
the Ci<y. And bv an act of March 25, 1805, aM streets, 
alleys^ courts, and lanes which had been or mig^t there- 
after be laid out, opened, and appropriated to public 
we, hy private persons, within the City, provided the 
same be ciot less than 20 feet wide, were declared to be 
U all respects public hiffh ways. There are, however, 
within the liaiiu of the City, many streets and alleys of 
a leas width, over which consequently the Councils have 
»o control. The use of such streets and alleys is of lit- 
tie or no value to the public in genera), and yet the health 
•■d comfoK of the citizens are deeply concerned in 
their being* kept in decent and wholesome condition. — 
As the City becomes more and more extended, and more 
densely populated, the demand for small houses is in- 
^fctsed, and streets and alleys of narrow dimensions are 
mukipKed; and it may readily be supposed, that where 
ihe houses on such streets belong, as they frequently do, 
to various individuals, the streets will remain unpaved, 
Ulless they be paved at the public expense. In fact, 
they are so f^quently so grossly neglected by the own- 
en of the adjacent property, as to become public nui- 
ssBcea, destroying the comfort and endangering the 
ikealth of whole neighbourhoods. It may be doubted 
whether the Councils would be justified in paving such 
Jtreet^ jit the public expense. Vour memorialists can- 
not think it just, that they should be placed under the 
necessity of doing so; and yet, nt present, cases of the 
description alhided to, are without any other adequate , 
remedy. Such nuisances may, it is true, be indicted, 
and those upon whom they are chargeable, be punished 
hf €ne. But while an indictment is progressing through 
the necessary legal forma, a pestilence may be engen- 
ieted» and, at last, the remedy may be ineffectual, be- 
^9w$m the offender may suffer the penalty prescribed by 
liMS, and the nuisance remain, to await a new prasecu* 



Vour memorialists submit to your honourable bodiei^ 
fthat it would ^e just, that the {Legislative authorities of 
Che City abould have power, whenever it is required by « 
AFtftrd totlie jiublic good, to enforce the pavement of 
private streets and alleys, by the owners of property 
fiponting on them. If your incurable bodies shall be 
<«f this opinion, your memorialists humbly pray, that you 
<wiU be pieftoed to gnint them auch relief, as in your wis- 
dom you m%y see at. 

The vepovt was lat^ on the table. 

Philadelpkia Gazelle 

We aie pleased to observe by the proceedings of 
Cooncils which we publish in the present number, that 
public attention is directed to the alleys of the city — 
and while the subject is to be laid before the Legisla- 
turtj we would respect&lly suggest to Councils the pro- 
piioty of having their powers so extended, (if there be 
no constitutional impediment) as to enable them to re- 
gldat* the width j&f streets, to be laid out by individuals, 
tnterttclSng squares. In the present economical mode 
0|f iniprovii\g private property, we observe many small 
at ^ ^^ te laid out for the purpose of erecting small tene- 
UMpitsop eaeh side of them in order to bring to the own- 
tttiiSbe iaiMl the largest posmble income. These houses 
ace^ of course, from the cheapness of rent, intended to 
ht occupied by a claas of citizens who either from ne- 
gKfiacn or inability, are generally less attentive to 
ckanfineM, than is consistent with the general comfort 
4if the neighbourl^oods in which they are situated, and 
probably with the general health of the citizens. It 



seems therefore unreasonable, that while the public are 
at the expense of paving these stieets as well as of 
cleansing them, that every individual who is disposed to 
improve his pi-operty in sucli a way as to render it most 
conducive to his private interest, should be at liberty to 
lay out a street wherever and of whatsoever \¥idth lie 
pleases, without regard to public convenien<^e or com- 
fort, and the public having no control over his proceed- 
ings. It is indeed to be regretted, that any of tlie 
squares should ever have been divided by those siftall 
streets, and that the improvements had not been confined 
to the four principal sides of the squares, leaving the 
central part unoccupied entirely, by buildings to be de- 
voted to yards and gardens, and for the free circulation 
of air. Enjoying as we hitherto have done, the advan- 
tage of much open giound to the westward, little m- 
convenience luis been suflTcred for want of air and a 
wholesome atmosphere; but from the rapid improve- 
ments which are now tending towards Schuylkill, there 
is reason to fear that these avenues will soon be closed, 
and the space occupied by a dense and dirty population; 
and that much inconvenience, if not much prejudice to 
the health of the city, will be the consequence. While 
therefore it may perhaps be placed in the power of 
Councils to regulate these matters, for the future com- 
fort of the city it should be attended to. 

It is to be regretted, that the present mode of build- 
ing is such as to afford scarcely any yards to the houses 
noworecting; but that the loU are almost entirely cov- 
ered with the buildmgs. To those families which con- 
tain children, this is becoming a serious inconvenience, 
and to it may in some considerable degree be attributed, 
ti»c large proportion of deaths among children compared 
with those of adults; as they are deprived of wholesome 
air, and exercise, both of which are so essential to tlie 
formation of a robust and vigorous constitution. A proof 
of the truth of what we have just stated, may we think 
be derived from the fact that the very moment almost 
that children, labouring under the diseases of the sum- 
mer, are removed into the country from the city, they 
revive, and in a short time are restored to perfect health, 
from, in some cases, the very brink of the grave. 
Another inconvenience which we shall point out, while 
we are on the subject, fVom the present mode otf* improv- 
ing, is that of having the Ititchen in the celhu*, which phm - 
is now almost universally adopted, especially in houses 
designed to be rented. Wc doubt whether they are as 
wholesome as those above ground — they certainly are 
generally damp and cold^ and although some few fami- 
lies may, from habit, prefer them, yet we know they am, 
in most cases, decidedly objected to by all those who 
have ever experienced the comfort of a kitchen on th« 
ground floor. They add much to iht labour and fk- 
tigue of servants, and place them, as weU as tho gene- 
ral management of the affairs of the house, much out of 
the view and super! ntendance of the female part of the 
fkmily. We believe that the interests of landlords, 
would be promoted by a greater attention to the comftirt 
and convenience of tenants, in the construction of their 
houses. A friend who owned a house in a very central 
situation, and in every other respect, a veiy convenient 
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one, obsen'ed when offering it to rpnt, that he was as- 
tonished at thc^gcnci-al objection to cellar kitchens— 
they forming the first and in many cases the only ques- 
tion asked respecting the bouse. 

We are certainly improving the appearance of the ci- 
ty by our ne\v buildings; but as our comfort depends 
uppn their convenient internal arrangement, we should 
be careful npt to dcpajt too widely from the models of 
convenience, Jeft us by our ancestors — in the houses 
erected here thii-ty or forty years since. Large yards, 
pll^nty of closets in convenient situations, and kitchens 
on the ground floor, were by them, considered essen- 
tial to comfort, which we believe they were as capable 
of appreciating and actually enjoying, as their dpscen- 
dants of the present day. 

BEVOLT OF THE PENNSYLVANIA LINE. 
DocuaijfxTs Continued from p, 168. 

Ijetltr from the ISirgeants demanding the two Spies, 
Gent.— It is the request of the Boai*d on account of 
fhc rumour of the line that you will send them two stran 
ifers who brought that letter from New York, by the 
bearers two sergeants of the committee as you may de- 
pend they shall be brought forth at the request of Gov. 
Reed or any other gentlemen when called on — as we 
ahall lodge them in security at our quarters. Jan'y 7, 
*81. Signed by the Board, 

WM. BOUZAR, Sec. 
Mets. McCIannig^ 
Jc Nisbitt. 

Trenton, Jan.1f, 1781. 

Sr. — ^Xhe Committee of Congress now at Trenton 
have received authentic information that Commissioners 
are sent to Amboy fi-om New York to treat with tlie 
Pennsylvania troops (we suppose to South Amboy that 
is meant but it would be prudent to have both the Am- 
boya in view) The Committee are of opinion you should 
take such measures as appear most prudent and pi-acti- 
cable to get possession of those Commissioners. AVe 
lire sir, Yr. most obed. scrv'ts. 

In behalf of the Committee, 

JNO. WITHERSPOON. 

P. S. The above is submitted to your judgment ac- 
cording to the situation of affairs and other intelligence 
you may have received. 

The Commanding OflUcer at 
Brunswick or Elizabethtown. 

Philad,Jan, 10, 1781. 

Dear Sir — The hopes I entertain of a happy termina- 
tion of this unfortunate affair, thro* your influence and 
management gives me real pleasure. The moving of 
the X\ oops to Trenton, their delivering up the pi*oposals 
pf Sir Hany and detaining the two emissaries as prison- 
ers seem to forebode well, but I confess I would have 
expected that before this time, they (the emissaries) 
•hvald have been delivered up to a court martial and re- 
ceived their just demerits. 

Various are the opinions here. Some think the troops 
should be generally discharged and tempted with a 
handsome bounty to re-enter the service during the war; 
(Others are for violent measures and compelling- them to 
relurp to their duty by force. I fear such an experi- 
jnent would not be attended with good consequences. 

It would be a^very difficult matter to call any consi- 
deintble number of the militia of this city out for that 
purpose. I have been told that a few evenings ago when 
the officers were called together to consult upon the 
most proper measures to be adopted in case of an emer- 
■encyr-that some proposed send'mg deputies to let the 
poops know that thev were determmed not to use their 



arms, against them in any case. In one of the artiUesy 

companies 1 believe C^pt. was actually appoint 

ed for that purpose. You know the man's turn is lUA 
commonly conciliatory. I think sir, you had better be 
as vigilant as possible to know who nnixes with the troops 
from this side. It will be no difficult matter to undo ia 
an hour what has been the work of days. 

Council have sent up the money buti-ather tliink Gen. 
Wayne was too fast in pi-omising so large a reward till 
the rascals were given tip for punishment but these are 
not times to stand upon trifles. 1 wish you all possible 
success in your negotiation and am Dr. Sir 
Your vtrw 

hun^ble servt. 
JOS. GARDNEB. 
Genl. Reed 
Trenton. 

Trenton, Jim. 7, 1781. 
Sir — The Committee of Congress are obliged to your 
Excellency's communications by Col. Shields. We es- 
teem it as a happy prelude to a return of Uie troops ta 
their allegiance. ' We doubt not your Excellency's im- 
proving so favourable a symptom to bring the niatter ta 
as speedy safe and honourable an issue as possible. The 
Conunittee will wait here for your further communiciu 
tions of the progress you make and prepare themselves 
for every event, to aid your endeavours and to girc them 
all success, that the powers vested in them by Congreis 
can enable them to do. 

In name of the Committee in Gen. Sullivan's 
absence, 

JNO. WITHERSPOON. 
His Excellency 
President Reed. 

Proposal delivered by the Serjeants at the first interview 
at Princeton, Jan. 7, 1781. 

Ai-ticle I. That all and every such men as wms ei^it- 
ed in the years 1776 and '77 and received the bounty of 
Twenty Dollars shall be without any delay dischai^ged 
and all the arrears of pay and cloathing to be psid antq 
them immediately when discharged — with respect to 
the depreciation of pay the state to give them tufficienl 
certificates and security fbr said sums as they diall he- 
come due. 

Trentm%Jan.X7B\. 
3 o'clock, P. M. 

Dear Sir — I have rec'd yours of this day with tbo 
Vice Prest's. inclosed — Mr. McOanagan will caity the 
answer of the Boai-d. I wish you to procure the bard 
cash promised — we must keep faith with those people. 
I shall try to prevail on them to advance to Trenton, 
Interim I am vour's roost sincerely, 

ANT'Y. WAYNE. 
His Excellency, 

Jos. Reed, Esq. 
His Excellency's proposals being communicated to the 

different regiments at Troop beating this monibi|^ 

Jan. 8, 1781. 

*<They do voluntarily agree -in coigunetion tbsA «ll 
soldiers that were enlisted for the term of three years 
or during the war, excepting those whose terms cw en- 
listments are not expiree! , ought to be dis«harged imme- 
diately with as little delay 9? circumstances will aHow, 
except such soldiers who have v(^imtaniy re^enhat cA ' 
in case that any soldier should dispute bis enlcstmeot^ it 
is to be settled by a committee, and the soldier's oath. 
l^he remainder of his Excellency's 8c the Honbl. Board 
of Committees proposal is founded upon honour and 
justice, but in regai-d to the Hon'ble Board settinf^fiMth 
that tlvere will be appointed three persons to sit as a 
Committee to redress our grievances, it is therefore^ tho 
general demand of the line, and the Board of Serjeants, 
that we shall appoint as many members m of the oppo- 
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ttte to stt as a Committee to determine Justly upon our 
unhappy aifairs, as the path we tread is justice, and our 
ioottteps founded upon honor. 

Therefore we unanimously do agree that there should 
be aomcthingf done towards a speedy redress of our pre- 
sent circumstances. 

Signed-by order of the Board, 

WM. BOUZAR, Sec'y. 

DcMT Sir — I received your favour this evening- and also 
the proposals signed by Serjeant Bouzey M'hich as they 
-contain in substance what was offered last Evening' shall 
1>e granted except that appointing persons to sit with 
theSo nominated by the honorable the Coimcil cannot be 
complied with. This implies such a distrust of the autho- 
rity of the state which has ever been attentive to the 
wmnts <^ the army that the impropriety of it must be 
erident: but any soldier will have liberty to bring before 
the Conunissioners any person as his friend to represent 
hii case. The Hon. the Committee of Conmss have 
ffcsohred that the spies sent out should be delivered up 
OR as convenient and upon that being done, Con- 
I will proclaim a general oblivion of all matters since 

! 31 December, provided the teirms offered last eve- 
nln|^ are closed with and the troops remain no longer in 
tlieir present state. It is my clear opinion, that they 
slMwld march in the morning to Trenton where the stores 
sre, their cloathing expected if not by this time arrived) 
by which I mean ovei^s and some bknkets. I hope 
Iney will come to a speedy determination -and am Dear 
Sir, Your obed. hble ser>-'t. 

JOS. REED. 

Jan. 8, 1781. 

P. S. As I have the promise of the Board of Ser- 
jeants in writing that the emissaries from the British 
shall be forth coming to me, I doubt not they will honor- 
ably peribrm it. and therefore expect an answer from 
thCTi on this point 

Phila, Jan, 8, 1781. 
Sir— -The Committee of Cong^ress not having heard 
IrooB your Excellency since yesterday noon — dispatches 
SB express to obtain mtelligence where you are and what 
success you have' had. They wish to know whether 
any thing appears necessary for them to do respecting 
the sfiair as they wish to do every thing in their power 
to bring ^is unhappy dispute to a favourable issue. 
I have the honor to be with much respect 
Your Excellency's most obed. servH. 

J NO. SULLIVAN. 
By order of the Committee. 
iCsSxcellency 
dor. Reed. 

Trenton, Jan. 8, 1780 [81.] 
Sir — ^The Committee of Congress have received your 
excellency's fiiTourof this date, with its inclosures and 
send you herewith the result of their deliberations upon 
the terms which they are of opinion ought to be held 
out to the soldiers of the Pennsylvania Line. 

I have the honor to be most respectfully. 

Your Excellency's most obed. serv't. 

JNO. SULLIVAN. 
By order of the Comnuttce. 
Bk Excellency 
President Reed. 

P. S. It is the desire of the Committee that you make 
use of the foregoing resohidons only as you shall find 
tbam necessary to answer the purpose in view. 

By order of the Committee. 
JNO. SULLIVAN. 

Ill Committee of Congress held at Trenton the 8tb 
dur of January 1781— 

iUsoWed, That all soldiers who have voluntarily en^ 
Med Ibr iiU war or have received the hundred dollar 



bounty ordered by Congress shall be held during the 
war and entitled to receive the same bounty as new re- 
emits from their respective states, only deducting there- 
from the hundred dollars at the real value when receive 
ed. But as it may so happen, that some soldiers may 
be retained in the service, who l»av^ received the hua- 
dred dollars contrary to their inclination — all such who 
can make it oleai-ly appear to commissioners to be ap- 
pointed as herein af^er mentioned, that they have been 
so detained shall be immediately discharged. 

Resolved, That all soldiers who are now held by in- 
listments expreswngthe term of service to be three years 
or during the war, and have not voluntarily re-enlisted 
and received the hundred dollar bounty shall be imme* 
diatcly discharged. 

The Committee tmsting in the sincerity and attach- 
ment of the Pennsylvania Line to the American cause, 
and (notwithstanding the unwarrantable steps they have 
taken) judging from their modei-ation and conduct in 
their discipline and gt>od order they have observed, and 
being convinced that their assembling was for the redress 
of grievances only — ^have resolved. That on producing 
lists regimentally of those non commissioned officers 
and soldiers who fall within the different classes of griev- 
ances complained of with re^rd to the term of mlist- 
ment — pay bounty and cloathmg that they will imme- 
diately appoint commissioners to examine and report 
tlierein, that full and ample justice shall be done to the 
claimants, by discharging such as are entitled to their 
discharges, giving certificates of pay and cloathing due 
to such as have claims justly founded. 
The foregoing terms being accepted the committee have 
resolved U)at upon the soldiers of the Pennsylvania line 
delivering up the Briti^ emissaries sent to corrupt theok 
and submitting themselves to their proper officers they 
will publish a free and general pardon of all offences 
committed by the non-commissioned officers and sol- 
diers of said line fi-om the 31 December last to this time. 
By oi-der of the Committee. 

JNO. SULLIVAN, Chairman. 
Note in Gov. Reed% writing. 

Received after my proposals were made and accepted 
and therefore not offered. 

Trenton, Jan, 9, 1781. 
Sir — The Committee was last evening, honoured with 
your Excellency's favour and its inclosures dated at 
Maidenhead 7 o'clock P. M. copies of which have been 
sent to Congress. We now dispatch a Light borsenuus 
to know the present appearance of affairs at Princeton 
and whether the Troops are about to march for Trenton 
this morning. 

We do not understand the propositions of the serjesnCs 
to be that any of their body were to sit with the com- 
missioners; but they requested a voice in the appoint- 
mcnt'onl)'. To this we have no objections. 

We wish matters may be brought to an issue as 
soon as possible, and that your Excellency will inform 
i us by return of this express what prospects you have 
I of bringing them to^a conclusion from present appear- 
1 ances. 1 have the honor &c. on behalf of the Comm. 
I JNO. SULLIVAN. 

His Kxcellency 
President Reed. 

Maidenhead^ Jan, 8, 1781. 
Dear Sir — I wrote you yesterday by post and soon af^ 
ter went into Princeton where 1 was received by the 
'droops with every- mark of apparent respect. The 
Guards turned out and the whole line under arms. They 
offered a proposition amounting in its effects to discharg- 
ing every man who is or should be tired of the service 
let the terms of enlistment have been what they would. 
This I peremptorily refused but offered to discharge ^ 
those who had been detained beyond the time of their 
enlistment or had been compelled or trepanned into a 
new engagement. Secondly, That Commissioners ^ould 
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be appointed by tfie Council to hear their cues and gire 
ditchargpes upon the abore principle, taking^ the oath of 
m soldier when his enfistment cannot be found. Hiirdlj, 
the depreciation to be made up, arrearages of pay set- 
tltd and certificates gnren and comfoitsble cloathiAg 
pforided for them. FouKhlr, a general pardon of all 
offences upon complying witn these terms. The cren- 
ing they sent an answer complying witir them in sub- 
stance, bat proposing they should appoint Commission- 
ers on the part of the men which I rejected and direct- 
ed them to march to morrow mommg to Trenton. — 
What will be the issue I cannot tell, as there are many 
▼arious claims and thou^ they preserre military order, 
tbey have great confusion in their civil matters. The 
Serjeants have as much difference of opinion as the 
men, tho' they know it is their interest to keep together 
and not be disorderly. Many were averse to my going 
in, but I am glad I did, as I can now form a better judg- 
ment of them. They made no objections to my return- 
ing the same evening. Besides the conoplaints formerly 
reeked they complain of being compelled to take new 
bounties, and being severely treated whev asking for 
disefaarres — they also compkin of rigorous punishments 
iaflletea without trial or inquiry and that the state stores 
have not been equitably distributed; the proportion of 
the oflleers being too g^reat. These things may deserve 
iacittiry at another time. 1 endeavored to moderate and 
pmate what was said on these subjects. Some of the 
Serjeants are sensible fellows and reason very specious- 
If; bttt W — — — — their nominal leader is cer- 
tainly a very poor creature or very fond of liquor. They 
have rejected the propositions offered by Gen. Clinton, 
ami hold the spies in prison. I am endeavouring to get 
fthem out of their hands. Gen. Wayne promised fmy 

Sihieas a piece to the two Serjeants who brought him 
e letter Sir Harry sent and he is veiy particular in his 
inquiries, when he shall be enabled to perform his pro- 
mise. Tou will say it was a great Reward; it was so and 
perhaps the promise hasty but still it will be best to 
compffr widi it. I do not learn that any of the money 
•ent by Col. Nicola has yet been paid, but will inquire 
£irther, I fear there has been some neglect in this mat- 
ter. 1 believe it will be proper to send the hard money, 
Returned by Gen. Potter, to answer Gen. Wayne's pro- 
jl^se. To morrow will settle the business one way or 
/pAer. We have no accounts of the enemy since I 
wrote last. 

I am in baste, 

Dr. Sir, 
Your obed. Hbble servt. 

JOS. REED. 

P. S. I hope if all reasonable propositions should 
b* finally rejected, that the militia will turn out under 
MQie qrstem, or volunteers, as I fear the troops will turn I 
towards the enemy, if an immediate setilement does 
IMXtakepbu;e. 

Prineeitm, 8th Jim'y. 1781. 
7 o'clock, P. M. 

Dear Sir — Being determined to bring matters to a 

rcdy issue at every risk and consequence, we sent for 
Serjeants at ^ after 4 o'clock this evening and insist- 
ed upon their marching for Trenton in the mominp or 
that we would leave diem to act as they pleased an4 to 
abide the fatal effects qf their own folly. 

In consequence of which they had come to a resolu- 
tion of movmg for that place. in the morning and bring^ 
ing along the t)Rro Caitiffa previous to the receipt of 
your's by Mr. Caldwell. 

I am Sir, yr most obed. hbbL servt. 
ANT'V. WAYNE. 
His ExceHeney, Jos, Reed, Esq. 
Per Mr. Caldwell who is to pass. 
ANT*T. WAYNE. 
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Frcm the recovered MimUe* of Council 
30,1764. It appearing to tiie Board tbatmniy 



frauds had been committed in the markets of this city 
by weighing the provisions sold to the inhabitants witb 
steelyards— it was resolved that a bye law should pass 
to restrain the use of sleelyards, and to compel the butch- 
ers and others selling provi«ons by weight, to weigbtke 
same with scales and weights regulated and marked by 
the proper officer. # 

Mar, 30, 1764. A petition was presented to the 
board from five botchers complaining of some faaidsbipe 
likely to attend the late ordinance for the weighing pro- 
visions with scales instead of steelyards; and the sMoe 
being read and fully considered, it was resolved, (nem 
con) that the regulations made by the said ordinaBce 
are useful and necessary to prevent impontioos on the 
Inhabitants: and that this board will accordingly cany 
the same into execution. 

Several persons had thdr fines renutted on conditioii 
of their being shipped off or enlisting. 

Jipril 10, 1764. A proposal be'm^ made that the two 
walfg between the new stone bridge m Front street^ and 
the wooden bridge in King's street, ^oukl be rebuilt at 
the expense of this corporation, to prevent tbe danger 
that it is apprehended would otherwise arise to tbe health 
of the innabitants — ^the same was unanimously agreed 
to. And William Bingham, and Joseph Sims are ap- 
pointed a committee to engage workmen^ and direct 
and inspect the work. 

William Plumstead and Samuel Mifflin, Esq. and John 
Allen and Alexander Hooston are appointed a commit- 
tee to view the premises and consider whether the 
spot will admit of the erecting a fish matket tbereon» or 
what other public use it can best be appfied to iMi d 
make report. 

John Lukens, Surveyor GenenJ, is appointed by the 
Board one of the Regulators of this city, in the room of 
Nicholas Scull, deceased. 

May 28, 1764. The committer appointed to pon^ 
4cr what public use the vacancy between the two 
bridges could best be put to. Report, That a fish mar^ 
ket would be very convenient at that end of the town, 
and that this would be a proper place for that purpoae, 
and might be built at little expense: It is tbcrabro 
'agreed that a fish market be accordingly erected thertu 
Joseph Sims and Wm. Bingham were appointed to 
have it done fnrthwith. 

October 2, 1764. Alderman Thomas Lawrence 'elect* 
ed Mayor, and Isaac Jones and John Lawrence Alder* 
men. 

It being represented by the late Mayor, that HMte ii 
a necessity for a beadle or some other officer wiUi &pfO- 
per salary, daily to attend the Mayor of this city in the 
execution of tus office— The Bmutl agreed the same 
should be taken into consideradon at some fiiture Md- 
ing.— Danil Miller petitioned for the remiaaon of a fine 
laid on him in the Mayor's Coort^he being poor uA 
having a fanuly to support by his labour the Dooid rp» 
ipitted it. 

Nov. 19, 1764. The Recorder produced % deed of 
release from the Hon. Thomas Penn, Esq. to this Corpo- 
ration, for the piece ef ground claimed by the city lyM 
on Dock, and bounded cm the east by Front street^ and 
on the south by Spruce street, which was aooepted^ftad 
the Recorder requested to g«t the same proved aad le- 
corded^ 

A petition having been transmitted to London by IW 
Assembly of this province, to be poesented to bia ■** 
jesty for a change of government-— The Board came to a 
resolution to send a petition to the proprietaries exprew » 
ing their disapprobation of such a change, and praying 
that if such a change should take pkce^ Ibcdf. woold ope 
their best endeavours that the pnvilegca ortbft poopl* 
be preserved, and the rights of^ this corporatioo imdfr 
their char^, be continued to them. Ajid tbe Bccari 
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der, 1%. Stedman, Mr. Tilfrhnulft, Mr. AHefi, and Mr. 
Sh^ipen were appointed a coimnittee to prepare a draft 
of fuch petition. 

Nbv, 20, 1764. .The committee appointed yesterday 
presented to the Board a draft of the petition to the pro- 
letaries, which after some amendment was approved, 
' and ordered to be engrossed and signed by the Mayors 

May ST, 1765. An appHcation of the county com- 
nus^oners to borrow £100, to complete the bridge over 
(ke run at Schuylkill falls-^deferred. 

Jug. 9, 1765. " The Shedd," at the middle ferry— 
-ordered to be repaired or renewed. 

The Board considering it a public and useful work — 
agreed to loan JEIOO to the commiasioncrs for complet- 
ing the bridge at the ialls of Schuylkill— on their giving 
their private bonds. « 

Oetcher 1, 1765. John Lawrence elected Mayor. 

JSprU 14, 1766. The lease of the Potter's field to Ja- 
cob Shoemaker, being some time ago expired, it was 
agreed to be leased to Jaspar Carpenter for seven years 
at the annual rentof jBlO per annum. 

The shad and herring sold at the market being in 
warm weather offensive to the ne'g^bourhood, the 
Mayor is requested to direct the Clerk of the market 
not to suffer any stands for the sale of these at the mar- 
ket or other place in the city, except at the public 
wbfirfrs. 

23 June 1766. . The managers chosen under the late 
act of Assembly, for building a house of employment in 
this city, applying to have the alms house lot mortgaged 
for the raising £2000 agreeably to said act, and havmg 
Atisfied this Board, that the sum of £1500 is raised by 
contribution, as required by the law — it is agreed that 
the said lot be accordingly mortgaged for the purpose. 

October 7, 1766. John Lawrence re-elected Mayor 
^Daniel Benezet resigned as Aldermen on account of 
aicikness. 

January 22, 1767. Three mortgages on alms house 
lot for raising money to erect a house of employment — 
were executed, viz. to Sarah Mifflin £450; to Mary Har- 
rison £850 f and to Joseph Richardson and John Maes, 
for£700. 

Application from J. Humphries tenant of the middle 
ferry, praying allowance in conseqcence of ** great ds- 
mage" to the wharffs, boats, &c. by the breaking up of 
the ice. 

. £750 loaned to the managers of the house of employ- 
ment, they being ** in great want of money for the pay- 
ing off workmen, &.c. for building said house .*' - 

The committee formerly appomted to settle the Trea- 
surer's account, are desired to take back their report in 
order to correct some mistakes appearing therein. 

July 6, 1767. A deed from this corporation to the 
contributors to tlve relief and employment of the poor in 
the city of Philadelphia, was executed in the presence 
and with the consent of the city, who signed the same 
as witnesses, agreeably to the act of Assembly for that 
purpose made. The mortgages executed on 22d Janu- 
ary cancelled. 

It was unanimously agreed — That for the future every 
Treasurer shall give bond with sufficient sureties in the 
sum of £2000 for the faithful discharge of his office. — 
Samuel Shoemaker, Rsq. elected Treasurer, in place of 
Benjannin Shoemaker, deceased- 

October 6, 1767. Isaac Jones elected Mayor, and John 
Gdbson, Alderman. 

llie report of a committee formerly appointed to view 
t he damage done to the Middle Ferry by the last win- 
ter's iee and floods, was read, and they being of opinion 
t bat an allowance of £^.00 should be made to tlie tenant 
put of bia rent, on account of his loss, the same was 
mgt^A to by the board. 

'the public gjotmd and wharffs near the Drawbridge, 
rented at iE60 per annum. 

JJheccmber 4 1767. it having been ag^reed at a meet- 
ing of the members of this Board, in the absence of the 
Recorder^ that an entertainment should be given to his 



excellency General Gage, Commander-in-chief of lite Ma-* 
Jesty's Forces in North America, on his arrival m tlii* 
city, and the same having been accordiiigly dofie — t^he 
b<Mrd do now approve thereof, and order that the ex- 
pense thereof, amounting to £159 6 0, be paid by the 
Treasurer. 

The Recorder, Mr. Tilghman, and Mr. Shippen, ar» 
appointed a committed to consider a letter sent to thi^ 
Board from the Select men of Boston, recommencKng 
measures similar to those taken in that place fbr lessen- 
ing the consumption of superfluities, and increasing the 
manufactures of the country, and to make a draft of a 
proper answer thereto, agreeable to the sentiments of 
the Board expressed on the occasion, and to lay the sama 
before the Board at their next meeting for their further 
consideration. 

22 Dec, 1767. Answer to the Select men of Boctoii» 

Philadelphia^ December 22^ 1767. 
Gentlemenj 
We were favoured with your letter of the ninth ef 
November last, and thankfully acknowledge your lund 
intentions of Communicatingto us the votes of your towa^ 
meeting of the 28th October, which however you omit- 
ted to enclose, but we take for granted are the same as 
inserted in your public papers. We desire that you 
will be assured of our having regard to the general inte- 
rest of the Colonies, which we conceive cannot be mora 
effectually served, than by diffusing a spirit of industry 
and frugality: But, however the particular circumstan- 
ces' of your place may require any pubBe measures to be 
taken for that purpose, we do not see the expedien- 
cy of adopting them here, more especially in the pre- 
sent crisis of American aflairs. Yet although we cannot 
on this occasion think the steps you have taken ahoape- 
ther suitable to our circumstances, we shall always "V^dy 
to see and endeavour by every proper expedient to pro- 
mote, the general union of the Colonies, so esssential to 
the preservation of their liberties. 

Signed at a Common Council, By order of the Boan^ 

ISAAC JONES, Chairman. 
To Joseph Jackson, Saml. Sewell,"^ 

John Ruddock, John Hancock, 1 Select men tf 
Wm. Phillips, Timothy Shewell, [ Bottom^ 
and John Rowe, Esquires, J 



TRIAL FOR LARCENY. 
The Commonwealtli^ 

vs. I Quarter Sessions, Sept. 26Sr 

James Rowe and f Larceny — 7 bills. 

Thomas Foster. J 

Seven bills of indictment were laid blefore the Xttrff 
three of them charging the defendants joiittly, and fbttr 
charging James Rowe alone with the commission of Ttf* 
rious larcenies; five of the indictments charged the de^ 
fendants with stealm^;' dry goods, the property of dilig- 
ent individuals, and m two bills they were charged with 
stealing boats, one, the property of some person un- 
known, and the other the pi^P^rty ^ Michael Si^er. 
To all these bills, the defendants pleaded not f^vXitj, 
and the trial commenced on Friday moming^ last, tid 
occupied the whole day. The principal witness refied 
upon in support of the prosecution, was an accomplice^ 
named Caleb S. Bladen, who testified, iSnA his acqnaiiK- 
ance with the defendants was formed in prison, wftcM 
he (Bladen) was undergoing a servitude upon a con- 
viction for horse stealing, but was pardoned befbre tile 
term to which he had been sentenc<)d, bad eX|>ired. 
That m July last, they Ibrmed tbeir plant to eommittke 
several robberies, the subjects of uie preitrnt proMoi. 
tion, and named some other assoctsetes, who have ikmm 
&r been able to elude the vigilance of the police. Tba 
first intention of the witness and Rowe, was to rMi a 
store in Camden, which Foster had pointed out, andiir 
that purpose crossed the river; behig unable to efbtt 
this, they took a boat fi-om the Jersey wde, in wIMi 
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they returned to the city. The bHl charing" the defen- 
dants with stealing this boat, was abandoned by the pro- 
secuting officer, the larceny having been committed in 
Jersey. The first robbery in which they succeeded, 
was tliat of the store of Mr. BJackstone, in Mantua Vil- 
ilage, on their road to which tlicy stole a crow-bar and 
•pick-ajcc fh>m a quarry, with which they effected an en- 
try into the store, which they rifled of boots and shoes 
•to a considerable amount, assisted by another individual 
■amcd Weekley (who has escaped.) The goods were 
afterwards brought into town, sold, and the proceeds 
divided equally between them. They afterwards rob- 
•bed the store of Messrs. Thomas Sc Co. on the ridge 
road, of dry goods to the amount of $140. On their 
route to this store, as in the other case, they stole from 
a work shop, two augurs and a chisel, with which they 
succeeded in entering the store. In this Tobber}- only 
Howe and the witness were concerned. These goods 
were just taken to M*nayunk, and brought to this side 
Jn a boat, which was taken from a wharf on the Schuyl- 
kill. The g^ods were sold to Hunt, who is awaiting his 
trial in the Mayor's Court, and other individuals who 
have escaped. Some of the goods were taken to Wil- 
mington, and disposed of tlierc. 

The defence taken by the counsel for the prisoners, 
.rested chiefly on the degree of credit which should be 
be given to the uncon-oborated testimony of Bladen. 
With reference to the bill which charged Rowe w ith 
stealing the goods of Messrs. Thomas & Co.^ no defence 
was made, inasmuch as he was there supported by other 
testimony. With regard to the bill charging the defend- 
ants with stealing a boat from the Schu>ikill, it was con- 
tended, that it was no larceny, it was taken merely to 
enable the defendants to transport the goods across the 
river, without any intention of making further use of it. 
A larceny must be committed anirito furandi and hicri 
causer, with a felonious hitention, and the purpose of 
gain. 

The attorney general in a speech of great force, con- 
tended that the prosecution was amply supported, 
that the larceny of the boat was made out in law and 
fact^ it was to assist them in the commission of a felony, 
•ml tlierefore there was a felonious intention. 

Judge King charged the jury, that if Bladen was to be 
believed, the defendants must be convicted on. all the 
bills except the two which charged them with stealing 
the boats; on the one, they must be acquitted, the court 
having no jurisdiction, and on the other, because the of- 
fence was- not legally made out. If they took the boat 
for the mere purpose of enabling them to cross the ri- 
Tcr, although it was to facilitate the transportation of 
the goods previously stolen, it was no larceny. 

The defendants were found guilty on five bills, and 
acquitted on the two bills which charged them with the 
larceny of the boats. 

For the prosecution, G. M. Dallas, Bsq. Attorney 
Oeneral. For the defendants W* Grimshaw and j. B. 
Fbillips, Bsqrs. 

COMMONWEALTH w. ABRAHAM ELDRED 
and NAl UNlEJL STRONG. 

Qiutrfer Sessions, — Horse Stealing. 

The defendants were indicted first for conspiring to 
steal, and second for stealing a brown horse, belonging 
to a Bucks County Farmer, on the 14th day of July last, 
under circumstances as deliberate and artful as ever 
.marked an ingenious robbery. 

- The first witness was the farmer who swore that he lost 
a brown horse, with white marks on his off fore foot and 
€use, on tbe night of the 14 — 15 of July last. The 
stable was opened violently and the hone stolen. 
. The next witness, a Backs County Innkeeper, swore 
that the defendants were both intimate and staid at his 
bouse m July last. Eldred was away the whole of the 
night of the 14th; returned in the morning, and went 
away that day altogether. Strong wont away on the 



day of the 14th, and did not return. Eldrad ted Mid, 
when he first came to witness's house, that he intoidad 
to go away shortly, and his conduct was fiur and apt 
suspicious. The defendants were very intiniate to- 
gether. 

The most important witness ^Ba the third, a Mr. 
Buzby, who keeps a tavern over in New Jersey ,.abottt 
5 miles from Camden. He stated that on the monung 
of the 151h of July last. Strong one of the defcndanii, 
came to his house on foot, with saddlebags and a bundle. 
He said he hnd been to town to sell his cattle, and want- 
ed to buy a horse with his spare money.— Bo*by told 
him of a horse to sell in the neighbourhood, but be dif- 
played no anxiety to buy him. . He called for breakfiuC. 
As it was preparing, up rides Eldred astride of a brown 
horse, with the identical white marks described by tbe 
prosecutor. The two thieves instantly beg^ to bargaia 
for the horse, and finally agreed on a price, which was 
$85. They breakfasted togetlier, in company with tbo 
witness, and as soon as they had finished, they got tlie 
witness to write a receipt for the home; it was signed 
but no money passed as Buzby saw; and the hone wa» 
finally delivered to Strong. 

Attorney General. Then Strong caned off the hone ^ 

Witness. No, the horse carried off Strong. Lomd 
laughier. Eighty-five dollars was above tiic Taloe of 
the horse, and the witness told the purchaser so, reftr- 
ring him to the horse he had first mentioned, that wao 
to sell close by; but Strong pi*eferred this one. 

The Jury, after a moment's dehberation, found a Tcr- 
dict of Guilty. 

G. M. Dallas, Esq. for the Commonwealth, W- 
Badger, Esq. for the defenants. — U. S. Gaz. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

,9urora BoreaUs. — About eight o'clock, the ^vtstami^ 
before last this singular pxenomonon made hs appeannce 
to the north east. For a short time columns of lig^ 
shot up to a g^at height in quick succession, oometimeo 
singly and at others in clusters. The appearance weo- 
very brilliant. It af^em ards changed into a bright stco4f 
light which illuminated the horizon from north eoot to> 
north west. — Ilottstown Axtrora, 

LTCOMING BAIL ROAD AXD COAL COMPART. 

We are much pleased to learn that measures are takinfr 
to organize this company, under the charter granted by 
the Legislature of Pennsylvania at the.last sessSon. "We 
understand it is the intention of the company, if they 
can procure a competent engineer, to have the route ot 
tlieir Rail Roud surveyed and located this fall and 6llaf 
they speak confidently cf its completion by NoirenMbtfiv 
1829. Its whole length, from the Coal Mmes tp ijbe 
West Branch, will be firom 20 to 21 miles. — Lycimitlg 
Gazette, 



A HESO OF THE BETOLITTIOX eOlTK! 

At Washingtoh, Lancaster co. Pa. on Thursdays 
last, in the 93d year of his age, LEWIS UtESCR^ 
He was a native of France, and came to America i ** 
Gen. La Fayette, as an 18 month's man, and i^e 
enlisted with Capt^^Sterger, in the Maryland fin^i 
served to the end of the Revolutionary War. HeBvid . 
in Franklin co. Pa. and was on a visit to his 8oali.a» 
time of his death. 
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UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA. 
Wc have the pleasure to present to our readers the 
Tciy excellent "Inaugural Address of the rier. Wm. H. 
Di Lavcbt, D. D. Fftwoat of the Univenily of Penn- 
VfkmuBt deUvered hefort the Trustees^ Faculty and Stu- 
ieaiii in the College Chapel^ on Wednesday, Septcmher 
mhf 1828." this interesting appeal to the citizens, 
win, we trusty tiot be in vain; but produce the effect 
of irounng the attention of the public to this important 
institutioo, where, under our own eyes, our children may 
eajoj all the advantages, which have usually been ex- 
pected for them from colleges abroad. 
Giirruxsir:-^ 

The TnuteeSf the FaettUy, the Students, and the Friends, 
of the Uhivetsity of Pennsylvania: 
The circumstances under which we meet at the prc- 
lent period are, in every view that can be taken of them, 
pecimrly interesting to us all. 

ToVou, (Jentleraen of the Board of Trustees, tlie oc- 
casion is one of interest, since it is the opening of that 
new courie of exertion in bclialf of the University of 
Pemuylvania, on which the earnest expectation of an 
intercited community, as well as your ow\ equally ear- 
nest denres, are fixed, as the means of its future eleva- 
tiotf; and since, by the recent measures of your Board, 
yoa staad pledged to the public on the responsibility of 
yourWord, honor, reputation, and stewardship, to throw 
the entire weight of your extended and powerful influ- 
ence into the scale of the institution of which you are 
the constituted guardians. 

To us, my brethren of the Faculty, the present oir- 
toiMtattces are interesting almost beyond the power of 
anetfimate. For, whetlier the view be just or unjust, 
a icntmiziiig poblic invariably associates the prosperity 
ordecliite of a literary institution with the character, di- 
llgeaoe and talents, of those who conduct its govern- 
Bunt ttod its instructions; and they cannot be deterred 
from regarding, nor from pronouncing, the nieasure of 
^ former the certam standard of the latter. To us, 
theni the present occasion marks the commencement of 
a Gveer of labor in which not merely our personal and 
demartic interests, but, to a wide extent, our character 
andilattding with the miblic, are deeply implicated. 

Tto 3nHi, younjf gentlemen, the Students of tlie Uni- 
rert^, oar present meeting is one of interest, because 
it if m^ beginning of a system of instruction and disci- 
pline in some respects new, under the tuition and con- 
trol oT a faculty^ who are in some degree strangers to 
fod; hut who, rtevertheless will cheerfully pledge a 
p«*yr*f1 interest m your welfare, and their utmost ener- 
gy id tbe effort to expand your minds, enlarge your ac- 
qnirtsieiits, imd implant the seeds of that knowledge 
vluola nmst be the mundation of your future eminence, 
retStccCability, and happiness in the world. 

Totfae friends of the University, under which term I 
tnfftiiMy be included not only the^ respectable audience 
Wboui f now address, but the great majority of the com- 
mrtfity within the limits of Philadelphia, the present 
MfT^iny may be pnAiounced interesting in the extreme. 
An Institution, which was ori^nally called into life for 
jviir libcofAiiiodJttien; and which, h^ywever it may retain 
Vo^* II. 27 



a nominal, can have no efficient and profitable existence 
without yoin* patronage and favor, is on Uie eve of an 
intended resuscitation; and, at this moment, comes for- 
ward to ask at your hands, not only a candid interpreta- 
tion of the measures of its Governors, but a favorable 
estimate of its present claims; and your countenance to 
the united exertions of its Trustees and Faculty, to i-cn-^ 
der it, in respect of its future discipline and instructions, 
as worthy of your support, as it is, in regard to its loca- 
tion, deserving of your favour. Kvcry individual among 
us, who now sustains^ or who shall ever sustain, the eri- 
dearing and tender rclatioiTs of a parent, must respond 
from his inmost soul to the present effort to revive a col- 
lege, where his sons may attain an adequate collegiate 
education without encountering the increased expenses^ 
and the moral perils, of an csti-angemcnt from the de- 
lights, associations, and counsels, of the parental roofV 

It will strike you at once, that as respect* the indivi- 
dual who addresses you on thie occasion in a new capaci- 
ty, the present circumstances are of a kind calculated 
to im])ress him deeply. I stand before you the incum- 
bent. of a station wholly unsolicited; the distinction of 
which is fully cqiLillcd by its difficulties; and in which 
the responsibility to the Board who have honored roc 
with the appointment, to the Faculty with whom I am 
called to act, to the youth who shall become the alumni of 
the Institution, and to the parents who may commit 
their ofilipring to its care, is, and is felt to be, of the deep- 
est and most solemn kind. To this office, if I bring na 
large amount of the peculiar experience which belongir 
to it, I may venture to say that I do bring the most cordial 
interest, the purpose of entire devotion, and the strongs 
est convictions of its high responsibility. Such as my 
talents, information, and experience are, they shall be 
unsparingly bestowed upon its duties. I should shrink, 
however, from the station, were it not that I trust to be 
sustained by the wisdom, zeal, and experience of a most 
enlightened and influential Board of Trustees — by the 
talent, established characters, and tried capacities, of 
the able and learned Faculty with whom 1 am associa- 
ted? by the favorable views of this distinguished com-' 
munity ; and, especially, by the favour, guidance, and 
blessing of Him, on whon), neither on tliis, nor on any 
ot{ier occasion, would 1 omit to acknowledge my dc< 
pcndencc. 

The ver}* brief period which has elapsed between the 
date of my appointment and the present moment, added 
to the burden of the preparatoiy arrangements of the 
new system, necessarily precludes my attempting at this 
time, any thing more than a rapid sketch of the benefits 
of a collegiate education; a brief developement of the 
system of instruction and disciphne adopted in the Unir 
versity; and the exhibition of some of tliose clainAs 
which it is conceived an Institution located in this city . 
has upon the fostering encouragement of the public 

In displaying jhc benefits of a collegiate education, 
it may be stated as one of its principal advantages^ that 
collegiate studies invigorate the mind. 

That curious machine which the all "\yise and omnipo^ 
tent Creator has placed within our frames, unlike th£ 
workmanship of human hands, is strengthened and im^ 
proved the more it is employed. Its ctherial jpateriala 
do not wear out, and break, and thus stop its progress, 
like the yielding substances around us, which use or ac- 
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pident deteriorate, render useless, or destroy. The 
mindU strengthened by use. The studies therefore 
which are best adapted to exercise its utmost powers 
are, at the same time, best calculated to stimulate them. 
Of this character are the studies pursued in a collegiate 
course, and which are usually arranged under the four 
comprehenMve departments of the Languages^ Moral 
Phikttophy^ Natural Philosophy t v^nd MatXtmaiics. They 
extort from tlic student the application of memory, 
judgment, discrimination, attention, and the feculty of 
reasoning. The mind is drawn out as it were fi-om its 
recesses of ignorance and inactivity. It is made to 
work. — ^to apply all its powers — to collect, compare, and 
digest the subjects on which it is fixed. Some branches 
'of the course may exert the invigorating in6uence more 
powerfully than others; but there is not one of them 
that finis to exert it to a degree. Their united influence 
is forcible indeed: and it is as impossible to prosecute 
these studies without adding vigor to the mental pow- 
ers, at to engage in a system of corporeal exercise with- 
out strengthenmg the body. Collegiate studies are the 
gyrnnastics of the intellect. 

These studies are, 'also, calculated to expand Ihe 
mind. UnKkc material vessels, the more you crowd into 
the mind, the more capacious it becomes. It opens un- 
der the influence of study, as the flower unirolds its 
leareh to the invip)rating rays of the sun. But it differs 
from the flower m the extent of its expanding property. 
In the latter, when its leaf is wholly unclosed, and its 
brilliant bosom unveiled tothe king of day, it has reach- 
ed tlie limit of its display; its beauties are fully seen. 
But in the mind, there is no reaching the confines of iu 
powers of improvement. They widen, and lengthen,. 
and deepen, with every step of progress. The farther 
, you advance, the more boundless is the prospect: the 
deeper you penetrate, the more unfathomable seems the 
abyss: the loftier the flight, the more distant appears 
the brilliant canopy which encloses its exertions. 

Now it is the enect of collegiate studies to further 
this progressive improvement of the mind; to remove 
the ODStacles which cramp it; to dispel the ignorance 
and timidity which hinder its expansion. A host of new 
ideas are admitted: new combinations of thought arise^ 
more extended views crowd out the narrow conceptions 



' of ignorance X the secret causes of the phenomena of 
nattire are unfolded. A multitude of visible appearan- 
ces on which before it had looked with the common as- 
tonishment of ignorance as inexplicable, arc now un- 
veiled to its apprehension. The connexions of argu- 
ment arc traced, and the dependencies of reasoning dis- 
cerned. The beauties of authors once read with no 
other associations but those of a task, are perceived and 
felt. The mind looks in upon itself, learns Whence the 
thoughts ariso) and haw they may oe reduced to tlie 
order of continuous and connected expression. The 
hidden treasurer of its vernacular tongue are brought 
ftirth to its view, acquired and relished; and the delight- 
ed vouth begins to read not 'merely with his eye, but 
with his understanding. It is not meant that collegiate 
studies complete the furniture of the mind, nor that 
thev carry it to the extremity of information on the sev- 
eral topics which they embrace. They are designed rather 
to open 'to^ the student the avenues of knowledge on 
various subjects, by disclosing its principles and mode 
of application^ to remove the difficulties which lie in 
such abundance at their entrance; and to furnish him 
with a chart and compass by which he may traverse any 
branch of the great sea of knowledge with safety, profit 
and delight 

With the expanding effect of collegiate studies on 
the mind, there is connected a pleasure which yields in 
force to none but those deep emotions of delight which 
flow from the religion of the cross, and which are oc- 
casionally allotted to a long tried, consistent, and solid 
piety. I refer to that indescribable feeling of satisfac- 
tion which accompanies the acquisition of knowledge. 
SoineCimes tiie emotion is felt Tdicn the mind is in the 



act of receiving any of those new combihations of 
thought to which it was before a stranger. Sometimes 
the feeling is experienced when the ingenuous ydntli, 
with every faculty stretched into eager attention, is Kt^ 
tening to the expositions of hisjnstructor unfolding to 
him the secret cause of some obvious phenomena as 
long familiar to his eye as inexplicable to his mind. 
Sometimes this pleasure is tasted when, after a laborious 
and almost desponding investigation of some intricate 
point of science, the right apprehension of it suddenly 
flashes on the mind with the rapidity of lightning, and 
with a thrill of satisfaction, of which those only who 
have experienced it can form an adequate conception. 
It is a mingled emotion of surprise, self-gratulation, and 
delight, constituting an intellectujd pleasure of the high- 
est kind, and is now referred to as an incidental proof of 
the expanding influence of collegiate studies, since it is 
a pleasure which can arise from no other cause but the 
expanding operation of study on the mind. 

Collegiate studies give method and precision to the 
mental operations; and this constitutes another most be- 
neficial effect produced by them on the minds and habits 
of the young. 

In the first openings of the human mmd all its opera- 
tions are vague, desultory, and unconnected. It flutters 
about from one topic to another, but scarcely dwelling 
upon any one long enough to inhale its substantial bene- 
fits. To fix its attention and subdue its volatility; to 
give permanency to the evanescent impressions which 
are made upon it; to shut out the influence of cfiverting 
•and interrupting objects; and to tr^ it to that power 
of abstraction wnich is essential to the due. acquisition 
of knowledge; these constitute a work of which every 
parent and every teacher has felt the necessity and the 
difficulty^ and the prosecution of which is as vexatious 
and burdensome to them as the performance of it is es- 
sential to the successful education of the child. The 
capacity of fully concentrating the mind is indeed one 
of the most difficult, and one of the latest acquisitions 
that b made by men. To thousands who attempt the 
search, it is a jewel never found. And yet in almost 
every department of human occupation, it is an acqui- 
sition of most commanding importance. It involves dis- 
crimination, judgment, coolness, the power of abstrac- 



tion, and that subjection of the understanding to the 
will, which the most rigid discipline only can accom- 
plish. "Without it, no man can excel in any profession 
in which eminence depends upon the labours of the 
mind. "Without it, the lawyer would become bewil- 
dered, the physicuina trifler with human sufTcrings and 
human life, the philosopher a dreamer, the mercliant 
confounded by the complications of his business, and 
the divine lost amidst the opposing s>"stems* views, trans- 
lations and expositions, tlirough which he must pass on 
his way to religious truth. In short, the mind unposess- 
ed of this power of concentration, in the midst of its 
pursuits, most resembles the surface of the sea covered 
by the w^rcck and fragments of the Trojan fleet-* 

Now, it is the tendency of collegiate studies to exer- 
cise the mind with a view to the remedy of this striking 
evil. They compel the student to fix his attention. 
They force him to practise this concentration of mind. 
They impart precision to his views, and method to his 
conceptions. They exercise his powers of discrimiiii- 
tion, taste, and judgment. They constrain him to tlunk; . 
to think connectecfiy and deeply. This is partkubriy 
the effect of mathematical studies, whibt it flows more 
or less from almost every branch of his collegiate p«f^ 
suits. If these studies be engaged in with zeal and !■• 
dufitry, the result w^ill be inevitable. It is only by thk 
constant exercise on subjects which cannot be parsucd 
without more or less abstraction, that the mind can be 
trained to a steady application of its powers. Su^ sub- 
jects wage an unceasing war with mental volatility. And 
he who has once encountered the demonstrations of 

• "^rma virum, tabulieq: et Troia gaza per undss.*^ 
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Eticlid, or the problems of the hig^her matbemotica, or 
even becoiiic- thoroug-hl} versed in the principles of uny 
single seience, w cU knows thut to gather up the lubri- 
cous particles of mercury between the fingers, is as hope- 
ful ail attempt as to prosecute thes2 studies effectually 
with a confused or unconcentratcd mind. Collegiate 
studies may be considered as constituting the mentul 
training of the intellectual soldier, without which it is 
as unlikely that he should prosecute his future contests 
with prejudice, sophistry, and ignorance successfully, as 
that the raw recruit, unpKictised in the tactics which he 
ii called to exercise, should be able to contend with the 
steady diacipUne and skillful evolutions of the vete- 
nm. 

It would occupy us loo long to dwell, even in the 
coraory manner in which 1 have touched the preceding 
topics, on r11 the benefits of a collegiate education. 
Besides their stimulating and expanding influence, and 
the effect they produce in teaching the mind the full 
andefBcient use of its various powers, these studies 
furnish a source of subsequent satisfaction in whatever 
situation the individual may be placed, by storing his 
mind with principles, facts, conclusions, and truths, on 
which it may feed with profit and delight, in defiance of 
the lib of fortune; or to which he may recur as the fu- 
ture means of repairing seculai* losses, and re-cstablish- 
iog himself in the world on a footi;ig of support, if not 
of independence. The treasures which may be here 
acquired, unlike the fleeting possessions of tlie world, 
have a stamp of permanence upon them. The well 
famished yoi^h, when he quits the placid groves of 
learning, may be compelled to betake himself to pur- 
suits in a great degree foreign to the particular studies 
in which he was here engaged, and in which but a limit- 
ed portion of the knowledge here obtained, can be turn- 
ed to effectual use. But whatever be his occupation he 
carries with him, not barely a consciousness of the« ac- 
quifitions, but that beneficial influence which they have 
already exerted upon his mind, views, and habits, and 
that general knowledge of them, which both disposes 
and qumfifies him to apply them, if not to any secular 
uses, at least to the promotion of his mental pleasures. 
It has often happened, also, that a collegiate education 
hai been the resource of misfortune in its day of an- 
piiAi, When the ebbing tide of human aflTairs has left 
the once prosperous indindual, like a stranded vessel, 
forlorn, bereft, suri'ounded by a flock of distressed de- 
pendents, and every obvious mean of subsistence car- 
ried off by the remorseless wave, in casting about his de- 
sponding thoughts for some medium of 8upport,he is bro't 
to the necessity of making an application of his know- 
ledge. He^egins to clearaway the rubbish which through 
indolence, or from not feeling the necessity of exertion, 
he had allowed to collect around his mind, and soon dis- 
covers to his delight the solid but neglected materials of 
a foundation which was laid under the auspices of a col- 
I^; And on this he erects that edifice of nuuntenance, 
perhaps of wealth, which, in the days of youth and pros- 
perity, no pressure required him to build. 

It should not be forgotten, that the studies here pur- 
ioed ire calculated to produce an elevated tone of mmd, 
uid to infuse a portion of their own dignity into the 
▼Jews and habits of the learner. The associations into 
vhich the youth is introduced* are those of the most 
<liitii^aished men of every age. He discourses with 
philosophers, whose names have long been synonimous 
with fiteraiy fiime. He imbibes the sentiments of poets 
SQdhit|orians, who, for centuries, have been the theme 
of admitration to the world. He enters iuto the myste- 
ries of science, in the company of men who have penetrat- 
ed to the inmost recesses of its various departments'. He 
BiteQs to the thunders of that eloquence, which, from the 
stem lips of a Demosthenes, waked the slumbering en- 
ergies ol Greece { or from the more polished tongue of 
Cicero^ arrested, fora time, that decay into which foreign 
loxAiy juid an unwieldly dominion were hurrying the 
majestic republic that claimed the limits of the Imown 



world as the boundaries of \x» empire. The opinions 
ajMl views which he inhales from suchjuisociates, are of 
the loftiest and most comprehensive kind. It would be 
in opposition to all analog^' and all experience to imagine 
that such asso«iati<)ns wdl not elevate and dignify his 
character, enlarge and liberalize his mind, and stamp his 
intellectual habits with some ennobling as well as per- 
manent impressions. He cannot breauie in such an at- 
mosphei-e, without imbibing a portion of its elevated 
spirit or its sterling vigor. 

It will be seen at once, that, if collegiate studies pro- 
duce the effects which have been now enumerated— if 
they stimulate, expand, ennoble, and inform the mind, 
and give precision and method to its operations, they 
must obviously be calculated to prepare the individual 
who submits to this discipline, for the pursuit of any pro- 
fessional engagement on which his eye may be fixeed: 
for of which of the professions can it, with any truth, 
be said, that it needs not, in the acquisition or the prac- 
tice of it, the xnental energy, expansion, elevation, and 
precision, to which I have referred. Collegiate attain- 
ments are the foundation on which the edifice of future 
professional knowledge is to be reared: and its S3niime- 
try, strength, and durability, will be in exact pro|>ortion 
to the character of this gi*oimdwork on which it is to 
rest. If this be feeble, disproportioned, carelessly eon- 
structed, or of bad materials, it cannot serve for any 
other than a defective, insecure, unstable building. And 
even if the youthful student is not destined for either of 
the learned professions, the mental training which he 
undergoes in college, and the knowledge which he here 
acquires, will not be thrown away. They will aid him 
in whatever occupation he may choose to eneage. 1 hey 
will not be lost to him in the fields of agriculture, at the 
marts of commerce, on the mountain wave, or in the 
tented field. 

It will not be deemed necessary to cite the authority 
of names in behalf of the benefits of collegiate educa- 
tion. In general, it will be found that, in modem times* 
the most distingmshed names, in every branch of learn- 
ing, have been once inscribed upon the records of a 
college. And among the comparatively few excep- 
tions that may be discovered, where native talent has 
broken forth by its innate elasticity, and in despite of all 
obstacles reached in triumph the summit of distinction, 
the want of collegiate training, and of the collegiate at- 
tainments, has been, in general, strongly felt, and deep- 
ly deplored. To us, it must ever be an argument of 
overwhelming force upon this subject, that tiie Father 
of American Philosophers, the venerable Franklin, the 
indomitable vig^r of whose mind nuaed him, unaided 
by any collegiate advantages, to the highest rank in the 
scientific as in the potitiod history of his country, was 
among the founders of the collegiate institution vith 
which we are connected. 

In explaining the course of instruction, and the nature 
of the discipline adopted in the University, I may re- 
mark, that, in respect to the amount and the character 
of the studies to be pursued in the college, she need 
not shrink from a comparison with any of her sister m^ 
stitutions. The published statement ^a) of the course, 
evinces it to be, in respect of classical and scientifie 
knowledge, as full and comprehensire as, in the present 
state of learning, and in any portion of our country, has 
been deemed requisite for a collegiate educati o n. By % 
recent determination of the Board, the coUeriate year 
h^ been divided into three terms, (b) at ue end of 
each of which, public examinations of the classes will be 
held, when the parents and guardians of the youth en- 
trusted to the college, will be able to form some judg- , 
ment of the efficiency of our exertions, and of the pfiK 
gress of their offspring and wards. 

The important branches of elocution and English 
composition, areto be made subjects of itady and prac- 
tice during the whole four years of the eoHegiate 
course; and the graduates of this institution are net to 
be allowed to leave it, entirely ignorant of that i 
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«ible foundation pn which the truth of our ilivine religion 
ja built The evidences oi Christianity will hereafter con- 
stitute a branch in the course of their instniction. 

The manner in which these several subjects will be 
taught, and the extent to which they will be attained, 
must depend upon the efficiency and zeal of the profes- 
sors, and the capacity and diligence of the student. For 
the exertions of tlie former, you have not merely the 
authority of an explicit eng-ag^cmant, but the guarantee 
of their reputation and intei*est, which are staked to a. 
wide extent upon the success of the collegiate depart- 
ment of the University. In regard to the assiduity of the 
students, so far as it depends upon the faculty, the same 
plcd^fe exists on our part to foster it where it is found, 
ta excite where it is dormant, and to infuse it where 
k is wanting. But as no power is reposed witli us to 
change the nature of that capacity with wliich any stu- 
dent may be endowed by his Creator, we are not to be 
held answerable for the ignorance or dulness which re- 
sults from such a cause. It will be our duty to encou- 
- rage the timid, to rouse the heavy, to excite the indolent, 
J;q ^ the volatile, as well aa to guide the prompt and to 
fad. tke Assiduous. And when this duty has been faith- 
fully peiformed, we must comniit the result to Him, 
who, while he commands us to labour, himself retains 
the entire control of our success. 

Tl^e discipline of a college is the most difficult, and, 
fit the same time, the most material part of its economy. 
'I'ht youths of our charge, whilst they strcnuoiisly as- 
sert Uie claim to be treated as men, arc apt very often to 
conduct themselves like boys. To curb the volatility of 
youtl) witli tlie rein of decision and judgment, to induce 
the student to respect others by making him respect 
himself, to destroy the temptations to folly by 9. full oc- 
cupation of tlie time, to combine in our intercourse with 
^he young men the firmness of the governor ^and tlie 
idignity of the teacher, with the affability of the associate 
and the interest of the fiiend — these are the principles 
of that government which it is proposed to establish. 
The cords of discipline are to be tightened. A close 
jadherence to the rules of the college in respect to dili- 
gence, attention, and deportment, will be exacted of 
every individual; and exacted, too, not from the mere 
4esire of rigor, but from a much higher principle — ^from 
the conscientious conviction that we owe it to the yoimg 
inen themselves, to the pai-cnts and guardians who shall 
entn^t ^em to our care, and to the character of the Uni- 
versity, to pursue in regard to these points a temperate 
)>ut decided and undeviating course. 
^ In calling your attention to the claims of the Univer- 
sity, I can do but little more than barely state tlie 
grounds on which they rest They are founded on the 
idvantages which the institution affords for the attain- 
ment of education; and on its being an institution be- 
l 9<mglng to our city, and more or less connected with its 
, ^hioacter and reputation. For efficient and permanent 
patronage, our eyes must be ever fixed upon the distin- 
guished community among whom we are placed. In the 
li9^ of the advantages which it offers, I do not hesitate to 
Pf^mQ the following as eminently worthy of considera- 
tion with every pai*ent and every guardian within the 
limits of our city. 

U is ai; institution as broad in its principles, and as 
pompirehe^siye in its course of instruction, as any col- 
Jege within our common country. 

tt furnishes an opportunity of educating your sons 
jrith the least possible cixpense. 

It presents the advantage of connecting your own su- 
perintendence of their morals with the attainment of a 
fiiU oo|legiate education. 

It affoms to you a frequent opportunity of witnessing 
fOid judging of their progress. 

It supplies to them the benefit, and to you the satis- 
^tion o!jf a cDnstant mutual intercourse. 

It casts no necessary clog upon the maintenance and 
cultivation of qiose dignified and embellished manners 
W}^^f ^^ ^ 4i»^nce fron^ home, and in tlje rough circles 



of mere male associates, are so often wrecked on the 
shoals of nncouthness ami vulgarity. 

It uncloses none of the avenues to those commotioM 
and difficulties which grow out of the almost prying su- 
pervision which in disiant colleges, is absolutely needful. 

In short it leaves them, in regard to morals, to health, 
to intellect, and to accomplishments, under the watch- 
ful inspection of that eye, which, of all others, looks widi 
the deepest interest and most untiring devotion to their 
temporal and eternal welfare. 

It becomes not the Faculty, with whom 1 am conntct- 
ed, to claim as a body, an equality with the ins^cton 
of otlier institutions: but, in behalf of some of my asso- 
ciates, (c) I may venture to refer to that distinctiim 
which has been already won by them on the tr«na of 
education, and placed them in their respective depart- 
ments on an eminence tliat challenges, to say the least, 
the fullest confidence of this community. Elected to 
the several offices we hold by the vote of gentlemen 
who, both as parents and as members of the same com- 
munity, have as hig^ a stake in this institution as your- 
selves, we ask, on the authority of the confidence 
which they have reposed in us, a favourable estimate of 
our fitness to undertake the instruction of your offsptring; 
and the supply^of those materials on which.our workman- 
sliip is to be tested. Without such a degree of patronsEC 
as shall enable us to exercise stich talents and aptitude wr 
our present stations as we may possess, it roust beob« 
vious that capacity and zeal will aMl us nothing. "We 
regard it as a decided and g^ratifying earnest of that 
confidence which We hope to merit, that thr number of 
those newly admitted to the College, alr^t^ exceeds 
the number with which it was committed to our hands.* 
At a moment when we are just placing on our limbs the 
armor of battle, it does not become us to express aor 
to indulge the boastful feelings of those, who, having 
triumphed in the contest, are permitted to unclasp the 
helmet and the buckler, to repose in the arms of con- 
quest. We are aware of the difficulties of the under- 
taking in which we are enlisted; and, whilst we engage 
in it with humility, we see not the red and lowering sky 
which betokens an adverse result; but are rather buoy^ 
ed with the hopes that public confidence will not be 
wanting in our characters, nor public patronage be with- 
held from our eftbrts, nor public benefits fail to accrue 
from our labours. 

To you, young gentlemen, who are the subjects of our 
present charge, it is proper that I should address a few 
words of council. Letitbe your endeavour fully to appre- 
ciate the advantage allotted to you in having a collegiate 
education placed within your reach. Jt is a pnvilege which 
many have sighed for, and which comparativeljr fitw 
enjoy, and which may be made the source of happiness, 
distinction, and profit, to yourselves, and of unspeaka. 
ble gratificjition to your parents and friends. If youf ca- 
reer be marked by diligence and assiduity, and by the 
spirit of order and decorum, it will issue'in the results 
which I have named. The meritorious student will be 
honoured. But, if neglectful of your privileges and d|h 
ties, and in defiance of the authority and counsels, of 
your instructors, you should waste your time, disregard 
your studies, and violate the statutes of the College, Qie 
stem requisitions of discipline will demand that the derd 
which unites you to this institution should be sevcre^r- 
severed to the discredit of yxyur own characters, and. at 
the eif pense of an amount of parental grief and an^^tdik, 
which it is difficult for you to estimate. The li]|j)^. 
thrill of satisfaction that penetrates the bosoga ot thpf^, 
rent is felt, when he witnesses distinctions be8tow<|d 
upon his offspring, won bv their mental and theu*'niQi4 
efforts. His deepest feehng" of distress is tasted,' when 
he sees them discredited by unworthy conduct, pr'djs- 
gfraced by voluntary ignorance and indolence. The in- 



* When the College opened, twenty-one of its former 
students returned. The number newly adini^ed i^, thir- 
ty-six; m^ng a total of fifty-seven. 
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tarcouneto be nuuntained between yourselvei and the 
Faculty, will be marked, on our part, with kindness^ 
affection, and courtesy; but, 'at the same time, with the 
firm determination ^ exact from you that respect 
whid^ is due to our stations, and which it is honourable 
in you to manifest; and that dili^nt attention to your 
collegiate studies and duties, which wc should be un- 
ftitbful to you, to your parents, and to ourselves, not to 
r^uire. The Board of Tmstees have placed in our 
hands a larger amount of authority in the discipline of 
the College, than has hitherto been entrusted to the 
Faculty of Arts. While this augments our power, it 
Mcreases also our responsibility; and presents an addi- 
tional motive for the prudent and temperate, but Jirm 
adnnnistration of the collegiate government. From all 
who shall unite themselves to this institution, a solemn 
promise is exacted that they will be obedient to its sta- 
tu^ respect its Faculty, avoid all combinations to re- 
sist its authority, and pursue their studies with assiduity 
and zeal. Let me express the hope, that neither tlie 
letter nor the spirit of this engfagement will be violated 
^J yo»i5 that'the recent elevation of the college system, 
will be accompanied by a corresponding elevation of 
the characters^ feelings, and habits, of its students; and 
that the career which we have now commenced to- 
gether, may in its result, redound to your honour and 
profit, to our credit and satisfaction, and to the perma- 
■ent and solid welfare of the University of Pennsylva- 
nia, id) 

NOTES. 
{d) Uh iviRsiTT or Peskstltaitia. 

The requisitions for entrance into the Freshman 
Class *fc as follows: — "Every applicant shall have 
read Virgil, Sallust, and the Odes of Horace, in the La- 
^ The New Testament, Lucian's Dialogues, Xeno- 
phon's Cyropedia, and the Graca Minora of Dalzel, in 
the Greek language: and learned quantity and scanning 
in each. He shall also have been taught Arithmetic, 
Micluding fractions, and the extraction of roots: English 
Gcammar, and the elements of Modern Geography.** 

The course of instruction in the Collegiate Depart- 
ment of the Unitersity, will be as follows, viz. 
Fkeshxa^ Yxar. 

WUk the MjuUtant Professor of Moral Philosophy. — 
Cicero's Orations. English Grammar reviewed. Themes. 
Bqmaa and Grecian Antiquities. English Composition. 
Declanuition. 

Wtih the Frofessor of Languages.-^B.OT&cey (Odes 
re?iewed, and satires,) Epictetus. Grxca Majora, VoL 
!• Greek exercises. 

Wiih the Professor of Maihemaiits. — Arithmetic re- 
viewed. Algebra, to quadratic equations inclusive. 
£ui^^d*s elements oi Geometry. 

SOFHOXOKX TXAB. 

WUhikeAmMtani Professor of Moral Phihsophy,— 
Hiitoiy and Geography, ancient and Modern. Rhetor- 
ic Criticiam. Elocution. English Composition. De- 



i ika Professor of Languages. — Cicero, de offidis 
dit^rtdore.) Terence. Horace, (Epistles and art of 
Poetry.) Graeca Majora Vol. I. completed. Homer's 
V^mA^ . Latin and Greek exercises. 

Wttk the Prf^emoT of 3fa/Aei7Mi/te9.— Elements of Al- 
ge^ and Geometry completed. Application of Alge- 
Erato Geometry. Plam Trigonometry (tlic dentonstra- 
tiMiiiydytically.) Surveying and Mensuration. Spher- 
ical Qeometry and Trigonometry. 

WlSi Prcfimor of Natural PMhsophy.—Mmtvalogy 
and Qtfliogy, Natural Philosophy commenced. 
Jvirioa Ybah, 

WUhtlkjSm^afitPrqfessor of Moral PhUmophy.-^ 
Logic .General Granunar. Moral Philosophy. Eng- 
Grii CompoMtion . Forensic cjucu^ioi^ 



With the Professor of Languages, — Juvenal Per- 
seus. Livy Grxca Maipra, Vol. II. 

With the Professor of Mathemutics. — Perspective CJco- 
graphy, includmg the use of Globes and construction of 
Maps and Charts. Higher Algebra. Analytical Geo- 
metry including conic sections. Diiferential Calculus 
(Fluxions.) 

WUh the Professor of Nalural Philosophy, — Natural 
Philosophy completed. Chemistry. \ 

Senior Year. 

With the Professor of Languages. — Longinus. For- 
mer authors reviewed or completed^ 

With the Professor of Mathemaiics. — Integral Calcu- 
lus. Analytical Dynamics with the application to Phy- 
sical Astronomy. 

With the Professor of Natural Philosophy, — Astrono- 
my. Courses of Natural Philosophy ana Chethistry — a 
second time. 

With the Proww/.—Evidences of Natural and Reaveal- 
ed Religion. Metaphysics^ Natural and Political Law. 
Elocution. Composition. Forensic discussions. 

(jb) The first terra of the collegiate year will com- 
mence on the 15th day of September, and end on the 
22d day of December. 

The second term will commence on the 6th day of 
January, and end on the 15th day of April. 

The third term will commence on the Ist day of May, 
and end on the last day of July; on which day the publio 
commencement will be held, unless it be Sunday, in 
which case the commencement will take place the pre- 
ceding Saturday. 

When the terms commence on Saturday, the exercises 
of the College will begin on the Monday after. Wheh 
the terms end on Sunday, the duties of the College will 
terminate the preceding Satlirday. 

(c) Dr. Robert Adrain, Professor of Mathematics, 
and the Rev. Dr. Samuel B . Wylie, Professor of Lan* 
guages; — ^the former of whom was, at different periods, ' 
a distinguished instructor in Columbia College, N. York, ■ ' 
and Rutgers CoDege, New Bi-unswick, New Jersey; and^ 
is well known as ranking with the most profound mathe^-^ 
maticians in the country, — and the latter was for many ^ 
years at the head of one of the first classical schools in 
the city of. Philadelphia, equally distinguished for the 
extent of his classical attainments, and for his success 
both as a disciplinarian and an instructor. 

Alexander Dallas Bache, Esq. was eminently success- 
ful as assistant Professor of Natural Philosophy in the 
Militaiy Academy at West Point. 

{d) The ensuingbrief history of the University is collect 
ed from the interesting discourse of Dr. George B. 
Wood, pronounced in 1826, before the Philomathean 
Society —a society connected with the University, un-* 
der the management of the under graduates, the de- 
sign of which is to promote their improvement in elocu- 
tion, composition, and forensic discussions, — 

" The subject of the adoption of an extended and libe* 
ral system of instruction, suited to the wants of a nu- 
merous and mixed people, had frequently engaged the : 
attention of a few indiTiduals, among whom our great 
Franklin, ever prominent in works of public usefulness,' 
was one of the roost conspicuous. Their sentiments 
having been communicated to several others, excited 
considerable interest; and the plan of an academy was 
at lengUi drawn up by Franklin, and submitted to the 
approval of those who appeared to be concerned for the 
success of the project. Twenty-four of the most re- 
spectable and influential citizens, without rcg^ard to <fif. 
ference of religious opinion, or of professional 'Pursuit, * 
associated themselves together under the title or < Trus- 
tees of tiie Academy of Philadelphia.' The schema • 
was now laid before the public, and its patronage re- 
questec}* Such was the spirit of the people, and so ob- • 
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vioiTS the promised advantages, that an adequate sum 
was speedily subscribed; and, in the commencement of 
the year 1750» the academy went into operation. Three 
schools, one for the J^atin, one for the mathematics, and 
one for the English tong-uc, were immediately opened; 
two charity schools were soon atlded? and so flourishing^ 
was the condition of the institution, and so fair its pros- 
pects of permanent success, that the trustees determined 
to apply for a charter of incorporation, which, in the 
year 1753, they obtained from the proprietary govern- 
ment. 'I'he prosperity wMch continued to attend the 
undertaking, soon induced them to expand their views 
beyond the limits of a simple academy. In the year 
1755 the charter, at their request, was so altered, as to 
confer upon them the nght of gi-anting degrees, of ap- 
pointing professors, and of assuming, in all other rc- 
spcct3, tiie character of a collegiate body. They now 
took the title of * Trustees of the College, Academy, 
and Charity School, of Philadelphia.* " 

** The Hev. Dr. William Smith, the first provost, was 
a mad of distinguished abilities, and of no mean reputa- 
tion as a writer. The degree of doctor in <3ivinity, con- 
ferred upon him by the university of Oxford, and subse- 
aiiently by the learned faculties of Aberdeen and Dub- 
lui, evinces the esteem in which his station, talents, and 
exertions, were held in Europe. The vice-provost, the 
Rev. Dr. Allison, had long been favourably known in 
the province, as a private teacher. Mr. Kinnersley, 
professor of English and oratory, was the associate of 
Franklin in his investigations into the subject of elec- 
tricity; and the merit of 'several discoveries in this sci- 
ence is claimed for him by his cotemporaries. The pro- 
fessor of languages was reputed to be inferior, as a clas- 
sical scholar^ to none on the continent." 

*• The pecuniary resources upon which the trustees 
r^ictd, were wholly independent of legislative assistance. 
To the private contributions of the citizens, by which 
Hiey had originally been enabled to commence their 
O|)karatioiifl, were subsequently added grants of land and 
money by the proprietaries, and subscriptions to a con- 
nderable amount obtained by the personal application 
of the provost, from the fHeivds of learning in England. 
The funds derived from these sources, united with the 
proceeds of the school itself, were sufficient to maintain 
"ft io a prosperous state, till the breaking out of the revo- 
. luitionaiy contest. The storm which swept away so 
m^ny political institutions, and changed, in some mea- 
mifCt the face of civil society, could not be expected to 
leave untouched, an establishment, the influence of 
which, if properly exerted, might " bear so strongly 
uppQ the welfare of the country. A provision of the 
charter demanded from the officers of the college, be- 
fore .entering upon their duties, an oath of alkgiance to 
the king of Great Britain; and it was suspected that the 
inclinatiousof some of the most influential among them, 
were but too well in accordance with the obligation of 
their oath. Accordingly, in the year 1779, it was re- 
commended by the executive council, that the affairs of 
the college should be made the subject of examination 
by the legislature; that whatever in its charter or man- 
angement should be found incompatible with the new 
oraer of things, should be abrogated, and the whole re- 
modelled, BO as at once to preserve the original objects 
of the founders, and religiously to guard the best inte- 
restftof the community. The sentiments of the Assem- 
bly were in perfect agreement with those of the Coun- 
dl, and a law was enacted, by which it was hoped they 
might attain the end proposed. The oath of allegiance in 
the former charter was transferred to the commonwealth; 
aU the of^Qta of the institution were declared vacant; a 
new board of Trustees was appointed; and the old ap- 
pellation of C6lleg^, Academy, and Charity School of 
Philadelphia, was exchanged for the more highly sotmd- 
ing title of University of Pennsylvania. To show that 
they were actuated by no hostility to knowledge itself, 
they not only vested in the new trustees the property 
of which Ae college Wfcs before possessed, but granted I 



to the "* rViversity a very considerable endowment out 
of the for ited estates. However arbitrary the proceed- 
ing migh^ e considered, it accorded with the predomi- 
nant fcelii >f the times; and the party who felt them- 
selves- ag^ ved Jjriving used expostulation -hi vain, 
were\:omf • od to yield for the present, and appeal for 
redress to ^. period of less political excitement. The 
new trustees proceeded immediately to the Organiza- 
tion of the institution. The Rev. ur. John Ewing:, a 
member of the Board, was appointee' 'he provostship, 
and carried into that office a charactc of great moral 
excellence, united with extensive acquirements and in- 
defatigable industry. At the same tire, the celebrated 
Rittenhouse was chosen vice-provost, ihd professor of 
astronomy. 

But the success of the University did not coirespond 
with the lof\y pretensions of its title. Whether the un- 
settled condition of the countrv, consequent upon s 
long war, was unfiivourable to tlie cultivf **on of learn- 
ing; whether the dissatisfaction w'rth • ..ch many re- 
spectable citizens regarded the late measures of the le^ 
gishiture, had turned the current of patronage toward* 
the neighbouring colleges; or whatever cause may have 
operated, certain it is, that the new 8choi>l was seldom 
crowded with students, and its commencement seldom 
g^ced with a numerous band of graduates. 

It could not be expected that the trustees and fiumlty 
of the old college, should acquiesce quietly in what they 
conceived to be an i^rbitrary violation of their rights. 
Many respectable citizens shared in their sentiments and 
feelings, memorials representing their case, were, on 
several occasions, presented to the legislature; and the 
the tumult of party spirit having at lengfth sufficiently 
subsided to allow the voice of justice to be heard, in the 
year 1789, a law was enacted declaring the abro|;atMm 
of their charter an unconstitutional act, and reatormgto 
them the possession of their estates, and the full exerciae 
of their former privileges. 

* ' The new school, however, retained its charter, and 
the property with which the legislature had endowed it. 
There were now, therefore, in Philadelphia, two dia- 
tinct establishments, each having its own board of .a- 
tees, and its own faculty. The college and academj 
were revived under the superintendence of their former 
provost; and the university continued in operation \>ith 
no other change than such as necessarily resulted' 'rom 
the late decision. a.' 

'* From the experience or anticipation of an t^ 'se 
result, the schools of Philadelphia (lad been but . rt 
time in operation, when the wish was expressed, by 
both parties, of increasing their strength by a unio ^ of 
interests. Accordingly, m the year 1791, the umv 
sity and college, in a joint petition to the legislatur 
quested such alterations in the act of incorporati. 
might be necessary for this purpose. A design so - 
viously beneficial, could not fail to mecft with appro^a.; 
and the necessary enactments having been obtained, a 
union on just and satisfactory terms was eiTected. Ab 
equal number of trustees from each institution formed a 
new board, of which the Governor of the state was ear 
officio, president, and which, by the unrestnuned right 
of supplying vacancies, was rendered independent of 
any other control than such as resulted from its obligi^ 
tion to consult the best interest of the seminary entmsl- 
ed to its charge. In the arrangement of the professor- 
8hips,{the same regard was paid to the claims of the re- 
spective parties; and the new faculties in the arts uidiR 
medicine, possessed the united strength of those h%mk 
which the^ were formed. The more compreheniiTe 
title of University of Pennsylvania, absorbed, of courae» 
that of College and Academy, which, after an interrupt* 
ed duration of nearly forty years, with a fame whidi the 
success of numerous graduates had spread over the con- 
tinent, was now finally e^i^tinguished. 

*' Soon after the union of the schools, ^e edifice wbicl| 
had been erected by the. state of Penn'sa. as a retidenee 
for the President df the U. States, but declined on < 
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stitutional founds by Mr. Adams, who then f 4^d the 
office, wis puirchased by the Trustees, and replied to 
the purposes oi^ the university. 

TUus newly cji^nized and located, the iv 'jution has 
remained to t|^e present time without ariy-jj-j^ja the city. 
Dr. Ewing continued to preside over it tilifiti'^ period of 
his deatli. in 1802, since which time his mpe has been 
successively occupied by Dr. M*Dowell, aev. Dr. An- 
drews» the Rev. U^ Beasley, and the present provost." 

The foUowir':,.^^entlemen compose the Board of 
Trustees: 



John Sebgxant, L. L. D. 
Thomas CAnwALLADER, 
Nicholas Biddli, 
Zacchxvs Coixifs, 
P. S.DupoHCKAr, L.L. D. 
Chablss Chaukcst, 
Jos. HoPKiKSozv, L. L. D. 
Joseph R. l2f6£it8oi.L, 
Rev. Phiup F. Matxb, 

D.D. 
Philip H. Nickliv, 
Right Rev. Heh&t U. Oir- 

DXADONK, D. D. 



The GoyxHNoi^Qdr the 
State, ex off^'^j^ Presi- 
dent of the Board. 

Rt. Rev. William White, 
D. D. 

EfiWABO BCTBDj. , 

William R^^J*^ 

BeKXAMIK Itj.^^BSAir, 

James Gibson, 

HOEAGE BiNHST, L. L. D. 

William Mehsdith, 
Beniamih Chew, 
Rev. Jas. P. WiLsoK, D. D. 
Rq^XHT Walk. 

JOSEPH REED, Sccr'y. & Treas. 

The Faculty is now complete, and consists of the 
following genUemen: 

The Itcv. WILLIAM H. DE LANCE Y, D.D. Pro- 
vost, an. I Professor of Moral Philosophy. 

ROBERT ADUAIN, L. L. D. Vice Provost, and Pro- 
lessor of Mathematics. 

The, Rev. SAMUEL B. WYLIE, D. D. Professor of 
Languages. 

ALEXANDER DALLAS BACHE, Esq. Professor 
of Natural Philosophy and Chemistry. 

The Rev. EDWARD RUTLEDGE, A. M. Assist- 
ai|<kiProfes8or of Moral Philosophy. * 



in> 



EDWARD RUTLEDGE, Secretary. 
MEDICINE. 



Hhilip Syng Physick, M. D. Professor of Anatomy, 
^thaniel Chapman, M. D. of the Institutes and 
Pm "e of Physic, and of the Clinical Medicine. 
WiiiUm Gibson, M. D. of Surgery. 

A Redman Coxe, M. D. of Materia Medica and 
Phamaey. 
Robert Hare, M. D. of Chemistry, 
i^ftomas C. James, M. D. of Midwifery. 

.iHiam B. Horner, M. D. Adjunct Professor of Ana- 
> .»■ 
ci'^Villiam p. Dewees, Adjunct Professor of Midwifery. 



>-- 



WILLLA.M E. HORNER, Dean. 



ANNALS OF PHILADELPHU. 
From the recovered Mnuiea of Coimeib, 

May 27 1768. The Treasurer's account allowed, 
•* except one article, viz. a charge of 2^ per cent, com- 
miitions on the sum of $750 lent by this Corporation to 
Ae roani^rs of the house of employment, and on the 
sum 4^ £100 lent to the County Commissioners without 
interest, which article is disallowed on a vote." 

A small repair to the wooden bridge near the Draw- 
bridge having been found immediately necessary for the 
safety of the inhabitants, and John Goodwin having 
made the same at the instance of some of the members 
of this Board, it is agreed that his account amounting to 
£6 S 0, shall be paid by the Treasurer. But this is not 
to be considered as a precedent for making any future 
repairs, that being the proper business of the assessors 
in conjunction with the magistrates of the city. 



It is agreed that the Treasurer pay the street commiii' 
sioners the expense of putting up posts, and making a 
gutter and paytment before the lot of ground in Che?-' 
nut street to the eastward of tlic state house belongbg 
to tliis Corpoi-ation. 

Agreed that chains be made and put up Rcross Market 
street and Second street, and about sixiy feet from the 
intersection of the streets, so as to prevent carts and 
other carriages passing through the market on market 
days, to be taken down at 9 o'clock in the morning in 
summer, and ten in winter. ' 

The committee appointed to inspect the condition of 
the public wharHs returned their report, which under- 
went the consideration of the Board, who agreed that 
the public wharif at the Drawbridge be extended about 
thirty or thirty-two feet further into the river. 

October 4, 1768. This being the day appointed by 
charter for electing a mayor for the ensuing year, and 
the recorder being necessarily absent from the pro- 
vince — the Mayor, with eight Aldermen and twelve 
Councilmen met at the Court House, and unanimously 
voted in the late Mayor, Isaac Jones, Esquire to that 
office. After which tlie Board attended the Mayor elect ' 
to the house of Joseph Turner, Esq. where he took 
the qualifications required by law before the President 
and Council, who were in the exercise of the powers of 
government, on account of the absence of his Honour 
the Governor. 

November 28 1768. Beadle's salary, £10 per annum* 

66 stalls in the market to the westward, rented in 
1766 for £198— and 26 eastward at 80a. each— 20 at 60». 

January 9, 1769. The Mayor laid before the Board 
for their consideration a paper which he had received 
from a Committee of Assembly, a copy whereof is aa- 
foUows: 

** In Aasembiy, January 6, 1769, A. M. 

" Ordered, that Mr. Fox, Mr. Livezey,- Mr. Pember- 
ton, Mr. Chapman, Mr. Ashbridgpe, Mr. Pearson, and 
Mr. George Ross, be a committee to inform the Corpo^ 
ration that the house is desirous to facilitate and promote 
the trade of the city of Philadelphia by making the mid" 
die fcny on Schuylkill a free ferry, or otherwise ttr 
appropriate the neat proceeds to the amendment of tliv 
roads, as shall be thought conducive to the promotiofi- 
of such trade and to confer with the said Corporation 
respecting the sale of the said ferry to the public. 
Extract from the Journals, 

CHAS. MOORE, Clk. of Assembly." 

A Committee was appointed to confer with the Com- 
mittee of Assembly on the subject. ' 

February 4, 1769. The Committee reported; tho 
further consideration ** deferred till the house of Assem- 
bly should come to some fixed resolution concerning the 
proposed piQ*chase. But in the mesin time the Board 
do agree that if the house of Assembly shall hereafter 
settle such a plan with regard to the ferry and the roada 
leading to it, as shall in the opinion of this Board be of 
public utility, they will then enter into treaty with them 
concerning the sale of it. 

October 3, 1769. A complaint that the Drawbridge 
dock is become almost useless for want of being clean- 
ed. A committee appointed to inspect it, and also to 
♦consider of proper places for fixing public scales for 
weighing of hay near the upper and lower ends of the 
town." 

A committee appointed " to get the stalls to the cast- 
ward of the Court house continued to Front street." 

Samuel Shoemaker elected Mayor. 

November 27, 1769. A committee appointed to in- 
quire into the state of the new market on the bill, what 
rents are paid for the stalls, and to whom, and whether 
the persons who built the stalls are yet reimbursed out 
of the rents. 

An account presented amounting to £48 7 3, for re- 
pairing 3 Engines *^ said to belong to the Corporation.''' 
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EARLY HISTORY OF PENNSYLVANIA, 

The following sketch of the dispute between Lord 
DaUimore and the Penns, we copy from a printed docu- 
ment in 8 pages folio; entitled "The Case of the Pro- 
prietors and province of Pennsilvania and th« three 
lower Counties of New Castle, Kent and Susscl on De- 
laware, to be heard before the Right Honourable the 
Lords of the Committee of his Majesty's Most Honour- 
able privy Council for plantation-affairs at the Cockpit, 
mt Whitehall, on Thursday 23 February 1737"— by W. 
Murray. 

^t^aue of Messieurs Penn^ and ihepecmk of Pennsyl- 
vamOf and ike three lower counties of Newcastle^ Kent^ 
and Sussex, on Delaware; in relation to ,a series of in- 
juries and hostilities made upon them, for several years 
past, by Tliomas Crcssap, and others, by the direction 
iOnd authority qf tlic Deputy-Governor of Maryland, 

1736. The President, the Council, and the Assem- 
llec. ll.bly of Pennsylvania, signed the Original Peti- 
tion to his Majesty, complaining of a long series 
of injuries, bom by them fi-om Maryland; par- 
ticularly of an invasion by three hundred men 
in arms from Maryland, in Sept. 1736, and of 
the murder and numerous disturbances com- 
mitted by Thomas Cressap, so that he was ta- 
ken up on the 24th November 1736; and tho* 
they had sent proposals to the deputy governor 
, of Maryland, to agree upon some bounds to 
limit jurisdiction, without prejudice to the 
right of either proprietor, till the diflcrencc 
should be absolutely settled, he had declined 
the same, and the injuries were not only conti- 
nued, but increased : and praying His Majesty 
to enjoin the Lord Baltimore, and aJI claiming 
authority under him, to desist from all further 
tiolences, and to confine himself to the bounds 
and limits set to his province, as well by his 
grandfather, above fifty years ago, as by him- 
•clf, bv his own solemn ag^ement of 10th 
May 1*732. 

That ori^nal petition being referred to the 
Committee of Privy Council for plantation af- 
fairs, an order was made for Lord Baltimore to 
answer the same; and he was duly served with 
that petition and order. 
1737. He put an answer to that petition, a^d with 
April 22. regard to the grievous matters complained of in 
the petition which hadhappened in 1734, 1735, 
and Majr, September, and October, 1736. His 
Lordship contented himself with a very gene- 
ral answer, saying, he was thoroughly persua- 
ded that every part of the petition which rela- 
ted to the Deputy Governor of Maryland, was 
Irithout foundation. 

In that answer Lord Baltimore insists, in the 
following words, which may be material to the 
present questions. 

**I beg your Lordships permission humbly to 
insist upon it, that the true boundaries of Ma- 
ryland are those, and those only, that are con- 
tained in the charter of Maryland, which being 
/ long pTior to that of Pennsylvania; the boun- 

daries in the Maryland grant cannot be aflected 
l^ anjr thing in the Pennsylvania grant, which 
18 8(]h|ect thereto. And I assure your Lordships 
that 1 neither know, or believe, that any of my 
ancestors ever set to themselves any other 
bounds, but those only which were limited for 
them by the said grant; and I am very well as- 
sured^ tliat the people of Maryland have al- 
waysy in makinc^ their settlements, kept within 
the botmds of the Matyland charter, and have 
Hot, in any on« instance, exceeded the same. 



or encroached on the lands- bekmgin^ to fh« 
province of Pennsylvania. Bu^ notwAhstatid- 
ing what the President and Coundl are pleased 
to say to the contrary in tfa6 and petition, I 
will further beg leave to asaore your Lordihipsy 
that the people of Pennsylvania, in mining 
their settlements, have, from time to time, in 
many instances, and to a very great degree 
made large eneroachmtnta on die province of 
Maryland." 

I'bat answer is replied to» and the truth there- 
of denied. And the matters of that petition, 
answer and reply, being the first and original 
appHoation, are now appointed to be baud. 
•Long after which answer to the original peti- 
tion, « 
June 1. A eross petition to his Majesty was first lodg- 
ed in the office, fi^m the Depuj^ Governor and 
Council of Maryland, complaining that some 
German and Palatihe families, who bad settled 
(as those petitioners pretended) under the 
Province of Maryland, had dechu^d, thef 
would become tenants to Pennsylvania; where- 
fore, they themselves state, that they sent ap 
the sheriff, with soihe of the militia, to seize 
their persons for their misdemeanor: and Aa€ 
afterwards a sheriff of Pennsylvania had seized 
I'homas Cressap, on pretence of a murder be 
had committed, and that in seizing Cressapy 
somebody killed a man. And they prayed l» 
Majesty's order for preservation of peace on 
their borders. 
July 12. Another cross petition to .hia Majesty was 
lodged in the ofl[ice, from the commissary and 
clergy of Marjiand, setting forth, thaT an es- 
tablishment had been made in 1702, for the 
maintenance of Church of England Ministers 
within Marj'land, which the Quakers and other 
sectories, were dissatisfied at; and therefere 
they suppose, that the Quakers seduced some 
inhabitants of Maryland, to transfer the ac- 
knowledgement of the right of their lands, 
from Maryland to Pennsylvania — and then re- 

}>eat the matter mentioned in the other Mary- 
and petition, about the German settlera, and 
relating to Cressap, principally, to whom they 
give many titles, as a magistrate, officer, and 
tenant of Lord Baltimore, and a strennous sup- 
porter of the religious and civil rights of the 
province of Marj'Iand. And they pray hi» 
Majesty ta stay the violent proceedings, which 
(they say) proceeded from the Pennsylvania 
government? and they go on and pray another 
distinct matter, namely, that a regular clergy 
may be encouraged to reside on the borders, 
and in the w^hole province of Pennsylvania. 

The two matters contained in both the crosa 
petitions are, first. An excuse offered for the 
attempt made by tlte three hundred men fron> 
Maryland, to turn the German settlers oat of 
their settlements; and, secondly, a complaint 
that Cressap had been seized; which matters 
had happened on the sixth of September, and 
twenty fifth of November before the June and 
July, when these cross petitions were first 
lodgedr^ 
Aug. 18. An order in Council was made, ex parte, re- 
citing or taking notice of the two petitions laaC 
mentioned only, whereby his Majesty was 
pleased, provisionally, and for Ae present, to 
Older and command, in the following words,* 
viz. 

•That the Governors of the respective pro- 
vinces of Maryland and Pennsylvania, for the 
« time being, do not, upon puii of incurring hm 
Majesty's highest displeasure, permit or sofilVr 
any tumuhs, riols^ or other oiltrageotts diadr^ 
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4en» to btt committed on the borden of their 
respective protincesf but that they do imroe- 
dntelj put a stop thereto, and Use their utmost 
cndeaTours, to preserve peace and good order 
amonf^ all his Majesty's suHects under their 
government, inhabiting the said borders. And, 
as a means to preserve peace snd tranquility on 
the said borders, bis Bfajesty doth hereby en- 
join the said governors, that thepr do not make 
gtants of any part of the lands m oom«st be- 
tween the proprietors, respectively, nor of any 
part of the three lower counties, commonly 
erikd Newcastle, Kent, and Sussex, nor per- 
mit any perK>n to settle there, or even to at- 
tempt to make a settlement thereon, till his 
M^esty's pleasure shall be further signified. 
And his Majesty is further pleased to direct, 
that this order, together with duplicates there- 
of, be delivered to the proprietors of the said 
provinces, who are hereby required to trans- 
mit the same forthwith to the Governors of the 
said respective provinces accordingly." 
ir37. Messieurs John Penn, 1 homas Pcnn, and 
Ifer. 1* Richard Penn, the proprietors of the province 
of Pennsylvania, and the three lower counties 
of Newcastle, Kent, and Sussex, presented 
their humble petition to his Majesty, stating 
the onginal petition which had oome from 
Pennsylvania; and the due and personal notice 
that was instantly given thereof to Lord Balti- 
morci and that be had put in his answer to that 
petition} but that M. Penns had Utely heard 
of the two cross petitions from Maryland, an^ 
that Lord Baltimore, without giving any notice 
whatever, had by surprise madt* some applica- 
tion, and obtained the said order of the 18th of 
August — and that these petitioners were very 
hig^ily affected in their interest and property, 
by the order so obtained, which was intended 
to preserve peace, without injuring either side, 
and which order they apprehended would not 
have been made, had they had notice of Lord 
Baltimore's application. And, as the said order 
Was made only to continue till his Majesty's 
pleasure should be further signified^tbey pray'd 
his Majesty to take the premises into his consi- 
deration, and to make such order for their pro- 
tection, and the quieting their tenants, as to 
his Majesty should seem meet 

Those four petitions come on now to be 
heard, in virtu6 of his Majesty's several refer- 
ences of the same. 

And as Lord Baltimore, in his answer to the 
original petition, which came ft^m Pennsylva- 
nia» has thought proper to innst, in roost ex- | 
press terms, that tlie limits of his country are j 
those, and those only, which are contained in ' 
his charter, which be insists cannot be affected 
by the subsequent charter for Pennsylvania; 
and as Lord Baltimore has insisted, that his 
people, in making their settlements, have al- 
wj^ kept within the bounds of the Maryhmd 
charter, and have not, in any one instance, ex- 
ceeded the same, or encroached on the lands 
belonging to the province of Pennsylvania. — 
But that the people of Pennsylvania, in making 
their settlements, have from time to time, in 
many instances, and to a very great degreci 
made ]arge encroiachmeiits on the province of 
Maryland*-HU)d as the crueltiea hereafter com- 
plained of by Pennsvlvam'a, might be, in some 
degree, idlenated, if done really within Mary- 
md, or if done in a place about which there 
^ oonld be a pretence of doubt or uncertainty in 
whioh pfovmce the same were committed; but 
mKy require a teiy different consideration, if 
done in the very heart of Pennsyivania, wh«re« 
Vol. n. 78 



by no posstbirity^ there can be the least colour 
for doubt: 

So he has made it absolutely necessai^, in 
order to a right determination, for the onginal 
petitioners to take notice, with all imaginable 
brevity, of the grants and titles of the several 
proprietors of Maryland, Penniylvaaia, and the 
Lower Counties. 

And, without taking some notice of wbiehg 
the very nature of the offences complained of^ 
trOuldnot appear in their true and 'proper 
lights. 

Adjoining to the main continent of America^ 
there shoots out, southwards, into the sea, a 
very long narrow slip /or peninsula of lahd. 

To stand at the bottom or southern point of 
it, in the sea, and there to look up the pcnin<' 
sula, the right hand or eastern side of this pen- 
insula is bounded, first, by the sea or ocean« 
and, higher up, by Delaware bay — and the left 
hand, or western side of that peninsula it 
bounded (for the whole length of it) by tho 
great bay of Chesapeake. 

These two bays of Chesapeake and Dela- 
ware, which lay on each side of the peninsula, 
draw in and close pretty near together^ about 
the town of Newcastle, and there they form 
the neck or isthmus of the peninsula. 

And, by that neck or isthmus, the peninsuk 
adjoins to the main continent of America. 

And, above that neck or isthmus, the two 
rivers Susquehanna and Delaware, which emp- 
ty themselves respectively into the bays c( 
Chesapeake and Delaware, diverge and eib* 
pand, very widely from each other. 

Any large map of America will shew this 
peninsula, but to avoid questions about the au- 
thority of particular maps, the Lord Baltimore'* 
own map of the peninsula, which he insisted 
should be and was, annexed to his solemn 
agreement of the 10th of May' 1732, will abtUH 
dantly expl^n this matter. 

In which map the black print alone is Lord 
Baltitnore's map, and the red maiks thereon 
describe other places, with regard to the pre« 
tent matters. 
1632. By letters patent of this date, reciting the 
June 20. petition of Ceclliiis Lord Baltimore fbr a cer^ 
tain country therein after described, not then 
cultivated and planted^ though in some parts 
thereof inhabited by certain barbarous people^ 
having no knowledge of Almighty God, hia 
his Majesty granted to tlie said Cecilius Lord 
Baltimore. 

•«AU that part of a peninsula, lying, in the 
parts of America between the ocean on the 
east, and the bay of Chesapeake on the wes^ 
and divided fi-om thie other part thei*eof, by a 
right line drawn from the promontofy or cape 
of land called Watkina Point (situate in tho 

aforesaid bay, near the river of Wighco) on 
the west, unto the mun ocean, on the east« 
and, between that bound on the sotith, unto 
that part of Delaware Bay on the north, which 
lyeth under the 40th dc^e of northerly lati- 
tude from the equinoctial, where New Eng^ 
land ends; and all that tract of land between 
&• bounds aforesaid; that is to say, Daasinf 
from the aforesaid bay called Delaware b^, is 
a right line by the devree aforesud, ulMo ttkm 
true nieridi^ of the first fountain of the rivor 
of Pattowmeck, and from thence tendhtg to* 
wards the south, unto the further bank of the 
aforesaid riverf and foUoi^ing the west and 
south fide thereof, unto a certain place called 
Cinquack, situMe nea^ tbe mouth of the said 
fW cr» where it Ms intone bay of Chesapeake^ 
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and from tlicnce by a straight line, unto the 
aforesaid promontuiy and place called Wat- 
kins Point." 
1664. King- Charles the Second, granted a very larg-e 
March 12 tract and seig-niory in America unto the Duke^ 
of York in fee, namely the tract or province 
since called New York and New Jersey, and a 
veiT large tract therewith, and all lands, soils, 
rivers, and appurtenances thereto belonging. ^ 
1674. The said king granted the same lands to the 
June 29. Duke of York in Fee. 

1680. The said king granted to Mr. Penn (the f*^ 
March 4, ther of the present Mr. Penn) the province of 
Pennsylvania, which lies northward and behind 
Maryland, by the following description. 

"All that tract or part of land in America, 
with all the islands therein contained, as the 
same is bounded on the east by Delaware river, 
fh)m twelve miles distance northwards of New- 
castle town, unto the 43d degree of northern 
latitude, if the ^aid river doth extend so far 
northwards? but if the. said river shall not ex- 
tend so fur northward, then, by the said river 
so far as it doth extend; and from tlie head of 
the said river the eastern bounds are to be de- 
termined by a meridian line to be drawn from the 
head of the said river unto the 43d®,* the said 
lands to extend westwards 5 degrees in longi- 
tude, to be -computed from the said eastern 
bounds — ^and Ihe said lands to be bounded on 
the north by the beginning of the 43d degree 
of northern latitude; and on the south by a cir- 
cle drawn at twelve miles distance from New- 
castle, northwards atfd westward* unto tjie be- 
ginning of the 40th degree of northern lati- 
tude; and then, by a straight line westwai'ds, 
to the limit of longitude abovementioned.*' 

When Mr. penn came to take possession of 
Pennsylvania, he found it lying backwards, and 
the passage up Delaware Bay, a pUce of very 
difficult and dangerous navigation, more espe- 
cially in the winter season; but that, in passing 
up that bay, there were several safe and com- 
modious harbors up the peninsula, and that that 
side of the peninsula which lay towards Dela- 
ware bay was, as it had ever been since King 
Charle's gronU to the Duke of York, in the 
Doke of York's possession; whereupon Mr. 
Penn applied to the Duke of York. 

And the Duke of York not only released his 
pretensions to Pennsylvania, but abo by two 
several indentures of feoffment, with livery and 
seisin, granted to Mr. Penn in Fee what is now 
called the three lower counties of Newcastle, 
Kent and Sussex, which make the door^nd 
entrance into Pennsylvania as follo^^rs: 
1682. The said Duke of York, by one feoffment 
Aug. 24.' with livery and seisin, conveyed to Mr. Penn 
in Fee, "All that the town of Newcastle, other- 
wise called Delaware, and all that tract of land, 
lying within tlie compass or circle of 12 miles 
about the same, situate, lying and being upon 
the river Delaware in America; and all islands 
in the said river Delaware, and the river and 
soil thereof, lying north of the southermost 
part of the said circle of 12 miles about the 
siud town." 
Aug. 3*. By another feoffment, with livery and seisin, 
the said Duke conveyed to Mr. Penn in Fee, 
"All that tract of Land upon Delaware river 
and bay, beginning 12 miles south from the 
town of Newcastle, otherw'ise called Delaware, : 
I and cxtendin;? souUi to the Whore Kills, other- \ 
M'isc called Cape in Lopen*" 

In each of these feoffments the Duke ap- 
pointed John MoU and Ephraim Harman. hit 
attoroej^ to deliver poeac^ion and seisin^and 



in each of these feoffments lie eovenaated Uf 
make and procure further assurance of the 
premises. 
Oct. 28. Livery and Seisin were accordingly delir. 
ered, by the Duke's Attorney to Mr. Pcnnf 
and not only so, but the Duke's Governor tnd 
Council at New York surrendered also the »• 
vemment of these granted parts, and &- 
charged the magistrates of any fur&er obedi- 
ence to the Duke of York. 
I And from that hour to this, Mr. Penn ssd 

bis family have been in the constant pones- 
sion, not only of Pennsylvania, but of the siid 
three lower counties also, which were at that 
time called Delaware. 
Mar. 22. As the Duke had convenanted for further ts- 
surance, so, in a very few montbs^ after his 
grants to Mr. Penn, he obtained ftiitber letters 
patent from King Charles the Second in itt, of 
the very lands now called the Three Lower 
Counties, and delivered the same to Mr. Peon 
the grantee and feoffee under hhn. 

1683, ' The then Lord Baltimore a]>p!ied to bis ma- 

1684, iesty in Council, and bad more than a doxeii 

1685, hoarings before the Committee for Trade and 
Plantations, (which at that time was composed 
of the Lords of the Privy Council) at which be 
set up a claim to the Three Lower Coimtiet 
under his charter, or to some part thereof, but 
it was answered by the Duke of York and ]fr. 
Penn, That the form^ Lord Baltimore had ex- 
pressly petitioned for, and upon that petition* 

^ the crown had granted to him, a tract not cul- 

tivated or inhabited by Christians, wherels De* 
la ware was in fact cultivated and inhabited by 
Christians, at and before the date of the char' 
ter to Lord Baltimore. 

The Lord Baltimore being aware of the 
force of that objection, endeavoured to evade 
it, by producing a paper which he jcalled a Re- 
port or Order of Council of the 4th of AptiV 
1658 (within six years after the date of hia 
charter) whereby, as it was pretended, though 
one Clabome was possessed of an iriand inme 
middle of the Cheapeake Bay, called the Isle 
of Kent, yet the right thereto was said to be in 
Lord Baltimore, as being within the bounds of 
his patent. 
1685. This paper being produced to the commit* 

Oet. 8. tee, which happened to consist of almost sB 
the great officers of state, they put off the af- 
fiiir, te give Lord Baltimore time to produce an 
attested copy of such i-eport. 

Oct. 17, But at another subsequent eomnuttee, bt 
declared he could not find the cniginal where- 
by an attested copy might be produced. 

It is observable that the. Council Registers of 
that time, and of that very dav, are extant; bot 
after careful search no such report or order ii^ 
found therein. 

Nov. 7. The Lords made a rcp«rt, and 

13 . A final Order in Council was made; reciting^ 
That the Lords of the Committee had exAmia- 
ed the matters in difference concerning atraet of 
land called Delaware, and found that the hnd 
intended to be granted by the lord Baltiroore'a 
patent, was only land uncultivated and inhabil- 
ed by savages, and that the tract of land the» 
in dispute, was inhabited and planted by Chm- 
tians at and before the Lord Baltimore's pa- 
tent, as it had been ever since to that time, and 
continued as a distinct colony from that of Ma* 
ryland; so that the lords of the committee of- 
fered their opinion. That, for avoiding' further 
differences, the tract of land, lying betwcctt 
the river and the eastern tea on the one »]«» 
and Ghesapcakt Bay on the other, abouU be 
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divided tnto equal parts, by a line from the la- 
titude of Cape H'mlapei>to the 40th degree of 
northern latitude^ and that one half thereof, 
lying towards the Bay of Delaware and the 
eastern sea, should be adjudged to belong to 
hii Majesty, and that the otJicr half should re- 
inain to the Lord Baltimore, as comprised with- 
in his charter; which report his Majesty in 
Council approved of, and Ordered, that the 
said lands should be forthwith divided, accord- 
ingly; whereof the Lord Baltimore and Mr. 
Penn were to take notice, and give due obe- 
dience. 

Aote— The division, thereby directed, so 
easy and natural as it seemed ^o be, and al- 
I . though directed so long since as in 1685, and 
again in 1709, could never be exactly describ- 
, ed, till by agreement between the present Mr. 

Penn and Lord Baltimore on the 10th day of 
May 1732. 

While that long dispute was pending here 
in Council, about the three lower counties on 
Delaware, the Lord Baltimore and his agents 
took that opportunity, before Pennsylvania 
was much settled, about the year 1683, to 
make a claim to a head or north bound for Ma- 
ryland; and in order thereto, colonel Talbot 
his Governor, got up into the woods, and run 
a line, without notice to any one, from Octora- 
ra creek across a part of the country, three or 
four miles within the main continent itself, and 
marked some trees in that line which are still 
remaining, and that line is called the Octorara 
line. 

1708. But as soon as the* line was marked, he retir- 
Jan. 9. ed agaiii, and never possessed the ^lime- 

The same Lord Baltimore, who had so many 
hearings in 1683, 168i, and 1685, after twen- 
ty-three years acquiescence, under the final 
Order of Council of 1635, made about Dela- 
ware, petitioned Queen Anne in Council, and 
suggested it had been made, withoutany sort 
of notice to him. 
Jia. 27. Mr. Penn petitioned the Queen, suggesting 
that the said old order was to be final, and that 
the Lord Baltimore had been many times heard 
before that order was made, wherefore Mr. 
Penn prayed. And 

By Order in Council, the late Queen dis- 
missed the said Lord Baltimore's petition. 

1709. The Lord Baltimore did not rest satisfied, ! 
Shf 19. but ag^in petitioned the Queen in Council, 

and said, in contradiction to what Mr. Penn 
alleged, that he the said J^rd Baltimore had 
never had any notice whatever of that order. 
This procured him a hearing before the 
. Queen herself in Council. And 

IntTi, By Order in Council it was declared, that it 
appeared by authentic copies of proeeedings at 
that Board, that as well the Lord Baltimore, at 
Mr. Penn, had been divers times heard, before 
making the said Order of 1685. Therefore 
her Majesty in Council ordered the Lord Bal- 
timore's petition to be dismissed, and that 'the 
■aid Order in Council of 13tb Nov. 1685, be ra- 
tified and confirmed in all its points, and should 
be put in execution without any further delay. 
171$. The Earl of Sutherland petitioned his late 
Majesty to g^ve him a charter for the three low- 
er counties, which he suggested belonged to 
the crown for want of some nicety or formality 
in Mr. Penn's title, and that petition was refer- 
red to the attorney and solicitor-general. 
1717. And Sir Edward Horthey and Sir WilKam 

Ott 31« Thompson, then atttM'ney and solicitor gene- 
nlt reported to his majesty, that they had gp« 
vm notice of that petition to Mr. Penn and to 



1718. 



1722. 



Lord Baltimore, who severally claimed title to 
the said lower counties; and then they stated 
some parts only of Mr. Penn's title and pos- 
session, and tliat Mr, Penn's agents presumed 
theft might be other g^nts to the Duke of 
York, of which, Mr. Penn might give an ac* 
count, but could not then, being under a lu« 
nacy . But as to the title claimed by Lord Bal- 
timore, they reported, in express tennis that 
that had already received a full and final deter- 
mination by the order in Council of 13th Kbr. 
1685, which was also confirmed by the other 
order in council of 23d June, 1709. 

Mr. Penn, the original grantee, died, leav- 
ing his widow his executrix, and all of bit 
children infants. 

Sir William Keith, then deputy -gfovemor of 
June 18. Pennsylvania, by a warrant dated at Conestogo» 
recites a treaty made with the Indians two dayi 
before, whereby they had desired him to cause 
a large tract upon the Susquehanna to be sur- 
veyed and located, right against their towns, 
for the proprietor's ufe only, because from 
him, they should always be sure to obtain what 
laml was necessary for them; therefore, order- 
ing colonel French, Worley, and Mitchel to 
cross the Susquehannah river, and survey and 
locate about 70,000 acres, in the name and for 
the use of Sj>rin|^ett Penn, Esq. to be called 
the Manor or Springcttxbury, beginning upon 
the South West bank of Susquehanna, over 
against the mouth of Conestogo creek, and to 
run such line and distances as the warrant men- 
tions, and make a return thereof; which tho 
surveyors accordingly did . 

Kote— '"Every part whatsoever, even the 
most southern and lowest parts of that manor, 
appf ar to be above fifteen miles within ihc 
main continent, above twelve miles more north , 
than that private line which was run by Lord 
Balthnore in 1683, and more than ten miles 
above what Mr. Penn lately granted to Lord 
Baltimore in 1732. 

It is admitted on both sides, that an agree- 
ment was made between the present Lord 
Baltimore and Mrs. Penn, the executrix, that, 
for avoiding all manner of contention or dif- 
ferences between the inhabitants of the said 
provinces, no person or persons should be <&- 
turbed or molested in their possessions, on 
either side, nor any lands be surveyed, taken 
up, or pretended on either side — Such agree- 
ment to continue for the space of eighteen 
months, in which time It was hoped, the boon- 
darics would be settled, and in the mean time 
that agfreement was to be (and was) noticed by 
Proclamation, in the respective provinces. 
A great number of Germans or Palatines 
Sept 14. went from Holland to Pennsylvania; on which 
and 15. occasion the Governor and Council of Pennsyl- 
vania resolved, that they should sig^ a declara- 
tion of their allegiance and subjection to ,thc 
king, their fidelity to the proprietary, and that 
they would demean themselves peaceably to- 
wards all his majesty's subjects, and conform 
to the laws of England and Pennsylvania; and 
accordingly such a dechuation was drawn up, 
and signed by them. 

And several persons, particnlarhr Michael 
Tanner, F^dward Pamell, Paul Williams, and 
Jefferey Sumerford, in the year 1728, and fbr 
several years before dwelt upon several tractsof 
land within Chester County, in thef Province of 
Pennsylvania, lying on the west side of Sus- 
quehanna; so high up in the main continent as 
to be four miles more north than the city of 
Philadelphia iteelf. fTo he continued 'j 
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EXPORTS TO FOREIGN COUNTRIES FROM THE PORT OF 



WHIBS tHIPPlD TO. 



Dcmut, iFomgn, 



En|(iand.»....y 

IreUnd.... 

Britiih East Indies. , . . * > 

British West Indies » 

British American Colonies 

Gibraltar..., 

French European ports on the Atlantic. . 
French ports on tlie Mediterranean. . . .< 

French West Indies , 

Spanish ports on the Atlantic 

I^anish American Colonies. 

Other Spanish West Indies. , , 

Cuba..- .IW. 

Russia., 

ISwcden 

wwttdish West Indies 

tpanish West Indies .,, 

JHolland.. 

iDutcli West Indies, 4. , . . 

gDutch East Indies. . , 

IHanse Towns, ^... # .. 
Hayti 
Mexican ports 
Xolombian ports.. *.... 

Colombian ports on the Pacific , . 

PuenosAyres # 

jchilian Ports 

Peruvian Ports 

Portu]nl 

Madeira 

Brazil » f 

tt^lyandMaka..,,., r** 

Trieste , .' 

Africa 

F«7a1»&c,,..f ».»'•• 

Tcneriffe 

Cape of Good Hope , 

East Indies generally 

Europe jfeherally . , . , , . . . . 

Netherlands 

Denmark 

Wesit Indies generally 

Central American ports r 

Cape de Verd Islands 

China.,. »f f f 



1819. 



TssoT 



]Fot 



DomesL (Foreign. 



223880 
89923 

109941 
89107 
49465 

174098 

184181 
59485 
11194 

760959 



37445 



4644 

57421 

326345 

39761 

83885 

56764 



281522 
66156 

90618 

23720 



30750 
448229 
241434 

20475 

190828 



500855 

48590 

2623 

74740 

65538 

172806 
35581 

80967 

40116 

60455 

467440 

172792 

7883 

74414 
247355 
28717 
39483 
19977 
43085 
96045 



^THT T 



39013 

' 1258 

274^5 

5205 

106107 
105197 

62479 
23839 
121129 
680144 
205486 
117297 

67449 

166059 

96717 

94027 
409656 
143772 



DomeHAFwrtign 

6466611 

43774 



1«2. "I 

Domest. iorsM 



342195 

193 

8552[ 355108 

41644 

29619 

105640 

32928 



76725 
18050 



734064 549978 
37563 



40262 

135742 

11730 



113162 

5431 

34622 



242542 



S5925 



91507 
74110 



2360 
15252 



126406 



341451 



Total , 12828669 2082263 2767836 3595150 2996225 4f)86478l3902718 



11^8 

5096 

121021 

30217 

559183 

2745 

90510 
346857 
60137 
84245 
27253 
50944 
133849 



23741 

108516 

11708 



12629 



45071 
23847 

143663 



119199 



30656 

195920 

7605 

265303 

24973 

8977 
129918 
218739 
10407 
1357% 
124624 
119217 



327650 
86199 
46088 

178293 
61400 
42803 

34349 

356804 

4142 

592417 

3488 

39079 
395069 

61320 
146262 

139621 
181275 



4179 

6720 

95533 

76165 



74128 
339579 

60596 



219161 



33532 
40771 
173265 
14817 
16511 



66 

1038 

133165 

56497 

114199 



383178 



105118 

223384 

24780 



649286 

301287 
9156 

4251 
224412 
193409 

48784 
107405 
213665 
19Q26S 



10066; 

16132^ 

2337921 

11894 

1889 



28970 

32847 

74647 

144364 



17592 



267182 



1461 



1717646 



1417B8 1351789 



4860551 



^VOLT OF THE PENNSYLVANIA LINE. 
PoconBirrs Continued /rom p» 190, 

Trenton, Jan. 10, 1780 [81.] 
Bear 8ir*-I have the pleasure to inform you that mat- 
ters wear % more favorable aspect th%n they have hither- 
to done. The troops were prevailed on to leave Prince- 
ton yesterday mornmg— that situation being too favour- 
Ikble for an intercourse with the enemy. This morning 
i called upon them to let them know I was ready to 
comply with the proposals, I ha4 offered them on Sun- 
day tvening. I also required of them as a proof of 
their sincerity that they should deFu'er up the emissaries 
^m the British-^hey in turn observed that they had 
iffreed not to go off as disch^rg^d, but to keep in a body 
m dU the men were settled with. I informed them at 
mice that this was inadmiss'ble and drsirrd they would 
1^ tg|fether and consider both t)ie points and send me 
$n answer in two hours. In that timie I receive 4 the an- 
iwer inclosed, so that I trust now we are in a fair way of 
#ceommodation— which tho* it may end in a great dimi- 
Pflfm tf tbf Pen^wW aoi* Ijwf iriy t« thit j^cfit plan which 



circumstances will adnnit and at least disappoint our ene- 
mies who have presumed strongly upes this event. 
Emissaries are daily- arrivii^ from the cae«gr bntMce 
the detention of the first spies the papers are dropped 
in different places — one honest fellow (at least to m) 
Cj^nied his letter to Genl. St. Clair— Genl. Potter, Col. 
Atlee, Capt. Morris and Blair M'ClenacbM ire appoint, 
ed to carry the proposals into execution and wiB sKfcr 
that purpose to morrow. It will be necesnry to fB^ 
ward on the articles promised without delagr. In aoA 1 
case A breach of faith would ruin us aad cvpoae ae to 
great disgrace which I hope my fellow citizens win Mt 
do, after the risque and fatigue of body tnd mii«ftw>tick 
1 have gone through. U w^ also be nece^Kuy for Ftr- 
mer to provide some decent supplies fpr the CoKii» 
sioners. . The people of this state are very sore on the 
subject of supplying us as the distress is oecasiooedby 
o<ir own line. I woukl thereibre wish that Hazlewood 
would send up hay and forage an4 spirits to dispoie of ss 
tlio commissioners direct The cJoathtfir imutcons 
forward as speedib m possShle-^-ooans ty the sen are 
very <)eftptutc | |oow the di Acitlties o( the CounoD 
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PHII^ADELPHIA FROM THE YEAR 1819 TO 1827, INCLUSIVE. 



1823. 



Dmett. Foreign 



46451 

11635 
^135 

30180 
154971 

2290r 
9957 

7250 

372059 

10654 

<94869 



35356 
990846 
34756 
56594 

72178 
209562 



38970 

164662 

5627 

4376 

5304 
1857 



242258 



1824. 



1825. 



Domest. ^Foreign. Domesl, ]Forefgn. 



89491 
214 



207054 
S69409 
125381 



1670349 

4914 

434058 



1228 

262810 

589914 

37330 



277724 
173199 



3680 

49117 

94430 

235415 



2010 



373236 
9776 

12570 
201789 

45052 
153863 

30254 

11139 



816 



558895 1014663 



12110 
599736 



254890 
17090 
26321 
20288 
64867 
204562 
187299 
93706 



42842 
48217 



1331 

8369 

220962 

9992 



2843 
7459 



37733 1482016 

I 



169477 



7348 



266809 
109534 
114962 



96016 



6967 
388500 



195459 

55187 

19713 

69002 

413257 

154090 

740991 

5765^ 



8513 
83665 



1775 

95:11 

91231 

116204 



3159 
6771 



Domest. Foreign. 



514152 



164767 
181328 

65243 
248375 

68859 
5637 



17721 
666118 



10212 



301143 

2554 

9984 

26928 

34094 

221636 

385690 

311937 



165877 

15997 

118601 

4407 

22348 

115294 

3996 

6067 

8156 

13390 



102732 2075031 



133287 



304666 



400860 

260447 

52736 



1826. 



5806 

324955 

6275 



254630 

24898: 

2360 

73217 

567129 

79111 

1568933 

297527 



155242 
123857 
155537 



750 

41951 

59750 

37069 

7720 



1005 



31064a66341996l3323006'6275514 379392317451351 3012996 



288747 

1766 

47066 

81573 

43311 

128594 
73483 
16591 

1759 

14865 
628336 
132555 



264660 
21852 
16027 

38033 

164893 

273181 

239838 

14497 

90467 

90638 

29215 

12467 

169950 

2252 

3497 



834122307548 



122883 



Domest. Foreign 



79900 



107 

2066 

220900 

63218 

110512 

17021 



857 

459479 

21642 



186028 

224199 

1421 



376358 
34438 

993521 

205642 
71486 
55879 

207287 
75526 



1034 
41920 
29356 
26068 



1827. 



547518 

69:7 

14465 



134685 
82851 
49068 
36077 



12634 

942182 

12938 



32242 

330703 

15164 

19378 



63426 
187894 
108611 
253227 



58274 
93342 
11481 
16901 
166j91 
143107 
15277 
5239 



14634 



Domestic. Foreign, 



39976 



283485 



2372 

65743 

164803 

94028 



523 

370895 

64657 



1328 

140872 

63483 

1332 



578581 
26247 

514227 
94335 



16596 
154806 



505 

519 

78541 

54855 

60398 



1031627 



14041 
120168 



45374843359145 



12868 

4728 

1289295 



Total. 



4398736 

284770 

589318 

1025349 

538825 

1274858 

548577 

122204 

276806 

148b71 

1480428 

1330744 

4855633 

159609 

14856 

329022 

2757870 

281353 

482179 

94446 

563012 

1399716 

954781 

898403 

14497 

357460 

247194 

159297 

66237 

209741 

1465190 

87653 

31512 

6067 

20333 

50776 

11862 

5431 

69693 

23847 

17592 

386205 



14041 
1022022 



4179998129091002 



Gbavb 
Total, 



1633529 

1451 

1690183 

12874 

4438 

1730838 

1380198 

522399 

153097 

167532 

3675067 

706816 

2749976 

244000 

113983 

2008497 

1932065 

142822 

479447 

3150822 

920339 

3817672 

655278 

71486 

236235 

569615 

231063 

6525 

52242 

655852 

606014 

607513 

7730 

3159 

9786 

2360 

15252 

74128 

339579 

1461 

187002 

12868 

4728 

11815564 



6032265 

286221 

2279501 

1038223 

543261 

3005791 

1928775 

644603 

429903 

316403 

5155495 

2037560 

7605609 

403609 

14856 

443005 

4766367 

2213418 

624901 

571893 

3713834 

2320055 

4772453 

1553686 

85983 

593695 

816809 

390360 

72762 

261983 

2121042 

693667 

639025 

13787 

23492 

60562 

13722 

20683 

143821 

363426 

19053 

575207 

12868 

18769 

12837586 



12( 



43411289172502291 



M common occasions is to money, but I hope they will 
be rrmoved, for it, b most certain that the plunder of 
PbHida. was in view and Genl. Washin|rton laments in 
bis letter this much to be apprehended evil. They 
keep up an astonishing regularity and discipline and 
have so&r on all occasions behaved very respectfully to 
nc. As I do not think it possible thttt we can settle 
ihmf accounts and we wish to eet them into a track of 
■OTcment so as to separate, I uiink your sending up 
£SW> stat€ money wdl be of use, we must submit to our 
' circumstances* Provisions of aU kinds must be sent 
ftrward but the boats must stop at Bordentown or rather 
iJ^Kickbride's wharf for onder^t this to be observed par- 
titoMy as to the doathin^ and rum . There must be a 

Cit quantity of salt provisions in tow n and very pro- 
ly catttl* in the meadows. The ^p^atest part of those 
wko^wte now discharged will re-enlist in a few davs and 
I hope we shall prevail on them to admit some of their 
^AoMs. I have the pleasure of informing you that your 
am m not one of the iibnoxious. I apprehend more dtf- 
ioi^ witk the oiEcert than the men after the settle- 
IBMiitiniabe^ at their tempers are very high. There Is 



[FhilatLPrice Current, 
not in this place a lock of hay or a bushel of oats, but 
in private hands so that v^e are at present in a state of 
distressing obligation to our private friends, and the state 
much dissatisfied. 

The enemy are in force on Staten Island but do net 
choose to venture on the Jersey shore, tho* they are in 
perfect readiness for the purpose had their hopes been 
answered. I am with great regard. Dear Sir, 
Tourobedbuble servt. 

JOS. REED. 

[Directum Missing.] 

Pursuant to your Excellency's demand concemmg the 
two Emissaries from the British, the boatxl of commit* 
tee, Resolved that those men should be delivered up to 
the supreme authority and in order to shew that we 
would remove every doubt of suspicion and jealonsy-. 
also that the men may disperse upon being discharged 
they delivering up their arms, &c. 

Trenton, Jan. 10^1781. 
Signed by the boards 8cc« 
PANIEL CONNRm Member. 



Digitized by 



y Google 



206 



REVOLT OF THE PENNBYLVAKIA LINK. 



[OCT»B» 



Morrhtoum, Jan. 9, 1781. 

Dear Sir— This will be brought to you by a pt- rson 
Viho has been sent by Sir Henn Chnton with proposals 
to the discontented Troops and was honest cnoiigl' to 
bring them to m6. In order that we might be certain of 
their intentions with respect to the enemy, we have 
tlionght it best to suffer him to go on with a measage 
and he is to return here with the answer. 

We have heard tliat they have aheady detained two 
who came to them on the same errand — ^if this person 
should meet with the same fortune, you will be pleased 
to have him discharged, if in your power. 

I am extremely anxious to hear how matters are going 
on and what prospect there if of the affairs being ter- 
minated. I beg my respects to Col. Butler and Col. 
Stewart and hope soon to have the happiness to sec you 
in more agreeable situations. lam Dear Sir 

Yr mo. ob. Serv. 
AR: ST. CLAIR. 
Brig. Gen. Wayne. 

Dear Sir — ^I received your several favors of the 5tb, 
6, 7 & 8 Jany.— every thing you requested has been par- 
ticularly attended to the cloathing from various reasons 
bat been detained longer than 1 wished for. FarnHrr 
will certainly f;o off with it to morrrw if not to day. — 
They consist of 1200 shirts, overalls for 25,00 men, about 
1200 pair shoes 1000 blankets. Mr. Davies brings up 
4he bard money \th by Gen. Potter with Mr. Kitten- 
house. I hope before 1 go to bed to night to hear of a 
proper settlement of this affair. I have always handed 
your letters to the President of the Congress the mo- 
ment I received thCm—The Council present their com- 
pliments to you. I ani with great respect, 
Tr roost obed. humbl. servt. 

WM. MOORE. 
Council Chamber 

Jan. 10, 1781. 

P. S. Mr. Davies will deliver you specie to the amt. 
of £483, 17,3. W. M. 

One o'clock P. M. 

His Excellency Joseph Reed Esq. 
President of Pennsa. at Trenton. 

Bkiomthury, near Trenton^ 
/tfny. 11, 1781. 
Dear Sir — I received your favor of the 10th inst. and 
am much obliged to you for the readiness which has 
been shewn to comply with my requests. I do assure 
you and the Council that I have conducted the matter to 
tbe best of my abilities, and am not conscious of being 
led into any concessions from other motives than a real 
Judgment of what would be best for the service and the 
general good of the country. I know it is a delicate 
matter and do not expect the officers will be pleased 
with any other settlement than by force and exemplsTy 
punishment of the mutineers, but I confess I saw no 
disposition of this kind in the state or any inclination to 
meddle with them but on their turning towards the ene- 
105', to the contrary of which they [have] given pretty 
decisive proofs. The two spies were executed this 
morning having been faithfully delivered according to 
promise. They discover a very good temper in most 
respects and I think I may now venture to assure you of 
as happy a settlement of the matter as circumstances 
will admit. I really think they have had some solid 
causes of complaint, whicii with their behaviour justiBcs 
in my judgment the lenity shewn them. As a line I ex- 
pect no service from them till they are very much alter- 
ed in their regimental system by throwing different men 
together, and this the new arrangement will facilitate — 
the greater part will enlist again. I have thought when 
matters are farthcf advanced to take some notice of their 
women and children by providing some decent clothing 
which they have not at present; there are about 100 of 
them and Uke ourselves they have their attachments and 
afiections. A new gown, silk handkerchief and a pair 



of shoes &c. would be but little expense and I thhtk u 
a present from the-state would have more effect than ten 
times the same laid out in articles for the men. If it 
should not be convenient or agreeable to the Council to 
do this, I will be one of a hundred to provide for one 
woman each to be given only to those soldiers wives 
who continued in the service. I have not mentioned it 
least 1 should not be able to effect it; Therefore request 
to hear from you as soon as may be. I verily believe 
many of the men will do their duty better than ever* 
I am m haste Dr Sir 
Yr obed and very huble servt. 
JOS. REED. 
P^ S. As soon as the Commissioners have made a 
little progress 1 shall leave them, being much fiitigued. 
To he Continued, 



ELEMENTARY EDUC ATION IN PENNSYLVANIA. 

At a stated meeting of the Pennsvlvania Society for the 
promotion of Public Schools, held in the Hall of tbe 
Franklin Institute on Monday the 6th of October 1828: 

ROBERTS VAUX, Esq. President in the chair. 

The following report was read: 

To the Pennsylvania Sodety for the Promotion ^ 
Public SdiooL 

Thx CocNcit Reports. — That immediately af\erits 
organization a circular letter was addressed to gcDtlemes 
residing in different parts of every county of the state, 
soliciting information concerning the actual meaas of 
instruction, in tlicir respective districts and neighboa^ 
hoods. 

On the receipt of replies to those enquiries, a report 
on the state of education in Pennsylvania was prepared, 
and widely circulated in pamphlet form, and through the 
newspapers published in this commonwealth. However 
painful the task, it became the duty of the Council to 
expose a faithful picture of the deplorable condition of 
many sections of the state, where moral, religious^ and 
literary education had not been conferred upon a nu- 
merous class of persons, and where the neglect of this 
great duty was fruitful of the most lamentable conse- 
quences. That report also represents Ibfe inefHcienty 
ofthe modes of education adopted, even where local 
provision is made by law for the instruction of the off- 
spring of citizens in restricted pecuniaiy circunistancei^ 
and with the exception of the city and county of Phila- 
delphia, the city of Lancaster, and a few other interior 
places, the subject did not appear to have claimed 
much attention. 

The report alluded to, furthermore communicated the 
melancholy fact that almost every county was without 
teachers of requisite abilities and attainments, and de- 
ficient often in moral qualities, so that if in other respects 
means could have been commanded to establish school 
the effort must have proved abortive for want of suitable 
instructors. 

Anxious to contribute whatever might be in the power 
of the society toward producing a better state of thingt 
in this respect, and to encourage if possible the forma- 
tion of Lancasterian schools in the towns of Pennsylvanist 
the Council issued a second circular letter, in which 
among many suggestions, it was formally propoaed t6 
fiirnish competent teachers, acquainted with the plan of 
mutual instruction, as soon as reasonable compensatioiii 
should be provided for their services. By the adoption 
of this expedient immediate relief could be afforded, and 
if success attend the management of these ichoob it was 
believed that they would prove nurseries in which 
many young person of both sexes would become q^iali- 
fied to teach on the same 8>'stem, and thus this efllctenC 
and economical mode of instruction would be transplaBt- 
ed into every part of Pennsylvania where the popuktirtl 
was dense enough to sustain such schools. 

The Council rejoice in being enabled to represent 
that its offer has already been accepted in several re- 
mote towns— that in others the business is under Conri- 
deration, and it is quite probable that during tlw pt^Ment 
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autumn a number of well qiiali6ed leachers will go forth 
under the auspices of tlie society, to lay the fouudatiou 
of seminaries of useful learning in many places now des- 
titute of such blessings. 

The Council is afresh animated by the conviction, that 
the society which it, represents has' been happily instni- 
mental to awaken througliout Pennsylvania a spirit of re- 
flection, and inquiry in regard to elementary education, 
such as never more eiisted to the same extent. A well 
nounded opinion is also entertained, that if this concern 
for the vitsi interests of the people continues to be 
cherished, the time is not very remote, when the legis- 
lature inftuenced by the weight of correct public senti- 
ment, and obedient to its own sense of duty, will pro- 
vide a system of public instruction consistent with the 
enl'^tened spirit of the age, and altogrethcr worthy of 
the character and resources of this great commonwealth. 
On behalf of tlie Council, 

ROBERTS VAUX, 
A. H. RICHARDS, 
Committee to prepare the Report, 
Whereupon on motion it was unaninmously resolved, 
that the report of the Council be published in such of 
the newspapers of the city of Philadelphia and state of 
Pennsylvania, whose editors are disposed to promote 
the objects of this society. 
The following resolution was unananimously adopted: 
Uuohtd, That the proceedings of the Council are 
Mghly sattiifactory to this society, and ought to encou- 
rage It to persevere in its useful labours, with renewed 
vigour. 

Extract from the minutes, 

A. H. RICHARDS, Secretary. 



PROGRESS OF INTERNAL IMPROVKMETS. 

Pamtyhania CanaL — On Saturday evening last the 
workmen engaged in constructing the locks at the junc 
tjon of the canal with the river in Allegheny-town, com- 
plcted the foundation of the River Lock, aiul the erec- 
tion of its walls above low water mark, — a work of 
immense labour, as the foundation was s>ix feet lower 
than the bed of the river, the waters of which arose with 
such rapidity in the evacuation as to require the con- 
stant use of six screw pumps, each calculated to eject 
a hogshead a minute. These had been kept in motion 
night and day, for some weeks. Mr. Byrne, the con- 
tractor, has now a prospect of completing these two 
superb locks in a few weeks. 

The two other locks in Allegheny-town are finnhed, 
and we understand a hope is entertained that the water 
may be letlnto the Pittsburg and Kiskeminetas division 
of the canal this fall. 

GreAt progress has been made in the construction of 
the canal aquedud across the Allegheny at the mouth of 
Washington street. The two abutments, and two of the 
piers in the river, appear to be nearly completed. The 
other four piers are considerably above the surface of 
the waters 

The tunnel through Grant's Hill remains nearly as it 
WM in the spring— being reserved probably for a winter 
yi^^PitUburs Gaz. 

DoTLSTOWir, Sept« 99. 
Pemujfivania Cono^— The work on the Delaware 
division of the Penn^lvania Canal is rapidly progressing, 
The first 18 miles Irom Bristol to Taylor's Ferry, put 
under contract last fiUl are now^ nearly completed. 
Prom Taylor's Ferry to New Hope, 7 miles put under 
contract on tlie 20th of May, conMderable work has been 
done, and and is rapidly approaching toward completion. 
Prom New Hope to the farm of Brice Pursell Esq. in 
Tinicuro, 18 J miles, was let out to contractors on the 
19th inst. at New Hope between 2 and oOO persons 
w^re present at the letting, most of whom offered bids 
for work, and it is believed the whole haa been let to 
good and competent contractors, and on terms as favo- 
ra1il« X» the SUtc as any work heretofore let. Some of 



the contractors on this last mentioned part have already 
commenced gctive operations, and much *work, it is 
expected, will be done this fall and winter, should the 
weather prove favorable. The route from Esquire 
PurselPs t'^ within about six miles of Easton is also to be 
put under contract in a few weeks, which will make 
about fifty.five miles put under conlracl within one 
year, a great portion of' which is already completed. Un- 
til the meeting of the Legislalure,it will not be determined 
whether the Canal will enter a dam on the Lehigh, or iit 
the Delaware river a short distance below the mouth oT 
the Lehigh, otherwise we presume the whole line would 
have been put under contract this fall. On the route 
from New Hope to Pursell's there are four acqueducts, 
numbered 4, 5, 6, and 7, and situated as follows. — 

No. 4. Crosses Parry's mill dam, at New Hope, 
allowing a^iassage for the stream of 50 feet in the clear. 

No. 5, Crosses Milton Creek, above Lumberville, at 
its mouth 50 feet do. 

No. 6, Crosses Tohicken at^Cowell's 100 feet do. 

No. 7, Crosses Tinicum Creek, at its mouth, 75 feet 
do. 

There are six Culverts, numbered and situated ai 
follows: — 

No. 10 — 8 feet span over Dark Hollow run, ort sec- 
tion 50. 

No. 11—5 do. do. Rabit Run, on section 52. 

No, 1^—12 do. with 2 feet perpendicular below t^c 
spring of the arch, over Phillips mill creek, section 54, 

No. 13—3 feet over a small stream on late W. Mitch*' 
ell's land section S7» 

No. 14 — 12 feet span over Scuttalossa Creek, on 
section 61. 

No. 15—8 feet span over Creek below Lumberville^ 
on section 62. 

Lycoming Hail Road and Coal Company — We arc 
much pleaded to learn that measures are taking to or« 
ganize this company under the charter granted by the 
legislature of Pennsylvania at the last session. We 
understand it is the intention of the company, if they 
can procure a competent Engineer, to have the. route 
of their Rail Road surveyed and located this fiill and 
that they speak confidently of its completion by Novem- 
ber 1829. Its whole length, from the Coal Mines to the 
West Branch, will be from 20 to 21 miles*— jtyco. Gear. 

OFFICIAL. 

Circular to all the Collectors of the Inland Frontiert 
on the Canada line. 

Treasury Department, 7 
August 27, 1828. 5 

Sir: The great extent of the inland and water fron- 
tier along the Canada hne, and facilities thereby aflTord- 
ed for the illicit introduction of foreign merchandize, 
make it necessary that the greatest attention should be 
paid to the due execution of the revenue laws in that 
quarter. 

This letter is, therefore, by the direction of the Pre- 
sident, addressed to you, with a view to excite your 
most active vigilance upon this subjectf which is the 
more especially required nnce the passage of the act of 
the 19th of May last, increasing, in several important 
particulars, the former rate of duties on imported mer^ 
cbandixe. 

A further object of it is to say, that should one or 
more additional inspectors be, in your opinion, necetsa* 
ry within your district, in order to ensure a faithful exe- 
cution of the act above mentioned, /ou will make re- 
port to me accordingly, stating the points at which you 
may deem them necessary to be stationed. 

This intinuition is not given to encourage, in any de- 
gree, an increase of subordinate officers where it can 
be avoided by increased activity and vigilance on the 
part of those already employed; but only that the im- 
portant obiects of the act should not be left in danger 
of frustration throu|^ any real deficiency tn the number 
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of public agents indispenaable towardi lecuring its ob- 
jects. 

I remain veiy respectfully, 

RICHARD RUSH. 

WHEAT AND FLOUR IN ENGLAND. 

We subjoin a table, copied from the New York Al- 
bion, wliich will enable our readers to ascertain at what 
cost, in this country, flour can be exported to Great 
BriUtn with a prospect of gain. The market value of 
the Spanish dollar in England is four shillings and two 
pence sterling, so that fiirty diillings sterling is equal to 
twelve dollars. The figiires in the different columns of 
the table are explained by the heading of each column. 
It will be seen that when the quarter of England shall be 
the value of 60 shilling^ the duty on the barrel of flour 
will be 16 shilUngs, and the price of the barrel, without 
the duty, should be in Liverpool 26shiirm{p in order to 
make it proportionate to the price of the wheat in Eng- 
land. At this price of 26 shillings, or when the quarter 
of wheat shall be 60 shillings in the English market, it is 
the calculation of the correspondent to whom the Albion 
is indebted for this table, that *' it will begin to be ad- 
Tantageous to import American flour.** 

We have heard of flour in Pennsylvania at 71 dollars 
% barrel. If so, thb is a price far above what the 
English Market can possibly warrant for some time to 
come, diould the rise be steady and continued. — ^a- 
tiona! JoumaL 
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PENNSYLVANIA COLLEGES. 

The senu-annual examination, and the commence- 
ment of the students in Washington College, Canons- 
burr, took place on the 25d and 24th ult The exercises 
of the students, are represented as having been highly 
creditable to the institution. Six students received the 
denree of A. B. and twenty gentlemen alumni of the 
college, received the dtgnt of A. M. The winter ses^ 
fio« will commmeBce om tbe 27th nist. 



At Jefferton College, Wa^ington, Pa, the 
mencement took place on the 25th ult After the ususl 
exercises, 27 graduates received the degree of A. B, 
and that of A. M. was given to 13 gentlemen alumni of 
the college. The degree of D.D. was conferred on the 
Rev. John Hemphill, of South Cflrolina— ^. S. Gta. 

Large Stage, -^Tht peatest Object of curiosity, just 
now in Philadelphia, is a huge Coach, constructing bjr 
Mr. 6leason» and intended for the Citizens' Line, to roa 
between Bordentown and Washingtou, (N. J.) Tlw 
enormous vehicle is divided into two apartments^ one 
above the other, Vilh seven scats in each. Tlie whole 
mimber of passengers to be carried is fifty six; twenty 
eight below and the same number above. Th« bodj of 
the carriage is thirteen leet long, Ave feet wide, and tea 
in height. When placed on the wheels^ the roof wiU 
be about fourteen feet from the ground. Tliere are to 
be no ntore than four wheels^ those before about three 
feet in diameter, and the others something less than six. 
The Lreadth of the wheels is eighteen inches, and eadf 
has a double set of spokes. The baggage is to be car- 
ried on a car, attached behind, and drawn on a single 
wheel, two feet atul a half broad. 1 he whole is to bt 
drawn by twelve horses, three abreast, the driver tobt 
aided by two postillions. In the stages now in use, tlie 
number of horses, with three men, instead of a man and 
two boys, would be able to carry but twenty seven pas- 
sengers. It is calculated that the rate of travelling, u 
to speed, will be about the same as in the four horse 
coaches. This carriage it is expected, will be finished 
in about three weeks. It is now at Mr« Gleason*s work 
shop, in St. James's street, back of St. James's church. 

[Chrm. 

(rovemment CrecUts, Phikt. Od, 5,— At a special meet- 
ing of the Chamber of Commerce called for the purpose 
of taking into consideration the injuries arising from the 
present system of government credits, it was 

Resolved, Tliat the essays entitled ••Warehouwng 
syKtem and government Credits," published in one of the 
daily papers of this city, be republished in pamphlet 
form at the expense of this Chamber. 

Resolved, That a committee of thirteen members be 
appointed to carry the above resolution into effect, to 
distribute the essays and correspond with other ChaBV* 
bers of Commerce and influential individuals throughoot 
the Union, for the purpose of engaging their co-opeia- 
tion in bringing the subject efficiently before Congress 
at an early period of the ensuing season. 

Resolved, That the draf^ of a memorial now presented^ 
be referred to the committee for revision, ^nd that they 
cause the same to be printed witli the above mentioned 
pamphlet, and also circulated for signature and presea- 
tation to Congress. 

Resolved, That the proceedings of this Chamber be 
signed bjr the officers and published with tfirepampbietr 
and also m all the newspapers of this city. 

ROBERT RALSTON. Prewdent 

Attest— JoHT Vauohah, Secretary. 

The following named gentlemen were appointed the 
committee. 

T.P. Cope, John A. Brown, M. L. Beran, Hemy Pratt, 
Robert Earp, J. J. Borie, Manuel Eyre^ C. N. Buek, L 
Hacker, L. Clapier, John White, Ambrose White, Go* 
rard Ralston. 



Printed every Saturday morning by WilHan P. Ged» 
des. No. 59 Locust street, Philadelplua; where, and sft 
the Editor's residence^ No. North 12th st subscrip- 
tions will be thankfully received. Price five dollara per 
annum payable in six months aflor the oommencement 
of publication^-and annually, thereafter, by subscriber* 
resident in or near the city— kit where there is an agcvW 
Other subsoribcrs pay in advaaoe.' 



Digitized by 



Google 



THE 



REGISTER OF PENNSYLVANIA. 



DITOTED TO THB PRESIBVATIOK OP XTSBT KIWD OF USIPCL IXFOBXATIOK RESPECTIIfO TE« ITATl. 



EDITED BY SAMUEL HAZARD. 



VOIj. II>~N0> 14. PHIIiADEIiPHIA, OCT. 18, 1828. 



UrO. 42* 



EARLY History of i*ennsylvania. 



7%e eaae relating to the dUptUe bdtveen Lord Bahimore 
and the Penns. Concluded from p. 203. 



1728. 
May. 



1759. 



The Indians, at a treaty, who had not Cat 
that time) released their possession, applied to 
Major Goi*don, the Governor of Pennsylvania, 
and requested him that Pamell, Williams, and 
Sumerford, might be removed from their set- 
tlements; for that, by the former treaty (with 
Sir William Keith) it had been agreed that 
those parts . were to remain unsettled bv the 
Christians, for the benefit of the Indians hunt- 
ing' and planting-. 

And in the latter end of 1728, Pamell, Wil- 
liams, and Sumerford were removed, by order 
of the Pennsylvania gtjvemraent, and theu- 
places leil vacant for the use of the said In- 
dians. 

Since that time the Pennsylvania govern- 
ment, have in this case, as in every other, for 
great and truly valuable considerations, pur- 
chased off the Indian claims. 

An act of Assembly was passed in Pennsyl- 
Uay 10. vania for erecting the upper parts of Chester 
cotmty into a distinct county, called Lancaster, 
and appointing magistrates and officers therein 
for keeping the peace and administering jus- 
tice, and distinct county courts for the same. 

Afid those lands on which Pamell, Williams, 
and Sumerford dwelt, and of which the person 
who will be very often named, Thomas Cres- 
sap, aflen^'ards took possession and lived upon, 
by force of arms, fell into the county of Lan- 
caster. 

In the beginning of the year 1729, John 
tlendricks and James Hendricks Junior, and 
several others, by authority from Pcnnsylva- 
ftia, went and settled on the west side of Sus- 

Suehanna, about three miles still more north 
lan that place from whence Famuli, Wil- 
liams, and Sumerford had been removed as 
aforesiud. And about the same time, several 
other persons settled back from that river, 
south-westerly from John and James Hen- 
dricks, on and about a branch of the river call* 
td Codorus creek, ' to the distance of ten or 
twelve miles. 

All the inhabitants within the compass of 
twelve miles south-westerly from thence^ paid 
« taxes in the new and upper county of Lancas- 
ter. 

James Hendricks having the consent of the 
Indians, went to setde on part of those lands 
from whence Pamell, Williams, and Sumer- 
ford had beerf t^moved, but as he was going to 
vitw the lands, and fix on a place to build his 
house, his g\in accidentally went off and shot 
bis son, and the Coroner of Lancaster county 
kdd an inquisition thereon, and that accident 
prevented Hendricks from settling. And the 
iame coroner held another inquisition there, 
on the murder of a bastavd child. 
Vol, II. 29 



1730. 



1731. 



And some time after tliat Thomas Cre«ap 
came and settled on that land 6n which Pameil 
formerly lived. 

And some time after%<'ards pretended to have 
a right from Mar}-.land: 

And none of the inhabitants in or near thoae 
parts, pretended to hold their lands by any 
other right but that of the proprietors of Femi. 
syl vania, but paid taxes, did duty, and served 
ofHces to Lancaster count}'. 

Except as to Thomas Cressatf^ and thrtt bf 
four more of his associates, \^ho held the lands 
they were settled upoit, and from whence Par- 
nell, Willianr>«, atid Sumerford had been re- 
moved, by force of arms and strong hand. 
1731, I'he Lord Baltimore in his present answer 
May knd insists that he panted a title to Cressap, in the 
Jane, year 1728, which the original petitioners are 
no ways aware of. ^ 

While these matters were passing in PeMV 
sylvania. Lord Baltimore sent a' message ta 
Mr. Penns, to desire they might meet to settle 
their bounds, which proposal was most readil/ 
accepted, and many meetings had thereon. » 

But Mr. Penns not readily agreeing (at that 
time) to Lord Gialtimoi*e's very ^reat demands^ 
which extended up to the fop of the peninsula^ 
and even six or seven miles beyond the whole 
peninsula, within the main continent itself, th« 
agreement was broke off. 
July I. Lord Baltimore petitioned hb Majesty to or* 
der the Pennsylvania proprietors forthwith to , 
join with him in settling and ascertaining the 
said boundaries, and in case they refused, or 
thtft it should not be done within tirclte 
months, that then his majesty would ploise to 
hear the matter in dispute, and ms^e m deter^ 
roination therein. 

That petition produced new Ikiectings aUdl 
treaties between the proprietors. 

And on the 22d of the same fnontb,- th« 
Lord Baltimore drew out with his own hand/ 
and ordered a copy to be given to Mr. Penns, of 
his own terms and proposals, which were at 
lengfth yielded to by Mr. Pewrts, in every single 
instance whatever; so Very desirous were they 
to purchase, at any rate almost, what thev bad 
long wished to enjoy, a setfleittent of auflMM*' 
ner of contest between them. 
July 22. An agreement at full len|^ wis prepared. 



1732, 
May 10. 



exactly founded on such his ovrn propetils^ nd 
the draught was neat ten months under ^c 
consideration of Lord Baltimore, his cimncilt 
solicitor, mathematicilm, deputy-gtyve r nor , and 
agents, and at length was solemnly execated, . 
with his own plan graved on the same skins of 
pfarchment wnereon the agreement was exe- 
cuted. 

By the agreement which bore date lOtll 
May, 1732, several fines, but two principilaDd 
material ones, were dh'ected to be run and 
marked out, as their respective bounds, belbre 
the 25111 of December 173r<. 

One of these principal liifes was» t9 tun up 
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the middle of the peninsuU in order to divide 
Hioyland from the three lower counties. 

And the other principal Une was to be his 
Lordship's head, or north bounds, to divide 
Maryliind from the Province of Pennsylvania. 

The line which was to run up the middle of 
the Peninsula, was expressly agreed by the 
ailicles to touch or make a tangent to the 
western part of the circle of Newcastle town, 
and tJie place where that circle was to be run, 
was described in the following words: 

** That there shall bo the said circle mention- 
ed in the said Charter for Pennsylvania and 
deed of bargpiin and sale or feoffment of New- 
castle, (or so much thereof as is requisite) 
drawn and marked out at the twelve miles dis< 
tance from the town of Newcastle, which 
twelve miles shall be twelve English statute 
miles. 

The other line, which was to divide Mary- 
land from Pennsylvania, was to be a due west 
line to run across Susquehannah river, and to 
come down so low, as to be fifteen mUes due 
south, or below the most southern part of the 
city of Philadelphia. 

' Which line, upon a careful survey, is found 
to grant to Lord Baltimore, not only up to the 
top and highest part of the peninsul» (to the 
middle part only of which pehinsula his charter 
before extended) but also to prant to him the 
lands up within the main continent itself, not 
only as far as his grandfather had claimed in 
1683; but near two miles further up into the 
main continent than that. 

And the Lord Baltimore, by that agreement, 
Released to Mr. Penns, in fee, the three lower 
counties by express name, and all other the 
lands, on their side of those lines; and Mr. 
Penns, reciprocally, released to him all lands 
on his aide of those fines. 

And Lord Baltimore released not only the 
lands as aforesaid, but also all his claims and 
pretensions to the same, and covenanted to 
make further assurance thereof; and also to 
support the interest of Mess. Penns, ip, and to 
the same, by all the means in his power. 

Those aiticles also contained agreements for 
appointing comraissionei-s, on botq sides, to run 
^ those lines, and a proviso in Uie following 

words: 

" That in case a sufficient quorum of the* 
commissioners to be named on either side, shall 
not, from time to time, according to the ap- 
pointments and adiournments to be made for 
that purpose, attend to proceed in the marking 
and running out the lines and bounds aforesaid, 
for want whereof, the same cannot be done 
within the time limited, then this present 
agreement, and every article and thing here- 
in contained, shall cease, determine, and be 
utterly void. And then, and in such case, the 
party or parties, whose commissioners shall 
make such default, his or their heirs, execu- 
tors, or administrators, shall and will ^rfeit 
and pay to the other party or parties, whose 
commissioners shall attend, his or their execu- 
tors, or administrators, upon demand, the sum 
of jeSOOO of lawful money of Great Britain." 
May 12. Comnussioners were appointed oik both 
sides. 
1733. Those commissioners, on both sides, signed 
Nov. 24. a parting minute, setting forth numbers of 
meetings which they had had, and particular- 
ly that they had been in continual debate for 
eleven days past, and each side continued to 
persist in their former opinion; that is, the 
Pennsylvania commissioners insisted as they al- 



' ways had done, in running out so much of fte 
circle as should be requisite, at the disitance of 
twelve English statute miles from the town of 
Newcastle, as by the second ai-ticle of the 
said agreement was directed. And the Mary- 
land commissioners on their part insisted, as at 
former meetings they had done, upon ranninf^ 
a circle, or so much thereof as should be requi- 
site, whose periphery or circumference was 
tWelve miles only; or whose diameter was 
somewhat less than four miles, as the only dr- 
cle meant in the feoffment of New Castle, and 
as the only circle intended by the nroprietors 
in the said articles. — And that, under this dif- 
. ference of judgment, the Maryland commisaon- 
ers were of opinion, no other consequence 
could arise, than either, that the commission- 
ers should continue together till the twenty- 
fifth of December then next, without runnbg 
the circle, or else depart without further ad- 
journment; wherefore they agreed, to depart 
without further adjournment. 

And so the lines were notiu:tuaI]y ran out; 
but that happened, not for want of attendance 
by^the commissioners, whereby the same could 
not be done, so to make these articles void, 
but from a very strange pretended difference of 
opinion by the Maryland commissioners, (where 
there could be no real doubt) whether by the 
express words in the articles, whereby the circle 
was to be drawn at 12 miles distance from the 
town, which twelve miles should be twelve 
English statute miles, the proprietors really 
meant twelve miles, as they had clearly ex- 
pressed, or something less than two miles dis- 
tance from the town? 

As soon as Christmas, 1733, the time for 
running the lines agreed on by those articles, 
expired, the disturbances now complained of 
begun, by that veiy turbulent person Thonus 
Cressap. 
Feb. ^3* An inquisition was taken before the coroner 
in the township of Hempfeild, in the county of 
Lancaster, in the province of Pennsylvania, on 
the body of Knowles Daunt, then lying dead, 
whereby the coroner's inquest found, that at 
Hempfeild aforesaid, 7*homas Cressap, with 
force and arms, on the twenty-ninth of January 
then last, with one hand gun with powder and 
long shot loaded, on purpose towards the said 
Daunt held and presented, did discharge; and 
shot the said Daunt, and mortally wounded 
him, whereof he immediately languished until 
the twelfth of J'ebruary then instant, on the 
evening of which day he died. And so the jo* 
rors, on their qualifications said. That the aid 
Thomas Cressap, the said Daunt feloniously 
did murder, in maimer aforesaid, against the 
peace, &c. 

pressap having first got his possession, as 
the original petitionei-s say in 1731, but as Lord 
Baltimore says in 1728, and having kept Ks 
possession by force of arms and strong hapd, 
and having b^cpin to embrue his bands in 
blood, contrived how to secure himself from 
the undoubted jurisdiction of Pennsylvania. 

In order whereto, he, by fair promises of 
(pmts from the Maryland government, exemp- 
tion from taxes, and other such hke, (which 
never were in any sort performed) and also by 
force and threatenings to turn the German 
settlers out of their settlements and nnn them, 
did prevail on a very few of his neighbours, wu 
fkr only to lU^knowIedge the Maryland jurisdk- 
tion, as for some short time only, to decline 
their rates to Pennsylvania; and some of the 
poor German settlers (who were unacquaint* 
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ed with the exact bounds of the previncei) 
were thereupon seduced to think themselTes, 
for a short time only, within Mtiylund? being 
compelled thereto, in order to prerent the ruin 
threateoed upon them by Cressap. 

Which the people of Pennsylvania peaceably 
submitted to, and made no forcible opposition 
(hereto. And this opportunity was taken by 
Mr. Ogle, Deputy Governor of Marylind under 
Lord Baltimore^ to ride up into tlut neighbor- 
hood in his own person, and forward such at- 
tempt of Cresstp'i, in order thereby to enlarge 
the bounds of Blaryland, by promising those 
German settlers (what he never performed) 
sufficient g^rsnts for their lands. 

But as he knew how extravagantly far those 
settlements were up within the main continent, 
more northerly than even the city of Philadel- 
phia, and beyond all possibility or colour of 
Maiyland claim, the witnesses swear, they nev- 
er could obtain any patent, certificate of sur- 
vey, or even a warrant from tl^e said Mr. Ogle, 
or any under his authority, but nevertheless 
Cressap extorted from divers inhabitants seve- 
ral sums to a considerable value. 

1734. Major Gordon, then Governor of Pennsyl- 

llay 14. vania, sent to Mr. Ogle the Deputy Governor 
of Maryland, a letter; and two commissioners 
authorized by the great seal of the province, 
complaining heavily that two persons, John 
Hendricks and Joshua Minshall, who had been 
seized and carried off their plantations several 
miles above Conestogo, were, notwithstanding 
his former complaint of that matter to Mr. 
Ogle, continued prisoners in the public goal 
in Annapolis in Maryland; and that as a corres- 
pondence by letters might delay the matter, 
be therefore had sent up those two commis- 
sioners, duly authorized to treat on the sub- 
ject of establishing peace on the mutual bor- 
ders; and hoped for his ready concurrence in 
agreeing on such just measures as might effec- 
tually secure the peace of the people, till such 
times as the lines should be run, and the bounds 
indisputably fixed, or at least till such time as 
his Majesty could be applied to, and his plea- 
sure known. 

May 22. Accordingly a formal demand in writing was 
made by those commissioners. Mr. Ogle, b^ 
a written answer, resolved the whole into this 
point. That those two commissioners should 
join with him in a petition to his Majesty to de- 
termine and fix the bounds. 

May 23 . They told him, in writing, they were willing 
24. to agree on any reasonable bounds, for limiting 
the present jurisdiction, without prejudice to 
the right of the proprietors, and that they were 
well assured the Pennsylvania government 
would join in a representation to his Majesty. 

May 25. Which expression he took advantage of, and 
tol4 them, in writing, be was sorry the> the 
commissioners did not think themselves autho- 
fized to join with him in such a representation, 
but hoped they would receive more umple 
powers, when they returned to Pennsylvania. 

May 27. And tiie Pennsylvania commissioners thereon 
told him, in writing, th%t measures might be 
taken for preventing disturbances, without any 
representation to his Majesty; and that it would 
be most pvoper for the proprietors, or their 
governors, to join in any such representation; 
but yet, rather than the good work of restoring 
peace should be delayed, they were ready, at 
the same time tliat they agreed on a reasonable 
boundary for limiting the jurisdiction, to join 
with him in a representation to his Majtsty, of 



the uncertainty of the present boundari^, oc- 
casioned by not executmg the agreement 
May 30. And the Pennsylvania commissioners deliver- 
ed a written protest to him, and declared they 
would represent to his Majesty their great 
sufferings under those public abuses, and im- 
plore his interpoation. 
July. Mr. Thomas Penn being in Pennsyh-ania, 

•Mr. John Penn, the eldest brother, went thi- 
ther also, to endeavor (if possible) to prevent 
or put an end to, any disturbances which might 
arise, from the lines having been run. 
Aug. 8. Lord Baltimore petitioned his Majesty in 
Council, praying his Majesty t6 giye him a con- 
firmatory grant of the lands within the bounds 
of his patent, without the restriction of hoc- 
tcnu9 incuUa, 

The petition being referred to the Lords of 
trade, came on to be heard there, in the ab- 
sence of both the eldest brothers of Mr. Penn, 
who were thcn» with their titles and evidences, 
in America; and \\q person in England had ei- 
ther authority or instructions to make a proper 
defence for them, and the Lords of trade made 
a report thereon. 
1735. But the several petitions having been pre- 
May 16. sented to his Majesty, as well on the behalf of 
the absent Mr. Penns, as of the people settled 
in those countries, (in which petitions the 
agreement between the proprietors made in 
May, 1732, was disclosed to his Majesty:) — 
Thereupon his Majesty, after a report from the 
right honourable the Lords of the Committee, 
by his royal order in council, of this date, was 
pleased to order, "That the connderation of 
the said report and petition be adjourned, un- 
til the end of Michaelmas term next; that the 
said John, Thomas, and Richard Penn, may 
have an opportunity to proceed in a Court of 
Equity, to obtain relief upon the said articles 
so insisted upon by tiiem, according as th^y 
shall be advised. And his Majest^r doth hereby 
further order, that after the expiration of the 
said time, either party be at liberty to apply to 
the Committee of Council for Phmtation Af- 
ftdrs, as the nature of the case may reauur." 
June 21. Messrs. Penns instantly (in a month's time) 
filed a very long bill in the High Court of Chan- 
cery, against Lord Baltimore, for a specific 
peHbrmance of those articles, and for relief in 
many respects, which is still depending. 

Since the said order, the following matters 
have from time to time, and almost continuallv 
happened; wlierefore the people in Pennsyl- 
vania conceived it their duty humbly to com- 
plain of, and represent them to his most ncrcd 
Majesty, and to pray his Majesty to enjoin the 
Lord Baltimore, and all others claiming autho- 
rity under him, to desist from all further acts of 
violence to thie people of Pennsylvania; and 
that he do confine himself to the bounds and 
limits set to his province, as well by his grand- 
fiither as himself, until the same shall be deter- 
mined by due course of law, and for general 
relief. 
1735. John Wright, Esq. a Justice of Peace in 

July. Lancaster county,having sowed a field of wheat^ 
on the west side of Susquehanna river, oppor 
nte to the plantation where he lived on the 
east side of the same, about 7 or 8 miles more 
northerly than the city of Philadelphia, he 
went with hit servants the beginning of this 
month to reap the same; but Thomas Cressap, 
with 20 persons, with guns, swords, pistols^ 
and blunderbusses^ and drums beating, came 
in ft hostile manner, to the terror of the people^ 
Into the field, with waggonsi with intention to 
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prevent Mr. Wright from rekping-his field, and 
in order to carry off the grain; and Cressap 
presented a drawn sword io one hand, and a 
cocked pistol in the other, to Mr. Wright*a 
breast. Upon which he commanded him to 
keep the peace at his peri], which had «pme 
weight with tlie company who were with Crea- 
•api wlip, on their parts seemed unwilling to 
proceed to hostilities; but he declared he was 
come to fight the Pennsylvanians, if they would 
^nk fit to engage. 
jBep . 24. The under sheriff of Lancaster county went 
to serve a writ for debt, on one Lockman, 23 
miles to the northward of the line, called the 
Ottorara-line, run by the Lord Baltimore's 
grandfather, and having served the writ» was 
bringing the prisoner away. In about two or 
thiHce mUes, one Mark Evans met and asked 
the sheriff where he was carrying Lockman ? 
lie said to goal, unless that he would give bail. 
Evans answered, he beHcved bail would be 
found, and instantly about 20 or 30 men on 
horseback, armed with cutlasses and clubs, fell 
upon the s&id sheriff and his assistants, in a 
most fiirious and violent manner, beat and 
grievously wounded them, and rescued Lock- 
man, and the sheriff and his company were for- 
ced to fly; but the sheriff's horse failing him, 
he fell into their hands again, and four men at 
once beat him with heavy clubs, and most cru- 
elly wounded him, so that he long lay in dan- 
ger of his life. Sevei-al of the persons names 
who did this were Michael Risner, Francis 
» Clapsdale, Christian Crowle, Barnard Wayman, 
Nicholas Kens, and Martin Schuts, who all liv- 
•d on the west side of Susquehanna, notabove 
one mile to the southward of Hendricks, and 
called themselves Marylanders. And they are 
known to be so; for one of those persons who 
rescued Lockman, had sometime before res- 
cued Glapsdale, who was arrested for debt, by 
a writ from Lancaster countv, and presented a 
gun at the sheriff, and told him they belonged 
to Maryland, and would not suffer any Penn- 
sylvania officer to come over the river. 
Pct« Thonuis Cressap declared, that if the Mary- 

land governor would allow him fiAy men, he 
would go over into that part of Lancaster coun- 
ty lying on the east side of Susquehanna river, 
' and would turn Samuel Blunston and the inha- 
bitants of Dunnegal, out of their houses; and 
w««ld pass through the province of Pennsyl- 
vania to Philadelphia, and Cressap desired per- 
sons to request the Maryland governor to send 
spme people to assist him therein. 
P«e. And by and by the Maryland governor did 

assist him, not with 50 men only, but with 300 
men in arms for those purposes. 

Cressap declared to other persons, in dis- 
course about John Wright's building and set- 
tling on the west side of Susquehanna, near 
And adjoining to John Hendrick's plantation, 
khat Wright should not be suffered to live long 
in that place; for if the sheriff and officers of 
Maryland could not remove him, the said Cres- 
sap would bum his house over his head. 

He further declared that, before he was six 
months older^ he would build a fort, where John 
WriglU^s house stood, and would bring up can- 
Aon, and baiter down the houses of some of the 
inhabitants in Lancaster county, on the east 
^ide of the river, and particularly Samuel Blun- 
ston's house, standing oj^osite to the said 
Wright's. 
€736. On this day, a Maryland surveyor, with b^ 
ffMy 6. iMistants, attended by Cressap, with about 20 
inen^ ifrmtd w\$h muskets, pistols, blunder- 



busses, and cutlasses, surveyed land along side 
the Susquehanna. They declared, they did it 
by Lord Baltimore's authority. The PenmyU 
vanians told them, that land had been surveyed 
long ago, iChd regularly returned into the Penn- 
sylvania I,and Office. They said, they should 
not regard that The Pennsylvanians asked 
them, why they brought all those armed men^ 
They bid him to ask Cressap. They did so. 
And Cressap said, he had orders from Gover- 
nor Ogle to raise the militia, and guard the 
surveyor from the Penasylvanians. The Penn- 
sylvania people asked, why they came so fiu* 
north, beyond any of their usnal pretensioDi, 
for that now they were got several miles north 
of Philadelphia; and told the surveyors, they 
theniselves knew they were surveying lands in 
Pennsylvania. The surveyor answered, that 
was none of his business; he was to follow the 
Governor of Maryland's orders. Cressap, see- 
ing more persons coming from Mr. Wright's 
house, ordered his trumpeter to sound, and 
his men to draw together, and stand to thdr 
arms, though none of the PennsylvaniaBs» who 
were come, or coming, had any arms ataB, ex- 
cept one gentleman a hanger by his side. Th«e 
came in to Cressap's assistance, ten or twehd 
more of Cressap's men, nM)stly armed, and in- 
sulted the Pennsylvanians; and the surveyor 
and his company proceeded on that forcihie 
survey^. 
Aug. 5. Major Gordon, the late Governor of Penn- 
sylvania died, whereupon the invasions from 
Maryland became more terrible and more fit- 
quent 
Aug. 11. About fifty or sixty persons, heads of the 
German families, writ and subscribed a letter 
to Mr. Ogle, complaining of the oppressions 
they had met with fi-om Maryland, different 
from the rest of the Maiyland tenants, which 
made them conclude that the governor and 
magistrates of Maryland themselves did not 
believe them to be settled in their province, 
but that they had been seduced and made use 
of, first by promises, and then by threats and 
punishment, to answer purposes which were 
unjustifiable, and would end in their ruin; 
wherefore they, with many of their neighbor^ 
being at last truly sensible of the wronp they 
had done the Pennsylvania proprietors, in set- 
tling on their lands without paying obedience 
to their government, did resolve to return to 
their duty, and live under the laws and gov- 
ernment of Pennsylvania, in which they be- 
lieved themselves seated; and that they would 
adhere to, till the contrary should be deter- 
mined by a legal decision of the disputed 
bounds; and their honest and just intention 
they desired might be made known to the Bla- 
ryland governor. 
Aug. 13. Two days afterwards, most of those per- 
sons, to the number of forty seven, sienedand 
sent up a petition to Mr. Log^n (who lias been 
of the Pennsylvania Council about forty yean, 
and who, by surviving his seniors, became eld- 
est counsellor, and upon whom, not by any 
particular appointment, but by an act of »- 
sembly, actually confirmed by Q. Anne in 
Council, the Presidentship devolved on the 
late Governor's death) setting forth, that they 
had been deceived through their ignorance, 
to settle under Maryland; and particularly had 
been told that the river was the division, that 
they had been ill used, that they were now in- 
formed that not the river, but an. east and west 
line across the river, must be the division, and 
obserTing that the people on the east side of 
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the river, inhabitaAts of Pennsylvania, who 
lived much noore southward than they, enjoyed 
their possessions peaceably, wiUiout any claiai 
from MarVlandjthey saw they hadijeen imposed 
upon, to answer some purposes from Mar)'land, 
and that they were not settled within that pro- 
vince, as made to believe-, from a sense where- 
of, and of the wrong" they were doing to Penn- 
sylvania, they resolved to return to their duty, 
and prayed the President to impute their late 
errors to their want of better information, and 
to receive them into the protection of the 
Pennsylvania laws and government, to which 
they promised all faithful obedience for the fu- 
ture. 
1736. Accordingly, upon this their own free re- 
Au^.31. quest, they were received as tenants of Penn- 
^Ivania. 

Governor Og^e writ to President Logan, and 
enclosed him a copy of what had been sent 
him (as above) by the German settlers, and 
insinuates, that though he is unwilling to be- 
lieve the Pennsylvania government would sup- 
port such a beiiaviour. yet he apprehends it 
must have took its rise from the encouragement 
and prevalency of some Magistrates of that 
government 

Whereupon the two principal agents who 
managed for all those persons, were examined 
before two justices, and solemnly declared 
. that that return to Pennsylvania was made of 
the people's own mere motion and free will, 
without any previous pei-suasion, or threaten- 
ing^, or compulsion from the Magistrates, or 
•any other person, to their knowledge, and that 
the said letter to the Maryland governor was 
•writ at their own request. 

Tho. Cressap declared that, in a few days, 
lie expected a g^eat many armed men from 
Maryland, to help him the said Cressap to make 
the people, living between John Wright's fer- 
ry and Codorus creek, prisoners, because they 
refused to acknowledge themselves Lord Bal- 
timore's tenants, and that then, and till then, 
he would waylay both the roads, in order to 
take them— -he declared he would seize all the 
^ats and^anoes that belongfed to Wright, that 
no person should come over the river to their 
assistance. He went out of doors, and return- 
ed with brimstone, which he declared was to 
make matches with, in order to dart upon the 
roof of John Wright's house, to set it on fire, 
in case the people should fly thither for shel- 
ter. 

The militia of Maryland were raised, and 
mustered by Nathaniel Rigby,then lately made 
a colonel, for twelve hours, and the colonel 
and officers ordered the common soldiers, in 
the governor's name, to march; the m^n seem- 
ed unwillmg;, whereupon Rigby upbraided 
them with want of duty to the governor's or- 
ders, and pricked off a number of men out of 
kis company,* and commanded them, under pe- 
nalty of £50 a man, to meet on Friday then 
next, with arms and twenty charges of pow- 
der and ball, each man, to march up Susque- 
hanna? and Colenel Rigby declared that if the 
Pennsylvania people should resist, and not 
o, , ■ttbnut to Maryland, the hardiest should fend 
Sunday ofT. 

Sep. 5. They went up from Karyknd, and marched 
to Susquehanna, with drums beating and trum- 
pets sounding, and mustere<l and exercised at 
Susquehanna, near to Cressap's house. The 
300 men who so came up, blamed Cressap very 
inuch for the disturbances that had been in 
™»e parts> tnd said they were not obligfcd to 



fight with the Pennsylvanians in Cressap's be- 
half. He swore they were only afraid of theu* 
mother's calve skins, and that it was Lord 
Baltimore's right he was maintaining; and he , 
disregarded tlitm, for he had the Governor of 
Maryland's order for what he did. He fre- 
quently called Col. Hall, who commanded the 
300 militia, a damned coward, for not suffering 
him to fire with a blunderbuss upon the Penn- 
sylvania people, who were coming over the 
river in a flat The militia cut leaden bars, 
and declared those were to shoot Pennsylva- 
nians; upon company coming over the 
river in three flats, Cressap marched his 
men to the river in a body, and fired one blun- 
derbuss. They seized two persons, Pattison 
and Wilkins, under pretence there was some 
proclamation, and £50 reward against thenv 
They demanded other Dutch people, but were 
refused— and the Pennsylvania people resolved 
to stand on their defence, the militia divided, 
and one body went and took pewter and lip%n 
from some Dutch families, on pretence of pub- 
lic dues to the government of Maryland. And 
finding force and threatenings were ineflTec- 
tual, the sheriff employed a person to go from 
house to house among the inhabitants, and ac- 
quaint them, if they would submit to Maryland, 
he would engage they should live free from 
taxes till the line should be run. 
1736 . The President and Council of Pennsylvania, 
Sep. 17, issued a proclamation, commanding- all persons 

to keep the peace. 
Sep. IS. They wrote a serious letter to Mr. Ogle, 

remonstrating this very great injury, declaring^ 
they knew nothing at all, nor had the least 
hand in advising or influencing the attornment 
of these Germans, but could obtain no sort of 
redress. 

As soon as ever this affair was over, a new 
scheme was set on foot by the deputy governor 
and council of Maryland, by the Rev. Mr. Hen- , 
derson, the first petitioner in the clergy's cross 
petition, and by Thomas Cressap, the g^at 
agent in all these troubles, still to g-et away 
those German settlements by force; and this 
scheme was to be attended even with more 
shocking circumstances and cruelties than the 
former. 

The want of success in the former scheme 
had proceeded from their own militia, the com- 
mon men in which, had too much humanity, 
' and too little concern in the event to act hear- 

tily in it; therefore the new scheme was, to 
pick up a set of people from Ireland, and other 
new comers, who as yet had no settlement or 
lands of their own; and to promise them, if 
they would af sist to drive out those Germans, 
they should have their cleared lands, and build- 
ings, and improvements. And to make this 
the more horrid and barbarous, this scheme, 
to turn the poor Germans and their wives and 
children out of their houses and improvements, 
was to be executed as soon as the hard weather 
began, in the severe winters of North Ameri- 
ca, where the cold is most intense. 

Accordingly a number of men were picked 
up, and they were to petition, and did, by the 
help of Mr. Henderson, petition Gov. Ogle for 
lands, whicli if he would grant them, they pro- 
mised to defend the same, and Lord Baltimore's 
rig-ht thereto, with their lives and fortunes, and 
Governor Ogle himself signed an order that 
52 of them should have each of them 200 acres 
laid out; and Governor Ogle and his Council 
concerted and promised that the i^ilitia should 
go up, and meet those new petitioners, and 
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give them possession of the lands; and aims 
were accordingly prepared for that scheme, 
andCressap showed the persons who were to 
have those lands, the Germans houses, mills, 
settlements, and improvements. 

The two Justices of the Superior Court of 
Peniisylvania issued out a warrant to the She- 
riff of Lancaster county, reciting" complaints 
made to them, that Cressap had murdered 
Daunt, and that Cressap stood charged with di- 
vers other high crimes and misdemeanours; 
therefore commanding in his majesty's name, 
(as they had divers times before comma»- •^'»H) 
the Sheriff to apprehend Cressap, and g 
him before them, to be dealt with accor . ^ to 
law. 

Cressap gave out, that in the winter next 
coming, when the ice was'in the river, a great 
number of armed men would come up from 
Maryland, and lie in the woods, near the 
Butch inhabitants, and he the said Cressap, 
with ten armed men, would go from house to 
house, and take the masters of the families 
prisoners, and when they had as many as they 
could manage, they would cany them to the 
armed force in the woods, and return agun, 
till he had taken all who would not submit to 
Maryland. And if any other inhabitants of 
Pennsylvania should come to their relief, the 
armed force who lay in the woods, would pui^ 
aue, take, and carry them all prisoners to Ma- 
ryland. And if any of the men fted from their 
houses, he would turn the women and child- 
ren out of doors, and bring up other people 
from Maryland and place in their possessions; 
who should hold the same by force of arms for 
Lord Baltimore. 

Cressap declared that he himself had advis- 
ed the Sheriff, when the 300 men came up be- 
fbre, to fire on the people in the boats cross- 
ing the river, but said that they were fools and 
cowards, and had done no good in coming up. 

Cressap declared that the governor of Mary- 
land had now sent up a great number of small 
arms, cannon, and ammunition, to Colonel Rig- 
by's, to be conveyed to Cressap's, and that the 
^leriffs and olHcers were to be sent up in a lit- 
tle time, to dispossess and confine all the 
Dutch people on the West side of the river, 
south-westeriy from John Hendricks, who 
would not submit to the Maryland gfovernment, 
and that the governor of Maryland had sent to 
Newcastle and Chester county for Irish people, 
who were to come up and be put in posses.sion 
by the sheriff and officers of the Dutch peo- 
ple's possessions. 

Cressap listed one man in his service at £15 
a year, as his drummer, and to exercise his 
men, and promised to reconmiend him to the 
governor to make it worth 25 or j£30 a year; 
and promised him to give him one of the Dutch 
people's plantation if he would help to dis- 
possess ^hem. 
Nov. 18. fJressap listed another man at £12 a year, to 
and 20. defend him, and to go on such enterpnses 
against the Pennsylvanians, as Cre8s:«p should 
think proper. — Cressap's wife brought him 
news that Munday and Leet, two of the heads 
of those people, who petitioned for the Dutch 
people's lands, were taken with their papers, 
and with Governor Ogle's orders; and she 
proposed that if Cressap and Jacob would g^ 
over the river, one Mary Emerson should en- 
gag^ John Ross at a g^me at cards, and in the 
mean time Cressap should go in and seize and 
carry him away, and Jacob swore he would be 
revenged of Mr. Ross, and would go over the 



water and shoot him; and Cressap told him be 
would not be a faithful servant unless he did 
it. Another of Cressap's men present, offeretl 
to go over with Jacob, and wait in the caxioe 
while he committed the murder, and take liim 
safely back; and Cre«sap -added a promise ol^ 
his freedom if h*^ did it, and a discharge, "w^ith 
a pass to trr** nto Maryland, where (he sajd^ 
the Pennsylvunia men durst not follow him. 

Nov. 22. On this da/ Cressap sent down two men 
with four horses to Colonel Rigby's, for the 
arms and ammunition, and declared that be 
daily expected up about 150 men, who -were 
to bp by him conducted to the Dutch settle- 
ments, to take the people out of their bouses 
in the night by force of arms, and carry them 
to Maryland, and that these people were to 
hold the said places by force c£ arms, as te- 
nants to Lord Baltimore. 

In all the foregoing instances the people of 
Pennsylvania have been passive, and have most 
peaceably submitted to these treatments; the 
only instance charged against them, wherein 
they are said to be active, is the apprehending 
Cressap upon a legal warrant, to answer for the 
murder he had committed, and for the other 
many disorders he had been guilty of; some 
only of which are before related, as nearly as 
possible in the very words of the proofs. 

And it is most humbly submitted, whether 
in duty to his Majesty, and to themselves, they 
were not only justified in apprehending him, 
but bound to do it, and culpable if they had 
omitted so seize him. 

Nov. 24. Cressap was apprehended by the Sheriff of 
Lancaster county. And the circumstances of 
the taking him, are deposed by many witnesses 
to be as follows: 

The sheriff was attended by 23 men; he 
went to Cressap's house early in the morning; 
he himself and others read the warrant for mur- 
der to Cressap, and in his hearing several times 
over. He several times required him to sur- 
render peaceably. In answer thereto, Cressap 
, swore he would never ,surrender till he was 
dead. He called for a dram of rum, and 
drank "Damnation to himself and all with 
him, if ever they surrendered. He swore be 
would kill all the Pennsylvanians before be 
would be taken. He would shoot the first of 
his own men who refused to fire at his com- 
mand, or who offered to capitulate. Before 
any force or violence was offered, two blunder- 
busses with shot were fired from Cressap's 
house, upon the sheriff and his asssistants. 
Some of the sheriff's assistants were wounded 
thereby. The sheriff desired and entreated 
him to let his wife go out of the house, and the 
sheriff and his assistants would retire, but he 
refused. Cressap declared he had sent down 
to Mar^'land for arms, and expected 300 men 
by that time it should be night. Thereupon 
night coming on, some of the people, without 
the sheriff's consent, set fire to a shed netp to 
the house, which was only round rough logs 
of wood, piled upon each other, and was veiT 
low, the roof being within reach; the sheriff 
endeavoured to put it o*it. And then Cressap 
and his men rushed out, and fired upon the 
sheriff and his assistants, and wounded s^ve* 
ral. And bis own man, Michael Risner by 
name, shot another of his own men, Laughlan 
Malone by name, and killed him, mistaldog 
him for a Pennsylvanian. 

Note — In the Lord Baltimore's answer to the 
original petition, he insists, here, that the 
Pennsylvanians killed tht •man, but his own de- 
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{{jjii' puty-go?emor and CouncO, on the spot, do 

te*} not pretend any tWng like it; they themselves 

£(,; only say, that a firinjif of guns ensMed, whereby 

i^ k man was killed, and the proofs sa/ it was 

te u done in the manner, and by Cressap's own 

^ man, the person above related. 

* 1^ Immediately after Gressap's being seized, 

t,,i] with Risner, he decla»: fhiiiat if he was a pri- 

j^^ ' soner in Lancaster town^ they could not keep 

,0 :^ him long, for he would soon be relieved, and 

the town set on fire; and again declared ihat a 
body of men would soon be sent from Mary- 
land, and bum Lancaster town to ashes, and 
that it was the SherifPs best way to remove 
him from thence as soon as possible. 

The two provincial judge^ by their warrant, 
committed Cressap to the gwd of Pennsylvania 
county, till delivered by due course of law. 
Dec. 11. Immediately thereupon, the President of 
Pennsylvania called the Council and Assembly, 
and they together signed the present original 
petition to his Majesty, humbly informing him 
of these matters. 

Three days afterwards, they informed a cou- 
ple of agents, who were sent up from Mary- 
land, that they had applied to his Majesty in 
this affair. 

The two cross petitions from the deputy- 
governor and council, and from the commissary 
and clergy of Maryland, were for the first 
time, lodged in the Council Office, and were 
some time afterwards referred to the Lords of 
the Committee. 

The original petitioners beg leave to- offer, 
. that had one single attack been made upon 
them, though it had been ever so clearly 
within Pennsylvania — Or had many attacks 
been made upon them, but in such places as 
by any possibility there could have been any 
shadow for doubt which province they had been 
in; in either of those cases, they would not have 
given his majesty and the lords this trouble. 
But when these attacks are, for the first 
time, begun, af^er Lord Baltimore by his own 
agreement in 1732, had, for a most valuable 
consideration, precisely fixed his own bounds, 
and those much higher than were ever before 
claimed, and daily and frequently made, and 
in places beyond all possibility of doubt, in 
\duch province tliey were, are* carried on by 
an army, and by fire and sword, and with such 
outrages, as if Ae Marylanders thouglit them- 
selves at war in an enemy's country; 

It then became the duty of the President, 
Council, and Assembly of Pennsylvania^ to 
represent the matters to his majesty. 

Their ori^nal petition contains also their 
fears and apprehensions, that these violences 
would be still continued from Maryland, and, 
notwithstanding notice was given them on the 
fourteenth of December, 1756, that the Penn- 
^Ivanians had petitioned his majesty; yet on 
the twenty-ninth of December, 1736, and in 
June and October, 1731^, they hate been car- 
ried on to a greater degree (if possible) than 
before. But as those matters are subsequent 
to the date of the first Pennsylvania petition, 
they are not stated at -present 

It may be very necessary to observe as to 
tlve places where every one of these disturb- 
ances has been committed: and in domestic or 
foreign transactions, it would be scarcely prac- 
ticable to give clear and satisfactory evidence, 
at this distance from the spot, of those facts; 
but it is particularly fortunate that this case 
does not labour under any uncertainty in that 
respect, but is the most clear one in the whole 



world, and may be determined by those single 
points, which the Lord Baitimore so much in- 
sists on in his ansWer, viz. That his bounds are 
\ those of his own charter, and those only, and 

that his people have never, in anyone instance, 
exceeded those bounds; but that the people 
in Pennsylvania have, in many instances, and 
in a great degree, encroached on his said 
bounds. 

Because his bounds end low, according to 
his charter, within the I^eninsula, and tSese 
disturbances have all been- committed very 
- »» ••• high and far up, within the main continent 
- For the charter for Maryland grants only (as 

■^ to this purpose) a part of a peninsula, and sup- 
posing that was to have been the very highest 
part of all the peninsula (which it is not) even 
in that case, every one of these disturbances 
have happened in no part at all of the peninsu- 
la, but far up within the main continent, and 
so far within it, as twenty-five miles above, and 
more north than, the vi hole and every part . 
whatsoever of the peninsula, and many of them 
a great many miles more north even than the 
city of Philadelphia. 

These matters therefore would be twenty- 
five miles at least out of his bounds, if the 
whole and every part of the Peninsula, had 
been granted to him; which removes his 
bounds from the scene of these disturbances' 
made by his deputy^govemor and Cressip^ 
full fif^y-seven miles, over and above the twen- 
ty-five miles. For such part of the peninsula 
as is granted to him, is such part of the penin- 
sula as lies between the ocean, on the east, and 
the bay of Chesapeake on the west; and that 
is the middle part only of the peninsula, and 
removes his bounds at least eighty-two miles 
below the place where these disturbance» 
were committed. 

It is also to be observed, that the place 
where the very lowest of these disturbances- 
was committed by Maiyland, is so far north, 9,b 
to be nineteen miles and a half above the line 
claimed by the Lord Baltimore himself in 1683,- 
and above seventeen miles and a half upon an 
exact measurement, above the line, which the 
present Lord Baltimore demanded, and whicb 
Messrs. Penn conveyed to him by the agree- 
ment in May 1732. 
1737. With regard to the quieting order made on: 
Aug. 18. 18th August 1737, it appears to have be^n in- 
tended to preserve peace,not to affect the right 
of either proprietor, and it also appears to have 
been as a provisional order, until his Majesty's- 
pleasure should be further signified. » 

That order consists of two parts; the first, 
an order to keep the peaces the second, an or- 
der to grant out no lands, as a means idso, for 
preserving the peace. 

And, as this is the first opportunity the Penn- 
sylvania proprietors have had of offering any 
matter for consideration on that head, they beg 
leave to submit, in the first place, that they 
dutifully do contend to have peace and tran- 
quility established, being unable to support 
tliemselves against these cruel attacks and hos- 
titities: They hope they shall be believed to 
be very much in earnest, when they desire to 
have peace established; and their behaviour, 
under all these, and many more cruel and bar- 
barous attacks, may be offered, as the strong- 
est proof of such 4eir desire. i 
It is for peace sake, and for that only, that 
they are at this time suein^ by his Msjesty's 
order, to enforce Lord Baltimore's agreement 
I of 1732, by which, so very far from their gain* 
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ing- any territory, they lose a vast' tract and 
territory, which they conveyed to him, J!)urely 
and for no other end in the world, but that 
they might have somewhat, that might be at 
peace and free frohi interruption. 

Wherefore thev earnestly hope that both 
Governors shall iic most strictly enjoined to 
keep the peace, but with this addition, that 
the limits of their respective jurisdictions may 
be precisely and respectively determined, for 
the present only, and without the least view or 
intention to prejudice the right of one, or ad- 
vance the right of the other, Proprietor. 

For, as it at present stands, to keep the peace 
amongst the people inhabiting the said bor- 
ders, it will be utterly impossible to know 
what or where, those borders are. The bor- 
ders of Lord Baltimore's charter are incontes- 
tably in the middle of the peninsula, above 
fourscore miles below these disturbances, but 
as Cressap has first propagated it, it may now 
be pretended, for Lord Baltimore, that his bor- 
ders reach above fourscore miles higher than 
that, and even more north than the city of Phi- 
delphia itself, which space contains by far the 
greatest number of settlements in the whole 
province; wherefore, if all that country may 
te called borders, or contested bounds, that 
will open a door for all imaginable inconve- 
niences and contests about jurisdiction between 
the two provinces, and will leave, in effect, the 
whole province without any jurisdiction at all, 
or under an uncertainty which jurisdiction they 
belong" to,^ which would be attended' witli the 
most fiital consequences. 

Nay, indeed, to leave one sihgle mile, with- 
out a certain jurisdiction, would be an oppor- 
tunity for debtors, for criminals, and all lawless 
persons, to establish and shelter themselves 
< there, without control, to .the annoyance of 
every body in both provinces, which the pro- 
prietors are very certain was never intended. 

The Pennsylvania proprietors do most hum- 
bly offer, that they already have, and will in 
tlie most positive and effectual manner, give 
directions to their deputy governor and offi- 
cers, not to pretend, till the dispute is ended, 
to claim the least jurisdiction whatever, be- 
yond the lines settled by Lord Baltimore's own 
agreement in 1732, on condition only that 
Lord Baltimore will give the like directions to 
his governor and officers — and the Pennsylva- 
nia proprietors humbly pny that such direc- 
tions may be, in the most effectual manner, en- 
forced by his Majesty's royal orders. 

And thus, a certain temporary limit may be 
established for the exercise of jurisdiction, 
which may preserve peace and good order 
amongst all his Majesty's subjects, and thereby 
answer the whole of his Majesty's most g^racious 
and good intentions. 

But with respect to the not granting out any 
lands in contest, nor any part of the three low- 
er counties, the Pennsylvania proprietors do 
most dutifully submit to their Lordships, that 
■such a restrsunt would prevent both the pro- 
prietors from answering the declared ends and 
purposes for which the charters were granted 
to tnem. As the lands in contest may be said 
and pretended to be the whole country, if 
T*ord Baltimore thinks proper to depart from 
th/former claim and settlement of the bounds; 
and any such restraint would be more particu- 
larly hurtful to Mr. Penns, who though they 
sufter in their Kiss of their fortune by it, have 
yet the pleasure to observe, that that constitu- 
tion which was established by their father has 



so fully answered the ends of his charter, is to 
. invite foreigners, in very great numbets, fron 
every part of Europe, who find themselves op- 
pressed at home, to seek shelter in Penn^hi- 
nia, and become useful and additional new 
- subjects to his most sacred Majesty, and who 
would be utterly disappointed, and that good 
end defeated, if lands could not be granted 
out to them, or, which is all one, if no lands 
but such as lay a great way back, in the unin- 
habited part of the country could be granted 
out to them. 

Wherefore, they humbly hope his Migestj 
will not see cause that so g^at a ch^k should 
be put to settling this most flourishing prorinco 
of Pennsylvania, and the rather, since the other 
matter of settling the jurisdiction, may fuHjr 
answer his Majesty's royal intentions, and folljr 
preserve peace to all his subjects. 

But the last part of the direction at present 
subsisting, not to grant any part of the lower 
counties, is apprehended to bear hard on Mr. 
Penns, and on them only, and they submit 
whether there may appear occasion for the 
same, since none of the forementioned matters 
are pretended to have happened there^ or with- 
in very many miles of the same. 
. And Mr. Penns humbly hope there u die 
less reason now, for laying any restraint what- 
ever, on their granting out land in the lower 
counties, in regard not only that those counties 
lie very remote from the scene where the Ifa- 
rylanders have committed all the foregoing 
disturbances, but also that, in AugipJt 1737, 
when the quieting order was made. Lord Bal- 
timore had then two petitions depending^ to 
oppose Mr. Penns nomination of a new gov* 
ernur of the three lower counties, which ha 
Lordship called an assertion of \m right to 
those counties; but, within a few d|ys now 
past, when those petitions were brought on 
and appointed to be heard, his Lordship moved, 
by the advice of his council, as declared, to 
withdraw those petitions. 

Mr. Penns hereby offer. That they already 
have, and will further g^ve the most efiectoal 
and po^tive orders to their governors and efi- 
cers, not to grant any lands whatever pendinf 
the suit, beyond the lines settled by Lord Bal- 
timore's own agreement, and humbly hepehis 
Lordship shall be directed to confine hHDsetf 
(during the continuance of the suit) to the 
lines so fixed and settled by hhnself, and not 
to set up a pretence, that the whole pro v ii ice 
of Pennsylvania is in contest; and that upon 
the injuries complained of by the original peti' 
tion, your Lordships will make such order a» 
shall to your Lordships seem just. 

W. MUBRAT. 

EMIGRATION. 
A daily statement of the number of waggons, tetmi^ 
&c. which passed through Easton Pennsylvania frofo 
19th Sept. to 24th Oct 1817, emigrating to the westward 
principally to Ohio— average 6 souls each, 3066. 
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32 


llt24 85 


30 




16 


Total 51t 
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REVOLT OF THE PENNSYLVANIA LINE. 

Docirxcirrs Concluded from p. 206. 
Answer to Governor Reed's note demanding the spies> 
agreeable to promise. 

January 10, 1781. 
As it was a misunderstanding in regard to sending the 
prisoner^ to your quarters, we hope you*l excuse — Tiow*^ 
ever they arc gone under a proper ^ai'd to the commit- 
tee of Congress's quarters over the river — however if you 
are desirous now to see them, we shall bring them to 
your quarters. 

We arc Yr. Ublc. Scrvts. 

Signed, WM. BOUZAR. 

Excellency Gov. Reed, 
& Genl. Wayne, &.c. 

A court of inquiry to set this afternoon at 4 o'clock at 
Somerset, state of Pennsylvania, to hear and report their 
opinion,whether John Mason late of N. York, and James 
O^en, of South River, state of New Jersey, were found 
within the lines of tlie American army in the character 
of spies — ^And if the said cotirt find the charge, then to 
give their determination thereon. Genera! Wayne will 
preside. Genl. Irvine, Col. Butler, Col. Stewart, and 
Major Fishboume, members. 

Given at Head quarters 10th J any. 1781 . 

Signed, STIRLING, M. G. 

In pursuance of the above order the Court met and 
proceeded to hear the evidences and allegations of the 
parties concerned, and after maturely considering the 
same, are decidedly of opinion, that the said John Ma- 
son and James Ogtien came clearly within the descrip- 
tion d* spies, and that according to the rules and customs 
of nations at war, they ought to be hung by the neck 
until they arc dead. 

Signed, ANT'Y WAYNE, B. G. 

WM. IRVINK, B. G. 
RICH'D. BUTLER, Col. 5. V. A. 
WALTER STEWAKT, Col. 2d A, 
BEN. FISHBOURN, Aid du camp. 
Major Genl. Lord Sterling confirms tlie within sen- 
tence of tlic court of inquiry, whereof Brigadier Genl. 
Wayne was President, and that the said John Mason and 
James Ogden to be executed to-morrow morning at nine 
o'clock. 

Given at head quarters this 10th day of January 1781. 
Signed, SI IRLING, M. G. 

Lieut. Col . Harmer and Inspector Genl . of the Penns'a. 
line, in his absence to the next officer in rotation. 
The prisoners arc to be executed at the Cross roads 
from the upper ferry from Trenton to Philadelphia at 
the four lanes' ends. In case of the absence of tlie 
above officers Major Fishboume will see this order car- 
ried into execution. 

Signed. STIRLING, M. G. 

In obedience to the above order, the two above men- 
tioned prisoners were executed at the time and place 
above: mentioned. Jan'y. 11 . 1781. 

BEN. FISHBOURN, 

Ad. Camp. 

January 11, 1781. 

His Excellency Gov. Kecd, 
and Genl. Potter, &c. 

'Agreeable to the information of two scrjeants of our 
board, who waited on your Excellency, that in conside- 
ration of tho two spies they informed the remainder of 
the boaM that your Excellency has been pleased to of- 
fer a sum of gold as a compensation for our fidelity — but 
u it has not been for the sake, or iliroiigli any expecta- 
tion of receiving a reward, b^it for the xeal and lore of 
otir countrj', that we scut them immediately to Genl. 
Wayne, wc therefore do not cono^der oun:elves entitled 



to any other reward but the love of our country, and do 
jointly agree that we shall accept of no other. 
Signed in conjunction, 

WM. BOUZAR, SecV. 

Bloomsbury, Jan*y. 12, 1781. 
Dear Sir — Mr. Smith arrived this afternoon, and his 
presence will be usefUl. 1 hoped he would htve brought 
the money , as I fear there will be much confusion till me 
discharged are separated from the retained. The con- 
missioners beg^n to day as the troops are clamorous, and 
disagreeable things expected if any delay was attempt- 
ed. At the same time it must be Observed, that wc 
have not yet had the necessary papers. They tlicrefbrc 
proceeded no further than one company — and the dis- 
chai-ged of that are still here for want of a little 
money to bear their expenses. If therefore it is not al- 
ready done, 1 persuade myself it will be sent immediate- 
ly. Farmer came last evening and to-day I formed his 
arrangements, so that he will begin to-moiTO-r. Mr. 
Deane will take care of money matters. The officers it 
Pennington were in so deplorable a plight that I Was 
obliged to borrow £270 specie in this town on my owir 
credit to relieve them- The people of tlie country are 
prejudiced against them, and callous to their necessities. 
Mr. Deane has just rctumed, having paid them th« 
above sum on account of their depreciation. I expect 
we must send them £500 more. By a little address wc 
have saved the 100 guineas, and our credit as you will 
see by the enclosed. Genl. Wayne was gone up to 
Pennington, and as I apprehended some mistake in the 
matter, I did not like to pve up so much money withoat 
farther light. I have not yet been able to settle the mo- 
ney sent up by Nicola. There is a justice necessary to 
be observed with soldiers in money matters, which we 
must in future attend to. I shall be much obliged to 
) ou for one or more of the laws for making up the de 
preciation, the soldiers Imve not been properly made 
acquainted mxh it. I vi ish they had known it sooner, I 
think it would have had a good effect. The commis- 
sioners and some of the principal officers had some little 
warmth to-day as I am informed. The former proceed- 
ed in their own way, and 1 believe it was the nght one. 
Great indulgences must and ought to be shown to tlie 
feelings of the officers in this new and unexpected 
scene — it isa sore trial, and requires no small degree of 
patience and good sense to submit to it The men ccr 
tainly had not those attachments which the officers sup- 
posed, and their fears being now at an end, they give 
loose to many indecencies, which are very prorokinf 
to those who have been long accustomed to receive un- 
conditional submission. The mutineers are in all cases 
to be condemned; theVe are sometimes in armies jast 
causes of discontent The people of this state are uni- 
versally in sentiment with tne men. The officen re- 
maining with them have not been able to make the 
smallest party on whom to depend even for information. 
I shall set out early on Sunday morning for Phihidelpbiif 
nothing happening to prevent, which J will let you 
know. And am with much regard to yourself indcoua- 
cil, Dear Sir, 

Your obed. Hbble. Serv't 
[Diredion mUsmg.] JOS. REED. 



[Instructions to Mr. Smith, when ordered to Bonkft- 
town to distribute the cloathing, 8ic.] 

Sir — You will be pleased to proceed to Bordentown 
as soon as convenient, where you will firet direct the 
issue of the cloathing to such troops as shall be sent 
down by the commi^sionei-s, and who Mrill be under the 
care of some officer or officei*s. 2dly. Ptiy each «» 
one month's pay, taking a receipt therefor— -viz. fifty 
shillings or the equi^ident in continental, at 75 for 
one. 3dly. Pay each recruit who shall be certified by 
any justice of peace as enlisted, fcr the war freely a*)^ 
voluntarily, and attested lo serve the United States, sa 
pounds state money, or the value in oH controentw. 
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9\ the exch&ng« of 75 for one, and one guinea. 4thly. 
TTie articles to be delivered, to the soldiers who remain 
in service, are a pair of woollen overalls, a pair of shoes, 
a shirt, and a blanket, unless he have one. 5thly. You 
will be particular in causing every soldier to whom the 
above articles are delivered, to sign a receipt therefor, 
and the same of the pay and reci uitingf money. 6thly. 
AH necessary assistance to be procured, and will be al- 
lowed in yout" account of expenses. 

I shall send up from Philadelphia in a few days some 
persons who will talte the burthensome part of the busi- 
ness off your blends, but the payment of monies you 
will be pleased to keep in your own hands. You will 
write frequently to inform me or In my absence the vice 
president, of your proceedings. 

1 am sir, Yr. Obedt. & very Hbb. Ser'v. 

JOS. REED. 

Bhonubuty^ Jany. 13, 1781. 
(Copy.) ' 

J. B. Smith, Esq. 

PROCEEDINGS OF COUNCILS. 

TUaSDAT EVKXlirO, OCT. 9, 1828. 

^ A letter was received from the Mayor, statinji^ that, 
smce the last report, he had received a balance of rent, 
)Qf onfi hundred and eighty dollars, from the estate be- 
queathed to the city by the late Jamea Wills, and that 
he had paid over the same to the city treasurer. 

Mr. THghman, from the committee on Independence 
Square, made a report recommending to the early at- 
tention of the next Councils, the petition of the Wash- 
ington Grays, for a room in the State House, for an ar- 
niory. It is stated in the report, that the rooms in the 
Stale House will be occupied for some time by the 
carpent-ers employed in rebuilding the steeple: and that, 
it is understood, tliat application will be made for the 
rooma for ihe use of the Courts, and for other public 
parpoies. The committee was di&charged at its own 
fcquest. 

On motion of Mr. Linn, the price of each chart of the 
river Schuylkill, lutcly published at the expense of Uie 
city, was fixed at fifty cents. 

Mr. Lowber, from the committee to which the aub- 
jcct had been referred, made a report recommending 
compliance with the request preferred by Mr. Tanner, 
for liberty to incorporate the recent survey of the river 
Schuylkill in his new plan of the City of Phihtdelphia 
and adjacent districts. Adopted. 

Mr. Walmsley, from the committee on accounts, pre- 
sented the following report: 

The Committe of accounts to whom was referred the 
Accounts of the City Treasurer, and so much of the 
City Commissioners' accounts as relates to expendi- 
tures, beg leave to report. 
That they have examined the accounts of the City 
Treasurer from the Ist day of January, to the 30th day of 
June, inclusive, compared the same with the vouchers, 
and find tbein correct; leaving a balance of ^1522.48, 
which agrees with the Pennsylvania Rank book exhibit- 
ed to them. 

They also report, tliat they have examined the City 
Treasurer's account of Dr. Benj. Franklin's Legacy 
from the 1st day of January 1828, to the 30th day of 
'une, inclusive, and find the same correct, leaving a 
balance in his hands of ^277 88. 

They further report, that tlicy have examined so much 
''f the City Commissioners accounts as relates to expen- 
ditures, from the 1st day of January 1827, to the 1st day 
of January 1828, compared the same with the vouchers 
»nd findthem correct. 

Mr. Keyser from the committee on Fire Companies, 
niade a report on the pethion of the Diligent Hose Com- 
pany. In the report the committee state, that they are 
sensible that no part of their conduct has given a colour 
to the charge of want of impartiality, which wms brought 
against them by the members of the Diligent Hote Com- 



pany. Mr. K. stated that one member of the committee 
on Fire Companies had declined signing the report, be- , 
cause he looked upon the petition of the Diligent Hoie 
Company as couched in such indecorous language as to 
render it unworthy of attention. 

Mr. Keyser from the name committee, made a report, 
accompanied with a bill providing for the protection of 
the apparatus of the Fire Companies during timet of 
fire. The bill, which consisU of a single section, imposes 
pecuniary penalties on all persons who shall cross over 
the hose with carriages in time of fire, or shall in any 
way injure the hose or other apparatus. 

Mr. Linn inquired if Councils had the power to pass 
such a bill. Messrs. Keyser, Lowber and Tilglnnan re- 
plied in the afiirraatiye. 

Mr.Donaldsoo thought the bill was not strong enough, 
inasmuch as it provided for the protection of the appara- 
tus, during the lime of fire only. Mr. Tilghman thought 
it quite strong enough, and looked upou the common 
law as affording sufficient remedy for the abuses tom- 
plained of. 

Mr, Ix)wber thouglit the enactment of such an ordi- 
nance, inasmuch as it p(mtwely prohibited the passing 
of carriages over the hose, would drive out of use the 
small bndges at present employed by the firemen, to 
aHow wheel-carriages to pass along the streets without 
iiVOringthc hose. 

Mr. Keyser replied that the companies would still 
have to keep the small bridges in use, to facilitate the 
passage of the engines. 

Mr Troth and Mr. Linn were both of oponion/that 
the conunon law did not afford a sufiicieut remedy for 
the evil complained of. Persons who were not actu- 
ated **by malicious mischief* frequently injured the 
hose by passing over it with wheel-carriages, and ag^nst 
them the law gave the firemen no protection. They 
mentioned several instances that had occurred within 
their own knowledge, the hose being burst by carta and 
other cariagea passing over it in time of fires. 

Mr- Fell thought great inconvenience would resiill 
from a law which should poaiiksely^ and under all cir? 
cumstances, prohibit carriages A*om pawing along the 
streets in which the hose should happen to be l^d. 

Mr. Keyser said tliat n the meimen of Council did 
not appear prepared to act definitively on ^e aubjectf 
he would move to lay the bill on the table. The mo- 
tion was adopted. 

On Motion of Mr. Lowber, the following resolution 
was unanimously adopted. 

'^Resolved, That it aflfords the members' of thfa 

Council, great pleasure to bear testimony to the ability, 

punctuality, and independence with which Joshua Per- 

! cival has discharged the duties of the office of President 

j of the Council, and that he has their thanks therefor." 

1 Mr. Percival made his acknowledgements in a brief 

{address, in which he spoke "* of the great pleasure be 

• had derived from his association with the members of 

j Council, and disclaimed any merit except that which 

I arose from a disposition to discharge the duties of hit 

I station with fidelity. Gentlemen, we may never meet 

again, but I trust that we shall in going to our homes, 

carry with us the richest reward which honest men can 

! enjoy, the consciousness of having endeavoured to fulfil 

' our duty. 

On motion of Mr. Thompson, the following resolution 
was unanimously adopted by Select Council: 

•'Resolved that the thanks of this Council be present- 
ed to John M. 8cott, Ksq, their President, for the abili- 
ty, punctuality, and impartially, with which he haa 
discharged the duties of the office." 

Mr. Scott was abssent from the meeting last evenipgf 
City Commissioners Office, Od. Sth, 1828. 
To the President and Members of the Select Council. 

Gentlemen — The City Commissioners respectfully 
subqiit to Councils, a state of their accounts, this day. 

They also enclose a letter received touching Walnut 
street Whtrf. 
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Thtj respectfalty iufbrm Councils that no proposali 
hkve b«en reoeiTed for renting SusafiM ftreet viiatf, 
on the Dekware. 

They further reipectfuUj ttate to Councils, that du- 
ring the last quarter thej have entered into contract 
irith Wm. Aiezaader, Robt Patton and Sam. Scho- 
field, for deliTering gravel at the places directed to be 
pared by Councils. 

By order, ROBERT H. SMITH, 

* City Clerk. 

EXPENDITURES. 

No. 1. NewPaving ,...,, .$54,450 81 

3. Unpaved Streets , 7,019 90 

3. Cleansing the City .14,012 14 

4. Docks and Sewen , 3,083 31 

5. Lighting and Watching..., 36,669 49 

6. PumpaandWells 2,326 68 

7. Regulating Ascents, &o 1,137 96 

9. Expenses of Offices. , 601 13 

10. Services in the Markets. , , 410 00 

11. Incidental Expenses of Councils 53 83 

13. Repaving over Water Pipes, &c , .8,385 S3 

14. CHy Property ,, 6,133 89 

19. Purchase of Paving Stone , 13 20 

20. Repavbg Footways , ,..8 35 

31 . Expeases authorised by Councils 8»419 45 

To the City Commissioners of the City of Philacelphia. 

Gentlemen:— The subscribers on behalf of the Penn- 
ayivania, Delaware and Maryhind Steam Navigation 
Company, is desirous of knowing whether the Corpora- 
^on think of improving Walnut street wharf, for a pub- 
lic landing for a steam boat wharf, and what in that event 
would probably be the rent and the length of the lease 
^ey FouU grant Very respectfully, 

J. MOLLETER, 
President of the Pennsylvania Delaware and 
Maryland Steam Navigation Co. 

Mr. Donaldson read m his place a bill for the preser- 
'vation of the Steeple of the SUte House. It was passed, 
9M follows: 

AN ORDINANCE, 
For the protection of the Steeple on the State House, 

and for appointing a suitable person to take charge of 

Che clock to be placed therein. 

SacTiov 1. Be it ordained 8c enacted by the citizens 
^Philadelphia^ in Select and Common Councils assem- 
ible4» and it is hereby enacted by the authority of the 
^anie. That if any person or persons, shall wilfully cut, 
or deface any part of the Steeple on the State House, 
hy writing or drawing; thereon, or in any other manner, 
he, she« or they so offending, shall forfeit and pay for 
^cb and everj' offence, the sum of five dollars, to be 
Wcoveijed wiU» co«t8 by any person who will sue for the 
aamc^ before the Mayor or any Alderman of the city in 
the same manner as debts under one hundred dollars 
are by law recoverable, one half thereof for the use of 
Jthe person who shall su^ for the same and the other half 
for the use of the B^Iayor, Aldermen and Citizens of Phi- 
ladelphia. 

Sect 3. Be it further ordained and enacted by the 
aMthority aforesaid. That the Mayor be and he is hereby 
ax^tborised to appoint a suitable person to take charge 
of the Clock to be placed in the Steeple, at a salary not 
exceeding one hundred dollars per annum. 
^Cnacjted into an ordinance at the City of Philadelphia, 
this 9th day of October in the year of our Lord one Ihou- 
/^nd ejght hundred and twenty eight. 

JOSHUA PERCIVAL 
President of the Common Council 
TH. KHTERA, 
President Pra Tern, of the Select Council. 
N, R PoTTs, Clerk of Select Council-— PAt/. G<iz, 

^WAREHOUSING SYSTEM AND GOVERNMENT 

CREDITS. 
Tp the Honourable the Senate and House of Represen- 
tatives of the United States, ii) Congress assemblecl^ ! 

\ 



the memorial of the Philadelphia Chamber of CoB' 
merce, 
RespedfuQy aheweth-^ 

That your memorialists being impressed with the be- 
lief, that great benefits wouki result to the goveromcM, 
and to the community, by a change in the mode of 
collecting the duties on imports, beg leave rtsfid* 
fiiUy to suggest to your conaderation, that suitable wan- 
houses be provided by the government, in which i» 
ported merchandise may be deposited under charge of 
the revenue officers, and that the duties be payable ii 
cash when such men^ndise is taken out for home con* 
sumption. 

By such a system, under liberal provinons, your me- 
morialists believe that the commerce of the couatrj 
would be increased, and the collection of the revenae 
rendered certain. Merchants would not be obliged u it 
present, to force their wares into consumption, or to re- 
export them for the benefit of drawback to avoid peat- 
erloss. 

By the present mode of collecting the duties, oppo^ 
tunity is afforded to the importer, and frequently cm^ 
braced, for creating fictitious capital to the amount of 
the duties levied. Thus assuming the du^ at 35) per 
cent., and that the foods be quickly converted faito no- 
ney, as is extensively the case, three importsAioBs kavt 
in the hands of the importer an amount equal to tiie fini 
importation, and the more deeply he runs in debt tk 
more capital he will have at command. Thia tentptafion 
to overtrade, which in many cases is found to be irredit- 
ible, producing great injury to the foreign and domeitie 
trade of tlie country, would be remedid by the system 
we propose, while at the same time, as no duties wookl 
be payable, except when the merchandise should be re- 
moved from the public stores for consumption, no bard- 
ship would be experienced by the importer, and a cer- 
tainty of supply to the country would be insured. 

Requiring sureties to custom-house bonds, by linking 
commercial houses together, involves many in tbe foU^ 
and misfortunes of a few. Very little advantage is derired 
by government from such sureties, for during the predom- 
inance of fictitious capital and the credit system, the ap- 
pearances necessary for a custom-house surety are verjr 
readily acquired by the facility of creating capital u 
jibove shown. 

It is believed also that the best interests of the coon* 
try would be promoted by encouraging a foreign cany- 
ing trade. At present an importer is compelled to re- 
export within twelve months, at whatever disadvantage, 
without relief or appeal, or lose the benefit of drawbad:, 
and liave his goods thrown into the home market, for 
which perhaps they were neither designed, nor at all 
adapted. To avoid this, cargoes are frequently shipped 
at great expense and inconvenience, and landed at fo- 
reign ports there to await the opening of asuitable market 
As some articles of a perishable nature, could not with 
propriety be put into warehouses, and others could not 
conveniently be sold while there, a liberal discount of 7 
or 8 per cent, or such other sum as your honourable bo- 
dies mav deem just and proper, might be allowed to 
place the importers of such goods upon a footing of 
equality with the importers of articles to be warebouaed. 
Aware of the pernicious consequences which usually 
result from premature revolutions in trade, we une not 
any sudden or violent change in the long estabhahed 
commercial usage of the countiy, but respectfuOy re- 
commend that convenient warehouses be provided by 
government in iJl our principal porta, preparatoiy to 
any alteration of the crecut system, and that the existoig 
revenue laws may undergo such a ju^ious reTiaioB, 
as, while they shsJl insure to commerce its just sh«re of 
public pati*onage, shall provide for the gradual intro- 
duction of a well digested system of cash payment 
of duties. 
And your memorialists will ever pray, &c 

ROBERT RALSTON, President. 
Jois Yi^uoRAV, Secretary. 
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A LETTER* 

From the Merchants and Traders of Philade^hiOf in the 
Province of Pennsylvania, to the Merchants and Ma- 
nufacturers of Great Britain, 

GENTLEMBif — After the repeal of the late American 
stamp act, and some acts of regulation, injurious to the 
trade of Great Britain and her colonies, in which you so 
generously interposed your aid and influence; we flat- 
tered ourselves, that no similar measures would in fu- 
ture be adopted; but that the business so happily be- 
gun would ^ave been prosecuted and ended in the gtjneral 
emolument of both countries. For, with great truth 
we assure you, that it is our flrmest desire to see the 
commercial interests of the latter, inseparably connect- 
ed with the former, on principles of mutual benefit; the 
grand cement, and only solid foundation, on which a 
* permaiient union between them can be properly estab- 
lished.' An attempt to support a trade between two 
countries on any other, must appear to you, who have 
had much experience, idle and chimerical. 

With the utmost concern, therefore, we observe, that 
inttead of relieving the commercial intercourse between 
US, from the restrictions under which it has long labour- 
ed, new impositions have been laid by the British parlia- 
ment, on the importation of sundry manufactores of 
Great Britain, and other articles of trade imported from 
thence into America, for the sole purpose of revenue: 
This» we apprehend, is not only injurious to our rights 
as British subjects, (who cannot be constitutionally and 
legally taxed, but by their own, or the consent of their 
representatives) but very detrimental and impolitic, with 
respect to the future trade between Great Britain and 
her colonics: hence we find ourselves again under an 
indispensable necessity to address you, and to request 
that you will exert your interest and influence to obtain 
a repeal of the acts imposing those duties; and a further 
relief from the other burthens, which the American 
trade has long laboured under, with almost insuperable 
difficulty. Measures, which we propose to you with 
the more freedom, as we are convinced your interest is 
full as much concerned as ours, to have them accom- 
plished with all possible expedition. 

The statutes imposing duties on paper, glass, tea, &c. 
being a tax on the Americans, witliout their consent, 
we look upon, unconstitutional and destructive of our 
rights, as your brethren and Englit,h subjects. But as 
the assembly of this province, we are informed, have 
vith decency and firmness petitioned the British legisla- 
ture for relief, in which the dangerous eflTects and inju- 
rious operation of these acts to our privileges, are set 
forth, we think it unnecessary to be more pailicular on 
this head; but the inexpediency and bad tendency of 
these statutes, were they in themselves constitutional, 
must, in our opinion, (whenever tliey are considered 
with the attention due to matters of so much consequence 
to both countries) furnish abundant reason for their re- 
peal. 

You are well apprised, that by several laws, the Ame- 
rican merchants are prohibited from importing such 
goodi as are manufactured in Great Britain, and other 
merchandize interfering with ber trade, from any other 
part of Europe: hence the colonists have ever paid such 
prices for them, as the British merchants and manufac- 
turers have thought proper to charge; notwithstanding 
which, they have hitherto generally contented them- 
selves with supplying their wants, and even tlieir luxu- 
ries, from their mother countryt and applying their la- 
bour and industry to the cultivation of tlieir hnds, and 
raising such commodities as would either mediately or 
immediately serve for remittances in discharge of their 
debts to Britain. 

Thus an interesting and beneficial commerce between 
them has been formed on the most lasting principles; it 
has increased beyond the most sanguine expectations, 
and would continue so to do, to the inexpressible ud van- 
tage of the mother countri', were those principles per- 



mitted to remtun inviolate, and the progreaa of com- 
merce left to advance, in its old succes ful channel. But 
we must inform you olF a solemn truth, which we think 
highly worthy of the most serious attention of our su- 
periors, before it is too late; tlmt if those acts of parliar 
ment, which prohibit us from a circuitous trade, restraut 
us from a proper medium of commerce, impose duties 
on British manufactures, and oppress us with other bur- 
thens and difficulties, in discharging our debts and ful* 
filling our contracts with the merchants in Britain, arc 
continued; the people of America must from necessity, 
if not from motives of interest, set up manufactories o 
their own; which must gradually diminish, and in its 
consequence put an end to that mutually beneficial coin- 
merce, thai has hitherto subsisted between us. Fod al- 
though the late, and perhaps the present disposition flf 
the colonists in general, leads them to the cultiration 
and improvement of lands, and to rely on the mother 
country for her manufactures and merchandize, to sup- 
ply them with a variety of necessaries; yet, should thoie 
restrictions and duties be continued, it is too evident ta 
be denied, that they will impel the people from neces- 
sity, to rabe the raw materials, and operate as bounties, 
by encouraging the Americans to manufacture for them- 
selves. Materials of almost every kind may be foBnd or 
raised in America: the different soils and chmatet will 
encourage the undertaking ; and when the benefits 
thereof sh:ill be once generally known and experienced, 
the business will be lastingly established, and the present 
commerce between the two countries, must in a great 
measure cease; where the loss and injury will fall, it U 
easy to pciceive. America, taught and impelled by 
tlie indiacretiun of the mother country, to raise and sir* 
every necessary within herself, we are satisfied, will b^ 
greatly, benefitted; but how far the Britibh merchant 
and manufacturer will be affected and distressed, we 
must leave you to determine. 

Under these circumstanees, we still hope the pariia- 
ment may, by proper information, be convinced, tbitt 
the true interest of the mother country will hereafter in 
a great degree depend on their relieving us from those 
unnatural and useless fetters, with which the sinews of 
American commerce have been so injudiciously cramp* 
ed; and in particular the following, which we' beff leave 
to remind you of in a brief manner, as we have been 
full and explicit on most of them, in our address to yoa 
of November, 1765. 

1st. Were the duties, lately imposed on the merdian* 
dize imported from Great Britun, taken off, and no fu- 
ture burthens laid on them; the colonists, as heretofore^ 
would naturally pursue the cultivation and improvement 
of their lands, rely on the British merchants for the sup- 
ply of a great variety of necessaries, as well as luxuries, 
without interfering with the interest of the motlier coun* 
tjy in her manufactures. 

2dly. The restriction on paper currency, from being 
a legal tender in colony debts, as it deprives us of the 
only circulating medium of trade, which we can by any 
means retain among us, prevents the cultivation d our 
lands, obstnictsthe improvement of the country, and ia 
peculiarly embaiTassing and distressing to commerce} 
which your own experience must inform you cannot l)e 
carried on to extensive advantage without it 

Sdly. The prohibition of the colonists, from exporting 
bar iro^ to the foreign ports of Europe, is manifestly 
injurious to both countries; as it deprives the Americana 
of a considerable circuitous remittance to Great Britain. 

4thly. The importation of wines and fruit, from th« 
continent of Europe, into America through England, in 
attended with delay, which often endangers the tcrtal 
loss of the latter, and occasions a very great and unne- 
cessary expense, as well as the risque of a double voy- 
age to tlie colonies; without producing the least proot 
or advantage to the revenue of Great Britain: and thert- 
fore, v/c conceive it to be an unnatural as well ad onac^ 
cessarv restriction on nur trade. 
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Sthly. Our trade to Madeira, fortnerly contributed to 
enable us to make remittances to Great Britain, bv an 
exportation of wines of Xht gfpowth of that Island froni 
these colonies, which is now totally obstructed by the 
heavy duty to which that article is subjected, and no 
drawback allowed on exportation to Great Britain: which 
we esteem a great grierance: redress therein will be of 
manifest benefit to us, without prejudice to our mother 
country. We have also the like cause of complaint in 
the articles of coffee and forei^ indigt). 

6thly. By an act of parliament passed in the year 
ir65, sugars of the growth of the West India Islands, 
imported into Great Britain from the continent of North 
America, are declared, **shall be deemed and taken to be 
foreign sugars, and liable to the same duties and restric- 
tions;" which is a discouragement to the commerce of 
the colonies with Great BnUin; becanse it deprives the 
North American merchants of an advantageous remit- 
tance, which they might often make to the British mer- 
chant, when the markets of these colonies are overstock- 
ed with those sugars, received in return for our flour 
and other produce shipped to the British Islands; this is 
a circumstance that often happens, and reduces the mer- 
chants here to very considerable difficulties. 

Thus we have given you, from motives of real regard 
to the interests of both countries, a brief view of •the 
restrictions and burthens on our trade, which, we think, 
ought in all good policy to be redressed, and the regu- 
lations to be made for their mutual benefit. Should 
these take place, we are confident our commercial con- 
nections will necessarily revive, and our trade increase, 
to the inconceivable benefit of the mother country. Be- 
cause it will from hence follow, that the greatest part of 
the produce of the labour and industry of the colonists 
must flow to Great Britain; while the former, at liberty 
in theh* commerce, will never think it worth while to 
manufacture among themselves: but should the present 
burthens on trade be continued, and particularly the 
acts imposing duties on tea, paper, glass, &c. for the 
sole purpose of raising a revenue in America; it is our 
serious and candid opinion, the commerce between G. 
Britain and her colonies must, of necessary consequence, 
greatly diminish, and the general importation of goods 
suddenly cease. 

As you have heretofore had occasion to consider the 
subject, we have only to add, and repeat our earnest 
request, that you will for your, as well as our interest, 
and that of both Coutries, exert your interest and influ- 
ence with the Ministry and Parliament to obtain redress. 
The manner of doing it must be submitted to you, who 
are on the spot, and can best determine on the proper- 
est method. 



Jacob Reynell 
Jeremiah Warder 
John Head 
Joscjih Morris 
William West 
William Bingham 
Samuel Howell 
Wilhains and Eldridge 
1 homas Wharton 
Benjamin Fuller 
lliomas Pascball 
Neave and Harman 
Mease and l^liller 
Stephen Collins 
Vrancis Jeyes 
Samuel Sansom, junior 
Edward Penington 
Chmtophers and Charles 

Marsfaan 
Benjamin Marshall 
James B«nezet 
Jsmes Craig^ 
teeph Fennel 
Oe«rge Emlen, junm 



Carsan, Barclay & ^fitchell 
Reese Meredith 
Joshua Fisher and Sons 
Philip Benezet 
Mifflm and Dean 
James and Drinker 
l>aniel and George Bundle 
Samuel and Israel Morris 
WiUiam Pollard 
James Searle 
Winey and Bunner 
Thomas Murgatroyd 
Peter Keese 
Nathaniel Tweedy 
John and Clement Biddle 
Robert Montgomery 
Hugh and George Roberts 
John and Lambert Cadwal- 

ader 
Joseph Wharton, junior 
John Parrock 
Abraham Usher 
Robert Whyte 
Samuel MiffliD 



William Hcysham I 

JohnWiHay 

Peter Turner, junior 

Thomas Wharton, junior 

Samuel Fisher 

Joseph Donaldson 

WiUiam Smith 

John Pringle 

John WikofT 

David McMnrtrie 

David Hall 

John Bringhurst 

John Shec 

Joshua Howell 

Joseph Swift 

Charles Cox 

George Davis 

John Ord 

William Semple 

Samuel Robinson 

Samson Levy 

John and Peter Chevalier 

Willing and Tod 

Stephen Shewell 

John Ross 

Henr^Ehves 

Isaac 'Hazelhurst 

Charles Thomson 

Benjamin Wynkoop 

John Mease 

Samuel Pleasants 

George Meade 

Peter Knight 

Richard Parker 

John Inglis and Son 

James Maccubbin 

Samuel Burge 

Hubley and Graff 

Zachary Hutchings 

Patterson and Buckley 

Joel Evans 

James Gordon 

George Fullerton 

John Steinmetz 

Philip Wilson 

James Hunter 

Swett and Guy 

WiUiam Shippen and Son 

James Wharton 

Curtis Clay 

Joseph Hewes 

Benjamin Rawle 

Isaac Wikoff 

William Sitgreaves 

Townsend White 

Charles Wharton 

Samuel and Charles Mas- 

sey 
George Clymer 
John and David Rhea 
Benjamin Davies 
James Budden 
James Eddy 
Jonathan Smith 
Thomas West 
John Cox, junior 
Thomas Smith 
Cadwalader and Samuel 

C. Morris 
Richard Footman 
John Nixon 

Samuel and John Morton 
White and Caldwell 
Wm. & Andrew Caldwell 
Joseph Saunders 
John Bayard 
Thomas Bond, junior 



Joseph Richardson 

William Hodge 

Joseph Pemberton 

Peter Wikoff 

Robert Morris 

Thomas Penrose 

John Mitchell 

James Penrose 

Robert Ritchie 

Archibald M«Call 

Isaac Cox 

William Morrell 

Edward Batchelor 

Conyngham and Nesbit 

J. Sparhawke 

Francis Richardson 

David Sproat 

William and Samuel Corty 

William Smith 

John Boyle 

Samuel Purviance 

Joseph Sims 

Hugh Means 

William Henry 

Benjamin Gibb$ 

Samuel Emlen 

Jacob Shoemaker, junior 

Mathias Bush 

Andrew Bankson 

Da-vid Deshler 

Joseph Wood 

Enoch Hobart 

Randle Mitchell 

Gibson and Asheton 

Walter and Bertles Shee 

Charles Meredith 

Matthias Aspden 

John Kaighn 

Isaac and Joseph PaschalF 

Robert and Ellis Lewis 

Joseph Fox 

Owen Jones 

Owen Jones, junior 

Alexander Bartram 

Daniel and John Benezet 

and Thomas Barrow 
Isaac and Moses Bartrtm 
John Drinker 
Aiexander Huston 
William Wilson 
Wm. and Thos. Bradfbrdi 
Thomas Clifford 
Benjamin Harbeson 
Foxe and Furman 
Samuel Shoemaker 
Samuel Shaw 
Robert Wain 
Kearney and Gilbert 
Hugh Donaldson 
John Wilcox 
Anthony Stocker 
Thomas Lawrence 
Benjamin Morgan 
William Craig 
Benjamin Armitage, junior 
Samuel Penrose 
John Clayton 
Robert Strettel Jon^ 
Daniel Roberdeaa 
James. Blair 
Philip Syng 
John Bayly 
Ott, Denlbpe, and Glen- 

holme 
William Graham 
Alexander Lunanr 
Dorainick Joyce 
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David Beveridge 
Jonathan Evans 
John Taylor 
Robert Gray 



James Stuart 
Benjamin Kendell 
M'Neiie and Tolbert 
Robert Harris 



ELECTION. 
Returns of the Election on Tuesday 14th instant as 
far as received. 

Previous to openings thePolls, the Inspectors assembled 
at the State House, and appointed the following gen- 
tlemen Judges of the Election, viz. 



Upper Delaware, 

Lower Delaware, 

High Street 

Chesnut 

Walnut 

Dock 

Pine 

New Market 

Cedar 

Locust 

South 

Middle 

North 

South Mulberry 

North Mulberry 



Alexander M'Caraher 
Thomas Morris 
T, I. Wharton 
George Emerick 
W. T. Dwieht 
E. D. Ing^raham 
Samuel Palmer 
James Gowen 
William Stephens 
Thomas S. Smith 
R. Hutchison 
G. M. DalUtt 
Samuel Fox 
E. T. Scott 
Jacob Stroup 



JdnUnidraHorL CITY ASSEMBLY, 



Abraham Miller 
Dr. Richard Poval 
John Swift 
EdVrard IngersoU 
Thomas A. Budd 
James Dundas 
James MacaiUter 



3741 
3601 
3078 
3249 
3133 
3394 
239 



William Boyd 
Benj. S. Bonsall 
William Lehman 
Henry Simpson 
William Duncan 
David S. Hassinger 4266 



Jatkmm, 
4699 
4638 
5201 
4128 
4232 



SELECT COUNCIL. 



Anthony Cuthbert 
Samuel WetheriU 
Manuel Eyre 
Edward S. Burd 
WilHam Bush 



3597 
3441 
3420 
3149 
539 



B. W. Richards 
Thomas Kittera 
Joseph Worrell 
John R. NefF 



4566 
4607 
4298 
4167 



COMMON COUNCIL. 
Charles Johnson (on both tickets) 7797 



Ephram Haines 3451 

George Thomas 3599 

Caleb P Wayne 3558 

Samuel P. WetheriU 3448 

Henry Troth 3470 

Jonathan Lukens 3678 

John C. Lowber 3402 

Joshua Percival 3611 

Benjamin Jones jr. 3562 

Francis G. Smith 3432 

John H. Linn 3710 

Isaac Roach 3774 

Jacob S. Wain 3394 

Abraham Small 3531 

Samuel Norris 3430 

Willkm Gerhard, 3467 

Ambrose White 3443 

ElhananW.Keyser 3763 

Jonathan FeU 3432 

James Glasgow 247 



Joseph Burden 4310 

Alexander Cook 4535 

Isaac Wainwrig^t 4550 

J. M.Linnard 4417 

Darnel Oldenburg 4289 

Charles Graff 4792 

H. L.Coryell 4529 

John Moss, 4568 

Robert O'Neill (C). 4148 

Thomas Cave, 4422 

Michael Baker 4580 

Wm. M.'^Wahiwlcy 4435 

John Homer 4175 

Peter Hertzogg 4554 

W. T. Bladen 4377 

Edwin T.Scott 4340 

James Pagpe 4155 

John Mutland 3816 
John Snyder (B. M.) 4536 

James B. Wsod 241 



COUNTY ASSEMBLY. 



Edmund Shotwell 2994 
Wm. M. Kennedy 3014 
Michael Day 2635 

Laurence Shuster 2641 
John Haga 2518 

Amos Wilson 2665 

Frederick Pluromer 2615 
mJUam mine 1391 
FraneU MUeheU 421 

OCJ* The names in UaUe 
Mens's Ticket" exchittvely. 



WiUiam Binder 
Benjamin Martin 
David Snyder 
Micbael Riter 
Jos. Hergesheimep 
John-Foulkroyd 
Thomas J. Hestbn 
Jos^h Carter 
Constantine O'Neill 



6587 
6988 
6497 
6547 
6434 
5742 
6535 
425 
422 



CONGRESS. 



FBftST DISTRICT* 

Southwark 

Moyamensing * •< 

Passyunk . . i* • 

Blockley and Kingscaibg 

Pine Ward 

New Market 

Cedar - - - 



Browne $uikerkmd 

1635 



311 
32 
52 
171 
205 
157 
110 



357 
104 
224 
239 
352 
165 



Total 

SECOND DISTWCT- 
Upper Delaware Ward 
liOwer Delaware 
High street 
Chesnut 
Wahiut 
Dock 
Locust 
South 
Middle 
^North 

South Mulberry 
North Mulberry 

Total 

THIRD DISTRICT. 
Roxborough 
Gcrmantown 
Bristol 
Butleton • 
Oxford 
RoseHiU - 
Kensington 
Northern Liberties 
Penn Township 



1038 3076 



were on tht "Working 



Sergeant 
262 
402 
347 
240 
214 
248 
286 
173 
157 
304 
214 
165 



Hea^hU 
AffT 
399 
266 
275 
189 
271 
34a 
154 
239 
254 
315 
458 



30tO 3567 



Total 



Harvejf 

109 

119 
69 

194 

141 
48 

177 
1017 

259^ 

2133 



MUbr 
175 
295 I 
108 
219^ 
135 
85 
780^ 
1987 
728 

4512 



City 
County 



COUNTY COMMISSIONER. 

WilTiams Thompiow 
4701 3150 

- ' - 3674 5315 



Total 



8375- 



846^ 



City 
County 



AUDITOR. 
Potts. 
3843 
2732 



^6475 



Ektglies, 
^^,^11.05^ 



6818 j 



CONGRESS TICKET IN DELAWARE COUNTT. 

Administration. . Jackson. 

Anderson 1315 1 Buchanan 989 

HiesUr 1286 Evans 9» 

Haines 1293 j Leiper 975^ 

The new Councils met yesterday morning. James U^ 
Linnard was elected President of the Common Councili 
and J. R. Yogdes, Cltrk. 

Tlie Select Council re-elected J. M. Soott^ «8q. Pre- 
sident, and Tho. Bradford^ jr. Clerks- 
Yesterday morning between 12 and 1 o'cloek« aboot 
20 houses m Small street, were consumed by 6re. 



Printed every Saturday morning by William F. Ged* 
des^No. 59 Locust street^ Pbilad^|>hiaf where, and s» 
the Editor's residence, in North 12th st 3d door mMfk 
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WM. PENN AND hORD BALTIMORE. 
From a MS, in possession of J. P. Norris, Esq, 

At the Court of Whitehall, this 13th da^r of Novem- 
ber, 1685. 

prxseht: " 
The King^s Most Excellent Maj'ty, 



His R'll.H'hss. Pr. George 
Lord Arch Bishop of Cant. 
Lord Chancellor 
Lord Treasurrer 
Lord Privy Seal 
Duke of Ormond 
Duke of Beaufort 
Duke of Queensbury 
Lord Chamberlaine 
£arle of Huntingdon 
Earle of Bridgwater 
Earle of Petersborfougfh 
Earle of Sunderland 



Earle of Craven 
Earle of Berkeley 
Earle of Nottingham 
Earle of Plymouth 
Earle of Murray 
Earle of Middleton 
Lord visc.Falconbridge 
Lord Vi8c*t Preston 
Lord Visc't. Melfort 
Lord B'ishp. of London 
Lord Dartmouth 
Lord Godolphin 
Mr. Chall.ofye Exchr. 



Lord President 
Lord Steward 
Lord Chamberlain 
Duke of Bolton 
Duke of Devonshire 
Duke of New Castle 
Earl of Scarborough 
Earl of Grantham 
Earl of Cholmondefey 



Earf of Hay 
Earl Fitzwalter 
Viscount Lonsdale 
Viscount Forringtoit 
Lord Harriopton 
Mr. Chan, of Excb^ 
Sir Chai'les Wills 
Henry Pelham, Esq.- 
Sir Charles Wager, 



The following report from the Rt. Hpnble the Lords 
of the committee for trade and foreign plantations being 
this day read at the board. The Lords of the committee 
for trade and plantations having pursuant to his late 
Maj'tys order in councill of the 31st of May 1683 exam- 
ined the matters in difference between the Lord Balti- 
more and William Penn Esq. in behalf of his present 
majesty concerning a tract of land in America, common- 
ly called Delaware. Their Lordships find that the 
land intended to be granted by the Lord Baltimore's 
patent was only land uncultivated and inhabited by Sa- 
vages and this tract of land now in dispute was inhabited 
and planted by Christians at and before the date of the 
Lord Baltimore's patent, as it hath been ever mnce to 
this time and continues as a distinct colony from that of 
Maryland soe that their Lordships humbly offer their 
oppinion That for avoiding ffurther differinces, the tract 
of land lying between the river and bay of Delaware 
and the Eastcme sea on the one side and Chesapeake 
Bay on the other, be divided into equal parts by a line 
ffrom the Latitude of Cape Henlopen to the 40th deg. 
of northeme Latitude and that one half thereof lying 
towards the Bay of Delaware and the Eastern sea be 
adjudged to belong to his msyesty and that the other 
half remaine to the Lord Baltimore as comprized in his 
charter. 

Cottncil' Chamber 8 Nov. 1685. 

tiisltajesty w«ll approving of the said report it was 
thereupon ordered by his Maj'ties Ex. Council that the 
said lands be fforthwith divided accordingly, whereof 
the said Lord Baltimore and William Penn Esq. toother 
with their respective officers arid all others whom it may 
conceme arc to tike notice and give due and ready obe- 

dieoce there. 

Signed WM. BRIDGEMAN. 
Thb is a true copy of the original 
done by the Gover'r. 

WM. MARKHAM, Sec'y. 
At the Court at Kensingtoh, the twenty fifth day of 

May, 1738. 

PRssBirr: 
The King^s Most Excellent Majesty 
Archbishop of Canterbury Earl of Selkirk 

Vol, IL 30 



Upon reading at the Board a report from the ri^t ho- 
nourable the Lords of the Committee of Council foi* 
Plantation Affairs, dated the fourth of this instant, in 
the words following, vizt. 

Your Majesty having been pleased, by your orders in 
Council of the seventeenth of lilarch, 1736-7, and the 
twenty first of July, 1737, to refer unto this committee^ 
several petitions from the President, Council, and Gene- 
ral Assembly of tho Province of Pennsylvania; and 
likewise from the Governor »nd Council, and the com-f 
missary and clergy of the province <»f Maryland, which 
petitions represent (amongst other thing*) Uiat great 
disorders and outrages have been committed upon the 
borders of the said respective provinces, and humbly 
praying your Majesty's most gracious interposition and 
commands for the preservation of the peace on the said 
borders, until the boundaries of the said provinces shall 
be finally settled and adjusted. The Lords of the com- 
mittee t)f Council did on the twenty ninth of the sud 
month of July, take the matter of tlie said complaints 
into their consideration: and thereupon reported to your 
Majesty what Ihev thought most advisable for your Ma^^ 
jesty to do, in order to prevent the further eontinuancet 
of the said disorders^and to preserve peace and tranquil' 
ity on the said borders, until the boundaries shoula be 
finally settled. And your Msgesty having approved of' 
what was proposed by the said report, was pleased, by 
your order in council, of tlieeighteenUi of August 1737/ 
to direct as follows, viz: - 

That the governors of the respective provinces of Ma- 
ryland and Pennsylvania^ for the time being, do uot^ 
upon piun of incurring his Mi^esty^s highest displeasure, 
permit or suffer any tumults, riots or other outrageoua 
disorders to be committed on the borders of their res- 
pective provinces; but that they do immedftitely put a 
stop thereto, and use tlieir utmost endeavours to pre 
serve peace and good order amongst all his Majesty's 
subjects under their government, inhabiting the said 
borders. And as a means to preserve peace and tran- 
quility on the said borders, his Majesty doth hereby en- 
join the said governors, that they do not make grants of 
any parts of the lands in contest between the proprie- 
taries respectively, nor of any part of the three lower 
counties, commonly called New Castle, Kent and Sus- 
sex; nor permit any person to settle there, or even to 
attempt to make a settlement thereon, till h» Majesty's 
pleasure shall be fiirtlier signified. And his Majesty is 
further pleased to direct that this order, together with 
duplicates thereof, be defivered to the proprietaries of 
the said provinces, who are hereby required to trans^ 
mit the same forthwith to the govemoi? of the said res- 
pective ]irovinces accordingly. 

That since the issuing the said order, your Majesty 
hath been pleased to refer unto this committee an ad^ 
dress of the deputy governor, and of the upper »n4 
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lower houses of ussembly,^ of the province of Mary- 
land, relatiag* to a oontinttance of the said disorders; 
and also two petitions, the one in the name of John, 
Thomas; and Richard Penn, Esquires, proprietaries of 
tJte province of Pennsj'lvania, praying- your Majesty's 
further pleasure niay be signified relating to your Majes- 
ty's afore-recited order in council of the eighteenth of 
August, l7S7i and the other in the name of the agent 
of the said province of Pennsylvania, complaining of 
fresh disorders committed, by the inhabitants of Mary- 
land against those of Pennsyivania: Whereupon the 
Lords of the Committee did, on the twenty third day of 
February last, proceed to take all the papers relating to 
the complaints made by each of the said provinces, into 
consideration, and were attended by counsel on both 
sides, and likewise by the proprictanes of the said pro- 
vinces; and the counsel desiring that some reasonable 
time might be allowed the proprietaries to confer toge- 
ther in order to come to some agreement amongst them- 
/ selves, that so the peace and tranquility of both provin- 
ces may be preserved, until such time as the boundaries 
can be finally settled. The Lords of the Committee 
thought proper to comply with such their request; and 
beings this day again attended by all parties, the counsel 

^Acquainted the Committee, that the proprietaries of 

^ each province had accordingly met and agreed to the 
following propositions, viz . 

I. Tha^ 90 mucli of the Majesty's order in council of 
the eighteenth of August, 1737, as orders, That the gov- 
ernor's of the respective provinces of Maryland and 
Pennsylvania, for the time baiog, do not, upon pain of 
incurring his MajesI;/'* highest displeasure, permit or 
suffer any tumults, riots or other outrageous disorders, 
to be committed on the borders of their respective pro- 
vinces, but that they do immediately put a stop thereto, 
«nd use their utmost endeavours to preserve peace and 
good order amongst all his Majesty's subjects under 
their government, inhabiting the said borders, do stand 
in fbrce and be observed. 

U . That there being no riots that appear to have been 
committed within the three lower counties ofNew Castle, 
Kent & Sussex, upon Delaware, it is therefore not tho't 
necessary to continue the latter part of the said order in 
council, as to the said three lower counties, (but that 
the Same former order in council, so far as relates to 
the said three Lower Counties) be discharged without 
prejudice to either of the proprietaries, as if the same 
nacf never been made. 

in. That all other lands, in contest between the said 
proprietaries,, now possessed by or under either of them, 
shall remain in the possession as they now are (although 
beyond the temporary limits hereafter mentioned) and 
also the jurisdiction of the respective proprietaries shall 
continue over such lands until the boundaries shall be 
finally settled; and that the tenants of cither side, shall 
not attorn to the other; nor shall either of the proprie- 
taries, or their officers, receive or accept of attornments 
from the tenants of the other proprietary. 

IV. That as to all vacant lands, in contest between 
the proprietaries, not lying within either of the Three 

^Lower Counties, and not now possessed by or under 
cither of them, on the East side of the river Susque- 
hannah down so far south as fifteen miles and one quar- 

• ter of a mile south of the latitude of the most southern 
part of the city of Philadelphia, and on the west side of 
the said river Susquehanna, down so far south as four- 
teen miles and three quarters of a mile south of the lati- 
tude of the most southern psrt of the city of Philadel- 
phia, the temporary jurisdiction over the same is ag^ed 
to be exercised by the proprietaries of Pennsylvania, 
and their Governor, Courts, and Officers. And as to 
such vicant lands in contest between the proprietaries, 
and not now possessed by or under either of them, on 
both sides of the river Susquehanna, south of the re* 
spective southern limitk in this paragraph before men- 
ioned; the temporary jurisdiction over the same is 

tjpeed to be exercised by the proprietary of Maryland, 



and his Governor, Courts, and Officers, without preju- 
dice to either proprietary, and until the boundanes ] 
shall be finally settled. 

V. That the respective proprietaries shall be at fett 
liberty to grant out on the common and usual terms, all 
or any vacant lands within the said province of Pennsyl^ 
vania and Maryhmd, in contest between the said propri' 
etaries, (that is to say, within their own respective sides 
of the said several limits, mentioned in the last foreg«»n^ 
paragraph.) For the which lands, and the profits &the 
same also, each proprietary shall account to the other, 
who may be adjudged to be the proprietary thereof, 
upon the final determination of the boundaries between 
the two provinces. 

VI. That all prisoners, on both sides, on account of 
being concerned in any riots or disturbances, relating to 
the bounds, or for toy act or thing done thereat, or for 
any other act touching the right of either of the said pro- 
vinces, in relation to their bounds, be forthwith released 
and discharged, on entering into their own respective 
recognizances, in a reasonable sum, to appear and sub- 
mit to trial, when called upon by further order from his 
majesty. 

VII. That this be declared to be a proviaiona} and 
temporary order, to continue until the boandariesshill 
be finally settled, and declai-ed to be without prejudice 
to either party. 

VIII. That his Majesty be most hunnbly moved to &- 
charge so much of the order of the eighteenth of Au- 
gust 1737, as varies from this a^eement; andthiLtthe 
several other petitions of complaint, now depending be- 
fore his Majesty in Qpuncil, relating '.o any disturbaacei, 
may be withdrawn by the respective petitioners. 

To which propositions, the proprietaries of each pro- 
vince signified their consent before the committee, and 
declared their readiness to cany the same into execu- 
tion, if your Majesty shall be pleased to approve thereof; 
And the committee considering that this agreement n»y 
be a proper expedient for restoring peace and tranquility 
between the said provinces, and for preventing any 
the like disturbances for the future, do therefore agree 
humbly to lay the same before your Majesty, for your 
royal approbation. 

His Majesty this day took the said report into cons- 
deration, and, in order to preserve peace and tranquil- 
itv between iht said provinces, and to prevent any the 
like disturbances for the future, is pleased, with the ad- 
vice of his Privy Council, to approve of tlie said agree- 
ment entered into between the proprietaries of the said 
respective provinces. And his Majesty is hereby pleas- 
ed to order, that the proprietaries of the said respective 
provinces of Maryland and Pennsylvania, do cause the 
said agreement to be carried into execution, whereofthc 
said proprietaries, and all others whom it may concern, 
are toUke notice, and govern themselves accordingly. 

JA. VERNON. 

REAL ESTATE OWNED BY THE CITY. 

Scheduk of the Rtal Estate owned by the CorpcraiM 
JulyUty\m&, 

A lot of ground on the north side of High street, and 
west side of Schuylkill Front street, extending north- 
ward 306 feet to Filbert street, and about 740 feet west- 
ward to low water mark at the river Schuylkill, loclod- 
ing Ashton street. On this lot there are two small 
frame buildings of little value. 

A lot of ground on the north side of Chestnut strMt, 
and west side of Schuylkil Front street, extendine 
northward 379 feet, and about 900 feet weatwaid 
to low water mark at the river Schuylkill, incKid- 
ing Ashton street. On thb lot are erected the vtstem 
engine house, basin, &c. 

A lot of ground at the south-west comer of Schuylkill 
Second street and Ash alley, in the square between 
High and Chestnut streets, 130 feet in b/eadth on Sc 
cond street, extending westward 180 feet, to AspcB 
alley. No building on this lot. 
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Two lots of gjound on the east side of Schuylkill 
Front street: the first, at the distance of 25 feet 6 inches 
north of Chestnut street, is in breadth 44 6-12 feet, and 
in Icn^h, eastward, 180 feet, to Aspen alley; the se- 
cond, at the distance of 60 feet north of Chestnut street, 
is in breadth 83 7-12 feet, and in length, eastward, 180 
feet, to Aspen alley. No building^s on either of these 
lots. 

Two lots of ground on the south side of Lombard 
street, each of them 7S feet in length, southward; one 
of them extending from Ninth to Tenth street, and the 
other from Tenth to Eleventh street These lots were 
originally granted by the Legislature as burial places 
for strangers; the westernmost lot has been used as such, 
and the easternmost is, by an act of the Legislature, ab- 
solutely vested in the corporation, freed from that use: a 
portion has been let on ground rent, for ever. ^ 

A lot of ground on the north stde of High street conti- 
nued west of Schuylkill, in length, westward, 1,540 feet 
f^om low water mark at the river Schuylkill, and in 
breadth, at the east end, 510 feet, and continuing that 
breadtli about 500 feet, and then about 430 feet in 
breadth for the remainder of its length; containing in the 
whole about 15 acres. On this ground is a stone house, 
occupied as a tavern, several other dwelling houses, 
Aops, 8cc. all under lease, from the corporation, for a 
term of years. 

A lot of ground on the west side of Delaware Ifront 
street, in breadth, 102 feet, from Dock to Spruce street, 
m length, on Spruce street, 277 6-12 feet, and on Dock 
iftrect, 222 9-12 feet, to Little Dock st|-ect This lot is 
unimproved. 

A lot of ground at the north-east corner of Delaware 
Front and Dock streets, 100 feet in front north and 
toutli, and of that breadth about 293 feet to the end of 
the wharf^ incKiding Water street. A part of this lot is 
leased to Snyder and Kern, on which they have erected 
a three storied brick store. 

A lot of ground on the south side of Cherry street, 
between Ninth and Tenth streets, 40 feet front, by 144 
fcetln depth. On this lot are erected the oflSce and 
Vork-shops for the use of the City Water Works. 

The State House square, 510 feet in length, from 
Chestnut to Wahiut street, and 397 6-12 feet in breadth, 
from Delaware Fifth to Sixth street; together with the 
State House, and City Hall at the south-west corner of 
<^estnut and Fifth streets, and the lots on wliich they 
Me erected. 

^ A lot of ground situate in Penn Township, and ad- 
joining the Vinej-ard town plat, containing two acres, 
appropriated for a public burial ground, in lieu of the 
lot on Lombard street, from Ninth to Tenth street. 

Five public squares, viz. Washington, Franklin, 
North-west, South-west, and Centre. 

The public landings on the Schuylkill and Delaware 
n^trs, and the house at the Drawbridge, commonly 
wiled the * * Fish House," under lease from the Corpora- 
tion to S. Dewecs. 

A lot of ground on the east side of Schuylkill Sixth 
^treet, between High and Chestnut streets, containing 
Jti ffont or breadth, on said Sixth street, 40 feet, and 
^tending in length or depth, eastward, 198 feet. On 
^is lot the city stables are erected, v 

The Estate at " Fair Mount," on which are erected 
the Engine house and other works for supplying the 
city witti water. This estate, embracing the late pur- 
chase, contains in front, on CaJlowhill street, 450 feet, to 
the Bridge Company's ground, thence north, along the 
line of said ground, 82 feet, to Morris street, thence 
westwardly, about 300 feet, to the river Schuylkill, 
thence along the Schuylkill, northwai-dly, about 4J90' 
feet, to Francis street, thence eastwardly, along Francis 
street, 1216 feet, to the north-west corner of Moliere*s 
lot, on John and Francis street, then commencing at the 
•nuth-cast corner ot Moliere and John street, and running 
along John street, 961 feet, to the south-east corner of 
John and Biddle btreets, thence along Biddle street, 400 



feet, to a comer of ground belongin|^ io Jonet and 
others, and thence southwardly, along said ground, about 
90 feet, to the place of beginning. 

N. B. Besides the foregoing, there are vested ia the 
Corporation, to be used as burial ground for straDgen, 
two lots of ground on the west side of Schuylkill Second 
street, extending westward to Schuylkill Front streeti 
one of them adjoining the south side of Vine street, in 
breadth, southward, 102 feet, the other at the distance 
of 204 feet south of Vine street, in breadth, southward, 
112 feet. No buildings on either of these lots. 

STATE HOUSE YARD. 
Report to the City Councils on the title of the city to the 
State House Yard. 
Agreeably to the resolution of councils, of tlie 10th of 
June, and the appointment of the presidents, of the 30tk 
of July last, in pursuance thereof, I proceeded to Harria- 
burg, and there, in the oflSce of the Secretary of the 
Commonwealth, examined the documents of title, relate 
mg to the state house yard, and the ground on which 
the adjoining building are erected. There are many 
deeds, in possession of the state, renting to the ground, 
but most of them are mesne conveyances, from varioua 
purchasers, during a period of eighty years and upwards, 
between the original patentees of tho proprietor, and 
the trustees appointed by law to receive the legal title 
on the part of the province, and in no way material to 
the question, as it respecta the interests of the city. By 
an examination of the documents, it appears, tl>at the 
square of g^round between Chestnut and Walnut, and 
Fifth and Sixth streets, with the exception of periiapt 
two lots on Walnut street, was originally granted by the 
proprietor, at difierent times, and to different pur- 
chasers, in a number of small lots, according to the plan 
thereof, No. I. herewith exhibited. Prior to the 21st 
February, 1735-6, a part of the gfround designated by 
the letters WA and AH, in the plan. No. UI, pasaed 
from the patentees through manv owners, and was con- 
veyed to William Allen and Andrew Hamilton, who, in 
the act of assembly of that date, (Frov. laws, p. 189) 
are slated to have purchased the same ** by directions of 
the legislature." — From the recital in this act it appears, 
that before this time, the state house and other buildings 
had been erected. Other lots designated by the letters 
E and F» in the plan No. Iff, are included in the descrip- 
tion of the ground as given by the act, the one, marked 
with the letter £, being a part of a large lot on Walnut 
street, was not conveyed to the trustees until the year 
1742, and for the other marked with the letter F, being 
also part of a large lot on Walnut strer t, there was no 
conveyance until the year 1762. The act also contains 
two other lots, No. 9 and 10, the foruier not conveyed 
to the trustees, until several months, and the latter not 
until two years after the passing of the law, which recites 
that the whole had been previously purciiased. In the 
act of assembly referred to, there b an expi*es8 proviso 
and declaration, •* that it uhu the true intent and meaning 
thereof, that no part of the ground lying to the southward 
of the state house, as it is now built, be converted into or 
made use of for erecting any sort of buildings thereupon^ 
hut that the same shwld be ana remain a public cptn 
green and wallcs forever." 

On the 21st December, 1742, another' lot marked 
No. 11, in the plan No. ll, was purchased by William 
Allen, for the use of the province, as the act of assembly 
of the 17th February 1762, recites. All the ground 
which at the period of this last law, had been purchased, 
was the front on Chestnut street, and this lot on Walnut 
street, the whole with the buildings erected thereon^ 
with the .exception of the two comer lots on which the 
court houses jiow stand, was by this act settled upon 
and vested in trustees, for the use of the legislature of, 
the province, and to and for such other use% intents, 
and purposes, as they at any time should direct, with 
the following restriction and limitation, viz. " Provided 
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a&oa^ ntverihekta, and it is hereby declared to he the 
inte intent and rmaning hereof , that no part of the said 
ground b/imc to the touthvoard of the state houses within 
ikeusaU astt is mm built f shall be used for erecting any 
mri of building thereon, but that the same shall be (md re- 
mtdn apublic walk and greeti forever." This act also re- 
podt the act of 1735-6. 

On the 14th May, 1762, an appropriation was made 
by the legislature to enable the trustees to purchase 
other lots, to be Tested in the trustees for the same pur- 
poses, and subject to the same uses for which the state 
house and its appurtenances was, by the act of 17th Feb. 
in the same year, appointed and declared, and to and for 
no other use, intent or purposes whatsoeTcr. 

By subsequent purchases the ^uare, (with the ex- 
ception of the two lots on Widnut street, Nos. 18 and 
19, in the plan No. II, for which no deeds can be found) 
was completed and idl the lots conveyed to trustees in 
whom the legal title remained vested, until the 28th 
February 1780, when the whole was, by the act of as- 
sembly of that date, (vol. I. p . 484) with other propert}', 
▼iz. the court house, gaols, &c. and the ground on 
which they were erected, of the several counties vested 
in the commonwealth, discharged and exempted from 
and agvnst all claim of the trustees or their heirs, sub- 
ject, however, to the several uses, intents, trusts, dispo- 
sitions, and directions for which the same had been, be- 
fore, respectively appointed and limited, and to and for 
none other, saving »nd always reserving to every 
person or persons, bo^es politic and corporate, his and 
their heirs and successors, other than the trustees, all 
such estate, rights title, and interest of, in, to and out of 
the premises, vested in trust, as the^ or any of them 
might have had or enjoyed, in case this act had not been 
passed. The act of 1762 was then repealed. 
^ I have procured official copies of all the conve}rances, 
or other aocuments, which I considered important, and 
•uthorixed by the resolution of councils, for their infor- 
mation they are transmitted herewith. 

Deed, 15th October 1730, Book F, vol F, p, 266. 
^•^J™ ? For three loto of ground and four rent 

Wm. AUen. 5 ''**"^'- 

One Lot, (Mo. 1, plan No. H.) 

One do. No. 2, ditto. 

One do. No. 3, ditto, 

Four rent charges, viz. 
£s.d. 
5 on a lot rranted to Thomas Paglaf, m'd 

4 2 6 do. Matthias Dpwlin, do. 

5 5 Q do. William Davis do. 
3 . do. Michael Morris, do. 

Deeds, Qih February and 12M June, 1732. 

^an^pson Thoipas and"^ 

Sarah Barnard 

to 

Andrew Utmiltoi). 



'\ For the lot No. 8, subject to a 
! rent charge of JB2 5s, being ontcX 




VFor the Lot No. 4. 
Iked, 10th June, 1732. 



"^ For a messuage or tenement and 

Matth/ew Dowlin ] the lot No. 5, subject to a rent 

to )K:harge of £4^.6d bein|^ one 

Andrew Haroi}toi). | of the rent charges conveyed by 

J Hill to Allen, (ante) 

MnuicB of the Legislature, vol %p. 180. Uth Jug. 1732. 
•• Resolved, That Andrew Hamilton and others pay 
to William Allen the purchase money for the ground he 
houglit of I<evin Hill, upon the said William Allen's 
making a declaration under his hand and seal in writing, 
that be will at any time hereafter, on payment of such 
reasonable costs in law as may thereupon arise, convev 
the said ground to such persons and such uses as shall 
be directed by the legislature for the time being or 
•uch counsel learned in the Ifw as they shall think fit 
fq^ fhttt fcryicc." 



Deed, 28/A JIugust, 1732. 
William Hudson ^ 

to S. For the lot No. 6. 

Andr^ Hamilton, i 

De^d, 12th SepUmber 1732. 

,^ « 1 ^ For the lot No. 7, subject to s 

Thomas Paglar \^^^^ ^^nt of £5, bein? one of 

. :. Is -1* rthe rent charges conveyed by HiQ 
Andrew Hamilton.j ^^ ^^^^ (^J^^ 

Deed hst. 

Michael Morris 

^ J u »**u«.« .^the rent charges conveyed by Hill 
Andrew Hamdton. J ^^ ^^ ^J^^ 

Minutes of the LegisbOure, vol 3, p. 194, IM, Jugiai 
1733. 
A committee report that £550 purchase money for the 
ground on which the house stands had been expended. 

Deed Poll, 10th November, 1733. 
William Allen acknowledges the receipt of £500, snd 
to have sold to the province of Pennsylvania the lots 
and the ground rents purchased from Hill, on the ISth 
October, 1730, (ante) to be conveyed by him (Alleo)ia 
such uses as the province should direct and app^not 

Jkt of Assembly, Prov. Laws, p. 189. 21st Feb. 1735-6. 

Reciting that Andrew Hamilton and William AUeo 
bad purchased, by direction of the legi8lature,dnrert 
lots of land on the soutli side of Chestnut street, desg* 
nited in the plan No. Ill, by the letters WA and AH, £ 
and F, and No. 9, 10, snd that a state house and other 
buildings bad been erected, at the charge of the pro- 
vince, but that the estate, &c. remained in Andrew Ha- 
milton and William Allen, and that the buildings srd 
lots mif^ht be effectually secured to the use of the pro- 
vince, it was thought necessary to vest the estate in trus- 
tees for the use, intents, and purposes therein sftsr 
specified; Andrew Hamilton and William Allen were 
desired to convey and assure to John Kinsey, Josepk 
Kirkbride, Caleb Copeland and Thomas Edwards, die 
lands, tenements. Sec. aforesaid, to have and to hold die 
same to the uses, intents, and purposes following, sad 
to no other use whatsoever, viz. to and for the uie of 
the representatives of the freemen of the provbce, 
which now lu^, and from time to time hereafter shtU be 
duly elected by the freemen aforesaid, and to and fbr 
such other uses, intents, and purposes, as they, the slid 
representatives, at any time or times thereafter, in gene- 
ral assembly met, shall direct and appoint ** Prmded 
always, and it is hereby declared to he the true intent and 
meaning of these presents, that no part of the said ground, 
lying to me south of the state house as it is now ouill, i 
converted into or made use of for erecting any sort of btM 
ings thereupon, but that the said eround shall be inek^ 
ana remain a puhUc green and uxukforever. " 

Deed, ISth September, 1736. 

For the lot No. 9, subjeettos 
ground rent of £2 5s. Od being ooe 
of the rent charges conveyed bj 
Hill to Alien, (^te) 



William Davis 

to 

Andrew Hamilton 



•J Hi] 



Deed, 1738. 
Thomas Btapleford'^ 



to 



> For the lot No. 10. 



Andrew Hamilton.j 

Will of Jndrew HamiUon, 1st August, 1741. 

"So far as concerns the vesting and settling the lots, 
houses and grounds, formerly agreed for by me, for the 
use of the province, I do nominate^ authorize and ap- 
point William AUen, with my son James, to grant and 
convey the said lots, houses and grounds to the tnntees 
appointed by act of assembly, passed 21st Fctevaiy, 
1735^." 
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Deed, 21t/ December, 1742. 
Anthony Morris ^ 

to CForthelotNo.il. 

WllUm Allen. 3 

From the preceding documents it appears that of the 
lots described in the act of assembly of 1735-6, those 
which are designated by the letters Wa and AH in plan 
No. III. were originally purchased by, and conveyed to 
Andrew Hamilton and William Allen, in their own rights, 
but the preamble of the act declares, that the purchases 
were inade by direction of the legislature. Those 
marked E. and F. are not incUided in any of the prece- 
ding deeds. The lots No. 9 and 10 were not conveyed 
to the trustees until after the passing of the law, and 
therefore could not be included within its provisions, 
unless purchased or agreed for before. No conveyances 
were made during the life time of Andrew Hamilton, 
pursuant to the direction of this law, but by his will he 
Authorized his son James, and William Allen to convey 
ifi the trustees, appointed by the act of 1735, the lots, 
^c. >Hrhich bad been agreed for by him, for the us« of 
the province. 

Deed, 2d July, 1760, Book Hi vol, 10, p, 635. 
WUliwn Allen "J 

to S.ForthelotNoll. 

Isaac Norris, Tho^ Leach, Jos. Fox. J 

To have and to hold, &c. to such and the same use, 
intent and purposes, as are mentioned or intended, in 
and by tb« act of assembly of 27th Feb. 1735-6. 

Deed, 16/A Sq)i, 1761, Book ff. vol. 15, p. 29, &e. 
William Allen -J For the lots. No. 

to Cl, 2. 3, and the 

Isaac Norris, Thomas Leach, Joseph j g^round rents pay- 
Fox, "^able by Paglar, 

> Dow]in,Davis and 
3 Morris, (ante.) 
Reciting the act of 21st February, 1735-6, **in which 
there is a proviso to the effect **foliowing,** for the ma- 
king conveyances of the lands &c. to such uses as the 
legislature should at any time direct and appoint. The 
assembly then sitting considering that most of the trus- 
tees were dead, and that others were absent, and infirm, 
directed the said Isaac Norris the speaker, Thomas 
Leach and Joseph Fox two of their members, to be 
. trustees of the lots, 8cc. intended to be granted pursu- 
ant to the act of 1735-6, and the condition thereof, "To 
have and to hold. See. the said lots and rent charges in 
trust, and to such and the same use or uses, intents and 
purposes, as they are mentioned and intended in and by 
the said act, and to and for no other use, intent or pur- 
pose whatsoever.'' • 

Deed, \7th Sept 1761, Book H. vol 15, p. 112. 
James Hamilton, William Allen - - 
to 
Isaac Norris, Thomas Leach, and 
Joseph Fox. 

Reciting the act of assembly of the 21 Feb. 1735-6, *4n 
which there is a proviso to the effect following," viz. 
for the making conveyances of the lands and tenements, 
to such uses as the legis*ature should at any time or times 
appoint and direct. The assembly then sitting, consi- 
dering that most of the trustees were dead, that others 
were absent and infirm, directed the said Isaao Noiris, 
the speaker, Thomas Leach, and Joseph Fox, two of 
their members, pursuant to the act of 1735-6 and the 
condition thereof, and the survivor of them, to be trus- 
tees of the lots intended to be granted 'to have and to 
hold the lots, 8tc. in trust, and to such and the same use 
or uses, intenU and purposes, as are mentioned and in- 
tended, in and by the said act, and to and for no other 
use, intent or purpose whatsoever.*' 
Jet of JiB$embly, 17th February, 1762, vol. 1, p, 242; 
Reciting that Andrew Hamilton and William Allen, 
by directions of the legislature, had purchased the lots 
detcribcd in the act of 1735^, that WUliam Allen had 
•me* purchased lot No, n, the ert ction of the buildmgs. 



. rut, ID, p. ii:a. 

") For the lots No. 

U, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 
ijlO. 



the act of 31 Feb. 17r<5.6, the death of the trustees na- 
med in that act, before the deed executed? and that the 
premises with the exception of the two corner lots, on 
which the court houses are erected, might be effectually 
secured to the use of the province, and the legal estate 
vested in trustees, for the uses and purposes therein af- 
ter mentioned, &c: it was enacted that the state house, 
buildings and lot of ground purchased before that time, 
(except the two corner lots before mentioned) and all 
the immunities, improvements, appurtenances, and the 
estate, interest, &c. of Andrew Hamilton in his life time, 
and his heirs since his death, and of William Allen, 
should be thenceforth vested in Isaac Norris, Thomas 
Leach, Joseph Fox, Samuel Rhoads, Joseph Galloway, 
John Baynton and Edward Pennington, fttf^d and dis- 
charged from the uses, intents and purposes, n\entioned 
and contained in the before recited act of assembly, and 
from all claim and demands of the former thwtees-^But 
nevertheless, upon the trusts, and to and for the ends, 
intents and puq)Oses, and subject to the following uses, 
viz. for the use of the legislature, and to and for such 
other uses, intents and purposes as they at any time af- 
ter should direct and appoint • 
Provided **always, and it is herebv declared to be the 
true intent and meaning hereof, tbat no part of said 
p^und, lying to the southward of the state house, with- 
in the wall as it is now built, be made use of for erecting 
any sort of buildings thereony but that the sanoe sbaU 
be and remain a public green and walk forever ." The 
trustees to suffer actions to be brought in their names 
and to exesute deeds, &c. for the premises "to the uses 
aforesaid," in such a manner as the legislature should di- 
rect, &c. This act then repeals that of 1735-6. 

The 3d section recites, that^e two lots one at the 
comer of Fifth, the other on Sixth street had been pur- 
chased by Andrew Hamilton, with the intent that they 
should be conveyed to the trustees, for the use of the 
city and county, respectively, and that they might be 
settled accordingly, the trustees were directed on pay- 
ment of the sum of 50/. for each lot, (being as the mi- 
nutes of the assembly recite at the same rate or price 
for which the whole of the gi*ound had been purchased,) 
to convey the said lots to the city and county, with no 
other restriction than that the buildings should be of 
like outward form of structure and dimensions. On the 
18th of July 1764, the trustees executed deeds to the 
city and county respectively, who paid the consideration 
required of them. 

From the preceding documents it is evident that the 
lots purchased prior to the 17th Sept. 1762, were con- 
veyed to the trustees on the part of the province, for 
the uses and purposes particularly specified in the act 
of 21 Feb. 1735-6, in which there is an express provision 
that no part of the ground shall be made use of for 
erecting any kind of buildings but that the same should 
remain a public green and walk forever, which restric- 
tion extends to all the ground described in that act. — 
There is therefore, not only a solemn legislative decla- 
ration, made in the years 1735 and 1762 of the uses for 
which the whole ground was to be appropriated, but 
also as to the greater part of it, the acceptance of con- 
veyances subjecting it iexpressly to the same uses. 

Jet of Awembly, Uih May, 1762, vol 1. p, 254. 
Recitmg, that whereas it was thought necessary for 
public convenience to purchase certain lots of ground 
adjoining that on which the state house is erected, for 
the same usei intents and purposes to which the house 
and its appurtenances was before appropriated; there- 
fore the trustees of the loan oflSce were directed to re- 
tain out of the monies, by a previous act directed to be 
burnt, sunk and destroyed, the sum of 5000/. subject to 
the orders of the trustees of the state house, whidi sum 
or. so much thereof as should be necessary, they were 
directed to apply towards the purchasing of all or any 
of the lots between Chesnut and Walnut and FifUi and 
Sixth streets, for the uses following viz. That the tamo 
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ahould be vested in the trustees for the same purposes 
and subject to the same uses for which the state house 
and its appurtenances was by the act of the 17th Feb. 
1762, appropriated and for no other uses intents and 
purposes whatsoeveiv 

Dud, \QthJuly, 1762, Book H. vol. I6,p. Ill, ^c 
Thonus Gordon and Wife "J 

to S.ForthclotNo.12. 

Isaac Norris and others. Trustees na- j 
med in \he acts vC 1762- 
Deed, 10th Stpt. 1762, Book H. vol 16,/>. 374. 
ttobert Tempest and Wife ^ 

to S.ForthelotNo.13. 

Isaac Norris andotliers, Trustcci,8cc.3 

Deed. iSth Oct. 1762, Book L vol. 6. p. 173. 
Joseph 9hippcn, Junior ") 

^ to VFopthelotNo.U. 

jbaac Norris & others, Trustees, Jccj 

Deed 26th May, 1767, Book I, vol. 6, p. 179. 
John Chappel ")! 

to S For the lot No 15. 

Isaac Norris & others, Trustees, &c.3 

Deed, 6M Feb. 1769, Book 1, vol 6, p. 203. 
David Erwin and Wife ") 

to J. For the lot No 16. 

Joseph Fox & othexs. Trustees, Scc.J 

Deed, 6ih Feb.1769, Book I, vol 6, p. 207. 
Charles Towusend and Wife ") 

to ?► For the lot No 17. 

Joseph Fox 6c others. Trustees, &c.3 

All die deeds subsequent to the act of 14th May,1762, 
contain a recital that the purchases were respectively 
made pursuant to the direction thereof, and the convey- 
ances are in '•trust for the uses intents and purposes de- 
clared in the act of 17 Feb. 1762. "and to and for no 
other use intent and purpose whatsoever." 

Jet of Assembly, SiSth Feb. 1780, vol 1, p. 485. 
Heciting", that on account of the difficulty of securing 
the real esUte of the late province, then state of Fenn- 
^Ivania, the same was vested in trustees, that some of 
the trustees were dead and it might be difficult to ascer- 
t^n the person to whom the estate had descended if 
suits should be necessary for the conservation thereof, 
it was enacted that the state house, together with the 
adjoining lot, bounded by Chesnut, Fifth, Walnut and 
Sixth streets, and the court houses, gaols, &c. together 
with the lots of lands whereon they are erected, or which 
are appurtenant to them of the several counties as they 
were then vested in trustees, should be vested in the 
commonwealth, discharged and exempted from allclums 
and demands of the trustees, and of their heh^ subject 
however, to the several uses, trusts, disposition and di- 
rection for which the same had been before appointed 
and limited, and to none other, saving and always re- 
8er\'ing to every person and persons, bodies politic and 
corporate, &c. other than the trustees, all such estate, 
right, title, and interest to the prembes which before 
the passing of the act might have had. 
det of Jasembly, 30th Sept. 1791, Dallas's ed. p. 144. 
^ccitinf , that it would contribute to the embellish- 
ment of tkepubUc walks in the State House garden, and 
conduce to the health of the citizens by admitting a 
freer circulation of air, if the cast and west walls were 
lowered and paliaadoes placed tliercon. Therefore, be 
it enacted, &c. that the, corporation, at the expense of 
tiie citizens, shall have power to take down the wall on 
the east and we*t side, within three feet of the pave- 
ment, and to erect thereon palisadoes of^iron, fixed on 
a stone capping, to be placed on tlie wall. 

Jet of .issembly, 10th March, 1812. 

Reciting, that the corporation of the city in pursuance 

of the authority given by the act of the 30th Sept. 1791, 

\aA lowered the walls on the east and west sides of the 

state house yard, and placed palisadoes thereon, that it 



would add to the improvement ofthepublietoaJka'iXikk^ 
south wall was also lowered, then authorizing the conn- 
cils at the expense of the city to remove the loiitii wall 
also, with a proviso that nothing contained in the act 
should be taken to impair the title of th^ commonweal^ 
to the state house, and the lot appertaining thereto. 

In consequence of the power derived from these acts, 
the corporation have expended a very considerable sum 
of money on "the improvement, and in the embelliih- 
ment of *Hhe public walks." 

From the documents referred to, it results that the 
lots, No. 1,2,3,4,5,6,7, 8,9,10& ll,m thepIwiNo. 
II, were conveyed to the trustees appointed by the le- 
g^lature in the year 1761, in trust for the uses, declared 
by the act of 1735'6y which contauns a proviso **tkai tw 
part of the ground lying to the southward of the state 
house should be anwerteainio, or made use of for erecting 
buildings, but that the same should be an openpubUc green 
and wcdk forever. " The same trust with a similar restric- 
tion is again repeated and declared in the two acts of 
1762. The lots, No. 12, 15, 14, 15, 16 & 17, were pur- 
chased agreeably to the directiona of the aet of 14th of 
May 1762, and were conveyed to the trustees for the 
uses declared by the act of 17 Feb. in the same year, 
and for no other use whatsoever. For the lots No: 18 
and 19 no conveyance can be found at present, they are 
however included in the description or the g^und, aa ' 
given in the act of 1780, which agun recognizes, re- 
peats, and declares the uses, trusts, disposi^ons and di- 
rections for wliich the whole lot had been at different 
periods of time appointed and limited by previoua acts^ 
and the conveyances made in pursuance thereof. 
AU of which is respectfully submitted. 

JOSEPH REED. 

Philad. Dec 1. 1813. 

[See Profiles in the adjoining page.] 

NORTHEAST SQUARE. 
.Information relative to the title of the Corporation to 

the North-Rast Public Square, reported by the Ret 

corder, in pursuance of a resolution of the thirteenth 

of April, 1797. 

No. 1. A plan of the city of Philadelphia. 

No. 2. A small book called *'An explanation of 
the map of the city and suburbs of Philadelphia,^ 
published by John Reid, pages, (No. 10, 11, and 
13.) 1774. 

Sixteenth of August, 1683.— In a letter from the pro- 
prietor, (William Penn,) to the free society of Trader^ 
he says, "I say little of the town itself, because % plat- 
form will be shown you by my agent, in which, tnose 
who are purchasers of me will find their names and inte- 
rests." 

No. 3. — Thomas Holme's description of the city of 
Philadelphia. '*The model of the city appears by a 
small draught tliereof now made, and because there it 
not room to express the purchasers* names in the 
draught, I have therefore drawn directions of reference 
by way of numbers, whereby may be known each man's 
lot and place in the city." 

** The city, as the model shows, consists of a IpMpe 
Front street to each river, and a Hig^ street near the 
middle,- from river to river, of one hundred feet broad, 
and a Broad street in the middle of the citv from aide to 
side, of the like breadth. In the center or the city is a 
square of ten acres, at each angle to build houses for 
public affiin^ there is also in each quarter of the dty m 
square of eight acres to be for the Hke uses as MoorJSMs 
in London, and eight streets besides the said High 
street, that run from river to river orfront to front. 

There is a copy of a return of, survey for a lot in the 
city, signed by Thomas Holmes, Surveyor-General, 
twenty flflh, Fourth month, 1684— it should be remem- 
berccJ, that the editor of this book docs not inform 
where tlie original letters above referred to may be 
seen. 

{See page 2S4,) 
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No. 4, — Twenty-ninth of Januaiy, 1706. Recorded 
In the Rolls Office, Philadelphia. Patent book A. toI. 
3, pag^e 361. 

Patent from Edward Shippen, Griffith Owen, Thomas 
Story, and James Logan, Proprietary Commissioners to 
the Mayor and Commonalty of the city of Philadelphia. 
Reciting, "That whereas upon an application made 
from the Mayor and Commonalty of the city of Phila- 
delphia in tne said province, to my present Commis- 
sioners of propert)' or the proprietary deputies herein 
after named, that they would grant some convenient 
piece of ground for a common and public burying 
place for aU strangers or others who might not so con- 
veniently be laid in any of the particular inclosures ap- 
propriated by certain religious societies for that purpose- 
My said commissioners, by their warrant under their 
hands and seal of the province, bearing date the twenty- 
eighth day of the eleventh month last past, required the 
Surveyor to the said city, to lay out for the use afore- 
said, a certain square therein mentioned, * * being one of 
those squares which at the original plotting of the scUddty 
were tntended for public uses,'* which accordingly was 
surveyed and laid out the fifth day of the Fourth month 
last past, under the bounds and limits here following, 
that is to saVf a certain square of ground, being in 
breadth five hundred foot, and in length also five hun- 
dred foot, bounded on the north wifli Walnut street, on 
the east with Bixth street from the river Delaware, on 
the south with a street forty foot in breadth, and on the 
west with another street likewise of the said breadth of 
forty foot. And whereas the said Mayor and Common- 
alty have requested I would confirm the same to them 
by patent, know ye, that I, favoring the said request, 
and for better accommodating the said city as aforesaid, 
I have thought fit to g^nt, and do by these presents for 
me, my heirs and successors, give, grant, release and 
confirm to the Mayor and Commonalty now being and 
to their successors for ever, all thkt, the said piece oi^ 
square of g^und> bounded and limited as above ex- 
pressed, togiether with all ways, waters, casements, li- 
berties, profits, commodities, and appurtenances to the 
said piece Or square of ground or to any part or parcel 
thereof belonging, or in any wise appertaming, to have 
&nd to hold the said piec* of ground and premises here- 
by g^nted, with the appurtenances, to the said Mayor 
and Commonalty, and their successors for ever, to the 
only uses herein after following, and to no other use 
whatsoever^ t/iat is to say, for a common and public bu- 
rying place for the service of the city of Philadelphia, 
for interring the bodies of tU manner of deceased per- 
sbns whatsoever, whom there shall be occasion to lay 
therein, and for the further improvement of the said bu- 
rying place, I do hiereby grant full and free liberty to 
the Mayor and Commonalty and their successors, to in- 
close, fence, plant, build, or by any other ways or means 
whatsoever, to improve the aforesaid piece of ground 
hereby granted and premises as the said Mayor and 
Commonal^ or their successors fix)m time to time shall 
«ee convenient." 

OBSSRyATIONS. 

Nos. I, 2, 3. — ^Thisplan of the city has been generally 
coosidered as the work of Thomas Holme, and has been 
reeeiycd as evidence in the Supreme Court on several 
trials. Thomas Holme was the first Surveyor-General 
in Pennsylvania, and arrived here, probably from Eng- 
land, in the summer, 16d3. 

This plAn of the city wherein five public squares are 
kid down, siay be considered as an authentic document, 
and the most ancient (known) piece of evidence of 
the city's right to the squares. This plan must have 
been mad6 by Thomas Holme, Surveyor-General, from 
an actual surrey of the city previously made by him; and 
that it was made by the oraer of William Penn, the evi- 
denee is very strong, as it appears from the letter above 
referred to aud other evidence, that he was thentn this 
eauntry, and in his letter refers to a Plan, which, in all 
bumaii probability, was the oae now spoken ot Fur- 



ther, I believe this old plan has remained time Immemo- 
rild in the office of the Surveyor General, and has always 
been referred to as an authentic paper. 

No. 4 — This patent is now in my possesdon^ and I 
consider it as the most poweHhl evidence of the city** 
title to tlie public squares; it bears date more tlutn nine- 
ty years ago, when William Penn the founder of the 
province was alive. It is to be considered in a legal 
point of view, as the declaration of William Penn, 
(contained in one of his most solemn acts of authority, 
to wit, a patent under the g^reatseal) that at the original 
plotting of the city, there were certain sauares Intended 
for public use, and that the square described in the pa- 
tent was one of them. 

It was my intention to have taken time and made 
greater researches in the several public offices; but un- 
derstanding from some Members of the Common Coon* 
cil, that they were desirous of acting upon the subiect, 
I can only add to the foregoing statement, that I beheve 
several very ancient surveys may be found, calling for 
the public square in the centre of the city as a boundary; 
but I have not yet found that there are any such surveys 
referring in the same manner to eitiier of the squares on 
the north or south sides.. 

I am of opinion, that the right of the city to the north- 
east and other squares is go^, and may be established 
in a Court of Justice. The»documents above referred 
to, make a sufficient foundation whereon a jttry at this 
day (upon legal principles) ought to presume, that 
there was an ancient proprietary grant for those squares 
to the use of the citizens of Philadelphia, which, from 
the accidents of time, is now lost And the same docu- 
ments, I think, will amount to a covenant or ag^ement 
on the part of the first proprietor, to ,stand seised of 
those squares for the use of the citizens of Philadelphia. 

The commonwealth, as it now represents the propri- 
etary rights, must (if the legal estate to those squares b 
vested in it,) hold the same for the use of the citizens^ 
as the proprietors did. 

I give this opinion, with the exception as to that part 
of the north-east square within the limits of the patent 
Mm John Penn or the fourteenth of December, 1763. 
If the patentees can show that they are^fair purchasers, 
for a valuable consideration, without notice of the 
rights of the citizens; for such part it may be veiy 
doubtful whether or not the possession can be recover- 
ed from them. 

ALEXANDER WILCOCKS, Recorder. 

Philadelphia, June 5th, 1797. 

SKETCH OF THE LIFE OF ROBERT MORRIS. 

^«T JAMES XEASX, X. D. 

Published originally in the Philadehhia edition of the 
Edmburg EneyebpsBcna, 

Robert Morris was the son of a respectable merchant 
of Liverpool, who had for some years been extensively 
concerned in the American trade; and while a boy, he 
was brou^t by his father to this country, in which it ap- 
pears he intended to settle. During the time that he 
was pursuing his education in Philadelphia, he unfortu- 
nately lost his father, in consequence of a wound receiv- 
ed from the wad of a g^n, which was discharged as a 
conipliiAent by the captain of a ship consigned to htm, 
thkt had just arrived at Oxford, the place ofhis rrstdence, 
on the eastern shore of the Chesapeake Bay; and he 
was thus left an orphan at the age of fifteen years. In 
conformity with the intentions of his parent, he was brod 
to commerce, and served a regular apprenticeship in the 
counting house of the late Mr. Charles Willing, at that 
time one of the first merchants of Philadelphia. A year 
or two after the expiration of the term for which he had 
engaged himself, he entered into partnership with Mr. 
Thomas Willing. This connection, which was formed 
in 1754, continued for the long period of thirty-nnie 
years, not having been dissolved until 1793. Previoaafy 
to the commeaceroent of the American war^ it was^ witk^ 
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oat doubt, more extensively engaged in commerce^ than 
mf other house in Philadelphia. 

Of the events of his youth we know little. The fact 
just mentioned proves, that although early deprived of 
the benefit of parental counsel, he acted with fidelity, 
and gained the g^ood will of a discerning and wealthy 
young friend, the son of his master. The following anec- 
dote will show his early activity in business, and anxiety 
to promote ^e interests of his friend. During the ab- 
sence of Mr. WiUing at his country |)lace near Frank- 
ford, a vessel arrived at Philadelphia, either consigned to 
him, or that brought letters, g^iving intelligence of the 
sudden rise of fiour at the poil she had left. Mr. Mor- 
ris instantly engaged all that he could contract for, on 
account of Mr. Willing, who, on his return to the city 
next day, had to defend his young friend fVom the com- 
plaints o^some merchants, that he had raised the price 
of fiour. An appeal, however, from Mr. WiUing to their 
own probable line of conduct, in case of their having 
first received the newsi, silenced their complaints. 

Few men in the American colonies were more alive to 
the gradual encroachment of the British government 
upon the liberties of the people, and none more ready to 
remonstrate i^^nst them, than Mr. Morris. Hie sigpna- 
titre on the part of his mercantile house to the non-im- 
portation ag^ement, as respected England, which was 
entered into by the merchants of Philadelphia in the 
year 1765, while it evinced the consistency ©f his prin- 
ciples and conduct, at the same time was expressive of 
a willingness to unite with them in showing theif deter- 
mination to prefer a sacrifice of private interest to the 
conUouance of an intercourse, which would add to the 
revenue of the government that oppressed them. The 
extensive mercantile concerns with England of Mr. Mor- 
ris's house, and the large importations of her manufac- 
tures and colonial produce by it, must have made this 
sacrifice considerable. His uniform conduct on the sub- 
ject of the relative connexion between England and the 
Colonies, his high standing in society, and general intel- 
ligence, naturally pointed him out as a fit representative 
of Pennsylvania in the national councils, assembled on 
the approach of the political storm; and he was accord* 
ingly appointed by the legislature of Pennsylvania, in 
November 1775j one of the delegates to the second con- 
gress that met at Philadelphia. A few weeks after he 
had taken his seat, he was added to the secret commit- 
tee of that body, which had been formed by a. resolve of 
the preceding congress and whose duty was "to contract 
for the importation of arms, ammunition, sulphur, and 
saltpetre, and to export produce on the public account 
to pay for the same. " He was also appointed a member 
of the committee for fitting out a naval armiment, and 
specially commissioned to neg^iate bills of exchange 
for congressf to borrow mdney for the marine commit- 
tee, and to manage the fi.scal cpncems of congress upon 
other occasions. Independently of his enthusiastic zeal 
in the cause of his country, of his capacity for business, 
and knowledge of the subjects committed to him, or his 
talents for managing pecuniary concerns, he was parti- 
cularly fitted fi>r such services; as the commercial credit 
he had established among his fellow citizens probably 
stood higher than that of any other man in the commu- 
nity, and of this he did not hesitate to avail himself 
whenever the public necessities required such an evi- 
dence of his patriotism. These occasions were neither 
few nor trifling. One of the few remaining prominent 
men of the revolution, and who filled an important and 
most confidential station in the department of wir, bears 
testimony that Mr. Morris frequently obtained pecuniary 
and other supplies, virhich were most pressingly required 
for the service, on his own responsibility, and apparently 
upon his own account, when, from the known state of 
the public treasury, they could not have been procured 
for the government 

AAong^ several fiu:ts in point, the following may be 
mentioned: 
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During the rapid march of Corn^rallis through New 
J*er8ey, in pursuit of the American army. Congress, as a 
measure of securit)', removed to Baltimore, and request- 
ed Mr. Morris to remain as long as possible in Philadel- 
phia, to forward expresses to them from General Wash- 
ington. The daily expecUtion of the arrival of the 
enemy in the city, induced Mr. Morris to remove his fa- 
mily to the codntry; while he took up bis abode with art 
intimate friend, who had made up his mind to stay in 
the city at every hazard. At this time, December 1776, 
he received a letter from General Washington, who then 
lay with his army at the place now called New Hope, 
above Trenton, expressing the utmost anxiety for the 
supply of specie, to enable him to obtain such intelli- 
gence of the movements, and precise position and si'Cctt- 
lion of the enemy on the opposite shore, as would au- 
thoris^e him to act offensively. The importance of the 
occasion induced the General to send the letter by a con- 
fidential messenger.* The case was aImo«t hopeless 
from the general flight of the citizens: but a trial must 
be made, and Mr. M. luckily procured the cash asaper^ 
sonal loan, from a member of the Society of Friends, 
whom he met, when in the greatest possible anxiety of 
mind, he was walking about thetity, reflecting on the 
most likely means of person v by which, or from Whom 
it was to be obtained. This prompt and timely ^oi^H- 
ance with the demand, enabled General Washihgton to 
gain the signal victory at Trenton over the savage Hes- 
sians^ a victory which, excluavely of the benefits deri- 
ved from its diminishing the numerical force of the ene- 
my by nearly one thousand, was signally important in 
its influence, by encouraging the patriots, arta checking^ 
tiie hopes of the enemies of our cause; and by destroy- 
ing the impression which the reputed prowess of the 
conquered foe, and the experience of their ferocity over 
the unprotected and defenceless, had made upon thtf 
people. Upon another occasion, he became respoi^- 
bls for a quantity of lead, which had been most orgentl^ 
re(juired for the army, and which most providentially 
arrived at the time when greatly wanted.! At a more 
advanced stage of the war, when pressing distress in the 
army had (| riven cong^ss and the commander in chief 
almost to desperation, and a part of the troops to muti- 
ny; he supplied the army with fouf or five thousand bar* 
rels of flour, upon his private credit; and on a promise 
to that effect, persuaded a member to withdraw an in-- 
tended motion ta sanction a procedure which, althodgfef 
common in Europe, would have had a very injurious ef- 
fect upon the cause of the country: this was to author- 
ize General Washington to seize all the provisions that 
could be found within a circle of twenty miles of hie 
camp.t M'hile tJ. S. financier, his notes constituted, 
for large transac^Otis, part of the circulatingf medium. 
l^Iany other similar instances occurred of this patriotic 
interposition of his own personal responsibility for sup-^ 
plies, which could not otherwise have been obtained. 

In the first year in which he served as a representa** 
tive in congrete, he si^ed the memorable paidiment 
containing the Declaration that forever separate us firom 
England, and thus pledged himself to join heart and 
hand with the destinies of his country, while some of 
his colleagues, who possessed less firmness, drew back 
and retired from the contest. He wasthrice successively 
elected to Congfiess, in 1776, '77, and *7S, 

The exertion of his talents in Uie public councils, the 
use of his credit in procuring supplies at home, of hiv 
personal labour as special ag^nt, or cottg^asional coni- 
mittee-man, and of those in his ]>ay, in procuring others 
from abroad,, were not the only means employed by him 
in aiding the cause in which he had embaried. The 
free and public expression of his sefitiments upon alH 

* The messenger was captain Howell, afterwards fot 
several years Governor of New Jersey. 

f See particulars related by Judge Peters, in Garden. 

i Debates on the renewal of tiie charter of the Btaik 
of North America, p. 49. Philadelphia, 1786.^ 
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occasions, in the almost daily and nig^htly meeting of 
the zealous; in the interchange of friendly intercourse 
witli his fellow citizens, and tbie confident tone of ulti- 
mate success which he supported, sensed to rouse the 
desponding, to fix the wavering', and confirm the brave. 
, Besides, the extensive cqmmercial and private corres- 
pondence which he maintained with England, furnished 
aim with early intelligence of all tlic public measures 
fcsolvcd on by the British government, the debates in 
pai'liamcnt, and with much private information of im- 
portance to this couritry.* These letters he read to a 
few select mercantile friends, who regularly met in the 
insurance room at the Merchants* CofJee house, and 
through them the intelligence they contained was diffu- 
sed among ttte citizens, and thus kept alive the spirit of 
opposition, made them acquainted witli the gradual pro- 
gress of hostile movements, and convinced them how 
little was to be expected from the government in respect 
to the alleviation of the oppression and hardships against 
which the colonics had for a long time most humbly, 
earnestly, and eloquently remonstrated . This practice, 
which beg^ previously to the suspension of the inter- 
course between the two countries, he continued during 
the war: and through Hie medium of Friends, on the 
continent, especially in France and Holland, he i-cceircd 
for a time the despatches which had formerly come di- 
rect from England. 

Tlie increasing and clamorous wants of the army, par- 
ticularly for provisions, and tlie alarming letter written 
by the commander in chief to cong^ss on the subject, 
on being communicated to Mr. Morris, induced him to 
propose to raise an immediate fund to purchase supplies, 
by the formation of a paper money bank; and to estab- 
lish confidence in it with the public, he also proposed a 
subscription among the citizens in the form of bonds, 
obliging them to pay, if it should become necessary, in 
ffold and silver, the ammmts annexed to their names, to 
fulfil the engagements of the bank. Mr. Morris headed 
the list with a subscription of 10,000/. ; others followed, 
to the amount of 300,000/. The directors were autho- 
rised to borrow money on the credit of the bank, and to 
grant special notes, bearing interest at six per cent. The 
credit thus g^ven to the bank effected the object intend- 
ed, and the institution was continued until the Bank of 
NOTth America went into operation, in tlie succeeding 
year.* It was probably on this occasion, that he pur- 
chased the four or five tliousand barrels of flour above 
mentioned, on his own credit, for the army, before the 
funds could be collected to pay forit.f 

On the occasion of the important, and as regarded 
,the fate of the Union, the decisive measure of the at- 1 
tack on Comwallis, the energy, perseverance, and finan- 
cial talents of Mr. Mon-is were eminently conspicuous. 

By previous agreement, the Frendi army, under count 
Rochambeau, and the French fleet under De Barras, 
with that expected to arrive under De Grasse from the 
West Indies, were to assist the American army in an at- 
tack upon New York, the strong hold of the British. At 
that time, the American army lay at Philipsburg on York 
island, wairin^jfor the fleet under count dc Grasse, who 
chang^ the destination of his squadron, and entered the 
Chesapeake bay. The communication of this occur- 
rence, by one or other of the two first named command- 
ers, induced an immetliate change of measures, and it 
was determined by General Washington if possible to 
proceed to the south; but the want of means to move 
the anny, was a serious difficulty; and this consideration 
with the disappointment of his long settled plans and ar- 
rangements, and in the breach of a positive engagement 



^ Of ninety-six subscribers who gave tlieir bonds, five 
only are alive, viz. Charles Thompson, Thomas Leipcr, 
Wm. Hall, John Donaldson, and John Mease. For the 
original list, and account of the bank, see the Pennsyl- 
Tania Packet fur June, 1781. 

t Debates on U\e Bank of North America, p. 49. 



on the paK of De Graste, produced an agitation in the 
high minded and honourable chief, which those who- 
witnessed it "can never forget." Most fortunately Mr. 
Morris, and Mr. Peters, t)ie|Stcretary of war, had arrived 
the day before, as a committee from Congress, to assist 
the general in his prepamtions for the attack oa New 
York, and the embarrassmg situation of affairs being laid 
before them, they gave sucli consolation and promises of 
aid, each in his particulai' depailincnt, as to encourage 
his hopes, ajid calm his mind. The utmost secrecy wis 
enjoined on both, and so faithfully observed, that the 
fii-ttt intelligence congress had of tlie movement of the 
army, was the march of the troops, on the third of Sep- 
tember, through Philadelphia. It was not, however, 
until it had passed the city 15 miles, that Mr. M. wis 
relieved from his anxiety respecting his promise to Gen. 
Washington of a competent pecuniary supply.to effect 
the transportation of the ai-my. His object, for this 
end, was the loan of the French military chest, and the 
proposition was made to the French minister Luzerne, 
who refused in the most positive manner to assent. His 
persuasive talents succeeded in part with count Rochaoi- 
beau, and at Chester, whither Mr. Morris, had gone io 
company with General Washington, it was obtained. It 
is probable that the joy naturally felt on meeting at that 
place an express from the marquis Fayette, announcing 
the arrival of count De Grasse in the Chesapeake, with 
an assurance from Mr. Morris that our ai-my could not 
move without funds, hastened the negotiation of this 
fortunate loan. 

In the year 1781, Mr. Morris was appointed by Con- 

fress "superintendant of finance, "an oflice then for the 
rst time established. This appointment mils unanimous. 
Indeed, it is highly probable, that no other man in the 
countrj' woidd have beeft competent to the task of ma- 
naging such great concerns as it involved; for none pos- 
sessed, like himself, tlie happy expedient of raising sup- 
plies, or desei redly enjoyed more of the public confi- 
dence. As the establishment of the office of finance, 
and the appointment of Mr. Morris to fill it, form tn 
epoch in the history- of the United SUtes, and in the Cfe 
of that officer, it merits particular notice. 

It is well known that the want of a sufficient quantity 
of the precious metals in tlie country, for a circulatiig 
medium, and the absolute necessity of some substitute 
to cany on the war, induced congress, fhim time to 
time, to issue paper bills of credit to an immense amount 
For a time, the enthusiastic zeal and public spirit of the 
jTeoplc induced them to receive these bdls as equal t» 
gold and silver; but, as they were not convertible into 
solid cash at will, and no fund was provided for their re- 
demption, depreci.ition followed, as a necessary result, 
and with it the loss of public credit **In the beginning 
of the year 1781, the treasury was more than two mu- 
lions and a half in arrears, and the greater part of the 
debt was of such a nature, that the payment could M)t 
be avoided, nor even delayed: and therefore Dr. JPnak- 
lin, then our minister in France, was under the neoei^ 
of ordering back from Amsterdam monies which had 
been sent thither for the purpose of being shipped to 
America. If he had not taken this step, the bUls of c&> 
change drawn by order of cong^eys must have been pro- 
tested," and a vital stab thereby given to the credit of 
the government in Europe. At home, the greatest pub- 
lic as well as private distress existed; ''public credit bad 
gt)ne to wreck, and the enemy built their most sangukie 
hopes of overcoming us upon thiseircumstance:"^ apd 
"the treaiiur}' was sp much in arrears to the servants Ji»- 
the public offices, that many of them could not, without 
payment, perform their duties, but must have gone tfr 
^aol for debts they had contracted to enable Siem to 
live." To so low an ebb was the public treasury redn- 
ced, that some of the members of the board of wai' de- 
clared to Mr. Morris, they had not the meims of sefidiDg 



* Debates on the renewal of the charter of the Btnk 
of N'jilh America p. 49. 
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an expresg to the army.* The pTcssing distress for pro- 
vision Jimong' the troops at the time, lias already been 
mentioned. The paper bills of credit were sunk so low 
in value, as to require a burthcmsome mass of them to 
pay for an article of clothing*. But tlie face of tilings 
was soon changed. One ot the first good effects per- 
ceived, wastheapprcciationfof the paper money; "this 
was raised from the low state of six for one, to that of 
two for one, and it would have been brought nearly, if 
not entirely to par, had not some measures intervened, 
which, though well meant, were not judicious." The 
plan he adopted was, 'to make all his negotiations by 
seUing bills of exchange for paper money, and after- 
wards payin? it at a smaller rate of depreciation than 
that by which it was received; and at each successive 
operation the rate was lowered, by accepting it on the 
flame terms for new bills of exchange, at which it had 
been previously paid. It was never applied to the pur- 
chase of specific supplies, because it had been checked 
in the progress towai-ds par, and therefore, if it had 
been paid out in any quantity from the treasury, those 
who received it would hare suffered by the consequent 
depreciation. 

A slight reflection will show the arduous nature of the 
duties which he undertook to discharge. 

In old organized governments, where a regular rou- 
tine of the department has been long established, and 
the details, as it were brought to perfection, by gradual 
im^rovcm ent, derived from the experience and talents 
of successive officers, little difficulty is experienced by 
the new incumbent in continuing the customary train of 
operations. Simple honesty, attention to duty, and a 
careful progress in the path previously pointed out, are 
all the requisites; but the state of public affairs, and es- 
pecially in the fiscal departments of the United States at 
the time alluded to, furnished none of these helps. — 
Everything was in the greatest confusion; and a new 
system of accounts was not only required to be devised, 
but the means of supplying the numerous and pres^ng 
wants of the public service to be discovered, and atten- 
tion paid to tliose wants. The task would have appalled 
any common man; but the natural talents of Mr. Mor- 
ris, together with his experience and habits of despatch, 
derived from his extensive commercial concerns for a 
long series of years, -and an uncommon readiness, great 
assiduity and method in business, with decision of cha- 
racter, enabled him to surmount all the difficulties that 
lay in his way. An inspection of an official statement of 
his accounts, will at once sliow the serious nature of the 
multifarious duties attached to the office, and the pres- 
sure of his engagements; but an opportunity of so do- 
ing/ even if wished for, can be had by few. Some idea 
may be formed of them, when it is known, that he was 
required "to examine into the state of the public debts, 
expenditui-esy and revenue; to digest and report plans 
for improving and regulating the finances; and for es- 
tablishmg order and economy in the expenditure of 
public money ." To him was likewise committed the 
disposition, management, and disbui-sement of all the 
loans received frt)m the government of France, and va- 
rious private persons in that country and Holland; the 
sums of money received from the different states; and 
of the public funds for every possible source of expense 
for the support of government, civil, military, and naval; 
the procuring supplies of every description for the army 
and navy; the entire management and direction of the 
public ships of war; the payment of all foreigfn debts; 
and the correspondence wiUi our ministers at European 
courts, on subjects of finance. In short, the whole bur- 
then of the money operations of government was laid 
upon him. No man ever had more numerous concerns 
committed to his charge, and few to a greater amount; 

• Debates on the renewal of the charter of the Bank 
<rf North America, p. 47. 

t This word appears to have been coined during the 
WTolution, and used as the opposite of depndaiion. 



and never did any one more fiiithfidly discharge the va- 
rious complicated trusts with greater despatch, econo- 
my, or credit, than the subject of this sketch. The de- 
tails of his management of the office of finance may be 
seen in the volume which he published in tlie year 1785.* 
It is well worth the inspection of every American. The 
preface, in particular, should be read attentively, as he 
will from it form some idea of the state of public affairs, 
as to money, at the time; of the diflRcultics attending 
the revolutionary struggle on that account,and the means 
by which our independence was secured, or greatly pro- 
moted, and for the enjoyment of which he ought never 
to cease to be tharflnul. 

The establishment of the Bank of North Amerioi 
forms a prominent item in the administration of Mr. 
Morris. The knowledge which he had acquired of the 
principles of banking, and of the advantages resulting to 
a commercial community from a well regulated bank of 
discount and deposit, in enabling merchants to antici- 
pate their funds in cases of exigency, or of occasions of- 
fering well grounded schemes of speculation,! rendered 
a hint on the subject of the importance of a bank to the 
government enough; and he accordingly adopKd it 
with warmth. Such an institution had been previously 
suggested, and as already said, an attempt at one,_ al- 
though with paper money, but backed by the bonds of 
responsible men, had been made the preceding year. 
The greater facilities which one with a specie capital 
promised, in enabling the government to anticipate it« 
revenue, and to increase the quantity of circulating me- 
dium, and promote trade, were forcibly impressed on 
his mind, and induced him to propose it to Congress- In 
May, 1781, he presented his plan, which was approved 
by that body. Subscriptions were opened'shortly after; 
but, in the following November, when the directors 
were elected> ** not two hundred out of s thousand had 
been subscribed, and it was some time af^er the business 
of the bank was fairly commesced, before the sum re- 
ceived upon all the subscriptions amounted to $70,000." 
Mr. Morris, no doubt, became sensible that such a caph* 
tal would go but a little way in aiding him in his finan- 
cial operations for government, and at the same time ac- 
commodate the trading part of the community. He 
therefore subscribed i250,000 of the ^00,000, (which 
remained of the money received from France,) to the 
stock of the bank, on the public account: $450,000 had 
been brought from France, and lodged in the bank» 
and he " had determined, from the moment of its arrival^ 
to subscribe, on behalf of the United States, for those 
shares that remained vacant; but such was the amount 
of the public expenditui-es, that notwithstanding the utp 
most care and caution to keep this money, nearly one 
half of the sum wa*» exhausted before the institution 
could be organized."* It was principally on this fund 
that the operations of the institution were commenced; 
and before the last clay of March, the public obtained a 
loan of $300,000 being the total amount of their th^n ca» 
pital: This loan was shortly afler increased to $400, 000 .f 
Considerable facilities were also obtained by discounting 
the notes of individuals, and thereby anticipating the re- 
ceipts of public money; besides which, the persons who 

• A statement of the accounts of the United States of 
America during the administration of the superintendant 

of finance, commencing February, 1781, ending Nov. > 
1784. 

f Mr. Morris stated, in his speec]\ on the renewal of 
the charter of the Bank of North America, that before 
the American war, he " had laid the foundation of a 
bank, and established a credit in Europe for the pur- 
pose. From the execution of the design, he was pre. 
vented only by the revolution." Debates, p. 37. 

♦ Debates on Bank, p. 48. 

t The sum total brought into the public treasury, 
from the several sUtes, not amounting to $30,000 upon, 
the last day of June. ' 
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^uul eontntcted for furnishing' mtiom to the army were also 
aided by discounts upon the public credit. And in arkli6on 
to all this, the credit and confidence which were rcviv- 
led by means of this institution, formed the basis of the 
system through which the anticipations made within the 
)>ound8 of the United States had, in July, 1783, exceed- 
ed #820,000. If the sums due, (indirectly) for notes of 
individuals discounted, be taken into consideration, the 
total will exceed one million! It may then not only be 
asserted, but demonstrated, tliat without the establish' 
ment of the national bank, the business of the depart* 
ment of finance could not have been performed." 

Besides this great benefit to the [ikblic cause, derired 
from the bank, the state of Pennsylvania, and dty of 
Philadelphia, by loans obtained from it, were greatly ac- 
^mmodated. It enabled the first to provide for the pro- 
tection of the frontiers, then sorely assailed; and to re- 
lieve the officers of the Pennsylvania I'me from their dis- 
treti, occasioned by the failure of the internal revenue, 
which had been mortgaged for payment of interest of 
certificates granted them for military services. It ena- 
bled the merchants to clegr the bay, and even river De- 
laware, of the hostile cruisers (which destroyed the lit- 
tle commerce that was left, and harassed our internal 
trade*) by fitting- out, among other armed vessel.% the 
ship *• Hyder Ally," which, under the command of the 
late galUint Barney, in four days after she sailed, brouglit 
into port the sloop of war General Monk, which the Bri- 
tish, with accurate knowledge of all public movements, 
bad fitted out at New York, with the particular object of 
capturinpf her.* By loans from the bank the city autho- 
rities relieved the pressing wants of the capital, which 
•uflTered in a variety of ways from the exhausted state of 
^ts funds, the necessary consequences of the war. But 
the support of public cre^t, the defence of the state 
and harbour, and relief of the city funds, were not the 
only results from this happy financial expedient of Mr. 
Morris. By accommodations to the citizens it promoted 
internal improvements, gave a spring Vo trade, and 
greatly increased the circulating medium by the issue of 
pilk which, being convertible at will into gold or silver, 
were universally received as equal thereto, and com- 
BMmded the most unbounded confidence. Hundreds 
fivailed thenaselves of the security afforded hy the vaults 
of tlie bank to depoait their cash, which from the im- 
possibility of investing it had long been hid from the 
)ight; and the constant current of deposits in the course 
or trade, authorized the directors to increase their busi- 
ness, and the amount of their issues, to a most unprece- 
4ented extent. The consequence of tl\is was a speedy 
fjid most perceptible change in the state of affairs, both 
public and private. 

In the same year, an additional mark of confidence re- 
posed in the lalenU and integrity of Mr. Morris, was 
jcvinced by the legislature of Pennsylvania, by their ap- 
pointment of him as their agent to purchase the supplies 
demimded of the state for the public service. By the 
nature of the organization of the general government, 
Ae annual necessities of the pubhc funds, provisions, 
and other supplies, were apportioned among the seve- 
ral states, and large demands were made upon Pennsyl- 
vania in 1781. Mr. Morris was appointed to fumfsh 
them, and a particuV resolve of Congress permitted 
him to undertake the trust. The supplies were fur- 
nished in anticipation, before the money was obuincd 
from the state treasury: and while he thus enabled the 
sUte promngy to comply with the demands of Congress, 
he shows, by his account of the transaction, that the plan 
of his operations was more economicaJ than any other, 
which, under the state of thin^ at the time, could have 
been adopted. Those only who are old enou^ to re- 
collect the sUte of parties at the time in Pennsylvania, 
or have made themselves acquainted with them, can du- 
fy appreciate tlie extent of the compliment paid to Mr. 

• For an account of this action see Rejrister. vol T. n. 
J90. ^ ^ 



Morris by his appointment upon the occasion mfcntioB- 
ed. Political feuds,, arising in part trom a differeaee of 
opinion on the subject of the constitution of Peno^Iva- 
nia of 1 776, prevailed to a great extent, and the coniduct 
of the ruling party, who were opposed to any change ia 
that- feeble instrument, was on many occasions marked 
by want of both intelligence and liberality of sentincnt 
Mr. Mon-is was considered the head of what they chiost 
to term the aristocratic party, that is, that portion of ima 
of wealth, great public consideration, si^rior educa- 
tion, and liberal ideas, who ardently WMhad i^ mort 
energetic form of state government than cmild exist 
under a single legislature, and numerous executive 
council; and could the legislature have dispensed with 
his services, or had there been any roan amoiy the 
party in power, capable of fulfilling the trust, it is pro* 
bable that he would not have been appointed to it. Thtt 
man, however, did not exist The manner in which Mr. 
Morris executed it, showed how well he merited the ooo* 
fidence of the legislature, and also a skitfiilness at ma^ 
nagement, which none but himself could have affected.* 

In the year 1786, Mr. Morris served as a repreteata^ 
tive of Philadelphia, in the state legislature. Always 
ready to lend the aid, either of his talents, tim^ or 
purse, when reauired by the cause of his countiy, gr 
state, he yielded to the wishes of his fellow cttizentin 
standing as a candidate, for the express purpose of ex- 
erting his influence in favour of the renewal of the phar- 
ter of the Bank of North America, which had been takoi 
away from that institution b^ the preceding asseokb^. 
The ostensible reasons for this unjust measure, we^ ill 
grounded fears of the evil effects of the bank on socie- 
ty, (and especially the agricultural interest,) its iocom- 
patibility with the safety and welfare of the state; so 
improbable possibility of undue influence from it ontbe 
legislature itself; with other arguments of equal weight 
and truth. But the real cause must be ascribed to the 
continuance of the spirit of the same party which had 
been so violently opposed to Mr. ^orris, and the society 
with which he associated during the whole of the Ame- 
rican war. The debates on the occasion, which excited 
g^eat interest among all classes of society, were aoea- 
i-ately taken down, and published in a pamphlet-t- Mr. 
Morris replied to all the arguments of his opponents 
with a force of reasoning that would have produced 
conviction in the mind of any man, not previously de- 
termined to destroy the bank, if possible, at all baurds, 
l^he question, however, was lost by a majority of 13, 
(28 to 41.) The succeeding legislature restored the 
charter. 

The next public service rendered by Mr. Morris to 
his country, was as a member of the convention that 
formed the federal constitution in the vear 1787. He 
had, as a part of his colleagues, Benjamin Franklin, 
George Clymer, and James Wilson, with whom he as- 
sisted in the councils that led to the memorable and de- 
cisive measures of the year 1776; and now with them 
again united in forming the bond of union, which wis to 
lay the foundation for the future and permanent pros- 
perity of their country. The want of an efficient federal 
government in conducting the war, had been severely 
felt by all those at the head of affairs, either in a civil or 
military capacity, and most particularly by Mr. Morris*' 
while a member of Congress, and aflerwanis, when the 
financial concerns of the Union were exclusively com- 
mitted to him; and the neceswty of it, "one, which 
would draw forth and direct the combined efforts of 
United America," was strongly urged by him in the con- 
/clusion of his masterly preface to the ** Statement of lus 
Finance Accounts," already referred to. 

The confidence of his fellow citizens was again shown, 
in his election as one of the representatives from Pbiia- 

* See statement of bis Finance Accounts befbi« re- 
ferred to. 

t For this mteresting document, we are iadehied to 
Mr.Matl^e^f Carey, as writer and publiab(»r. 
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dclpfaia, in the first Congress that sat at New York, after 
the ratification of the federal compact by the number of 
states required thereby, to establish it as the grand basis 
of the law of the land* 

It adds not a little to the merit of Mr. Morris, that 
notwithstanding his numerous engagements as a public 
snd private character, their magnitude and often per- 
plexing nature, he was enabled to fulfil all the private 
duties which his high standing in society necessarily 
imposed upon him. His house was the seat of elegant 
but unostentatious hospitality, and his domestic anairs 
were managed with the same admirable order which 
had so long, and so proverbially distinguished his count- 
ing house, the office of the secret committee of Congress, 
ai^ that of Finance. An introduction to Mr. Mon^ 
was a matter in course, with all the strangers in good so- 
ciety, who fiw half a century visited Philadelphia, either 
OD commercial, public, or private business, and it is not 
sayinr too much to assert, that durin|f a certain period it 
gKatJy depended upon him to do the honours of the 
i^'^ and certainly no one was more qualified or more 
willing to support them. Although active in the acqui- 
fition of wealth as a merchant, no one more freely parted 
with his gains, for public or private purposes of a merito- 
rious nature, whether these werd tp support the credit of 
the government, to promote objects of humanity, local 
noprovement, the welfare of meritorious individuals in 
societv, or a fiuthful commercial servant. The instances 
in which he shone on all these occasions were numerous. 
Some in reference to the three former particulars, have 
been mentioned, and many acts of disinterested generos- 
ity in respect to the last could easily be related. The 
prime of his life was engaged in discharging the most 
important civil trusts to his country, that could possibly 
fad to the lot of any man; and millions passed through 
his hands as a public officer, without tlie smallest breath 
of insinuation against his correctness or of negligence, 
amidst '* defaulters of unaccounted thousands," or the 
losses sustained by the reprehensible carelessness of na- 
tional agents. 

Prom the foregoing short account we may have some 
idea of the nature and magnitude of the services ren- 
dered by Robert Morris to the United States. It may 
be truly said, that few men acted a more conspicuous 
or useful part; and when we recollect that it was by 
his exertions and talents that the United States were so 
ofien relieved from their difficulties at times of great 
depression and pecuniary distress, an estimate may be 
formed of the weight of obligations due to him fix>m the 
people of the present day. Justly, therefore, may an 
elegant historian of the American War say, ** certainly 
the Americans owed, and aiill ow€, as much acknow- 
Wgcment to the financial operations of Robert Morris, 
as to the negotiations of Benjamin Franklin, or even the 
arms of George Washington. .'• 

After the close of the American war, Mr. Morris was 
among the first in the States who extensively en- 
gaged in the East India and China trade. He died in 
Philadelphia in the year 1806, in the 73d year of his 

• RotU's Hist. Am. War, vol. iii. p. 343. 

REVOLUTIONARY ANECDOTES. 
Afrs. Wright.— 'At the commencement of the revolu- 
tion, Mrs. Wright, a native of Pennsylvania, and dislin- 
goished modeller of likenesses and figures of wax, was 
exhibiting specimens of her skill in London. The king 
of Great Britain, pleased with her talents, gave her li- 
beral encouragement, and finding her a great politician, 
and enthusiastic republican, would often enter into dis- 
cusrion relative to passing occurrences, and endeavour 
to refute her opinions, with regard to the probable issue 
of the war. The frankness with which she delivered 
her sentiments, seemed rather to please than to offitnd 
hkn; -whach was a fortunate circumstance, for when ask- 
ed an opinion', she gave it without restraint, or the least 



regaxd to consequences. I remember to have heard her 
say, that on one occasion, the monarch, irritated by some 
disaster to his troops, where he had prognosticated a 
triumph, exclaimed with warmth, "I wish, Mrs. Wriglit, 
you would tell me how it will be possible to check the 
silly iniatuation of your countrymen, restore them to 
reason, and render them gt>od and obedient subjects." 
«*I consider their submission to your Majesty's govern- 
ment, as now altogether out of the question," replied 
Mrs. Wright **Frienda you may make them, but never 
8ubjeets. For America, befoi*e a king can reien therc» 
must become a wilderness, without other innabitants 
than the beasts of the forest. The opponents of the 
decr^s of your parliament, rather than submit, would 
perish to a man; but if the restoration of peace be se- 
riously the object of your wishes, I am confident that it 
needs but the striking oflTof tkree lieadg to produce it" 
'And whoH are the three heads to be struck oflT, Madam.' 
'O, Lord Norih% and Lord Gtom Gtrmmne'89 beyond 
all question.' 'And whose the uird head?* *0, Sire* 
politeness forbids me to name him. Your Mi^estv could 
never wi^ me to forget myself* and be guilty of an in- 
civility.* 

In her exhibition room, one group of figures particu- 
larly attracted attention; and by all who knew her send- ' 
ments, was believed to be a pointed hint at the results, 
which might follow the wild ambition of the monarch. 
The busts of the King and Queen of Great Britain, 
were placed on a table, apparently intently gazinj^ on a 
head, which a fig]iire, an excellent representation of 
herself, was modelling in its lap. It was the head of the 
unfortunate Charles the Firit 

Captain Zeigkr, of Pennsyhania. — The conclusion 
of the war, though in the highest deg^e acceptable to 
a great majority of the citizens of the United States, 
proved far otherwise to the soldiers of fortune, who 
sought not only reputation, but suppOTt, by their 
swords. 

I remember full well, that when the army was reviewed 
for the last time on James' Island, and a/eu dejoie fired 
to celebrate the return of Peace, that Captain Zeig^er, 
of the Pennsylvania Line, after saluting Gen. Greene, 
sig^ficantly shrug^ng up his shoulders, and dropping> 
the point of his sword, gave vent to an agony of tears. 
The review ended; on being ciuestioned as to the cause 
of his emotion, he feelingly ^d — "Although I am happy 
in the thought, that my fellow soldiers may now seel 
their homes, to enjoy the reward of their toils, and all 
the delights of domestic felicity, I cannot but remem- 
ber, that I am left on the busy scene of life, a wanderer, 
without friends, and without employment; and that, a 
soldier fh>m infiincy, I am now in the decline of 1^ 
compelled to seek a precarious subsistence in some new 
channel, where ignorance and inability may mar my for* 
tunes, and condemn me to perpetual obscurity." Ifaave 
given the purport of his speech in plain lan^age—it 
certainly was not his usual style of speaking; in which, 
the mixture of German and Cngfish words, formed a 
dialect not easily to be comprehended . 

An excellent and intrepid soldier, he was particularly 
proud of the discipline and military appearance of the 
company he commanded. On one occasion, while con- 
ducting a number of prisoners to a British out-post, ad- 
dressing himself to his men, whom he was ambitious to 
show to the best advantage he said, assuming an erect 
posture, and an air of great dignity, <*Gentlemens, you 
are now to meet with civility the enemy of your coun- 
try, and you must make deiti regard you with profound 
and respectful admiration. Be please, den, to look 
grealr-to l6ok gracefuI-Ao look like de Deml~-to look 
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Garden* s Rev. Jbue. 



Iron Works in Jmutrong Counti/.^^Tht following in- 
I fbnnation, in reply to the queries respecting Iron, made 
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In the Register, some time since, U furnished by the Kit- 
tanning Gazette of the 4th intt. 

Bear-Creek Famace, owned by H. Baldwin. 

Allegheny do A.M'Nickle. 

Rock do J. W.Biddle. 

The first named is situated on Bear creek, in the N. 
^.corner of the county; it is said to be the lar^st m 
the United States, and while in blast made as high as 
40 tons of metal per week sometimes. It has not been 
in blast for a considerable time. 

The second is situated on the west side of the Alle- 
eheny river, two miles above Kittanning. It went into 
operation in the summer of 1827, and has sine* been 
doing a good business— making about 14 tons of pig 

metal weekly. .,,.,_.•. • j i 

The third is situated near the Kiskimmetas nver and 
Pennsylvania Canal— has been in operation near two 
years—does well— making about 15 tons weekly— has 
made as high as 20. ^ . .u- *. 

These are all the furnaces yet erected m this county; 
t>ut the hills are filled with ore, and many more might, 
and no doubt will be erected. There are no forges in 
^ic county: the pigs are taken down the river to Pitts- 
burg, where they meet with a ready sale. 

ELECTION OF MAYOR. 

On the 21st instant, the CouncUs met for the purpose 
©f ejecting a Mayor for the ensuing year— the candidates 
were Joseph Watson, esq. late Mayor and George M. 
Dallas, esq. The following was the sUte of the votes. 

8ekd Coundl For G. M. Dallas, Richards, Kittcrt, 
Worrell, NeflT, Toland. 

For JosEPHWATBoif , Scott, Garrett, Hale, Maier,Read, 
Thomson. 

Common CotmdL ForG.M. Dallas, Baker, Burden, 
BUden, Cook, Coryell, Cave, Gra^; Hertaogg, Horner, 
Johnson. Linnard, Maitland, Moss, Oldenburg, O'Neill, 
Page, Scott, Snytler, Wainwright. 

Dalla»24, Watson 6. Total 30. 

The Mayor elect having been apprised of his election 
by a committee appointed for the purpose, attended and 
took the pnescribed oath. 

The following is a list of ali the Matobs & RscoBDsms 
from the first incorporation of the city. 



Mayors. 

J^g^^ Edward Shippen. 

1703— Anthony Morris. 
1704 — Grifl&th Jones. 
1705— Joseph Wilcocks. 
1706— Nathan Stanbury. 

1708— \ Thomas Masters. 
1709— Richard HilL 
1710— William Carter. 
1711— Samuel Prt-ston. 
1712— Jonathan Dickenson. 
1713 — George Roch. 

iri5>l^chwd ^'^^^ 

17163 

1717 ? jonathanDickcnson. 

17185 

17191 

1720 > William Fishbburoe. 

1721 5 

1722— James Logan. 

1723— Clement Plumsted. 

1^24— Isaac Norris. 

1723— William Hudson. 



Recordert, 
17017 

1702 J. Thomas Story, 
17033 
17045 

1705 S David Lloyd. 
17063 
1707-8-k 
1708 
1709 
1710 
1711 
1712 
1713 
1714 
1715 
1716 
1717 
1718 
1719 
1720 
i721 
1722 
1723 
1724 
1725 



^'Robert Asheton. 



l726-7Charles Read. 
1728 \ ThomaaLawrcnce, 
j^^ThomaaGriffitts. 

[^^2} Samuel Hassel. 

733— Thomas Griffitts. 
734— Thomas Lawrence. 
735— William Allen. 
736— Clement Plumsted. 
1737__Thomas Griffitts. 
738 — Anthony Morris. 
739 — Edward Roberts, 
740— Samuel Hassel. 
.741— Clement Plumsted. 
[742— William TiU. 
743— Benja. Shoemaker. 
744— Edward Shippen. 
745 — James Hamilton. 

[^]*^^ William Atwood. 

1 748— Charles Willing. 
749— Thomas Lawrence. 
750— WilBam Plumsted. 
[751— Robert StrcttelL 
752 — ^Benja. Shoemaker. 
753-4Thomas Lawrence. 
754-5Charle8 WUling. 
755— >yilUam Plumsted. 

j^^^AtwQc^Shute. 

758 — Thomas Lawrence. 
.759 — John Stamper. 
[760 — Benja. ShoemAker. 
761 — Jacob Duche. 
762 — Henry Harrison. 
763— Thomas Willing, 
764 — Thomas LAwrence. 
1765 



.766 
767; 



^ John Lawrence. 
> Isaac Jones. 



»^WiUiam hXkm- 



^►Alex'rWncocka. 



1768^ 

I^^Q \ Samuel Shoemaker. 

:^^^^ John Gibson. 

.773— William Fisher. 
[774.^amu«l Rhoads. 
1775— Samuel Powell.* 
789— Samuel Powel. 
790— Samuel Miles. 
791— John Barclay. 
1792-j 

1^^ LMatthewClarkson. 

795J 

[^^1 Hilary Baker. 

j^ I Robert Wharton. 

800— John Inskeep. 
i80n 

^^3 VMatthew Lawler. 

8O4J 

805 — ^John Inskeep. 

^^ Robert Wharton. 

^ I John Barker. 

1810— Robert Wharton. 
18II— Michael Keppele. 

812-->lohn Barker. 1812 1 

813— John Geyer. 1813J 

•In the year 1776, the corporation was dissolrad 
ii) consequence of the revolution, and the 'city remainw 
unincorporated until 17^. 



i726-^ 
,727 
L728 
729 
730 
731 
.732 

7Z^ >-AndrewHaimhoii. 
,734 
735 
.736 
L737 
i738 
739 
740^ 
7411 
L742 
743 
744 
745 
746 
747 
748 
[749j 
[750 
[751 

752 >-Tench Fn»cia 
753 

754-5J 
1755^ 
756 
757 
758 
759 
[760 
761 
,762 
763 
764 
L765 VBenjamin Chew, 

767 
768 
1769 
770 
771 
772 
.773 
1774 
775^ 
789 
.790 
791 
1792 
,793 
794 
795 
1796 
797 
798 
[799 
800-1, 

.801-2— Alex'r 
802 
803 
804 
805 
806 
807-8. 



J. DaOtf. 



>-Mo8es Levy: 



Ig^jO^Mah'nDiqkwW 

1810^ 

^^\ Woscph Reed. 
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1814^ 

1815 1 

1816 ^Robert WhwtoB. 
1817 

1818J 

1819— Jtroes N. Barker. 

1820 S 

1822 ^Robert Wharton. 

I823-4J 

1824 1 

1826 ^Joseph Watson. 

1827-8J 

182&~George M. Dallas. 



1814^ 

1815 

1816 

1817 

1818 

1819 

1820 

1821 

1822 

1823 

1824 

1825 

1826 

1827 

1828J 



>*Jcseph Reed. 
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Those marked thus (*) arc elected. 
The 9 first named are Jackson men. 
The 4 last named are adraininistration. 



DELAWARE COUNTY— OFFICIAL. 



Administration. 
Anderson 
Hiester 
Haines 

Kerlin 

Edward Hunter. 



CeiTGRSSS. 

1319 I Buchanan 
1287 Evans 
1300 ! Leiper 

Ses;ator. 
1291 I Brinton 

Assembly. 
1268 1 



Jackson. 



989 
981 
976 

977 



CHESTEft 

Jackaon. 
James Buchanan 
Joshua Evans 
George G. Leiper 

Thos. H. Brinton 

John Morgan 
Isaac Trimble 
Joseph Sharpe 
Dr. B. Griffith 

OKver Allison 



COUNTY— OFFICIAL. 
Cosoasss. 

Jdministraiion' 
3813 Wm. Heister 
3783 Townsend Haines 
3735 Saml. Anderson 

SSITATI. ' 

3739 I John Kerlin 

ASSSXBLT. 



3800 Robert Minor 
3818 Dr» J. Maclean 
3764 Jesse James 
3762 Wm. Williamson 

Sheriff. 
3911 I Abm. Beilla " 



LANCASTER COUNTY— OFFICIAL. 

CONGRESS.. 

AdmxnUtration, 
5203 William Hiester 
5169 Townsend Haines 
5148 Samuel Anderson 

SENATOR. 
5112 I JohnRohrer 

ASSEMBLY. 



Jackson. 

James Buchanan 
Joshua Evans 
George G. Leiper 

Samuel Houston 

Hen^ Haines 
Jeihn Forry,Jr. 
Befg. Champneys 
Natlianl. F.Lightne 
Henry Hostetter 
4aiDes A. Caldwell 



5160 
5020 
5073 
r 5063 
5076 
5111 



Henjy Haldemon 
Geori^e C. Lloyd 
John C. Lefevre 
Thomas C. Collins 
Samuel Shirk 
William Noble 



3767 
3804 
379J 

3818 

3794 
3867 
3787 
3787 

6681 



3904 
3909 
3915 

3837 

3<)90 
3914 
3987 
3990 
3894 
3968 
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BERKS COUNTY-OFFICIAL. 



ConcRxss. 



Jackson. 
Henry Muhlenburg' 
Joseph Fry, Jr. 

Daniel A. Bertolet 
Jacob Krebs 

Thomas J. Rehrcr 
Paul Gei^er 
Georgfe Kline 
John SUuffer 
Philip A. Good 



2429 
2837 



Adorns. 
Henry King 
I Wiliam Addams 



SENATE. 

2857 I Geo. U. Odenheimer 
3132 I WilKam Audenreid 
ASSEMBLY. 



2555 
2451 
2479 
2G27 
2346 



Jacob Kercher 
Jonathan Haas 
Jacob Marshall 
John Zie.ner 
John Hughes 



1665 
1853 

1941 
2017 

2464 
1992 
1982 
2029 
1997 



Extract of a Utter tothe Editora, dated Damilk, Oeteber 
17, 1828. 
I herewith send you the official retuma of the election 
in Columbia county, the election was governed pret- 
ty much by the presidential politics of the voters. 
CONGRESS. 



A. Marr 
J. Forf 
Pi Stevens 

J. Drumheller 

John M*Reynolds 
John Robinson 



1513 J. Murray 543 

1488 G. M. HoUenback 440 

1481 C. Alford 507 
SENATE. 

1459 I N. Beach 510 
ASSEMBLY. 

1613 i Christian Brobst 558 

1552 Jesse Bowman 489 



Jackson, 

D. H. Huling 
John Scott 

J. Milliken 
^. Jackson 

t. Banks 
J< Patterson 
John Cummin 
Wm. Ramsey 



MIFFLIN COUNTY— OFFICIAL. 



Adams. 



coxomsss. 

803 I W. P. Maclaj 
781 I 

SENATE. 
990 I William Steel 
10161 
ASSEMBLY. 



1239 
877 
872 
469 



William Cummin 



561 



150 



405 



Jackson. 
T. H. Crawford 
Wm. liamsay 

Ezra filythe 



ADAMS COUNTY— OFFICIAL. 



coxoREss. Adams. 

982 I G. Chambers 1355 

969 I James Wilson 1340 

ASSEMBLY. 

1027 I James M'Sherry 1444 

I Thos. Stephen 1321 



FRANKLIN COUNTY— OFFICIAL. 



Jackson. 
T. H. Crawford 
IVra. Ramsay 

Ludwick Heck 
Wm. Boals 
John Cox 



CONGRESS. 



2368 I G. Chambers 
2315 I James Wilsoti 
ASSEMBLY. 



Administration. 



2338 
3218 
2292 



Philip Berlin 
Ben^. Reynolds 
Daniel Roycr 



2165 
2140 

2148 

2183 
2153 



CUMBERLAND CdUNTY— OFFICIAL. 



Wm. Ramsay 
T. H.Chkwford 

Wm. Alexander 
Peter Lobiech; 



Innis Green 

Jotm Roberta 
William Laumny 



COiroRBSS. 

2323 I James Wilson 1041 

2367 I George Chambera 1006 
ASSEMBLY. 

2507 I John Davis 1202 

1999 I Lewis Zearif^ 747 

0AUPHIN COUNTY. 

COlfOHSSS. 

1695 I V. Hummel 1000 
ASSEMBLY. 

1782 I John S. W«isUni^ 953 

1669 I David Ftrgu8d» 971 



Innis Green 

WoMersberger 
Shindle 



LEBANON COUNTY. 

COJFOUXSS. 

1354 I V. Hummel 
ASSEMBLY. 
1357 I Harper 
1324 I MitchcU 

LAW CASE. 



821 

1039 
815 



Margaret S. McAlpm,^ 

vs. > Common Pleas, Oct 22; 

James Arrott. j 

This was an action, brought in the name ef the 
plaintiflT, for the recovery of $47 50, the amount paid 
the defendant for a bil! of exchange, purchased by lur 
father on March 29th, \Zi7, for 10 pounds sterling on 
C. Arrott & COi in Glasgow; all interests in the suit in 
question being assigned to his daughter. Mr. James 
McAlpin, as a witness stated that he purchased the bill 
in order to remit it to a widowed sister in Scotl^d, (br 
whose use he had indorsed it; that he puichaaed bills 
of Mr. Arrott previously, aH of which had been duly ho- 
noured; that the bill had been sent on, but that pre- 
vious to its arri^d, he had advices of the decease of ha 
sister, and that the biH had therefore never been pre- 
sented^ nnce which time nothing had been heard of it, 
and it was supposed to be lost or destroyed; that he bsd 
made frequent applications to Mr. A< fora setdcmeotof 
tlie business in question, stating the circumstances of hii 
sister's death, and that he had received a letter from bis 
nephew, the son of the deceased, stating that on^thst 
account.the bill had not been presented; that Mr. Ar- 
rott refused, alleging the absence of the first of ex- 
change, as a reason; that he (McAlpin) offered him the 
second, with an indemnification, if the first should have 
been paid, and proposed leaving it to arbitration, all of 
which was of no avail. The business lay over till the 
year 1821, when Mr. Arrott took passae^e for Scotlaiu^ 
and on his return told lum (McAlpin) that he had seen 
his brother of the house of Arrott & Co. in Ghugow, 
and ** was satisfied, and would settle with himi" that 
Mr. Arrott never pretended that the bill had been paid 
by his brother. 

The defendant's coims^rl in opening, made sevti^ 
technical objections to the legality of the suit; that Mr. 
McAlpin had conveyed all bis interest in the bill, by his 
first endorsement, to his sister, and therefore could not 
recover but as an administrator — ^that his client would be 
hereafter liable, should one appear with the bHI — that 
the daughter Being married could not sustain the suit iir 
her own name, &c. 

The Prcmdent, Judge King, (after the arguments of 
the diflerent counsel^) proceeded to charge the jury, in 
which he sustained some part of the objectiois of the 
defendant's counsel? but conmdered it an action of sk 
sumpsit, and put it to tl^em on its merits, and their belief 
and understanding of the declaration of the defendant, 
made to the plaintiff on his return from Scotland in 1821. 

tlie jury shortly returned a verdi6t for plaintiff' of 
^7 98 cents, bdng the original amount, with seven 
years interest. 

W. L. Hirst and J. Ran^l, Esqrs. for plaintiff. — ' 
Chester, Esq. for defendant. ^ 

Aurora & Perm, Gai. 
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■' ■ STAMP ACT TIMES. 

"We copy from " Prior Documents," the following psi- 
SL , pen relating to the Stamp Act in 1765. They are pab- 
^ liahed not with a view to revive the feeHngs, but to ex- 
hibit the spirit of that time, and as being intimately con- 
nected with the revolutionaiy history of the state) to 
which, in the course of this work, the attention of the 
reader will be frequently Erected. The sketch' of his- 
tory, which precedes these documents, appears suffi- 
ciently full and connected without further additions. 

** The dispute between Great Britain and America 

• commenced in the year 1764, with an attempt to pre- 
vent smuggling. There are some persons who appre- 

' hend the seeds of it were sown much earlier. 

In 1764, the British ministry having come to a reso- 
lution, to^prevent, as much as possible, the practice of 
smuggling, not only the commanders of the armed cut- 
ters stationed on the British coast, but of the ships sent 
to America, were ordered to act in the capacity of reve- 

• nue officers, to take the usual custom-house oaths, and 
observe the custom-house regulations; by which that en- 
terprising spirit of theirs, which had been lately, with 
great success, exerted against the common enemy, was 
now directed and encouraged agiunst the subject Trade 
was injiu^d by this measure. The gentlemen of the 
navy were not acquainted with custom-house laws, and 
therefore many illegal seizures were made: The sub- 
ject in America could get no redress but from England, 
which was tedious and difficult to obtain. 

A trade had for many years been carried on between 
the British and Spanisli colonies, consisting of the manu- 
factures of Great Britain, imported by the British colo- 
nics for their own consumption, and bought with their 
own produce; for which they were paid by the Spa- 
niards in gold and silver, sometimes in bullion and some- 
times in coin, and with cochineal, &c. occasionally. 
This trade was not literally and strictly according to 
law, yet the advantage of it being obviously on the side 
of Great Britain and ner colonies, it had been connived 
at. But the armed ships, under the new regulations, 
seized the vessels; and this beneficial traffic was sudden- 
ly almost destroyed. Another trade had been carried 
on between the North American colonies and the French 
West India islands, to the great advantage of 'both, as 
well as to the mother country. These matters had been 
winked at many years, in consnderation of the quantity 
of manufactures our North American colonies were 
thereby enabled to take from us. This advantageous 
coCTMnerce not only prevented the British colonies being 
drained of their current specie by the calls of the mo- 
ther country, but added to their common circulation of 
cash; which increased in proportion with the trade. But 
this trade being also cut off by the cruisers, all America 
became uneasy. 

On the 10th of March 1764, the House of Commons 
agr^d to a number of resolutions respecting the Ame- 
rican trade; upon a number of which, a bill was brought 
in, and paned into a law, Uying heavy duties on the ar- 
ticles imported into the colonies from the French, and 
other islands in the West Indies, and ordering those du- 
VoL. II, 33 



ties to be paid, in specie, into the exchequer of Great 
Britain. As to the Spanish trade, the court of Madrid 
had always been against it; and in compUusance to that 
coiirt, as well as in compliance to the old law, and trea* 
ties with Spun, it continued to be prevented as much 
as possible. 

The Americans complained much of this new lawi 
and of the unexampled hardship, of first being deprived 
of obtaining specie, and next being ordered to pay 
the new duties in specie, into the treasury at London| 
which, they said, must speedily drain them of all the 
specie they had. ' But what seemed more particuUrly 
hard upon them, was a bill brought in the same session, 
and passed into a law, * To restrain the currency of pa* 
per money in the colonies.' 

At the same tim6, (March 10, 1764) the Hodse of 
Commons resolved, that it was propev to charge certMn 
stamp duties in the colonies and plantations. 

In the spring of 1765, the American agents in London 
were informed by administration, That if the colonies 
would propose any other mode of raising the sum in- 
tended to be raised by stamp duties, their pro]>osal 
would be accepted, and the stam|> duty laid sffide. The 
agents said they were not authorized to give any an- 
swer, but that tiiey were ordered to oppose the bill 
when it should be brought into the house, by petitions 
Questioning the right claimed by parliament of taxing 
the colonies. 

The bill laying a stamp duty in America, passed in 
March 1765. 

The Stamp Act was printed and cried about tha 
streets at New York, by the title of The FoUy ofEng" 
land and Ruin of America, On the 14th of April, the 
guns at Philadelphia, were discovered to be all spiked 
up, and on looking at those of the barracks, they were 
found to be served in the same manner, to the great 
surprise and uneasiness of the inhabitants. 

About the beginning of August the colonists begrn 
seriously to Uiink of the steps they were to take. A 
Genera] Congress of representatives of all the colonies, 
was agreed on, to meet at New York. 

On the 10th of September, the assembly of Philadel' 
phia, having appointed a committee to. attend at the Ge- 
neral Congress at New York, a letter from the speaker 
of the Massachusetts assembly was read, and the house 
came to the following resolutions on the questions: 

First, Whether the house are of opinion, that, in duty 
to their constituents, they ought to remonstrate to the 
crown against the stamp act, and other late acts of par- 
liament, by which heavy buxtlens have been had on the 
colonies. 

Resolved in the affirmative. 

Secondly, ^Whether this house will appoint a commit- 
tee of three or more of their members, to attend the 
congress proposed in the foregoing letter, to be held at 
New York on the first of October next, for the purposes 
therein mentioned. 

Resolved in the affirmative. 

In Philadelphia, the house of assen^bly met on the 
21st of September, and came to the following resolu- 
tions: 

The house taking into consideration, that an act of 
parliament has lately passed in England, for impofiag 
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certain stamp duties, and other duties on h's Majesty's 
Bubiects in America, whereby they conceive some of 
their most essential and valuable rights^ as British sub- 
jects, to be deeply affected, think it a duty they owe to 
themselves and their posterity, to come to the following 
resolutions; vii. 

Resolved, N. C. D. That the assemblies of this pro- 
vince have, from time to time, whenever requisitions 
have been made by his Majesty, for carrying on military 
operations for the defence of America, most cheerfully 
and liberally contributed their full proportion of men 
and /honey for those services. ^ 

Resolved, N. C. D. That whenever his Majesty's ser- 
vice shall, for the future, reauire the aids of the inhabi- 
tants of this province, and they shall be called upon for 
that purpose, in a comtitutional way, it will be their in- 
dispensable duty most cheerfully and liberally to grant 
to his Majesty their proportion of men and money, for 
tlie defence, security, and other public services of the 
British North American Colonies. 

Resolved, N. C D. That the inhabitants of this pro- 
vince are entitled to all the rights and privileges of his 
Majesty's subjects in Great Britain, or elewhere? and 
that the constitution of government in this province is 
founded on the natural rights of mankind, and the noble 
princiiJles of English liberty, and therefore is, or oug^t 
to be, perfectly free. 

Resolved, N. C. D. That it is the inherent birth- 
right, and indubitable privileges of every British sub- 
ject, to be taxed only by his own consent, or that of his 
leg^l representatives, in conjunction with his Majesty, 
or his substitutes. 

Resolved, N. C. D. That the only legal representa- 
tives of the inhabitants of this province, are the persons 
they annually elect to serve as members of assembly. 

Resolved therefore, N. C. D. That the taxation of the 
people of this province, by any other persons wliatso- 
ever that) such their representatives in assembly, is un- 
constiiuitbnalf and subversive of their most valuable 
rights. 

Resolved, N.C. D. That the laying taxes upon the m- 
habitants of this province in any other manner, being 
manifestly subversive of public liberty, must of necessary 
consequence, be utterly destructive of public happiness 
Resolved, N. C. D. That the vesting an authority in 
the courts of admiralty to decide in suits relating to the 
stamp duties, and other matters, foreign to then- proper 
jurisdiction, is highly dangerous to the liberties of his 
Majesty's American subjects, contrary to Magna Charta, 
the great charter and fountain of English liberty, and 
destructive of one of th^ir most darling and a^knotokdged 
rights^ that of triai» by Juries, 

Resolved, N. C. D. Xhat it is the opinion of this house 
that the restraints imposed by seversi acts of parliament 
on the trade of this province, at a time when the f^ople 
lubour under an enormous load of debt, must of necesn- 
ty be attended with the most fataJ consequences, not 
only to this province, but to the trade of the mother 
country. 

Resolved, N. C. D : That this house think it their du- 
ty thus firmly to assert, with modesty and decency, their 
inherent rights, tliat theur posterity may learn and know, 
that it was not with their consentand acquiescence, that 
any^ taxes should be levied on them by any persons but 
their own representatives; and are desirous that these 
their resolves sdiould remuin on their minutes, as a testi- 
mony of the zeal and ardent desire of the present house 
of assembly to preserve their inestimable rights, which, 
as Englishmen, they liave possessed ever since this pro- 
vince was settled, and* to transmit them to their latest 
posterity." 

On the 5th of October the stamps arrived at Vhiladel- 
phia, the ship which brought them having laid some time 
at Newcastle upon Delaware, under protection of a roan 
of war. When the ships first appeared POund Gloucts- 
t«r point, all the vessels in the bai-buur hoisted their co- 
lours half-staff high, the bells were muffltcfj and conti- 



nued to toll until evening, and every countenance added 
to the appearance of rfncere mourning. At four ift the 
afternoon, several thousands of citizens met at the Stste 
House to consiUt on proper measures to prevent the ex- 
ecution of the stamp act. It was agreed to send a depu- 
tation of seven persons to Mr. Hughes, the sti^mp-roas- 
ter for that province, (who was then sick in bed) to re- 
quest he would resign his office. He readily declared, 
that no act of his should awist the carrying of that Uw 
into execution, till it was generally complied with ii tlie 
other colonies, but refused to sign any rcsf^tion. 
When this report was made by the deputies to the State 
House, the citizens were ennvged to tliat degree, tliat it 
is hard to say to what lengths their fury would have car- 
ried them, had not thc-deputies represented Mr. Hughes 
as at the point of death; this moved tlieir compassion, 
and tliey agreed to make their demand in writing, and 
give Mr. Hughes till the Monday following to make a 
reply. And on Monday the deputies read tlie foDowing 
answer aloud to all the multitude assembled: 

Fhiladelphia^ Monday morning, 
Ociolier, r, 1765. 

«« Whereas about six o'clock, on Saturday ercning 
last, a paper was sent to me, expressing, that ' a great 
number of the citizens of Philadelphia, assembled at the 
State House, to demand of Mr. John Hughes, distributor 
of stamps for Pennsylvania, that he will give them assur- 
ance, under his hand, that he will not execute that office; 
and expect that he will give them a fair, candid, and di- 
rect answer, by Monday next at ten o'clock, when be 
will be waited on for that purpos^." Saturday, October 
5, 1765.' 

** I do therefore return for answer to those gentlemen' 
and all their associates, that I have not hitherto taken 
any step tending to put the late act of parliament into 
execntion in this province; and that 1 will not, either by 
myself or ray deputies, do any act or thing that shall 
have the least tendency to put ther said act into execu- 
tion in this province, until the said act shall be pot into 
execution generally in the neighbouring colonies, ami 
this I am determined to abide by. 

** And whereas my commission includes the tl»rcc 
counties of New-Casllc, Kent, and Sussex, upon Dela- 
ware; I do, therefore, hereby voluntarily inform the 
good people of those counties, that no act of mine shalf, 
either directly or indirectly, involve tliem in any difficul- 
ties with respect to the said stamp act, before the same 
shall take place generally in the neiglibouring colonics. 

lOHN HUGHES.'" 

PldladelpMa, Od, 12,1765. 

Gentlemen — Having been confined to my bed twen* 
ty-five days past, witli a violent disorder that was ex- 
pected would have proved mortal, but thank God un 
now able to set up m bed, I shall attempt to give you a 
sketch of not only my own conduct, but also that of the 
presbyterians and proprietary party here, relative to the 
stamp office. 

In May last I received" information by a letter from 
Doctor Franklin, that he had recommended me for chief 
distributor of the stamps in this province, and thus the 
matter rested, until some gentlemen to the eastward re- 
ceived their commissions, whereupon mobs arose in se- 
veral of the eastern provinces, and the officers were 
obliged to resign; but as a prelude to the destruction 
and disorder made by those mobs, the printers in each 
colony, almost without exception, stuffed their papers 
weekly, for some lime before, with the most inflamma- 
tory pieces they could procure, and excluded every 
thing that tended to cool the minds of the people; these 
measures they pursued, until the presbyterians in parti- 
cular, in every colony, began to threaten the stamp offi- 
cers; and those gentry in this province, about the begin- 
ning of September, began to be very noisy, and some of 
them said, 1 ought to resign; I gave them for answer, 
I had as }'et no commissiciv therefore could not resign 
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whftt I had not. However^ about the middle of Septem- 
beiv it was reported that the stamps would arrive in cap- 
tain Friend, who was then expected, and these riotous 
gentry began to threaten they would destroy the stamps 
as soon as they arrivedf I therefore being desirous, or as 
far as in me lay, to preserve the stamps, ^Tote on the 
17th the letter (No. I. ) to his honour the governor, but 
received no answer, and as the stamps did not arrive in 
captain Friend, matters rested until October the 2d, 
when I received the paper, (No. II. ) being a note from 
Captain William Dovel, a tool of the party, and there- 
fore I wrote my answer (No. III.) to Mr. Dickeson, the 
owner of the ship, and on the next day wrote my letter 
(No. IV.) to his honour the governor, but received no 
answer, and here matters rested until Saturday the 5th 
of October, when I received information, that the ship 
with the stamps was come up to the town that day, and 
that a mob would be collected, by beating muffled 
drums through the street, and ringing the state-house 
and church bells muffled, which was accordingly done 
all the afternoon, but at two o'clock the post arrived 
with the mail and packet, and, among other things, my 
commission; this tlie party ventured to allege, because 
there was a larjpe packet for me; accordingly the mob 
collected, chiefly presbyterlans and proprietary emissa- 
nes^ with the Chief Justice's (Mr. William Allen) son at 
their head, animating and encouraging the lower class. 
About three o'clock the following persons, viz. James 
Tilghroan, Esq. attorney at law, Messieui-s Robert Mor- 
ris, Charles Thompson, Archibald M*CaIl, John Cox, 
William Richards, merchants, and Mr. William Brad- 
ford, printer, came to me on a deputation from a great 
number collected at the state-house, to request my resijf- 
nation. I answered, it is true, I now have my commis- 
s.on, but as two gentlemen are bound for my perform- 
ance, in the sura of j£5000, I could not resi^ unless in- 
demnify my bail. Altercation on this subject took up 
near an hour, (low as I was) and at last tlicy said, all that 
was expected of me, was, that I would not put the act in 
execution in the province, until his majesty's further 
pleasui'e was known, or until the act should be put in 
execution in the neighbouring colonies; to this 1 thought 
proper to signify some disposition to comply, because I 
nad many informations by my friends, tliat the mob in- 
tended to proceed to the last exti*emities, if 1 did not re- 
sign; upon this the deputation withdrew to consult their 
associates, and at six o'clock 1 received the paper, (No. 
V.) being a peremptory demand; then the matter rest- 
ed until Sunday mommg, when having recovered my 
spirits a little from the fatigue of that long altercation 
aforesaid, J looked ovef the paper, and found it more po- 
sitive than what had been mentioned the day before, and 
thefefore sent fjr Mr. Charles Thompson, one of the de- 
putation, and asked him if they were sincere the day 
before, or whether they came to wiredraw what they 
would first, and then foree the rest, because, I observed, 
the paper sent me did not agree u ith the proposition 
made to me; he said he was sincere* and could only an- 
swer for hinuielf; I replied, well, gentlemen, you ^ust 
look to yourselves, fbr tliis is a high affair; be made an- 
swer« thus I do not know, but hope it will not be deem- 
^ rebellion. Indeed, sir, I know no other name fbr it. 
Well, says he* 1 know not how it may end, for we have 
not yet determined, whether we will ever suffer the act 
to take place here or not, and took his leave. On Mon- 
day rooming, at ten o'clock, the whole deputation came, 
and I offered theih the pap<)r (No. VI.) and after some 
consultation, among themselves, they objected to their 
names being inserted. I said, why sure, gentlemen, you 
have not done a thing you are ashamed to own; not in 
the least, thepr said, but there was no necessity for their 
names being inserted, nor would thev receive that resig- 
nation; whereupon, 1 said to Mr. TiJghman, come, sir, 
take the pen and please yourself, for 1 see you are de- 
termined to be arbitrary; lie then took the pen, and 
formed the paper (No. VII.) and when it was transcrib- 
ing, I asked them what they intended to dQ with the 



stamps, as they assumed the supreme power in the pro- 
vince; they then looked at one another for awhile, and 
seemed somewhat confused; but, at last, Mr. Tilghman 
replied, we did not come here prepared to speak to that 
head; then another replied, let Mr. Hughes take care of 
them. I answered. Gentlemen, that cannot be, as you 
have now fixed matters; for were I to take tlie stamps 
into my care, I should have your party come about my 
house, and pull it down, and destroy both me and them. 
Well, says another, let tlie governor take care of them; 
another then says, perhaps the governor will call upon 
Mr. Hughes to put the act in execution, and when he 
declines, the governor perhaps will appoint an. officer, 
and tlie act may take place. .Here a general pause en- 
sued, but at last one and all cried out, let us see wlio 
will dare put the act in execution; upon the governor's 
appointment we will take care of that; by this time the 
paper (No. VII.) was transcribed, and. after I had sign- 
ed it, they went away to proclaim it to their friends, arid 
the 'next day I wrote the letter (No. VIII.) to the 
governor, and received the under-written verbal answer 
by my son. 

" My health, at this time, will not permit me to be 
more expeditions on this veiy extraordinary transaction; 
what I liave said, is suiHcientto inform you, gentlemen, 
and the lonls commissionei's, that unless my hands are 
streng^iened, it will never be in my power to put tlie 
act in execution. 

•* Pcrl.aps their lortlshlps, and you, gentlemen, may 
expect that the governor will exert himself on the occa- 
sion, and strengthen my hands; but this will not happen, 
for on the day that the mob were collecting, and afler - 
the drums begaji to beat, I am infoi-med his honour left 
the city, and probably after the attorney-general, who 
is recorder of the city, left it also; whetlier the mayor 
and chief justice are now in the city 1 cannot say, but 
this is certain, that no one magistrate or public officer 
appeared abroad the whole day, to discourage the mob, 
or give the least aid or protection. All, therefore, lliat 
I shall add on this headf, is, iliat if ever my hands are 
strengthened, so as it will be in my power to do my du- 
ty, as chief distributor of the stamps, I shall not fiiil to 
comply with the duties of my office in the strictest man- 
ner, and, then I hope will sufficiently save my securities 
in their lordships and your opinion, as it is now out of 
my power to discharge my duty until the face of affairs 
are changed. 

" In paper (No VII.) you will obsert'e tlic three 
counties upon l)elaware included in my resigfnation, the 
reason of which was, that on Saturday the 6th of Octo- 
ber, a friend of mine privately sent up a little boy to in- 
form me, tliat he had reason to believe, a mob was unit- 
ing in those countie^i, and would soon be up at Philadel- 
phia. This I knew would raise a second mob, and there- 
fore I did not prevent it, and it has had tlie desired ef- 
fect 

*' I am now to acknowledge the receipt of a letter 
from the secretary of the stamp office, and also a biU of 
lading for three cases and seven packs of stamps for this 
province, exclusive of those for New Jersey and Mary- 
ryland, but there is neither invoice, nor bills of parcels^ 
nor any account of the prices of the stampt paper, or 
parchment, is to be sold at I have seen a printed pa- 
per, said to be the prices of the stamps, &c. but as the 
bill of lading makes me liable to the freight,. I should 
be glad to know whether the freight is included in these 
printed papers, or not ; if I had received tlie stamps, I 
should have been at a loss on the 1st of November how 
to proceed, but as things now stand, there is time for 
my being fully informed, and especially with respect to 
the invoices or bills of parcels, without which it is im- 
possible for me to know what J am charged with at the 
stamp office, and how far the goods received agree with 
the charge. 

»• I am further to inform you, that I received in the 
packet sent by your secretary, a bond, which,in his letter 
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be Erected I should execute before the governor, or 
•ODitt other person of note, and send it back to the stamp 
office by the first conveyance, which I should have 
punctually compUed with, had I been in health, and 
had not our over-ruling gfentry, the mob, thought fit to 
direct otherwisei however,! have the bond in my custo- 
dy, Mid whenever there is a prospect of carrying the 
net into execution, shall not fail to execute the bond, 
and transmit it to the stam|i office by the first opportuni- 
ty, and also do every thing in my power fiuthiiilly to dis- 
cluu^ my duty. 

*^I am further to inform you, gentlemen, that I am 
extremely obnoxious to the governor, and that for no 
other reason, than that I have constantly, while I have 
been in the assembly, endeavoured to promote the 
king's interest, and given opposition to some favourite 
schemes that tended to retard his Majesty's service. 

«M am also unfortunate enough to be particularly 
hateful to the chief justice, because I have charged him 
in the house of assembly with being a rebel, upon his 
sajring, " That if ever the government was changed, we 
should find the king's little finder heavier than the- pro- 
prietor's loins." This declaration he made in the house 
of assembly more than once, and I often alleged that his 
idlegation tended to alienate the affection of the subject 
fh>m the king, and therefore was treason, and that none 
but a rebel would be guilty of it I also am particularly 
hateful to the proprietary party, because it was my inte- 
rest, assiduity, and influence in the house of assembly, 
that enabled ihe province to send home Doctor Frank- 
lin, to present our petitions for a change of government 
froip proprietary to royal, which I hope is effected by 
|his tmie. 

** Since writing the above, I am informed that Benja- 
min Shoemaker, Esq. who is one of the people called 
fluakers, also an alderman of the city, met with the 
di'ummers as thejr were^ alarming the city, and took 
them to task, rec[uiring to know by what authority they 
were endeavouring to raise a mob, they answered, if he 
would go to the State House he might know; he then 
lisked who ordered them tb beat about the streets; they 
said they had their orders from the coffee house. [N. B. 
Kept by the before-mentioned Mr. Bradford.] Mr. Shoe- 
mailer then forbid them to proceed any further, and he 
paid he would go immediately to the maypr and have 
ihem committed; they answered, they could get the 
mayor's order when they pleased. But Mr. Shoemaker 
could not find the Mayor nor any officer to assist him, 
and therefore was obliged to desist, lest he should draw 
the mob upon himself and £unily, and so have his house 
pulled down. 

** If some rule and order does not take place in Ame- 
rica, I am very sure every person who has been named 
to the stamp-office, must leave North America shorUy, 
' or they and their fiuniliea will ^ a sacrifice to the de- 
luded populace. 

*f Common justice calls upon me to say» the body of 
die people called quakers, seemed disposed to pay obe- 
dience to the stamp act, and so do that part of the 
Church of England and baptists, that are not some way 
under proprietary influence. But presbyterians, and 
pmprifttaiy minions, spare no pains to engage the Dutch 
ai)d lower class of people, ana render the royal govern- 
ment odious, but at the same time profess fte^X loyalty 
to th^ best of kings, and yet insinuate that his immediate 
, government is intolerable. If his Majesty and his minis- 
ters knew the pains taken by the proprietary partisans 
to give a wrong bi»s to the minds of his Majest}''s sub- 
jects, I am confident they would not suffer the powers 
of government to remain six months in the hands of any 
proprietor on the continent; neither ought the powers 
of ^fovernment to be lodged iu any pnvate person, it 
being disadvantageous to both his Majesty's subjects. 

*' I diall conclude with the following obvervation, viz. 
That if Great Britain can, or will suffer such kind of 
conduct in her colonies to pass unpimished, a man need 
not be a prophet, nor the son of a prophet, to see clear- 



ly, that her empire in North America is at an end; for I 
dare say the mobbing gentry will immediately proceed 
to other extravagancies, as they will begin to thmk thdr 
united power irresistible. • 

" That God, of his mfinite goodness may direct the 
councils and measures of his Majesty, of his ministen, 
to that which may be best for Great Britain and North 
America, is, and shall )>e the constant prayer of, gen- 
tlemen, your most obedient and most humble servant, 

JOHN HUGHES. 

To the Commissioners 
of the Stamp office. 



No. I. 

Philade^hia, Sept. 17, 1765. 
As gfreat riots and disturbances have happened in some 
of the neighbouring colonies, occauoned by a dislike the 
people have to the stamp act, and it being^reported that 
the stampt papers, &c. for the province, may be expect- 
ed in a little time, and, as his Majesty's revenue b deep- 
ly interested in the preservation thereof, think itny 
duty to acquaint you, tnat notwithstanding of any reports 
spread of my being named by the officers for this pro- 
vmce, that 1 have not received either bond, commis- 
sion, nor any other information whatsoever, of my ap- 
pointment from the stamp ofi\ce, or lords of the tresM- 
ry, and therefore I can have no pretenrion whatsoever 
to take charge of the paper should they arrive. Thb 
information I have thought necessary to give you, that yoa 
may take measures in the premises, as you shaU think 
consistent with your duty and judgment. I am, sir, yoor 
most obedient, humble servant. 



To the Hon: John Penn, Esq. 
Lieutenant Governor of 
Pennsylvania. 



JOHN HUGHES. 



No. H 



Sir, 



Mr, Dickenson is in town from London, and the ship 
Charlotte is at Newcastie, and do not chuse to bring htf 
up till you give orders about the stamp papers^ as she is 
a valuable ship. 

WILLIAM DOWELL. 
I pray send an amwer by bearer, 

Philadelphia, 5 o'clock, 2d of October, 1765. 

No. III. 

Mr. Dickenson — ^I received your kind notice by Mr. 
Bradford, and for answer, am to inform you, that I bare 
not received from the lords of the treasury, nor fiom any 
other person appointed by his Majesty, any commisttoa 
or public information of my being the officer of the pro- 
vince of Pennsylvania, and therrfore cannot pretend to 
any right to take charge of those papers; not should I, 
were tiiey now at the wharf; the governor is the officer 
of the crown, whose duty it is to preserve and secure 
those papers; to him I refer you for directions how to 
proceed in the premises, and I make no doubt his ho- 
nour the governor will take care to see that the papera 
are landed in a place of security, and there kept ssfe 
until some person properly commissioned shall appetr 
to demand them. Signed by order of my father, 

JOHN HUGHES, jun. 
To Mr. jDicAenJOfi.— Copy of 

a letter sent by Mr. Brad* 

ford's son. 

No. IV. 
Sir^— I enclose you a letter I received last evcmag 
fh>m Mr. William Dovell, by which I understand that the 
stamped papers are arrived at Newcastle in the Chs^ 
lotte, that the owner of the .vessel does not care to or 
der his ship into the port while these papers are on 
board, lest some violence should be done to her; sad as 
I have not the least powder from the lords of his Mijes- 
ty's treasury, or j^ny other public board, authorizing roe 
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to receive them, and as his Majesty's revenue is con- 
ceraed in their preservation, 1 thought it my duty to 
give you the information, that you might take such 
neasores therein as your prudence should suggest. 
I am, 6ir« yours, / 

JOHN HUGHES. 
To John Penn, Esq. 

No. V. 

A great number of the citizens of Philadelphia assem- 
bled at the State House, do demand of Mr. John Hughes, 
distributor of stamps for Pennsylvania, that he will give 
them assurance under his hand that he will not execute 
that office, and expect a fair, candid, and direct answer 
by Monday next ten o'clock, when he will be waited on 
Ibr that purpose. 

Saiurdaif^ Oct, 5, 1765. 

• No. VI. 

PhUadehhtOi Monday mornings 
October 8, 1765. 

Whereas, I was applied to on Saturday last, about 3 
o^dock in the afternoon, by the following gentlemen, 
▼iz. James Tilghman, Esq. attorney at law, Messrs. 
Robert Morris, Charles Thompson, Archibald M'Call, 
John Cox, and William Richards, merchants; Mr. Wil- 
liam Bradford, printer, who assured me they were sent 
by a great number of people then assembled at the 
State House, in order to request me to resign the stamp 
office, and afler some conversation on the subject, Mr. 
Bobert Morris, and some others, declared, that it was 
not expected or denred that my resignation should be 
any other than the not accepting the office, and declar- 
ing every step or measure that should tend to put the 
late stamp act into execution, until his Majesty's fur- 
ther pleasure should be known, or until the act should 
be generally carried into execution in the neighbouring 
colonies; and if that should happen, I was then at liberty 
to do as I thought proper: and whereas about nx 
o'clock the same evening, a paper was sent me by some 
of Uiese same gentlemen, in behalf, as I understand, of 
all those collected at the State House as aforesaid, de- 
claring, that a great number of the citizens of Philadel- 
phia, assembled at the State House, do demand of Mr. 
John Hughes, distributor of stamps for Pennsylvania, 
that he will give them assurance under his name, that 
he will not execute that office, and expect that he will 
girc them a fair, candid and direct answer by Monday 
next at ten o'clock, when he will be waited on for that 
purpose. 

Saturday, Oct, 5, 1765 

I do therefore return for answer to those gentlemen, 
and ail their associates, that I have not hitherto taken 
any step tending to put the late act of parliament in 
execution in this province, and that I will not either by 
myself or my deputies, do any act or thing that shall 
have the least tendency to put the said act into execu- 
tion in this province, until his Majesty's future pleasure 
shall be known, or until the said act shall be put in exe- 
cution in the neighbouring colonies, and this I am de- 
termined to abide by, unless either the governor or 
conmumder in chief of this province for the time being. 
shall caU upon me to execute the said act. 

And whereas my commission includes the three coun- 
ties of Newcastle, Kent, and Sussex, upon Delaware; I 
do therefore hereby voluntarily inform the g^ood people 
of those coundes, that no act of mine shall either direct- 
ly OP indnrectly involve them into any difficulties with 
respect to the said sUmp act, before the same shall take 
pbee in the neighbouring colonies, or until his Majesty's 
niture pleasure shall be known, or until the governor 
. and commander in chief for the time being of those 
eoonties, shall call upon me as aforesaid, to execute the 
said act. 

(Copy.) JOHN HUGHES. 



No. VU. 

Philadelphia Monday Momtng, October 7, 1765. 

[Seep,2U,] 

Philade^Ua^ Tuesday Mornings Oct. 8, 1765. 

Sir — 1 make no doubt but you have heard tliat a great 
number of people were collected at the state house on 
Saturday last, by causing muffled drums to beat through 
the streets of this city, and by ringing the state house 
bell muffled, and by directing all enquirers to repair to 
the state house for information; and that af\er the people 
were collected, a deputation was sent to me demanding 
my resignation of the office of chief distributor of stamps . 
for this province. I am well informed, that great num- 
bers of the ringleaders and promoters of this meeting 
declared and vowed destruction to my person and pro- 
perty if I refused to gratiiy them in their demands. 

My resignation b accordmgly made, and 1 beg you will 
be so kind as to inform me where the stamps are depo-> 
ated, that I may by this day's post inform the lord's of 
the treasury what situation they are in. This you must 
know it is my duty to do, as the stamps were comngned 
to me by their lordships, and I have the bill of lading. 
But as I am confined to ray bed, and also restrained by 
the people from executing my office, it is not in my pow- 
er to know what b to be done in the premises, I there- 
fore pray yo\a answer by the bearer, my son, which wiU 
oblige, sir, your humble servant, 

JOHN HUGHES. 
Thihe Hon, John Penrt, Esq. 

Hie Governor returned the following verbal answer, viz,- 
Let Mr. Hughes know the stamps are on board the 
man of war. 

PhUade^Ua, Nov, 3, 1765. 
Gentlemen, — Since my last, a copy whereof b here- 
with sent, nothing very extraordinary has been attempt- 
ed by the mcb, as the great men here would fain have 
it termed and believed on your side the water, and I 
make no doubt but it will be so represented by the pro* 
prietary govem(H*, and hb friends; but the truth b, that 
if the governor, or any half dozen of the magbtrates, 
had called the dieriffand constable to their assistance, 
it would have been veiy easy for them, with the assists 
ance of my friends then collected about my house, to 
the amount of not less than seven or eight hundred men 
of reputation, who would have assbted the civil officers 
at the risque of their lives, as I did to suppress the Pax- 
ton riot, that intended to destroy the Indians at the bar- 
racks. 

I am now informed the governor has taken the oath 
prescribed by the stamp act, but his friends keep it a 
secret, and say, 'who knows that he has,' but it will soon 
appear here, for that will alter hb conduct; the commis- 
sioners and gt>vemment may depend that I will commu- 
nicate things as they happen, though it b at the risque 
of my life; for the party, by their tools, fi^quently give 
out, that if they knew the man that would so far assist 
Britain as to inform ag^nst any man, in this or any other 
province, he should not live many hours; and I do assure 
the government and commissioners, that all posftive 
charges made by me, can be proved by reputable wit 
nesses. But whether his Majesty or his ministry can, or 
will wink at and overtook these insults and outrages, and 
permit their colonists to reliise obedience to an act of 
parliament, and also declare it illegal and unconstitu- 
tional, and also permit the printers here to publish week- 
ly the most violent and inflammatory pieces that ever 
were wrote, and I am of opinion, that it these continen- 
tal papers for the two or three months past were examin- 
ed, many of them would be found rather to exceed the 
.North Briton, (No. XLV.) in alienating the alfecUons 
of the people fit>m hb Majesty, and animating them to 
rebellion, and yet at the same time call themselves Eng- 
lishmen, and profess the highest degree of loyalty toliia 
Majesty. I some time tellsome of our warm blades, 
I that it is a piece of inconnstency to adl themselves Eng- 
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iishmen, because gentlemen, say I, if you are English- 
men, you must be bound by acts of parliament, until 
that parliament releases you from that obedience, which 
has not yet been ,done as I know of. To this they reply 
our chatters have done it absolutely. No, gentlemen, 
your charters are but the declarations of the king^ that 
granted them, and they cannot be ■■■ to mean no 

more, than that the king of Great Britain would not ar- 
bitrarily, and without law, raise money on the subject in 
America, and this is all our forefathers seemed to have 
asked— rwhen thev lefl Britain, and indeed it is all the 
kings of Great Britain can legally promise, for the king 
cannot bar the rights of the lords and commons, any 
more than they can his prerogatives. The answer then 
ia; you are an enemy to America, and ought to have 
your brains beat out, 8cc. And indeed there is nothing 
has saved me but the great number of friends and rela- 
tions that 1 have in this country, and, had it not been for 
their numbers, I must have resigned my oflice absolute- 
ly, or else not only me but my family and fortune would 
have fallen a sacniice. f believe I am the only stamp 
distributor that has not either resigned absolutely, or 
fled the province between Yirgpnia and Hallifax, and if 
the Virginia officer had been there, I think he' must 
have resigned also, for there the fire began. It is my 
private opinion, that if the province of Pennsylvania 
was changed from proprietary to a ro^al government, 
and some person appointed to govern it, that had both 
interest among the people, and a perfect knowledge of 
them, so as to be able to displace the disloyal, and put 
it in power and commission such only as could be de- 
pended on, and have demonstrated their loyalty to their 
king; such a person, after the changes aforesaid, might 
easily govern this province, and preserve the peace of 
it, and keep it in subjection to his Majesty, which I think 
we hardly are at this time. One reason assigned for 
not paying obedience to this act of parliament, is, that 
we have no representative in parliament; I then say, 
let us petition tor representatives. O, no, we will not 
ag^^e to that, because we have representatives of our 
own, and have always gfiven money when we have been 
called on by the king or his ministers, and if that will 
not do, let us have a house of commons in America, to 
settle what shall be the quota of each colony when mo- 
ney is wanted — ^No, gentlemen, you have foreclosed 
yourselves of that, for you have demonstrated your pro- 
pensity to rebellion, to that degfree, that in my opinion 
the ministry never can advise his Majesty to unite you 
more than you now are; but if they knew our circum- 
stances rightly, they would divide us yet more, by form- 
ing new colonies out of Virginia, and perhaps some oth- 
* crs tliat are already but too large; but these things are 
at a distance, for Great Britain must first determine whe- 
ther she is to govern or not, and whether she will per- 
mit us to put ourselves under the protection of France, 
or Spain, as many upon the continent declare they will 
ward off the stamp act, until they can get France or 
^pain to protect them; and some few huve gt)ne so far 
in this province. 1 must now contradict your allegation 
of our giving money when called upon. Pray has Ma- 
ryland given one shilling all the last war, and did not 
most of the colonies, except Pennsylvania, refuse both 
men and money for Colonel Bouquet's last expedition 
against the Indians to the westwanl; and when Colonel 
Bouquet, by his ^ends, got some volunteers raised for 
the purpose in Virginia, was he not obliged to apply to 
the commissioners of this province to pay them, or else 
he must have paid them out of his private fortune; al- 
though the war was on the Virg^ia frontier, and their 
people frequently murdered at that time. 

November the Sd, being Saturday evening, I was call- 
ed upon by the collector, to let me know that he and 
the other custom house officers would call upon me 
next day, but they afterwards changed their plan; and 

on- Tuesday the 5th, I receiv^ the paper, (No. 

I.) and that afternoon returned for answer the paper 
(No. II.) and I now understand that the party are much 



dissatisfied with my answer, and say I had no need to 
say more than three words, viz. I have none— This they 
could have protested upon and sent home to the custom 
house, but I believe they have no great inclinatioQ to 
send home this letter; however, I think it my duty to 
send it you with a copy of theirs; also I wish I knew 
whether the act would be enforced or not» for if it if to 
be repealed, I might resign voluntarily in time, and 
thereby escape the violence of the party, for If the act 
is not enforced, por I do not resign in time, I shall not be 
able to go into some of the neighbouring colonics, and 
look after my inter^t during my life time, for they threa- 
ten me already in Matyland and Virginia, and if they 
ever catch me there they will make a sacrifice of me: 
but if they should be made subject to Great Britain, 1 
shall then be in no danger, for the issue of this act will 
absolutely determine Britain's sovereignty in America. 
For, if by these rebeUious actions we can get this act re- 
pealed, I have no doubt but some of my children may 
live to see a duty laid by Americans oil some things im- 
ported from Britain, for I do not know an instance of a 
mob's sitting ^o^"^ contented with one thing, unless 
they have a force able to quell them. 

I presume when the remonstrances from the grand 
committee (who meet at New York) come here, it will 
be easy to judge what we would be at; for even in this 
province some few say, if we stick by one another, it is 
not in the power of Britain to enforce it, and say that 
Ireland did the same formerly, and by that means have 
escaped the burtlien as they call it. 1 am unable at this 
time to give a more full account of the proceedings in 
America, being not recovered from my late illness. I 
am, gentlemen, with respect, your most obedient, hum- 
ble servant, 

JOHN HUGHES. 

To the Commissionert of 
the Stamp Office. 

No. I. 
Mr. John Hug/tes, 
Sir, — We have neard from public report, that you are 
tlie officer appointed to distribute stamp-papers and 
parchment in the province, pursuant to an act of parlia- 
ment lately published in England, and we now apply to 
you, to know whether you can supply us with stamp 
papers proper for cockets and clearances, on which the 
duty of four-pence sterling is imposed (if the copy we 
have seen of the act be genuine.) We apprehend it is 
our duty to apply to you for them, as we cannot proceed 
regularly in the business of our office without them.— 
Please to let us have your answer in writing as soon as 
possible, in order to prevent any mistake or misunder- 
standing, that may happen fi-om a verbal conference be- 
tween us. We beg you will be pleased to have a dii^t 
answer, whether you will or not let us have the stamp 
papers for the purposes above mentioned. We are, sir, 
your most humble servants, 

J. SWIFT, Dep. Collr. 
A. BARCLAY, Compt 
T. GRAM£, Nayal Off'r. 
Cwtom-hotMe, Philade^hia, 
Nov. 4, 1764. 

No. II. 
Gentlemen,— I received yours of the 4th instant, and 
cannot but infer from the contents, that you are stran- 
gere in Pennsylvania, since by the tenor of your letter, 
you seem to be unacquainted yrith the thmga that are 
come to pass in these our days. Therefore, I think it 
necessaiy, before I proceed in answer, to give you a 
brief detail of what has happened. First then, I am to 
inform you, that on Saturday the 5th of October last, the 
State-house and Christ-church bells were rung naufflcd, 
and two negfro-dnimmers, one of whom belonged to al- 
derman Samuel Miffiin, beat through) all parts of the city 
with muffled drums, thereby abuming tlie inlwbltants. 
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In consequence whereof, a large npmber of people was 
raised and assembled at the -State-house, where it was 
pubficly declared (as I am informed,) that if I did not 
immediately resign my office, my house should be pull- 
ed down and my substance destroyed, but before the 
conrention broke up, the gentlemen assembled there, 
in part changed their resolution, and by a note they at 
night sent me, indulged me till ten o'clock the Monday 
morning following, to satisfy them whether I would or 
not resign ray office as stamp distributor for Ihis province. 
Secondly, although it was currently reported through 
the city on the 4th of October last, that capt. Holland, 
with the stamp papers, &c. would be up next day, and 
that a mob would be raised to destroy them, yet neither 
the governor, the supreme judges, the mayor, recorder, 
aldermen, nor any other judiciary officers. (Benjamin 
Shoemaker, Esq. excepted) took the least notice there- 
of, nor used any means to preserve the peace of the city. 
Thirdly, although on Monday the 7th of October, when 
the people collected at the Free Masons lodge, and their 
delegates, who need not here be named, came to my 
house and demanded of me my answer, whether I would 
or would not resign my office as stamp^dbtnbutor of this 
province, yet neither the governor, the judges of the su- 
preme court, although then sitting, the mayor, recorder, 
aldermen» nor any of the peace officers of this city, tes- 
tified the least disapprobation thereof, but permitted 
those gentlemen and their associates, to compel me to 
make the declaration which you 'may see printed in the' 
Gazette and Pennsylvania Journal of tlie 10th of Octo- 
berlast. Fourthly, these gentlemen delegates and their 
associates have therefore prevented any stamp from com- 
ing into my possession. Of consequence, it is not in 
my power to supply you. But as you may be unacquaint- 
ed with the situation of the stamp-papers, I do myself 
the pleasure of informing you, that his honour the gov- 
ernor, has committed them to the care of capt. Hawker, 
commander of his Majesty's ship Sardine. And I would 
likewise, gentlemen, beg leave to acquaint you, that he 
has taken, as I am informed, a solemn oath, "to do his 
utmost, that all and every of the clauses contained in the 
stamp-act shall be Acma^e observed;" wherefore I must 
rt-fcr you to him, as I am for the reasons already assign- 
ed, at present incapacitated to supply you with stampt 
papers, &c. for a more full answer, if necessary, to your 
letter. Fifthly, if any inconveniences or damages, there- 
fore> should happen to any person or persons for want of 
the stampt papers, tlie blame neither can nor does lie at 
my door, whatever it may of those of the gentlemen de- 
leg^es and tlieir associates. I am sorry, gentlemen, 
that you suffered an insinuation to escape your pen, as if 
I woald not afford you a direct answer to your letter, for 
I am perswaded no part of my conduct has given you or 
,any "other person cause to suspect either my candor or 
integrity, therefore, permit me to say, I must look upon 
this insinuation both ungenerous and unfriendly. I am, 
aips, your humble servant, ' 

J. HUGHES. 
PMbdehkta, Nov. 5, 1765. 

John Swift t Akx. Barclay , cand 
'Utonuu Grame, Esquires. 

Philadefyhia, Sept, 1765, 
Extnct of letters from John Hughes, Esq. appointed 
Distributor of the Stamps for Pennsylvania, to Ben- 
jamm Franklin, Esq. Agent for said Province, by him, 
per order, laid before the Parliament 

**you are now from letter to letter to suppose each 
may be the last that you will receive from your old friend, 
as the spirit or flame of rebellion is gt>t to a high pitch 
among the North Americans, and it seems to me, that a 
■ort or frenzy, or madness, has got such hold of the peo- 
ple of all ranks, that t fancy some lives will be lost before 
this fire is put out; I am at present much perplexed what 
^crarse to steer; for, as I nave given you reason to ex- 
pect, I would endeavooor to put the act in ezecutioDy and 



you no doubt have informed the commissioners I cannot 
in point of honour gt) back, until something or other is 
done by the people to render it impossible for me to 
proceed; but, perhaps when a mob is on foot, my inter- 
est may fall a sacrifice to an infatuated multitude, and I 
know of no otlicr way to prevent it, but absolutely de- 
claring off as all the rest have done to the eastward but 
as yet I cannot prevail upon myself, notwithstanding the 
thrcits of some, and the persuasions of others, to do an 
act tliaf appears to me neither loyal nor reputable. 

**I had hitherto kept matters easy, by saying I had 
nothing to resign, for I have neither received any com- 
mission or any other kind of writing from th^ stamp- 
office;' but when it is known I have received my com- 
mission, i fancy I shall not escape the storm of presby- 
tferian rage, and as captain Friend is expected every day^ 
my doom will soon be known, but whether I may live to 
inform you, is yet in the womb of futurity. 

"By governor Franklin's letters, and by my last, you 
will see that Mr. Cox has resigned the sUmphoffioe for 
New Jersey, and there is scarce a day goes over my bead, 
but many people call on me to resign, and say 1 am an 
enemy to Nortli America if I do not; but since I am now 
*nd must abide by consequences, be th^ 



what they will, I shall be exceedingly ol^liged to you, if 
it is consistent with your judgment, to recommend my 
son Hugh for Mr. Cox's successor. My son is married^ 
and settled in New Jersey, has a good estate, both real 
and personal, and can give any security that may be re- 
quired— I am the more induced to ask this favour, 'as I 
think there will be no difficultjr in putting the act in ex- 
ecution in that province; and, if my property, and per^ 
haps my life may be lost in this province my son I hope 
will be tlie better for the office in that province, which 
may be some compensation for what property may be 
lost out of the family. 

&p/. 10, 1765. 

"Our assembly met yesterday, and this day it majority 
of fifteen against fourteen, were for sending a committed 
to New York, to meet the committee of Boston on the 
first of October, where they insinuate there will be mert 
sent from every colony, in order to unite and become, as 
they express it, like a bundle of rods, alludmg to the 
fable of the old man and his sons. This scheme, or plan 
of union, is not only begun, but indefatigably pushed 
forward, by the presbyterians principally. 

Sept. 11. This aflernoon captain Friend arrived, an<f 
as he says he l>as no stamp papers on board, all seems 
pretty quiet at present. The assembly have named Jo* 
seph Fox, Geo. Bryan, John Morton and John DicWn^ 
son, as a committee to go to the Cong^ss at New York. 
• Sept. 12. Our clamours run very high, and I rnn tokl 
my house shall be pulled down and the stamps burnt, ta 
which I give no other answer than that 1 will defend my 
house at the risque of my life. I must say that all the 
sensible quakers behave prudently. 

Sept. 16. in the evening. Common report threaten* 
my house this night, as there are bonfires and rejoicings 
for the change of ministry . The sober and sensible part 
of the people are doing every thing in readiness to sup- 
press a mob, if there should be any intention of rising. 
I, for my part, am well armed with fire-arms and am de- 
termined to stand a siege. If I live till to-morrow monf- 
ing, shall give you a further account, but as it is now 
about eight o'clock I am on my guard, and only write 
this between whiles, as every noise or bustle of the peo- 
ple calls me off. 

Nineo'doek. Severall fiiends thafrpatrofe between my 
house and \be coffee-house, came in just now, and say 
the collection of rabble begins to decrease visibly in 
the streets, and the appearance of danger seems a good 
deal less than it did. 

Twehe o'clock. There are now several hundreds of 
our friends about the street ready to suppress any mob> 
if it should attempt td rise, and the rabble are dispers- 
ing. 
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Sept. 17' Jive in tht morning* We are all yet in the 
knd of the uTing, and our properties safe, thank God. 

Extract of a letter from Joseph Ghilloway, Esq. dated 
Philadelphia, Sept. 29, 1765, to Benjamin Franklin, 
' Esq. 

**The public papers will inform you of the present 
distracted state of the colonies, and the many outragfes 
and riots that have been occasioned by a dislike to tlie 
ctamp act, all which have been incited by the principal 
members of the colonies where, they have been com- 
mitted—Measures have not been wanting to create the 
same temper in the people here, in which some have 
been very active. In hopes tn prevent their ill effects, I 
wrote a moderate piece, signed ^mericaniu, published 
here and at New York, and since in Virginia, wherein 
you will see ray sentiments on the subject. I am told it 
had good effect in those places as well as here, being 
much approved by the moderate part of the people^ 
yet we snould not have been free fh)m riots here, if ano- 
tiicr method had not been taken to prevent them, viz. 
1^ assembling quietly at the instance of Mr. Hughes's 
friends (and not by order from the government of the 
city,) near eight hundred sober inhabitants were posted 
in different parts, ready to prevent any mischief that 
should be attempted by the mob, which effectually inti- 
midated them and kept all tolerable quiet, only they 
burnt a figure that they called a stamp man, and 
about midnight dispersed. Great puns have been taken 
to persuade and frighten Mr. Hughes into a resignation 
of his office, but be continues firm, and will not resign 
in any manner that shall do dishonor to his appointment, 
and I think will be able to put his commission into exe- 
cution, notwithstanding the example set by other colo- 
nies. 
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At the most distressful period of the war. General 
Washington wrote to Congress, "That he was surround- 
ed by secret foes, destitute of the means of detecting 
them, or of getting intelligence of the enemy's move- 
ments and designs. The army was in rags, had few or 
no blankets, aud military stores were in the dregs. The 
troops reduced in numbers, must retreat, without the 
means of defence if attacked, and would probably dis- 
perse from the want of subsistence and clothing in an 
mclement season, too severe for nature to support In 
a word, we have lived upon eScpedients till we can live 
no longer; and it may truly be said, that the history of 
th'is war, is a history of false hopes and temporary devi- 
ces, instead of system and ceconomy, which results from 
it" All business was, in consequence, suspended in 
Congress, and dismay was univer»d, since no supplies of 
'the requisitions demanded could be provided. 

Mr. Robert Morfis, to whom the United States is more 
indebted for their prosperity and happiness, than to any 
other individual, with tlie exception of General Wash- 
ington, overcome by his feelings, quitted the hall with 
a mind completely depressed, without a present hope, 
. or cheering expectation of future prospenty. On enter- 
ing his coun^g house, he received the welcome intelli- 
gence, that a ship which he had despurcd of, had, at 
Uiat moment, arrived at the wharf^ with a full cargo of 
all the munitions of war, and of soldier's clothing. He 
returned to Con^p^ss almost breathless witli joy, and an- 
ncmnced the exhilarating good news. Nor did propi- 
tious fortune end here. Accidentally meeting with a 
worthy Quaker, who had wealth at command, and a 
hearty well wisher to the American cause, although from 
hit rdigious principles averse to war and fighting, he 
thought it no departure from the strict line of propriety, 
to endeavour, by everpr exertion, to awaken his sympa- 
thy and obtain tus assistance. Assuming, thereforci an 



expression of countenance indicative of the most poist- 
nant anguish and deep despair, he was pasnng him m 
silence, when the benevolent Quaker, who bad critkanr 
observed him, and marked the agitation of his min^ 
feelingly said, "Robert, I fear there is bad news." The 
reply was, "Yes, very bad; I am under the most helpless 
embarrassment for the want of some hard money." — 
"How much would relieve thy diffitulties, Robert?" 
The sum was mentioned. "But I could only g^ve my 
private eng^agement in a note, which I would sacredly 
pledge my honour to repay," rejoined Mr. Morris.— 
"Cease thy sorrows, then, Robert; thou shalt have the 
money in conffdence of thy silence on the subject, as it 
regards me." The specie was procured, inmiediatdy 
remitted to General Washington, and saved the army. 

"In 1779, or 1780, two of the most distressiBg yean 
of the war. General Washington wrote to me a moat 
alarming account of the prostrate condition of the miB- 
tary stores, and enjoining my immediate exertions to 
supply deficiencies. There were no musket cartridges 
but those in the men's boxes, and they were wet; of 
course, if attacked, a retreat or a rout was inevitable.— 
We (the Board of War) had exhausted all the lead ac- 
cessible to us, having caused even the spouts of houact 
to be melted, and hi^ offered, abortively, the equivalent 
in paper of two shillings specie per {>ound for kad. I 
went in the evenina^ of the day in which I received this 
letter, to a splendid entertainment given by Don Mirail- 
les, the Spanish Minister. My heart was sad, but I had 
the faculty of brightening my countenance even onder 
gloomy disasters, yet it seems then not sufficiently adroit- 
ly. Mr. Morris, who was one of the guests, and knew 
me well, discovered some casual tnuts of depretnoa. 
He accosted me in his usual blunt and disengaged man- 
ner, <*I see some clouds passing across the sunny coon- 
tenancV you assume — what is tbe matter?" Afler some 
hesitation I showed him the General's letter, which I bad 
brought from the office with the intention of placing it 
at home in a private cabinet He played with my anxi- 
ety, which he did not relieve for some time. At length, 
however, with great and sincere delight, he called me 
aside, and told me that the HoOcer prwateer had just ar- 
rived at his wharf with tdneiy ions of kad, which she 
had brought as ballast It had been landed at Marti- 
nique, and stone ballast had supplied its place, but thia 
had been put on shore and the lead again taken in. *Toa 
shall have my half of this fortunate supply; there vte 
the owners of the othei^ half,' (indicatuig gentlemen in 
the apartment) *Yes, but 1 am already under heavy 
personal engagements, as guarantee for the Depart- 
ment, to those and other gentlemen .' *Well,' rejomed 
Mr. Morris, they will take your assumption with mj 
guaranty. ' I instantly, on these terms, secured the le«C 
left the entertainment, tent for the proper officers, and 
set more than one hundred people to work through the 
night. Before morning a supply of cartridges was 
ready, and sent off to the army. Jitd^ Feten. 

"It may not be generally known, but it i* an incon- 
trovertible fact, that the plan of the campaign for the 
year 1781, as s^frecd upon hj General Washington and 
Admiral De Grasse, was to aim at the reduction of New 
York, and that the southern enterprise was never con- 
templated until, unexpectedly, and to his extreme aor^ 
prise. General Washington (by the French Admiral'* 
breaking his engagements to come into New York bay, 
and announcing his intention, through the Admu«] com- 
manding the squadron at Rhode Isbuid, to enter and re- 
main, for a few weeks, in the Chesapeake) was obliged 
to change the whole plan of operations; which, from 
the powerful resources of hb mind, he planned and per- 
formed in a sudden and masterly manner. An accomit 
has been published, by which it appears that the count 
Rochambeau claimed the credit of planning the enter- 
prise a year before it was put in execution. A military 
character who had rendered such hnportaht servicea to 
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our country as were, by unSrersAl consent, attributed to 
him, needed no borrowed plume. He avows his having- 
adviicd count De Grassenot to venture into New York 
bay. He should, Chad he acted consistently with his 
duty) with candour, and in due season, have made this 
communicaition to General Washington; whereas, the 
first intimation of a change of the original plan, was the 
French Admiral's letter from Rhode Island, which the 
General put into my hands a few hours afler he had re- 
ceived it, with strong expressions of surprise and resent- 
ment Assuredly, at this period, the expedition to the 
southward had never been thought of; but as count Ro- 
chambeau's countervailing advice had been attended 
with successful consequences, he aidroitly takes advan- 
tagt of this good fortune and turns, an otherwise unjus- 
tifiable interference, into personal merit. I was sent by 
Congress, under the belief that New York was the ob- 
ject, to consult with General Washington, on the sup- 
)>lies necessary for the attack. But, the apprehension 
expressed by count De Grasse, of danger to his heavy 
Hhipsj should they enter the bay, and the avowal of his 
intention to sail for the Chesapeake, put at once an end 
to dehberation on the subject. A new object was now 
to be sougfht for, on which the co-operation of tlie alliet 
mig^t b^ employed with effect. I was present when 
the southern enterprise wab resolved on, (claiming no 
merit or agency in the military part of it) and superin- 
tended the provision of every thing required by the ge- 
neral, for the operation. From seventy to eighty pieces 
of battering cannon, and one hundred of field artillery, 
Were completely fitted and furnished with attirail and 
ammunition, although, when I returned fi^m the camp 
to Philadelphia, there was not a field carriage put toge- 
ther, and but a small quantity of fixed ammunition in 
©ur magazines. The train was prog^ssively sent on in 
three or four weeks, to the great honour of the officers 
and men employed in this meritdrious service. Jll this, 
together with the expense of provision for; and pay of the 
troops^ wa^ aeeomphehed on the perscfnat credit of Mr, Ro- 
bert MorriSi who issued his notes to the amount 0/ one 
miUum four hundred thousand dollartf which nvere finally 
nil paid. Assistance was furnished by Virginia and oth- 
er States, from the merit whereof I mean not to detract. 
But, as there was no money in the chest of the War 
Office, and the Treasury of the United States empty, 
the expedition never could have been operative and 
brought to a successful issue, bad not, most fortunately^ 
Mr. Morris' credit, superior exertions, and management, 
topplied the4ndisprensable sint quanon, the funds neces- 
ttfy togive efiTect to exertion." 

Dining with him shortly after the resignation of Mr. 
Kob^ert Morris, as Financier of the United SUtes^' the 
taose of which appeared inexplicable to the company 
present, *To me,' said Baron Steuben, Hhere appears no 
mystery^ I will illustrate my sentiments by a simple 
narrative. When I was about to quit Paris ta embark 
for the United SUtes, the better to insure comfort when 
in eamp, I judged it of importance to engage in my ter- 
tice a>;ook of celebrity. The American army was post- 
ed at Valley Forge, when I joined it. Arrived at m^ 
quarter^ a wagoner presented himself, saying that he 
was directed to attach himself to my train, and obey my 
orders. Commissaries arriving/ furnished a supply of 
beef aqd bread, and retired. My cook looked around 
ttim for utensils, indispensable, m his opinion, fiar pre- 
paring a meal, and finding none, in an agony of despair, 
applied to the wagoner for advice, * We cook our meat,' 
replied he, 'by banging it up by a string, and turning it 
beSbre s good fire till sufficiently roasted.' The next 
day--and still another passed, without material change. 
The commissary made his deposit. My cook showed 
the strongest indications of uneasiness by shrugs and 
hcairy rfghing, but, with the exception of a few oaths, 
spoke not a word of complaint. His patience, however, 
was coinpletely exhausted; he requested an audience, 
. and demanded his dismission. 'Under happier pireum- 
Vol. II. 32 



stances, mon General,^ said he, *it would be my ambi- 
tion to serve you, but here I have no chance of showing 
my talents, and I think myself obliged, in honor, to save 
you expense, since 7<}ur wagoner is just as able to^ turn 
the string as I am.' •Believe me, gentlemen,' continued 
the Baron, *the Treasury of America is, at present, just 
as empty as my kitchen was at Valley Foi^c; and Mr. 
Morris wisely retires, thinking it of tery Kttle Conse- 
quence tuho turns the string.* " 

Tb the instances given by Judge Peters, of the happy 
arrival of supplies for the army, at the moment that tney 
were most needed, I would add another occurrence de- 
rived from the same authority. **Onour entering Phi- 
ladelphia, in JUne 1778, after the evacuatioh by the Bri- 
tish troops, we were hard passed for ammunition. We 
caused the whole city to be ransacked in searcb of car- 
tridge paper. At length, I thought of the ^arrets^ &c. 
of old printing offices. In that Cnce occupied as a lum- 
ber room by Dr. Franklin, when a printer, a vast collec- 
tion waj discovered. Among the mass was more thaii 
a cart body' load of sermons on defensive ufor, preached 
by a famous Gilbert Tenant, during an old British and 
French war, to rouse the colonists to indispensable ex- 
ertion. These appropriate manifestoes were instantly 
employed as ctoes for muskit cartridges, rapidly sent to 
the army, came most opportunely, and were fired away 
at the battle of Monmouth agiunst our retiring foe. 

Garden's Rev, JrUc 

ADDRESS 
Delivered before theBlocklev & Merion JgrieuUural iSfco-* 

ety, on Saturday, Sept. 20M,1828, on the death of their 

late Presideni, the HON. RICHARiy PETERS— B^ 

Samuil Breck, Vice President of the Society. 
Gs3rrLEXs:r : — 

I may be excused, 1 hope, for offering of my own ac^' 
cord, to address Vou on the recent loss of our President.' 
As the second ofecer in the Society, it becomes, in some 
measure, my duty, to notice the melancholy eveii^ That 
eminent and worthy man — so well known tous—sd^ 
much beloved By us; who, fdr forty yeat» has so useful- 
ly and affectionately associated with Us, has, at t good 
old age, paid the debt of nature. 

Death, perhaps, at no time stiikes a victim, however 
obscure, who does not leavC some s6rr6win^ surviver: 
none so desthute of friehds, as to' descend to the grave 
wholly unlamented. How deeply, then, should we 
mourn the loss of a man, so remarkably disUngmshed a* 
the late President of this Sftiety. 

Upon an occasion so solemn, and tb us so afflictive/ 
^e ought not to be satisfied with an ordinary notice: it 
is fit that we should dwell, somewhat at length, on the 
prominent jiassdges of such a man*tf*life; that we should 
recall to our minds the deeds of patriotism, of public 
s{)irit, and general usefulness, which have marked hia 
lengthened career. This 1 shall attempt, tod,howa6-' 
ever imperfectly, 1 beg you to indulge me t^ith a hear- 
irig. 

Richard Peters, who died on the 22d of Aurast* it 
his residence in filockley, was bom m tlie month <w Jiine,' 
1744, in the same house in which he expired; atod had»' 
consequently, parsed, by a few months, the great age of 
eighty-four. He received his education in the ciy of 
Philadelphia; and, on entering the active scenes of life/ 
was a good Latin and Greek scholar, and possessed a 
knowledge of the French And German languages. 

Having adopted the law as a profession, his aCquun* 
tance with the Germiii greSitfy facilitated his country 
practice; while his intuitive smartness, and steady indui-' 
try, placed him in the front rank of the young practi- 
tioners of the day. He Bad an uncle who was Secreta^ 
ry of the Colonial Government, and whose office was, bv 
I think, connected-with^he land department This un- 
cle was fond of young Peters, and occasioiiAlly charged 
him with a part of the duties of his office. It was here, 
no doubt, that he became fanuliar with the land titi«f^«f 
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tbe province, and laid the foundation of the reputation 
he acquired in afler tinies, of possesbitig an intimate 
}:now]edge of the land laws of the commonwealth. — 
These ftvocationsy however, were tpimient, and did not 
cause any relaxation in his professional pursuits, on the 
contrary, they were made the means of extending his 
acquaintance with influential men in tltc interior of the 
colony, and enabled him to follow, very profitably, the 
Courts of Justice, into all the surroujiding counties, 
where his fluent conversation in German, extensive 
Imovledge of the provincial grants and kindred laws, 
brought him into practice, and in due time competently 
rewarded his labours. 

On those circuits, he was accustomed to display his 
Unfiralled wit. The playfulness of his conversation, 
Always enlivened by flaslies of the gayest pleasantry, 
was forever quick and unrestrained, and varied by casts 
of true humor; sometimes as broad and well enacted as 
the most exa|;gerated farce, and at others convolved in 
double meaning, fitted only for the ready perception of 
the most practised ear and polished taste. Thus distin- 
guished, ouf young friend became a favourite with all 
classes. 

It was about the time when this briUiant talent was 
already conspicuous; a talent that never af^er forsook 
Jimi, even whilst age was wasting his tottering frame; 
It was at this period of youthful buoyancy, that a confer- 
ence was held with the Indians of the six nations, at Fort 
Stanwix, in the province of New York. Our lamented 
friend accompanied tlie delegation from Pennsylvania. 
During the negotiation of the treaty, he insinuated him- 
self so much into tlie good graces of the Indian chiefs, 
and became so entirely acceptable to them, by hi^light- 
bearted jests, and sportive behaviour, that even those 
•edate redmen relaxed their rigid carriage, and unbend- 
ing for a moment the usual severity of their characters, 
proposed to adopt him into their tribes. The offer was 
accepted, and Mr. Peters was formally iiUroduced to 
his new relations, receiving from them,*in alhision to his 
amusing: talkativeness, tlie appropriate name of Tigoh- 
iiaSt which means Varoquei, 

He used to say, that these Indians called the great 
William Penn, Ona8, the name of quill, or pen, in their 
Iang\iage; whereas, added he, on my adoption, they 
have been more complimcntal, for they have given me 
the name of the bird and all his quills into the bargain. 

Political difficulties with the mother country, now 
compelled every man to choose his side. Mr. Peters, 
although rather intimately associated with the proprie- 
tary government, which wa» chiefly royal in its feelings, 
did not hesitate to separate himself from it, and join 
the cause of his native country. While many influen- 
tial members of the bar went over to the king, he btept 
forward with zeal in defence of American rights. 

Pennsylvania was, in that early day, without a militia. 
The peaceful descendants of Penn, and of his non-re- 
sistent companions, to whose excellent nile and exem- 
plary conduct, the state is so much indebted for its rapid 
growth and present prosperity, had managed its afl'au^ 
even with the fierce^ aborigines, for nearly a century, 
without military aid, or any restraint whatever, other 
than the authority of mild and prudent laws, upheld as 
much by the probity, philanthropy, and unblemished 
demeanour of the law givers, as by any penal provisions 
contained in the statutes themselves. 

But those quiet times were about to be disturbed. — 
Impolitic anfl unjust notions respecting this country ,had 
got possession of the minds of the British ministry, 
which led them to adopt a system dcstnictive of our 
rights and fiberties. The cabmet—tlie parliament — the 
press of G. Britain, at that time, misunderstood the mutual 
mterests of the two countries, pretty much as tJicy have 
ever continued to do from that day to tliis. "Having 
their ears full of pride and airy fame," they treated us 
with *8curril jests, and matched us in comparisons with 
dirt, to weaken and discredit our expostulations." — The 
colonial disputes were pushed to extremity. It became 



necesaary to arm. Mr. Peters voluBteeied wkh iiift 
neighbours, and when they assembled for the purpow 
of organization, he waa chosen their captain. Hit mili- 
lary career, however, was short. A mind so gifled# 
studies so essentially 6tted for^the civil departments o^ 
government, as those of Mr. Peters, soon removed bioi 
ftooi the camp to tlie cabinet. Congress placed faim at 
the Board of War, where his services for many yeart^ 
during the struggle for independence, have been acknoW' 
ledged by a solemn vote of tlianks by that illastfkws 
body ; services that can have been only properly appr*^ 
ciated by thosfe who knew, like his fellow labourers, tb« 
destitute state of the country, and consequent diflkiiP 
ties in the execution of his duty as adjunct war niaU- 
ter. 

Who among us that has associated with our late tck- 
rable friend, has not oflen heard him advert to tbM giao-^ 
my period of our history, in language of trepidation and 
doubt! At one time the army was without powder^ St 
another, lead; and always food or clothing was wanting. 
These were daily requisitions, to which no other answer 
oAentimes could be given, than that the public stece* 
were empty. To illustrate the naked state of our m^ 
gazines, and mental anguish of our public function«ri«» 
at that critical time, 1 will give yon, very nearly m the 
words of Mr. Peters, a revolutionary anecdote** whidr 
I thought sufficiently curious to note in writing, on the 
9th of November X823— the day that it was told to BMr 
by him. 

*q was Commissioner of War, he said, in 1779. Gea^ 
Washington wrote to me that all hia powder was wet^ 
and that he was entirely without lead or balk; ao thai 
should the enemy approach him, he must retreat. Wbei» 
I received this letter, I was going to a grand gala at tbw 
Spanish ambassador's, who lived in Mr. Chew's fiaehopse 
in South Third street The spacious gardens were ta- 
perbly decorated with variegated lamps; the edifice it- 
self was a blaze of light; — the show was splendid; bal 
my feelings were far from being in harmony with all this 
brilliancy. I met at this party, my friend Robert Morm^ 
who soon discovered the state of my mind. Tou are 
not yourself, tonight, Peters; what's the matter?* aakcdT 
Morris. Notwithstanding my unlimited confidence ta 
that great patriot, it was sometime before I could prevail 
upon myself to disclose the cause of my depression; but 
at length I ventured to give him a hint of my inability to 
answer the pressing calls of the commander in chie^ 
The army is without lead, and I know not where to gel 
an ounce to supply it: the general must retreat for waal 
of ammunition. 'Well, let him retreat,' replied the hi|hr 
and liberal minded Morris: 'but cheer up: there are n» 
the Uolkar privateer, just arrived, ninety tons of lead, 
one half of which is mine, and at your service;- the re- 
sidue you can get by applyingto Bliur M^Claaaghan^ aa^ 
Holkar, both of whom are in the house with us/ 

I accepted the off^^r, from Mr. Morris, said Mr. CofB- 
missioner Peters, with many thanks, and addressed aqr- 
self immediately to the two gentlemen who owned the 
other half, for tiieir consent to sell; but they had already 
trusted a large amount of clothing to the cootinealal 
Congress, and were unwilling to give that body any fiir- 
thcr credit. I informed Morris of their refusal. TeHf 
them,' said he, that I will pay them for their share.'— 
This settled the business; ^e lead was deKvered; I seff 
three or fonr hundred men to work^who mantifiict«ie# 
it into cartridge bullets for Washington's army, to whiclh 
it gave complete relief." 

The sequel of this anecdote shows, that the sapply 
was entirely accidental. The Holkar privateer was at 
Martinico, preparing to return home, when herCaptaiar 
Matthew Lawler, who is still living, had this lead ofier- 

• This and a subsequent anecdote were in type before 
we were favored with Mr. Breck's add ress although 
substantially the same — some particulars are added hj 
Mr. Breok, which induce us to give the ancodotosssra- 
lated by him. 
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«dto him fbr ballast Uncertain, however, whether 
the market would not be overstockefV by arrirala from 
Eiiroi»e^ he at first rejected it; biit after some persua- 
iion received it on board. 

What thanks' do we not owe to such men! Peters, 
watchful, diligent, devoted — toils unceasingly for his 
cotmtry's good. Morris, generous to prodigality, ven- 
tures bis all in the holy cause! Happily for America, 
such aoble-apirited citizens were numerous in those 
<lays, Proridence seemed to have enriched the land 
with them in every section. As they pass fh)m us, it 
is assaredty due to their memory, to dwell for a moment 
cMi the mighty debt of gratitude we owe them. 

Some other passages in the life of the celebrated st^b- 
ject of this memoir, may appositely be placed here, as 
Ittving partteular reference to the post occupied by him 
4lormg the gfreater part of the Revolutionary War. 

On the 18th of June 1778, Mr. Peters entered Phila- 
delphta, at the very time the enemy was evacuating the 
plaee. He went there under a strong escort sent with 
htm by General Washington. His object was to secure 
dkrthing and stores, secreted by our friends, who had 
remained in the city; and to purchase every thing that 
he could from the dealers. He succeeded in fuHiUing 
the wishes of the American general-in-chief. Arnold 
took command of the city a few days after, while Mr. 
Peter* returned to York* in this state, where Congress 
then held its sessions. 

" I lefk," says Mr. Peters, (in a letter to a friend,) 
** fifty tlumsand dollars to the order of Arnold, for the 
payment of the clothing and stores. The traitor seized 
those articTes, and never paid for them, but converted 
the greater part of the money to his own use: among 
others, to buy the country-seat of Mr. M'Pherson, on 
the Schuylkill. Colonel Pickering and I detected him 
in ordering stores and provisions out of the public maga- 
zinetf, to fit out privateers of his own, and fbr his extra- 
<vagant family establishment; An attempt to stop this 
robbery, produced between me and Arnold an open 
quarrel I did not conceal, but wrote to head-quarters 
my want of confidence in Arnold. When his traitorous 
conduct at West Point became public, neither Cokmcl 
Pickering nor myself were the least surprised at it. He 
was placed in that command, at the solicitous request of 
respectable' New Yorkers, who knew only liis military 
character, which I always deemed overrated far beyond 
its real merit.** 

Mr. Peters's etcrtions became peculiarly meritorious 
end useful, at the tin^e when General Washington sud- 
^nly changed bis intended attack on New York, to 
that of Yorktown, in Virginia. We all know that this 
movement closed the war. De Grasse, with his fleet, 
ofieted to co-operate to the south, provided the Ameri- 
can army could be immediately put in motion, to act in 
concert with the fleet. His cruise off the Chesapeake 
he.sud would be short; and whatever the land forces in- 
tended to damust be done quickly. At this crisis there 
were no battering cannon ready; no means of transport- 
ing the army which lay at Morristown in New Jersey; 
no money in the national treasury or military chest. Let 
6ie plan of refief be told in Mr. Peters's own words, as 
extracted from a letter to General Harrison, of tlie date 
' of 12th of January 1818. 

••In the journals of Congress of July 1781," says Mr. 
Peters, **a member of the Board of War was dh-ccted 
to repair to head quarters, with Robert Morris, superin- 
tendei^t of finance, and consult with the commander in 
choe^ on the subjects therein mentioned. The member 
•f ^e board was myself. 

•*To show you the prostrate situation of our financial 
concerns, I mention that I had not in the chest of the of- 
fice, without interfering with the daily common de- 
nmids for contingencies, a sufficient sum for my outfit 
and ]:^r8ona] expenses. Not foreseeing any extra clsums 
for casualties, I had not provided out of my own funds 
•giunstthem. At Trenton, on our way to camp, I lost a 
I could have ordered one out of the quarter- 



master's stables, but I avoided the example, knowing the 
low state of that department. I was obliged to borwm 
of Mr. Morris -the money necessary to replace my Joea. 
On our arrival at head quarters we had frequent confe- 
rences with the general. I was sooa confirmed, in what 
I had before been convinced of, that our success in the 
contempUted attack on New York, was far worse thalt 
doubtful; and that was the plan of the campiugn, not- 
withstanding historical representations to the contrary. 
Among them, 1 see recently published, • a prqjett of 
Comte Rochambeau,' announcing his having a long 
time precedently, formed a deliberate plan for the for* 
tunate achievement which closed our war. And yet 1 
krunv that the change of the plan at first fixed on for the 
campaign, was sudden and accidental. All our confer 
rences were predicated on measures solely relating to 
the intended attack on New York.** 

The change of the plan originated with WaslVmgten 
akmc: but let Mr. Peters's own words be again used: 

•* One morning at the beat of reveille, Mr. Morris and 
myself, who occupied the same marquee, were roused 
by a messenger from head quarters, and desired forth- 
with to repair thither. We were surprised at tite cir- 
cumstance; eveiy thing having been the evening before 
perfectly tranquil. We were more so on our meeting 
tlie general, who, the moment he saw me, with expfes* 
sions of intemperate passion, (which I will not repeat,) 
handed to me a letter from the French admiral, w?\o 
commanded six or seven ships at Rhode IskndT * Here,' 
said the general, 'read tliis;you understand the French?* 
then turning away: *so do I now better thaiv ever.* 
Mr. Morris and mpelf stood silent, and not a Kttle aston* 
ished. The letter informed the general that the writer 
had received by an express frigate, arrived fVom ti»e 
fleet of Conrte de Grasse, at sea, orders to join that 
fleet in the Chesapeake, as the Comte had changed his 
destination, on information that the bay of New York 
was dangerous for his heAvy ships; and if any thing 
could be done in the southern qaafters co-operation 
was offered during the few weeks of his intended stay 
in those waters to avoid the West India hurricane sea- 
son*. Secrecy was enjoined, and we went our way. 6n 
returning tb breakfast, we foundthe general as compost- 
ed; as if nothing extraordinary had happened, and mea- 
sures concocting for tlie emergenty. I had often admir- 
ed these conquests over himself. That evening, or | 
think the next day, a letter arrived front the MarquiS 
de LafayeUe, fr6m Virginia, announcing the. arrival of 
the French fleet in the Chesapeake. 1 have seen it as- 
serted, that this was the first intimation, and tax appear^ 
anee of a preconcerted plan was given to it at mmp\ 
This is another inaccurate historical tSiCi. 

*Mn the course of the day, I was asked Igrthe getiei 
ml: *• wdl, what can you do for us, tmrfb* thept&ait 
rhatii^e of circumstnnce'sP* *1 answered, ** please fO inr- 
fbrm me of (her extent of your wairts/ Being, after 
some time, so Informed, generally, I replied: *1 can d* 
every thing with money; nothing without it; but What 
can be transported from hence, must be relied on.* 1 
looked impi-pssively on Mr. Morris, vA\o said, i 1 undei^- 
stand yoH; 1 mustha%*e time to con^der and calculate.' ^ 

Mr. Morris shortly after told the general that he had 
no tangible effects; but if anticipations on the credit of 
his personal engagements would succeed, he could sup- 
ply the means for transporting the army from New Jer- 
sey to the Chesapeake. 

"In a day, or two," continues Mr. Peters,** we left 
camp under injunctions of secrecy, (which wefaithfUlly 
observejJ,) until the general developed his final objects 
.ind meilsures to Congress. 

•* On our arrival at PhiladelpTiia, t set to Wo A most 
industriously, and masked the object for a time. By 
the zeal and extraordinary efforts 6f the staff depart- 
ment, particularly that of ordnance and military stores, 
sixty pieces of battering cannon, and a greater number 
of field artillery, were completely provided and finished 
in three or fout* weeks, and as any portion of the tmin 
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WIS re*dy, tent off on its wiy to the southern enter- 
prise. Not a single gun wss mounted on roy arrival at 
Philadelphia, nor a rammer, or a sponge, or other atti- 
raiif nor any considerable quantity of6xed ammunition. 
No European magazine or arsenal, could hare done 
jnort in the time, and under like circumstances. Qene- 
|ttl Knox, who arrived in twelve or fourteen days, had a 
great share of the rperit of this effort. Mr. Morris sup- 
Dlied the monetf or the credit; and withput derogation 
mm the merit of the assistance rendered by state autho- 
rities, it may be truly said, that the financial means fur- 
lushed by him, were the main-springs of transportation 
^nd supplies for the glorious achievement which effec- 
tually secured our independence. He issued his n(dea 
for, I think, one million four hundred thousand dollars. 
They passed freely, and at the value of tpecie, and were 
in time all redeemed. The Bank of North America, 
>rhich he founded, with money supplied from abroad, 
and by taxing the credit of his particular friends, and 
many other good friends to their country, assisted him 
most eminently. We gave our securities to the amount 
of a great proportion m its capital stock. My bond was 
returned to roe only ^ few days ago; amounting, as I 
think, to thirty thousand dollars. Who then, knowing 
these thin^, can doubt of his having been among the 
inott promment saviours of his countiy!" 

Those were times, as Mr. Peters adds, " when toanis 
were plenty, and nmfliea lamentably scarce** The fear- 
less manner in whicn property and personal responsibili- 
ty were risked, is worthj of all praise. It was the tone 
oif the day; a spirit of disinterested love of country pre- 
railed, and a vigilance that no exertions could tire! 

In Deeember, 1781, tir. Peters resigned his post in 
the War OiHce, upon which occasion. Congress — "Re- 
solved, that Mr. Peters letter of resignation be entered 
on the Journal, and that he be informed that Congress 
are sennble of his merit, and convinced of his attachment 
/ to the cause of his country, and return him their thanks 
for his long and faithful services in the War Depart- 
ment." 

Afler Mr. Peters led the War Office, he w^a elected 
p, member of Congress, and assisted in closing nmch of 
the business of the war, and of the welcome peace. 

Public services, even in oi^r own day, when all is peace 
and plenty^ are too often accompanied by pecuniary 
loss. What, then, must have been the sacrifice, in the 
turbulent timfss to which I have just alluded! It was, 
as Mr. Peters used emphatically to call it, " burning tlie 
candle at both ends." But the reward was indepen- 
dence; — exemptions from the heretofore vexatious rule 
of a govi^mroent a thousand leagues off; — tlie liberty to 
steer the vessel of state by our own compass: — this was 
a prize worth every sacrifice. We know the value of 
it| and we know how to cherish reverentially and affec- 
tionately the memory of thase excellent men, who so 
willingly oflrere4 the sacrifice, and so noblj achieved the 
prize ! This cannot be too often repei^ted. 

The war left us in an unsettled state, which the good 
sense of the people soon put in order, by the organiza- 
tion of a new government under the present Constitu- 
tion,^ The great Washington, our first President, in 
looking around him for suitable men to fill the posts in 
his gfift, selected Mr. Peters for the judgeship of the 
District Cpurt of Pennsylvania. This be accepted, al- 
though he ^as desirous' to take up his profession, and 
enjoy some respite from public labour. Since the 
peace, his fellow citizens had sent him to the state as- 
sembly, of one branch of which he was speaker, at the 
very period, I think, when he was removed to the Dis- 
trict Court. It was a new sacrifice to the public good; 
for I have heard my venerable friend say, that it com- 

Eorted neither with his wish nor his interest to throw up 
is pursuits at tlie bar, for an office of such small emo- 
lument. He yielded, nevertheless, to the request of 
the President, and assumed the exercise of its duties, 
9vhich he continued until his death; being a period of 
|l)iirty-six years^ during which time he was seldom de 



tained from C^urt by 'sickness, and neT« from any 
other cause. The admiralty portion of his judidal func- 
tions, has been gi^tly simplified and hnproved under 
his care; and as a jurist in other matters, his decision^ 
have been applauded here, and confirmed at Washing, 
ton. 

The President who placed him on the bench, knew 
him well, and took great delight in hU society. Whea 
a morning of leisure permitted that great man to drive 
to Belmont, the birth-place and country residence of 
Judge Peters, it was his constant habit so to do. Thec^ 
sequestered from the worid, — the torments and cares of 
business, Washington would enjoy a vivacious, recrea- 
tive, and wholly unceremonious intercourse with the 
Judge; walking for hours, side by side, in the beautifiil 
gardens of Behnont, beneath the dai4^ shade of lofty 
hemlocks, placed there by his ancestors, nearly a ce»- 
tuty ago. In those ronumtic grounds, there stands a 
chestnut tree, reared from a Spanish nut, planted by the 
hand of Washington. Large, healthy, and fruitful, it is 
cherished at Belmont, as a precious evidence of the inti- 
macy that subsii^ed between those distinguished men. 
The stranger who visits those umbrageous walks, 
trimmed and decorated in the style of the seventeenth 
century, pauses amid •• clipt hedges of pyramids, obe-. 
lidu, and bftUs," formed by the evergreen and compact 
spruce, to contemplate this thriving tree, and carry back 
his memory to the gl9rious and virtuous career of hin^ 
who placed it there. 

The duUes of the District Jud^e, particulariy whe» 
associated with the Judge of the Circuit Court, became 
sometimes extremely painful. Two insurrections-— (tha 
on^y ones that have taken place since the adoption of 
the present constitution,) occurred in Mr. Peters*s dis- 
trict. To aid in the suppression of the first, iic fol- 
lowed the army as far as Pittsburg,— the western 
limit of his jurisdiction; and there, with his usual 
promptitude and prudence, very satisfactorily dis- 
charged his official duties. In a few years ader, he was 
called on again to tiy another set of rebels from the; 
northern part of his district. His associate during part 
of the time, was the celebrated Samuel Chase, one of 
the Justices of the Supreme Court of the United States* 
The trial of these deluded insurgents, and the execution 
of the two acts of Congress so well known by the names 
of Alien and Sedition Uws, gave great notoriety to th«5 
Circuit Court of this District. lu proceedings were 
narrowly watched by the political enemies of the Fede- 
ral government, until at length, John Randolph, a memr 
her of the House of Kepresentatives from Virgtni% 
thought he saw cause of impeachment in the conduct of 
its judges. Articles were agreed upon by the House of 
Representatives, and sent up to ^he Senate against Sa^ 
muel Chase; and great pains weve taken to include Mr« 
Peters. Indeed the House inserted bis name at one 
time; but on proper investigation it was withdrawn, un- 
der a conviction that no tause of «accusation existed: oo 
the contrsry, when the examination took pl^ce, it was 
found that bis judicial course had unifonxvly been mark- 
ed by prudence, decorum and moderation. 

The violence of the times, the irksomeness of the 
Court duties, the vituperative or thankless voice of the 
then governing party, might have discouraged an ordi- 
nary mind; or at least have limited its action strictly to 
the business of the bench. Not so with Judge Peters. 
Almost at the very moment when political strife was at 
its height, we find him promoting, and chiefly directing, 
one of the most beautiful and most useful improvements 
in the state. 1 allude to the permanent-means of com- 
munication, created in the year 1803, between the dtj 
and country, by the erection of the g^eat bridge over 
the Schuylkill, at the end of High street. It belongs 
especially to us who reside on the west side of that rireiv 
to assert the merit of the citizen who originated, supers 
intended, and completed this noble work. Many c^ua 
recollect the delay and the danger of the passsge^ 
twenty-five years ag^, now so fully obviated by ^ 
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splendid structure placed there at a co0t of three huu- 
died thousand dollars! 

Judge Peters, the first President of the Company at 
irhote expense it was built, commenced his service in 
this work, with a zeal and courag^e, which alone could 
conquer the natural difficulty of the water piers; and it 
js proper to notice here, as illustrative of that gentle- 
nan's sagacity and foresight, that to his perseverance, 
(I had almost said management) do we owe the perma- 
nency of that bridge; for, the company discouraged by 
the great expense^ had resolved not to cover it, and go- 
verned by this determination, left it two or three years 
wholly exposed to the weather; so that had not Mr. Pe- 
ters, by constant solicitation, persuaded tliem to g^ve it 
its present defence, its usefulness would have terminat- 
ed in about twenty years; when, decayed and rotten, it 
would bare fallen into the river. But with the cover, 
whidi now protects and ornaments it, it will last a cen- 
liiryor more. 

Before Mr. Peters became a judge; indeed soon after 
^ war closed in 1785, he visited England . His travels 
in that country and the adjoining kingdoms under Bri- 
tish nde, were extensive. He had in charge on this oc- 
canon, a commission somewhat of a public nature, and 
whicta introduced him to the acquaintance of the Pri- 
msite^nd principal prelates of the English Church. Be- 
fore 4hfi revolution, the Protestant Episcopal Church 
in thb coisntry, of which Mr. Peters was a member, was 
governed by the Bishop of London; but when our po- 
litical connexion |was dissolved, no Protestant church 
here would consent to be regulated by a fbreign dio- 
cemsL Bfr. Peters, therefore, was commissioned to ob- 
tain the consent of the British prelates to ordain to the 
boly office of bishop three priests of the American Epis- 
copal church, and thus give to it a canonical succession. 
An act of parliament had already been obtained by the 
Bishop of London, to enable him to dispense with such 
of the usual requisitions as were inconsistent with the 
*n5»g«inc^ of certain citizens of the United States 
who hivd applied for hol^ orders; and about the time the 
higher question of succession Was agitated, the same 
sobjeet was brought before the Danish government, in 
consequence of a conversation between Mr. Adams, our 
then minister to Great Britain, and the Danish minister 
to the same court, to which a ^vourable answer was 
pven; so that the Danish church stood ready in case of 
difficulty, to Confer on our church the necessary powers 
ofEpiscopal succession. But it is believed that this in- 
cident had no influence on the conduct of the British 
government or church, both of which are represented 
by Mr. Peters, in a letter from England dated March 
4th, 1786, as favourably disposed; and subsequently 
coriinned by the courteous and friendly reception of 
the Right Revd. and venerable Bishop White, and his 
eoneaguea, whoTound the Archbishops and all the Bi- 
shops who were consulted on the business, acting with 
the utmost candour and liberality of sentiment; so that 
it is obvious that the English prelates were from the first 
ready and desirous to convey the succession to the Ame- 
rican church; and that the only condition they made 
was, ftat there should not be such a departure, either 
in discipline, worship, or doctrine, as would destroy the 
identity of the two churches, in their spiritual charac- 
ter.* 

While we admire the Christian feeling which charac- 
terized the hierarchy of England at that period, it may 
not be thought inopportune to testify our regret at the 
prejudice which has grown up since, among clergymen 
and theological writers, when they have occasion to refer 
to the American church. Catching the Illiberal spirit of the 
lay journalists, the conductors of some of the British pe- 
riodical^ devoted to church matters, speak of our country 
in language coarse and unbecoming; and one theological 
journal, of wide circulation, and published in London, 



* Thb statement was furnished in substance by a 
mosi respectable Episcopal clergynun. 



reviews a sermon of the Bishop of New York, by deny- 
ing to him, throughout the review, the prelatic title of 
Bishop, as if too sacred, or of too high a dignity, for a 
people, whom it purposely treats with disrespect. This 
critic sneeringly calls the widely-extended and flourish- 
ing Episcopal Church of the United States, governed as 
it IS by ten bishops, and more than four hundred ordain- 
ed clergymen — planted over thousands of miles: — 
sneeringly calls it, I say, ** aii obscure church on the hor-, 
ders of a tmldemesi." 

Mighty as has been the growth of this empire; pros- 
perous as have been all Its institutions; a wilful blind- 
ness and inveterate prejudice, I had almost said a propen- 
sity to falsehood, seize on the minds of the writers of 
England, whenever they refer to our happy land. Why 
are these taunts so often the theme of their statesmen, , 
as well as their critics? Can they be aware of the injus- 
tice they do us?— of the ahenation of affection and kin- 
dred feeling which they work here ? Or do they gfrievo 
and scold because we get along too fast for them^ If it 
be envy that produces this tone of sarcasm and contume- 
ly, I know not when it will cease; but \S it arise froni 
pride of wealth and numbers, it must soon stop; for the 
day is near at hand, when an equality of power in po- 
pulation and Hches, will place us on a par; and then 
they may think us fit to be counted **ai cf the same fa- 
ther's house." 

We now approach, gentlemen, a period in the life of 
our departed President, which brought us into close in- 
timacy with him. It was a long period of wide-spread 
usefulness, in which he moved almost without a rival. — 
As a practical farmer, Mr. Peters had from time to 
time communicated the results of the experiments made 
at Belmont, to such of his neighbours as chose to profit 
by them; but he had not written much, if any thing, 
upon ag^culture, before the year 1797. His first pub- 
lication was then made, and contained a statement of 
facts and opinions in relation to the use of Gypsum. — - 
This pamphlet circulated widely, and produced such a 
change in husbandry, by introducing the culture of clo- 
ver, and other artificial grasses, as give, we all know, a 
magical increase to the value of farips. Estates which 
uutil then were unable to maintain stock, for want of 
winter fodder, and summer pasture, were suddenly bro't 
into culture, and made productive. Formerly, on a farm 
destitute of natural meadow, no stock could be support- 
ed; and even where natural meadow existed, the oam 
yard was exhausted to keep up sufficient fertility, (in the 
absence of irrigation,) to feed a very few hofses and 
black cattle » , '' 

Such was the situation of our husbandry, for some 
years after the revolution. It is proper to advert to it, 
that we may understand the fbll extent of our obligfation 
to the Judge. In the year 1770, he was shown the ef- 
fects of gypsum on clover, in a city lot, occupied by Mr, 
Jacob Barge, on the commons of Philadelphia. 

The secret of its powerful agency, came from Ger- 
many, where it was accidentally discovered. Mr. Peters 
obtained a small quantity, which he used successfully, 
and gradually promoted its consumption, until by his 
example, and his publications, the importation from No- 
va Scotia alone, into the single port of Philadelphia, 
increased to the enormous amount of fourteen thousand 
tons annually. This was before the discovery of that 
fossil in tlie United States. 

Inquire in the counties of Chester, Lancaster, and 
others around us, where clover is so beneficially cultiva- 
ted, how much is due to tliat excellent man, for the 
great pains he took to extend the use of gypsum > On 
this subject, I very recently transmitted to the Judge, a 
testimonial of gratitude from one of the most intelligent 
persons of Lancaster; who unhesitatingly ascribes to 
Mr. Peters's book on plaister, and his other ag^cuhuraj 
«ssay«, the merit of having produced a good part of the 
rich cultivation, for which that county is so celebrated. 
But his rural li^bours were not confined to the tilth of 
the ground; to the mer^ variety of grasses, or alimenial 
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improvement of the soil which produced them; for we 
find him zealously employed, in mending' by crosset, 
the breed of sheep and otlier animals. To him was con- 
fided the care of the broad tail Barbary rams, procured 
At Tunis, by General Eaton. The Judge placed them 
advantageously, and pressed on the farmers, by repelited 
written exhortations, the propriety of using them. 

In order to appreciate properly the industry of this 
jrentteman. in treating on husbandry and matters auxi- 
liary to it, we must consult his voluminous communica- 
tions, published in the Memoirs of the Philadelphia 
Ag^cultural Society. Take, for instance, the fii-st vo- 
lume. There, we find him discussing with his accus- 
tomed animation, and clear and elegant style, the follow* 
ing topics: — 

On Iloven cattle. 

On Peach trees. 

On Yellow water in horses. 

On Gypsum. 

On the thickness, cement, and materials of walls. 

On Orchards. 

On Coarse flour. 

On Brown bread. 

<On the force of habit, as it relates to esculents. 

On new herbs & shrubs appearing after firing woods. 

An trench ploughing. 

On Hemlock for live fences. 

Bemarks on, anrl plan of, a stercorary. 

On changes of timber and plants. 

On races of animals extinct 

Thesa numerous articles, so various in their character, 
MTtf as I have said, contained in the first volume, and are 
all copiously and ably treated by him. The succeeding 
rolumes are no less rich in original essays on the science 
and art of agriculture, from tlie same prolific pen. Per- 
haps it is not estimating the quantity of his labour too 
high, if we place it at one foiulh of each volume; the 
quality of thesa productions, must be valued according 
to theu: wide circulation, and great popularity. 

This distinguished citizen, always active in promoting 
objects of pubUc utility, founded our Society, and pre- 
sided over It from the day of its creation until his deatJi. 
you, gentlemen, will, one and all, I confidently a&scrt, 
fliost readily and most gratafully bear witness to his con- 
atant solicitude for the advancement of the objects of 
our association. How often has be pressed tui to attend 
to them ! His superior sagacity could discover a useful- 
ness in labours, which we had not before thouglit impor- 
tant. When, at length, we yielded to his wishes, and 
consented to register tiie occurrences on our farms, how 
louch information was elicited! The improvement de- 
rived from tliis mutual examination, was acknowledged 
by us all. It is mucli to be regretted, tliat these busi- 
ness-like meetings have of late been few & far between- 
But such as they were, and transient as they now are, I 
dare refer to the records for proof of their solid worth. 
What, thoup^h they have been followed by occasional 
Cstlessness, mdifference, or non-attendance, that bafiled 
the later efforts of our good President; may we not re- 
member that our early zeal, though short-lived, was sa- 
kitary! Can we not revive it? Let us try, if it be only 
to show our love for the man who first inspired it. Our 
opinions on rural matters; our knowledge of agricultu- 
lail hctSf then so finely communicated, stand on record; 
we then possessed the attributes, as well as the name, of 
ap Agricultural Society. Those communications, evin- 
ced by thair variety, their practical meaning, their good 
sense, and not unfrequentfy, their novelty; the rich fimd 
of information among us in the concerns of husbandry, 
and show how profitably it may be again employed.— 
We have but to will it, in order to restore it to its for- 
mer usefulness. 

Having endeavoured to portray Mr. Peters as a pa- 
triot, a legislator, a jurist, and a finrmer, it regains to 
speak of him as a man in social life* 



Unceremonious, communicative, ftiendly, we who 
have so often shared in tlic delight of his onequaUed 
companionship, imder this roof, and at the festive baud, 
when, at our annual dinners, he ^[radually rose in hifarity 
and noisy mirth, with the wine drinkers, bv drinking hi». 
self, as he would playfully say, like a fish; accoin|Nmy. 
ing our libations of Madeira, with draughts of water; 
we can testify to his wondcrfid flow of wit, joviahy, sad 
laughter-inspiring spirit. It was on those occasioni^ tlat 
for a long evening •'he talked with fluency mere pas,** 
mere joke and frolick. He needed no artificial aiii, 
where nature had been so liberal; and with las gMd of 
xjoaier by his side, he kept pace in merriment with tbe 
company he was exhilarating; raid this too, when an oc- 
togenarian! Indeed, it was only with the lamp of life 
that this love of jest became extinct. Yet, so well fivied, 
in such good taste, was all this gaiety, that no want of 
digfnity or decorum was ever known. It was a spoata- 
ncous effusion, so natural and so pleasing, that it msde 
you love the man you already respected. 

As a husband — ^a parent — a neighbour*-a sniceit 
Christian — there was, in reference to Judg« Fetcts, bil 
one voice. Every one united in praising his domeslic 
and religious virtues. 

Here I conclude, with many thanks for your IndtU* 
gence, and the hope that a life so usefolly spent, wM 
be contempkted by us, as eminently worthy of lOHti' 
tion; if not in all its varieties, at least in such portianf ts 
we may be able to copy. 

PUOCEEDINGS OF COUNCILS. 
Thursday evening, Oct. 18th, 1828. 

At a stated meeting held this evening, the foDowiog 
committees were appointed. 

STANDING COMMITTEES. 

Watering Commit lee. — Hale, Wilfiams, Garret, To- 
land, Burden, Cave, Coryell, Moss. 

Ways and Means. — Thompson, Kittera, Afifler, Hcrt- 
zog, Wa^msley, Horner. 

ravintr. — Johnson, Baker, O'Neill, Maitland,Wil]isrof, 
Garret, Worrcl, NefT. 

Accounts. — Walmsley, Graff, Scott, Thompson, Bead, 
Richards. 

3farAre/5.— Bladen, Cook, Wainwright, Garret, Wil- 
liams, NefT. 

Library. — Page, Snyder, Read, Tolar.d. 

Fire (Jompaniea. — Baker, Hertzog, Coryelt, Resd, 
Richards, Neff. 

JOINT COMiUTTEES. 

Franklin <S7ttflre.— Williams, Worrell, WaiBvrq;iit, 
Cook. 

Washington and MUtenhouse. -^ToisMd^ UiUer^ Hor- 
ner, Giaff. 

Logan and Fenn, — Cave, Walmsley, Kitters, Biek- 
ards. 

State House and Lidependence Square, — Burden, Pifr, 
Kittera, and Read. 

Drawbridge Zo/,— O'Neill, Scott, Thompson, G•^ 
ret. 

Lombard street Lois. — Johnson, Miutland, Millfir, Wor- 
rell. 

Chesnut 6f Mulberry street Wharves. — Okieobvigh, 
Bladen^ Toland, Richards. 

WiU's Legaey. -^liesid, Thompson, Walmsley, Hosa 

Messrs. O'Neill, Johnson, Thompson, and NefT, were 
appointed a conimitte to superintend the repairs of the 
State House. 

A petition from the constables of the city praying for 
remuneration of expenses incurred by them in the Ward 
Elections, was referred to Messrs. Kittera, Worref^agf. 
and Bladen. 

Messi^. Maitland and Thcanpson were appointed a 
committee to superintend the repairs making to the Couth 
Second street Market houses. 
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Ifr. iobraon lubnutted the following resolution. 

Resolved, by the Select and Common Council that o 
Joint Committee of four members from each council be 
appointed to inquire if any and what alterations are ne- 
ceiMiy to be made in the several ordinances and sup- 
plements to ordinances providing* for the appointment 
of diy commissioners, And prescribing their duties: and 
that t^e sidd committee have leave to report by bill or 
otberwiae. 

Mr. Johnson said that he brought forward this resolu- 
tion in justice to himself and the other members of the 
late c^ouncils. As long back as 1802, an ordinance was 
pa«ed prohibiting tlie city commissioners in the most 
positiTe terms from being concerned cither directly or 
jndirectiy in contracts for the execution of public work, 
(here Mr. J. read an extract from the ordinance.) It is 
well known that reputed abuses by the city commission- 
ers, had considerable bearing on the late election, and 
our constituents^ said Mr. J., call on us to probe the mat- 
ter to bottOHL He could not think it possible there had 
been abuses to the extent reported, but he believed great 
amendments might be made intlie system. None but 
men of integrity and capacity should be appointed city 
coramissioners, and as the character of sucH citizens is 
valuable to the commimity, they ouglit to be protected. 

The resolution was adopted, and Messrs. Johnson, 
Oldenburg, Maitland, Pag^, Thompson, Kittera, Garret, 
and Richards, appointed the committee. • 

Mr. Joluison submitted the following: — 

Whereas a number of the owners of property fronting 
on certain streets, recently paved, have not complied 
with the existing ordinances in relation to the paving of 
the footways. 

And whereas it is deemed necessary for the comfort 
md convenience of the citizens generally, that said foot- 
ways should be paved. 

Therefore, Resolved, that the city commissioners be, 
and they are hereby directed, forthwith to give due no- 
tice to such owners of property and to cause all sucli 
footways to be paved agreeably to the ordinances now 
in full force on that subject. 

Mr. Baker doubted tlie expediency of adopting this 
resolution, as there was at this moment a g^eat scarcity 
of paving brick, and giving the commissioners this pow- 
er might subject many citizens to inconveniences. 

Mr. Johnson replied that the resolution gfavc the com- 
misuoners no new power. It was an act of assembly 
which prescribed that the pavements should be made. 
On a future occasion, he woidd, perhaps, be under the 
necessity of bringing before councils, the names of cer- 
tain men who held Jai-ge estates acquired by inheritance, 
and who, he thought, evaded the law, by means of deeds 
given to persons long since dead. Many large property 
holders importuned councils, to pave tlte stieets in front 
of their property. By paving the cari iage way, the va- 
lue of their property was increased in some instances as 
much (we understood Mr. J. to say) as twenty five per 
cent but they evaded the law, by only setting the curb- 
stones: and the poor nvm who complied with the law 
in making a foot pavement in front of his own house, 
could not pass in fi*ont of the adjoining lot without being 
up to his ears in mud. The late councils had petitioned 
the legislature on the subject, but the operation of the 
act had not been precisely such as was desired. 

Mr. Bladen inqinired what necessity thei-e could be 
for passing the resolution, if the object was provided for 
by the act of assembly. 

The President replied that it was customary to pass 
resolutions dorcting the city commissioners to carry into 
effect the acta of assembly. 

The resolution was adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Walmsley, a committee of two was 
appointed to examine the minutes of the late council, 
and report on its imfinished business. 

Lyda R. Bailey was re-elected printer to the common 
couaciL-^PAi/. Uaz» 



EDUCATION WITH MANUAL LABOR. 

An association has been formed in this city for the 
purpose of establishipg a school in whicji manual lab<>r 
is to be connected with the elements of a libera] edu6r- 
tion. We subjoin the articles of association adopted «t 
a late meetings and a letter from Ret. Dr. Alexander 
containing his views of the importance of stich an estalr- 
lishment. A committee has been appointed to etamiA* 
and report suitable places of location for the School. 
Articles of Association, 

For the finrfiose of establishing near the city of 
Philadelfihia, a iichool in which manual labour 
is to be connected with the elements of liberal edu- 
cation. 

Art 1. The stock of this association shall be dK- 
vided into shares of §20 each, payable, if only oMe 
share be subscribed, at the time of 8ub.scribing«- if 
more than one, the half payable as before and the 
other at the end of twelve months^ 

2. The primary object of the school shall be to 
furnish instruction to young men whose ultimate 
aim is the ministry of the gospel, whilst others of 
respectable talents and good moral character may 
be admitted, as far as may be deemed consistent/ 
with the main object. 

3. Every pupil shall be required to employ,- in* 
agriculture,horticulturc or mechanicks not less thao 
three nor more than four hours each day, on an av-' v 
erage. The avails ol his labour shall be applied to ' 
the payment of his board and of the other cj^penses' 

of the school. 

4. The truths of divine revelation and practical 
religion as well as the rudiments of the arts ilndl 
sciences shall be diligently & prudently inculcated. 

5. The further details of the institution shall be 
committed to a Board of fifteen Trustees to be elect- 
ed by the stockholders annually and^who shall re- 
port their transactions at each annual meeting of 
the Association. 

6. The first meeting of the stockholders shall be 
called at such time and place as shall be designated 
by a committee appointed for that purpose. 

7. Subscribers may transfer their shares at pleas- 
ure; but not without the consent of two thirds of 
the stockholders, present at an annual meeting. 

8. Each share shall entitle the holder to a vote 
in all the transactions of the association. 

Dr,Alexander\s Letter^ 

Princeton October 11, 18!^8. 
Rev. and Dear Sir, 

Understanding that yea wish to have some ex^ 
pression of opinion from roe, relative to the expe- 
diency of establishing schools or academies in 
which manual labor shall be made an essential* pari 
of the system of exercise and discipline, I take 
pleasure in saying, that such institutionfr appeal^ tv 
me, to be calculated to promote the cause of Kteitt-r 
ture, in no small degree. 

The public miud isr perhaps, prejudieed against 
all pretensions to new and easy methods of acqui- 
ring learning; and many may be disposed to reject 
this scheme without an impartial considef&tioii^ 
because it is new. But it ought to be remerobereil 
that according to this plan, no innovation, what- 
ever, upon the common course of classical edvcatioii 
is contemplated. The only novelty in t^e rMsfito- 
tion is, that agricultural or mechanical labor is made 
the duty of every pupil, fora few hours in each day. 
And this is onl^ a proTisioA for carrying into effect 
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"What all acknowledge to be vitally important in se- 
minaries of learning, namely, that the body &hould 
be exercised, every day, as well as the mind. The 
importance of a good system of exercise for stu- 
dents, has been s6 deeply felt of late years, that an 
artificial system of gymnastic exercises has been in- 
troduced into many institutions of learning, and has 
been productive of excellent effects on the health of 
students. But why resort to laborious exercises 
"which require considerable expense and are pro- 
ductive of no profit, when the same labor or exer- 
cise may be so directed as to accomplish several 
important ends, besides the promotion of health? 
If two^ three or four hours ought to be spent in 
he^thful exercise, why not employ those hours, 
daily, in the pleasant occupations of horticulture, 
agriculture, or mechanics? In those occupations, 
there is much less danger of hurtful accidents than 
in gymnastic or in the common sports of boys. And 
it can be no matter of doubt to any one, that the la- 
bors of the field and of the garden are as salubrious 
ias any other mode of exercise. And certainly, if 
cnly so much of the students' time be appropriated 
to these labdiirs, as bodily health requires, they 
cannot be con^idfered as interfering with their liter- 
aryprogress. They will, in fact, make much bet 
ter progress than if they should attempt to devote 
t^ie whole of their time to study. Besides, the 
knowledge of the operations of agriculture and the 
mechanic afts which would necessarily be acqui- 
red in such a course, would be no contemptible part 
of a good education. There are few men, residing 
in the country, who do not need practical knowl- 
edge of the method of cultivating a farm and a gar- 
den. And as it is desirable to have educated en- 
lightened farmers, who maybe competent to aCtas 
in agist rates, legislators, or arbitrators, the plan of 
uniting a knowledge of farming with a liberal edu- 
tation, h better adapted to the mass of the Artier- 
ican population, than any other. 

But that which chiefly recommends thifi kind of 
seminary is, that tinder good management, it will 
render education so cheap, that every independent 
former will easily have it in his power to give Jiis 
sons a liberal education. By experiment it has been 
ascertained, that arr amount of labor not more than 
is necessary for wholesome exercise, wil be suffi- 
cient to pay for the boarding of a pupil who is over 
15 years of agt. This Scheme will also obviate the 
6bjection which many worthy people make to send- 
ing their sons to classical schools; namely, that they 
are thereby rendered idle and become ever after- 
wards averse to labor. And such a course of life 
as unites attention to agriculture with learning is 
obviously more favourable to sound moral habits, 
than the situation in which young pien are com- 
monly placed at our academies and colleges. Thus, 
air, I have briefly stated the reasons which induce 
me to be a warm friend to such an institution as you 
have been endeavounng to establish; and to show 
that these thoughts are not mere, theory, I would 
state, that it is ray purpose, a4 soon as I find such 
an institution founded in a convenient sitrfation, to 
send otie of my own sons, in preference to sending 
him to any other school. 

A. Alexanbter. 
To the Rev. J. Montcith. 

CULTURE OF THE GRAPE, &c. 

Exiratt to the Editor of the jSmeriean Fanner, doled 
Coi.tJMBiA, (Pa.) Oct. 13th, 1828. 
I am endeavouring to concentrate all the choice varie- 
ties of jgTK^ yinefv both BAtire and foreign^ and racing 



new varieties from seed and I have not the teait doubt bat 
what I shad-' soon have seedimgwnes surpassing the most 
delicious foreign grapes; 1 have now one or two varietiet 
from seed which in my opinion, as table grapes, riTsl 
many foreigners, and as to their quality of Mrithstuuiiiig 
uninjured our winter frost/and summer heats, they havs 
no equal from France or Germany. As the cultivation 
of the vine is beginning to attract considerable attention 
I will contribute a few observations on the subject which 
I hope may not prove altogether uns^ceptable. My be- 
lief (though contrary to the general opinion) is that the 
foreign grapes are mostly injured by the great hett ts 
summer: from the cold we can protect them by cover- 
ing during the continuance of cold weather, but for the 
heat we ha^e no remedy, unless, probably, by p]antiii|* 
them on a north or western exposure, though I koov 
not of the experiment having been tried, but from ob- 
serving in what way nature has planted them I beliere 
it would succeed. All the foreign grapes that I have 
had an opportunity of examining, on east and south ex- 
posures, are annusdly destroyed b^ mildew which I be- 
lieve is occasioned by the sun shining on them wbibt 
they arc wet from dew, whereas on a north or wcit ntn- 
ation they are seldom, if ever, affected by it From aH 
the observations I have been able to make on uneattiv»> 
ted nature, I haVe never yet seen a wild vine fiiUy expo- 
sed to the influence of a meridian sun, on an deviated 
southern exposure, bu.t what had its fruit annually drisd 
and burnt up before it came to maturity, while those 
vines that are fruitful are usually in low wet places, or oa 
the north or west sides of hills sheltered fnjm the 8caTcfa<> 
ing rays of the sun by the shade of trees, pr their owa 
close and thick foliage. Now, to arrive at perfection in 
almost any pursuit, it is generally agreed, to copy after 
nature is our surest guides why then, do we punoe a 
directly opposite course in the cultivation of thevine^ 

COINClf)ENCES. 

The new Constitution of the United 

States, was made and proposed by 12 states. 
Ratified in Pennsylvania by delegates 

from 12countiei. 

Proclaimed at Philadelphia at 12 o'clock 

on the 12th day 

of the 12th month, 

in the . I2th year 

of American indep endence. Jmer. Mumm. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Circuit Court, U. iS'.— Joseph Hopiinson, Esq. bar 
ing been sworh in on Monday ihorhing, October 27, 
by Judge Washington, took his seat on the bench of the 
Circuit Court of the Unit^ States for the eastern district 
of Pennsylvania, as assdeiate judge of said court, in 
room of Richard Peters, Esq. deceased. After the ottli 
of office was administered, Mr. Raw^, as senior mem- 
ber of the bar, rdsc and expressed the gratification of 
himself and his professional brethren at the appointment; 
and their cortfidence in the a^ihties and integ^ty of the 
gentlemkn selected for this important station. To this 
address Judge Hopkinson returned an impresu?e and 
appropriate reply. 

Mw Post Q/^ce.— f fic post office at Berrysbnrg, Diii- 
phirf county, has been re-established, and Jacob Bownui 
Esq. appointed postmaster. . 



Printed every Saturday morning! by William F. Gtd 
des. No. 59 Locust street, Philaddphia; where, and it 
th e Editor's residence, in North 12th st 3d door sooth 
of Cherry st. subscriptions will be thankf«il]yrcceiv«t 
Price five dollars per annum payable in six montlM af^ 
the commencement of publication — ahd annually,- there^ 
afler, by subscribers resident in or near the city, or wltere 
there is an agent. Other subscrll^eiB pay in ad^wioc. 
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PATRIOTISM EXEMPI-iriED 

nr TBX XSTABLI8HMKRT OF TBB 

nttST BANK IBT THE UNITED STATES. 

7%e Plan of the Bank of Penruuhania, eatahiUhed for 
twpphfmgihtearmyoftht UniUaStaUa^ wUhprovinoni 
fir twomontka. 

A nitmber of Cventlemen are to giro their bonds to the 
tlirecton of the Bank, in such sums as each shall think 
proper; binding himself f6r the payment thereof, if it 
ihall become necessary in order to fulfil the engagements 
ftnd discharge the notes or contracts of the Bank. 

These securities shall be extended to the sum of three 
hundred thousand Pounds, PenRS}*Irania Currency in 
Specie, at the rate of seven shillings and six-penCe for a 
Spanish DolUu*. 

Two Directors shall be chosen by the sureties, to con- 
duct the business of the Bank, with such Assistants or 
Clerks, as upon experience may be found necessary. — 
The directors shall provide a propei; place for their count- 
ing-house, books, notes, stationary, &c. They are to 
keep full and fair accounts of all their transactions; cre- 
diting every person's account for money received from 
him; and charging each proper account fbr the monies 
paid. They are authorized to borrow Money on the 
Credit of the Bank, for six months or any shorter pe- 
riodf and to grant special notes bearing interest at the 
rate of six per cent per annum to the lenHers for the 
sum borrowed. They are to keep a fair and regular Cash 
account, which must be settled every night; and one or 
both must count the balance, and see that it is in their 
chest. They muM keep an exact register of all the 
notes they issue, so as to ascertain every nighc the de- 
mands to come against them the next day. They are 
to receive from Congress, such sums as ther may from 
time to- time, allot for the reimbursement of the Bank. 
But when this source and sums occasionally borrowed 
on interest as aforesaid, do not aiforda sufficient supply, 
the Directors are authorised to demand and receive from 
every subscriber of A Gxhxbai. loak to the Baitk, 
such part of his subscription as may be nccessuy to 
make exact payment: Granting to each of the said sub- 
cribers a note, bearing interest as aforesidd, for the sum 
received from him. 

All moiues borrowed and received from Congress, by 
the Directors, shall be applied to the sole purposes of 
purchasing provisions and rum for the use of the Conti- 
nental armv; of transporting them to camp to be deli- 
irered to the order of his Excellency the Commander 
m Chief or of the Board of War; and of dischw^ng 
their notes and the expense of conducting the business. 
And no part of the said monies, or of the notes to be 
issued by the sud Directors, shall by them, or any per- 
son acting for or on behalf of the Bank, be applied to 
any other use or uses, purpose or purposes whatsoever. 
Neither shall they borrow more money, or issue more 
notes than shall be found absolutely necessary for the 
aforeMud purposes. 

The Sureties for the Bank, shall chuse a Factor, who 
shall have the entire management of the purchases; and 
on whose order the Directors are to pay, in money or 
n«te% such sunu, from time to time ; as h« may draw 
for. 

Vol, XL 34 



These draughts will require an imfnediate supply; and 
therefore it is necessary, that the subsclibers to the Ge- 
neral Loan, pay ten pec ct on their subscription^ withirt 
eight days after the date thereof. This will create ^ 
fund to begin with. It must be the constant aim both 
of the Directors in paying, and of the Factor in Ws con- 
tracts, to pass as many notes in payment as possible, wHj 
til Congress can reimburse the Bank: And when that 
shall happen, the notes that shall be out. shall be called 
in, and paid off; the entire accounts shall be made up 
and settled with Concfress, and the bonds of the Surc' 
ties shall be delivered up or cancelled. 

^ The Directors shall execute instruments of writing; 
binding their whole estates for the faithfiil performance 
of their duties; which instniments, and the bonds of the 
Sureties, shall be recorded in the Recorder's office, for 
the county of Philaddphia, and shall be deposited in 
the hands of the Board of Inspectors herein after men^ 
tioned. 

The Board of Inspectors shall consist of five persons^ 
to be chosen by the sureties. This board shill hold 
the bonds of the Sureties safely in their possession, until 
the business be finished and 9<:ttiedf or in case of de-* 
fault, until suits shall be brought and recovery had there- 
upon. 

The Board of Inspectors, or any three of them, shall 
have free access at all seasonable hours, to the books 
and papers of the Bank, and of the Factor, or persona 
employed under him or tbem< They may enquire into 
the maniHsr of managing the business; nuiy g^vc their 
advice and opinion whenever they please; and if they 
think it necessary or proper, may call a general meeting 
of the Sureties, m order to lay the proceedings before ^ 
them, to ask their advice, or to propose new regulations^ 
a change of officers, or any other matter or thing they 
shall judg^ fit. 

The Factor is authorized to have a convenient store 
for his business, and to employ such Agents, Clerks and 
Assistants as, by experience, may be found necessary. 
He shall proceed, with all possible dispatch, to purchase^ 
on the mo^t reasonable terms, flour, beef and poric of 
sound good quality; and in such quantities of each arti- 
cle as may be regulated by the Board of War, until he 
procure in the whole three millions of rations, or as 
much thereof as he can, and three hundred hogsheads 
of rum. Ke shall as expeditiouslv as poasiblei send the 
articles above mentioneo, in sufficient quantities to make 
a load, to Trenton, to the care and direction of 
who shall receive and forward the same to camp, and 
there deliver them to the order of the Commander-in- 
Chief, or of the Board of War: The Factor iupplying^ 
them with money or notes to pay the charges arising on 
such receipt or transportation. 

The Factor is authorised to draw on the Directors for 
specie, Pennsylvania State Money or Continental Money, 
as occasion may require: He and they always taking care 
to understand their ability to honor such <u«ughts. 

He shall provide his store with rum, sugar, coffee, 
salt and other goods at the cheapest whoIeMle prices, 
td be sold at the same prices to those who suppnr him 
with provisions; that he may gain a preference of what 
comes to market. It may be useful in his respect to 
make it known throughout the country, that he is ena- 
bled to make such payments as abovt described. 
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The Factor shall gfive security to the Board of Inspec- 
tors in the sum of ten thousand pounds Pennbylvania 
currency in specie, for the fUiihful discharge of his du- 
ty. He shall keep fair accounts of all his transactions, 
and copies of all his letters; and shall settle with the Di- 
rectors as ohen as they or the Boai^ of Inspectors shall 
think fit 

The Directors, Factor,* and all persons employed un- 
der thrja shall be paid reasonable compensations for 
their time and trouble . But as this association is found- 
ed in the present pubhc necessities, with intention to 
relieve them* as far as its object extends; none of the 
sureties, subscribers to the general loan. Inspectors, the 
gentlemen that shall receive the goods at Trenton, and 
^rward them thence, or other gentlemen that may ^ive 
occasional assistance, mean to derive the least pecuniary 
advantage to themselves or families from this exertion. 
Yet, as It is hoped and expected that ,the United States 
will draw the most essential benefits from it, it is just 
that Congress should pledge the faith of the United 
States, to reimburse the whole cost and charges of this 
transaction in reasonable time, to give such assistance in 
the execution as may be in their power, and such secu- 
rity as the Board of Inspectors may stipulate with them, 
(which tlie said Board are authorized to do) for the in- 
demnification of the sureties of the bank, and the sub- 
scribers to the general loan. 

The Inspectors of Bank are, 
Robert Morris, J. M. Nesbitt, Blair M'Clenachan, Sa- 
muel Miles, Cadwallader Morris. 
Directors. John Nixon, George Clymer. 
Factor, Tench Francis. • 

The execution of tlw plan is in great forwardness. 
WHEREAS in the present situation of public affwrs 
in the United States, the greatest and most vigorous ex- 
ertions arc required, for the successful management of 
the'just and necessary war, in which they are engaged 
with (ireat Britain : We the Subscribers, deeply impress- 
ed with the sentiments that on such an occasion should 
gfovcm OS, in the^rosecution of a war, on tlie event of 
which, our own ^edom and that of our posterity, and 
the freedom and independence of the United States are 
all involved, hereby severally pledge our property and 
eredit for the several sums specified and mentioned after 
our names, in order to support the credit of a Bank to 
be estabhshed for furnishing a supply of provisions for 
the armies of the United States: And we do hereby se- 
verally promise and engage to execute to the Directors 
of the said Bank, bonds of tlie form hereunto annexed. 
Witness our hands this 17th day of June, in the year 
of our Lord, 1780. 

Pennsylvania Currency, payable 
in Gold or Silver. 

Joseph Reed £2000 

Robert Morris 10,000 

BbdrM'Clenachan ^ 10,000 

James Wilson - ' - - - - - 5000 

George Clymer - - - - - - - 5000 

William Bingham 5000 

J. M. Nesbitt and CO. 50Q0 

Richard Peters . : . . . SOOO 

Samuel Meredith .... 1 5000 

James Mease 5000 

Thomas Barclay 5000 

Samuel Morris, jun. 5000 

John Cox - - . . - - 5000 

Robert L. Hooper, jun - . . . 5000 

Hugh Shicll 5000 

Benjamin G. Eyre - . - - 4000 

William Coats 4000 

Emanuel Eyre - - - - - - 5000 



• Neither the Directors nor Factor now chosen by the 
subscribers, arc to have any compensation made tlicm 
for their 8er\ ices. 



John Dunlap . . - 

James Budden 

Cadwallader Morris - ' 

Robert Bass . . - 

Owen Biddle - . - 

John Gibson ... 

Michael Hilleg^ 

Charles Pcttit 

John Mitchell ... 

Matthew Irwin - . ■- 

Thomas Irwin 

John Philip De Hass 

Philip Moore . - . 

Robert Knox - - - 

Joseph Bullock 

John Nixon ... 

Francis Gumey 

George Campbell 

William Lewis - 

John Mease - - . 

John Wharton - -* 

Benjamin Rush - 

T. Lawrence - - - 

Joseph Blewer - - - 

John Pringle - . . 

Bunner, Murray, and Comp. 

Joseph Carson . . . 

Matthew Clarkson 

WiUiam Hall - - •* - 

John Patton . . . 

Thomas Leiper - 

Robert Bridges - 

B. Fuller - - - . 

B. Randolph 

Abraham Bicklcy 

George Meade, and co. / - 

John Bcnczet 

John Donaldson 

Ilcniy Hill 

John Morgfan 

John Steinmetz - 

Samuel Miles 

Samuel Mifflin 

Thomas MifHin 

Andrew Hodge - 

Thomas Willing 

Samuel Powel 

Charles Thomson 

Henry Keppele - 

Francis C. Ilassenclevcr 

Isaac Melcher 

Isaac Moses 

John Schafier 

Alexander Tod - 

John Pur\iance 

Kean and Nichols 

John Wilcox 

Samuel Inglis 

Jonathan Penrose 

Nathaniel Falconer 

James Caldwell 

Samuel Caldwell 

Samuel Penrose 

William Turnbull 

John Shec 

Benjamin Davis, Jun. 

Sharp Delany 

Samuel Morris 

Andrew Doz 

Gerardus Clarkson 

Peter Whiteside 

Andrew Robeson 

Abraham Shoemaker 

Tench Francis - 



4000 
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2000 
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2000 

SOOO 
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4000 

2000 

2000 

2000 
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2000 

2000 

2000 

2000 
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2000 

5000 
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2000 

3000 

5000 

5000 

2000 
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2000 
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2000 
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1000 

1000 

1000 

1000 

1000 

3000 

1000 

2oao 

1000 
1000 
2000 
5500 

JE300,000 
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Form (^a Bond. 

KNOW all Men by these Presents, That I R. P, Esq. 

of the city of Philadelphia, ; am held and 

firmly bound to George Clymcr and John Nixon, Direc- 
tors of the Bank of Pennsylvania, in Pounds, 

of Lawful Money of Pennsylvania, to be paid in Silver 
or Gold Coin, to the said Geoi^c Clyn^er and John Nixon 
or their certain Attorney, Executors, Administrators or As- 
si^W fw which payment well and ti-uly to be made, I bind 
Myself, my Heirs, Executors and Administrators firmly 
by these Presents. Sealed w iih my Seal, dated this 
twenty-second day of June, in the year of our Lord One 
thousand seven hundred and eighty. 

WHEREAS the above bounden R P 



hath by an instramcnt of Writing, bearing date the sev- 
enteenth day of this present month of June subscribed, 
and pledged his Property and Credit, for the sum of 
Five Thousand Pounds in Specie, in order to support 
the Credit of a Bank, to be established for furnishing a 
supply of provisions for the Annies of the United States. 
Nov the condition of this obligation is such, that if the 
said R P , his Heirs, Executors or Adminis- 
trators, shall pay such sums of money, not amounting in 
the whole, to more than the aforesaid sum of Five thou- 
isnd Pounds, as the Inspectors or Directors of the Bank 
of^ Pennsylvania shall from time to time demand. Then 
this Obligation shall be void and of none effect, or else 
shall be and remain of full force and virtue. 

R. r. 
Seakd cM ielivered^ 
in the presence of 5 

WILLM. GRAYSON, 

TIM: PICKERING. 

Of the foregoing persons, only two, viz: William Hall 
md John Donaldson are now living. 

By an adrertiaenient, it appears the Bank opened on 
the irdi July, 1780, in Front street, two doors above 
Wahiut street. Hours 9 to 12 A. M. and 3 to 5 P. M- 
To show the mode of doing busmess, we copy tlic ad- 
▼trtiaement. 

"All persons, who have already lent money, are de- 
sired to apply for Bank notes-, and the Directors requ^t 
the favour of those who may hereafter lodg^e their Cash 
in the Bankr, that they would tie it up m bimdles of bills 
of one denomination, with labels, and their names en- 
dorsed, as the business will thereby be done witli less 
<«Hible and much greater despatch." 

The tenth and last instalment was called in on the 15th 
November, 1780." 

The Bank continued in operation till the establish- 
ment of the Bank of North America. 

AUCTIONS. 
Looking over the other day, the list of names of the 
twelve Auctioneers, now in commission, in the citj', and 
of the duties annexed, amounting to nearly 120,000 dol- 
lars paid bjt them annually, into the Treasury of the 
State, the mind involuntanly glanced bjick to the time, 
when neither Connelly, Footman, Fox nor Yorke, had 
been seen as yet, wielding the auction hammer; when 
the whole auction business of the city of Philadelphia, 
now so populous, was transacted by Col. John Patton, in 
• one stoiy brick house. No. 78 South Front street, as- 
Btted by his two clerks, Charles Patton and J. B.; also 
by Mr. Mitchell, "Crier," salesman and bell-ringer. It 
wu a "day of small things" comparatively, but of greftt 
hnportance at the time; and probably a few reminiscen- 
ces rekdve to auctions in the Olden Tune, may not be 
^acceptable. Colonel John Patton, in his personal ap- 
pearance from the stage, was a very fine military looking 
»tn, with red and powdered hair, and of middle age. 
He had the credit among the purchasers, of being tho*t 
7«ry dignified in his manner, )rct very affable and civil 
w business, or in superintending the stage during the ' 



sales. Charles^ Patton was a young Irish gentleman, of 
fair complexion, with fine white teeth; all civility, gaiety 
and good humor. J. B. was a fine, portly young Eng- 
lish gentleman, with dark red hair; he was spoken of as 
bein^;' very adroit and active in business, showmg a hearty 
civihty to eVery one, without flummery, but with a pene- 
trating, interrogating eye. As was then the fiishion for 
gentlemen, the Colonel and his two aids wore "clubbed 
hair," deeply powdered every morning by the barber— 
that is to say, the hair had been first cultivated until it 
had become of extreme length, then separated into three 
parts, then powdered, twisted, and twined together into 
a kind of three-strand small cable, then doubled up and 
fastened by a riband. When looking to the right, the 
knot and club of hair rolled g^dually towards the left 
shoulder, and vice versa when looking to the left, leav- 
ing the cape and ail between the shoulders, one com- 
plete mass of powdered grease. Possibly it may be as- 
cribed to first impressions, when it is asserted, that these 
powdered "clubs" of hair conferred a certain di^fied 
appearance upon tlie owners, not observable m the 
French Revolutionary "Brutus Crop." Good hand wri- 
ters being scarce, J. B. was celebrated for his writing 
rapidly, in an elegant flowing hand. Though now they 
be as "plenty as blackberries, there was (as remember- 
ed) but one ornamental writer spoken of in the city; 
namely, William Kinncar. 'Twas he who executed 
those holiday notices, fi-amed, no one knows where, but 
preserved carefully for antiquity's sake, and regularly 
suspended for a week before each holiday on the Pillar 
within — The (Old Congress) Bank." 

Mr. ifitchell, the "cner," or salesman, was celebrated 
for his unparalleled dispatch in sales; the brilliant finale 
of his once, twice, going—gone, and the neat tap of bis 
hammer. At that time, catalogue sales of goods, fW>in 
England, were unknown; being about the thne of the 
arrival here, of the Old Alliance, afler her first American 
voyage to Canton, amid the firing of cannon, and hjis- 
zas from the citizens lining the whai*ves. There being 
but one *'City Auction," and the hour of sale known to 
every one, the purchasers used to assemble early, as at 
a funeral, near the door. The "criei*" then came out 
with bell in hand, which he rung for a minute or so; 
then giving what he called one 'hard ring,* he proclaim- 
ed in his loudest tone of voice, *we are just gonig to be- 
gin,* They did not hire a bejl-man to keep the imme- 
diate neighbourhood in irremediable distress, bv his in- 
terminable Jingling, deafening din, for an half hour to- 
gether, without considering for a moment, whether or 
no there might be in the vicinity, some sick prostrated 
being, with imploriftg eye and hand, beseeching some 
one, in faint accents, to go and 'stop that dreadful bell.' 
The 'Northern Liberties Vendue,* by Christian Febi^r, 
was held at No. 204 Nortli Second street, above Vme. 
The vendue in Southwark by John Mease, at the south 
east comer of Front and South streets. Trifling sales 
were sometimes made at Billy Cooper's in Jersey, and 
at the sign of the Fish, over Schuylkill, beyond the High 
street "Floating Bridge.*' At the vendues in the Lib- 
erties, sometimes, one Breneise acted as "crier," and 
sometimes Charles Smith. Breneise was remarkable 
for his Cogniac redness of face; his patient and smiling 
looks; his bell-metal tone of voice, and his untiring 
lungs; during a long sale. Charles Smith was a tall, 
muscidar, square-built man, with a fashionable profusion 
of dark red hair, which he wore 'clubbed,' but without 
powder. A 'cowlick* in front, caused the hair to stsnd - 
erect from above his narrow forehead. He had a blem- 
ish in one eye; a nose rounded at the point; a square 
broad face; a German accent with a lisp; an extended 
mouthy with a smirk upon it at all times, as though in 
possession at the moment, of some merry thought. He 
occasionally exhibited a most quizzical grin, more espe- 
cially afler having, during the time of sale and from the 
stage, discharged one of his keenest shafts of satire %t 
some broad mark, among the crowd below. At such 
times his mouth extended, rounding upwards from ear to 
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(ear, not unlike a very nev moon— or Wilkes, by Ho- 
garth. The most remote comer of the auction room 
was no security from his biting and sarcastic .wit; and 
jione could hinder or avoid his missives. He used to be 
pointedly severe upon those Loungers who haunt the 
auction room to kill time, but who neverbuy, not sparing^ 
even the best purchasers themselves at times, producingf 
ang^r in some and laughter in others, at this incorrigible 
(sUge) Grimaldi. 

About this period the Dry Goods business, consisted 
in regular spnng and fidl importations— of such English 
Goods, as had been ordered out, by tbe Regular Im- 
porting Merchants, and sold by them to the Retailers of 
the city, and to the countiy " Storekeepers"— who 
canie in to buy. Ohio, Kentucky, and Tennessee 
(Merchants,) were as yet unknown in the business. 
They were spoken of as places, or settlements, away 
pff, in tlie '♦ back woods,"— >eyond the Allegheny 
Mountains! — A Trader from thence would be more 
gazed after, and talked to, than one now, arriving from 
Sante Fe, in New Mexico, or the mouth of Columbia 
River. Nov and then, the spectacle of a travelling 
^agon, was to be seen pas«ng through the city; ffuided 
|>y tome restless spirit from the neighbourhood of Cape 
Cod. His wife and children, pots, kettles, and pans, 
vtowed away under cover. His faithful dog in company, 
occasionally vexed and nosed by the city curs, while 
walking With drooping head and ears, between the 
head wheels. The man singing On dismal merriment,) 
fome chorus of a song, about the merry banks of the 
phi — o, — where, at that period of time— 

-*• The Indian's tread 



and descent upon the stage and floor, of handiltil ofbird 
shot which had been thrown against the ceiling, br 
some of the "young reprobates" in the back^grmind. 
One night by one of them shaking a gauze bag filled 
with Scotch snuff ('twas said) against the wall, the 
whole company was seized with a violent fit of «nec»- 
ing, which put an end to the evening's sale, notwrth- 
standing the entreaties for them to stay by old Delap, 
and the maledictions of his clerk, Patndge, agahwt^ 
young scoundrels, as he called them, while scekwg 
hastily around for his Cowskm. LANG SYNE. 
^ [dmtr. Dttihf Mvtr. 



Stole noiseless, and cold, as statued lead; 
With eyes of flame, and panted head 
Midst shout and yeU their blood to shed," 

The importing merchants and others, who wished to 
plose sales, or get rid of some of their ** Old Shopkeep- 
fsrs," used to send their goods to auction privately, or 
linder cover of the night— (What would M". Grundy 
^ay ?) The present auction system — ^be it right or be H 
wrongs — ti^e auction stores, strewed thick a^ the ^utumr 
|ial leaves with mtdtitudinous bales of English merchan- 
dize, and the ^les superintended by agents sent out for 
the very purpose, operating in its course to the detri- 
ment, and final overthrow, of the American Importing 
Itferchant, was as yet unknown. The only English mer- 
cantile agents, known as such in this city, could be nam- 
ed at once, as Ralph Mjtther, Arthur Collins, J A — ^ 

fmd John Mucklethwaite. 

from the floating recollections (of a boy) and the con- 
purring tes^mony of others, who had knowledge in the 
bumness of those times — every satellite to the Dry 
Good^ system must have moved in their proper orbits. 
Evety rivulet, stream, and river, had its proper boun- 
dary and flow towards the great ocean of regular com- 
merce. The fVequent elevated eyebrow and uplifted 
hand in astonishment, at anothei^^and another tremen- 
, dous crash, in the city, was at that time, a rare pccur- 
rence; indeed, as rare as a Fast Pay Propkmation by 
the then Governor Mifllin, 

Such bfung the state of things, it is presumable 
^ese agents, instead of haunting the auctions as 
f)ow-a-days, had little more to do than exhibit patterns 
|ind receive orders; watch like hovering hawks over the 
Interest of their different houses; give An occasional fee 
to •* Lawyer Lewis," (th^t Great Gun of the I-aw^) or 
purchase for remittance, the First water Bills on Lon- 
don. 

Books being scarce, there existed but one Book Auc- 
tion in the city, and that a miserable one* 'Twas held by 
one Delap, in what had been a Dancing School room in 
Church alley. As an auction, it used to be lighted bjr 
^ome tallow candles; sufficiently so, as to render the 
surrounding darkness visible." It was no uncommon 
thing to hear, during a pending htd^ and just' as the 
^' Crier" was going to tap with hwhainmcrv^e rmttje 



A CURIOSITY. 
[The following nufreeau of the early literaUur© of the 
State, has beei^ carefully handed down to us in the oor 
ginal hand-bill, published one hundred and five years 
since. It is ornamented with the usual symbols of d^ 
—the head, and bones, and hour-glass. Respec^g the 
individual whose untimely end is lamented m such pUm- 
tive strains, we have been able to learn nothin|^ ^iS??' 
ing that he was really clerk of the Aiserably in 1722-^ 
and that he presented to the house «* a petition, requeu- 
ing tiiat a ferry at PhiUp Engbm^t old fenr I»c«»oT^ 
SekuyOdUt may be confirmed to him by a UW— which 
was read and ordered to lie on the tablej read aeecond 
time and conridcred, and leave granted to bring « » 
biU according to his request. But it app^ that ^ 
Mayor and Commonalty of the city, though th^pavl 
him funeral honours, were not quite so respectfW to 
him while living, for they petitioned that the fernr frMj 
High street over Schuylkill, may be vested m the nid 
commonalty, for the better management of the said fer- 
ry, and in no other person," and that tiiey also nad leave 
to bring in a bill, "the fbm^er petitioner Jl^[um Jimt^^ 
in his ^)odness, " delaying hU bill on purposejaiid aub- 
mitting to the opinion of the house in it" TTie cm^ 
monalty prcviiiled, and, not long after, Aquila **4ed 
and was buried" to the great grief of the whole cjty, m 
the 28th year of his age. He appears to have been a 
Poet, but in this character, his •• sweet fi«||Tant nune,^ 
has not, as our author predicted, hwted till " cirdii^ 
years shall cease to be"— we are not aware that aay a 
his productions are now known. He was likewise a 
printer, and a learned roan— and must no doubt have 
been much respected and beloved to have caused the 
pQct to ei^haust his store of tears, and the agedpogtmaa- 
ter his •* crutch forejfo." He appears also to have pos- 
sessed qualities r4trt in ihoit days, hut which txery tmt 
who dies naw-a^aya possesses — •< he yrtm a loving father, 
a tender husband, a kind ftiend and a sncere Chriatiaii.'' 
lliomas, in his "History of Printing," sion>- 
*' The first production of Keimer*s press was an degy 
of his own, on the death of AquiU Rose, printer, a 
young man of an excellent character, SecreUuy to the 
General Assembly, and the principiU workmnn in Brad- 
ford's printing house. Keim^r was engaged in this 
elegy, mentally and manually, when he first saw Fiank- 
lin, who observes, that Keimcr was a poet, but « oouli 
not be said to vtrite in verse, for his method was to set 
the lines in types as they flowed from his rnqte,' **] 

AN ELEGY 
On the much Lamented DEATH of the INGENIOUS 
and WELL-BELOVED 
AQUILA ROSE. 
CLERK to the Honourable ASSEMBLY at FkikM 
pfda, who died the 24th of the 4th month, 173S. 
Aged 28. 
WHAT Mournful Accents thus accost mine Ear, 
What doleful Ecchoes hourly thus appear? 
What Sighs from melting Hearts proclaim mloud, 
The Solemn Mourning of this numerous Crowd? 
In Sable CHARACTERS the News is Read. * 
Our ROSE U witiier'd, and our EJGLE>$ fled, ; 
InthAtourdcar.tfQWWWiSfii»clead, ' 
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Cropt in the Blooinin|f of his precious Youth ! 
Who €:an forbear to we^p at such a Truth! 

Assist ye PkUadelphians with Consent, 
And join with me to give our Sorrows Vent, 
That having wept till Tears, shall trickling glide, 
Like Streams to Delaware from SckuyOcil Side, 
My painful Muse being easM, may then rehearse, 
Between each Sob, in Eleeiaek Verse, 
(And in soft Numbers warble forth Desire,) 
To breath his Worth, warm'd with Ang^eltck Fire. 

But why do my ambitious Thou^ts presume 
To span the glorious Sun^ or grasp the Moon; 
The Task confounds! — But yet I dare begin 
To cast my Blite an humble OfTring in. 
That nobler Bards in Strains more lofty, may 
Conjoin'd, our great and heavy Loss display. 
To distant CHmes, where his Great Worth was known. 
That they to us may eccho back a Groan. 
For there are bright Youths, who when they hear 
The dismal Tydings, so his Worth revere. 
In nieltin;;^ florid Strains will then rehearse 
The Praise of Him who constitutes our Verse. 

Belov'd he was by most, his veiy Name, 
Doth with deep Silence his g^reat Worth proclaim. 
As if Kind Heaven bad Secrets to disclose. 
By Royal Terms oS Eagle and a Rose, 
The Arms most near akin to EnglaniPs Crown, 
Each Royal Emblem this sweet Truth does own, . 
And lively noble Images affords, 
One't Queen of Fhwera, the Other King of Birds. 

His Qualities, will next bespeak his Fame, 
A Lovely POET, whose sweet fragrant Name, 
Will last till circUng Years shall cease to be. 
And sink in vast profound Eternity. • 
His flowing Numbers and his lofty Rhime, 
Have breath'd, and spoke his Thoughts, thro* every 

Line, 
So warm*d my Soul (and oft inspired my Tongue,) 
As if a Cherub or a Sir(yjh sung. 

A gcn'rous Mind tow'rds all his Friends he bore, 
Scarce one he lost, but daily num*bred more. 
Some say he*d Foes; his Foes I never knew; 
Who spoke ill of him, mostly spoke untrue. 
Courteous, and humble, pleasant, just and wise, 
Ko AfTectiition vain did in him rise. 
Sincere and plain, (I make not any Doubt,) 
He was the same fViihin-Side as Without. 
He loved plain Truth, but hated formal Cant 
In those who Truth and Honesty did want. 
A cyrioas Artist at his Business, be 
Could ITUnk^ and Speak^ Compose, Correct so free. 
To make a Deadmtm speak, or B&nd to see. 

Of different learned Tongues, he somewhat knew. 
The French, the Latin, Greek and Hebrew too. 
Firm to his Vows, a tender Husband prov'd. 
And Father-like, his Princely Babe he lov'd. 

Our Wise and Great Vtct-Roy did him respect, 
Our learned Mayor (I know) DID him affect; 
Our grave Assembly voted him most fit. 
Their wise Debates in Writing to commit. 
By which great Honour they did clearly shew, 
To WrUe, as well as Print, he ftilly knew. 
And what was still more Great, and worthy Note, 
(Its said) they gave him too a casting Vote. 

But stop my Muse, and give thy Sorrows vent. 
Such Sorrows which in Hearts of Friends are pent. 
Search deep for Sighs and Groans in Nature's Store, 
Then weep so long, till thou canst weep no more, 
Next Summons all thy Strengfth, and others call. 
To tell his Death, and solemn Funeral. 

While on his Death-Bed, oft. Dear Lord, he cry'd. 
He sang, and sweetly like a Lamb, he dy'd. 
His Corps attended was. by Friends so soon 
Prom Seven at Mom, till One aclock at Noon, 
By Master-Printers carried towards hu Grave, 
Our City Printer such an Honour gave. 
A Worthy Merchant did tha Widow lead| 



And then both mounted on a stately Steed, 

Next Preachers, Common Council, Aldermen^ 

A Judge ViX\A Sheriff ^rtLC*d the solemn Train, 

Nor faird our TVeateurer, in respect to come, 

Nor staid the Keepc of the BOLLS zt home, 

Our aged Pout Master here now appears, 

Who had not walked so far for twice-Twelve Years, 

With Merchants, Shopkeepers, the Young and Old, 

A numerous Throng not very easy told, 

The Keeper of the SEAL did on Him wait, 

Thus-was he carry*d like a King, — in State, 

And what still adds a ftirther Lustre to't. 

Some rode well mounted, others walk'd afoot, 

Church-Folks, Dissenters, h^re with one Accord, 

Their kind Attendance readily afford, 

To shew their Love; each difiering Sect agree, 

To grace his Fun*ral with their Company, 

And what was yet more grateful. People cry'd, 

Belov*d he Rv*d, See how belov*d he dy*a. 

When to the crowded Meeting he was bore, 
I wept so long till I could weep no more, 
While beauteous LIGHTFOOT did, like JNoah's Dove, 
Sweetly display God's Universal Love,- 
His Words like Balm (or Drops of Honey) laid. 
To heal those Wounds Grief in my Heart h^ made. 
Three other Preachers did their Task fulfil. 
The Loving Chalkley and the Lowly Hill, 
The famous Lanttdale did the Sermons end 
For this our highly honour'd, worthy Friend. 
And now with Joy, with holy joy we'll leave. 
His Body resting in his peaceuil Grave, 
His SjuI, in the blest Arms of ONE above. 
Whose brightest Character is that of LOVE. 
A GOD that's slow to mark, what's done amiss! ' 

Who would not serve so dear a God ax this/ 

In whose kind, gracious lovely arms we'll leave him. 
For HE who who bought him,*has most Right to have 
him, 

Philadelphia: Printed, and Sold by S. Keimer^ 
in High Street. (Price Two-Pence.) 



FRANKLIN INSTITUTE. 

To the Board of Managers of the Franklin Institute, of 
the State of PennsyHmiia,for the prvmotion of the Me- 
chanic Arts. ' 

The Committee on Premiums and Exhibitions, beg 
leave respectfully to Report: 

The fifth annual exhibition of the Franklin Institute, 
was held in pursuance of notice, at the Masonic Hal], on 
the 8th, 9th, 10th, and 11th days of October, at which 
time the committee were much gratified to find a rich 
and varied collection of the products of American skill 
and ingenuity. The articles presented were npt so nu- 
merous as at the exhibition in 1826, but displayed, ge- 
nerally, an improvement in style, and workmanship, 
highly creditable to our workmen, and afforded a rcA- 
sonablc hope, that in a few years, the advanced state of 
knowledge, will place the mechanical productions of 
America, not only beyond the comrpetition of foreigners 
in our own market, but enable us to enter into a fiiir 
competition with them in other, countries. Of the 45 
premiums offered by the Institute, 20 were claimed by 
one or more competitors, of which three remain under 
advisement, and 9 were awarded by the Committee to 
successful competitors. Of the remainder, several were 
withheld, because the condition of the proposal was not 
adhered to. 

Premium No. 4. For the best specimen of Annealed 
Cast Iron — is awarded to Seth Hoyden, of Newark, New 
Jersey, for specimen No. 363; being an assortment of 
buckles, bits, and other castings, remarkable for their 
smoothness and maleability. 

This is the first attempt in this country to anneal cast 
iron for general purposes, that has come under the 
knowledge of the committee, and the success attending 
it fully entitles the maker to the silycr medal 
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Premium No. 12. To the inventor of the best con- 
structed Furnace and Boiler, superior to any now in use, 
for consuming anthracite in generating' steam. This 
premium has uecn claimed, but ihc award is still under 
advisement. 

Vremium No. 13. To the mukcr of the host Fire- 
Bricks, The award of this pi-emiuni is left open, in ac- 
cordance with the terms of the proposal, until the sam- 
ples shall be sufficiently tested. 

Premium No. 14. To the maker of the best Currj- 
ing" Knives, equal to tlie best now in use. Tlii;* pre- 
mium wss claimed by two competitoi-s — both furnisljcd 
with the strongest ctitiiieates as to the quality of tluir 
knives. John Shugart Sc Co. of Chahibei-Hhurg-, and 
Jacob Banick of the sanre place. As curriers' knives 
arc implements which require a peculiar temper, very 
difRcuit to attain, and which can only be judged of by 
experiment, your committee accept the sug-gestiqp of 
the judges, and suspend the award of the premium un- 
til the knives can be fairly tested and com|^red by a 
special committee appointed for tljat purpose. As soon 
as their report is received, it shall be made known. 

Premium No. 16. For the best specimen of Japanned 
Waiters or Trays, made and japanned in Pennsylvania, 
is awarded to John P. Blackmore, of Philadelphia, for 
specimens Nos. 71 and 72, being two dozen waitei-s 
inade by him of a quality not inferior to the imported. 
The committee regret that the specimens presented by 
William Nasli, of Philadelphia, were deposited too late 
to be referred to the judges, and could not therefore 
enter into competition with the above. 

Premium No. 17» To the maker of the best Survey- 
or's Instruments, is awarded to Stancliflf and Draper, of 
Philadelphia, for specimen No. 315, being an engin^r's 
level, provided with Mr. Wm. Strickland's divided hori- 
zontal circle. This instrument is remarkable for the 
beauty of workmanship, and accuracy with which it is 
finished, and fully entitles the ingenious makers to the 
silver medal. 

Pren^ium No. 90. " For the best Porcelain made in 
the United States, g-ilt, painted, and plain? — '* One h\m- 
<dred pieces must be exhibited;'* is awarded to William 
JB. Tucker, of Philadelphia, for specimen No. 253, being 
an assortment of porcelain of first and secoml choice. 

In awarding' this premium, the committee feel much 
pleasure in noticing- the ^eat improvement which has 
taken place in the manufacture of tliis beautiful and in- 
teresting product. The judges report that the v have 
compared the sample called technically ** First choiee," 
with the best specimens of French China, and found it 
superior in whiteness, and the gilding well done. The 
same remark applies to the painting, with some excep- 
tions — this pait of the process being still susceptible of 
some improvement. The committee recommend this 
«* First*choice" to the public as of a quality not easily to 
be surpassed; and awarded to the maker the silver me- 
dal. 

Premium No. 27. For the best specimen of Stair 
Carpeting, in imitation of Venitian, is awarded to James 
B- McFee, of Philadelphia, for specimens Nos. 96 and 
97— two pieces stair and cntr}' carpet, which reflect 
great credit on the maker. 

Premium No. 29. To the maker of the best speci- 
mens of Calicoes or Prints for ladies* dresses, made in 
the United States, is awarded to the Merrimac Manu- 
facturing Company, for specimen No. 149. Prints were 
deposited by the Taunton Manufacturing Compa- 
ny, and from ^the Warren factory near Baltimore; the 
latter low priced ^oods. It is but justice to all parties 
to state, that the judges remarked the great improve- 
ment that had taken place in printed goods since the 
last exhibition. They had great difficulty in deciding 
between the Merrinuic and Taunton g^ods, which have 
the preference, both being well executed, and of bril- 
liant colours. After some hesitation they awarded to 
the Merrimack Company the silver medal. 

premium No. 35. To tlic maker of the best Sofa, is 



awarded to Anthony Querville, for specimen No. 55, 
, being the most complete and best finished of any eiW- 
, bited. 

j Premium No. 37. To the maktr of the best Chain 

I one dozen to be exhibited, is awanled to Wm. Hancock., 

! of Boston, for No. 35, being one dozen mahogany chain. 

! well fi-amcd and finished; remarkable for the excellence 

of the carving, which w^s clean, bold, and in p)od taste. 

Premium No. 45. To the pupil of th^ High School 

who shall execute and exhibit the best specimen of per- 

ppcctivc di*awingfrom machinery, is awarded to Robert 

P. Wanier, for specimen No. 282, being a drawing of 

an air jinmp, the best cKhibited. 

In adtlition to the premiums awartled to those compe- 
titors who claimed under the proposal issued by the In- 
stitute, yoiu- committee in pursuance o< authority to 
grant premiunw and special notices to such specimess 
exhibited, as may be most worthy of compliniciit, either 
for excellence of workmanship or ingenuity, or other 
pecuhar ciix*umstances, have awarded 

To James Devec, of Kensington, a silver medal, fiar 
two models of ste«m engines made by him. The maker 
of these models is a lad, apprentice to John Walchani» of 
(;lobe Mill Factory, and they were made at his leisure 
hours. The committee have not awarded this premium 
with any view to the intrinsic merit of the work; but 
they deem it witliin the province of the Franklin Insti- 
tute, to encourage and reward examples of industry, 
perseverance or ingenuity, among our rising mechanics. 
These models evinced a talent uncommon in so youag 
a lad. 

To S. P. Wethcrill& Co. of Philadelphia, for two nigs 
of Lead, bemg a part of 1000 pigs, the product of their 
Perkiomen mines, smelted by them. The quality of 
this lead has "been fairly tested by being manufactured 
into white lead. After a series of" years of expcn«f e 
and fruitless attempts to smelt this oi*e, tliese gentlemen 
have at last succeeded in rendering available, another 
product from the inexhaustible mineral resources of 
Pennsylvania. A silver medal is awarded. 

The committee also award the silver medal to H. fc 
W. Day, of Philadelphia, for specimens 14, being an 
assortment of door locks. These locks of which the 
makers ar« also the inventors, were good and well fin- 
ished, displaying much ingenuity in their construction; 
all of them were safety locks, presenting almost insur- 
moimtable obstacles to the pick-locks: % particular de- 
«cnption will be given in the detailed report of the ci- 
hibition. 

Ten pieces of flannel were presented from the Yanlic 
factory, Connecticut. The Judges reported them to he 
of a very superior quality, and the committee adopt their 
suggestion, and award to tlie makers a silver medal. ' 

To Lloyd Miflflin, for No. 201, hearth rugs wove by 
him. These nigs were the first produce of machineiy, 
invented by him, entirely upon new principles. The 
rug^ were well made and substantial, and bid fair to ri- 
val the best imported article. The silver medal ii 
awarded. 

To Messrs. Tubocvcn, a siver medal is awarded, for a 
sample of pins made and presented by them. The pins 
were in most part of excellent quality, and reflect much 
credit on the makers. For the introduction of this use- 
ful branch of manufacture the committee award the siher 
medal. 

Marble Mantels from the manufactories of Tennant k 
Highlands, P. Fritz, J. Strothers, S. & J. Jardon, fullf 
sustaining the high reputation of Philadelphia workman- 
ship, were produced. Those from Tennant and High- 
lands, were much admired for the taste of the design^ 
and pleasing appearance. Those of American, and Fo- 
reign and American marble, made by P. Fritz, wera ad- 
judged to be the best in point of workmanship. The 
next best a pair of American and Foreign, by J. Stioc- 
thers. Honorary mention was awarded. 

The Frankhn Institute has never been faiyoured wifli 
a more splendid display of Pianos, than at thb ejdttbw 
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tioiu Thirteen were presented from C. Pommer, C. 
T. Albright, J. S. M^chley, Louds, S. Sweitzer & My- 
ers, of Philadelphia; Ciinra& Ctilhert, and A. Babcock, 
of Boston. As no premium was offered for pianos, pre- 
sented *t this exhibition, the committee forbear at pre- 
sent making' any distinction, but in their detiiiled report 
to be presented in a few days; a description of each, 
with their <nerits, may be expected. 

To Stanley & Co. of Baltimore, an honorary mention 
is awarded, for 3 pieces mix'd sattinetts; these g^oods 
were of very superior quality, and would have received 
the premium had the conditions of the proposal been 
complied with. 

To iames M*Fee, and Groves & Fleming, of Phila- 
delphia^ an honorary mention is awarded, for their ex- 
cellent samples of Ticking; both very superior articles. 

Honorary mention is also awarded to Clapp, 

of Lieicester, Mass. for 4 pieces mix'd cloths, of excel- 
lent quality for the price, and to James M. Robbins, of 
Watertown, and Sheppard's woollen manufactory, 
Northampton, of four pieces blue, and four pieces 
klack broad cloth, being the best exhibited. These 
cloths were not entitled to the premium, by the 
terms offered; there being a standing rule of the In- 
stitute, that no premium shall be awarded, unless they 
are superior to any that have been heretofore presented. 
These cloths are represented by the judges to be well 
Bade and substantial, of good fast colour, and hand- 
somely dressed. It is but justice to remark, that the 
cloths heretofore exhibited, were sold at 10 and 11 dol- 
lara, while the above 9 pieces were offered at 7 doUurs. 
Honorary mention is also awartled to Mayer 8c Tabor, 
for a set of Gig Harness, made by them, of splendid 
workmanship, unetiualled by any the judges had ever 
seen. These gentlemen obtained a premium last year. 
Also, to LeaSbcater & Sons, for a splendid hanging 
astral lamp» with four burners; a specinjcn of work 
highly creditable to them, Tlie committee regi-et 
these gentlemen did not make it of a size to claim the 
premium, which the quality of the work would have 
entitled them to do. 

The committee ftu-thcr award honorary mention to 
Willianti Rowland, of Philadelphia, for his vciy superior 
mill, pit, and cross-cut Saws of excellent quulitj', well 
ground, and finished. 

The committee furtlier beg leave specially to notice 
the Pharmaceutical preparations of G. W. Cai-penter, 
whose improvements in the science of phaimacy reflect 
great credit on him, and have proved highly useful to 
die public. 

Also, the chemicil preparations and coloui*s, from the 
Maryland Chemical Company, to whom our manufactur- 
ers are much indebted for relieving them from a depen- 
dence on the importers, for articles that arc indispensa- 
ble. The bleaching salts were remarked as being of 
excellent quality, and prefeiTed by many to the cele- 
brated bleaching salt of Tenant of Glasgow. Also, car- 
bonate of magnesia, and calcined magnesia, made from 
the purest sulphate of magnesia, washed by steam, ap- 
peared nearly chemically pure; and many other speci- 
mens of equal qualit}'. 

Cast Iron Medals, from Jones, Keiver h. Co. Windsor 
Furnace, near Hamburg; the most pei-fect specimens of 
casting known, of this country's productions, and rival- 
Bng thi most splendid Berlin medals. 

Fancy Articles, from William Tait, Philadelphia, and 
Water Colours, from George Colborne, of Philadelphia, 
evinced much improvement in both branches of manu- 
facture, and were highly creditable. 

Of the Sole Leather, from Ashburner 8c Son, and W. 
h. I. Prichett, the committee take much pleasure in 
stating that they were judged to be of tlie best of the 
kind, and fully sustain the character so long held by the 
Philiidelphia tanners. 

The committee would further particularly notice — 
Grates, from Mr. Lloyd &. Son, Jackson 8t Mifflin, all of 
vhich were well made, and of good workmanship. The 



design of No. 152, fi-om Lloyd's, was particularly pleas- 
ing. 

Brass Hinges, &c. from William Garrett, well adjudg- 
ed and well finished, and creditable articles. 

l1ie committee cannot close this report without ren- 
dering their thanks to the gentlemen who so" ably ful- 
filled the zealous duties of Committee of Arrangement. 
To them the Institute and pubhc are indebted for the 
splendid exhibition they have just witnessed; and to 
them much praise is due for the neat and careful man- 
ner in which they were displayed. 

In closing the report of the Fifth Exhibition, the Com- 
mittee must again throw themselves upon the indul- 
gence of the public, to pai-don any errors into which 
they may have fallen. If any injustice has been done, 
they feel confident it will be attributed to causes without 
their control. The constant aim of the committee has 
been equal justice and impartiality to all. They are 
aware that many articles, deserving special notice, have 
been omitted in this preliminary report To such they 
give the assurance, that in a few days, they will present 
a detailed report of all the articles at the exhibition, with 
their respective results. 

SAMUEL N. MERHICK, 
JAMES UONALDSOy, 
THOS. FLETCHER, 
ADAM BAMAGE, 
»L W. BALDWIN, 
M. D. LEWIS, 
ISAIAH DE REUS, 
* CHIUSTIAN GOBHECirr, 

Committee on Premiums and Exhibitions-' 



TOPOGRAPHY AND DISEASES OF WESTERN^ 
PENNSYLVANIA. 

Bt L. CALtAGHAv, 3Ti mher of the Faculty of Medicine, 
and Licentiate of the Faculty of Physicians & Surgcont 
of Glasgow. , 

Extracted from the last number of the American Medical 
Journal publislicd Oy Carey, Lea ^ Carey, 

Western Pennsylvania stretches from 39<* 40' to 42® 
2(y north latitude, and from 78® to ra® west longitude. 
It is bounded by tlie Allegheny mountains on the east,, 
by the state of Ohio on the west, by tliat of Virginia ort' 
the south, and New York on the north, having that 
great inland sea. Lake Erie, on its north-western boun- 
dary. This portion of I'ennsylvania may in geographi- 
cal language be called a table jand; low water mark at 
the city of Pittsburg is one hundred and fif\y-two feet 
above I^ikc Erie, seven hundred and twenty-seven feet 
above the Hudson at Albany, and seven hundred and 
fifty six feet above the Atlantic Ocean at Cape May; the 
apex of the highest ranges of hills are about twelve 
hundred feet above tide water level in the Chesapeake. 

The entire suiface of the country is made up of a 
succession of hills with intervening valleys, the aspect 
of descent lying towards the south west. The land , 
abounds in a rich bituminous coal and limestone; the 
luxuriance of the timber is the best evidence of the lui- 
tural fertility of the soil; the valliesare equally remote 
from marsh, and the hills from sterility. The country- 
is well watered; the Allegheny, Conemaugh, Kiskemi- 
nitas, and Monongahela are its principal rivers; tlie Alle- 
gheny and Monongahela uniting at the city of Pittsburg 
to form the majestic Ohio. In the investigation of the 
atmospherical temperature of western Pennsv lvania,|pcr- 
haps the cUmatic thermometer of Volney' is the best 
standard that can be used, from which four general ca- 
ses will determine the difl'erencc of climate on any two 
given places on our globe. 1. Difference of latitude. 
2. DifTercnce of elevation. 3. Exposure to particular 
winds. 4. Proximity to, or remoteness from, large bo- 
dies of water. 

Judging from latitude alone, we could neither account 
for the tropical heat of summer, nor for the intensity of 
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the cold in winter, experienced in western Pennsylva- 
nia; nor much less could we account for the magnitude 
and suddeness of the cliang>es, situated as we are under 
similar parallels of latitude with the city of Madrid in 
Spain, the islands of Minorca and Sardinia in tlie Medi- 
terranean, the cities of Home and Naples in Italy, and 
that of Constantinople in Turkey. Hence we must 
look, in the investigation of our climate, to our elevated 
situation; bur exposure to the north, north-west, and 
westerly winds, to our being protected by mountains 
more than two thous:^nd feet high, from the east; and 
south-east to our being remote from the warm air of the 
gulf stream, or the general equalizing effects of the 
waters of the ocean on the atmospheie; to which may 
be added the large portion of our land which is yet un- 
der forest. From this combination of causes, the cli- 
mate may be accounted for in the most satisfactory man- 
ner. 

It is to be regfretted that we are not as yet in posses- 
sion of any regular series of thermometrical observations 
from which the alternations of temperature might be ex- 
actly known. This is a subject well worthy the attention 
of the practitioner of medicine, and comes immediately 
within his province, as without an accurate investigation 
t)f the effects of climate on the human body, it is impos- 
sible to arrive at any thing like scientific conclusions 
with regard to disease. However, we may appeal to 
the experience of every person of obserx-ation, resident 
in western Pennsylvania, for the high temperature of 
our summer heat and the pierchig cold of winter, with 
the suddenness and magnitude of the changes through- 
out the year. The past winter indeed, forms an excep- 
tion in point of mildness scarcely to be equalled withm 
the remembrance of the oldest inhabitants. We have 
had, comparatively speaking, but little frost, and scarcely 
any snow, but we have had the most complete succes- 
sion of continued rains from October to March. 

During the months of July and August, it is not un- 
common for the thermometer of Fahrenheit to rise to up- 
wards of 96** in the shade. This high temperature how- 
ever is not durable for any number of days or even hours 
of the same day, and can only exist during a southerly 
vrind. The wind veering about to the north or particu- 
larly the north-west, will lower the thennomctcr 10, 20, 
30, or 40'' in the coarse of a few hours. During the 
27th, 28th, and 29th of January, 1821, the thermome- 
ter stood at f<^m 13 to 14® below zero of Fahrenheit's 
thermometer; this may be taken as a specimen of our 
most intense cold, but in almost every winter, tlie mer- 
ciuy sinks to or below zero; this can only last during the 
continuancc'of a northerly or north-westerly wind, par- 
Uculariy the latter; on a change of wind to the south- 
ward, the temperature will nse 10, 20, or 30° in the 
course of twenty-four hours. In the latter end of March, 
1826, the thermometer rose for a few days above 60° of 
Fahrenhdt; in the beginning of April it was down be- 
low the freezing point. Such is our vicissitude of cli- 
mate that it is impossible to calculate on any invariable 
range of temperature for any given time during any 
season of Uic year. In winter the north-westerly winds 
bring us the most'intense degrees of cold; this may be 
accounted for, from the immense regions covered for the 
greater part of the year with ice or snow lying north- 
west of US; those immense inland seas, Erie, Huron, 
Michigan and Superior, which are frozen up for several 
months in the year, and to our being ejtposed to the full 
and unmitigated sweep- of this wind, blowing over tliose 
regions, without the mtervention of mountain or, the 
equalizing effect of the waters of the ocean. On the contra- 
ry, the south wind coming to us from the Gulf of Mexi- 
co and the valley of the Mississippi, blowing over land 
for nearly two thousand miles, brings us a very increased 
degree of heat, and accounts satifffactorily for tlw high 
temperature of our summers. 

The prermiling diseases in tumnfer and autumn are af- 
fections of the brain, stomach, and bowels, particularly 
the latter. In winter and spring we haT« diseases of 



the chest and lun^; the latter is increasing amon^ ths 
sedentary population of our towns with fearful strides. 
As we are happily free from marsh miasmata, we ire 
strangers to those forms of intermittents which are ende- 
mial east, west, north, and south of us. Our fevers are 
generally of the continued type, accompanied with the 
inflammatoiy diathesis, the synochus and synocha of Cul- 
len, and characterized by deranged action of the brain 
and bowels. 

We seldom meet with any of the low forms of typhus 
mitior, and are strangers for the most part to typhus gra' 
vior. Hence we have no contagious fevers. 

In summer and autumn our agricultural population are 
not unfrequently visited with dysentery. This is not so 
common among the inhabitants of the towns; which 
may be accounted for from the exposure of the ag^cul- 
turists to the increased heat of summer and autumn. It 
is in most cases either during harvest, or immediately af- 
ter it, that this disease breaks forth. 

During harvest the farmer is exposed to the most tio« 
lent and laborious exercise under a burning sun, which 
cunnot fail to induce a high degree of excitement in the 
system. The body is bathed with perspiration, the 
clothes saturated with it. The thin linen pantaloons, ths 
shirt, &c., the usual summer dress of the farmer, becomes 
as wet in the case of many persons as if they had been 
drawn through water. If he stops to rest for a little, 
that pai't of his dress not in immediate contact with his 
body, becomes cooled down so rapidly, that if it is al- 
lowed to touch the skin, it induces a sensation which 
can only be compared to the application of ice to the 
body under other circumstances. Here is a fertile source 
of disease. His thirst is intolerable; he must drink large 
quantities of fluid; nature calls for a reduction of the 
febrile excitement of the system; the increased perspi- 
ration must be supplied; the usual drink is ardent ipi- 
rits with water. To enable him to undergo his increased 
labour, his food is rendered more luxurious, and for the 
most part more indigestible. He swallows large and 
frequently repeated quantities of solid animal food. H« 
night of rest is short, and his day of labour long. He 
is frequently found out in his light dress, with the qrs- 
tem yet hot with the excitement of the day, under the 
dews of the evening. He is out in the morning with the 
rising of the sun, while the fields are still wet with the 
dews of the previous night Here are other fertile sour- 
ces of disease. The fever which is attendant on this 
disease, is of a highly inflammatory type, the bowels 
and peritoneum partake most severely of the diseased 
action. It is not usually fatal under any well regulated 
mode of treatment; It is not conta|^ou8, although its 
spreading over entire sections of adjoining country, in- 
duces a belief among the people tliat it is so. But this 
arises from all having been exposed less or more, to the 
original exciting causes of the affeetion, and not from 
the powers of contagion. 

Cholera infantum is a disease frequent in the towst 
during the summer months, and more especially in con-* 
fined and badly ventilated apartments. In these places 
its fatility is considerable. 

It is usual in professional intercourse, to hear a great 
deal about bilious diseases^ we have bilious fevers^ hU 
lious cholics, bilious head-aches, and even bihous pleo- 
risies, without end. Does a patient present himself ^-ith 
a furred ton^e, he is bilious; has be constipation of the 
bowels, he is biliousi has he impaired digestion, he is 
bilious; and so on, nntil at length bifiary derangement 
has become, in the vocabulary of these gentlemen, the 
primum mobile in most cases of disease. Were this 
simply confined to an error in nosological discrimination, 
it would be comparatively harmless, but it leads to ths 
most mischievous errors in practice. That we have u 
reality no such biliary deratfi|feifient, it is only necessary 
to appeal to Our climate. It is physically impossible that 
it should exist under our variable atmosphere and in our 
elevated situation. It is only in marshy countries and 
under » more southern sun, that general hepatic de* 
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Sj^ment entwinefl itself to aiy extent with, the pre- 
vaihngf diseases, as in the more southern and low-lying^ 
sections of the United States or the peninsula of India. 
Here we should hare post mortem examinations to 
appeal^ but our medical industry presents us only 
with mea^ data in this respect. Had this method of 
investigation been resorted to, it is matter of impossibi- 
lity that^e could long hare laboured under this biliary 
ddusion. The prepossessions of the people may be 
pleaded in extenuation, but this affords only a slender 
cover; the minds of the people here, as' well as in the 
sea-board cities^ might and would be entirely under the 
guidance of their medical attendants in this respect, 
were they to set the importance of it in every case plain- 
ly before them. 

PROGRESS OF LITERATURE IN PENNSYL- 
VANIA. 
{From tke Nactmker number of the Fhilatklphia Monihb/ 
Magazine.) 

The love of fame is the ruling pas«on, and to this, so- 
ciety is more indebted, than to any other impulse to 
which the mind is subject The scholar wastes not his 
Kfe over the imdnigfat lamp, merely that he may en- 
lighten the worid, nor the statesman his breath in 
speeches, as blusteriifg as Boreas, from the pure dic- 
tates of patriotism. The soldier gathers not laurels 
tt the cannon's mouth, for the love of fighting; nor does 
the philanthropist do g^ood by stealth, from the un'alloy^ 
ed impulse of philanthropy. An innate love of distinc- 
tion is the main-spring o£ human action ? and though 
that ^stinction. in most cases, amounts to Kttle more 
thsQ a paragraph in a biographical dictionary, seldotn 
opened, still it proves sufficient to stimulate to worthy 
actions. The trifling meed should not, therefore, be 
trithheld, when the task has been accomplished. With 
these views, we propose to give some account of the 
pioneers of literature in Pennsylvania, confining our re- 
searches to such writers as death has rendered alike 
insensible to cen8UT:e or to praise? but we do not pretend 
to be so minute as to preclude the necessity of others 
treatitig on the same subject 

Pennsylvania was the second English colony in Ame- 
rica, into which the art of printing was introduced. This 
important event took place as early as the year 1686, 
and we are indebted for it to William Bradford, who 
came over among the first emigrants from England, 
with Williaifi Penn. His press is supposed to have been 
established in Kensington, in the vicinity of the Treaty 
Elm. The first work published by him, which was a 
sheet alnunac, *is dated 1687, and is still extant in the 
franklin Library. In consequence of religious contro- 
versies Bradford's residence in Philadelphia was of 
short dttrtition. He incurred the displeasure of the do- 
nunant pilrty, and removed to New York in 1693, where 
he died in 1752. 

Aiidrew I^radford, his son, who was bom in Philadel- 
phia, learnt the art of printing with his father, in New 
York, and returned to his native city about the year 
If 12, and from that time, until 1723, was the only print- 
er in the colony. On December 22d, 1719, he issued 
the first newspaper published in Pennsylvania, entitled 
the American Weekly Mercury. 

Stnfuel Keimer^ who had learnt the trade in Londcm, 
became a competitor of Bradford in 1723, but, accord- 
ing to Franklin, he was but ill prepared to embark in 
the business, as lus printing materials consisted ** of an 
old damaged press, and a small east of worn out English 
trpes, confuned in one pahr of cases." His press was 
^fective; it had not been put together, and Keimer^ 
havmg been a compositor, knew nothing of the pres^ 
man's department Franklin^ who visited Philadelphia 
at this time iiyearch of employment, in noticing Brad- 
ford and the otner, says: " they were both destitute of 
every quJJification necessary to their profession. The 
first w«s very illiterate, and thc.other ignorant of th« 
Vol. a 34 



world.*' Franklin tells Us that Keimrr was something 
of a pqet, and when he first saw him, he was engaged; 
both mentally and manually, in composing an elegy on 
the death of Aquilla Rose, seci'etary to the general as- 
sembly, and principal workman in Bradford's employ* 
ment* His verses flowed, without interruption, from 
his muse to Bis composing stick, the process of writ- 
ing being dispensed with. In Thomas's History of 
Printing in America, we meet with a specimen of thi| 
writer's poetry, extracted from the Barbadoes Gazette ol 
May 4th, 1734, of which paper Keimer was, at that time, 
the editor. It is an address '* To those who'd be thought 
gentlemen^ who have long taken this paper and hever 
paid for it? and seem never to design to pay for it — The 
sorrowful lamentations of Samuel Keimer, printer of the 
Barbadoes Gazette. 

<** What a pity it is that some modem bravadoes; 

Who dub themselves gentlemen here in Barbadoes; 

Should, Ume after time, run in debt to theirprinter, 

And care not to pay him in summer or winter!" 
And so on, to the end of thirty-four lines, from which 
we learn that 
*• Th(f working like slave, with zeal and true courage^ 
He scarcely could get even salt to his porridge." 

From this paper a poUection of essays, &c. was pub- 
lished in two quarto volumes, in London, in 1741, enti- 
tled Caribbeana. Franklin, in his memoirs of himself, 
gives a graphic and an amusing sketch of this iU-staired 
wight. 

A neatly turned line of sarcasm, from a reputed wit/ 
will descend from father to son, for centuries, untit^it i» 
received as a truth, as incontrovertible as holy writ The 
ill-timed parody on a line in Thomson's Sophonisba,' iff 
remembered, while the beauties, profitisely scattered 
through that drama, are forgotten; and Pope's distich 
upon James Ralph, has consigned the name of the latter' 
to contempt, though he possessed considerable talent 
and industry, and his writings surpass, in positive merit, 
the works of many, who have been rewarded with ho-" 
nourable and permanent distinction. Ralph was an 
early friend of Franklm, and accompanied him to Eng- 
land in 1724, with the avowed purpote of becoming aor 
author by profession, and commenced his career as an 
unsuccessful political writer. He then attempted dra- 
matic writing, and between the years 1730 and 1744, 
produced four plays j «• The Fashionable Lady," ** Fall 
of the Earl of Essex," " lawyer's Feast,^' and "The 
Astrologer," neither of which received much approba- 
tion. As a historian, he has been mere unfortunate. He 
published, in two folio volumes, " T^e History of Eng- 
land, during the reigns of William, Anne, and George 
I." Charles Fox. pronounced him <*» historian of ^at 
acutenesss, as well as diligence, but who falls sometimee 
into the common error of juJfipinp too much by the 
event." No slight praise, considering the tfo6rce fcom 
which it emanates. He wrote many political pamphlets, 
some of which, we are told, were looked upon as mas- 
ter pieces. The Dutchess of Marlborough having pub^ 
li^ed^ in 1742, the memoirs of her own life, Ralph wrot* , 
an answer to it, entitled *' The other side of the Ques- 
tion," which attracted much pjiblic notice, and he be- 
came so formidable to the ministry, towards the end of < 
Sir Robert Walpole's time, that it was deemed expe- 
dient to nience him with a pen«on. To this circam« 
sunce Chiu^hill alludes in his ^Conference'-*- 

'*■ See men transform'd to brutes, and brutes to mei^- . 

See Whitehead take a pkce, Ridph change his pen." 

This pension is stated to have been 600 pounds pef 
annum, Franklin says 300, and that he enjoved it until 
the time of his death, in 1762, which gives the lie direct 
to the remark of the annotator on the Dunciad, when he 
says: *'He ended at last in the common sink of all such 
writers, a political newspaper, to which he was recom- 
mended by his friend Amall, and received a small pit- 
tance for pay." In the same note, he is said to hare 
been •^wholly illiterate, and knew no language, notevcit 

* See page 262, of this number of Regiater. 
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French." In the Kiographia Dramatica, wc arc told, 
that **he understood French and Latin, and was not al- 
tegetlier ignorant of Italian. Uut this has little bearing 
on tlie point. He might have been a powerful writer, 
though ignorant of either of* these languages^ and a 
profoundly dull one, with a perfect knowledge of all. 
To the writings already enumerated, we nwiy add, 
♦*Sawncy, a poem," which called forth the anger of 
Popej '*Night, a poem," the title of which is recorded 
in the Dunciad; and his last work, "The case of Au- 
thors stated, with regard to Booksellers, the Stage, and 
tho Public." The only account of his early life, extant, 
is that given by Franklin; and, as he va» a Philadel- 
phian, we could not overlook him, thotig^ his literary 
distinction was acquired in another country. 

Thomas Makin wrote in 1729, in Latin hexameters^ 
De9crtp(io Pennsyhxtmatf and the year preceding, Enco- 
mium Penfuyhtamte, which were addressed to James 
Logan, and may be seen in Proud's History of Pennsyl- 
vania. We know not at what time he came to this coun- 
try. He succeeded George Keith, as preceptor of the 
Friends' Public School, and was, in the words of Proud, 
* 'sometimes clerk of tho Provincial Assembly." The 
poems, abovementioned, were written as an amusement 
in bis old ag«. It docs not appear that he produced any 
other writings. 

Of Benjamin Franklin,itis unnecessary for us to speak 
at targ^, as the events of his long and useful life have 
repeatedly been laid before tlie public, and are familiar 
to every school boy. It b sufiicient for us to advert to 
him, as a copious contributor to the literature of Penn- 
sylvania; — to the science of the world. He published 
the second newspaper established in the province, which 
he purchased from Keimer, already mentioned, nine 
months after its commencement, at which time he had 
not procured one hundred subscribers. This paper was 
entitled. The Universal Instruct cr^ iu aii arts and sciences.- 
and Fennsykania Gazette. The first title was dropped, 
when it came under lYanklin's control. 

John Bartram, a Quaker, and self-taught philosopher, 
was in habits of intercourse with Logan and Franklin. 
Ue was bom near Derby, in what was then Chester co. 
in 1701, and was the first who established a bounic g^- 
den in America. Ue corresponded with many distin- 
guished foreig^^rs, and was pronounced by Linnxus the 
greatest natural botanist in the world. He was finally 
appointed American botanist to George III. He is said 
to have been a very ingenious mechanic, and to have 
built, with his own hands, the house in which he resi- 
ded. He quarried the stone, prepared the timber, and 
engraved the following distich in front of the building, 
OB its completion: . 

"To God alone; the Almighty Lord, 
The Holy One, by mc adored." 

John Bartrnmy 1770. 

lie claims our notice, on account of a book, entitled 
An Account of East Florida^ by IV. Stork, M. D. VTUh 
a Journal, kejti by John Bartram, of Pht'ladefphia, Botan- 
isi to Hit Majesty, on a Journey from St. Augustine, up 
the river St. John. 8vo. London, 1765. 

The name of James Logan is distinguished in our ear- 
ly literature. He came from En|^land in 1699, then in 
his 25th year, as secretary to William Penn, and fortu- 
nately found sufficient inducement to continue in the new 
urorld. He held several posts of trust and distinction, 
under the proprietaries, and in the course of a few years 
after his arrival, became generally known in Europe as 
a man of science. He communicated several valuable 
papers to the Roytl Society, and, in 1739, published, at 
Leyden, his treatise in Latin, entitled, * *Eiperimenia et 
meletemaia dt Plantarum generatione,'* which was sub- 
sequently translated by Dr. Fothergill, and published in 
London, in 1747. He pi inted, at the same time, at Ley- 
den, another treatise, entitled, **CaniMum pro invcnien- 
tUs refraetionum turn simpHeium turn in Untibus dupU- 
dttm focis, demonstrationes geometricai. AtUore Jacobo 



Lofran, Judict Supremo cl Prasiilc procineiss Pewmfip»' 
nicnsis in Anurica.** Mr. Logan did much towards es- 
tablishing Godfrey's claim tothe honor of having mveot- 
cd the quadrant, of which he had be*n depnved by 
Hadley. In his 60th year, he mode a translation of Ctecrr 
de Seneeiute, which Franklin published, ten years afUr- 
wards. He was a man of various and extensive learn- 
ing, ancient and modem. To a knowledge of the \j»San^ 
Greek, PYench and Italian languages, he added an «> 
quaintance witli the Oriental tongues. He died on the 
31st of October, 1751, aged 77, bequcatliing hia library 
to the citizens of Pennsylvania, which, under the nasie 
of the Loganian Library, will, for centuries, renawn a 
noble monument of his learning, industry, and 



cence. 

Much has been written and published in this state, on 
the subject of slavery and the slave trade. The quo- 
tion was early agitated during our colonial condition ^ 
and among those who endeavoured to expose the injus- 
tice and inhumanity of the system, were Ralph Sandy- 
ford, Benjamin Lay and Anthony Bcnezet, the Isvea of 
whom arc before the public, w ritten by a gentlemaa,* 
alike distinguished by his philanthropy, and his zeal is 
preserving a record of early events, relating to the his- 
tory of Pennsylvania. Sandyford was a native of Liv- 
erpool, in England. He was, for some years, a sailor, 
and came to Philadelphia while a youth. In 1729 he 
published 'The Mystery of Iniquity; or a brief exami- 
nation of the practice of tlic Times," and died in 1733, 
at Lower Dublin, in the county of Philadelpbia. Dr* 
Rush published, in the Columbian Magazine, a life of 
Benjamin Lay . l^his singular man was also a sailor, and 
was born in Engkind, in 1677. At the age of 54^ he 
came to Philadelphia, and soon tesUncd liis zeal against 
traffic in flesh, whether human, or otherwise. He ab- 
stained from animal food; and his favorite nu.*al i»said4o 
have been boiletl tui-nips, at'tcTward.H roasted. Helieving 
this anti-cainivcrous B}stem not suflicit-utly piuifying, 
he undertook a fast c^ forty da) s, in imitation of the 
$av;our, and was saved from starvation by the interfer- 
ence of his friends. He lived to the age of 82» He 
was about four feet in statui*e, and his u^ual dress wa» 
tow linen, unbleached, and woven by lumself. In 1737, 
he published his first pamplet againbt slavery, which 
was followed by others, all circulated gratis. He ap- 
pears to have been altogether exempt from the irritabi- 
lity commoidy attributed to autliors; for it is recorded, 
that on presenting a manuscript to Franklin for publi- 
cation, the latter remarked, that it was not paged, and 
ho knew not where to begin. *Hcgin where you please, 
and print as much of it as you like,' replied tho other. 
On these terms the work was put to press, af\cr it had 
undergone Franklin's revision. Anthony Benczet was 
born in France, in 1713, and came to Philadelphia at 
the age pf 18. In 1762 he published his 'Account of 
that part of Afiica, inhabited by the Negroes,' which 
was succeeded by other writing^ on this and reCgioat 
topics. He passed several years as a teacher in the pub- 
lic schools, and died in 1784, aged 71, havine attajned 
to ao enviable height in the estimation of his fellow citi- 
zens. 

Franklin laboured assiduously to promote a fifentjr 
taste in Philadelphia, and to establish Kterary and k9- 
entific institutions. In the year 1728, about the 33iid 
year of his age, he formed a society caHed the Jmlo, 
which originally consisted of twelve members, who set 
weekly, for the Miscussion of questions in morality, po- 
litics, nnd natural ph'dosophy.' This society sobaiitctf 
for many years, having contributed much to the diw i 
nation of knowledge among its several raemhen, aadaC 
last became the foundation of the American Philonyi^ 
oal Society. In 1731 he suggested the plan of the *Li- 
brary Company of the city of Philadelplua,' am iiBpor- 
tant institution to all ranks of people. In 1749 be drew 
up and published a plan for an academy and charitable 

* Rebtrtft YiuZf Esq. 
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school, which went in«o operation the following' yenr: 
but, lookini^ forwani to a more improved state of so- 
ciety, he tteclarctl this academy to be *intendcd as a 
foundation for posterity to erect into a college, or semi- 
nary of learning, more extensive, and suitable to future 
circumstances;* which intention was subsequently ful- 
filled. In 1752 he was influential in obtaining a legisla- 
tive sanction and grant for the establishment and endow- 
ment of the Pennsylvania Hospital, a durable monument 
of bis philanthropy and public spirit. In viewing the 
aiatinguished career of Dr. Franklin, we concur in the 
foUowinr opinion, expressed by his eulopst, Dr. Smith: 
**FFaiiklin, as a phdosopher, might have become a 
Newtoa^ as a lawgfivcr, a Lycui'gus: but he was greater 
than either of them, by uniting the talents of both, in 
the practical philosophy of doing good; compared to 
which, all the palms of specidative wisdom and science 
wither on the sight He did not seek to derive his emi- 
nence from the mere profession pf letters, which, nltho' 
laborious, seldom elevates a man to any high rank in the 
public confidence and esteem; but he became groat, by 
applying his talents to tilings .useful, and accommodating 
hii instructions to the exigencies of times, and the ne- 
cetsitjes of his country." 

^ Soon after Ihc organizntion of the Philosophical So 
ciety, it shone forth as a constellation of science and 
learning, and might fairly Jiave been brought in compe- 
titien with aimilar institutions of Kurope. The names 
of Franklin, Smith, Itittenhouso, nnd others, appear 
with much distinction, in the early volumes of the tran- 
sactions of this society. The \wo last mentioned were 
indefatigable and eminently successful in their astrono- 
mical researches. 

Franklin, it may be said, laid the foundation of the 
Philadelphia college; but Dr. Smith erected and adorn- 
ed tliis temple of science. He was inducted provost of 
this institution, and professor of natural philosophy, on 
the 25th of May, 1754, and on the Ulh of May, 1755, an 
additional charter was granted by the pi-oprietaries, by 
which, a college, vested with the power of conferring 
degrees, was engrafted on the original seminary. ** In 
the year 1761, the trustees, finding that the income of 
the college was insufiicient to defray tlie expenses, and 
having exhausted the sources from which money could 
be obtained in the province, determined to make appli- 
cation to the mother country for assistance. * With this 
view, they proposed to the provost, Dr. Smith, that he 
should proceed to England, where his personal endea- 
vours miglit be useful in promoting their design. He 
cheerfully acquiesced, and, being provided with the 
proper credentials, left his family, and embarked for 
Europe."* 

The amount which he collected, during this visit to 
England, ** was more than six thousand pounds sterling. 
This benefaction having been conferred with the under- 
fitaading that it should form a permanent fund, the mo- 
ney was invested by the Trustees in the best securities, 
^tkd. the interest applied to the purposes of the institu- 
tion. To tlie exertion of Dr. Smith, this favourable issue 
of their project was principally attributable^ and their 
sense of his merits on the occasion is very strongly ex- 
pressed, in several places, on the minutes of the 
fcoard/'f About ten years after this splendid contribu- 
tion from Englarkl, it was thought adviseable to make 
ftrther efforts at home, and accorc^ngly Dr. Smith was' 
sent by the Board to South Carolina, where he collect- 
ed more than one tliousand pounds sterling. 

It has with truth been remarked, that Dr. Smith grew 
gray in literature, and the advancement of letters in 
Penasylvania. In October, 1757, he commenced " The 
American Magazine, or Monthly Chronicle for the Bri- 
tiih Colonies," which was abruptly terminated in Octo- 
ber 1758, in consequence of an arbitrary proceeding of 

• Dr. Wood's Address delivered before the Philoroa- 
>hean Society, 
t Dr. Wood's Address. 



the legislature, which compelled our author to make a 
voyage to C.reat Britain, and his associates in car- 
rying on the magazine, most of whom were among 
his pupils, declined continuing the work during hS 
absence. Dr. Smith, at this time, edited a German news- 
paper, as agent for a society formed in London, for be- 
nevolent purposes. Formal complaints having been 
made to the nouse of Assembly, respecting the official 
conduct of William Moore, Esq. president of the court 
of common pleas, for the county of Chester, the assem- 
bly applied to the governor to remove him from office. 
Moore, in his vindication, presented *'an humble ad- 
dress" to the gfovemor, which was expressed in terms 
which proved offensive to tlie jn^emblv, and that atu- 
gust body resolved that "it was a libel." Dr. Smkh 
translated the address for his German paper, and refus- 
ing to make sati8factor>' acknowledgments to the housei 
for the constructive offence, lie and tlie judge were 
both thrown into"" prison. They petitioned the king for 
redress, and the arbitrary proceeding of the law midEcrs 
was fully exposed. The ofTenave address was publiah- 
e<l both by Franklin and Bradford, in their respective 
papers, but neither of them was molested. 

Dr. Smith was educated at the university of Aber- 
deen, where he graduated in 1747. 1 he three follow- 
ing years he ^ent in teaching a parochial school, and in 
1750 #as sent up to London, in pursuance of some plan 
for the better endo>i'mcnt of such schools. He soon re- 
linquished this eAijiloyment, and embarked for Ameri- 
ca, where he was engaged as private tutor, in the family 
of governor Martin, on Long Island, New York, for up- 
wards of two yeart, whes he took charge of the Phila- 
delphia Seminary Prior to this event, he revisited 
England, and obtained clerical orders in December^ 
1753. In 1759 he was honoured with the degree of 
D. D. from the University of Oxford; on the recommen- 
dation of tlie Archbishop of Canterbury, and the Bishops 
of Durham, Salisbury, Oxford, and St. Asaph. About 
the same time he received a similar degree from the Uni- 
versity of Trinity College, Dublin. He died May 14tb» 
1803, aged 76. 

There are many strong evidences in Barton's life of 
Rittenhouse, of the interest which Dr. Smith took in tb« 
advancement of that self-taught philosopher; and Gait, 
in his Life of West, also makes honourable mention of 
his name. He was the means of drawing that great art- 
ist from obscurity, and he bestowed upon him, while yet 
a youth, instruction, which corrected his taste and en* 
largedhis imagination. Dr. Smith's writinn were mul- 
tifarious, for he lived during an cventftil period, and 
touched upon most important subjects which then agi- 
tated the public mind. His writings were genenlly 
popular and his discourses fit)mtbe pulpit unusually so. 
He delivered several military sermons, of which thai 
preached in Christ Church, June 23, 1775, at the re- 
quest of the officers of colonel Cadwalader's battalion, 
occasioned an unusual sensation l)Oth here and in Eng- 
land. In a few weeks, it ran through several American 
editions, and the chamberlain of London ordered teft 
thousand copies to be printed at his expense, in so 
cheap a fortn as to be sold at two pence each. It was 
\iolently abused b^ the Tories, and as liberally eulo- 
gised by the Whigs. Dr. Priestley praised it in thft 
Monthly Review of August of that year, and the venera- 
ble John Wesley attempted to reply to it, but in a man- 
ner which proved that his faculties had ** fallen in the 
sear." In 1802 Dr. Smith issued proposals for publish* 
ing a collection of his writings, in large octavo volumes^ 
only two of which, however, were published, in 1803, 
the year of the author's death. 

In 1779 Dr. John Ewing succeeded Dr. Smith as 
provost of the Philadelphia College. Dr. Ewing was 
bom June 22d, 1732, in Maryland, near the Pennsylva- 
nia line, and died in September, 1802, in his 7l8t year. 
In 1809 a collection of his philosophical writings was 
pub^shed in an octavo voluroey entitled " A plam £le- 
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menUry and Practical System of Natural Philosophy, 
including Astronomy and Chronology.** 

David Rittenhouse, the astronomer, was one of the 
luminaries of this period. He was bom in 1732, at Ger- 
mantown, in the county of Philadelphia, and was the son 
of a respectable, fkrmer. He was chosen vice-provost, 
and professor of .astronomy at the time that the name of 
the old College of Philadelphia was changed for the 
IHHinding title of the University of Pennsylvania, and 
died in June, 1796. The events of bis life have been 
recorded by William Barton, late of Lancaster, in a 
IRTork which throws much light upon the political and 
literary history of Pennsylvania. He published an ora- 
tion, delivered before the Philosophical Society, in 1775, 
the subject of which is the history of astronomy, and a 
few memoirs on mathematical and astronomical subjects, 
in the first four volumes of the transactions of that so- 
ciety. Dr« Rittenhouse translated the tragedy of Lacu 
Samson, from the German of Lessing, in 1789, which 
was printed the same year. He was excessively fond of 
periising works of fiction. 
^ R. P. S. 

COMMEMORATION OF THE LANDING OF 

WILLUM PENN. 
Friday, the 24th of October, being the 146th Anniver- 
sary of the Landing of the immortal Founder of Penn- 
sylvania, and his pilgrim associates, the memorable 
event was commemorated by the Penn Society, with 
•entiments which its recollections were calculated to in- 
spire. At five o'clock P. M. the Society sat down to a 
sumptuous dinner at the Mansion House Hotel. JO- 
SEPH PARKER NORRIS, Esq. presided, assisted by 
PsTzm Stsphbit Ddpoitceau, Esq. as Vice President. 
After the cloth was removed the following toasts were 
pronounced, 

1. 7%e Memorable 2M of October 1682.— The birth- 
'ilay of our beautiful and prosperous Commonwealth. 

2. 7^ Memory of William Pentu^Th^ great law- 
giver, '^-the first m either ancient or modern times, who 
j^d the foundations of gfovemment in the pure a^d una- 
dulterated principles chT peace, of reason, and of right" 
(Jefferson.) 

3. The Pilgrim Fathers of Penmyhania.—Stucrtd be 
their memory, and honoured be the example they have 
set of political justice and private virtue. 

4. i%e Treaty under the Ekn.—A text book for di- 
plomatists, whethermonarchical or republican. 

5. Old Inland.— The seat of the first, the shortest, 
imd the roost memorable sesaon of the Legislature of 
Pennrelvania. 

6. The Great Iaxvo. — An imperishable monntnent of 
the wisdom — ^thp justice and the foresight of our illus- 
trious LAwdver. 

7. The Pirst Tariff of Pemwykonia-^htmg an tot en- 
titled " an Act for laying a duty on the importation of 

, Negro Slaves, Rum and other Spirits." 

8. The Fragments of the LenniLent^ onccihepow 
erful sovereigns of Pennsylvania; may no, cruel or avari- 
cious hand disturb them in their last retreat. 

9. Universal Education, — The only sound bass of uni- 
rersal suffcag^. 

10. '^The thru Lower Counties,*' now the State of 
Delaware) although our politiciil union as one state, has 
been broken, may our harmonious intercourse continue 
uninterrupted. 

11. JuldLan^ ^yn6.~The days of ancient Philadel- 
phia; the sera of simple rqanners and pure morals. 

12. Pennst/hfoniot from the Delaware to Lake Erie; 
inay the recollections of our common history, and the 
lense of mutual interest serve tp render us an ufiited 
people. 

13. The memory of our lamented President, the late 
jrenerable Judge Peters. , 

Of the Volunteer Toasts, which were numerous, we 
pemt that only the follo^ving have been preserved. 



By Mr.Norris, (the President of the dinner.) — PdHnr 
sf/hanians, wherever settled. 

By Mr. Duponceau, (the Vice Prewdent.) — ^Tlie me 
moiy of the Independent Jury, who acquitted William 
Penn of the alleged crime of worshipping God according 
to his conscience. 

By T. I. Wharton, Esq.— The memory of that excd- 
lent magistrate and most estimable man, the late Chief 
Justice Tilghman. 

By Wm. Strickland^— The City of Philadelphia tad 
her Arts. 

By Benjamin Chew, Jr. Esq. — Eternal Impn^BemeKts, 
The gigantic chain which will bind the nation with the 
insepanble ties of interest. The Founder and FMheis 
of Pennsylvania were the first to perceive its importance^ 
and to designate the lines of communication which are 
now adopted under the approval of a century aad a 
quarter of reflection. 

' By William Boyd, Esq.— !ni« Signs of the Ttwet.— 
May they eventuate in the continued' prosperity and 
happiness of our country. 

By a Guest. — Our ancient and faithful sSSatf^ the De- 
laware Indians. Wherever they may be carried by the 
destiny of nations, to Illinois or Arkansas, we aakhtmiaB- 
ity to themselves and justice to their history. 

|i> the course of the evening, was re^ tl^e f oUowiag 
ODE, 
Written for theyKcasion by Dr. Ccates. 

When Pmdar struck the ^olian lyre 

And sung of heroes and of kings; 
He filled the listening youth with fire. 

And urg'd to proud and gen*rous things. 
He sung the deeds their fathers dar'd 

To earn th* historian's just acclaim; 
The lands they tam'd, the towns they rear'd* 

The realms they raised to wealth and &nie. 

Then, changing on the harp his lays. 

He poured aloud the moral son^, 
And showed that high, heroic praise. 

To wisdom and to worth belong. 
He taught t' ennoble human kind. 

And praise the strength and blessings gir'n^ 
That God bcstow'd the forceful mind. 

And glorious virtue flows from heav'n. 

The fiery bar that crimson glows. 

Is doom'd the chilling wave to feel, 
And thus, with toil^ and sudden woes. 

The soul is cas'd in temper*d steel. 
What founders, mark'd by righteous deed* 

And firm resolve can history show 
More bent than ours on virtue's meed. 

Or more refin'd with pain and woe? 

Then count the seasons as they roll. 

And hail the glad returning day. 
The festive board, memorial bowl. 

Impassioned speech and burning lay. 
And holy are the blessings free. 

That now your graceful hours employ; 
Then chasten'd be your mirth and glee. 

And mix'd with thought your god-lili;e joy. 

Rekindle your ancestral fires; 

'Tis mind that crowns your natal place; 
'Twas virtue hither brought your sires. 

And virtue shall protect their race. 
Then of^ revive th* inspiring thought. 

And make the glorious blessing sure; 
And Freedom thus bv justice bought. 

From age to age sh^l still endure. 

Jimtr. Dml^Jdvir. 
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A LECTURE ON ARCHITECTUllE, 

IkUvered hefore ike "Pittsburgh PMhscphieal Society,*' 
By Jobs Bsbak, Esq. Civil Engineer and Architect. 

Gentlemen, — ^In.the discourse which I have this even- 
Mig the honour to address you with, I have endeavour- 
ed to lay before you some of the advantages which will 
result to this country from the cultivation of the study 
€^ Jfrchitecture. 

We may observe that there are some arts which are 
useful only» being adapted to supply our natural wants, 
or assist oiu- infirmities. Others ag^in are instruments 
of luxuiy merely, and calculated to flatter the pride, 
and gratify the ambition of man; whilst others are con- 
trived to answer many purposes, tending at once to pre- 
ieire, to secure, to accommodate, to delight, and to 
give consequence to the human species. 

Architecture, the subject of our present conversation, 
is of this latter kind, and when viewed in its full extent, 
may be said to have a very considerable share in almost 
evciy comfort and luxury of life. The advantages de- 
rived from houses only are great, £ey being the first 
step towards dvilization, and having considerable in- 
fiuence both on the body aud mind of man. 

Secluded from each other in the desert, inhabiting 
wretehcd huts, exposed to the inclement vicisntudes of 
seasons, men are generally indolent, dull, and abject, 
with faculties benumbed, and views limited to the gra- 
tification of their most pressing necessities; but when- 
ever societies are formed, and commodious dwellings 
are found, in which, well sheltered, they may breathe 
a temperate air, amid the summer's heat, or winter's 
cold; sleep, when nature calls, at ease, and in security, 
study unmolestedly, converse, and taste the sweets of 
social enjoyments, there they are spirited, active, in- 
genious, and enterprising, vigorous in body, and specu- 
lative in mind; agriculture and the arts flourish, and the 
necessaries, the conveniences^ and even the luxuries of 
life, become there abundant 

Mere strength, however steady and persevering, 
obtains with diflUculty the desired object; but invention 
fihcilitates and shortens labour, multiplying productions 
in such vast abundance as not only to supply our domes- 
tic wants, but produces the means of treasuring them 
tip for foreign msu^ets. 

Architecture then smoothes the way for coTnmerce; 
she forms commodious roads, throws bridges over deep 
or rapid rivers, turns aside, or deadens the fury of tor- 
rents, constructs canals for navigation, builds ships, and 
forms harbours for th^r secure protection in the hour of 
danger, facilitating thus the intercourse between nations 
by the conveyance of merchandise from people to 
people. '*' 

A well regulated commerce is ever the source of 
wealth, and hixury is ever an attendant on riches; and 
as the powers of gratification increase, fancy multiplies 
wants, till at length a variety of artificial cravings, the 
result of riches, could not be g^tified without the assis- 
tance of Architecture to form elegant dwellings, mag- 
luficent temples, splendid churches, baths, porticos, 
theatres, triumphal arches, monuments, mausoleums, 
. bridges, aqueducts, and an endless train of similar in- 
ventions, at once necessary instruments of afiAuence and 
refinement, or striking testimonies of the vigour, genius, 
wealth, grandeur, and taste of the age of their produc- 
fion. 

Nor are there any objects, whether necessary, or su- 
perfluous; so certainly productive of their design, so 
permanent in their effects, or beneficial in their conse- 
quencesy as those productions of art; inasmuch as fine 
ramiture, rich dresses, or brilliant equipages, are only 
•econdary attractions at first; they too soon feel the ef- 
fects of time, and their value passes away with the 
&ihion of the day: not so with well constructed build- 
ings, roads, bridges, canals, or other superstructures of 
that class; (hey are monuments lasting beyond the reach 
Pf Okodes, and record to the latest posterity, the conse- 



quence, virtue, achievements, and munificence of those 
they commemorate. And furtlicr, the encouragement 
afforded to this art by the public, gfives employment 
to many ing^ious artificers, and labourers of varioua 
kinds, in converting materials of little or no use m eitu^ 
into the most gratifying productions of human skiO, 
beautifying our cities, and multiplying the comforts and 
conveniencies of life over the face of the country. But 
these are not the only advantages; there may be enu- 
merated a long train of arts and manufactures which 
are necessary in perfecting the works connected there- 
with, constituting many lucrative branches of manufac- 
ture and commerce. Besides that certain concourse of 
strangers who visit every country cekhrated for m^ogMJU 
cent works, and stateb/ structures. These extend your 
fame, adopt your fashions, give reputation to, and create 
a demand for your productions at home sind abroad. 
Nor is architecture less useful in defending, than pros- 
perous in adorning and enriching countries. She guards 
then- coasts, secures their boundaries, fortifies their 
cities, and by a variety of artful constructions, controls 
the ambition, and frustrates the attempts of foreign 
powers. 

Thus architecture, by supplying men with commo- 
dious hikbitations, procures that health ci body, ind vigor 
of mind which facilitate the inventions of art; and when, 
by the exertion of their skill or industry, productions 
multiply beyond domestic wants, she furnishes, by her 
roads, canals, and Mps, the means of transporting them 
to other markets; and whenever by commerce th^ 
acquire wealth, she points out the way to employ th^ 
riches, rationally, nobly, and benevolently, in matters 
useful and honourable to themselves, and theirdescend- 
ants; adding, at the same time, splendour to the state» 
and yielding benefit both to cotemporaries and posterity, 
and enabling them thereby to feel the power and con- 
sequence of their happy ntuation. 

An art so variousfy^ conducive to the comforts at 
^mankind, and which adds so much to the wealth, lustr^ 
and safe^ of nations, naturally demands protection and 
encowag^ment. In effect it appears that, in all civiliz- 
ed times, and well regulated governments, it has been 
much attended to, and. promoted with unremitting assi- 
duity. And the perfection of other arts has ever been a 
certain consequence; for where improvements of this 
kind are encouraged, painting, sculpture, and all the 
inferior branches of decorative workmanship, flourish of 
course; and these a^n have an influence on manu^- 
tures even to the minutest mechanical productions, for 
dengn is of universal benefit^ and stamps an additional 
value on the most triJUng performance, the unportance of 
which to a commercial people, is obvious, and requires 
no further illustration. 

But it is not to be imagined that building, consdered 
merely as heaping materials upon each other, in ill 
shapen or tasteless forms, can be of consequence, or 
reflect credit either on nations or individuals. IfateriaU 
in Architecture, are like words in phraseology, having 
separately but little power; and they are frequenUy so 
arranged, as to excite ridicule ,disgfust, or even contempt; 
yet when combined with skiU, and expressed witH juag- 
ment, they actuate the mind with unbounded sway: 

But, Gentlemen, many; and singularly opposite, must 
be the qualities and attainments of him who aspires to 
excel in an art so variously directed. It would be a 
strange error indeed to suppose it merelj mechanical, 
and confined to building walls or hewmg stones, or 
wood, by rules of which the practice supposes nothing 
naore^as necessary than eyes accustomed to judge of a 
perpendicular, or hands expert in the manag[ement of 
a trowel; and in contemplating the art of building, all 
that strike a vulgar imagination, are confiised heaps of 
collected materials, scaffolding, machinery, took^ and 
and workmen. But these arp but the rough bark of an 
art, the ingenious mysteries of which, though discover- 
able only to few observers, excite the admiration of all 
who comprehend them. Thqr perceive inventi<His gf 
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\rhich the boldness implies a g-enius at one fertile and 
comprehensive, proportions, of which the excellence 
lUscovera exquisitely delicate feeling, and refined tast^, 
Attainable only* by long* studying", contemplating, and 
copying the most esteemed works of art; and whoever 
is qualified to taste so many real beauties, will, I am 
9cii*e, far from attempting to confound architecture with 
t|ie inferior arts, be strongly inclined to rank it amongst 
those that are most exalted. 

To produce well arrangtjd works in architecture, it 
requires that the professor should have ingenuity and 
application, and be a good .draughtsman, without which 
he cannot design with either truth or elegfance; he must 
well understand the elements of geometry, to femiliarise 
hiim with the comgtniction of works composed of straight 
lines, and regular curves; transcendental, to direct his 
course in the more abstract application of eccentric 
curves to domical and equilibriated arches, &c. practi- 
cal astronomy, to correct his topographical delineations; 
perspective, to guide his taste in the diversified effects 
produced by change of position; staticks, to govern his 
designs in all that relates to the ec^tiilibrium of building, 
connected as it most intimately is with direct, lateral, 
and compound pressures, upon which the 'stability of 
his work in many cases depends; mechanics, to lead his 
inventive powers to the application of machinery, with- 
.out which no cumbrous work could be executed; pneu- 
maticks, with its A'arious application to ventilation, the* 
construction of pumps, and other machinery affected 
by the dilation, or contraction of air; hydraulicks, to 
enable him to manage and convert the surplus waters of 
the country to the most useful purposes of supplying his 
buildings, mills, forming canals, reservoirs, &c. and an 
intimacy with geological subjects, is indispensable to 
assist his judgment in the nature of many of the materials 
of which the most extensive and massive works ace 
composed. — In fine, the accomplished architect requires 
to be a learned judge, rather than a skilful artist, to 
enable him to direct others with precision in the various 
branches connected with his art. He mast also be com- 
petent, assisted hy a perfect knowledge of mensyration, 
to judg^ and value their performances with masterly 
accuracy; with all this, must be united mflexible integ- 
rity, being frequently placed in the critical situation of 
arbiter between conflictir^ parties; it is therefore ne- 
cessary that he should be endowed with a sound under- 
standing, a quick apprehension, the reasoning faculties 
clear and uninfluenced by prejudices, having at the 
same time a temper steady, enterprising, and resolute. 

Thus, Gentlemen, I have selected for your considera- 
tion, the opinion of the most celebrated writers on ar- 
chitecture, in ancient and modem times; and though, at 
present, the value of this beautiful and sublime art is 
hardly known, in this most happily situated city, bfes- 
scd with a steady fine climate, lying mid-way between 
the cotton coimtries of the South, and the metatic re- 
gions of the North, in the midst of the most extensive 
sheep-folds in this union, with several strata of the fiitest 
bituminous coal under our febt, accompanied with lime 
stone, the true source of perpetual renovation for the 
productive soil of the surrounding country; having also 
the most extraordinary facility, by the works of natut'e 
and art, in our rivers and canals, converging to this 
point, bringing materials of every description to ai^d 
from our mai-ket: it is to be hoped that, though now 
unappreciated, the rising generation of this favoured 
hot-bed for manufiicturcs, will encoui*age the study and , 
cultivation of architecture, by inviting artists from every 
country, to reside among them, and by the introduction 
of the purest and most classic specimens to their public 
buildings, s6 that, at no vety remote period, men may 
be produced fVom among themselves whose acquire- 
ment in the correct theory and practice of it, may, like 
West, Stuart, Evans and Perkins, add to the glory of 
this infant, but colossal and energetic country, and place 
them on a level with the roost distingiii^ed masters of 
any age.— TV Hewperus, 



PENNSYLVANIA HOUTICULTURAL SOCIETY. 
We attended the meeting of this Society, on the 3d 
instant, and were much g^tified at the interest which 
is already created in its favour. So important an insti- 
tution will not, we hope, be suffered to languish for 
want of the encouragement necessary for its support — 
every citizen is interested in its welfare. The following' 
account of the exhibition of fine fruits and flowers at 
the last meeting, will convey some idea of the good 
effects which it has already, in its infancy, produced: — 

A stated meeting of this society was held on the cren- 
ing of the 3d instant, and notwithstanding the inckmcn- 
cy of the weather, was attended by many of the mem- 
bers; affording very pleasing evidence ^>f the increasing 
interest which is felt in the institution. A number of 
the practical gardeners of our vicinity were prcacnt, 
and with their accustomed lil>erality, brought forward 
large contributions from their green houses; upward* of 
40 species of beautiful flowers were produced, some oC 
which were considered veiy rai'e. There were also 
presented for examination, fifteen varieties of peMs and 
apples; wmong the former were some very superior St. 
Germain and white Doyenne pears; the former sent ftom 
Lower Dublin Township. It is to be wgretted that this 
excellent fruit is so rart*ly to be found in our market, 
notwithstanding it always bears a very high price. As 
we know of no peculiar difficulty attending its produc- 
tion, we recommend it to the attention of the horticul- 
turists of our ncighbauriioo<l. 

D. Maupay, exhibited Cauliflowers and Broccoli, both 
fine for the season. 

Col. Carr, presented a bottle of wine, two years old, 
made from the Alexander grape, the proiluct of hit own 
vines; it was thought to have excellent body and fine 
flavour, very similar to good Teneriffe. 

Among the flowers, particularly deserving notice, 
were "the following: — 

iJ'rom the Garden of Col. Carr, [late Bartram'*.r-Lo- 
pezia Hirsuta, indigenous to Mexico; this new and beau- 
tiful plant was presented to the proprietor by Williiiin 
Maclure, Esq., and is now flowering for the first time, 
in his collection. It is about three feet high, floweni 
small and delicate, of a light red colour. Begonia Ar- 
gyrostig^a or Silvery Begonia, from Brazil; the leaves 
of this plant which has been lately imported, are of an- 
gular beauty. 

From the garden of D. & C. Landretfi, Federal it.— 
Aphmt of Bohea Tea, fiiU of flowers and fragraaoe. 
Plumbago Capensis, Amarylis Samiensis or Guernsey 
Lilly; this plant, although many years in their collection, 
has not bloomed until this Seasou. Cyrtanthuis Angusti- 
folius. Amaryllis Undulata, wave flowered lilly, fron^ 
Cape Good Hope. New Zealand flax; bearing no re- 
semblance to the flax cultivated by our farmers, but 
from its great strength, it appears well adapted to use- 
ful purposes. 

From the Garden of A. D' Arras, Arch street, nesr 
Schuylkill. — Hedychium Coronarium, from Mexico, 
beautiful white flowers, with delicious fhigrance, not 
Imlike the Catalonian Jessamine. Mespilus Japoiiica, 
[Japan Medlar,] flower very frjfig^ant. This fine fruit 
has been produced in perfection, in our green-houses. 
Mimosa Speciosa, from the Cape Good Hope: has been 
flowering, in D'Arra's collection, fbr six ikioatht past 
Ardisia Solanecia, [wax flower,] East Indies. 

In addition to which were numerous fine fpeoimeiB^ 
from the Gardens of T. Hibbert, 13th and Lomb^; J. 
M' Arann, Filbert street, west of Broad, and D. Maupay, 
Germantown road. 

Oh the whole, the displar^ of fVuite, TegetaWog aid 
flowers, was calcidated to afford the highest gf at i ficati aQ 
to every lover of Horticulture; and it is to behoped, tkat 
those engaged in its practical details, wiU eontintee to 
evince the .same laudable zeal, to render the AWelings 
of the society attractive by their liberal contributions. 
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INTEUNAL IMPROVEMBNT. 
Allkghbnttown. 

TIhs town has recently been imcorporatetli and as a 
^ pleasant recess fi-oni tUcJbusiiH'ss ami bustle of tlie city , it 
is equalled, by no village in the vicinity of I'ittbburgb. 
The surrounding prospect is truly deligblful: particu- 
larly, tbe scenery fonuetl by tlie junction of the Alleghe- 
ny and the Monong»hcla, t>ic Ohio in its incipient stage, 
its regular cuivatttre,the vista extending" from the bridge 
to the temiination of the bend, tbe valleys, and tbe in- 
dented hills, constitutes a landscape on which the eye 
rests with the luxury of vision. Wc notice this view nii- 
nutcly, because it is one which travellere and visitants 
vmA out as peculiarly attractive. 

BmkUnes.-^TlieTe has been erected within the cor- 
porate linuts oi VllegbeDytown,during the last 6 months 
64 buildings, and the foundationafbi- many more are al- 
ready laid. 

MereatingJltaembhge.—Btlovr the Allegheny bridge, 
on ^ebank of the river, fronting the city, andmcluded 
within the corporation of Allegheny town, there arc 
twelve dwelling-housea, some of which are elegant, situ- 
ated in the midst of a romantic scenery, and within a 
neighboring distance of each other, owned and occupi- 
ed by the following gentlemen who pursue their re- 
spective professions and avocations in the city:— Mr. 
M*Clean,aprmter; Mr. Loomis, a bookseller and station- 
er, Mr. Carpenter a book binder; Mr. Savoury, an en- 
graver? Mr. Nelson, a painter? Mr. MoUineux, an engra- 
ver? Mr.M*llwaine, coach-maker; Mr. Snowden, printer, 
with whom also lives his son, Wm. M. Snowden, Esq. 
itlomey at Law; Mr. Vendegrift, a carpenter; Mr. 
Woods a carpenter; Mr. Fitzimmons, a merchant; and 
the Rev. Mr. Kerr. 



Lead Factory. — Messrs. Charlton & Co. are erecting 
an extensive lead factory >*hich is in a state of forward- 
ness. 

rineyttrd. — John Townc, Esq. hasmailc provision for 
tljc cultivation of an extensive viiic>aid; and witlia view 
to this objcct,hehRs laid out his grounds on a plan equal- 
ly novel and beautiful, that, proper attention being paid 
to it, cannot fail ofi enabling him to realize his utmost 
wishes. 

The gentlemen who compose tlie Common Council 
of this borough, are entitled to all praise for the exer- 
tions they are making to improve it. The time is not 
far distant, when they will witness, as, in a good mea- 
sure, the fruits of their efforts, large accession? of popu- 
lation, wealth, and refinement. 

BimHIIfORAIV. 

Glass Works. — These works are carried on by F. 
Wendt Sc Co. and are known by the name pf the Bir- 
mingham Glass Works. This concern manufactures 400 
boxes of glass per month. 

Jlir Foundry. — ^This foundry has lately been erected 
by Mr. Jacob Hartman, who has made proviwons for 
doing a large business. 

Lock Mcmufadory. — This establishment is owned by 
Messrs. J. & J. Patterson, and is the most extensive one 
of the kind in the west The locks manufactured by 
this company, are equal, if not superior, to any made in 
any other part of the United States. The concern ia 
now erectmg an Air Foundry for the manufacture of 
brass and iron cast ware, on a large scale. 



Western Thcof^^eal -SWwtiwin/.— Active preparations 
are being made for the erection of this edifice. The 
elevated site on which it is to be built, commands a full 
view of the city, the Allegheny and Monongahela rivers, 
and a large extent of country. When completed rt 
will be 150 feet in length, and three stories in height, | 
to which, provision will be made for the aildition of 
wings, if found nccessarj-. It would have been difficult 
to select a more eligible situation in the West for this 
Seminary, tlian the one determined upon; and from the 
exertions nmnifcjted in the preparations for its erection, 
wc are led to believe that it will be completed in a short- 
er period than was expected when its location was de- 
cided upoa by the General Assembly. The Rev. Dr. 
Jane way, Professor of Theology, arrived sometime since 
with his family. 

PiUsburgh Cotton Fodory.— This is a new factory 
nearly completed, owned by Messrs, Blackstock, Bell, 
and, C6. pleasantly situated opposite the city, a short 
distance from the western termination of the Allegheny 
bridge. It is four stories high including the basement 
story which is built of stone; the rest is brie): work.— 
Tbe dime nsions af c 158 feet by 48^ and when completed, 
it will contain from 8 to 10 thousand spindles^ together 
with a proportion of powei* looms. The machinery is 
in a forward sUte, and the building will be ready to re- 
ceive it in the month of October, or November. 

Hope Cotton Factory— This is a new factory, bwned 
by Messrs. Shoenbergfcr, Wrenshall & Co. It is beauti- 
fully situated near tlie embankment and aqueduct, and 
commands a full view of the east part of the city, and 
of Bayvxfatown. This factory is brick-work, 130 feet 
1^ 45, four stories high, and when completed, it will con- 
tain 5,600 spindles. It is designed to be in operation in 
Ms^next. 

William Robinson^ Ksq. is ejecting a block of brick 
buildings adjcnning the canal bridge, 150 feet iii length, 
and coqtikiiung seveii tenements^ 



We have seldom seen a more practical illustration of 
internal improvement, than what we witnessed a few 
days ago in Market street. An ox wagon stopped at the- 
house of Fai'is & Co. from the hind part of which was 
taken an unusually fat calf; together ^ ith sundry other 
articles of marketing, and from the fore part, one hun- 
dred and twenty pieces of blue and mixed cassinetts, all 
from the farm and manufiictory of A. & J. Murphy,* 
Fleece Dale. We look upon such sigtw as bcttter calcu- 
lated to please the true philanthropist and patriot, thanr 
all the political ones that have of late appeared, from^ 
the Chatahooche, to the Kennebec. 

Among the many recent improvements and acboramo* 
dations of our city, we notice a stand for hacks at the 
comer of Third and Wood streets. The novelty is 
pleasing, and the general appearance both of houses and 
carriages, is highly creditable ta the enterprising own- 
ers. We wish tliem success.— 7%« Hesperus. 

Appothtmes'T by thb Govbbwoe. 
Joshua Raybold, Ksq. to be a Commissioner under 
the Act of Asssembly 1828, to survey and lay out cer- 
tain parts of the township of Moyamcnsirtg, in the roomi^ 
of John Kesslcr, resigned. 

INSPECTORS OE THE PRISON. 
By the City Councils. 
Thomas Roney ] Thomas Wallace. 

Alexander M*Carahcr, | 

By the ComnUiswners of the N. Liberties, 
George N. Baker | Augu vin Stevenson. 

By the Commissioners of Souihwark 
Joel B. Sutherland | George M*Leod. 

The inspectors just elected, in conjunction with the 
Inspectors whose term of service hadnot expired, met, 
and chose 

Thomas Bradfoi-d, Jr. Pi-esidcnt. 
George McLeod, Treasurer, 
GcoEgc N. Baker, Secretary. 
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Proceedings of CouneiU, — At a meeting of Councils 
held on the Sd instant, the following resolution was 
adopted. 

" Kesolved by the Select and Common Councils, that 
the Watering Committee be autlH)rised, and they arc 
, hereby empowered, to confer with the Pennsylvania 
Canal Commissioners, or their agents haying^ in charge 
the Pennsylvania Railway, relative to the entrance of 
said railway into the city of Pliiladelphia, and report to 
Councils." 



JReauHs of the Election in Pennsylvania. 
21»t CONGRKSS. 
1st district, Joel B. Sutlierland 
2d 'Joseph Hemphill 

3d Daniel H.Miller 

4th James Buchanan 

'Joseph Evans 

•Georjfe G. Leiper 
5th John B. Sterigere 

6th Innis Green 

7th . 'Henry A. Muhlenburg 

Joseph Fry, jr. 
8th Samuel D. Ingham 

George Wolff 
9th 'Philander Stevens 

'James Ford 

'Alem Marr 
10th Adam King 

llth William Ramsey 

•ThomJui H. Crawford 
12th 'John Scott 

13th Chauncey Forward 

14th 'Thomas Irwin 

15th 'Wiiliam M'Creery 

16tfa 'John Gil more 

'William Wilkins 
17th Richard Coulter 

18tb •JUmasH.SiU 

Those marked thus ' are not members of the present 
Congress. 

SENATE OF PENNSYLVANIA. 

1 district, Stephrn Duncan 1830 

John Hare PoweJ 1831 

2 Peter Hay 1830 
Jesse R. Burden 1829 

3 Benjamin Reiff 1831 

4 Joshua Hunt 1830 
iJbhn&rlin 1832 

5 ^Matthiae Morris 1832 

6 'Daniel A. Bertolet 1832 
'Jacob Krebs 1832 

7 Frederick Hambright 1830 
'Samuel Houston 1832 

8 George Sellzer 1830 

9 John Ray 1830 

10 'Jacob Drumhellcr 1832 

11 John fiyan 1829 

12 Henry King 1829 
Wilfiam G. Scott 1831 

13 Robert M'Clure 1831 

14 Zephaniah Herbert 1829 
Henry Logan 1831 

15 David Fuilerton 1831 

16 Jesse Miller 1829 

17 'Thomas Jackson 1832 

18 Jacob IJL Wise 1831 

19 Daniiil Sturgeon 1830 

20 'Thomas Ringland 1830 
fWilliam G. Hawkins 1832 

21 Moses SulUvan 1829 
Johiv Brown 1831 

22 Alexander Ogle 1829 

23 John Leech 1829 

24 Eben StnUh Kelly 1830 

Thoic names with • art new members. Those with 
t«rc re-elected- 



HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Philadelphia City-^Wm. Lehman, William Boyd, 
Benjamin S. Bonsadl, Henry Simpson, Win. Duncan, 
D. S. Ilassinger. 

Philadelphia County — Benjamin Martin, Wm. Binder 
David Snyder, Michael Uiter, J. Hergesheimer. John 
Folkrod, Thomas J. Heston. 

Bucks^/ames Homer, Jacob Clymer, Chas* Lombart, 
James iVtlson, 

Delaware. — Edward Siler. 

Chester — John Morgan, Isaac Trimble, Robert ABUer, 
Dr, S. M'Clean. 

Lancaster— Benj. Champneys, John Fony, jr. Heniy 
Haines, sen. Nathaniel F. Lightner, Henry UotCetter, 
Jamep A. Caldwell. 

York — Michael Doudel, Stephen T. Cooper, Ttaots 
Metzler. George Fisher. 

Cumberland — Peter Lobaugh, Wm. Alexander. 

Perry — James Black. 

Berks and Schuylkill— Philip A. Good, ThooM J. 
Rehrer, George Kline, John Stauiler, Jacob Kerchec 

Northampton, Wayne, and Pike— Abnduun Hflai» 
M. Robert Butz, Wm. Overfield. 

Lehigh— W. C. Livingston, Geo. Miller. 

Northumberland — Henry Frick. 

Union — ^Ner Middlesworth, John Drisbadi. 

Columbia.—John M*Reynolds, John Robinson. 

Washington — Samuel Workman. William Patterton^ 
Aa|on Kerr, Wm. Waugh. 

Westmoreland— George Farrell, Benjamin Byerijr^ 
Jaidn Long. 

Indiana, Armstrong andjefierson — ^Joseph Bankin, 
Daniel Lawson. 

Fayette- Samuel Evans, S. G. Kreps, J. Fuller. 

Bedford— J. A. Blodget, N. P. Fetterraan. 

Franklin — Ludwig Heck, Wm. Boals, John Cox. 

Montgomery — John Stephens, John Matbeys, James 
Evans/ Adam Slemmer. 

Dauphin— John Roberts, W. Lauman. 
•Lebanon — Peter Shindle^ Peter Wolfersberger. 

Luzerne and SusquehanlULh— Garrick Mallery, Gtsrgt 
Dennison, Isaac Post. 

Bradford — John Laporte. 

Huntingdon — John' Blair, John Owens. 

Beaver — John R, Shannon. 

Allegheny and Butler— Ross Wilkins^ Jas. Powers 
James Patterson, James M*Kee. 

Mifflin — Epbraim Banks, John Patterson. 

Somerset and Cambria— John Phile and John Geb- 
hart. 

Lycoming, Tioga, Potter and M'Kean— Solomon 
Bastress, Curtis Parkhurst 

Green — Barnet Whitlach. 

AdvLmA-^ames M* Sherry, Thomas Stevens. 

Centre and Clearfield — Thomas Hastings and Henry 
Petrikm. 

Crawford and Venango — J. Galbraitk, 

Erie and Warren — George Moore. 

Mercer — Thomas S. Cunningham. 

OC/* Those in lUdic are Administration men. 

Expediiious Travel6ng,^The passengers that leftN. 
York by the Union Despatch Line, on Saturday, Novem- 
ber 1st, arrived at Philadelphia, in the steamboat Bur- 
lington, at 4 o'clock and 52 minutes, making th^ short 
passage of 8 hours and 52 minutes. 
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EXPULSION OF CONGRESS FROM PHILADEL- 
PHIA. 
Some months subsequent to the signing of the preli- 
mintiy articles of Peace, General Greene^ in order to 
spare the Pennsylranlans the fatigues of a tedious march, 
and to save expense to the United States, engaged a 
letter of marque belonging to Rhode Island, to transport 
two companies of that line to Philadelphia. A change 
of climate being con9idered as necessary to tiie re-es- 
tabli^ment of my health, which was at that period much 
impaired, I ob;tained permission to embark with them, 
|}romisingf to await the GeneraTs arrival in that eity^ 
where he expected to have much business to transact 
vidi Congress. We arrived ict a most important mo- 
ment As our troops disembarked, a Considerable num- 
ber of mutineers of their own line, from Lancaster, sur- 
itMmded the Hall of Congress, demanding the prompt 
settlement of their accounts, and threatening vengeance 
m case of refusal, or even an attempt to procrastinate 
the consideration of their claims. It was my misfortune 
to witness this outrage, and to find, that too many of 
the men) who had returned with honour from the south, 
lonook their officers to join the disaffected, and support 
their unwarrantable proceedings. Violence was now 
increased to so higfh a pitch, that General Hamilton, at 
the tune a member of the National Legfiskture, having 
fruitleaslv endeavoured, by expostulation, to subdue the 
wrath of the revolters, and moderate the extravagance 
of their demands, joined his colleagues in the Hall of 
their deliberations, and caljily advised them '< to think 
of eternity, since he confidently believed, that within the 
space of an hour, not an individual of their body would 
be left alive:" The ftilpineness of the authorities of the 
state, under these circumstances, was the cause of gene- 
ral astonishment. It was said, that Gen. Reed, and many 
distinguished military characters, indignant at the treat- 
ment offered to the National Representatives, strongly 
Hi|;ed the calling out of the militi^ volunteering their 
services^ and pledging them^lves, by ^ decisive blow, 
to restore tranquilnty. Governor Dickenson, however, 
wu determined to aVoid violent measures; and as dan- 
ger was inseparable from delay. Congress, during the 
night, left the city for Princeton. The mutineers, with 
increasing insolence,- now threatened to take the law 
into their own hands, and to satisfy their claims from the 
ipoils of the Bank. The menace at once electrified 
ererf bosom { and it appeared every man's concern, to 
render the threat abortive. The whole city were in- 
stantaneously in arms, and in a few hours, the msurgent* 
were either dispersed or prisoners; To their honour iC 
iboold be known, that Major James Hamilton of the 
1st Pennsylvania Regiment, (recently arrived from the 
tfnay of General Greene^) and Captain Bond, who com- 
iBanded the troops from the south, immediately landed, 
used every exertion to check these disgraceful pro- 
ceedings, till fi^nzy increased to such a height, th<it to 
save them firora assassination, their ^etids compelled 
them to retire. 

[Garden's Jnealotea of the Btvohiianary War 

Baokttioru of Confess, June 21, 1783. 
Boohed, Hiat the president and supreme executive 
council of Pennsylvania, be informed that the authority 
of the United Btatea having been this day grossly intull- 
Vol. n. 35 



ed by the disoi'derly and menacing appearance of a bod^ 
of armed soldiers about the place within ii^^ich Cong^s^ 
were assembled, and the peace of this city being endan* 
gered by the mutinous disposition of the said troopa 
in the barrack^ it is, in the opinion of Congress, neces- 
sary that effective measures be immediately taken for 
supporting the public authority. - 

EesoheOf That the committee, on a letterfitmi colonel 
Butler, be directed to cionfer, T^thout loss of time, with 
the supreme executive council of Pemnylvania, on the 
practicability of carryinj^ the preceding resolutions intoT 
effect; and that in case it shall appear to the committee 
that there is not a satisf3^(:tory jpoundfor expecting ade- 
auate and prompt exertions of this state for supporting 
the dignity of the federal government; the president on 
the advice of the committee be authorised and directed 
to summon the members of Congress to meet on Thurs- 
day next at Trenton or Princetoti, in New Jersey, in or- 
der that further and more effectual measures may be 
taken for suppres^ng the present revol^ and mliintain- 
inj; the dignity and authonty of the United States. 

JUsohed, That the secretary at war be directed id 
communicate to the commander in chief the state and 
disposition of the said troops, in order that he mi^ take 
immediate measures to despatch to this city such force 
as he may judge expedient for suppressing any disturb^^' 
ahces that may ensue. IJoumala of Ctmgren, 

A number of soldiers, about three hundred, of the 
Pennsylvania line, with their armii and without theii' 
officers^ assembled at the State House, where Congress 
and the Executive Council of Pennsylvania sit; but i( 
was on a day (Saturday) which Congress do not ait; and 
they were adjourned from the evening befbre until Mon- 
day. The intended application of the men was to th< 
Executive Council, and not to Congress; and perhaps 
their coming with their anus is to be attributed to their 
never having gone without them, or that they wore 
them only as ensigns of their ^rvices, and not with anjr 
hostile intention towards any body, ntUch less towards 
Confess, who had proceeded even to a degree of anx- 
iety in recommending and expressly pressing on the se-' 
veral states, the adoption of measures for the reward of 
the army. 

Congrete conceived the dignity of the union 8ome<' 
what touched upon by the appearance of an armed body 
not under command, and a9 measofes were Aot so imme* 
(£ately entered into by the state for preventing it, as 
Congress conceived the digfnity, (not the dainger) of the 
case required, they adjourned their next meeting to 
PrincetOTi. 

Our correspondent concludes, with remarking, that if 
the king of England was to withdraw every time he 
conceives himsen dffronted, he would long before now 
have b'eefi in Hanover; but he is used to them. And it 
is venr remarkable, that our American tdmults (if they 
may be called tumults,) are th^ most orderly, quiet« 
harmless and peaceable, of any in the world. We are 
now as still again as ever. [Penmyhatua Packet, 

By hii Excelkneif Elias BounntoT, Esq, President of 
the ImUed States in Congress aesembkd 
A PROCLAMATION. 
Whcrtas a body of armtd teldif rt in the Knrioe of the 
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United States, and quartered in the barracks of this city, 
having nutlnouslf renounced their obedience to their 
officers, did, on Saturday the twenty-first day of this in- 
stant, proceed^ under the direction of their Serjeants, 
in a hostile and threatening manner to the place where 
Congress was assembled, and did surround the same with 
guards: And whereas, Congress in consequence thereof, 
didvn the same day resolve, " That the President and 
Supreme Executive Council of this state should be in- 
formed, that the authority of the United States, having 
been, thut day, grossly insulted by the disorderly and 
menacing appeaiance of a body of armed soldiers, about 
the place within which Congress were assembled; and 
that the peace of this city being endangered by the hiu- 
tinpus disposition of the'sawd troops then in the barracks; 
it was, in the opinion of Congress, necessaiy, that effec- 
tual measures should be immediately taken for support- 
ing the public authority:*' And also, whereas Congress 
<tid at the same time, appoint a committee to confer 
with the siud President and Supreme Executive Council 
mi thepracticability of carrying the said resolution into 
due effect; and also, whereas the said committee have 
reported to me, that they have not received satisfactory 
assurances for expecting adequate and prompt exertions 
of this state for supporting the dignity of the federal 
government: And also, whereas, the said soldiers still 
continue in a state of open mutii^y and revolt, so that 
tht dignity and authority of the United States would be 
constantly exposed to a repetition of insult, while Con- 
gress shall continue to sit m this city. I do therefore, 
by and with the advice of tiie said committee, and ac- 
cording to the powers and authorities in me vested for 
this purpose, hereby summon the Honourable the De- 
legates composing the Congress of the United States, 
and every otthem, to meet in Congress on Thui'sday the 
26th of June, instant, at Princeton, in the state of New 
Jersev, in order that further and more effectual measures 
may be taken for suppressing the present revolt, and 
mamtiuning the dignity and authority of the United 
States, of which all officers of the United States, civil 
and military, and all others whom it may concern, are 
deured to take notice, and govern themselves accord- 
ingly. 

Given under my hand and seal at Philadelphia, 
in the state of Pennsylvania, this twenty- 
fourth day of June, in the year of our Lord 
one thousand seven hundred & eighty-three, 
and of our sovereignty and independence tiie 
seventh. 

ELIAS BOUmNOT. 
Attest— Samuxl Stkbitt, Private Secretary. 

PaocxiniHos of Co^pghess. 
Princeton. . Tuesday, July 1, 1783. 

On the report of a committee, consisting of Mr. Ha- 
milton, Mr. Ellsworth, and Mr. Bland, to whom was re- 
ferred a motion of Mr. Hamilton. 

Itesohed, That Major General Howe be directed to 
march such part of the force under his command, as 
he shall judg^ necessary, to the state of Pennsylvania, 
in order that immediate measures may be taken to con- 
fine and bring to trial all such persons belonging to 
the army as have bean principally active in the late mu- 
tiny, to disarm the remainder, and to examine fully into 
all the circumstances relating thereto. 

That in the execution of the foregoing resolution, if 
any matters shall arise which may concern the civil ju- 
risdiction, or in which its aid may be necessary, applica- 
tion be made for the same to the executive authority of 
the state. 

That the executive of Pennsylvania be informed of the 
foregoing resolutions, and requested to afford their as- 
aistanoe whensoever the same shall be^required. - 

The committee, consisting of Mr. Hamilton, Mr. Ells- 
wortii, and Mr. Peters, to whom were referred a letter 
of the 17tii June, fi-om colonel R. BuUer, at Lancaster, 
and' sundry papers communicated to Congress by tho 



executive council of Pennsjlvahia, through their dele- 
gatos, having on the 19th of June madfc a verbal report, 
and on the 20th of the same month a report in writing, 
and tiie written report being on the 30th recommitted, 
that they might amend it, by adding thereto their ver- 
bal report, and the report be'mg this day brought in 
with the amendment: 

Ordered, That it be entered on the joumaL 

The report is as follows: 
The committee to whom were referred the letters and 
papers communicated to Congress by the executive 
council of Pennsylvania, through their delegates, re- 
port. 

That they had a conference yesterday, as dfftcterf, 
with the supreme executive council, in which, in the 
first instance, the propriety of calling out a deUtehment 
of militia to intercept the mutineers on their imrcQ 
from Lancaster, was proposed to the council, suggest- 
ing the danger of their being suffered with impunity to 
jom the troops in the barracks, who a few days before 
had manifested a dangerous spirit by an insolent and 
threatening message sent to Congress in the name of t 
board of Serjeants, and who it was apprehended wouW 
be ready to make common cause with those on thdr 
march for mutinous purposes. That the council bav^ 
ing shown a reluctance to call out any part of the miB- 
tia, expressing an opinion that they would not be willing 
to act, tin some outrage should have been committed by 
the troops: there appeared to the committee no alter- 
native but to endeavour to dissuade the mutineers fix)in 
coming to town, and if they failed in that attempt, to 
make use of expedients to prevent the troops in the 
barracks from joining in any excesses, and to induce the 
detachment fi-om Lancaster to return to that place. 
That in this view>,and at tiieir desire, the assistant se- 
cretary at war met the detachment then on its march 
to the city, and endeavoured to en^ge them to return 
to the former place, urging the considerations contained 
in the annexed instructions to him, but Uie sand detach- 
ment persisted in tteir intention of coming to this cHyv 
and arrived here this morning. That upon conferring 
with the superintendent of finance, they find there is a 
probability tiiat the paymaster general, to whom the 
settlement of the accounts of the army has been com- 
mitted, and who having all the documents in his pos- 
session, can alone execute the business with proprie^, 
will shortiy arrive from the army, antf wiTlimroediatdy 
enter upon a settiement with the troops in this state; 
that in the mean time measures will be taken to prepare 
the busmess for a final adjustment. That there wiD 
immediately be sent to Lancaster, a sum of money to be 
paid to the troops on account of the month's pay here- 
tofore directed to be advanced to them, the payment of 
which has hitherto, been delayed by particular circum- 
stances, together with notes for three months pay^ in- 
tended to be advanced to the men when furioughed- 
That they have desired this information to be transmit- 
ted to the commanding officers here, and at Lancaster, 
with this declaration, that the corps, stationed at Lancas- 
ter, including the detachment, can only be settled vitK 
or paid at that place. 

The instrudiona to Major Jiaekson, 
Silt, 
Information having been received, that a detachment 
of about eighty mutineers, are on their way irom Lan- 
caster to this place, you will please to proceed to meet 
them, and to endeavour by every prudent method to 
engage them to return to the post they have left. Ycfa 
will inform them of the orders that have been pren, 
permitting them to remain in service till their accounts 
shall have been setUed, if they prefer it to bdng f&r- 
loughed, and of the allowance of pay which has been 
made to the army at large* and in which .they are about 
to be included. You will represent to them that their 
accounts cannot be settled without their officers whom 
they have left behiml them at Lancaster. You Will repre- 
sent to-them- with coolness but energy, the improprie^o^ 
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wwh irregular proceeding^ and the danger they will 
run by persisting in an improper conduct You will as- 
supe them of the best intentions in Congress to do them 
justice, and of the absurdity of their expecting to pro- 
cure it more effectually by intemperate proceedings^ 
You will point out to them the tendency which such pro- 
ceedings may have to raise the resentijients of their 
country, and to indispose it to take effectual measures 
for their relief. In short, you will urge every consider- 
ation in your power to induce them to return, at the 
same time avoiding whatever may tend to irritate. If 
they persist in coming to town, you will give the earli- 
est notice to us of their progress and disposition. Should 
they want provisions, you will assure them of a supply, 
rf they will remain where they are, which you are to 
endeavour to persuade them to do, in preference to 
coming to town. 

I am. Sir, 
Your most obedient Servant, 

A. HAMILTON, 
In behalf of the Committer. 
Philadelphia^ June 19, 1783. 
Major jACKsoir, Assist Secretary at War. 

The committee, consisting of Mr. Hamilton and Mr. 
Ellsworth, appointed on the 21 st of June, to confer 
with the supreme executive council of Pennsylvania, on 
the practicability of taking effectual measures to support 
the public authority, having delivered in a report: 
Ordered^ That it be entered on the joumaL 
The Report is as follows: 

**Thc committee appointed to confer with the su- 
preme executive council of Pennsylvania, on the practi- 
^ility of taking effectual measures to support the pub- 
lic authority, in consequence of the disorderly and me- 
nacing appearance of a body of armed soldiers sur- 
rounding the place where Congress were assembled, on 
Saturday the 21st instant, beg leave to report; 

That they had a conference the morning following 
with the supreme executive council, agreeably to the 
intention of Congress, and having communicated their 
resolutions on that subject, informed the council, that 
Congress considered the proceeding on whioh that reso- 
lution was founded, of so serious a nature, as to render 
palliatives improper, and to requu*e that vigorous mea- 
«ure« should be taken to put a stop to the farther pre- 
g^t^ss of the evil; and to compel submission on the part 
of the offenders. That in this view they had thought 
it expedient to declare to the executive of the state in 
which they reside, the necessity of taking effectual 
measure* for supporting the public authorit}\ That 
though they had declined a specification of the mea- 
*ures which they would deem effectual, it was their 
Bcnse, that a number of the militia should be immediate- 
ly called out sufficient to suppress the revolt That 
Con^ss unwilling to subject the United States to a re- 
petition of tke insult, had suspended their ordinary de- 
liberations in this city, till proper steps should be taken 
to provide against the possibility of it. 

The council, after some conversation, informed the 
corpmittee, that they would wish, previous to a determi- 
nation, to ascertain the state and disposition of the mili- 
tia, and to consult the officers for that purpose. 

The day following the committee waited upon the 
council for their finsu resolution, having previously pre- 
sented a letter addressed to l^is excellency the president, 
of which a copy is annexed, requesting the determina- 
tion of the Council in writing. 

The council declined a written answer, alleging that 
it had been unusual on similar occasions; that they were 
unwilling to do any thing which might appear an inno- 
vation in the manner of conducting conferences between 
their body and committees of Congress; adding, how- 
ever, that they were ready to give their answer in 
writing, if Congress should request it. They then pro- 
ceeded to a. verbal answer, in substance as follows: 

That the Council had a high respect for the represen- 
tative sorereignty of the United States, and were dis- 



posed to do every thing in their power to support its 
dignity. That they resetted the insult which had 
happened, with this additional motive of sensibility, that 
they tliemselves had a principal share in it That 
they had consulted a number of well-informed ofBcersof 
the militia, and found that nothing in the present state 
of things was to be expected from that quarter. That 
the militia of the city in general, were not only iU pro- 
vided for service, but disinclined to act upon the pre. 
sent occasion. That the council did not believe any 
exertions were to be looked for fivm them, except in 
case of further outrage and actual violence to persons 
or property. That in such case a respectable body of 
citizens would arm for the security of tlieir property 
and of the public peace; but it was to be doubted what 
measures of outrage would produce this effect; and in 
particulai* it was not to be expected merely from a repe- 
tition of the insult which had happened. 

The council observed tliat they thought it their duty 
to communicate their expectations with candour, and 
passed from the subject of the practicability of vigoroui 
measures to the policy of tliem. They stated that Gen- 
eral St. Clair, with the approbation of several memhen 
of Congress and of council, had, by a declaration in 
writing, permitted the mutineers to choose a commit> 
tee of commissioned officers to represent their griev- 
ances to council, and had authorised them to expect 
that a conference would be allowed for tliat purpose. 
That it was said the mutineers began to be convinced of 
their error, and were preparing submissions. That from 
the steps which had been taken, the business seemed 
to be in a train of negotiation; and that it merited const- 
deration, how far it would be prudent to terminate the 
matter in that way rather than employ coercive means. 

The committee remarked with respect to the scruple 
about giving an answer in writing, that they could not 
forbear differing in opinion as to its propriety. That 
nothing was more common than written communica- 
tions between the executives of the different>tate8, and 
the civil and military officers acting under the authority 
of the United States; that for a much stronger reason 
there was a propriety in this mode of transacting busi- 
ness between tlie council and a committee of tlie body 
of Congress. That indeed it would be conformable \o 
the most obvious and customary rules of proceeding* 
and that the importance of the present occasion made it 
desirable to give every transaction the greatest preci- 
sion. 

With respect to llie practicability of employing the 
militia, the committee observed, that this was a point of 
which the council was alone competent to judge. That 
the duty of the committee was performed in exphcitly 
signifying the expectations of Congress. 

And with respect to the policy of coercion, the com- 
mittee remarked, titat the measures taken by Congress 
clearly incUcated their opinion, tliat the excesses of the 
mutineers had passed the bounds within which ^. spirit 
of compromise might consist with the dignity, jind even 
the safety of government. Tliat impunity fur what had 
happened might encourage to more flagrant proceed- 
ings, invite others to follow tlic example and extend the 
mischief. That the passivepess of conduct observed to- 
wards' the detachment which bad mutinied at Lancaster, 
and come to the city in defiance of their officers, had» 
no doubt, led to the subsccjuent violences. That these 
considerations had determined Congress to adopt deci- 
sive measui-es. That besides the application to th^ ^ 
state in which they ixside, for its immediate support 
they had not neglected other means of ultimately eze- 
cutmg their purpose, but had directed the commander 
in chief to march a detachment of troops towards the 
city. That whatever moderation it might be pmdent to 
exei^ise towards the mutineers, when tliey were once in 
the power of government, it was necessary, in the first 
instance, to place them in that situation. That Con- 
gress would probably continue to pursue thb object un- 
less it should be superseded by unequivocal demonstra- 
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Itons of submistton on the put of the mutineers. That 
thcj had hitherto g^ven no satisfactory evidence of this 
disposition, haeving^ lately presented the officers they 
had chosen to represent their ^evances, with a formal 
commission in ^^ting^, enjotnmgp them if necessary, to 
lise compulsory means for redresi^ and menacing them 
with death, in case of their fiiiling to execute their 
views. 

Underthis state of things the committee could not for* 
bear suggesting to the council^ that it would be expe- 
dient for them so to qualify the reception which they 
^ould think proper to give to any propositions made 
by the mutineers, as not to create embarrassments, 
should Congress continue to act on the principle of co- 
ercion. 

Tho committee finding that there was no satisfactory 
ground to expect prompt and adequate exertions on 
the part of the executive of this state, for supporting 
the public autiiority, were bound by the resolution un- 
4er which they acted, to advise the president to summon 
.Congress to assemble at Prii^eton or Trenton on Thurs- 
day the 26th instant 

Willing however to protract the departure of Con- 
gress as long as they could be justified in doing it, still 
hoping thut further information would produce more de- 
cisive measures on the part of the council, and desirous 
pf seeing what complexion the intimated submissions 
would assume, they ventured to defer advising the re- 
moval till the afternoon of the day following, that on 
which tii^ answer of council was given. But having 
then received no further commumcation from the coun- 
cil, and having learnt fbom General St Clair, tiiat the 
^bmissions proposed to be offered by the mutineers, 
through the ofRcers they had chosen to represent them* 
were not of a nature sufficiently explicit to be accepted 
or refied on— That they would be accompanied by new 
Remands, to which it would be improper to listen; that 
the officers themselves compdising th.e committee had 
shown a mysterious reluctaiyce to inform General St 
Clair of their proceedings; had refused, in the first in- 
stance, to do it, and hacf sdfterwards only yielded to a 
peremptory demand on his part — The committee could 
no longer think themselves at liberty to delay their ad- 
vice for an jidjournment, which they this day according- 
ly gave^ persuaded, at the same time, that it was neces- 
yaiy to impress the mutineers with a conviction, that 
extremities would be used against them before they 
would be induced to resolve oh a final and unreserved 
submission . 

Fhibde^hia, June 24» 1783. 
The Letter to His Excellency the President of the Su- 
preme Executive Council of Pennsylvania. 

Sir — We have the honour to enclose for your excel- 
lency and the council, a copy pf the resolutions commu- 
nicated Jn our conferences yesterday. Having then 
fully entered into all the explanations which were ne- 
cessary on the subject, wfe sh^ll not trouble your excel- 
lency with a recapitulation; but as the object is of a 
plicate and important nature, ^e think it our duty to 
request the determination of thp council in writing. 

We have the honour to be, with perfect respect, 
your excellency's most obedient servants. 
Philadelphia, June 23, 1783. 

Fridat/, July 11, 1783. 

On potion of Mr. Williamson, seconded by Mr. Ells- 
worth, Congress, came to the following resolution. 

One of the delegates from Pennsylvania having read 
in his plapfs, a letter from thq supreme executive coun- 
pil of that state, poipplaining of an ambiguity in part of 
the report of a committee which was entered on the 
journal of the 1st instant, in the following words: 
5* That they (the executive council) regretted the insult 
which had happened, with thi» additional motive of 
senubili^, that they hud themselves had a principal 
share in it." 

^so)yed, Tlu^t Congress do not conceive the com- 



mittee had the most distant intention toinstmisle that 
the executive dbuncil had any share in promotiojf the 
insult which was offered to Congress by the mutmom 
troops, but that the executive council had shared with 
Congress in receiving the insult 

[JowmaU of Congrem, 

BIOGRAPHICAL MEMOIR 

Of DR. JOHN DAVIS, hU of ChesUr counHf^ Pom. 
^bxmia. Bx M. Mo&ftiv, M. D. SurgeonwihiU. 
SteEtes' Na»y, 

Dr. JoBir Datis was bom in Tredyifrb (ownship, 
Chester county, on the 13th of December, 1745. Hii 
ancestors came from Wales, towards the latt»paftof 
the 17th century, and were among the first settfera of 
the Great Valley, where they purchased a connderable 
tract of land. His parents were much respected and 
beloved by their neighbours, being aUke distinguished 
for industry, temperanc<^, and benevolence, imd tbei 
nncere'piety. They lived to an advanced age, and irc 
still recollected with veneration by many of the oMef 
inhabitants. His father, having a large family, and the 
want of physicians being very much felt in the nei^ 
bourhood at that early day, encouraged the predilection 
of his son for the profesnon of medicine. There wis 
no school convenient to his residence, where the Latoi 
and Greek languages were taught, and he obtained bis 
preparatory education from Dr. William Currie,aWghly 
respectable Episcopalian clergyman, who was then pss- 
tor of the churches of the Great Valley, Radnor and 
Perkioming. 

Dr. Currie did not teach a regular school, biJt em- 
ployed his leisure in instructing his own childreQ, and 
admitted the son of his fiiend to his paternal care. 

While with Dr. Currie, his application to his studies 
was as assiduous as could be permitted by his ether |ivo- 
ca^ions. He had to assist his brothers in ^e cultivation 
of the farm, a healthful exercise, which fortified both 
his body and mind, and prepared him for the life of la- 
bour and usefulness which he afterwards pursued. Not 
having M much time for study as he wished, he leaned 
early to appreciate its value, and wt»ted none in idlencs 
and dissipation. From the exhausting fati^es of the 
field, he returned, in the evening, witii avidity to hb 
books, and was seldoni allured by his companions to 
pleasure or amusements; for his character in youth sod 
manhood was firm and inflexible. Having acquired s 
good English education, and a competent knowledge of 
Latin and Greek, he commenced the study of mefwane 
at eighteen years of age, with Dr Cadwallader Evsm, 
of Philadelphia. He remained three years with Dr. 
Evans, who was well qualified to give him a hhenl 
course of instruction, having finish^ his education ia 
London, and carefully taken notes of the lectures of Dr. 
William Hunter, and other celebrated professots, who 
attended to the hospitals of that metropolis. Dr. Evus 
was one of the physicians to the Pennsylvania hospital, 
then an infant institution, and his pupils attended to this 
as well as to his extensive private practice. 

Lectures were delivered at this period by Doctiw 
Shippen and Bond, and soon afUr tne college was or* 
ganized, in which the first course of lectures was given 
in 1765. He attended to thi^ course, as well as the pri- 
vate lectures which had been previously iHead in 6ie 
hospital, and was a &vourite pupiL He cherished thro' 
life an affectionate regard for the abilities and virtues of 
these excellent men, and a liyely recollection of the 
great benefits he had received jfrom their attentions. 

He finished his studies under Dr. Evans, and sood iS' 
ter settled himself in Vin<?ent township, Chester county, 
where he almost immediately obtained a large circle of 
practice; but not beino;' satisfied with his knowledge of 
anatomy and surgery, ne i^solved to return to Phuidel- 
phia, and spend a year in the Pennsylvania liospitJJ.— 
Being recommended by his former exemplaiy conduct, 
he found no difi[iculty in_obtaining the appointineBt be 
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«olioited| and haTinr spent one year there, as houBe sur- 
geon, he» at the expiration of thia time, established him- 
self at h'u natire place in ir68. 

He was now conacioiu of having availed himself of 
^verjr opportunity which hb count^ at that time afford- 
ed, of obtaining a sound knowledge of his profesnon, 
and was well prepared for commencing the practice. 

Poasessed of wami affections, a cheerful temper, and 
pohahed manners, in a short time he gifined general con- 
fidence and extensive patronage: but what contributed 
most to his advancement was his skill in surgery, to which 
he,)iad carefiiUy applied himself. Soon afterwards he 
formed a happy matrimonial connexion, and the com- 
mencement of the revolution for independence found 
him with a rising family and a well earned reputation. 
In the part of the county in which he rended there were 
few who were loyal to the cause of the mother country, 
mnd scarcely any who were lukewarm and indifferent. — 
Most of them, on the contrary, put every thin^ cheer- 
fully at hazard to oppose Britbh misrule and violence. 
Among the most enthunastic were Gen. Wayne and Dr. 
Davis, who lived neighbours to each other, were nearly 
the same a^e, (having been bom the same year,) and 
between whom there had long existed a community of 
feeling and congeniality of principles. They acted in 
concert in preparing the public mind and arranging the 
little military resources or the surrounding country for 
the approaching conflict, and when a determined spirit 
of resistance was excited, tfiey were among the first to 
l^e up the comforts of home, and trust tYtry thing to 
the issue of the momentous strug^gk. Gen. Wayne im- 
mediately received a commission as colonel of the 4th 
battalion of infiantry raised by congress for the defence 
of the colonies; and on the 5th of March, 1776, the ge- 
neral assembly of Pennsylvania voted fifteen hundred 
men, (officers included,) to be taken into pay for the 
immediate defence of Uie province, and to serve until 
the 1st of Januaty, 1778. Of these troops, two batta- 
lions, of ^ye hundred men each, were riflemen, and 
placed under the command of colonel Samuel Miles. — 
The other battalion wasinfantiy, and the command /giv- 
en to colonel Atlee. Dr. Davis received the appomt- 
ment of senior surgeon of the staff*, and they were soon 
in readiness to co-operate with Washington's army. 

Among the other ofiloers of this afterwards gallant 
and disting^uiahed corps, we find the names of the fore- 
fathers of a number of the respectable families in the 
counties a4jacent to Philadelphia; but most of the vete- 
rans themselves have long since slept in the bosom of 
tine land which they IovmI so much, and which they 
cpent the best part of their lives in defending. 

When Washmgton resolved on the perilous attempt 
ci meeting the British forces on Long Island, in order 
to prevent them from obtaining possession of New York, 
these battalions were in the hottest part of the action, 
and sufTerpd severely. Colonel Miles, Dr. Davis, and 
one of his brothers, were among the prisoners, but were 
so fortunate as to be exchanged soon afterwards, and 
escaped the hard fitte of many of their companions, who 
were sent to the prisonships at the Wallabout, the me- 
lancholy history of which is but too well recollected. 

He eontinued with the army, where his services were 
highly appreciated, where he had a great deal of expe- 
rience in surgery as well as the diseases incident to mi- 
litary life, until nearly the close of the revolution: when 
the fiitigues of duty, and the mental anxiety and suflTer- 
ing, brought on by the destitute condition of the hospi- 
tal department, occasioned a dangerous fever, which 
compelled him for awhile to absent himself fVom his re- 
giment, and which he with great difficulty survived. 

At the termination of the war, he returned to his agri- 
cultural labours and profesrional pursuits on his farm, in 
the Great Valley, where he spent the remainder of his 
life. 

With wliat zeal and ability that life was devoted to the 
discharge of all his duties, social and professional, can 
be weU atteyted b^ theinhabitanta of % Utfge extent of 



country, many of whom are still living, who were ndsed/ 
from the bed of sickness by his hand. 

His abilities in his profession were of a high order, the 
fVuits of intense labour, and a steady, exalte<l tone of 
mors I feeling. He had great judgment and sagacity in 
all the practical branches of the healing art. The tnie 
theories in physic had of course received a proper share 
of his attention. But be was precise in his reasonings 
and deductions, and though naturally quick and imagi- 
native, he kept this fiiculty under just-subordination to a 
discreet and chastened judgment. Having witnessed in 
eariy life the evils derived to medicine from too strong 
an attachment to authorities loosely hypothetical, and 
having seen the subversion of a succession of visionary 
doctrines, from the reign of Boerhaave to nearly the 
present times, he knew well the true fountain of human 
knowledge, and always discountenanced a dogpnatical 
adherence to speculative reveries, which he regarded 
as seducing the mind from the proper objects of it^ pur- 
uit, and as tending to impede the progress of the sci- 
ence. The improvements in medicme and surgery were 
not neglected Isy him, as is too commonly the case with 
country practitioners; he read the best periodical works, 
and purobased good books. 

The most commcm operations in surgery he frequently 
performed with success, and never attempted such as 
were improper or of very doubtful efficacy. 

No state of the weather, or condition of his domestic 
affairs, interfered with his attention to his patients, and 
in his intercourse with the sick he was kind and affiecn 
tionate. Perhaps no man was ever more free from the 
pedantiy of the profession. 

He was ready to consult, on all proper oecaaons, with 
the^neighbouring physicians, and not one ever accused 
him of want of candour, or any thing that could be con- • 
strued into duplicity. He was not overbearing to the 
youthful, and never disparaged the judgment of the ab- 
sent. In speaking of others, he seemed to consider 
them as present Smcere and modest in his deportmentj^ 
he was exempt firom an ostentatious display of learning, 
always indicative of a weak mind, and littk knowledge! 
of the world, and he detested every species of trick, 
hypocrisy, and charlatanry, which would degrade the 
character of the faculty, in the eyes, of the judicious.— 
Conversation on nedicd topics was never obtruded by 
him on people unacquainted with them, but he answered 
all questions with'courtesy and brevitv. His conduct 
was marked by great good sense, in which he was ex- 
celled by few, and by unaffected dig^fied behaviour; 
nor is it now recollected that he was at enmity with any 
weU educated and honourablo. physician. His chargea 
were moderate, his farm afforded him more than a sup 
port for his family, and bis bills were not rendered tiU 
called for. 

It is the fate of physicians every where, to make great- 
er sacrifices to the unfortimate and destitute classes of 
their species than any other set of men. This is pecu- 
liarly the case in a country practice, where the popular 
tion is much scattered. Every log hut in the woods," 
and every cottage, however remote, roust receive the 
punctual calls of me physician, without any prospect of 
pecuniary reward. To those who were unacquainted 
with Dr. Davis, it would appear hke exaggeration truly 
to -declare, how this part of his duty was performed. Of 
the measure of his charitjr, therefore, the writer wOl say 
nothing, but the mannar in which his favours were dis- 
pensed^ left no load on the poor man's heart, and he waa 
always glad to meet hia smitiog bendactor. 

He practised medicine for nearly half a century, and 
never refused a call, except fh>m indisposition. Thia 
rarely happened, for his own health was seldom inter- 
rupted, and Providence seemed pleased to ^ve that to 
Acm, whiph kt so much delighted in bestowing on oth- 
ers. . 

He was of a temperament uncommonly free and ac> 
dent. His mind was unfettered by contracted systems, 
M)d ho entertained sanguine views futd anticipations witli 
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rtgud to the moral improvement of man. He was there- 
fore indifferent to nothing which related to his condi- 
tion. Education was the object dearest to his heart, and 
he esteemed g^od teachers as the most useful members 
of every community. Accordingly, he •procured the 
best he could for his own children; but he suffered the 
Affliction so bitter to a fond and aged parent, »f seemg 
several of his promising sons cut off at that period of life 
when the prostration of a father's hopes desolates the 
lieart. 

In the political concerns of bis country, he felt a strong 
solicitude, and took an active part, but he was a purely 
disinterested republican, and never sought or accepted 
an ofBce. He had a deeply rooted attachment to the 
illustrious man who has always held, and always must 
bold, the first place in the affections of his countrymen; 
he, however, belonged to that party which elevated Mr. 
Jefferson to the presidency. The war with Great Bri. 
tain of 1812, was warmly advocated and supported by 
him, believing that it was a war of national character 
and honour, without maintaining which, the advantages 
of the revolution would have been in a great measure 
lost, and the requisite confidence in the stability and 
energy of the representative system, impaired. 

Ilis taste for literature was better cultivated than usual- 
ly happens with men engaged daily in an arduous pro- 
fession. His historical knowledge was by no means 
circumscribed, and be was conversant with the beauties 
of Shakspeare, Milton, and Pope. Moral philosophy 
was a fiivourite subject of his thougfits, and he had ex- 
amined with attention most of the works on the mind 
from the time of Mr. Locke. From him he obtained his 
iirst principles, and he was an admirer of some of his 
works. He viewed his labours as having established a 
aew era in the history of man, and as setting at liberty 
the human mind. With Locke, he believed '*that reve- 
lation was natural reason, and natural reason revelation.'' 
This gave much concern to some of his friends, lest he 
should be too sceptical in his religious opinions. But a 
)ife of rectitude and integrity like his, wanted no apolo- 
gy, and his homage fbr the Creator of Christianity was 
fthown in the habitual reverence ibr its precepts evinced 
ID his daily intercourse with the world. It is true, he 
regarded bigotry and fiuiatacism as the deepest stains on 
the human chaiacter, as tending more than any thing 
else, to debase the soul, by eradicating charity , destroy- 
ing health, banishing social comfort, and counteracting 
all the benevolent aims of God towards his creatures.— 
His abhorrence however was equjdiy great of the cold, 
unstable and frivolous character of the sceptic, who 
gives no serious thought to any of the important rela- 
tions of life, and makes light of all that is most deeply 
interesting to mankind. 

His philanthropv was conspicuous to the last, and to 
this, it may be truly affirmed, he was a martyr. His last 
professional act was one of charity, and cost him his life. 
A poor woman was suffering under the interesting pang^ 
peculiar to the sex, and demanded his assistance. He 
nastened as usual to her relief. The weather was cold, 
the fire became low, there was no wood cut short, and 
no person about the house but females and children. — 
The Doctor took the axe himself, but finding his coat 
too tight, he was obliged to lay it off, and remained some 
time exposed to the cold. Having finished his attend- 
ance, he returned home, and in a few hours was seized 
wiA croup. His disease was violent and painful, but 
was endured with the firmness and resignation which 
were to have been expected, from the general tenor of 
his life. On the 13th day of February, 1816, in his 71st 
year, he closed his eyes upon the world, towards which 
he had discharged all his duties with unsurpassed fideli- 
ty, and few have better merited the divine salutation of 
'•weH done, good and faithful servant" 

There was an obvious affinity between his phydcal 
and moral structure. In his stature he was ot good 
size, his person finely formed, his face handsome and ex- 



pressive. His head was well proportioned, bis forehead 
full and high, h'ts hair brown, eyes gray, and all bis fear 
tures regular and strongly developed. 

Possessing human fallibility, he doubtless hadfMlhl^ 
but it would scarcely become any one who knew him to 
mention them, if recollected; because almost every one 
had received some great kindness at his hand. They 
were but foibles at most, and in comparison with bit vir- 
tues, like the spots on the sun, which are not eauly dis- 
coverable, and whicb ndther diminish his beat nor ob- 
scure bis brightness. 

ANNALS OF PAUPERISM. 

AccouKTS OP THE GUARDIANS OF THE POOR, and 
Managers of the jUmshouae & House of EmpbymaU of 
the City of Philadelphia^ the DUtrid ofSouthoatK and 
Township of the Northern Liberties, fw the year ending 
26lh of May, 1828. 

We at first designed making an abstract of these ac- 
counts; but recollecting that they are the last, which will 
appear under the old system of poor laws» and that they 
will probably, at some future time, be required fbr refer- 
ence, we have concluded to publish them cntu^. There 
are f^w subjects in which the public are more interest- 
ed, than in the expenditures of public money for the 
support of the poor, and therefore we presume, it wiD 
be satisfactory to every one to have an opportunity of 
investigating these matters for himself. The details of 
such an immense establishment as the Alms House has 
become,are deserving of attention. 

TO THI HOKOURABLX JUDGES OF THE COUBT OF COKlCOll 
PLEAS OP THE COCirTT OF PHIUinSLPBIA, 

The Auditors of the County of Philadelphia, 
Respectfully state: 

That they have carefuUy examined the Account^ of 
the Guardians of the Poor and Managers of the Ahns 
House and House of Employment, of the City of Phi- 
ladelphia, District of Southwark and Township of the 
Northern Liberties, commencing on the 29th day of 
May, 1827, and ending on the 26th of May, 1828; an4 
they have compared them with the vouchers and Docu- 
ments, relating to the same, and now report the foDovi 
ing statement 

Almshouse, Oct 29th, 1828. 

No. L 
Expenditures by the l^Ianagers of tho Almshouse and 
House of Employment, for the use of the Officers, 
their families, and the Paupers, for and during the year 
ending 26th May, 1828. 

Supplies for Paupers and use of the InsHtuiiongeneraUy, 



141,741 lbs. beef 


5,596 83 


26,393 do. pork 


1,241 74 


18,396 do. mutton 


553 76 


964 bbls. wheat flour 


4,570 91 


13 do. and 62 tons, 11 cwt 




5 qr. 5 lbs. rye do. 


1,831 79 


2,584 bush, potatoes 


877 70 


i09 do. turnips 


60 90 


148i do. Indian meal 


79 80 


352i do. rye corn 


195 42 


167i do. pease 


116 95 


356J do. oaU 


106 51 


23 do. shorts 


10 35 


369 do. salt 


223 10 


11 do. malt 


13 7S 


11,215 lbs. brown sugar 


983 34 


490j do. loaf and lump do. 


74 58 


l,473Jdo. tea 


611 02 


4,187 do. coffee 


586 07 
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chocokte 

pepper 

hops 

rice 

cheese 

mustard 



5,0r5 do. 

230|do. 

182 do. 

9,353 do. 

irOjdo. 

4 do. 
144 cwt. 1 qr. hay 

10,935 j galls. mUk 
6|806 do. molasses 

33 bbls. and 15 gaUs. vinegar 

5 do. apples 

3 do . mackerel and 160 shad 
6} do. beer 

6 bottles sweet oil 
2,000 herring ' 

Garden seeds and plants 

Spices 

Aldermen's and Justice's supper 

Guardian's dinners 

Disbursements of Managers 

Steward's and Matron's tablet 



626 97 


' 41 S2 


45 50 


311 vr 


21 49 


• 2 49 


98 or 


1,476 34 


2,191 86 


sr 91 70 


11 00 


bad 28 50 


26 00 


3 38 


4 37 


17 SS 


63 


25 48 


299 27 


121 r<9 


619 94 



Add for 1,470 galls. 

milk bad this ^rear 

and not paid for. 
Also, tha amount of 

stock on hand 28th 

May, 1827, 



23,799 13 



183 37 



2,020 22 2,203 59 



26,002 72 
Deduct the following, had the 
last and paid for the present 
yeA"; 
1,530 gallons milk 206 55 

13,802 lbs. beef 543 45 



75Q 00 

And the following sum 
paid by the Steward 
into the treasury du- 
ring the year; receiv- 
ed for bread, flour 
barrels, hhds.&c. 1177 31 

Also amount of stock 
on hand 26th May, 
1828 1,667 17 



3,594 48 



Salaries to steward, msftron, 
clerks,agents,gate-keeper 
and cells-keeper 
Wages to baker, cooks, wai- 
ter, &C. 

4,584 bundles, 618 cwt. 
2 qrs. straw. 

Lumber 

Advertising and printing 

6Unk books and stationary 

Brushes 

Hardware 

Earthenware 

Cleanihg privied 

494 bknkets 

l,154i yds. tow cloth 

Paints, oil, glass, &c. 

Plumber's work 

1,117 galls, oil 

2,702} yds. muslin 

456} bush, lime 

Sweeping chimnies 

Water rent for 1828 

13 tons, 13 cwt 2 qrs. ice 

Making out tax boots for 1827 

1,330 bush, floor sand 

369 yds. flannel 



3,243 13 

730 53 

510 61 
875 31 
176 15 
229 29 
244 02 
391 87 
219 94 
344 96 
570 00 
242 54 
211 09 
263 66 
749 68 
324 75 
120 79^ 
117 65 
105 00 
103 72 

301 oa 

97 40 
93 37 



Overseers of the Poorof Roxbo- 

rougb, Moreland aod Beaver 

Townships, for support of our 

paupers 

Secretary's salary 

5 boxes tin plate 

A coffee um 

469 yds, domtstic plaids 

203 do. Wibnington stripe 

66 do. carpeting and putting it 

down 
27 do. and 2 pieces diaper 
2,550 bricks 
645 lbs. soap 
Wheelwright's work 
Carpenters work 
2} boxes segars 
A hearse 
Tinware 
Firebricks 

Expenses in an appeal case at 
Easton 

Curb stone 

17i yds. cloth 

Glass and queensware 

Horse gears 

64 lbs. sperm, candles 

Sundries 

Clothing to paupers for extra ser- 
vices 

Cotton balls, thread and tape 

3 moss mattrasses 
Shoeing horses 
Meafunngcai-penter's work 
Tax books 

4 wheel barrows 
Curing a sick horse 
Repairing dearborn 
Money advanced for board of pa- 
tients returned 

Bricklayer's work 

9 doz. hickory and 7} doz. birch 

brooms 
2 stoves 

Cleaning clock , 

15 cedar bolts 



-22,408 24 



76 95 
80 00 

77 50 
60 00 
54 26 

34 79 

49 37 
33 10 
23 53 
45 52 
54 19 

35 75 
45 00 
77 00 
27 26 
31 30 

48 94 
21 45 
21 75 
34 32 
21 25 
20 0& 
38 82 

19 8» 

15 07 
19 1> 
18 25 

16 00 
12 50 
16 00 

10 00 

11 00 

12 78 
10 7S 

16 vi 

8 00' 
7 50 
&30 



Conveying patients to City Hospital 8 00 



16 yds. green baize 
7 kegs tar 
14 loads sand 
Postage on letters 
Stone Cutter's work 
36 yds. cotton duck 
4 doz. combs 

Regulating scales and weights 
Baskets, 87 cts. indigo $2 50 
8} pieces paper hangings 
22| yds. crash 
Porterage 

Wire work t\ 65^ Cooper's work 
$\ 13 



7 46 

7 00 

8 00 
8 52 
5 45 
5 04 
5 43 
3 77 
3 37 
3 18 

1 93 

2 46 

2 78 



Removing ooiMresideiitpaupcn» 136 80 



11,687 52 
Add amount of stock on hand 
26th May, 1827 955 76 

12,643 28 
Deduct the following 

sum pud by the stew^' 

ard into the Treasu-, 

ry of the General' 

Board, received for 

pay patients, support 

of non-resident paur> 

pers, coffins, &c 3,153 61 
Also, stock on hand 26th ^^ ^ ^^^ . . 

May. 1828 727 04 3,880 65 8,762 63 
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Medical Depattment. 
Supplies fur sick, &c 
Dnigs and medicines 2^46 27 

Salaries to apothecary and as- 
sistant 608 25 
Wages to nurses and assistants 962 06 
Di^ursements for sick 769 81 
Leechingj 596 50 
Surgical instruments 144 14 
200 gross corks 100 00 
1,169 lbs. tamarinds 95 57 
372 j do. linen rags 69 54 
875 do. mutton suet 63 62 
393 do. Havana- sugar 56 00 
S71i do. loafandlumpdo. 41 42 
i2 reams wrapping paper 46 00 
220j yds. muslin 25 26 
4 hampers porter bottles 36 25 
100 lbs. bees wax 28 00 
Glass, earthtn and queensware 24 .00 
Repairing: mineral water macluiie 16 60 
6 packs pins 5 70 
Filtering paper 2 25 
1 yard fine Imen 1 25 
Sundries 5 02 
liquors used in the medicid atid 

surgical wards: 
420 ^s. brandy 521 15 

322 do. & 1 bottle wine 500 20 

64 do. whbkey 18 92 

4 do. gin 6 00 

86J hhds. porter 865 00 1,911 27 

7,654 78 
Add stock on band 28th May, 
1827 3,477 43 



l)edact the following 
sum paid by the Stew- 
ard into the treasury, 
feceivad for medi- 
cines supplied out- 
door poor 



11,132 21 



563 60 



Also this amount, being 
an out-standing bill, 
due for medicines, sup- . 
plied out-door poor 436 00 

And amount of* stock 
on hand 26th May, 
1828 2,762 61 





Putt 








226 tons Lehigh coal 




1,440 4a 


809 cords oak wood 




3,079 16 


393^ do. pine do. 




1,203 49 


7 do. "maple dp. 




26 25 


18bbls.oharc6al 




5 08 


Wharfage antf cordage 




601 67 
70 51 




6,426 SQ 


Add stoek on hand 28tb Hay, 




1827 




1,134 76 



Deduct the following 
fum pa!id by the stew- 
ard into the treasuiy , 
received for wood 
supplied poor wi- 
dows, igreeably to 
the will of G. EmkOt* 



7,561 32 



7,370 00 



Also stock on hand 26th 
May, 1828 699 20 



-1,047 08 



Medical Fund* 
Medical hooka 
Improving lecture room 
30 parchment certificates 
Binding medical books 
Printing 500 tickets 
Discount on incurrent money 

received from students for 

tickets 



344 93 


631 60 


22 50 


22 52 


700 



6^14 M 



5 06 



From which sum of ^6,088 71, 
deduct the following items, 
which do not property apper- 
tain to the current expenses of 
the rear, vi2: , 
Guardian's dinners 299 27 

Making out tax books for 1827, 301 00 
Tax4}ooks 12 50 

Removing non-rendent paupers, 136 80 
And the following sum paid by 
the steward into the treasury, 
being for admission fees, tick- 
ets, certificates, &c. sold to 
medical students 3,632 98 

Also this amount, being for ar- 
ticles fUmished the small pox 
hospital 320 36 



1,0S3 60 
46^088 71 



Now add the value of c1oihin|f 
used in the Institution as per 
account No. 2 



4,?03 9K 
41|385 8(r 

5,28675 
46,672 i» 



S47 8ll 



Malting the aggregate sum of $46,672 53 to 
support an average number of 1,005 pMi- 
pers, being at the rate of 89} ctff.per#eel 
for the support of each pauper. 

Recapitulation of e^enditures drmwn for 
this year. 

Supplies, &c. 23,799 13 

Expenditures generally 11,687 52 

Medical department 7,654 79 

Fuel 6,425 56 

Medical fond 1,033 60 

$50,601 59 

^0. n. 

The ManufaeUiry at the Jlmshaute and Bourn tfEfuptf-' 
mmtfcf the year ending 2€th May, 182a 



Da 




stock on hand 26th May, 


1827. 


Manufoctured goods 


987 30 


Ready made clothmg 


890 60 


Raw materials, oakum, &6. 


3/382 16 


Dye stuffs 


5 50 


Machinery 


1723 47 


OuUtanding account 


57 69 



Raw materials, w^^ &e. 

10,743 lbs. flax 913 15 

7,983 do. cotton 785 96^ 

6,130 do. wool 490 40 

7,365 do. junk 202 53 

7,854 do. taUow 563 28 

953i bushels ashes 227 85 

164j do. coal 57 0(^ 
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Rod and bar iron and tteel 


315 sr 


Leather 


853 10 


6351bB.tw]0t 


145 6f 


6 great gross bone buttons 
5,d00 Ibi< flax hacUed 


13 95 
58 00 


585 vds. linse 7, fuUed 
Machiaerjr 


23 40 
341 73 


Bepairine^ ^liiininf whedt 


38 03 


Cards 


107 59 


9^16^ yds. weaving done 


543 63 




67 30 


Shoemakers for do. 


54 40 


aalaiy to superintendant of fscto 


nr 346 48 


Do. to clerk, soap boiler, &c. 


166 25 


Do. to spinner 


78 50 


Peiprood 


2 00 


Sundries 


11 69 



6,407 45 
Deduct 780 lbs. tallow had the 
Isst year and paid for the pre* 
sent jear 58 50 

Balance, being gain on tins ac- 
count this year including labor 
of the paupers eoiployed in 
the inanu&ctoiy> for whose 
support no charge is made 



r,854 lbs. tallow 

953i busheb ashes 

164} do. coal 

Rod and bar iron and steel, 



4,123 03 

563 28 

227 85 

57 00 

315 sr 



Stock on hand 26th^ May, 1828 
Manufiu^redgoods 1,127 05 

B«adjF«^Dade^tl^ 665 57 

Yoi. IL 36 



6,J48d5 



^,172 l9 



CR. 

Amount paid bv the steward into the treS^ 
suiy, being the total sales of manufactur- 
ed goods, during the year ending 26th 
May, 1828 
Clothing, &c. used in the house. 

2,926j yds. flax and tow linen 878 02 

1,998} do. tow linen 499 69 

1,642 do. plain flax linsey 443 34 

l,088j do. striped do. 359 20 

136 do. striped cotton linsey 42 16 

96 do. plain do. 29 76 

644 do. muslin 85 33 

97i do.cotton and tow cloth 16 2fi 

11 do. flax linen 5 50 
^ do. saU cloth 40^ 
644 pair men's shoes 708 40 
716 do. women's do. 537 00 
60 do. boys do. 37 50 
30 do. children's do. 11 25 
399 do. men's socks 99 75 
384 do. women's stockings 192 00 
13 do. children's do. 4 88' 
32 lbs. candle wick 8 00 
29} do. lamp do. 7 31 
2} do. carded cotton 45 
10 do. carded wool 5 00 
51 do. flaxfor shoe thread 25 50 
^ do. do. for saddlers 1 25 

12 do. do. for wearers' gears 6 00 
120i lbs. sewing thread 75 31 
24i do. stocking vam 1225 
232 do. tow, used in the medical 

andsurgioal wards 23 20 

31} do. copperas 1 iO 

8 do. wheelband yam 4 00 

8 do- gardener's do. 1 20 



915,567 86 



2,237 00 



Raw materkJsy oakum, &c. 
Machinery 
Ouistandmg account 



5,28^73 



4,602 85 

1,590 97 

5f 69 



8,044 13 
#15,567 86 



No. m. 
ThtJihnkBfU9eandH<mmof EnMhvmtniftitmiMytat 
ending May 26^A» 1828. 
DR. 
Stock on hand 28th May, 1827. 
Provisions 2,020 

Medicines 3,477 

Fuel 1,134 76 



Oil 



85 40 



Three horses, i carts, 3 drays, 1 

hearse and 1 dearborn 335 00 

140 coffins 140 00 

Lumber 20 25 

Earthenware ' 21 12 

Tinware 41 00 

400 lbs. nails 26 00 

324 bundles straw 18 44 

200 bushels ashes 50 00 

Drygoods 218 55 

Machinery, manufactured l^oods, 
ready made clothing, raw ma- 
terials, oakum, 8ic< i» per state- 
ment No. 2 7,046 72 



EXPENDITUIteS; 

For the use of the paupers and 
institiition generally, sis jfer 
statement No. 1 46,088 71 

On account of mknuflictory as 
p\er statement No. 2 6,348 95 



14^664 8^ 



- 52,437 6d 



There has klao been reCeiTed Ihto the insti- 
tution the following Articles, forfeited a- 
meably to law, wmch haT6 been distri- 
buted to the paupers. 

Fropi the clerks of Hi^h and Second street 
Markets, 280 lumps butter, 14 lumps lard 
and 23 stringfs sausages. 

CR. 

Amountofmanuflictured goods 

sold as per sUtement Na 2, 2,237 09 
Amount re<5eiTed by Steward* 

f6r admisdbfr fees flrom, and 

tickets, certificates, &c. sold 

to medical students as per 

sUtement No. 1 3,632 98 



#67,073 59 



Stock on hand 26th May, 1828. 


Proyisioiks 


1,667 17 


Medicines 


2,7(i2 61 


Fuel 


699 29 


Oil , . 


66 40 


Three horses, 2 carts^ 2 drays^ 2 




hearses and 1 dearborn 


390 00 


75coffin8 


75 00 


Earthenware 


3 00 


Tinware 


12 50 


300 lbs. nails 


21 oa 


40 dwt straw 


20 00 


160 bushels ashes 


40 00 


Drygoods 


99 14 


Machinery, manufactured goodsi 




reaih^ made clothing, raw ma^ 
terisls.oakuro, &e. u per state* 
mentNo.d 






8,044 13 



5,869 9a 



ld,900ljr 
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ANNALS OF PAUPERISM. 



[i9omm 



Balance, being amount expended more 
tlum received for the use^of the insti- 
tution this year 



47,302 42 



$67^072 55 



IV. 
Statement of the number of paupers in the Ahnshouse 
and House of Employment during the year ending 
26th May, 1828. 







Wo- 


Chii- 




MonihB of therein; 


Men, 
363 


men. 
437 


dren, 
69 


Thiol 


June 


869 


July 


372 


458 


79 


909 


August 


387 


463 


93 


943 


September 


412 


476 


83 


971 


October 


414 


504 


72 


990 


Norember 


478 


536 


81 


1095 


December 


508 


537 


80 


1125 


January 


557 


553 


80 


1190 


February 


517 


529 


88 


1134 


March 


409 


518 


75 


1002 


April 


382 


501 


72 


955 


May 


353 
5152 


467 
5979 


67 
939 


887 


Being an average 


12070 


number each mon. of 


429 


498 


78 


1005 



V. 

statement of the number of paupers admitted into, and 
discharged from, the Alms House and House of £m- 
plpyment, during the year ending 26th May, 1828. 







Wt^ 


Chil- 




BSXABKB. 


Mm, 


men 


dren. 


Total. 


I» the House, 28th of 


„^ 


Miy,1827, 


387 


463 


80 


930 


Admitted from 28th 


— 


— 


, 




May,1827^to26th 


— 


— 


— 


■ — 


May, 1828. 


— 


— 


— 


— 


From the Northern 


— 


— 


— 


_ 


Liberties, 


252 


151 


103 


506 


Do. City 


1260 


1014 


493 


2767 


Do. Southwark 


292 
2119 


292 
1920 


117 
793 


701 




4904 


Discharged, eloped. 


— 


— 


— 





died> & bound dur- 


— 


— 


— 


.— 


ifif^ttte year ending 


— 


— 


— . 


.. 


26th May> 1828. 


1838 


1453 


726 


4017 


Remaining in 












the house. 


353 


467 


67 


887 



VL 
The General Board of Guardians of the Poor of th^ City 
of Philadelphia, the District of Southwark and Town- 
ship of the Northern Liberties, in account current 
witn their Treasurer, for the year en^ng 26th May, 
1828. 

DR. 

To amount of orders drawn by 

the Managers of the Alms 

House and unpaid 28th May, 

1827, 
Dot issued for supplies the pre^ 

sent year, as per statement 

No. 1 50,601 59- 

Do. issued for do. do .do. as per 

sUttment No. 2 6,407 45 

57,009 04 



1,030 02 



58^039 06 



From which deduct the amount 
of orders drawn and unpaid 
this day 



6^4 37 


149 63 


109 58 


2,433 21 


1,538 09 
>. 335 50 


977 20 

1 


297 74 
■ 207 00 


150.00 


1,724 9^ 


175 oa 


U7 OO 


S4 00 


75 oa 


60 00 


75 87 


29 8» 


300 00 


12 OC^ 


€0 OO 
50 51 

19 55 

20 17 



25,464 04 



6,974 00 



1,240 62 

56,798 44 
Expendiiumfat the relkf of out-dodr P$ar. 

To amount of orders drawn by 
the General Board, and un* 
paid 28th May, 182/ 1,242 62 

Do. do. paid by the Guar^ans 
of the City for the support of 
the poor 10,084 82 

Do. do. paid by the Guardians 
of the Northern Liberties for 
support of the poor 7,275 31 

Do. do. paid by the Guardians 
of Southwark for the support 
of the poor 6,068 Q3 

Do. do.pkidby the Guardians 
of Penn Township for the 
support of the poor 2/)35 88 

Do. do. paid for the sti^ort of 

the children in the Asylum, 

Do. do. paid for the boArd of 

colored children in the shelter 

huidcntdl Eoipensea, 

Paid for candles, oil, woodr &c. 

Do. salaries to solicitor, secre- 
tanr, agents and collector 

Do. for medicines for out-door 
poor 

Do. for cupping and leeching do. 

Do. salaries to physicians for at- 
tending do. 

Do. for advertising, printing, and 
stationary 

Do. for coffins for out-door poor 

Do. County Commissioners for 
rent of room 

Do. for support of small pox 
patients, m the City Hospital 

Do. salaries to physicians for 
attending do. 

Do. constables for returning 
tippling houses 

Do. for board of Mrs. Helm in 
Widows' Asylum 

Do. secretary for extra, services 

Do. for a coachee to convey pa- 
tients to small pox Hospital 

Do. a tax collector for 1827, 
overpaid by him 

Do. commissions to a tax col- 
lector for 1826 

Do. Steward of Alms House to 
provide a dinner 

Do. agent for removing non- 
resident paupers 

Do. lying^ and fonenl expen- 
ses of a pauper 

Do. for an u^n chest 

Do. for a coal stove 

Do. room expenses 

Do. for improvements on the es- 
tate late of James Dutton, 
dec'd. 30 82 

Do. for boardof paupers in the 
Abns House SO 33 

Do. costs to magistrates 27 5& 

Do. afeeforlegalserviees ^ 10 00 

Do. costs in the state District 
Court 47 37 

Do.coiUintheU. S.do^ U 87 
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Do. costf in the Mayor*! Court 74 18 

Do. balance remaining in a case 

of bastardy, after paying for 

the support of the, cliild 92 17 



From which deduct the amount 
for orders drawn and unpaid 
this day 



9,126 37 



42,807 03 



305 51 



Paid for the support of illegiti- 
mate children and married 
women 

Do. for bread under the will of 
Archibald Thompson, dec'd. 197 00 

Do. for bread and clothing un- 
der the will of James Dutton, 
decU 172 25 

Do. for bread under the wills 
of Petty and Carter, decU 49 7S 

Do. for wood under the will of 
George Emlen the elder, 
decU 347 88 

Do. Klizabeth Bobinson, on ac- 

couAt of deposit in savings 

fuDd £br her use 300 00 

Do. Mary Kiehlcr on account 

of do. for do. 12 00 

Do. mdrance money to sundry 
giMJtlians 



42,501 52 



8,588 08 



766 88 



Balance in. the bands of the 
Treasurer 



312 00 

6,500 00 

16,166 96 

8,450 05 



fl23,916 98 



CR. 

By amount receiired from the 
late Treasurer 

Do. do. received from Steward, 
viz. for board of Hedical stu- 
dents in his family 1,655 00 

From Medical Students for 
tickets to attend the Medical 
and Surgical practice of the 
Alms House, and for certifi- 
cates and library fines 1,977 98 

For binding and cancelling by 
indentures, pay patients, cof- 
fins, medicines, and fuel, &c. 5,242 40 

For manufactured goods sold, 2^237 00 

By amount receivfcd on account 

oftaxes for 1822 36145 

Do. do. on do. of do. 1823 832 09 

Do. do. on do. of do. 1824 & 5, 21 00 



$i,22S 42 



11,112 38 



Do. do. on do. of do. 1826 
Do. do. on do. of do. 1827 

Do. do. received for board of 
children in the Asylum 

Do. do. do. for articles sold 
bcloBgingtodo. 



5,559 05 
80,221 80 



65 63 
25 10 



Do. do. do. from the inspector 
of fiour, fines collected by him 

Do. do. from Mayor, fines col- 
lected by him 

Do. do. of fines collected in 
Court of Quarter Sessions 

Do. do. of do. from the Sheriff 

Dado. ^ do. from Aldermen 



86^996 29 



90 73 



120 99 

567 87 

61 35 
61 67 



and Justices per<M>llectar 

Do. do. received for the goods 
of a pauper sold 

Do. do. do. costs in a case of 
bastardy 

Do. do. do. from saving fund, a 
deposit in a case of bastardy 

Do. do. of ground rents receiv- 
ed of coJiector 

Do. do. received in bond- 
ed cases of bastardy 400 12 

Do. do. do. in do. by thte 
collector 5,078 03 



93 42 



905 30 



8 00 


742 


92 17 


157 69 



265 28 



Do. do. do. in commuted cases 
of do. 

Do. do* do. for support of mar- 
ried women by collector 

Do. Archibald Thompson's le- 
gacy, ground rent received 
by collector 

Do. James Dutton's legacy, 
ground rent received by the 
collector 

Do. Petty & Carter's legacy, 
ground rent received by the 
collector 

Do. George Emlen's legacy, 
(ground rent received by the 
collector 

Do. advance money from a late 
guardian by the collector 

Do. advance money returned by 
sundry guardians 

Do. do. by Steward 

Do. do. by agents 

Do. amount withdrawn from 
the saving^ fund for the use 
of Elizabeth Robinson 

Do. do. do. for the juse of Maiy 
^ehler 



5,478 13 
1,862 00 
1,644 37 

209 47 

272 82 

62 13 

312 66. 

50 00 

9,400 00 
600 00 
100 00 



8,984 50 



857 08 



10,150 00 




327 00 
1123,916 98 



No. VII. 

The state of the Funds of thc^ Guardians of the Poor 
of the city of Philadelphia, the District of South* 
wark, and Township of the Northern Liberties, 26th 
May 1828. 

DR. 

To amount of orders drawn on 
account of Almshouse, and 
unpaid this day 1,240 62 

To amount of orders drawn on 
account of General Board,and 
unpaid this day 305 51 

To balance in favour of the funds. 



CR. 



1,546 13 
15,176 12 

$16,722 25 



By amount of outstanding taxes, duplicates in the bands 
of the collectors. 

By J. Ogden Evans, New Mar- 
ket and Cedar Wards, 1823 681 09 

By John Trout, Upper Dcla- 
laware and North Mulberry 
wards, 1827 1,077 06 

By E. J. Yard, Dock and Lo- 
cust wards, 1827 735 90 
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RG^ONISCENCES OF PHILABELPHU. 



[NoTlMllB 



B7 Philip Lehmim, East and 
WeitKensiiiefton. 1827" 1,723 43 

3,534 38 

^rom this sam commisnons and allowances 
will have to be deducted. 

By balance due from a number 
of counties f nd townships in 
this state, for the maintenance 
oftheh-poor 3,964? 14 

This item will be considerably 
reduced by many counties 
and townships having de- 
mands agunst this corpora- 
tion. 
I By amount due from individu- 
als for manufactured goods. 
&e. 91 58 

By cash in the hands of the 

Treasurer 8,450 06 



$16,722 25 
For the support and eniployment of Uie Poor for the 
year ending 3«th May, 1828» a levy was made as fol- 
lows, viz. 
For the City, 60,940 16 

For the District of Southwark, 5,856 31 
For the Northern Liberties and 

Kensington 16,109 3Q 

^or Penn Township 6,549 37 

189,455 22 
]Bzanuned and adjusted, 

BICHARD PALMER, 
JOSEPH BOCKIUS, 
X SAMUEL M. SOLOMON, 

Auditors of the County. 

PROCESSION IN HONOUR OF ARNOLD. 

^ Oonose ikKnpUon of the Ft^es eacMfnted and pa- 

raded through the streets of thu eity on Saturday SsMt, 

(Sept 30, 1780.) 

A Stage raised on the body of a cart, on if hich wius 
an tf^fsj of pen^ral A&holo sitting; this Was dressed 
}n regimentals, had two faces, emblematical of his trai- 
torous conduct, a mask in his left hand, and a letter in 
{lis right from Belzebub, telKnr him that he had done 
siU the mischief he could do^ and now must hang himself. 

At the back of the General was the figure of the De- 
vil, dressed in black robes, shaking a purse of money at 
' ihe Gfcneral's left ear, and in his right hand a pitch-rork 
ready to drive him into hell as the reward due for the 
many crimes which his thirst of gold had made him com- 
mit 

In the front of the stage and before General Arnold, 
was placed a large lanthom of transparent paper, with 
the consequences of his crimes thus delineated, (L e.) 
^ on one part Gener/^ Arnold oii his knees before the De- 
vil, who is pulling him into the 0ames — a label from the 
Crcneral's mouth with these words- <* My flear sir, I have 
served you f^thfuUy ;*' to which the Devil replies; ** And 
rn reward you." On anotiier side, two figures hang- 
ing, inscribed, "The Traitor's peward," and wrpte un- 
derneath, " The Adjutant General of the British army, 
and J^* S****, the first hanged as a spy and the other 
as a traitor to his country." And on the front of the 
lanthom was wrote the following. — 
^* MAJOR GENERAL BENEDICT ARNOLD, late 
COMMANDER of the FORT WEST POINT. 
THE CRIME OF THIS MAN IS HIGH TRISaSON. 

'^He has deserted ^e important post West Point, on 
Hudson's river, committed to his charge by his Excel: 
lency the Cpmmander in Chief, and is gone off to the 
enemy at New York. 

*< His dengn to have given up this fortress to our ene- 
iniea has been discovered by the goodness of the Om- 



niscient Creator, who has not onlv prevented him cany, 
ing it, into execution, but has thrown into our hands 
Ahdrii, the Adjutant General of the'urarmy, who was 
detected in the mfamous character of a ^y. 

** The treachety of this un(|;ratefiil General is hdd up 
to public view, for Ae exposition of infamy ; and to pro- 
claim, with joyful acclamation another instance <tf th( 
interpoffltion of bounteous Providence. 

•* The effigy of this mgrate ia therefore hanged, (fcr 
want ^ his body) as a Traitor to his native countiy, sad 
^ Betrayer 6f the laws of honour." 

The procession began about four o'clock in the.f4* 
lowing order: 

Several Gentlemen mounted on horseback. 
A line of Continental Officers. 
Sundry Gentlemen in a line. 
A guard of the City Infantry. 
Just befbre the cart, drums and fifes playmg the Boguei^ 
Maroh. 
Guards on each side. 
The procepaon was attended with a numerons con- 
course of people, who after expresnng their abhoneiice 
of the Treason and the Trutor, committed him to the 
flames, and left both the effigy and the original to sink 
mtotshes and oblivion. [Pewn, Fadtd. 

REMINISCENCES OF PHILADELPHIA. 

About 1787 the City had a much more primitive ap- 
pearance than at the present day. Porohes at the dopr 
were in the summer evenings filled with neighboura ia 
friendly gossip about the news of the day. A haSy 
coach was a rarity. The pavement or footway wis de- 
fended every where by posts, thickly planted. CnA 
vtones were unkown. Pump water to drink; and "iiin 
casks," for washing clothes, was of importance. A 
" good pump" of water was conudered a jew^, and its 
fame spread far and wide, There was great honor ex* 
pressed by the people in conversation, about a merchant 
who they said had *• Broke." He seemed like a "doom- 
ed man," as he passed along the street, and the Reminis- 
cent was infbrmed in a whisper, ** There's the man that 
broke!" He was shunned like a pestilence. Atwo- 
^ors^ stage, on Sunday morning,, took passengers to 
** Hesser's," in Germantown, and returned in me ere- 
ning. One George HiU, kept a famous Tea Garden it 
the end of Race street on the Schuylkill. The fionoof 
John Murray, (1790) commenced preaching Univeml- 
ism. He was < spoken against' by a Mr. Wetherill in 
the Old Academy — which made a • great stir' in the city. 
The Friends' Ground had at that time a low wall, easOy 
climbed by t))e boys making a * short cuf to the Acsde* 
my in Fourth street, which had at that time a bell for 
School hours. Aroh str^t Presbyterian meeting pos- 
sessed a steeple, pearly the hteigfath of that of Christ 
Church. High street market extended only to 
Third street,— at the end of which stood the Pillory snd 
Whipping Post, which, from the Old Jail, at the S. W. 
comer oppo^te, had their regular customers eveiy St^ 
turday. The first five or six c»|t8 of the «cat-o'nine- 
tails' would g^ve a snowy whiteness to the skin of a 
black man, but soon chan^d tp the bloody porple. 
* A gentleman' for Forgery, was placed in the Pilloiy, 
and ' pelted with eggs,' one of which hit him on the 
scull, which caused him to utter a. dismal outcry. ' The 
Laws of the Land' being at that time more in the Lon- 
don fashion than now, the citizens were fi^ucntj 
drawn by curiosity to the ** Hanging Ground" the soom 
i}id<? of what is now the * Centre Square,' beinp^ then sn 
open common, with * Market street' running nght tW 
to the * Floi^ting Bridge' on Schuylkill. Thi& Reminii- 
cent saw tfie • Five wheelbarrow men' executed at one 
time. The Comnaon Sewer ronnmg along Fourth from 
High street to Harmony Court, (tan yards at that tims) 
was digeed by wheel-barrow men convicts, secured by s 
ball and chain to each other, and watched by officers 
armed with sword and blunderbuss. One half of tbdr 
jacket and trowsers was blue, the other half drah, sad 
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the hair half shaved ofTthfc head of each convict — a hor- 
rid specUcle. The top of the new jail on Sixth street 
\ras covered with the broken gUas of bottles. *■ Pot- 
ter's field' (now Washington Square) was surrounded 
by a post and rail fence, where, in the midst of the ' si- 
lent dead,' stood a willow tree, and a vault wall. Ben- 
jamin Franklin being in old age, was carried to andfix>m 
the State House in a sedan chair, the only one in the 
city. It may be news to thousands who have read him, 
and of him, that in Christ Church burying ground about 
20 feet west of the Arch street gate, even with the 
ground, and close to the wall, may be seen a marble 
skb on which is lettered Benjamin and Deborah Frank- 
lin. Imagine a pair of large rimmed spectacles on the 
head of the statue over the Philadelphia Library, and 
you have him as he lived. About the same time every 
thing partook of the military character— Col. Patton 
held the * City Auction,' and Col. Febiger the ' North- 
em Liberty Vendue,' Col. Cowperthwaite was Sheriff, 
and Major Strieker 'Bomb.' Col. Nicola had the 
Debtors' Apartment, and Capt. Reynolds the Jail. Gen. 
Mifflin Governor of Pennsylvania, Col. Hamilton Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, and General Washington President 
f>f the United States. A gfreat sham battle was fought 
on an eminence overiooking the Schuvlkill where the 
' old Eng^e House now stancu. The ola British redoubt 
which stood there was stormed by the Americana (of 
course) and the (supposed) British troops marched out 
«« prisoners of war. Spring Garden was a kind of open 
common, very useful to the * uptown boys in kite time.' 
The kites while flying were often 'pressed' by the 
batcher boys from the vicinity of * Pe^s Run.' Stand- 
ing near the old Glass House in Kensington, on the ri- 
Ter shore, the Reminiscent beheld a eteam boat, with 
padtBea behind, striking out backwards like a swimming 
duck. Fitch was named as the inventx>r. She lay for manv 
years afterwards in one of the Kensington docks, high 
and dry, and finally went to pieces. Gen. Washington 
on his way to the first seat ot government at New York, 
passed through the city, which prodnced an excitement 
in the public mind not nnlike the Lafayette spectacle. 
He rode on horseback, with his hat off, giving an occa- 
sional obeisance to the huzzas of the citizens. The dav 
was windy and dusty, and the weather very hot, which 
made him and all the crowd, look 

** With doost and zweat like nutmeg brown." 
The most imposing spectacle ever exhibited pubUehf 
bi this city, was the Federal Procession, of 1788. • It was 
a succession of wonders, two hours long. £veiy trade 
was preceded by a stag^, on wheels^ and the bunness of 
the shop in full operation. The Cordwainer's Shop 
stopped at the comer of Vine and Third, when the mas- 
ter, seizing one of the apprentices, gfave him a "dose of 
stirrup oil," which made the boy roar lustily, to the 
merrinient of the beholders. The windows and house 
tops, on the route, were crowded, as at the Lafayette 
Procession. The eagle shaped Car, the * Temple of Inde- 
pendence,'— The Plough— The Brass Founders' Fur- 
nace — these all were dismissed from the imagination* on 
the approach of the 16 gun ship and tender on wheels, 
complete, drawn by 16 horses; the wheels hid by paint- 
ed canvass, representing waves of the sea. She was the 
Lafayette of the whole procession. The ship was after- 
wards moored at Grajr^s Ferry, where, on each succeed- 
jng^< Fourth,' she was decorated with flags and streamers 
in honour of the day. Hanv of the ornaments of the 
procession were afterwards placed in the garden, which 
gave it a veiy splendid night appearance, when illumi- 
nated, (as it often used to be) with coloured lamps in 
the Vauxhall (English) style. The Garden, at present, 
is bat the skeleton (^ its former magnificence. The 
Reminiscent was present %\ ^ C^'lisle's Defeat' — which 
took place at Gray's Ferry. Carlisle was High Consta- 
ble, ajid a terror to the ' lawless' of all descriptions, being 
of Herculean size and strength. He and the famous 

• See Register^ ^1. 1, p. 4ir. 



* West,' stood within the railing of the garden, like 
Bunyan's Pope and Pagan, to enforce a * shilling en- 
trance.' A noted sailmakcr wished to pass without 
paying, which brought the inside crowd to tlie railing, 
and pressing hard to see the squabblei the rsuling gave 
way, when they came tumbling down the flight of stone 
steps. *• Huzza for liberty" (being the 4th of July,) 
was shouted out, which brought the crowd across from . 
the east end of the bridge, without paying toll, carrying 
all before them — stones, sticks, and shouts abounded 
every where through the g^arden, and on the opposite 
hill, when a stone Crushing in one of the east windows, 
brought Mr. Gray, * Old Carlisle,' and « West' forward, 
waving their large straw hats like flags of truce, when all 
hostilities ceased, on permission to enter the Garden, 
and * no shilling.' These all happened before 1793, and 
should you see proper to encourage the Reminiscent 
from that time to 1800, he could relate many intcres^g 
matters, almost forgotten by many. ♦ 

LANG 3YNE. 
[Amer, Daily Jdver. Jany. 19. . 

LORD HOWE'S ACCOUNT OF HIS OPERA- 
TIONS IN THE DELAWARE. 

-FROX THB LOVDOK OAZITTX BXTBAOaDIirABT. 

Admiralty Office Jan. 8, 1778. 

The following is an extract of a letter received last 
night by the Eagle Packet from the Vice Admiral Lord 
Viscount Howe, Commander in Chief of his Majesty's 
ships and vessels in North America, to Mr. Stephens, 
dated on board his Majesty's ship the Eagle, in the De- 
laware, dated 23d November, 1777. 

Eagle, Delaware, Nov. 23, 1777. 

Sir— The General advising me of his intention to send 
a packet immediately to England, I avail myself of Uie 
opportunity to acquamt you, for the information of thp 
Lords Commissioners of the admiralty, respecting the 
prog^ss of the military service in which the ships of war 
have been concerned, since the date of my last letter of 
the 25th of October. 

I mentioned in that letter that the preparations making 
for the attack meditated on the works the rebels had con-r 
structed on either shore, for preventing an open comr 
munication by water with the army in Philadelphia, 
on which it was obvious to them that the farther opera- 
tions of the campaign would greatiy depend. 

The wind still continuing to prevept the Vigfilant from 
passing to the rear of the enemv's works on Fort Islaa^ 
by the only channel practicable for that purpose, the 
opportunity was taken by the king's forces, and by 
the enem^ with equal assiduity, to strrn|;then the pre- 
parations judged expedient on either part for the pror 
posed attack. 

The officers and seamen of the ships of war and trans? 
ports were employed in the mean time^ with unremit* 
ting fatigue aira perseverance, to convey provisions, 
artillery, and stores, to the Schuylkill, between Fort Isr 
land and the Pennsylvania shore; six 24 pounders from 
the Eagle, and fbur 32 pounders from the Somerset, 
transported in the same manner, with the requisite pro- 
portions of ammunition* were mounted in the batteries 
erected by the General's appointment on Province Is- 
land. 

The wind becoming favourable the 15th instant, that 
first occasion was taken for ordering the ships upon the 
intended service. 

The Somerset and Isis were appointed to proceed up 
the eastern channel of the river, to act a^^amst the fort 
in the front. The Roebuck, Pearl, and Liverpool, with 
the Comwallis Galley, and some smaller armed vessels, 
agunst a battery with heavy artillery which the rebels 
had lately opened on a pomt above, and near to Manto 
creek, in a situation to rake the ships anchored to fire 
upon the fort, and more advantageously chosen, as the 
shoalness of the water did not admit ships to approa^ 
within a desirable distance of the wor|c. 
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The Vigilant, with a hulk mounting three 18 pound- 
ers, commanded by lieutenant Botham of the Eagle, 
proceeded at the same time through the channel round 
Hog Island, and anchored on that side the fort, accord- 
ing to the intention pointed out for co-operating with 
the batteries on the I'enns3ivania Bhoi*e. 

The Isis, being as well placed in the eastern channel 
as the circumstances of the navigation would permit, 
rendered very essential service against the fort and gal- 
lies, much to the personal honour of captain CornwaUis, 
and credit of the discipline in his ship. The Roebuck 
and other frigates stationed against the batteries were 
equally well conducted. 

Greater caution being necessary in placing the So- 
merset, that ship could not be carried as fur up the 
channel as the Isis was advanced. 

The impression made by the batteries on Province Is- 
land (before, very considerable^ being united with the 
well-directed efforts from the Vigilant and Hulk, soon si- 
lenced the aftilleiy of the fort; and farther prejsarations 
being in progress for opening the Rstocade, and forcing 
the works next morning, the enemy set fire to and eva- 
cuated the fort during the night. 

The numbers of the enemy killed and wounded, ap- 
peared to have been very considerable. Those in the 
different ships, as stated in the annexed return, were 
much less thah could be supposed, particularly of the 
Isis and Roebuck, which weres struck many times from 
the gallies. and works. 

A detachment from the army under the command of 
Lord CornwaUis, having been landed the 18th at Bil- 
lingtport, (where a post had been some time before es- 
tablished) for attackmg the redoubt kt Red-Bank, the 
enemy abandoned and ble^ up the works. They had 
passed several of their gallies unperceived above tlie 
town of Philadel]!>hia, in the night of the 19th, which 
proved very favourable for the purpose; and attempted 
to do the same with the rest of the gallies and other wa- 
ter-force, the following night; but being seasonably dis- 
covered, t^ey were opposed with so much effect, by 
Lieutenant Watt, of the Roebuck (ordered by captain 
Hammond, before lAy arrival, to take bis station in the 
Pelaware prize, near the town) that not more than three 
or four of the former appeared to have escaped; and 
being otherwise unable to prevent the capture of the rest 
of their armed craft, consbtingof 2 xebecques, 2 floating 
batteries, and several ships, besides 5 vessels, amounting 
to about 17 in number, they were quitted and burnt. 
Lieutenant Watt having testified great propriety and 
spirit on this occasion, I have continued bim in the 
command of the Delaware, retained as an armed ship in 
the service, to remain near the town of Philada. where 
such additional naval force is particularly requisite. 

A more accurate inspection of the obstructions to the 
navigation of the river adjacent to Fort Island, becom- 
ing practicable under the circumstances before men- 
tioned, two diannels were discovered, through which 
the, transports, containing the proin^ons, stores, and 
othar necessaries for the .army, might proceed to Phila- 
delphia. Thev were ordered up ttie nver accordingly, 
to be afterwards secured at the wharfs -of the town, for 
the approaching winter months. 

The unfortunate event of Lieutenant General Bur- 
goyne's operations with the nortliem army, terminating, 
as I am advised by the commander in chief, with the 
surrender of those troops agreeable to the tenor of a 
convention executed the 16th of last October, has ren- 
dered a suitable provision necessary to be made for 
their conveyance to Europe. A proper number of 
transports has been appropriated for that occasion. But 
as it would be scarce practicable at this season of the 
year for light transports to gain the port of Boston, 
where the embarkation is conditioned to take place, the 
transports have been ordered under convoy of the Rai- 
aonable to Rhode Island, that if the proposed alteration 
u adopted, and tlie troops can be embarked at that port, 
a^ may be sooner released. 



[The following are copies of the papers referred to ia 

the aforementioned extract: 

Return of the number of men killed and wounded on 
board the different ships employed in the attack of 
the works of the enemy on Fort Island, their armed 
craf^ and other defences erected to obstruct the pas- 
age of the river Delaware, on the 15th day of Novem- 
ber. 



Somerset, five seamen wounded. Isis, three i 
wounded. Roebuck, 3 seamen killed,^ 7 do. wounded. 
Liverpool, none. Pearl, one master killed, three seamen 
wounded. Vigilant, one midshipman, one seaman kill- 
ed; lent from the Eagle. Comwalhs Galley, one second 
master and pilot wounded. Sloop commanded hv 
Lieutenant Bothan, none. Total killed, six. Wound- 
ed 19. In all 35. 

JVkiiehall, Jan, 8, 1777. The following is a copy 
and extract of two letters from the Hon. Gen. Sir Wm. 

Howe to L. G, Germain. 

PaitADBLPHii, Nov. 28, 1777. 

My Lord — From a variety of difficulties attending the 
construction of additional batteries, in a morass, a^aiait 
the fort upon Mud Island, and in the transportation of 
the guns and stores, they were not opened against the 
enemy's defences until the 10th instant On the 15tb, 
the wind proving fair, the Vigilant armed ship, carrying 
sixteen 24 pounders, and a hulk with three 24 pound- 
ers, got up to the fort through the channel, between 
Province and Hog Island; these, assisted by several 
ships of war in the eastern channel, as weU as by the 
batteries on shore, did such execution upon the fort and 
collateral block houses, that the enemy, dreading an im- 
pending assault, evacuated the island in the night be- 
tween 3ie 15th and 16th, and it wai possessed on the 
16th at day-break by the grenadiers of the guards. 

The enemy's fire upon the ships of war the Vigilant 
and Hulk, from two floating batteries, 17 gallies and 
armed vessels, and from a battery on the Jersey shore, 
was exceedingly ^eavy; but the gallantry displayed b^. 
the naval commanders, their officers and seamen, on tlua 
occasion, frustrated all their efforts, aud contributed 
principally to the reduction of the enemy's works. 

The enemy's loss during the sieg^ is computed to 
have been 400 killed and wounded. The loss to the 
king's troops was only seven killed and five wounded. 

On the 18th at night Lord Comwallis marched widia 
corps fW)m camp, and passed the Delaware on die 19th, 
from Chester to Billing^s Port, where he was joined 
by Major General Sir Thomas Wilson, with a corps that 
arrived a few days before from New York under hia 
command, having with hun Brigadier Generala Leslie 
and Pattison. 

As soon as the necessaty preparations were made, lam 
lordship pursued his march to attack the enemy en- 
trenched at Red-Rank. Upon his approach the rebeb 
evacuated the post, and retired to Mount Holly, wbei« 
they joined a corps of observation, detached firom the 
main army of the rebels, encamped at White Marsh. 
The entrenchment behlg demolisiied, hw corps return- 
ed to Gloucester on the 27th, and joined the armjr in 
this camp. 

The enemy's shipping having no longer any protec- 
tion, and not finding it advisable to attempt the passage 
of the river, the channel being commanded by the bat- 
teries of the town, and the Delaware Frigate, they were 
quitted, without being dismantled, and burnt on the 
night between the 20th and 21st; but the gallies of a 
similar draught of water, by keeping dose alonr the 
Jersey shore, escaped, finom the great breadth of the 
river. 

A forward movement mdnst the enemy will imme- 
diately take place, and I hope will be attended with 
the success that is due to the spirit and acthrily of hk 
Majesty's troops. 

'llie passage of the river, by the reduction of the two 
places aforementioned, has been sufficiently opened to 
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brifif^ up fngatei and transporti; but the removal of the 
Chevaux dc Frise ia poftponcd to a more favourable 



Major General Sir Thomas Spencer Wilson havings re- 
presented the very critical situation of his private con- 
cerns in' England, has my leave to return, and has taken 
cbar^ of my dispatches to your lordship, bv the Earle 
Packet. With the most perfect respect I have the ho- 
nour to be, &c. W . HOWE. 

Vast numbers of ordnance and military stores were 
found in the fort of Mud Island, and that of Red Bank. 

On the 11th instant. Lord George Germain received 
an express- from Sir William Howe, brought by the Earl 
of Comwallis, dated Philadelphia. Dec. 13, 1777. This 
letter contjuns an account of Gen. flowe's endeavours 
to bring the rebels to a general en^^agement. With this 
view he Boarched his army to White Marsh, where the 
enemy's whole force lay strongly intrenched. Several 
akirmi^es ensued, with some loss on the side of the 
kingf's troops, who put the enemy to flight' in every ati> 
tack, with slaughter. General Howe however, finding 
that the enemjrs camp was as strong on their centre and 
left as upon the right, that they seemed determined not 
to quit their position, and bemg unwilling to expose the 
troops longer to the weather in this inclement season, 
without tents or baggage of any kind for officers or men, 
he returned on the 8th of December to Philadelphia, 
where the troops are now gone into winter-quarters — 
so that the campaign in America seems finished for this 
season. A reinforcement was sent to General Clinton at 
New York, upon his representation of a want of troops 
for the defence of that post. 

TKOV TEX LOVDOir •AZSTTX. 

Whitehall, March 17, 1778. 
Copy of a Letter from Gen. Sir WiUlam HfADe to Lord 

G. Urermcun^ one of his Maje»ty*8 Principal Secreteanes 

of State, dated at Philadt^hia, the 19th qf January , 

1778. 
My Lord, — The present appearance of the weather 
encouraging me to hope the nver will be sufficiently 
open m a few days to admit of a packet sailing, I have 
prepared my dispatches to this date, and shall send them 
off without waiting for the receipt of those from your 
Lordship by the Lord Hyde packet, which I am inform- 
ed by Sir Henry Clinton arrived at New York the Ist in- 
stant, "and were detained upon a supposition that the na- 
vigation of this river would not be open for a ship of 
ime, and not thinking it advisable to trust them in the 
packet, or in the arm^ vessel bringing the advice. 

There has not any thing more material happened since 
the departure of Lord Comwallis, who I requested to 
be the bearer of my last dispatches, than the passing a 
considerable detachment of the army across the Schuyl- 
kill on the 22d of December, to take post on the heights 
of Derby, in order to cover the collecting and trans- 
porting by water, as well as by land, a large quantity of 
forage which that country afforded. About 1000 tons 
were brought in^ a quantity judged to be nearly suffi- 
cient for the winter consumption; and the detaichment 
returned on the 28th of December, without any further 
attempts from the enemy to retard the progress of the 
foragers, than from small parties skulkmg, as is their 
custom, to seize upon the straggfmg solcfiers: One of 
these parties, consisting of two ofncers and SO roen^ 
were decoyed by two dragoons of the 17th regiment 
into an ambuscade, and mi^e prisoners. 

On the 30th and 31st of December the troops went 
into winter quarters in this town, where they are well 
accommodated. 

The enemy's army, excepting a detachment of 1200 
men at Wilmington, is hutted in the woods near Valley 
Forge upon the SchoylkiU, 26 miles from hence, and in 
a very strong position. 

Colonel Harcourt, who will have the honour of pne- 
•enting these dispatches, haa my leave to go to England 
upon hii priraite affairs^ to wAom I ht%. leave to refer 



your Lordship for the fullest information that/ may be 
required, 1 have the honour to be, &c. 

W. HOWE. 
Lmd. Mag. 1778. 

CHARITY. 

AN ODE, Saered to the memory of WILLMMPENN, 
the founder of Pennsykania, by Peter Markoe, former^ 
fy of Philaae^hia. 

••ASCEND the bark, the sail expand. 

And fly the blood-polluted land, 

The tyrant's rage and bigfot's zeal 

Already whet the murd'ring steel, 

Whilst virtue from the scene retires, 

As persecution lights her fires. 

* 'Ascend the bark, expand the sail; 
Thy God shall grant tne fav'ring gale. 
And awe-struck waves the ship respect. 
Which piety and faith direct. 
As from this land of rag« and tears. 
The Philosophic Chief she bears. 

**I see, I see the untaught band. 
Mildly they welcon^e thee to land. 
Thy brow no sullen fury wears; 
No dark resentment lowers on theirs* 
Can piety and justice fail? 
Ascend the bark; expand the sail.'' 

Thus Charity the Chief address'd, 
And warm'd with sacred zeal his breasts 
His ready feet the bark ascend « 
His friends, a pious train, attend. 
Hope smiles, affection vainly pleads^ 
And Albion's guilty shore recedes. 

Each wind in gentler breezes blows; 
With gentler current ocean flows. 
As if (what will not virtue charm?)' 
His pious vows their rage disarm; 
And Delaware's capacious breast 
Exulting bears the welcome gueat^ 

•TTe gazing tribes! your fears forego; 
No plund'rer I, or cruel foe. 
These hands, in war's dire trade unskilled/ 
No spear protend or falchion wield. 
Nor from my bark, with art accurst. 
Shall light'ning fly or thunder burst. 

"O'er wide-extended lands you roam; 

We seek alas! a peaceful home. 

These gifts your kindness shall repay."" ^ * 

His friends the useful stores display .- 

Virtue the treaty ratified, 

Ar.d reason smil'd with decent pride. 

•HTe people, hear! (agun he spoke) 
Who groar^ beneath a double yoke. 
The voice of Charity revere; 
>fo holy tyrant threatens here; 
No den)ot rules with cruel sway; 
Securely toily securely pray. 

•^eligpon who shall dare restrain ? 

New systems chuse or old retain . 

From temples let your vows ascendy 

Or private in your closets bend. 

By priestly zeal or power unaw'd. 

Let all in freedom worship God.'* 

The British isles with rapture heard; 
His voice the sufTring German ^hear'dV 
In crouds they hasten to the shore, 
And hear, vnmov'd old ocean roar. 
Their shores Aey quit, and dangen difht> 
BcligioQ, Freedom, P««ce inyhe. 



DJgitized by' 



Google 



290 



ICtSCELLAKeoOS. 



iNorUittft 



Ye ttatetmen, whom weak minds rerere! 
Ye king9, who empire build od fear! 
With candid minds survey the plan. 
And venerate the upright man. 
Who, not to selfish views coniin'd, 
Studied the good of all mankind. 

He spoke not to unwilling slaves; 
The forest falls, the harvest wavesi 
The curve-disdaining street extends; 
The dock resounds, the mast ascends. 
Hope vig*rou8 labour sweetly chears, 
And property the bliss endears. 

To neighboring shores and distant lands 
His worth a bright example stands. 
A fertile region bears his name; 
Philosophy exalts his fiune; 
The arts his matchless deeds record. 
And Heav'n bestows the great reward. 



SPONTASfEOUS COMBUSTION. 

We are under great obligations to a correspondent 
for the annexed vahiable communication. It will be 
raid with interest, and be productive of benefit The 
** stone coal'* spoken ot, we presume to be the common 
bituminous rmneral coal, not anthracite. The '* stone 
coal" of the Schuylkill, the Lehigh, and of Pennsylva- 
nia generally, is not liable to spontaneous combustion. 
[Aurora U Perm. Qaz, 

Spontaneoui Combustion of Stone Coal and of Char- 
coo/T— The late fire in the store of the Messrs. Stanton's, 
is supposed to have originated in the spontaneous com- 
bustion of aheap of Liverpool coal, deposited under the 
stairway that leads to the upper counting room. ^ It is 
worUiy of inquiry whether this coal, of itself, will ignite 
if laid in wet, or by being exposed to the addition of 
other materials occasionally thrown among it, such as 
spirits, oil, &c. We would thank any person, capable 
(rf giving correct information on this subject, to fiivour 
us with a communication enumerating the circum- 
stances under which spontaneous combustion may be 
produced in Liverpool or any other coals. — N, Y. 6az, 

We can give the information required by the editor 
of the New York Gazette, fh)m Dr. Meases's " Ar- 
chives of Useful Knowledge," vol. 3d, p. 187. 

'* About the 10th July 1812, 1200 bushels of Yirgmia 
coal, were put into a close cellar in Philadelphia, and 
about the middle of September, the owners wishing to 
remove them from the esUblisfament, sold a grest quan- 
tity of it. The coals were then found to be so hot, and 
to emit so much smoke, as to excite alarm, and required 
several hogsheads of water to cool them. This coal 
contained a con»derable quantity of sulphur. The same 
quantity of coal had been put in the same cellar, seve- 
ral times daring the last five years, withont showing any 
disposition to heat 

About the time the occurrence just mentioned took 
place, the coal in the great vault of the wAter works, at 
the Centre Square, containing between sixteen thousand 
and eighteen thousand bushels of Virgfinia coal, was dis- 
covered to be very hot, and upon removing the surface 
of it, under one of the vault trap-doors, which were 
even with the ground, a dense smoke immediately 
issued. By throwing out several hundred bushels of 
the cod, and pouring an immense quantity of water 
into the vault, the progress of the cnmbusfion was 
checked. Such was the degree of heat extricated, 
that a roan could not stay in the vault to shovel out 
the coal, more than a few minutes at a time. Some 
lumps of coal were completely reduced to coke. The 
rautt hacK been filled to the top, and was of course de- 
prived of air. 

In the memoirs of the Royal Academy of Paris, it is 
stated that two magazines, containing each about 1,200 
cbaldr^iift of itone coal, took fif« shortly afUf they were 



filled. The magazines were Imilt doee and CMBpact» 
they were also covered in, and filled dote to the top.-» 
Af^er the fire Was extinguished, a rafter of deal wiuth 
was within the building near the door^ was fbuad half 
burnt, and a beam which the coal touchcdi was in tbe 
same condition. They had not igmted^but were bunt 
through to a cinder: the coals which lay on the top if 
the heap, were only wanned b^ the smoke that had 
passed tnrough them, but diote in the middle had lotl 
their inflammability, and were half cakined, but near 
the bottom they luul sufiTcred no injurv, nor even con« 
tracted the least heat It is also stated, that p rev i o usl y 
to the construction of those magazines, coal had bees 
constantly exposed to the weather without bdng infla' 
med. 

A similar accident took place in Philadelphia, some 
^ears before, from a large quantity of Virgimacoal hav^ 
mg been heaped under a close arch. 

In the year 1794, 1,600 tons of coal in the King'syard 
at Copenhagen, inflamed after aome time, and was cn^ 
tirely consumed, together with 1,400 houses. 

In the Domestic EncylopKdia, (article Inflammation,) 
the editor has enumerated several substances, whidi un- 
der particular circumstances spontaneous^ inflsmed^ 
and it may be serviceable to mention, as a caution to 
woollen manufacturers, that a destructive fire at Lodge- 
more mills near Stroud, in Gloucesterdiire, which hap- 
pened June, 1811, was occanoned by a quantity of 
flocks impregnated with Currier's oil being left on the 
floor. 

In the Archives, vol. 2d, p. 403, mention is made of 
the spontaneous inflammation of charcoal, from the pres' 
sure of mill-stones, and from pounding charcoal in a 
pestle of a powder mill; in one case, the combustioD 
took place in a quantity of charcoal which bad been hid 
in a garret 

HEVOLUTIONARY ANECDOTE. 

Cobnel Menzies* — Some time previous to the evacos- 
tion of Charleston, Colonel Mentzies of the Penns^lv» 
m'a Line, received a letter from a Hesnan Meet within 
the garrison, who had once been a prisor»er, and treated 
by him with kindness, expressing an earnest desire to 
show his gratitude, by executing any commisHon wiA 
which he would please to honour him. Colonel Menzies 
replied to it, requesting him to send him twelve dozcm 
Cigars; but, being a German by bbth, and fittle acco9- 
tomed to express himself in English, he was not very 
accurate in his orthography, and wrote IXzars. Twdve 
dozen pair of Scissors were accordnigly sent him, which, 
for a time, occasioned much mirth in the camp, at tiie 
Colonel's expense; but no man knew better bow ts 
profit from the mistake. Monev was no(^ at the period, 
in circulation; and b^ the aid of his ninner, distnbotiiq^ 
his Scissors over the country, in exchange for poidtrjr, 
Colonel Menzies lived luxuriously, while the ftre of ms 
brother officers was a scanty pittance of fiuni^ied het£, 
bull fron from pondsb and crayfish from the neighbour- 
ing ditches.— G<ir<f«n'« Jnee. 



Straw Pfl5p^.-»*We tmderstaAd a mnf, fbr the 
fkctux^ of paper fWxn straw, has beert erected atChaa- 
bersburg, which it Is expected will suceeed retj well« 
The paper is strong, and substantia], and well cakolatrd 
for wrapping paper.— Jtftii«r'««^?tirno^ 
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REPORT 

On Roads, JBridses U Canah, read in ike Senate, March 
23, 1822, Mr, Ragiut. Chairman, 

^ The coBliitittee on Roads; Bridges and Inland Naviga- 
tion, in obedience to the instructions of the Senate, as 
contained in two resolutions passed on the 4th of Janu- 
iiy last, submit the following report: 

Upon examining the numerous volumes of the acts of 
assembly from the earliest period, to the present day, it 
appears that 146 turnpike road companies have been, 
prior to the present session, authorized by law, of which 
84 hare received letters patent from the department of 
state. Many of those which were authorized, have fail- 
ed in their endeavours to prociire subscriptions to the 
amount required by their acts of incorporation before 
they could bo entitled to charters, whilst others were 
tendered unnecessary^ in consequence of subsequent 
acts aathorijEin^ the incorporation of other companies 
for smaller sections of the same route. 

l*able No. I, amongst the documents accompanying 
ibis report exhibits a list of the corporate titles of & 
these companies placed in the order in which Ae acts 
♦ere respectively passed, together with the dates of the 
acts, the (late at which letters patent were granted to 
those which received them, and the counties in which 
the roods are located. 

The number of bridges without talcing into the ac- 
count those which individuals were permitted to erect,' 
authorized to be constructed by companies is 49— of 
thich ZQ only have been confirmed by letters patent. 
A similar list of these will be found in Table No. II, ^ 

The number of canal and lock navigation compames 
aatborized is 18, of which 9 have made progress in their 
works. A similar list of these also, will appear on table 

No.ni. 

Your committee after considerable labor, having com- 
pleted the lists above referred to, and ascertained as far 
as. was practicable, the probable residence of the officers 
of the; respective com^^anies, addressed a circular letter 
to the President sind managers of each, submitting to 
them certaiti questions embracing as they conceited, all 
the points of mformation contemplated by the resolu- 
tions under which they acted. 

To most of tliese circulars, satisfactory answers were 
retamed, with a promptitude which merits the approba- 
tion of the Senate, and which indicated on the part of 
the-companies a desire to promote the views of that bo- 
dy, by contributing their respective shares to the com- 
nidn stock of information. Some answers however, 
your committee regret to say, were not as full as could 
have been desired, but deficient as is the information 
tontained iit them< they were far more acceptable than 
the total silence of a few of the companies which did 
not think proper to acknowledge the receipt of the let- 
ten jkldressed to them, or who p'erhaps from a mistake 
in their direction, did not receive them b> the course of 
niMl. ' 

Table No. FV. exhibits an alphabetical list of the turn- 
pike road companies, which have received letters pa- 
tent, showing the years in which the roads were sove- 
Fally commenced and completed, the length of each 
contemplated by its charter, the number of miles com- 
pleted prior to the commencement of the present year, 

Vol. n- zf 



the amount of subscriptions to the capital stock made 
by individuals; and by the commonweidth, 'the cost, of 
the road per mile including bridges, toll houses and 
g^tes, subscription price of the shares, the amount of 
the existing debts of each company, width of the roads, 
materials of which composed, with the depth of the 
same at the centre and at the ^ides respectively. 

Table No. V. presents a list of t^e bridges which 
have been sanctioned by letters patent, showing the 
rivers and streams over which they pass, the years in 
which they were severally commenced and completed, 
theh" length and width, elevation above the usuid lev^ 
of the water and whether roofed or not^ the number of 
arches by which supported, the materials of which tb6 
piers are composed, as also the amount of indtvidui^ 
and state subscriptions to the capital stock, the subscrip-^. 
tion price of the shares, and the amount of the debts of 
the companies. 

Table No. VI. exhibits a list of the lock and 'canal 
navigation companies, which have received corpoAte 
powers, whether by letters patent or by their acts of in- 
corporation, showing the period at which the works 
were commenced, and at which they will probably be 
completed, the extent of the improvements contempla- 
ted, the proportion which it is expected will be of canals, 
the amount of individual and state subscription^, origi- 
nal price of the shares, the number of feet of falls to be 
overcome, the expected cost of the whole improvements, 
and the progress which has been made in the works. 

The preceding tables, it will be observed, contain only 
that portion of the information derived from the letters 
addressed to your committee, which would admit of a 
tabular form. A great mass of valuable knowledge of 
a statistical, geographical and commercial nature not 
susceptible of condensution, and which to be interest- 
ing must be read in detail, is to be gathered from thcf 
documents, but the session is too fiu* advanced to warrant 
the expectation on the part of your committee, that so' , 
voluminous a collection could be printed in time for dis- 
tribution at the present session, even if the labor of pre- 
paring for pubfication such a body of scattered mate- 
rials, were not of itself at this period of pressing dutieil 
an insurmountable obstacle to the undertaking. 

From the incomplete replies to some of the questions 
proposed by your committee, and from the entire failure 
of answers in a number of cases, it is evident that the 
preceding tables must in the nature of tWngs be imper- 
fect. In order however, that as much information aS 
was attainable, should be therein embodied/ the com-^ 
mittee have in a few instances' filled up blanks fromfotli-* 
er sources of intelligence, beheved to be correct, desig- 
nating by a mark (*) the figures which hav* been thus 
unofficially introduced, and in those cases where no an- 
swers have been received from companies, the, blanks 
have been principally fiUed from personal knowledge or 
from that of some of the members of the legislature, or 
from public documents. Where blanks are left in tbe 
statements of those companies from which answers have 
been received, it is because no .answers were returned 
upon those points. Some errors will undoubtedly be 
discovered, but, it is confidently believed by your com- 
mittee, that they will not be numerous. In the leng^th 
of the roads all fractions less than one quarter of a mde 
iMkvc been rejected. 
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From A view of the foregoing documents, it willb* 
perceived, that the number of mUes of Turnpike roads 
contemplated by the various cbarteit of the companies 
which have received letters patent is 2521 
' Of which there have been completed 1807 

Of these roads about 1250 miles are of solid stone, 
havinjf on their silrface no ang^e greater than 4^ or 5* 
even m crossing the highest mountains. 



The amount of Capital subscri 
bed towards these improve- 
ments by individuals (includ- 
ing the subscriptions of a few 
banks,) and which has been 
paid, or is expedtd to be paid, is ^^158,347 

The amount subscribed by the 
commonwealth to the same is 1,861,542 

To these sums if there be added 
one half the amount of the ex- 
isting debts of the compames» 
which it is probable the roads 
have cost more than the am't. 
subscribed by the state and by 
solvent individuals, say 361,565 

R will appear that to turnpike 
roads there has been subscribed 
and appropriated, in Pennsyl- 
▼ania, the sura of $6/401,474 

Towards the construction' of 
Bridges, also, it will appear 
that a great appropriation has 
been made. 

The lAoek subscribed by indhri- 
^als, amount to 1,629,200^ 

That subscribed by the common- 
wealth to 362 000 

And if half the amotmt of debtb^ 
be added, as in the former case 40,595' 

The amount contributed towards 
the construction of Bridges, 
wiH have been 2,051,795 

To Navigaiion Companies. 

^ndividtads have subscribed 1,41 6,51 
1 he commonwealth has subscribecT 130,000 
And if to these sums, be added, 
the cost of the works at the 
two Cooewago Canal, estima- 
ted at 220,000 
The probable amount ex- 
pended on the Lehigh, 
by White & Co. whush 
^ cannot ftOl short of 150,000—370,000- 
And leaving out of view, the ex- 
penditures made by the Schuyl- 
'kill and Susquenhanna, and 
Delaware and Schuylkill navi- 
gation companies, the result 
will show an appropriation to 
this branch of internal im- 
provcment of l',916,510 
If all these subscriptions, appro- 
priations and individual expen- 
ditures, be added together, the 

amount will be little short of $10,369,779 

Without a map of the state upon which the routes of 
the various turnpikes arc traced, it is? almost impossible 
to form a correct idea of their localities and ramifica- 
tions. Suffice it for the present to say, that when the 
works now in progress shall' be completed, there will 
be. 

Two complete stone roads, running from Philadelphia 
to Pittsburg, 3000 mlfescach in length, one of whicli is 
ahready finished. 

One continued road from Philadelphia to the tow-n of 
Ene, on the l^c of that name, passing through Sunburj-, 
WeUcfontc, PhiWpsburg, Frai^klin and Meadyillo. 



Two roads, having but a few miles of turnpike dcfi- 
cient, from Philaddphia: one to the New York stite 
line, in Bradford county, passing through Berwick, an 
one to the northern part of the statei in Susquchsmim 
county, passing through Bethlehem. And 

One continued road from Pittsbui^to Erie, pasiinr 
through Butler, Mercer, Mcadville and Watetford. 

The Northern, north western and western sectiois of 
the State will then be connected with the Metropolia, 
and affoixl facilities for travelling and transportation, un- 
equalled as to extent in the United States. 

Your committee having considered the resolutioBs UO' 
dcr which this report has been prepared as a simple call 
for statistical details will forbear to enlarge. From the 
tables herewith submitted, many important principle* 
might be deduced and conclusions drawn. The simple 
facts as to whether our internal improvements hare all 
been made with a proper regard to that prudence which 
should regulate the expenditure of private capital, or 
public money, whether in the appropriations made by 
the commonwealth a due regard has been had to equali- 
ty of distribution and whether some general roles for 
the construction and regulation of turnpike road?, might 
not be made, which would abridge legisUtioa, and es- 
tablish a system of uniformity, are- subjects which nerit 
the attention of the legislature. 

Skill and a judicious economy in the construction of 
turnpike roads is of vital importiince. The ait of making 
artificial roads is in its infancy in our country, and it be- 
hoves us as we value our prosperity, to use eveiy means 
within our reach to profit by the lightaand experience 
of those who understand the subject better than.our-^ 
selves. 

The construction of stone and other artificisi roads is 
a science which few men understand, and yet which few 
men hesitate to undertake, and it is no doubt from »- 
want of ordinary skill in preparing* and applying the ma- 
terials of which our roads are composed, and in shaping, 
their surface, and of ordinary judgment in the appKca- 
tion of labour, tliat most of our roads have been con- 
structed so expensively, and some of tliem so badly. 

The attention of your committee has been drawn to- 
a small English publication re-printed in Baltimore du- 
ring the last year, and which is to be procured in that 
City or in Philadelphia, entitled "M'jSdam on roads,** It 
comprises besides an essay upon road making by John 
Loudon M*Adam, Esquire, the author, the minutes ofaiv 
examination of witnesses before a committee of Ae 
House of Commons, appointed to enquire into the state' 
of the roads and particularly into a new system of turn- 
pike road making inti-oduced by Mr. M*Adam. Asthia 
work is well worth the perusal of alVwho have any de- 
sire to understand the principles upon which the British 
turnpike i-oads are constructed and repaired, so thai not 
ami is ever to be seen on their surface, your committee 
have deemed it worth their wliile to britig it thui into^^ 
the notice of the Legislature. From this book it ap- 
pears, that according to the most approved system at 
present in use in England, 

The ston«s are broken so fine as that none of thein- 
exceeded six ounces in weight in order that a more spee- 
dy consolidation may be produced. 

The depth of the materials is about ten inches, which 
is probably one fourth less than the average depth of our 
stone roads. The surface of the road is as nearly flit 
as is sufficient to carry off the water, being only three 
inches higher in the centre, than at the sides, where the 
width is eighteen feet. The convexity of our roads ge- 
nerally varies so as to make them from 6 tp 15 inches 
higher in the centre than at the sides, which occasions 
their being cut up, inasmuch as the weight of a loaded- 
wagon is principally thrown upon the wheels which are 
on the lowest side, A few of them are as low as 1 to 4 
inches, and a small number are entirely flat, which is 
probably detrimental to their duration, by permitting the 
water to soak down, destroy the foundation, and uyur* 
the materials . It is worthy of remark^^iat stone wsds^ 
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■*««.sjiia in the work under consideration, to havfe been 
*jjtructed with gtn^t permjmency, over wet and raar- 
^ l^und the materials having* been so amalgamated 

«A to lie like a board upon the soft earth. 

The fopegt)ing investigation, the Senate will perceive, 

^uubeen accompanied with considerable labor. The 



lateness of the period at which roost of the answers 
were received, prevented an early report, and if the in^ 
formation obtained, is not as full as was expected of your 
committee, the defklcation is ctihrgeable neither to want 
of zeal nor industry. 



Table, No. I. 
TURNPIKE ROABS. 

l^STof the corporate titles of all the Turnpike Road Companies, authorised b^ the Legidature of Pennsylfuum 
in the order in which the Acts were passed. * 



Date of Acts. 



Titles of Turnpike Road Companies. 



Date of Letters 
patent. 



Counties in which situate. 



17d2 April 


9 


1794 April 


22 


1801 Feb. 


12 


180S Feb. 


11 


MMTCh 


24 


do 


24 


do 


24 


1804 Feb. 


13 


March 


5 


do 


5 


do 


5 


do 


5 


do 


19 


do 


19 


do 


29 


1805 March 3 


do 


25 


April 


1 


1806 Feb. 


24 


March 


28 


do 


28 


1807 Jany 


. 26 


March 


4 


do 


31 


April 


7 


do 


7 


do 


9 


1808 Feb. 


22 


March 24 


1809 Maidi^ 


do 


U 


do 


25 


do 


28 


April 


4 


1810 Much 19 


do 


19 


do 


19 


do 


19 


do 


20 


do 


20 


1810 March 20 


2811 Feb. 


6 


do 


6 


M^och 23 


do 


28 


do 


30 


do 


30 


do 


30 


do 


30 


April 


1 


do 


2 


do 


2 


1812 Jan. 


17 


Feb. 


22 


do 


22 


March 13 


do 


31 


do 


31 


^0 


31 



Philadelphia and Lancaster, 

Lancaster and Susquelianna, 

Germantown and Perkiomen, 

Easton and Wilkesbarre, 
' Cheltenham and Willowgrove, 

Frankford and Bristol, 

Downinrstown, Ephrata&Harrisburg 

Erie and Waterford, 

Lancaster, El'zthtown & Middletown 

Bustleton and Smithfield 

Union and Cumberland, 

ChesnuthiU and Springhouse, 

Susquehanna and York borough, 

8uK[uehanna and Lehigh, 

Coflhecton and Great Beiid, 

Berks & Dauphin (1812), Mar. 30.) 
. • Centre,leading fm R'dng to Sunbuiy 

Springhouse & Bethlehem, 

Rarrisburg and Pittsburg, 
. Northampton, 

Susquehanna and Tioga, 

MUford and Oswego, 

Harrisburg,Lewistown,HttotiBgdon, • 

and Pittsburg, 
York and Maryland line» 
Gap and Newport, 
Gettysburg and Petersburg, 
United States, from Cumberland to 
Wheeling, (permission granted) 
^anover and Maryland line, 
Phfla. Brandywine,andNew London, 
York and Conawag^ canal. 
Little Conestoga, 

Hanover and Carlisle, 

Safeharbour, Strasburg and Gap, 
Ohambersburg, 
Middletown and Harrisburg, 
Buffaloe and Penn's Valley, 
Falmouth, 

Anderson's ferry,Waterrd & NHaren 
New HolUnd, 

Huntingdon, Cambria and Indiana, 
Perkiomen and Reading, 
Gettysburg and Black's tavern, 
Berlin and Hanover, 
York western, 

Allegheny and Susquehanna, 
Anderson's ferry and York, 
Ridley, 
Bidre, 

Bridgewater and Wilkesbarre, 
Clifford and Wilkesbarre, ^ 

Bethany uid Ding^man's choice, 
Yellow Breeches, 
Great Valley and Wilmington, 
Susquehanna and Waterford, 

Northumberland 8c Anderson's creek, 
Belmont and Easton 
Manheim and Lititz, 
New Baltimore, 
Gettysburg and MiUerstown, 



21 
24 
29 
28 
13 
13 
21 



1792, June 
1796, Feb. 
1801, April 

1803, Dec. 
May 

do 

June 

1806, April 28 

1805, April 1 

1804, May 1 

1804^ March 27 

1803, May 16 

1804, May 

1805, April 22 
1816, Feb. 16 
1808, May 10 



1806, Oct 10 
1908, June 17 



iSOr, June 3 
1808,Marchl2 
180% June 27 



1808,- June 27 
Sept. 26 

1809, July 27 
181],Marchl2 
1812, Feb. 29^ 

1810, Jan. 16 
1815, Jane 14 

1810, Aug. 16 

1811, July 1 

1812, MarchlO 
1815, Feb. 24 
31811, Feb. 13 

April 18 
Sept 23 



1812, Jan. 7 

1811, July 19 
Oct. 28 

1812, Feb. 20 
1811, Dec. 13 



Phila. Del. Chester & Lancaster 

Lancaster. 

Philadelphia and Montgomery. 

Noitbampton and Luzerne. 

Phibulelphia, Montgomery. 

Philadelphia, Bucks. 

Chester, Lan. Leb. Dauphtm. 

Erie. 

Lancaster, Dauphin. 

Philadelphia. 

Philadelphia, Montgomeiy* 

York. 

Northampton, Luzerne. 

Wayne and Susquehanna. 

Berks, Lebanon, Dauphin. 

Berks, Schuylkill, Nortfaunb'd. 



Columbia, Luzerne, Bradford. 
Pike, Wayne, Susquehanna. 



York. 

Lancaster, Chester. 

Adams. 

Somerset, Fayette, Washington* 

York. 

Phi]adelpluaJ>daware, CheiCer, 

York. 

Lancaster, Chester. 

York, Adams, Cumberland. 

Franklin. 
Dauphin. 



Lancaster. 

Lancaster. 

Lancaster. 

Huntingdon, Cambria, 

Montgomery and Beiks. 

Adams. 

Adams,York. 



Delaware. 

Philadelphia, Montgomery. 
Susquehanna, Luzerne. 
Susquehanna, Luzetne. 
Wayne, Pike. 



1817, Oct 7 Clearfield, Jefferson, Annftrong;. 
Venango, Crawfbn^ Erie. 

1814, Jan. 12 Wayne, Pike, Northampton. 
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Table, No. I, — Continued. 



Date of Acts. 



Titles of Turnpike Road Companies. 



Date of letters 
patent. 



Counties in which situated. 

Bradford^ 

1813 May 5 Montgomety,Lehigfa, Nortfaamp. 

Columbia, ^oKhumberiuid. 

Lancaster. 

Mifflin. 

Chester. 
York. 



June 


10 


1813 Jan. 


16, 


do 


21 


1813 Jan. 


21 


do 


28 


Feb. 


25 


Iftarch 


4 


do 


22 


do 


22 


do 


29 


Dec. 


23 


1814 Jan. 


14 


do 


21 


Feb. 


25 


MSKh 


9 


do 


9 


do 


9 


do 


9 


do 


9 


do 


14 


do 


18 


do 


22 


do 


28 


do 


28 


do 


28 


do 


28 


1815 March 1 


do 


8 


do 


8 


do 


11 


do 


11 


do 


13 


do 


13 


1816 Jan. 


29 


Feb. 


13 


do 


20 


do 


26 


March 13 


do 


13 


do 


18 


do 


18 


do 


18 


do 


18 


ISirjan. 


9 


Feb. 


3 


do 


5 


do 


26 


do 


36 


March 23 


do 


24 


do 


24 


do 


24 


do 


24 


do 


24 


do 


25 


1818 Jan. 


12 


Feb. 


7 


March 3 


- do 


10 


do 


23 


do 


23 


.do 


34 


1819 Jan. 


21 


Feb. 


25 


do 


35 


March 16 


do 


16 


do 


23 



Cayuga and Susquelianna, Law of New York 
Springhouse, Northampton-town and 

Bethlehem, 
Big^ Eddy and Clifford, 

Danville, 1815, June 34 

Marietta, Richland and Mountjoy, 1813, March 23 

Lewistown and Rishicoquillas, 1814, dp 1 

Manheim and Richland, * 

Hibemia, 1813, Sept 10 

Manchester, Aug. 16 

Millerstown and Franklin co. line, * 

Baltimore and Strasburg, * 

Egypt* 

Columbia and Manetta, * 

MoYgantown, Churchtown and Blue 

Ball, 1814, June 10 

Harrisburg, Carlisle & Chambersb'g. 1816, Feb. 8 

Chambersburg and Bedford, 1815, April 25 

Bedford and Somerset; * 

Somerset and Greensburg, 

Greensburg and Pittsburg, 

Yellow Breeches (old law repealed) 

Harrisburg and Berlin, 

Pauling's ford and Conestoga, 

Eliz'town, Conewago, & Swatara, 

Marietta and Portsmouth, 

Pickering creek, 

M'Call's ferry. Permanent Bridge, & 
Great Valley, 

Smithfield, 

Bedford and Stoystown, 

Stoystown and Greensburg, 

York and Gettysburg, 

Lebanon and Cornwall furnace. 

Mill creek. 

Flat Rock bridge, 

Waynesb'g. Greencas. & Mercetb'g. 

Loudontown, 

Lycoming and Potter, 

Lycoming and Tioga, 

New Alexandria and Conemaugh, 

Pittsburg and New Alexandria, 

Washington and Williamsport, 

Robbstown and Mount Pleasant, 

Somerset and Mount Pleasant; 

Somerset and Bedford 

Kennet and Downingstown, 

Danville and Pennsborough, 

Bethany and Canaan, 

Stockport and Mount Pleasant lum- 
ber and stone coal, 

Belmont and Oghquaga, 

Lackawana, 

Windjg^, Nazareth & Hellerstown^ • 

Berwick and Williamsport, • 

Pittsburg, Butler, and Mercer, f 

Mercer and Meadville, 1817, Dec. 

Beaver and Greersburg, • 

Washington and Pittsburg, 1817, April 2 

New Milford and Montrose. 1818, July 1 

Armstrong, Indiana, and Cambria, t 

Pittsburg and Steubenville, 1818, Oct 30 

Gettysburg and Hagarstowo, • 

Mercersburg and Hancock, • 

Tunkhannock aftd Wysox, • 

Brownsville, Connelsville 8c Somerset • 

Strasburgand Fann«l8burg. 1819, April 

Pittsburg and Butler, 1819, July 

Butler and Mercer, 1 82 1 , Feb. 

Philadelphia and Great Bend, 1820, Dec 

Washington and West ^ddletown, * 

Newville and Roxborough, * 



Berks, Lancaster. 
Cumberland, Franklin. 
Franklin, Bedfofd. 



1814» June 28 Wcftmorehod, Allegfaenyr 



1818, Jan. 24 


Chester 


1816, Dec. 16 

1815, Jwie 14 

\o. 19 

1818, April 38 


Northampton. * 
Bedford, Somerset 
Somerset and Westmordaid. 
York, Adams. 


1816, March 15 


SchuylkilL 


1818, March 13 

• 


Franklin. 


• 

1816, Dec. 16 
1819, Jan. 13 

1817, April 18 

1818, Nov. 26 
1817, Feb. 13 
1818^ Feb. 3 


Westmoreland. 
Allegheny, Westmoreknd. 
Washington. 
Westmoreland. 

Somerset, Bradford. 



1820, June 26 Wayne, Susquehanna. 



15 Mercer, Crawford. 



23 

27 

1 

21 



Washington, Allegheny. 
Susquehanna. 

Allegheny,. Washington. 



Franklin. 

Allegheny, Butler.] 

Butler ai)d Mercer. [qil«M»- 
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Table No. I, — Continued. 



Dftte of Acts. 



Titles of Turnpike Road Cotnpaniefl. 



1819 March 27 Pittsburg and Uniontqwn, 

do 27 Northampton and Wilkesbarre, 

do 27 Mt Pleasant, co. of Westmoreland, 

do 27 Indiana and Ebensburg, 

do 27 Armstrong and Indiana, 

do 29 Meansville and Wilkesbarre, 

do 29 Pittsburg and Reaver, 

do 29 Northumberland & Youngman'stown 

do 29 Youngman*stown and Aaronsburg, 

do 29 Aaronsburg and Bellefonte, 

do 29 Bellefonte and Pbillipsburg, 

do 29 Phillipsburg and Susquehanna, 

1820 Feb. 17 Warfordsburg and Juniata, 

do 24 Luzerne and Wayne county, 

March 27 WUsonville, 

1821 March 7 Centre and KishicoquiUas, 

do 31 Lewistown and Huntingdon, 

do 31 Millerstown and Lewistown, 

do 31 Harrisburg aad Millerstown, 



Date of letters 
patent. 



Counties in vrhich situated. 



182Q, Dec. 13 
1821, Sept 20 



1819, July 13 
Sept. 4 



Indiana, Cambria. 
Armstrong, Indiana. 



Centre. 
Clearfield. 



1820, Nov. 2 Luzerne and Wayne. 



1821, Nov. 9 

1821, May 28 

do. 14 

Sept. 25 



Centre, Mifflin. 
Mifflin, Huntingdon. 
Perry, Mifflin. 
Dauphin, Perry. 



* No letters patent issued. 

f Subsequently incorporated by sections. 

i Ditto in part 



Table No. 2. 
BRIDGES. 

list of the Bridges, authorised by the Legislature of Pennsylvania, to be erected by compsEnies in the order ht 
which the several acts of incorporation were passed. 



Date of Acts. 



Rivers and Streams, over which the bridges are au- 
thorized. 



Date of letters 
patent. 



Counties in which 
situated. 



1793 April 11 Susquehanna, 4 miles below Wright's ferry, 

1795 March 13 Delaware at Easton, 

1797 do 28 Lehigh, near town Northampton, (1806, March 28) 

1798 do 16 Schuylkill, at Market street, Philadelphia, 
April 4 Delaware, at or near Trenton, 

1804 March 12 Delaware, near town of Milford, (1814, March 28) 

1806 do 10 Schuylkill, at Gray's ferry, belowPhiladelphia, 

1807 April 9 Susquehanna, at Wilkesbarre, (1811, March 20) 

do 9 Susquehanna, at the Falls of Nescopeck, 

1809 March 22 SchuylkiU at Flat Rock, 

do 25 Susquehanna, N. £. branch, near town Northumb'd. 

do 28 Susquehanna, at Columbia, 

April 3 Schuylkill, near Pawling's Ford, 

do 3 Susquehanna, at Harrisburg, (1812, Jan. 17,) 

1910 March 19 Delaware, at Romig's Ferty, 

do 19 Monongahela, at Pitttsburpf, (1816, Feb. 17,) 

do 20 Monongahela, at Brownsville, 

do 20 Big Beaver Creek, opposite the town of Brighton, 

do 20 Allegheny, at Pittsburg, (1816, Feb. 17,) 

1811 March 28 ' Schuylkill, at the Upper Ferry near Philadelphia, 

do 30 Susquehanna, at M*Call's Ferry, 

April 3 Schuylkill, at the Falls above Philad. (1817, Jan. 9) 

1812 Feb. 3 Susquehanna, at the Great Bend, 
March 31 Tioga, at Tioga Point, or Athens, 

Dec. 22 Delaware, at New Hope, incorporated by law» 

1814 Jan. 21 Big Beaver creek, at Wolfs Lane, 

Feb. 7 Susquehanna, at Marietta, 

March 26 Susquehanna, W. B. at Lewisburg, (1816, Mar. 15) 

do 28 Juniata, near Millerstown, 
1815.Mftroh 11 Susquehanna at Sunbuiy 

do 11. Schuylkill at Pottstown 

do 11 Schuylkill at Norristown 
1816 Feb. 28 Schuylkill, at Lewis' Kerry 

Much 13 Juniata, at Huntingdon 
do 15 Susquehanna, near Catawissa 

do 18 Delaware at Stockport 
do 19 Susquehanna at Danville 



1795 Sept. 


2 


NorthamptoR» 


1812 March 


2 


Lehigh. 


1798 April 


27 


Philadelphia. 


1803 Aug. 

• 


16 


BU<^LS. 


• 
1816 March 19 


Luzerne.^ 


1812 Feb. 


28 


Luzerne, Columbia 


1809 June 


3 


Philadelphia. 


1811 Oct 


19 


Northumberland. 


1811 Nov. 


19 


Lancaster, York. 


1809 Oct 


19 


Montgomery. 
Dauphin, Cumblaad, 


1812 July 


6 


1816 April 


26 


AUeghemr. 


1810 July 


3 


Fayette. 


1814 July 


28 


Beaver. 


1816 April 


26 


Allegheny., 


1811 June 


10 


Phihidolphift. 


1811 Sept 


13 


Lancaster, York. 


1817 Jan. 


9 


Philadelphia. 


1813 Dei. 


16 


Susquehanna. 


1820 Feb. 


6 


Bradford. 


1812 Dec 


32 


Bucks. 


1814 June 


13 


Beaver. 


May 


17 


Lancaster. 


1816 do 

• 


1 


Ubioq, Cohiinhuu 


• 
1819 March 5 


MoBtgom^ltClieSr 


• 
1816 July 


16/ 


Hantlngdon. 
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Table, No. 2,— Continued: 


Datjc of Acts. 


divert and Streams over which Bridges are autho- 


Date of letters 


Counties in whick 




rised. 


patent. 


situated. 


March 19 


Delaware at Columbia Glass Mauufactory 


1816 March 19 


Wayne. 


do 19 


Schuylkill, at Hamburg 


• 




1817 March 3 


Susquehanna at Meansville 


• 




do 22 


Youghiogheny, at West Newton. 


• 




do 22 


Swatara at Portsmouth 


• 


^ 


do 24 


French Creek at Franklin 


ISirjune 18 


Armstrong. 


do 24 


Big Beaver Creek at Morrow's Ferry 


• 




do 25 


Lehigh at the Water Gap 


ISirOec. 23 


NoitiiafflptOB. 


1818 March 14 


Susquehanna at Dunnsburg 


• 




do 23 


Susquehanna, at Clark's Ferry 


• 




^820 March 6 


Delaware, opposite Philadelphia 


• 


[kad.. 


4o- 98 


Conemaugh, where the northern route crosses 


182113cpt 3 


IndiaDty Westmore^ 



• No letters patent issued. 



Table, No, 3. 
JTAVIGATIOJr COMPAiriES 

t^ Off the Lock and Canal Navigation Companies, Authorised by the Legiskture of PenQtylraBity in the order in 

which the sereral acts were passed. 



Date of Acts. 



Companies. 



1791 Sept 29 
^792 April 10 
1793 do. 10 
do. 10 
1798 yeb. 27 
1801 Feb. 19 
1803 Feb. 7 . 
1806 March 17 
1811 April 2 

1814 March 26 

1815 March 8 

1817 Feb. 5 
March24 

1818 do. 20 I^igh to be rendered navigable 
White & Co. 

Schuylkill, west branch Navigation, 
OctorSra Navigation, 
Conestoga to oe rendered navigable by 
Jas. Hopkins, 1821, April 2, 
1813 March 29 Conewago canal, put side of river. 



Schuylkill and Susquehanna Navigation, 
Delaware and Schuylkill Navigation, 
Conewago canal, west side of river, 
Brandywine Canal and Lock Narigation, 
Lehigh Navigation, (1814, March 22,) 

Chesapeake and Delaware canal, 

Conecocheague Navigation, 

Conestoga lock and dam Navigation, 

Union Canal, 

Neshaminy lock Navigation, 

Schuylkill Navi^tion, 

Lackawana Navigation, 

Monongahela Navigation, 



by 



Date of letters 
patent. 



(Counties passed througlL 



' Dauphin, Lebanon, Berks. 
Perks, Montgomery, Philadelphia. 
York. 



1819 do. 29 
do 29 

1820 March 38 



1798 Dec. 29 

t 


Northampton, Luzerne. 


• 

t 


Dauphin, Lebanon, Berks. 


1815 Sept 3 


SchuyL Berks, Mont Ches. PhO^; 


1819 July 8 


Fayette, Greene, Allegheny, J 
Washington, Westmorland. 5 


t 

• 

• 


Northampton, Luzemo. 


t 


Lancaster. 



Dauffliin, Lancastor, 



* No letters patent issued. 

t These companies and individuals commenced operations without letters patent under tli^i? acts of incorpors 
tion. 

(17» For Table JVo. 4, 9€€pase 298. 



REVOLUTIONARY ANECDOTE. 

A braoe /(sflbur.— Among numberless feats of valour 
performed by individuals of the American revolutionary 
i[rmy, none has pleased mo more than the following re- 
lated by an eye witness: 

« During the battle at Germantown, while bullets 
flew as tluck as hail stores, one Barkelew, (of Mon- 
mouth) waslevelling his musket at the enemy, when 
his lock was carried away by a ball. Undismayed, he 
eaught up the gtin of a comnde just killed by bis sidci 



and taking aim, a buUot entered the muzzle, and twift** 
ed the barrel round like a corkscrew ! Still undaunted, 
our hero immedistely kneeled down, unscrewed the 
lodk from the twisted barrel, screwed it on the barrel 
from which tho lock had been tcmi, and blazed av^ at 
the enemy." 

Can ancient Sparta or modem Britain, biOMt t more 
brilliant displajr of cool, deliberate, unsbaken eoungt) 
This hero is stdl limg. 

[Nila^spnnc^. U ocU of the fUp'n. p. 37L 
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Since the preceding Report wis preicnt- 
ed to tlie Le^slature, some of the comf*. I 
nies hare probably ceased to exist, in«^ 
others have been incorporated for the pur- 
pose of internal improvements. In a sub- 
sequent number we will endeavour to con- 
tinue the list of incorporations to the pre- 
sent date, and iBAke such corrections and 
additions as the informatioA w/t shall obtain 
may enable us t6 do; 

TRADE OF THE SUSQUEHANNA 
RIVER. 

Middletown wad the sole mart for the 
BTDall quantity of of grain that was brought 
down the Susquehanna in keel boats and 
canoes previous to and after the revolution- 
ary war? for Middletown was the loweit 
point of navigation for these vessels, the 
Conewag^ fklls preventing their further 
descent The grain was ground into flour 
at Fry's mill, or stored up and sold to the 
millers of Lancaster county. 
In 1794 or '95 the first vessel in the shape 
of an ark, but very small in its dimensioMy- 
arrived at Harrisburg from Huntingdon,on 
the Juniata, and the Conewago &1m vere 
run by it with safety. About the time of 
the invention of the ark, the Conewago 
canal, at York Haven, was coromeoccd, 
and on its completion in 1797, or 1798, 
keel boats were enabled to paiis throug;hlt, 
and down the river to Columbia. The riv- 
er trade at Middletown was by this almost 
at once destroyed, and Columbia having 
become the lowest point of navigation, in- 
creased with astonishing rapidity. The 
period was shoi-t, afler arks passed the 
Conewago falls, until these vessels attempt- 
ed the dangerous rapids below Columbia, 
and reiched tide water. This, we think, 
must have been about the year 1798. 

It was not until the trade of the Susque- 
hanna had thus reached tide water, that it 
became an object of solicitude to the mer- 
chants of Baltimore, and as its iraportanec 
became every year more evident, they en- 
gaged in the construction of the Maijhffld- 
canal, which was designed to overcome as 
much of the rapids between Cohimbiaand 
tide as were; in the state of Maryland. And 
although -frequent appropriations were 
made by Pennsylvania, to improve the na- 
vigation of the Susquehanna & its l?ranch- 
es, above Columbia, no appropriation was 
made for the improvement of the river be- 
low that point, until the year 1823, Then 
a commission, cohsistin^ of M'Mecns, Hyde 
and Wilson, appointed by the Legislature 
to co-operate with the Maryhind comrob* 
sioners, in improving the navigation fitw 
Columbia to tide, and a liberal appropna- 
tion made for this purpose. Prerioua to 
this, the navigation between Colombia and 
tide was extremely hazardous, and heavy 
losses were yearly sustained; and now the 
risque of mnning' an ark between theie 
points is considered next to nominal. 

The York Haven canal was originally « 
Philadelphia concern, but in 1819 it was 
disposed of to a Baltimore company, by 
which it is now held. 

Ihe Baltimoreans had become alive to 
the importance of the river trade, and paid 
an enormous sum for the canal *n^ F* 
mUl that yet stands at York Hawn. They 
erected besides >iilirgc atone mill, {o\ai^ 
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.'jljWTi thuee years since,) storehouses, &c. They pur- 
c nased a great proportion of the wheat brought down 
Jhe Susquehanna in keel boats, and these boats were 
supplied from their storehouses with salt, fish and pkis- 
ter for the consumption of the Susquehanna and Juniata 
country.— ^ar. Ckran. 

CATTLE SHOW. 
'^J^oitee of the me held on the 16M Octoba-^ 1828, in Waah^ 
ingloti county^ C^^J 
(Fpom a friend, to whose enterprize and g^reat judg- 
ment that county is deeply indebted, we have received 
the Washia^oQ ' 'Republican," con tuning anaccouatof 
a brilliant display of the industry and flourishing pros- 
pects of his agricultural fellow citizens, on the day above 
mentipned. ^ Of the show in general, not having room 
for the details, we may quote Sie very judicious review 
of the Committee appointed to make a general survey of 
the exhibition; and, for the present, the interesting re- 
port on the live weight of a numbor of cattle, tested by 
the scales. 

The balance of the account by the reviewing com- 
mittee, with, perhaps, some striking items from the par- 
ticular reports, will be given in our next. 

It g-ives us particular pleasure to see how emphatical- 
ly the general committee testify, that * 'experience de- 
monstrates more clearly, every year, the superiority of 
those crossed with the pure blooded horse of England, 
for every purpose except the road team, and even there 
(when size can be obtained,) their superiority is acknow- 
ledged."] 

REPORT 
To the P^siderU U Directors of the Wiuhingion Society 
for the promotion of ^gncuUure & Domestic Manufae- 
iures. 
The committee, appointed to prepare a brief notice 
of the various objects of interest and utility which were 
exhibited at the late annual show, beg leave to report, 

That not having been previously charged with the du- 
ty now imposed upon them, their examinations were not 
so partic^ar and minute as to enable them now to pre- 
sent details which would be highly satisfactory. I^ny 
objects no doubt escaped their observation ; nor can 
they on any, pretend to be so full in their descriptions as 
in other circumstances would be de^rable. One thing 
they think was obvious, not only to themselves, but to 
the great concourse of male and female spectators who 
were assembled, viz: the increased and increasing im- 
portance of such societies, which, sanctioned by law, 
and supported by public opinion and encouragement, 
are calculated to draw forth the abundant resources of 
wealth and prosperity with which nature has stored our 
happy country, and which the ingenuity and industry of 
our citizens are fully capable of improving to the utmost 
advantage. 

The truth of this remark will be sustained (we think) 
by the experience of those who have been in the habit 
of attending our annual exhibitions. The last show, al- 
though in some respects perhaps, not surpassing those 
previous, yet in the agg^gate it is conceived, indicated 
A progressive movement. 

Your committee were much gratified in noticing a 
nuipber of horses, combining the desirable qualities of 
fi^tj strength^9Tid actioriy nor can we let this opportu- 
nity pass wiUiout 'calling the attention of our farmers to 
the importance of improving the breed of this highly 
useful animal ' Experience demonstrates more cleariy 
every year, the superiority of those crossed wi^ the 
pure blooded horse of England, for every purpose ex- 
cept the road team; and even there, (when sije can be 
obtained) their superiority is acknowledged. 

The Brood Mares were not so numerous as on former 
occasions: and although many of those present were ve- 
jy fine, yet we must say that \ht exhibiuon did n«t come 
up to our expectation. — Of the 

Two year old'— yearling and spring Colls, a consider- 
able number promise to make very valuable animals, and 



show most conclusively (what has been already remark- 
ed) the advantage to be derived from a cross of out 
large mares, with the full blooded horse. 

The whole number of horses, mares, and Colts on the 
ground, was between 90 and 100. 

Mr. Walter Craig exhibited a fine Jenny and a very 
promising young Jack, which attracted much attention* 
none having been exhibited at any of our former exhi- 
bitions. As they were not entered for premium, they 
did not come immediately under the cognizance o4 the 
appropriate committee. 

If we were in some measure disappointed in the ex- 
hibition of horses, we were amply compensated by an 
examination of the pens and enclosures well filled with 
about 100 head of 

Horned Cattle, many of which would do honor to any 
exhibition in our country. It was admitted by every 
spectator, that in no department of Agricultural pvirsuit 
has so rapid and visible an improvement been attained. 
The beauty of form and extraordinary weight of 
young cattle excited universal admiration. It is peihaps 
worthy of remark (in order to 8ho\^- what may be done, 
even by the introduction of one fine animal) that every 
Bun on the ground, except two, were descendants of 
Mr. Reed*s *Nonsuch,' of the improved shorthorn breed. 
A considerable number of working oxen and fat cattle 
was exhibited, highly creditable to the county,and show- 
ing that they had not been neglected by their owners. 

The Merino Sheep, were not so numerous as we ex- 
pected, but all of a superior quality { and whilst we com- 
{>lain that so few were shown, we must express the be- 
ief that the specimens of wool from them were equal 
to any Saxony we have ever s^en. We are confident the 
number will be made up next year; for we know no coun- 
ty in the st^te can excel ours in this highly important 
branch of husbandry. 

The Bogs, were also deficient in number, but like the 
sheep, showed a great improvement in quality. The 
Bedfbrd breed, lately introduced into this country, are 
rapidly spreading, and as rapidly hnproving our stock, 
I'beir docility, early maturity, and great propensi^ to 
fatten, render them an important acquisition to the judu 
pious farmer. — 

Weight or Catthi. 
The following is a statement of the weight of the catr 
tie, weighed at U)e Cattle Show on the 16th inst all eXf 
cept Mr. Burgan's bull, the oxen, and Mr. Reed's three 
first cows on the list, are of the improved Short Homed 
stock. Weight. 

A. Reed. Red Cow, 1434 

Do do 1400 

Do Spotted do. 1264 

Do "Nonsuch" Bull 2100 

Do Dun Heifer, 3 yr. and 6 mons.old ..... 1264 

Do Red . do 2 yr. and 2 mons. old.. . . .1008 

Do do do 1 yr. and 8 mons. old. 840 

Do do do 1 yr. and 6 mons. old 840 

Do Bull lyr. and 4 mons. old.... 850 

Do Calf 6 mons. and 7 days oldr r . .560 

.Do do 7 mons. old >..; S5^ 

Do do 5 mons. and 2 days old, t • t^8 

Do do 6 mons. 22 days old, 474 

R. Lattimer, Bull, 1 yr. and 8 mons. old, . . .1064 

J. Stockton, Yoke oxen 5 yr. old .2968 

Daniel Leet» do do 6yr. old, 2772 

Moses Bell, do do 5 yr. old 3072 

Do do Bull, 1 yr. old, » . . .1008 

Joseph Aiken, do 1 yr.3 mons. old . , 1262 ' 

Robert Moore, do 2 yr. 6 mons. old 1460 

A. Wi^r, do 2yearsold.., 1344 

Do do do calf 8 iQons. old 558 

Do do Yoke Oxen, Syr. old, 2688 

Do do do Steers, 3 yr. old 2408 

Thomas Porter, Bull, 3 yr. oldf 1708 

J. & J. Strain, Bull Cjdf, 2 yr. old, 1148 

James Burgan, Bull, 3 yr. 3 mons. old 1708 

AtntT* Former* 
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THE HARMONITES. 

[Rapp'snew establishment is at Economy, Pa. a few 
irnlef below Pittsburg, on the Obip. He and his people 
,J9f9 Pennans.] 

From the Duke ofSaxe Wdmar^a Travels, 

At the Inn, a fine lar^ frame house, we were received 
hj Mr. R«ppt the principal, at the head of ^e commu- 
nity. He is a grey-headed and venerable old Dian{ roost 
of the members emigrated twenty-one years ago from 
Wirtemburg, along with him. 

The elder Rapp is a large man of seventy years old» 
whose powers, age seems not' to have diminished; hia 
haiF is grey, but his blue eyes, oversliadowed b^ strong 
brows, are full of life and fire. Rapp's system is nearty 
the same as Owen's community of g^ods, and all mem- 
)l>ers of the society work together for the common in- 
terest, by which the welfare of each individual is secur- 
(cd. Rapp does not hold his society together by these 
ho]ies alone, but also by the tie of religion, which is en- 
tirely wanting in Owen's community; and results declare 
that Rapp's system is the better. No f^eat results can 
be expected fron^ Owen's plan, and a sight of it is very 
little in its favour. What is most striking and wonderful 
of all if, that so plain a man as Rapp c^ so successfully 
bring imd keep together a society of nearly seven hun- 
^xt^ Dertons,' who, in a manner, honor him as a prophet. 
EqQsJly so for example is his power of government, 
which can suspend Uie intercourse of the sexes. He 
found that the society was becoming too numerous, 
wherefore the ntembers agreed to live with their wives 
as sixers. All nearer intercourse is forbidden as well as 
iriarriage, both are discourased. However, some mar- 
riages constantly occur, ana children are bom eveiy 
year, for whom there is provided a school and a teacher. 
The members of the community manifest the very high- 
(sst degree of veneration for the elder Rapp, whom they 
^dress and treat as afadier. Mr. Frederick Rapp is a 
large good looking personage? of forty years of age.— 
He possesses profound mercantile knowledge, and is the 
temporal, as his fiither is the spiritual chief of the com- 
munity. All business passes through his hsnds, he re- 
present^ the society, which, notwithstanding the change 
in the name of residence, is called the Harmony society, 
in all their dealings with tlie world. They found that 
the farming and cattle raising, to which the society e:^- 
clusively attended in both their former places of resi- 
dence, were not sufficiently productive for their indus- 
tiy, they therefore have established factories. 

After dinner, we visited the village, which is very re- 
jguki-ly arranged, with broad rectangular streets, two 
parallel to the Ohio, and four crossing them. Many fa- 
milies still live in log houses, but some streets consist al- 
most entirely of neat, well built frame houses, at proper 
distance from each other; each house has a garden at- 
tached to it The four story cotton and woolen fsicto- 
ries are of brick: Mr. Rapp's dwelling house not yet 
completed, and a newly begun warehouse, are also to be 
of brick. In the cotton and woollen factories, all the 
machinery is set in motion, by a high pressure engine of 
seventy horse power, made in Pittsburg. ' The machine 
pumps the water from a well fifty feet deep, sunk for 
the purpose. The community possess some fine sheep, 
among which are many Merino and Saxon; they pur- 
chase wool, however, fVom the surrounding farmers, 
who have already begun to raise it to bring to Economv. 
As soon as the wool is washed, it is picked by the old 
women of the community, who work in the fourth story, 
whence it is reconveyed by a sort of tunnel into the 
lower story. The wool is then separated according to 
its qualities into four classes, dyed together in the dye- 
house near the manufactory, returned to the miU, where 
it is combed, coarsely spun, and finally wi ought into fii>e 
yams by a machine similar to the spinning jenny. As soon 
as spun, it is placed in the loom and wrought into cloth; 
this is placed in a steam fulling-mill so arranged that the 
steam from the engine is made to answer the purpose of 
soap and fuller's earth, which is a great saying. 



The ware-houae was shown to us, where the^ articlef 
made here for sale or use are preserved, and I admired 
the excellence of all. The articles for the use of the 
society are kept by themselves, as the members have no 
private possesnons, and every thing is in common; so 
must they in relation to all their personal wanta be sup- 
plied from the common stock. The clothing and food 
they make use of, is of the best quality. Of the latter, 
fiour, salt meat, and all long keeping articles are served 
out monthly; fresh meat on the contrary, and whatever 
spoils readily, is distributed whenever it ia killed, ae- 
cording to the size of the fiunily, &c. As every house 
has a garden, each family raises its own vegetabtes, and 
some poultiy, and each family has its own bake ovcn.f— 
For such thmgs as are not raised in Economy^ there a a 
store provided, from which the members, with the 
knowledge of the directors, may purchase whi^ is ne- 
cessary^ and the people of the yictnity may also do the 
same. 

We saw a small deer park in which the elder^ Bapp 
had amused himself in taming some bucks and does, 
which wotild eat out of his hand. We saw also here a 
noble young moose deer, which was as large as a ttout 
ox. 

Mr. Rapp finaD;^ conducted us into the &ctorT i^pun, 
and said that the girls had especially requested this vist^ 
that I might hear them rinr. When their work is done 
they collect in one of the factory rooms, to the nui^ttf 
of sixty or seventy, to sing spiritual and other songs.— 
Hiey have a peculiar hymn book, containing hymns 
from the Wirtembuig psalm book, and others written by 
the elder Rapp. A chair was placed for the old patri- 
arch, who sat amidst the girls, and they commenced a 
hymn in a very delightful manner. It was naturally aym- 
phonious and exceedingly well arranged. The giris 
[ sang four pieces, at first sacred, but iSlerwards by Mr. 
Rapp's desire, of a gay character. With real emotion 
did I witness this interesting scene. The factories and 
work shops are warmed ddnng winter by means of pipes 
connected with the steam engine. All the workmen, 
and especially the females, have very healthy complex- 
ions, and moved me deeply by the warm-hearted friend- 
liness with which they nduted the elder Rapp. I was 
also much gratified to see vessels containing fresh sweet 
smelling flowers standing on all tlie machines. 1 he neat- 
ness which universally reigns here, is in every respect 
worthy of praise. 

PROCEEDINGS OF COUNCILS. 

Thursday evenings November 12ih^ 1828* 

^ At a stated meeting held this evening, a commumea' 
tion was received from the City Treasurer, enclosing a 
statement of his accounts from the 1st of July to the 1st 
of October. Referred to committee of Accounts. 

Mr. Johnson presented a petition from citizens own- 
ing property near the Schuylkill River, praying that 
Willow street (the street nearest the river) may be re- 
gulated and put in a paasable condition fh>m Spruce 
street to Cedar street. Referred to Paving committee. 

Mr. Johnson presented the following memorial, sign- 
ed by one thousand and eighty mechanics. 
To die select and commou council of the city of Phila- 
delphia. 

The petition of the subscribers. Mechanics of the dty 
of Philadelphia, humbly sheweth : that in consequence 
of the rapid advance of scientific power into most of the 
departments of mechanical labour— inducing derange- 
ment throughout the whole chrcle of their various occu- 
pations, and at the same time nothing in prospect but 
an annually increasing derangement: 

Your petitioners have been (as they think^ forced 
into various associations for the purpose of at least en- 
deavouring to prepare for the change which eveiy re- 
flecting mind must perceive in rapid progress. 

They see themseh^es without any common centre of 
union— without any ptacc of general meeting— althoi^ 
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the power we have to contend with requbes the most 
deliberate and united effort: yet they are obli^d for the 
most part to meet in taverns in small numbers, and ex- 
posed to temptations which elsewhere would' not be 
felt. 

Thus cbcumstanced, your petitioners ask. that you 
would favour them with the use of the second floor of 
the SUte House, for the purpose of holding their meet- 

The memorial was referred to the committee on the 
State House and Independence square. 

The committee to whom had been referred the com- 
'BDonicationof the constables, praying* for remuncrationr 
of expenses incurred in holding^ the ward elections, made 
a report, concluding with * a resolution requesting the 
mayor to draw his warrant on the city treasurer for the 
amount claimed. The resolution was adopted. The 
amount claimed is ninety dollars, or six dollars for each 
oonstable. 

A letter was received from E. Prescott, offering to fur- 
nudx the city with curb stone. A member said that it 
was usual to make proposals of this kind to the city 
commissioners; but, on motion, the letter was referred 
to the Pliving committee. 

Messrs. Miller, Hale, Thompson, Grraff, Page, and 
OMenbug:, were appointed members of tlie committee 
on the sinking fund. 

The committee on unfinished business, report. 
That they have examined the minutes of the late 
oo«uicil, and find tl\e following items of business undis- 
posed of, viz. 

No. 1. A joint committee was appointed May 17, 
1827, to inquire into the propriety of providing for pay- 
ing-outof the city treasury, expenses incurred by citi- 
zens, in consequence of alterations in established regu- 
lations, (the same being item No. 6 of unfinished busi- 
ness, reported to the late council,) which was referred 
to a joint committee of two members of each council, 
November 8, 1827. 

No. 2. A petition for the removal of • the Market 
Ifouse in Broad street, was presented June 12, 1827, 
read, and laid on the table. And July 12, 1827, a reso- 
lution directing the remoral was offered, read, and laid 
on the table. (The same being item No. 10 of unfinished 
business reported to the late council,) and November 8, 
1827, was postponed for the present. 

No. 3. A communication was received from the 
mayor, relative to the assize and sale of loaf bread, 
which was referred Nov. 8, 1827, to a joint committee 
of two members of each council. 

No. 4. A communication was received f5x>m the city 
commissioners, stating a difficulty they had in finding 
the owners of vacant lots, in order to collect the price of 
paving and ciu*bing the footways; which was read Dec. 
27, 1827, and laid on the table. 

No. 5. A resolution was passed Janaury 10, 1827, re- 
questing* the paving committee to inquire and report 
whether the interests of the city are likely to be affect- 
ed by the regtilation of ascents and descents about to be 
established in that part of the District of Spring Garden 
lying between Schuylkill Fourth and Broad streets, and 
between Vine street and Francis* lane. 

No. 6. A resolution directing that so much of the 
city commissioners' letter as relates to lighting tlie city, 
letting Spruce and Race street wharves on the Schuyl- 
lull, and purchasing cranes therefor, be referred to a 
jomt committee of two members of each council, was 
adopted February 14, 1828, and referred to a joint 
committee of two members of each council. 

No. 7. A joint committee of three members of each 
council, was appointed Feb. 28, 1828, to inquire into the 
eitpediency of altering* the names of the streets running 
fioro north to southland lying west of Broad street. 

No. 8. A resolution requesting the committee on the 
]>rawbridge Lot, to procure from the Recording: Sur- 
veyor, an accurate plan of the dimensions of the said lot, 
and to advertise for proposals to purchaie the same, or 



parts thereof, and that such proposals be reported to 
councils, was adopted liarch 27^ 1828. 

No. 10. A joint committee of two members of each 
council, was appointed May 19, 1828, to take measures 
for having* the sloop sunk in the Delaware in August 
last raised and removed from the channel of the ri\er. 

No. 11. A communication from the city commission^ 
ers informing that an application had bcenimade by Mr. 

Saunders to lease the Public Lot, south-cast coiDer 

of Vine and Schuylkill Front street, and requesting in-* 
structions on the subject was referred May 22d 1828, to 
a Joint committee of two members of each council. 

No. 12. A resolution ** authorising and directing the 
city commissioners to advertise for proposals for leasing 
Sassafras street wharf for three years for steam boat or 
commercial purposes, and report to councils" was adopt- 
ed June 3d, 1828. 

No. 13. A joint committee of three members of each 
council wa% appointed June 12, 1828, to confer with the 
commissioners of Spring Garden or any committee of 
that body appointed, or which may be appointed for the 
{)urp08e, on the subject of the payment of their propor- 
tion of the cost of the sewer on Vine street. 

No. 14. A draft of an ordinance in relation to the 
width of wheels of carriages, 8cc. the title whereof is as 
follows, **An ordinance in relation to wagons^ carts, 
drays, and carriages of burthen," was read and Udd on 
the table, July 10, 1828. 

No. 15. A resolution instructing the Paving commitn 
tee to inquire into the expediency of having those parts 
of Chesnut and Fiflh and Sixth streets adjoming to the 
oourt room, laid with flag stones, or prepared in such a 
way as will prevent the noise which now renders the 
said rooms inconvenient for the transaction of the busi- 
ness of the courts, was adopted Aug. 5th, 1828. 

No. 16. A joint committee of three members of each 
council was appointed Aug. 14, 1828, to ascertain whe- 
ther, and on what terms. Windmill island opposite the 
city of Philadelphia, or ktterly known by the name of 
Smith's Island, can be purchased from its present hold- 
ers, and to report upon the expediency thereof, as well 
as on all other matters In connection therewith, as may 
appear necessary. 

No. 17. A joint committee of two niembers of each 
council was appointed Aug. 14, 1828, to ascertain the 
expediency of having posts and ring^ placed along tho 
ude of the ciu'b stone on stands for drays, at such dis- 
tance as the owners of the drays can attach their horses 
to them, and thereby prevent the great danger and in., 
convenience attending the present manner of standing. 
No. 18. The committee appointed to consider and re- 
port what disposition should be made of the *• old Re- 
servoir*' at Chesnut street and Schuylkill, made report. 
That in their opinion it was not a suitable time to make 
any disposition thereof, and recommended the subject 
to ^e consideration of the next councit Reported Sep- 
tember 25, 1828. 

No. 19. A resolution appropriating the sum of ■ 

dollars to the use of the children of William Plunkett, 
who lost his life by falling from the Steeple of the State 
House, and requesting the chairman of the committee on 
the steeple to deposit the said sum in the Saving Fund, 
the interest whereof to be drawn by the widow for the 
use of the said children, and said sum to be charged to 
2q>propriation No. 21, was read and laid on the table 
Sept. 25, 1828. 

No. 20. A resolution referring the application of Mr. 
Trezivalny, made through Mr. Cohen, relative to the 
Boudinot legacy, to the committee on said legacy, with 
power to act as they may think advisable, was adopted 
September 25, 182b. 

No. 21. The committee on the State House and Inde- 
pendence square, to whom was referred the petition of 
the Washington Grays, made repoK that the said peti- 
tion be recommended to the consideration of the next 
councils, Oct. 9,1828. 
No. 22t The comoutte on Fire companies, to whom 
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iKfts referred the petition of the Fire Association of Phi- 
ladelphia, made report, submitinfr th% draft of an ordi- 
nance on tlie subject, entitled ** an Ofidinance for the 
protectionof the apparatus of Fire Companies," which 
^as called up for second reading, when on motion the 
farther consideration thereof was postponed, October 
9, 1828. 

WM. MASON WALMSLEY, 
CHARLES GRAFF. 
Philade^hta, Nov. 13, 1838. 

No* 12 was referred to a joint committee of two mem< 
bers of each council, — No. 15, to the Paving- com. 
mittee, — No. 21, to the committee on the State House 
T)^e consideration of tlie other items waa deferred. 

Fhiiad. Gaz, 



[From the PitUhurg Gazette, 1826.] 
Died, on the 14th ult at his seat on Montour's Island, 
Major ISAAC CRAIG, formerly a field ofllcer of the 
Pennsylvania Kne, in the Revolutionary Army. 

The career of this distinguished citizen might be ci- 
ted as an example, were oUiers wanting, of the advan- 
tage afforded by our free institutions in fostering talent, 
alike regardless o€ the profession, nation, or pursuit of 
the individual who possesses it The subject of our 
notice was bom near Hillsborough, in the county of 
Down, in the kingdom of Ireland, in August, 1743. He 
emigrated to Philadelphia in 1768, where he pursued 
the occupation of a carpenter until 1775. It was then 
that, stimulated by the oppressive conduct of Britain to- 
wards his adopted country, he enrolled himself under 
the banners or stnigfgling ireedom, and devoted courage 
and genius to the service of America. From the Coun- 
cil of Safety of Pennsylvania, he received the appoint- 
ment of a Lieutenant of Marines, and aided in the cap- 
ture of several vessels laden with ammunition and mili- 
tary stores^ thereby rendering an important service to 
the interest of the country, for whose armies such stores 
were then in great demand. 

In the winter of 1785-6, he held the commission of 
Captain of Marines, on board the Andrew Doria, then 
commanded by the gallant and adventurous Captain Ni- 
cholas Riddle. This vessel formed part of a small squad- 
ron, which, under the command of Commodore Hop- 
kins, in March 1776,- took possession of the Island of 
New Providence, where the American force seized and 
brought away a large quantity of military stores, artil- 
lery, &c. Here ended his connexion with the navy. — 
Anotheif scene was now presented to him, and one bet- 
ter ad^ip^ted to his peculiar talent. In December, 1776, 
Mr. Craig was appointed a captain in the regiment of 
artillery, under the command of Col. Thomas Proctor. 
This was the most gloomy period of the war jbut it was his 
good fortune to be an actor in that scene which gave a 
new coloring to our revolutionary prospects. We al- 
lude to the capture of the Hessian troops at Trenton. 
Captain Craig bore a distinguished part in the battle of 
Princeton; and on the fields of Germantown and Bran- 
dywine performed his duty with unabated vigor and 
courage. 

The Indians and Tories having assembled in the Ge- 
nesee country, in very considerable force, under the 
command of the Butlers! and the Brandts, it was 
thought expedient, in 1779, to detach a force a- 
gaiQst thera, under the command of General Sullivan. 
The services of Captain Craig were thought necessary to 
the success of the expedition. They were promptly 
afforded, and usefully displayed in the battles of Newton 
and Chemung. 

The celebrated George Rog^ers Clark, a name so inti- 
mately connected with tiie early history of western ad- 
venture and valor, having planned an expedition against 
Detroit, Captain Craig, in 1780, descended the Ohio 
river, and joined him, having under his command two 
companies of artillery. The expedition fiuled of execu- 
tion, on account of some disappointment not now recol- 
looted^ and Captain Craig returned with his command to 



Fort Pitt. In March, 1782, his active services were re- 
warded with the commission of Major in Proctor's arfl- 
lery regiment, which was conferred upon him by Con- 

fr.ess, and which gave him rank from the 7th of October, 
781. 
With the Revolutionary War closed the military cSp 
reer of Msgor Craig. Jle married in 1785, and became 
permanently resident at Pittsburg. An attempt was 
made in 1793 and 1794, to draw liiin again into public 
life by an offer of the station of Quarter Master General 
to Wayne's army. This offer he declined, choosing to 
enjoy that freedom he had aided in acquiring, in retirii^ 
and domestic felicity. As he was one of the earliest 
settlers, so he was one of the most useful and intelligent 
of our citizens. Carrying that industry and talent with 
him into private life, which had rendered his career so 
distinguished in public, he was amongst those who gave 
an impetus to the prosperity of the western country, 
which increased with his increasing years. He was one 
of the few remaining patriarchs of our land; one whose 
venerable form and sQvcred locks marked liim as the 
pioneer of civilization and improvement to the rising ge- 
neration^ Strangle as it may appear to those who know 
nothing of our gpgantic growth, on the day of Major 
Craig's funeral, an engineer and his attendants were em- 
ployed in finishing the location of an extensive canal at 
the very point which, on the da> of his assuming the 
command at Pittsburg, resounded with the war-whoop 
of a savage enemy. It is to such men as he that we 
owe all we have of liberty. It is to such men that we 
are indebted for the wide spread of civilization and man- 
ners, of virtue and religion. 

He has sunk to his grave in a ripe old age, leaving to 
his family that best of all inheritances, an honorable 
name; not to be traced on monumental marble, orde^ 
pending on a parchment record, but insci*ibed by tho 
pen of valor, on the fields of American gloiy» and a^ 
immortal as the freedom of his country. 

LAW CASES. 

[Reported for the United States Gazette.] 
Common Pkaa Trials. 

MiBOARXT JoiTEs vs. Jko. PARHAM.«->Feigned issue 
to try the will of Mrs. Elizabetli Duche. T\\t defen- 
dant having informed the commonwealtii of an escheat, 
was surprised to find a will in the case, and entered a 
caveat to test its validity accordingly. He alleged that 
the testatrix was solely under the mfluence of plaintiff; 
was imbecile, insane, and out of her right mind, and 
unable in law to make a will. The plaintiff proved the 
entire sanity of tiie testatrix; her excellent state and ex« 
traordinary strength of mind^ the kind deportment of 
plaintiflf towards her; that J. Parham had.used boister- 
ous langtiage in Mrs. Duche's chamber, in her dying 
moments, &c. 

Verdict for plaintiff, establisliing the will. KiUera & 
J. Randall for plaintiff; T. S. Smith for defendant. 

St. Paul's CHomcH VH Maroahet Rssss. — This was 
another will case, but of a totally different cast. Mrs. 
Matthews, the testatrix, procured her will to be drswn 
a few weeks before her death, in which she bequeathed 
the bulk of her property to St. Paul's church. After a 
formal execution of the instrument, she deposited it in 
a trunk under her bed-rhead, for safe keeping, and fi^ 
quently conversed upon the subject of her affairs being 
settled, up to her death. The keys of the trunk were 
in t})e housekeeper's possession. The will cut Out all 
her relations. The defendant was one of her nieces. — 
Shortly before her death, she sent for plaintiff, intima- 
ting that she had something important to say to her, and 
she came accordingly. The demeanor of the deceased 
was kind towards her. She remained a few days after 
her death. ShorUy after Mrs. M. died, the defendant 
was in her bed chamber, and had the beys of the trunk. 
How long she tarried there was uncertain — a host of con- 
tradicting witnesses testified on that point. A decent 
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period after the death of Mrs. M. having elapsed, the 
tounk was searched for the will, but it could not be found 
any where, Suspicion lighted on different persons,but 
the defendant was most particularly pointed out by the 
plaintiiPs counsel on the trial. Issues were formed be- 
tween the parties, to submit the cause to^a jury, to in- 
vestigate the point whether the rough draft of the wiD, 
fortunately kept by the scrivener, was the last will of 
Mrs. M.; and if so, whether it was in existence, notde- 
•troyed, at the time of her death. 

The defendant's counsel alleged, that the testatrix 
had a mania for making wills— that she changed her 
mind repeSitedly, and that this particular instnmient nev- 
er was destroyed; the fair inference being, that the.old 
lady destroyed it herself, in order that the law might be 

her will. . . .^ . . * 

After a protracted investigation, the jury went out, 
%nd after being in deKberation 18 hours, were diacharg- 
td, not being likely to agree. , ^^ ^ , 
Kittcra for plaintiff; Ingraham for defendant 

Griwith, &c. v8 H. S. TAWintB.— The plaintiffs were 
briciclayers, and claimed a bill against defendant for re- 
pahing one half of the wall between his property m 
Chesnut street, above Tenth, and the Academy of Fine 
Arts- He had already paid one half, and allcdged that 
the Academy, upon the prinfciple of party walls, should 
pay the Other, their being reciprocity of benefit. Judge 
Hopkinson and Mr. Thackara were examined to prove 
that the defendant had made an application to the acade- 
my, as an incorporated institution, to pay one half the 
expense. Judge Hopkinson declined to assume the 
half, on behalf of the Academy, but made a verbal a- 
greement, in part, with defendant, which was to have no 
bearing upoq the workmen. 

Verdict for the plaintiffs the whole amount.— W. L* 
Hirst for plaintiff; Haly for defendant. 

VAirtoTf V9 Bnow:f & AL.--This action was brcjoght 
to recover about $40 of defendants, owners of a small 
veisei, for merchandize, furnished the vessel at the re- 
quest of the captain without the knowledge or Consent 
of the owners. The vessel was owned by several, in 
shares; the defendants proved a custom existing in the 
port of Philadelphia, that where vessels were so owned, 
the capUin alone was responsible for supplies furnished. 
Judge King charged the jury that the owner of a ship 
was always responsible for necessary repairs and sup- 
plies furnished by order of the capUin, at this or any 
other portf the captain being considered the authorized 
agent of the owners to that extent. With regard to the 
special custom given in evidence, if the jury believed 
that the plaintift knew it, and gave credit to the captain 
alone, never intending to look to the owners, tlien he 
cotdd not recover, inasmuch as he waved the general 
principle of law in his favour, and consented (o iccept 
the speciid custom in its stead, 

American Grapes. — About two years ago, a gentleman 
of the name of Deining^r, discovered on an island in the 
Susquehanna river, near the mouth of the Conestogo, 
some bunches of what he considered as very fine grapes. 
Some of these bunches he brought to this cifV, and 
after examination, they were pronounced, by all the 
gentlemen who bad a knowledge of thii kind of fruit,' to 
be grapes of a very superior quality to any heretofore 
discovered in our country. This season Mr. Deininger 
brought several bunehcs of these grapes to this city, 
some of which weighed 2 pounds. They are of a pur- 
ple colour, grow very close together, the stone or kernel 
u very small, the skm thin, and the juice of a most deli- 
cioua taste, and are pronounced by judges to be equal 
if not superior, to any of the foreign kind introduced 
into our country, and being indigenous, have nothing to 
fear from our climate. 

Mr. Deininger, who has now removed to York coun- 
ty, has left a few roots of this grape, (now two years old) 
with Mr. Henry Keffer, of this city, where they can be 



obtained by the lovers ^f this kind of fruit, price 50" 
cents each. — Lancaster paper. 

PENNSYLVANIA CANAL. 

At the late canal letting in this place, there were forty 
five miles of canal sold, divided into sections of half a 
mile. The line of the canal from this town to Hunting, 
don keeps along the river bank, in most places so dis- 
tant, however, as not to require a wall— The line i« on 
the north side of the Juniata, to near Drake's ferry, 
where it crosses the river by an aqueduct, on which side 
it keeps for near three miles where it re-crosses the 
river. 

The amount of the canal sol^ will probably amount to 
three quarters of a million of dollars. Pour hundred 
and nine packages were offered at the sale containing 
2014 propositions. 

This was probabljr the greatest distance of canal ever 
sold at any one time in the United States. The average 
sales were something higher, it is believed, than at the 
fbnner public lettings on this 'i^^.^^LewUtown Craz, 



PENNSYLVANIA ELECTOBAL ELECTIONS. 
OFFICIAL. 



CITT. 


Jackson. 


Adams. 


Totals, 


Upper Delaware - 


433 


244 


^77 


Lower Delaware - 


384 


386 


770' 


High street - 


263 


333 


596 


Chesnut 


278 


231 


509 


Walnut 


183 


215 


398 


Dock 


267 


227 


494 


Pine - - - * 


244, 


255 


479 


New Market 


369 


193 


562 


Cedar - - - - 


215 


104 


319 


Locust 


368 


255 


623 


South ward - - - 


155 


171 


326 


Middle 


253 


121 


374 


North ward - 


252 


296 


54a 


South Mulberry - 


311 


188 


499 


North Mulberry - 


406 


136 


542 




4381 


3335 


7716 



COUHTT. 


Jackson 


Adams. 


Toua. 


Northern liberties. 








1st ward 


267 


134 




2d do. - - - 


227 


183 




3d do. - - - 


339 


165 




4th do. 


239 


117 


' J 1 


5th do. 


470 


221 


, / 


6th do. 


387 


94 




7th do. 


289 


86 






2218 


1000 


3218^ 


Northern LiSertie8» unoncof. 


120 


\ 52 


173 


Penn Township 


914 


258 


1172 


Kensington E. 
Do. W. - - 


508 
332 


104^ 


^1001 


Southwark E. 
Do. W. 


803 
874 


216 > 
1315 


2024^ 


Moyamensing 


390 


^5 


425- 


Passyunk 


136 


40 


176' 


Blockley 


175 


119 


294 


Kinsessing - - - 


78 


57 


135 


Germantown - - - 


320 


206 


526 


Roxborough - 


211 


128 


339 


Bristol - - - - 


129 


61 


190 


Oxford - - - - 


165 


169 


334 


Lower Dublin 


173 


123 


295 


Byberry - - ... 


50 


89 


139 


Moreland -- - - 


41 


21 


62 




7636 


2865 


10501 
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KLECTION KETUttNS— OFFICIAL. 

The following" are the officiHl returns of votci gfiven fw 

President an' I Vice President of the United States* at 

tlie election in Pennsylvania, on Friday, Sist Oct.l828> 

No, of votes polUd, My'oritiei. 



COUNTIES. 



> 



► 

o 



City & Co. of Philadelphia j 
Chester 
Lancaster 

Delaware 4 

Mont^oniery 
Berks 
Bucks 
York 

Cumberland 
Dauphin 
Lebanon 
Huntingdon 
Northumberland 
Lehigh 
Adams % 
Northampton 
Allegheny 
Westmoreland 
Bedford 
Lycoming 
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ELECTORS CHOSEN. 



John B. Gibson, 
William Findlay. 
Edward King, 
John Lisle, 
Jacob Holgatc, 
Samuel Humes, 
John W. Cunningham, 
George G. Leiper, 
Henry Sheets, 
Adam Ritscher, 
David Hottcnstein^ 
Peter Frailcy, 
Francis Baird, 
Henry Winter, 



Wm. Thompson, 
I Leonard Rupert, 
. Jacob Gearhart. 
I George Barnitz, 
I Jacob Heyser, 
I John Harper, 
John Scott, 
William Piper, 
Valentine Giescy^ 
James Gordon, 
John M. Snowden, 
Robert Scott, 
Henry Allshouse, 
James Duncan^ 



MISCELLANEOUS. 

HAmaisBuiio, (Pemi«) Nor. 8. 
Singuiatf and otdrageous roiftcry*— The prothoootaiy'i 
office at this place^ on Thursday night, was broken open 
and two of the dockets taken out From the mumer ia 
which the robbery was committed, it wmild apptartbit 
the purloiner must have been acqutintcd with the libi. 
ation of the books and papers of me office. 

Stmi^rmual Bank DividendSf iVbo. 1828. 

Bank of the Northern laberties, 5 
Mechanics' Bank, 
Southwark Bank, 
Schuylkill Bank, 
Farmers' & Mechanic' Bank* 
Bank of Penn Township, 
Kensington Rank, 
Commercial Bank, 
Philadelphia Bank, 
Bank of Germantown 
Gcrmantown and Perkiomen 
Turnpike road 
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Unitarian Church — We understand that a pvblie ale 
and letting of pews, was t^eld in tne new Church, cor-' 
ner of Tenth and Locust streett, last evening. No?. 13. 
Brddings by way of premium for the choice of pewi ran 
so high as $100 per pew, and the tot^l of sums offered 
for these preferences amounted to $1:500. About fifty 
pews were sold, at sums amounting together to $11,050^ 
and a rent of eight per cent on the purchase nooey.* 
Besides this, a considerable number of pews were rented 
at from $30 to 7.50 per annum. — Dcm.Preu. 

LojroitviTT. 
Died, on the ISth ult at the house of Mr. JohnMont- 
hon, in the neighbourhood of Mont Alto Furnace, in this 
county, Mrs. Maht Stoops, at the advanced age of 117 
years. The deceased resided in the house in which she 
died, for the last 65 years. For some time'past she wu ra 
the daily habit of reading the Bible, and had 'done so the 
dny previous to her death, witftout ever using apedach. 
Chambersburg Ji^cmiory. 

EXTRAORDIXART MaBEIAOE. 

Married, in Buoks county. Pa. Mr. Jacob Luus?^ 
aged 81, to Miss Raghxi CniLDs^aged 25. She it anieee 
to her husband, an auni to her mother, aad a lulb'tD 
her gfrand mother. 

The Lehigli chain bridge, att Allentown, after the di- 
mage which it sustained from the late fire, being ^ep•i^ 
ed so as to render it passable, has again b^cn brokea 
down. The Mauch Chunk Company in the excantion 
of their canal, were blasting rocks in the vicinity of the 
bridge, when a large fragment which had been thrown 
into the air, fell on one of the chains and broke it The 
btidge being without s support on the one side, of 
course gave way. Active preparations, we are inform- 
ed, have already been made once more to rebaiM K 
and we have no doubt it will soon be in a good condi- 
tion for crossing. Eastm Cen. 

A Buck weighing 193 pounds, was shot, a few days 
agfo, near Fannetlsburg, Pa. by Mr. James M*ConiieH. 
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REPORT ON EDUCATION. 

Mepfrt on the iubfed of Education^ readin the Senate of 
rennayhantOy Mare/i 1, 1822. Mr. Wcbts, Chair 
nan. 

Pucsuant to sundry resolutions, on the subject of 
Education, adopted by the Senate, the Committee on 
Education report — 

That from various documents collected by the Secret- 
ary of the Commonwealth, and by the Chairman of the 
Committee on Education, in the Senate, durihg the last 
session of the Legislature, they have ffleaned a number 
of facts, which they respectfully submit, together with 
such other matter, called for by the resolutions, as the 
sources of information, open to tlie committee, have ena- 
bled them to collect 

1. UNIVERSITIES. 

The committee find but one seminary of learning of 
tb'is grade, in actual operation, within the Common- 
wealth. That is ** The University, of Pennsylvania" 
•* located^* in the city of Philadelphia. This institution 
had its origin in an academy, founded in that city in the 
year 1749, by a few distinguished and public spirited 
individuals, among whom is found the name of Benja- 
min Franklin. To this laudable object, that great man 
and his coadjutors appear to have been stimulated by a 
conviction, that unless effectual measures were taken to 
increase the means, which then existed, of educating the 
youth of Pennsylvania, they were in danger, to use their 
own language on the occasion, ** not only of wanting a 
succession of fit persons for the public stations of life, 
but even of degenerating into the greatest ignorance." 

In 1750, an English, Latin, and Mathematical school 
was opened in the academy. The institution, thus cre- 
ated by individual enterprise ana liberality, continued 
to flourish, and in 1753, the trustees were incorporated 
by the ** Proprietaries of Pennsylvania," In order to 
extend its sphere of usefulness, a new charter was 
granted in 1755, by the provisions of which a college 
was graded upon the former academy; and after the ad- 
dition of this new department, the institution was deno- 
minated " The CoUegc, Academy, and Charitable School 
of Philadelphia, in the Province of Pennsylvania.'* In 
1779, probably under the influence of feelings excited by 
the revolutionary struggle, the Oeneral Assembly pass- 
ed an act annulling the charters above mentioned, mo- 
delling^ the seminary upon its present form, under the 
name of" The University of the State of Pennsylvania," 
and vesting in the trustees of this new corporation, all 
the franchises and estates of " The trustees of the Col- 
lege, Academy, and Charitable School of Philadelphia, 
m the Province of Pennsylvania." But in 1789, the Le- 
gislature, conceiving the act of 1779 to be "repugnant 
to justice, a violation of the constitution of the Common- 
wealth, and dangerous in its precedent to all incorpo- 
rated bodies," repealed bv much thereof " as effected in 
any way the ancient corporation of The trustees of 
the College, Acaden^y, and Charitable School of Phila- 
delphia, in the Province of Pennsylvania,' and the rights 
and property of that corporation were ag^in restored. 
By the act of 1791, however, the two institutions, by 
J^^ement and request of their respective trustees, were 
once more united on the terms mentioned in the acty 
Vol. IL 3* 



under the name of "The University of Pennsylvania,' 
and have so continued to the present time. 

By the act of 1779, the Supreme Executive Council, 
were directed to reserve and appropriate to the use of 
the University, so many of the confiscated estates, as 
might be necessary to yield to it a yearly income, not ex- 
ceeding £1500, co.nputing wheat at ten shillings per 
bushel; such reservations- and appropriations to befroni 
time to time laid befere the General Assembly for their 
approbation and confirmation. In pursuance of this di- 
rection, the Supreme Executive Council set over to the 
Trustees, certain estates, rated by the Council at the 
gross sum of £25,000? and the samo having been laid 
before the General Assembly, an act was passed in 1785 
"to confirm them to the Trustees of the University." 
Several of these estates, however, were subsequently 
claimed by individuals, whose rights were not anected 
by the confirming act of 1785, and the trustees wer6 
evicted by due course of law. Hence the intended 
grant of £1500 per annum, has actually amounted to 
not more than about £1200 per annum, with the incon- 
venience and expense conseq^uent upon a disputed title. 
This, together with $3000, given to ai^ in the purchase 
of ground for a botanical garden, is "the amount of ap- 
propriations made by the Commonwealth" to **Thc tJni- 
versity of Pennsylvania." 

Bjr reference to the " annual statement of the fands of 
the institution," laid before the Legislature, during the 
last session, pursuant to the provisions of the act of 
1791, it will be seen, that th^ " jpross amount of reve- 
nue for the year 1820," derived from real, and personal 
estate, was $11,046 58 cts. The library and apparatue 
belonging to the institution are valued at $12,000. Th« 
" annual statement" made to the present Legislature, 
represents the income of 1821, at $10,842 11 cts. The? 
funds of the institution appear to have been principally 
collected by private subscription, both in Europe and 
America. 

In this seminary, there are at this time, J Professors 
in the department of Arts, a Provost, Vice Provost, and 
a Professor of Languages; six Professors of Medical Scm 
ence, two teachers of the Grammar School^ and a teadi- 
er of the Charitable School. "7%c branches of learning 
taught'* in the Department of Arts, are the following.— 
By the professor of Languages, the Lutin and Greek 
languages; in the acquisition cf which, the student i» 
carried through a course of the most approved classic' 
authors. By the Professor of Natural Philosophy, (the 
present vice provost) algebra, Euclid's elements, practi- 
cal geometiy, trigonometry, mensuration, spherics, use 
of the maps, dialling, conic sections, fluxions, chemis- 
try, natural philosophy and astronomy. By the Provost, 
or Professor of Moral Philosophy; historv/ rhetoric, lo- 
gic, metaphysics, moral philosophy and natural theo- 
logy. To this course, is added, by the Provost, lecture* 
upon the science of the human mind, delivered once » 
week, during the whole term; and by the Vice Provost, 
a series of lectures upon natural philosophy. In the 
Grammar School, the pupil passes through a course of 
studies preparatory to the higher brartches of science.* 

**ne numbT of students^'* who have usually been re- 
ceiving their education at this seminary, taking all it» 

• See Be^cr, pp. 118. 197. 
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departments into considenttlon, has been considerable, 
at all times. The Grammar Sdiool formcrix contained 
between one and two hundred, but is now reduced to 
^0 or 60, The Medical College has varied from 300 to 
500; the number is grater at the presetit time than it 
has been for some years past.* The department of Arts 
appears to hare received less of public encouragfement 
than any other branch of the institution. It is supposed 
tliat the *♦ avera^* number of students in this depart- 
ment, until withm a few years, has been between 30 and 
40, and the number of p*aduates between 10 and 12. 
It is hig^hly gratifying to learn, however, that a favour- 
able change has recently taken place in the prospects of 
this department. The cloud that hung over it is rapid- 
ly passing away, and it now promises to answer all the 
objects of its creation, and to fulfil the expectations of 
the friends of science and literature. The number of 
graduates last year, was 35. The whole number of stu- 
dents, now, in the several college classes, is about 75; 
And a considerable accession is expected. 

The merits and extensive utility of the Medical de- 
partment, are so well known, that it would be super- 
fluous for the committee to offer any remarks thereon. 
It has long been the pride of our state and country. It 
has flourished without a rival. The committee cannot 

• doubt, but that the kindred institutions, which are ris- 
ing in other states, so far from depressing, will have a 

^ tendency to confirm and establish, on a sure basis, the 
reputation of the Medical School in the University of 
Pennsylvania, by calling into active and vigorous opera- 
Tion, that generous and liberal emulation, which is botli 
the parent and nurse of genuine science. 

It has been already remarked, there is no other semi- 
nary of learning, of the same grade, in adual operation, 
in the state. In the year 1819, the legislature passed 
an act, which had for its object the establishment of an 
University, near the town of Allegheny, in the county 
of Allegheny, to be called the •* Western University of 
Pennsylvania." By the third section of the act, ** forty 
acres of the vacant lands belonging to the common- 
wealth, bounded by or adjoining £e out-lots of the town 
of Allegheny, were granted to the trustees of the con- 
templated institution. But it appears, that there was, 
at the time of the grant, a pre-existing claim, (under an 
act of the General Assembly, passed in 1787,) on the 
part of the owners of lots in the town of Allegheny, to 

-a rig^t of common in the land thus g^nted to the tnis- 
tees, in consequence of which, they have not been able 
to avail themselves of the grant, and the object, contem- 
phited bv the act, to wit, the establishment of an Uni- 
versity, has not been carried into efiect. 

2. COLLEGES. 

Dicfdmon College, (so called "in memory of the great 
and important services rendered to his country, by 
John Dickinson, then President of the Supreme Execu- 
tive Council, and in commemoration of his very liberal 
^ donation to the institution,") is * locateif at the borough 
of Carlisle, in the county of Cumberland. It was esta- 
blished and incorporated,/ by the Legislature, in the 
. year 1783. No g^-ant was made to the mstitution by the 
mcorporating act; but from the preamble thereto, it 
appears •* that a large sum of money, sufficient to begpn 
and carry on the design for some considerable time, had 
already been subscribed by the generous liberality of 
divers persons, \*ho were desirous to promote so useful 
an institution; and no doubt" was entertained by the le- 
gislature, "but that further donations would be volun- 
tarily made, so as to carry.it into perfect execution." 

The early efForts of tho friends of this institution, 
which like the University of Pennsylvania, is the off- 
spring of private liberality, appear to have been crowned 
with success. In 178^, an act was passed, "lor itspre- 
sent relief and future endowment," to which the leg^sla- 
t\ire of that flay appear to have been moved, not only 

• See Register, vol H. p. 112, 



by a " sense of the high importance of trwning up t 
succession of youth in useful and liberal knowledge, to 
qualify them for filling the places of their elders and 
predecessors, who, in the usual course of nature, must 
gradually be called from the active duties of this rrfc," 
but also, by the consideration, that " under the ctpc Aod 
good management of the trustees, the institution wis 
rapidly g^wing, and promised to be of great advantagCy 
by largely diffusing the liberal arts." 

By thistict the sum of JE500 and 10,000 acres of knir 
were granted to tiie trustees of tlie college. It w 
pHn, from an examination of the act, tliat this grant 
was not commensurate with the wishes of the LegisW* 
ture. ** That economy which it was then so neceasanr 
to preserve in the application of the public property/' 
is assigned, in th^ preamble to the act, as the reasoo for 
making so ** moderate a donation." in 1791, the Mtoi 
of £1500 was granted for ♦*its immediate belief;" aad 
the preamble to the act, making this grsjit, bears testi- 
mony to the fact, that the institution "had been eni- 
nently useful in that diffusion of knowledge, which the 
constitution of this commonwealth, and the genersl ib- 
terest of the citizens, require the Legislature to pi«- 
mote." 

In 1795, a further grant of |5000 was made, under a 
stipulation that there should be admitted into the collefe^ 
any number of students, not exceeding ten, who may be 
offered, in order to be taught reading, writing, and 
arithmetic ^ra/w; no one of them to continue longer tba^ 
two years. The building erected for the accommodS' 
tion of the students, having been destroyed by fire, and 
" the funds of the commonwealth not Justifying an abao* 
lute g^nt of money,-'* in 1803 an act was passed, autho- 
rising the treasurer of Cumberland county, to pay to the 
trustees of the college, $6000 in advance, out of the ar- 
rearages of state taxes, due from that county? the kwn 
not to bear interest for two years after the passa^pe of the 
act, and to be secured by mortgage, payable m wven 
years, on the 10,000 acres of land, g^ranted to the eo^ 
lege till 1786. By an act passed in 1806, this loan was 
increased, out of the same fond, to $1(^000, and the 
prior mortgage directed to be cancelled, on the trustees 
executing a new one upon half the above mentioned 
lands, to secure the re-payment of the whole sum Icat^ 
free of interest, five years after the passage of this hst 
recited act The amount, however, received by the 
trustees, under these two last mentioned acts, was oi^ 
$8,400 instead of $10,000, inconsequence of a deficiency 
in the fund from which the money was to be drawn. 

By an act, passed in the year 1819, the governor wtS 
authorised to cancel the mortgage g^ven to secnrellie 
above loan; and the tmstees of the college were forerer 
discharged from the payment of any debt due from the 
corporation to the commonwealth. 

By an act, passed during the last session of the 
legislature, the governor was required to ^ draw hii 
warrant on the state treasurer, in favour df the tms- 
tees of this institution, for the stim of $6000 to^socm as 
the tmstees should, by deed, duly executed aadiv- 
corded, convey to the copimon wealth, all the hud* 
theretofore granted, by the state, to^e college, which 
they had not previously transferred; and also, aisiign \0 
the commonwealth all securities for the purchase nM>- 
ney of such of the said lands as they had tSitrctoibte wAL 

By the second section of the act, the trustees were 
authorised to draw the further sum of $2000 annnal^r- 
for five years. With the terms of commutation offerai 
by this act, the trustees have complied, and received 
the $6000. 

The above, the committee believe to be a correct 
statement, of "the amount of the appropriations made 
by the Commonwealth, to Dickinson College. Tht 
committee cannot withhold Uie remark, that though 
they may appear in th^aggreg^te, to be considerablev 
yet they were not of such a nature, nor made ins^^> 
way, as to be prodtictive of substantial benefit or per- 
manent relief to the inatitution. The lands wcw i 
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m source of revenue; but on the contrary, absorbed an- 
traallyy a considerable sum in the payment of taxes. 
The money donations were trifling' in amount; and were 
not expected, by the several legislatures that made 
them, to do more ^lan afford temporary relief, to the 
embarrassed concams of an institution, which having* 
been erected and cherished by the enlightened views 
a»d muaificent spirit of the friends of science and litera- 
tim, ** promised to be of great advantage by largely dif- 
fusing the liberal arts," and was thereu)re deemed too 
jrtluable to the commonwealth, to be suflTered to sink 
under the pressiu^ of burthens, too heavy to be re- 
moved by the enfeebled hands of founders and patrons. 
Exhibiting, as it it did, in its infancy, the bright pros- 
pect of future extensive usefulness, and promising, from 
Its central situation, to become a school, in which the 
n*ingr generation, might with pecuhar convenience, ac- 
quire those virtuous principles and that liberal know- 
ledge which are the only sohd basis of free government, 
Jthe Legislatures of 1786, 1791, and 1795, (days of trial 
and difficulty) granted a present help^ in the hope^ 
doubtless, that when imperious circumstances no longer 
required the most rigid economy in the disbursement of 
the public money, their successors would liberally and 
permanently endow a seminary which h%d been thus 
carefully banded down to them. 

In the apprehension of the committee, there are many 
considerations^ . that point out this institution, as one, 
which, in accordance with the injunction of our consti- 
tution, it would have been a wise policy in the state, to 
bave taken under its immediate patronage, and to have 
pkced upon such a foundation, as would have insured 
the existence of "one seminary of learning,'* in the cen- 
tre of the commonwealth, "in which the arts and scien- 
ces might have been promoted." It is matter both of 
' surprise and regret, therefore, that when the finances of 
Ike commonwealth no longer forbade this course, the 
legislature should still have persisted in the system of 
tempertary reUef, and finally should have permitted Dick- 
inson College to sink beneath the weight of accumula- 
ted embarrassments. 

After struggling for years with difficulties, the result 
of deficiency m the active funds of the* institution, the 
trustees were compelled to suspend its operations in the 
jrear 1816. In this prostrate condition, it continued un- 
til very recently. The act of the last session of the le- 
gislature, however, has enabled the trustees to revive 
its operations, under auspices that give it a high claim 
to the confidence of the public and the protection of 
thesUte. 

The committee might perhaps, be charged with step- 
ping out of the defined sphere of their duties, were 
they to speak of the scientific and literary attainments 
oCthe gentlemen composing the faculty to whose charge 
the trustees have committed the immediate superinten- 
danoe of the( institution. It would, at any rate, be a 
vork of supererogation. Suffice it to say, that *% Fa^ 
culty consisting of a Principal and three Professors has 
been organized, who associate with high literary quali- 
fications,valuable facilities for instruction. The Rev. J.M. 
Mason, D. D. is the Principal :f Henry Vethake, Esq, 
Professor of Mathematics and Experimental Philosophy; 
the Rev. J. Bums, professor of the learned languages;^ 
and the Rev. Alexander McClelland, professor of Belles 
Lettres and of the philosophy of the human mind." 

The college was'opened, and these gentlemen entered 
upon the duties of their several stations, in January last. 
The present number of students is 28.* The number* 
i^ is understood, would have been much larger, but for 
an idea which had gone abroad,that the institution would 
not be ready for the reception of students this winter. 
There is every reason to expect a large accession in the 
spring. 

*The branches of learning flight," are those which 
•ce usual in a collegiate course, and which the committee 

• See Register, vol. 1, p. 393. 

t Now the Rev. Dr. Wm. NeiU. 

i Now the Rev. JosiSphH. Spencer. 



deem it unnecessary here to enumerate, as it has already 
been dotie in speaking of the department of Acts in the 
University of Pennsylvania. 

In the recent ftcpoac of the trustees, "aU the necessa- 
ry expenditures of a young man for one year" at this 
seminary, with the exception of his books* candles and 
clothing," are estimated at $176 50 cts. 

The college edifice, which- is of stone, and pleasantly 
situated, has cost $20,000. The library, consisting of 
about 2,400 volumes, and the philosophical apparatus, 
are estimated at 8,000. There are two other libraries, 
belonging to literary societies, appended to the institu- 
tion, which consist of upwards of 2000 volumes, well 
selected. 

The committee indulge the hope, that this ancient se- 
minary, established for noble and wise purposes, hy the 
legislature of 1783, nourished by its successors with care 
and affection, proportioned not to their wishes, but to 
the slender means of the commonwealth, and now warm- 
ed into life by the act of the last leg^islature, is destined^ 
shortly, to acquire a rank and character, which will 
render it an ornament and an honor to the state: and, in 
the langfuage of the law, firom which it derives its exist- 
ence, will become conspicuously useful in "instilling in- 
to the minds of the rising generation, the virtuous prin- 
ciples and liberal knowledge by which the most exalted 
nations acquired their pre-eminence." 

Fra-vkliv College, so called "from a profound res^ 
pect for the talents, virtues and services to mankind in 
general, but more especially to this country, of Benja- 
min Franklin, then president of the Supreme Executive 
Council,* was, by an act of the general assembly, passed 
in the year 1787, "erected and established in the bo- 
rough of Lancaster, in the county of Lancaster, for the 
instruction of youth in the German, English, Latin, 
Greek and other learned lang^ag^s, in theology, and iiy 
the useful arts, sciences and literature." 

From the title and preamble to the incorporating act, 
it would seem, that this institution, was designed, parti- 
cularly, for the improvement of our German population. 
In the title, it is called "the German College and Cha- 
rity School, in the borough and county of Lancaster.'* 

By the incorporating act, 10,000 acres of land, lying 
within the boundaries of what are now the counties of 
Lycoming, Tiog^ Bradford and Venango, were granted 
to the tnistees of the college. By an aet, passed in 
1788, "Hhe public store house and two lots of ground in 
the borough of Lancaster," were vested in the trustees, 
and these appear to be the only "appropriations made 
by the commonwealth" to the institution. The lands 
have not, as yet, been productive of any revenue to. the 
college; on the contrary, they have been a source of 
expense. 

Soon after the passage of the act, incorporating the 
institution, a sum of money was raised for its use, by 
private subscription. This was applied toward its im- 
mediate organization. It remained in operation about 
two years, when the trustees found themselves unable 
to proceed. Since that time, occasionally a Greek and / 
Latin, and sometimes only an English grammar school, 
has been kept in the buildings belonging to the board 
of trustees. Fr9m the information before the committee, 
it does not appear probable, that the institution will be 
revived, and placed upon the footing contemplated hy 
the act creating it. Indeed there are inherent defects 
in the charter, which must ever present serious obstacles 
to any efforts that may be made for the accomplishment 
of that object. 

JsxrsBsoN CoLLKOB, "located** at Canonsburg, in the 
county of Washington, was incorporated and establish- 
ed, by an act of the legislature, passed in the year 1802. 
An academy had existed in the place for a number of 
years, and upon the foundation, which had thus been 
created, the college was estabtished. 

In the year 1 806, the legislature granted ^,000 to the 
institution, providing at the same time, that there should 
be admitted into the college, any number of ppor chil- 
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<}ren, not exceeding four, who may, at any time, be of- 
fered in order to be taag^t gratis; none of them however 
to continae longer than two years, if others should apply 
for admittanee. By an act passed during the last session 
of the lej^islature^ a further grant of $5,000 was made, to 
be paid m fire annual instalments, commencing on the 
fot of January, 1820. 

The abore appears to be "the amount of appropria- 
tions made by the commonwealth" to this institution. — 
It is chieBy indebted to private benefactions, and the 
exertions of its friends for its prosperity, since its orga- 
nization. The funds arisin^^ from tuition have been the 
principal means of supporting the professors. 

Four thousand five hundred dollars have been be- 
queathed to the institution, by individuals, to aid in edu- 
cating poor, but pious young men, for the gospel minis- 
tnr — and numbers have already experienced the benefits 
of this pious bequest. 

The college owns a philosophical and a chemical ap- 
' paratus, which, though not extensive, are each adequate 
to a practical illustration of those branches of science. 
The library contains about 1000 volumes; in addition to 
which, the literary Societies attached to the institution, 
have each a respectable private library. 

This seminary is under the immediate supcrintendance 
of thePrincipaJ; a professor of Mathematics and Natu- 
ral Philosophy; a professor of LAnguages, and an assist- 
ant teacher. A professorship of* Divinity has recently 
been added, but the students in that department are ve- 
ry limited in number. 

'*The branches of learning taught" correspond in 
substance with those which have already been enumera- 
ted under the head of Department of Arts in the Uni- 
rersityof Pennsylvania. 

From the representations to the committee, it appears 
that the whok "expense" incident to ' *the education 
and support of a student," at this institution, will not 
exccea $125 per annum. The degree of Master of Arts 
has been conrerred on twenty graduates, alumni of this 
college; and about one hundred and eleven clergymen 
have received their education, cither in whole or m part 
at this seminary.* 

The college edifice is of brick, 76 by 45 feet in di- 
mensions, and when completely finished will accommo- 
date from 150 to 200 students. The present number is 
about 80; and the prospects of the institution warrant 
the expectation of an increase, rather than a diminution 
of that number. 

Washixotoit Collioe, **located" at the borough of 
Washington, in the county of Washington, was incor- 
poriited and established by the Legislature in the year 
1806. The institution was ingrafted, upon the Washing- 
\i>n Academy, which from the representation then made 
to the legislature, "appeared to be in a condition to ex- 
tend its plan of education, by having the learned lan- 
guages, the arts, sciences and literature, taught upon a 
more Enlarged system than generaUy obtains in semina- 
ries in the country, with funds fully adequate to such an 
undertaking." This academy was incorporated by the 
General Assembly, so early as the year 1787, and endow- 
ed with 5,000 acres of the unappropriated lands erf the 
commonwealth. This appropriation, like all others of 
^ similar nature to literary institutions, remained for ma- 
ny years, entirely unproductive. In 1797 the legislature 
granted $3000 to the trustees of the academy ••to enable 
them to complete the buildings for the institution." The 
act making this grant provided for the admisuon into the 
academy of any number of students, not exceeding ten, 
who nuiy be offered, in order to be taught reuiing, wri- 
ting, and arithmetic, graiiai none of them to continue 
longer than two years. 

That this seminary flourished as an academy, is an in- 
ference justified by the preamble to the act, converting 
it into a college. Since its organization at a college, the 

• See Rei^ter, vol. 1, p. 295. 



only ••appropriation made to it by the coanBonwcahh" 
is a grant of $5000 made by the last legislature, payable 
in annual insUlments, commencing on the first of Janu- 
ary, 1820. 

The college buildings are 120 feet in length and 40 ia 
breadth; and when completed will accommodate wkh 
lodging 36 students, and firom 150 to 200 with rooms for 
recitation. The central building is of stone; the wings 
of brick, one of them still in an unfinished state. The 
institution owns a Pneumatic and an Electrical Appara- 
tus, Maps, Globes, an Orrery and a small Library. At- 
tached to the College are two literary societies, institu- 
ted for the purpose of promoting useful emulation among 
the students. Each of these has a private library. 

There are three professors ia this seminary including 
the principal; and for information as to ••the brandies m 
learning taught," the committee respectfully refer to 
what has been said on that point in rehition to JeflTeraoB 
College. What has been said of Jefferson CoUege, in 
relation to the annual ^'expense of educating and sup- 
porting the student," is equal^ applicable to Washing- 
ton College. The number of graduates at this institn- 
tion, since its organization, is one hundred and twenty- 
five. A majority of that number were of the state of 
Pennsylvania, •^he average number of students** in 
the college has been about 60.* The present number 
is 69. It ^ves the committee pleasure to add» that the 
institution is considered by its immediate friends and pa- 
trons as in a flourishing state, and that its sphere of use- 
fulness is likely to be extended. 

AixxGRiirT CoLLxos, **located^' at Meadvflley ic the 
county of Crawford, was founded by a number of pabGc 
spirited gentlemen of that vicinity, in the year 1815, 
and incorporated by the leg^lature in March, 1817. 

Two thousand dollars were granted to the institutkn 
by the incorporating act, and a further grant id^Yc thou- 
sand dollars, payable in five annual instahnents, was made 
during the last session of the legislature. These are 
the only '•appropriations made by the commonwealth," 
to this infant seminary. 

In the short period that has elapsed since its incorpo- 
ration, it could hardly be presumed, that the trustees 
would have made much progress in the organisation of 
the college. But by the activity and praiseworthy dP^ 
forts of a few individuals, and especiallv of the gentle- 
man who fills the station of Principal of the institutioa 
more has been accomplished than, under all the circum- 
stances, the most sanguine expectations would have led 
us to anticipate. The comer stone of a building, to be 
called ♦•Bentley Hall," in commemoration of a rainnfi- 
cent bequest made to the seminary by the late Rev. Wil- 
liam Bentley, D. D. of Salem, Massachusetts, was kid 
in July, A. D. 1820. This edifice is to be buift of brkk, 
three stories in height, one hundred feet in length, and 
thirty-eight feet in width, calculate^d for the accomnio- 
dation of one hundred pupils, with rooms also for the 
reception of a hbrary and philosophical apparatus, fcc 

••The number of students" in the seminary at the 
present moment, the committee are not able to mentioa.* 
From its very recent establishment, however, the nuni- 
ber must be small. The first class, of graduates, upoa 
whom the degree of A. B. was conferred at the anaircr- 
sary commencement, in July last, contained six. **T1tt 
branches of science taught," are substantially the Maie 
with those taught in the seminaries of which the com- 
mittee have previously spoken; and the expense attend- 
ing ••the education and support" of the pupil, tlraarii 
rated at rather less, will not vaiy materially from ne 
sum mentioned in relation to Jefl^erton and Washington 
colleges. 

More than a year ag^ this institution owned a librafy 
valued at six thousand dollars, including, as the commit- 
tee are assured, "nvore rare and extremely valwdile 
works than many other public libraries of much greater 
extent." This collection embraces the priyatc library 
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of the late Rey. William Bentley» D. B. estimated at 
aomethingf more than three thousand dollars, bequeathed 
to the institution by that gentleman. It also includes 
a number of English books, presented to the college by 
Isaiah Thomas, esq. of Worcester, Massachusetts. To 
the liberality of this gentleman the institution is also in- 
debted for a pidr of elegit London made globes. Very 
recently a noble and splendid addition has been made to 
this valuable collection, by the liberal bequest of the late 
Judc;>e Wintbrop of Massachusetts. Tins bequest, cov- 
ering- nearly the whole of the private library of the do- 
nor, is valued at six thousand four hundred and forty dol- 
lars — and this estimate appears to be a low one. In rare 
and choice worlcs, the committee are assured, that the 
library of Judge Wintbrop, was probably not surpassed 
by any one of similar extent in the Union. 

Thus it appears, that through the noble minded liber-' 
ality of a few iadividuals, this young but rising semina- 



ry, now owns a well selected library, exceeding, at a 
low estimate, twelve thousand dollars in value. While 
the friends of science at a distance, have been thus mind- 
ful of an institution, located in Pennsylvania, our own 
citizens liave not been altogether idle and unconcerned 
spectators of their bounty. Allegheny college appears 
to have among them ardent and persevering friends; and 
has received various donations, which, though not very 
considerable in amount, sufficiently demonstrate, that 
its interests have struck a deep root in the public mind. 
Its locatiosy in a comparatively new, but rapidly improv- 
ing plirt of our own state, and its proximity to the states 
of Oliio and New York, and the Province of Upper Ca- 
nada, open to it an extensive field of usefulness. To 
nourish the fruitful vine which has been planted by care* 
ful hands, is the duty of every friend of science, morals 
and free government. 



3- ACADEMIES. 

The following statement exhibits "A list of the Academies incorporated within the state, with the. dates of their 
institution" or incorporation, 'the amount of appropriations made by the commonwealth to each, and the towns» 
and counties in which they are located ." 



Academies in the state of{Date 
Pem^lvania. 



of the Instl 
tution or incor- 
poration. 



Amount of appropriations by the com- 
monwealth. 



Town in 
which loca- 
ted. 



County in 
which 
located. 



1. Public School of Ger- 
mantown. 

2. The Pittsbiirg Acade- 
my,* 

3. Ihe Academy of the 
Protestant Episcopal 
Church in the city of 
Philadelphia. 

4. Washington Academy, 
now Wwington Col 
lege.* 



5. Heading Academy, 

6. Charity School tff the 
German Lutheran con- 
gregation in and near 
W city of Philadelphia, 

7* Charity S^ool or the 
German Reformed con- 
gregation in the city of 
Philadelphia, 

8. Piiblie school of the 
eotaty of Huntingdon. 



1784^ 

irar, 
irsr, 

ir87, 

1788, 



Feb. 19, ir90. 



12,000 A. D. 1821. Germantown 

Five thousand acres of knd, September 10, Fittsburg 

irar. 

15,000 March 16, 1798. 
10,000 acres of land. Philadelphia 

5000 acres of land September 1787— and 

$3,000 A. D. 1797. Washmgton 



5,000 acres of land, 1788. 448 acres 81 perchJ Reading 
es do. in 1817-18, Pennsylvania Uws, page 
362— :^000inl807. 

5000 acres of land in 1789. Ph'Oadelphia 

5000 acres of land in 1789. Philadelphia 

The mcorporating act is entitled, "An act 
for founding and endowing," and the second 
section speaks of lands therein granted; but Huntingdon 
no grant whatever is made,either in the print- 
ed statute or in the origfinal act in the office of 
the secretary of the commonwealth. 



9. Academy and Free 
School of Bucks co. 

10. York county Acade 
my.* 

11. Chambeisburg Aca^ 
demy.* 

12. lieadville Academy.' 



13. Beaver Academy, 



1799, 



1802, 1807, 1808, 

1811, vide pam. 

bws, 1816—17, 

page 157. 

1803, 1813. 



14. Norristown Academy, 

15. BeUefbataAeademy'^ 



1 



1804, 
1805, 



Phihd. 
Allegheny 

PhiUd. 

Washhtgt'n 

Berks 

PhUad« 
Phihd, 

Huntingd'ii 



f4,000, March 16, 1798. 

$2,000. 

$2,000, April 5, 1799. 

$1000 in 181 1, vide also pam. laws of 1805-6, 

vol. 8, page 440, and also Bioren's edition 

61. 



500 acres of hmd in 1800 & 1803, vide 3d 

Smith's hiws, p. 429, 4 do do 322, &pam. 

laws, of 1803, p. 349, and of 1805-6, page 

536* 

$2000 in 1805. 
In 1805 certain property theretofore grant- 

•d to the trustees of CeD^ county^ la 

1806|$2000t 



Newtown 



York 



Bucks. 



To^. 



Ch'mbersb'g Franklin, 



Crawsbrd* 



Meadville 



Beaver 



Norristown. 
Bellefonte. . 



Beaver. 



Montgvn, 
CtBtre, 
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Academies — Continued. 



16. Easton Union Acade- 
ir. Grccrsburg Academy 

18. Canonsburg^ Acade- 
my* now Jefferson col- 
lege, 

19. Wilkesbarre Acade- 

my, 

;20. Palls Township Free 

School. 

"21. Union Academy of 
Doylestown,* 

22. Union Academy pf 

Uniontown.* 

33. Northumberland Aca 

demy. 



94. Harrisi^urg Academy 



?^. Greensbg. Academy* 
36. 3oiiier8et Academy 
28, Gcttysb'g. Academy* 
28. Bedford Academy,* 



29. Qfeene Academy/ 

30. Butler Academy,* 
31^ Chester county Aca- 
demy, 

32. Mercer Academy,* 
?3. WUliamspoH Ae^e- 

my, 
,34. Waterford Academy, 



S5, LoUer Academy. 
36. Venango Academy, • 
3r. Delaware Academy, 
38. Beach Woods Acade- 
my,* 



39. Bustleton Academy, 

40. Athens Academy,* 

41. Orwigsb'g. Academy* 

42. Hughesian fre« school 

43. Franklin School. 

.44. Allentown Academy* 
45. Indiana Academy* 
.46. Stroudsburg Academy 

47. Lewistown Acadefny* 

48. Lebanon Acadediy,* 

49. Huntingdon Acade- 

my,* 

50. Susquehanna Acade 

my,* 

51. West-Chester Acade- 

my, 

52. Erie Academy, 



53. Wdlsborough Acad- 
emy,* 
5^. Danville Academy, 

55. ^ensburg Academy* 

56. Kittanning Academy, 



1806. 

1807, 
1807, 

1808, 



vide pam. laws 
1804, vol. 6, 
24, 

1809. 



1810, 
1810, 
1810, 
1810. 



1810. 
1811, 



$2000 in 1805, 
600 in 1806, 



' 1000 in 1800, 

2000 dollars, 

Bents of certain land, vide pam. laws of 
1806-7, pages 91, 92,93. 

$800, vide pam. laws of 1806-7,' also of 
1805, page 24, 

2000 dollars. 



1811, 
1811, 

1811, 
1811, 



J1812. 
1813, 
1813, 

1813, 



1813; 
1813, 
1813, 

1813, 

1814, 
1814, 
1814, 
1815, 
1816, 

1816, 

1816, 



1817, 



1817, 
1818, 
1819, 
1821, 



of Vide pam. laws of 1807-8, page 179.-- 
p. March 28, 1808, two thousand dolkrs, 

In 1809 1000 dollars, in 1814 a lot of 
ground; vide pam. laws of 1813-14» 
page 240. In 1818, 1000 doUars, 

2000 dollars, 

2000 dollars, 

2000 dollars. 
In 1810 2000 dollars, in 1812 2000 -dol 
lars. The act of 1810 repealed, and| 
the appropriation of 1812 only hi 
been received by the trustees. 

2000 dollars, 



Easton. 
Greersburg. 

Canonsburg. 
Wilkesbarre. 

Falls township 
Doylestown. 

Uniontown. 



Northampton. 
Beaver. 



Washington. 
Luzerne. 

Bucks. 
Bucks. 



Fsyctte. 



Northum'land NorthuailMid 



lol 



Harrisburg. 



Greensborg. 

Somerset. 
Gettysburg. 

Bedford. 



$2000, and in 1813 a tract of land, 
2000dollars» 

2000 dollars, 

2000 dolUrs, 
In 1811, 500 acres of land and 15 in-loto 
in the town of Waterford. In 1816, 
8 other in-Iots, — ^vide also pam. laws 
of 1819-20, page 39. 



Carmichaels^ 
town. 

Butler. 
E. Whiteknd 

township. 

Mercer. 

Williamsport. 
Waterford. 



2000 dollars, 
lOOOdoUars, 

1000 dollars. 



500 dollars in 1813, 
2600 dolhu^ 
2000 dollars. 



2000 dollars, 
2000 dollars, 

2000 dollars, 
2000doUars, 

2000 doUars, 

2000 dollars, 



1000 doUars, in 1817. West Chester. 

500 acres of land, adjoining the town of Erie. 
Erie, and 15 in-lots, in that town; also 
$2000 from sale of lots in Erie — ^vide 
pam. laws of 1819-20, pape 175. In 
1821, other lots granted m Erie. 

2000 dollars. 



2000 dollars, 
2000 dollars. 



Hatborougfa, 

Franklin. 
The sites were 
to be fixed by 
commission- 
ers named in 
the incorpo- 
rating act, 
Bustleton. 
Athens. 
Orwigsburg. 
Buckingham 
township. 
Franklin 
township. 
Northampton. 

Indiana. 

Stroudsburg. 

Lewistown. 

Lebanon. 

Huntingdon. 

Montrose. 



Dauphia. 



Westmord'id 

Someraet. 

Adams. 

Bedford. 



Greene. 

Butler. 
Chester. 

M^cer. 

Lycoming. 
Erie. 



Montgonenr. 
Venango.' 
Wayne. 

^ Wayne. 



Philadelphia. 
Bradfbrd. 
Schuylkill. 

Bucks. 

Greene, 
Lehigh. 
Indiana. 
Northampton. 
Mifflin. 
Lebanon. 

Huntingdon. 
Susquehanna- 
Chester. 
Erie. 



Wellsb'rough Hogm. 

Danville. Columbia. 
Ebensburg. I Cambria. 

Kittanning. | Armstrong. 
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The aboTC •* list of Academies" made after a careful 
examination of the various acts of thfe Leg^8lature,Jn re- 
lation to them, is believed to be critically accurate so fcur 
AS it g^es* It is possible, however, that in the multipli- 
city of enactments on the subject, some one or more of 
the seminaries of this grade, throughout the state, may 
have been overlooked. It is also possible that appro- 
priations made in favour of the Academies enumerated 
in the above list, may have escaped the research of the 
committee. If so, it is attributable rather to the embar- 
rassments and errors inseparable from such a research, 
than to a want of attention on the part of the committee. 
This will be apparent, when it is known, that after the 
most diligent examination, the committee have not been 
able to ascertain the precise location and date of the in- 
corporation of several of the Academies in the above 
schedule. 

The appropriations made to the Academies marked 
thus * in the above list, were upon condition, that they 
diould educate a certain number of poor children grorft^. 
** Such information as may enable the Legislature to 
form a correct opinion, of the advancing or declining 
condition" of these Academies, the committee cannot 
S^ive, without speaking separately of each. But that it 
is presumed, would be going into a detail, not contem- 
plated by the Senate, in adopting the resolutions under 
which this report is made. From an examinatian of an- 
swers received by the Secretary of the Commonwealth, 
to circular Jetters addressed by him to many of the Aca' 
demies, it would seem that comparatively few of them 
arc in an "advancing condition." 

4. EDUCATION OF THE POOR. 
" The first school district" composed of the city and 
county of Philadelphia, is, so far as the information of the 
cx>mmittee extends, the only part of th^ state into 
which the Lancasterian system of education, has been 
Introduced. The schools in this district are organized 
under an act of the Legislature, passed on the third of 
March, 1818. A brief history of the operations of these 
schools, as represented in the several annual reports of 
the controllers, will best enable the Senate to judge of 
the economy and efliciency of the Lancasterian system 
in the education of the poor. 

The board of controllers was organized on the sixth of 
April 1818, and proceeded to establish schools, for both 
sexes, in the respective sections of the district. It will 
readily be perceived, that many and vexatious difficul- 
^es must have been encountered, in reducing to prac- 
tice a plan of education, novel and untried in our state. 
The ineiRcienC)' and expensiveness of all the pre-exist- 
ing legislative provisions for the education of the poor, 
were well calculated to shake the confidence of the 
public, to the proposed scheme of education, and conse- 
quently to embarrass the controllers in making the ne- 
cessaty arrangements for introduction. But the zeal and 
beivivolent perseverance of these public agents, has 
Overconie the various difficulties that surrounded them, 
and the result of a few years experience, has placed the 
utility of the system beyond a question. 

The number of children, in the schools, under the 
superintendence of the board, during the several ^ears 
that they have been in operation is as follows, to wit: 
JBot/8. Oirla, T^tal 
In 1818 ISOr 1338 2845 

1819 1677 1591 3268 

1820 2594 2775 5369 

1821 1624 1345 2969* 
The annual expense of educating ea^h child has al- 
ways been less than four dollars per annum. Prior to 
the establishment of these schools, the commissioners of 
the county of Philadelphia, paid at the rate of eleven 
dollars per annum, for each child educated at the public 
expense. The economy of the new sptem is therefore 
too apparent to need any comment; add to which," it is 

* Ste Register, vol. I. p. 155. 



believed that a small part only of the children— thti^ 
paid for by the commissioners, were actually taught in 
the schools in which they were enrolled — from the na- 
ture of ^eir office, the various services tliey have ti? 
perform, and the imperfection of the laws, it was im- 
possible for the county commissioners to exercise that 
minute and availing control over eittier the pupils or 
teachersi" which is a chief excellence in the present sys# 
tem. 

The boys are instructed in reading, writing, andr 
arithmetic; and the girls are taught the same branches/ 
as well as needle-work, in its useful and economical de- 
partments. The several schools are regularly and vigi- 
lantly inspected by the directors under whose immediate 
charge they are; *'while the board of controllers extend 
toward all of them the general supervision enjoined by 
the laws." The improvement made by the children, \9 
such as might be expected from a well digested systemr 
of education, administered under the watcbfiil superin* 
tendance of those who seek no othertewardfor ^eir la- 
bour, save the satisfaction which they derive from see- 
ing the objects of their care tnuned up in useful know- 
ledge, and fitted for their several stations in society: of 
the moral and religious influence of these schools, bo|SI« 
opinion may be formed from the fact, that after diligent 
inquiry no mstance appears of any of the pupils having' 
been arraigned for ofience against the laws. 

In the last annual report the controllers say, that 
''each successive year confirms the utility of the mode of 
instruction which has been adopted, and it is only to be 
regretted, that many parents, whose children might h^ 
brought under its auspices, remain regardless of the ad- 
tantages, from the enjoyment of which they criminally 
withhold their offspring." The great disproportion be- 
tween the number of pupils in 1820 and 1821, is attri-» 
buted, in a considerable degree, to an increase in roanu^ 
factories in Philadelphia and its vicinity, which 'lia* 
produced a great demand for the labour of young per* 
SODS, and consequently withdrawn many children from 
the public schools" If this be the fact, it is an evil of 
no inconsiderable magnitude, and may weU claim the 
early and serious attention of the Legislature. 

During the preceding session of the Legislature, acta 
were passed modifying or repealing the general school 
law, within the counties of Cumberland, Dauphin, Lan- 
caster, and Allegheny. Whether any, and if any, what 
benefits have resulted tp these counties, from this change,' 
the committee are unable to say. The bill which haa* 
been passed by the Senate, during the present sessions- 
will, if passed by the House of Representatives, no doubt 
lead to the introduction of the Lancasterian system, into 
the dty of Lancaster^ and the boroughs of Lancaster 
Coimty. / 

From the information before the committee, they are 
induced to believe, that the act of the 4th of April 1510^ 
••to provide for the education of the poor gratis" 4a 
wholly inoperative in many of the counties of the com- 
monwealth, and much abused in others. This cannpt 
be a matter of surprise, when it is considered, that it iaP 
not made the duty of any person to see that the pron- 
sions of the law be faithfiilly carried into effect Thro'' 
the agency of assessors and county commissioners, if 
they attend to their duty, a list of the children betweeir' 
the ages of five and twelve years, in each township^ 
ward^ or district, whose parents are unable to pay for. 
their schooling, is made out and sent to the teachers of 
schools within sueh township, ward, or district} after 
which the parent is at liberty to send the child to such 
school, at the expense of the county. But no person ia 
appointed to see that the child is sent to school, or when* 
sent, that it is properly instructed. The school may not 
be one from which the pupil can derive benefit. Groar 
negligence or incapacity on the part of the teacher may/ 
and it is believed not unfrequently does defeat the ob^ 
ject of public bounty, and renders the whole system' 
useless m its efiTe^ts upon those intended to be iraproreil 
by it;— add to which it is apprehended that it is not^u*^ 
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uroml for a county to pay for the schooling: of children 
who are placed upon the reffirtcr, but do not attend the 
•chool. Such are some of the consequences of the pre- 
•ent system, even where the assessors and commission- 
ers faithfully comply with the requisitions of the law, 
•nd parents avail themselves of its privileges. 

But from the want of due attention on th** part of those 
omcefs, or from the culpable neglect or mistaken pride 
^ parents, it frequently happens that the children of 
the poor do not reap the benefit of even the precarious 
provision which is made for them by the act of 1809.— 
In many counties the law is a dead letter. To revise it 
and provijie a more efficient system, may therefore be 
considered as one of the most urgent duties of the legis- 
lature. <*£ducjite the poor" is one of the soundest 
maxims, one of the most important admonitions, which 
can reachy and dwell upon the mind of a republican liiw- 
giver. 

In those parts of the state, where the population is 
■oiEctent^ dense to render it practicable, the committee 
would earnestly retommend the adoption of the Lan- 
casterian system of instruction. Its superior excellence 
m the education of the poor, u fuUy exempUfied, in The 
nrit School District,' and the committee can see no pea- 
■<m why it may not with equal success be mtroduced 
Mito the various towns and boroughs throughout the 
commonwealth. Teachers may be qualified in the Mo- 
del School, at Philadelphia, free of any charge. The 
expense incident to the establishment of each school 
will be trifling, and the annual savinir will afterwards be 
great 

The Committee also respectfully call the attention of 
the Senate to a bill on its files, reported by this comnut^ 
tee, containing provisions which will, in the apprehen- 
•ion of the committee, remedy some of the most promi- 
nent defecU in the present kw, and provide more effec- 
tually for the education of the poor graitt. 

Upon consulting the acts of Assembly, we find the 
following incorporations and appropriations, since the 
above report was delivered. 

1822. Warren Academy, incorporated in Warren co. 

and 500 acres of land granted. 

1823. Franklin Academy, Venango county, patent 

for two lots, 
— - Strasburgh Academy, incorp. Lancaster co. 

1824. Act for the education of the poor gratis, and for 

laying a foundation of a general system of 
education throughout the Commonwealth, 
passsed. 

J5Hf * '^'^"*^r to Deaf & Dumb continued for 4 years. 

1826. {^000 annually for 7 years to be paid to Dick- 
inson College. 

• ^1000 annually for 4 years to be paid to Jeffer- 
son College — ^A supplementary act passed, 
c authorising the Trustees of Jefferson Col- 
lege to elect ten additional Trustees, who 
may be residents of the city and county of 
Philidelphia, and which additional Trustees, 
or any six of them, may be appointed by the 
General Board of Trustees, a committee to 
superintend the Medical Department, giving 
instruction in the city of Philadelphia, with 
«ich powers as to the appointment and re- 
moval of Trustees, the. holding public com- 
mencements and conferring degrees, as the 
General Board of Trustees at Canonsburg 
may duTct»' No degree of M. D. to be 
conferred unless the candidate shall be 21 
years of a;je, and shall have actually studied 
medicine for the term of three years, under 
the direction of some respectable practi- 
tioner, and attended at least two full 
cuunes in Anatomy, Surgery, Practice of 



respectable college in the United Stito. 
No student shall be required to pay mar na- 
triculating fee, nor for signature of diploms. 
No professor shall require more than 15 dol- 
lars from each student for the teasom and 
no student shall be required to pay any fte 
for his attendance on a third course. 

. «• La Fayette Coitaos," at Eatton, estabfidied 

and incorporated. 

- 'Washington CoLLxeiy to receiTe 1000 dolkit 
annually for 4 years. 

2400 dollars annually for 4 years, to the Weet- 

ern University. 

182/. Clearfield Academy incorporated, 2000 doliut 
granted— 1000 to buildings, 1000 toperaia- 
nent fund, when 1000 sbaU have been nused 
bv private subscription. 

— — Milfotxl Academy, incorporated in PBte cooirty, 
and 2000 dolkn t;ranted. 

— ~ Mifflinburgh Academy, incorporated ia Ubioq 
county— 2000 dollara granted. 

- ''Lancaster County" Academy, in Lanraitg 
CO — 3000 dollars granted. 

Union Academy at Doylestovn» Bueka conaly, 

incorporated. 

"Maditdn College," established and incorpo- 
rated, Uniontown, Fayette county. 

Allegheny College^ 1000 dollars annually for 4 

years, 
1828. An act to provide for the education of childreo 
at the public expense in the eity of Pitts^ 
burg. 

5000 dollars granted to Madison College. 

- 1000 do. to Beach Woods Academy, Wayne co 

PENITEN-hARY SYSTEM. 
We would invite the attention of our readers (o the 
foUowing interesting letter from Mr. Livingston^ on the 
subject of the penitentiary system, which is shortly t9 
be discussed by the Legislate . His long devotion Vit 
inirestigations connected with this subject^ has amply 
qualified him to advise ) and his reeommendatkms riioald 
not be disregarded^ without mature oonnderationi 



7B0X THS ITATIOirAL OAlCXTTB. 

LETTER ON PENAL LAW AND PENITENTIART 
DISCIPLINE.' 

From the^Hon. Edward lAving^ston, to Roberts Vaux. 
Red nook, N. Y. October 25, 1828. 
You are one of the very few, my good friend, ttf 
whom^ at this period of general excitement^ I could ven- 
ture to speak with the hope of beinpf listen«l to, on any 
other topic than those of the election or the tariff.—' 
Whatever may be our opinions and prcferencea on these 
subjects, yet there are others which have so mucfi en- 
grossed our thoughts, and interested our feelings, that 
we have never found time to settle between us the great 
concerns of the nation, and have conversed more fre- 
quently on reforms in penal I«w and prison discipline* 
tnan on those required in the government of the coun- 
try. Leaving, then, the majority of the people, nndet^ 
the direction of that wise Providence which speaka 
through their voice, to determine between the candi- 
dates for their favour, let me endeavour, by thb lett^, to 
supply some observations I was prevented from offering 
to you, terbally^ by my sudden departune when last in 
your city. 

The substitution of labour as a punishment, instead of 
death and other bodily sufferings, has at difiWent peti* 
ods Entered into the theories of ingenious writers^ and 
in some degree into the practice of certain natioosf bnt 



_.,,,„ ^, _ I think you have sufficiently shown, that to Penn^hn- 

Medicine, Materia Medics, Midwifery, and nia, and the \^ise foresight of its philanthropic founder 
Chemistry, or one »t this, and on^ at some I we owe the first sueces&l experiment to (Rvre Uiit s«« 
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elusion and laborious hafiits may be made the means at 
once of punishment, reformation and cxamnle. False 
economy and a fatal inattention to the principles which 
produced this success, destroyed its effects almost as 
ioon as they were felt; and in Pennsylrania, as well as 
in all the states which had followed her example, the sys- 
tem was found to be inefficient in the exact de^e in 
which tlie seclusion became less strict, and in which the 
labour was enforced by chains or stripes. The promis- 
cuous association of convicts produced an enormous in- 
crease both in the number and atrocity of offences; and 
it became evident that no reform could be expected, 
while it was suffered to exist. Classification hsid been 
tried in Eng-land, and partially here, but it was found to 
be an incomplete remedy — that system could only be 
perfected by individual seclusion: because, even when 
the class was reducea to two, one of them would gene- 
rally be found qualified to corrupt the other; and if the 
rare case should occur, of two persons who had arrived 
at the same precise point of depravityj and the rarer cir- 
cumstance of the keeper's discernment being- success- 
fully employed in associating them, their approximation 
would increase the common stock of g^ilt The con- 
viction of this truth, and the necessity of providing a 
remedy for the evil, appears to have suggested different 
plans, all of them in differcnl degrees corrective of the 
present abuse. The corrupting mfluence of promiscu- 
ous association was found to be the greatest during the 
night, when unchecked by the presence of keepers, 
unemployed by labour, every opportunity was offered 
for confirming old offenders, and initiating the young in 
the mysteries of vice and crime. An obvious improve- 
ment, therefore, was a separate dormitory for each con- 
vict To continue this seclusion during the day, would 
be expensive, because the accommodations must be en- 
larged, and the indemnity to be expected from the pri- 
soner's solitary labour would be less if he were employ- 
ed, or nothing if he were kept in idleness. Economy 
here again intervened, and suggested that stj-ict discip- 
Kne during the day might Ripply the^place of seclusion, 
prevent corrupting intercourse, and increase the profits 
of the establishment by forced and social labour. This 
is the foundation of Mr. Lynds* plan. It has been adopt- 
ed at Auburn and Sing Sing, and with a partial success, 
which I much fear may arrest the penitentiary system in 
its progress to that point of perfection at which all its 
advocates expect it to airive. 

It may have this effect in two ways — first, by making 
us content with a partial improvement, and rekxing our 
endeavours to perfect it; but principally by the error of 
attributing to the system, effects which are only due to 
the talent by which it is conducted; just as the worst 
government may be so administered as to produce more 
prosperity than the best, when the power is placed in 
bad hands< Compared with the discipline in the prisons 
of New York, Philadelphia, Baltimore, and I may add, 
most of the other penitentiaries in the United States, 
that of Auburn and Sing Sing is greatly superior; but 
It does not, and can not from the nature of things, ever 
approach perfection, if we allow reformation to enter 
hito our views, and if We wish to guard against the abuse 
of authority. The founder of the system did not ex- 
pect reformation. In a letter ^th which he favoured 
me some time ago on the subject, he considered it as 
hopele&s: and although by the late returns it appears 
ttat a portion of the convicts have shown signs of amend- 
ment after their discharge, yet they are too few in pro- 
portion to the whole number, and the time is too short 
to give any certainty of the system's producing this ef- 
fect Where fifty or sixty convicts, selected for their 
aptitude for a paiticular trade or work^ not fr6m any fit^ 
>ies8 of moral feeling, are associated in the same shop, 
it is next to an impossibility that one or two keepers 
should prevent their communication with each other, 
be these keepers ever so vigilant, even supposing them 
to be inaccessible to corruption, or to a feeling of com- 
VOL. 11^ 40. 



passion inconsistent with duty. Here again I have the 
authority of Mr. Lynds, who tells me, ih substance, that 
his greatest difficulty was to find keepers who were not 
apt to err on the side of indulgence. But suppose thii^ 
difficulty conquered, and the convicts placed under that 
immediate inspection of task masters willing to enforce 
the most rigid discipline — one keeper to every ten would 
not be sufficient to watch the whispers, the looks, the 
sighs, by wliich the association of ideas and reminiscen- 
ces of guilt would bo kept up, and plans of new ar- 
rangements formed to be executed on theu* discharge! 
and were there no other knowledge gained, that of each 
other's person is a serious objection to this social labour. 

It is not extraordinary that this system should have ^ 
admirers; every visiter must admire the cleanliness, of- 
uer, laborious exertion, and silence which reigpi in the 
shops, and the military parade of the convicts in thei^ 
march to and from tlieir labour is imposing. But ^o 
visiter docs not see, nor can the keeper see^at all times,' 
the signs of intelligence, or hear the whispers, of com- 
munication that are made, and must from the nature of 
things be nude^ between the most abandoned felons,- 
working for years in the same shop, within a few feet of 
each other. Strict discipline, wc arc told, preventsr 
this — tliose who are detected are instantly punished, and 
the fear of a new infliction keeps them silent. It will 
make tliem cautious; but it must change their nature not 
only as malefactors, but as men, if it does not increase 
^their desire of communicating with eacli other while 
there is a possibility of doing it unobserved; and that 
such a possibility exists it would be vain to deny — ^not 
only during the time of labour, wl>en a word addressed 
to one st.nmling within a few feet could not be heard 
further than was intended, by reason of the clanking of 
hammers and the noise of machinery, but along the line 
of the lock march* in going to and returning from la-: 
hour, when the lips of each man are placed within a few 
inches of the eai* of the one who precedes him, a situa- 
tion infinitely well calculated for passing the word of 
revolt or establishing conventional signs of intelligence 
from the rear to the front of (he line almost with elec- 
trical rapidity. The endeavour to overcome these faci^ 
Hties for communication, although it can never perfectly 
succeed, must be sustained by placing unlimited power 
in the hands, not only of the warden, but every subor- 
dinate keeper. Immediate chastisement by the inflic- 
tion of stripes! — the whole system is based upon this. 
Eveiy under keeper m.iy beat any convict witliout any 
kind of restrictions. He has only to sGpposc an irreve- 
rent look, or a sign of intelligence, and it is his duty to 
apply the whip— tliere can be no check. He says he • 
saw a sign made by one convict to another; the convict 
denies having made or intended it, and he is beaten — 
not only to punish him for having made the sign, but 
until he confesses thai he ^did make it. This is not only 
what may happen, but what has happened, and what has 
received the solemn sanction of a court of justice, at m 
necessary and legal power to be vested, not in the w»- 
den or inspectors, but iri the under keepers. Now, will 
any one ^y that this power vested in subordinate hands 
is not liable to be abused^ and, as it is declared tb be dis- 
cretionary, abused with impunity; or that a system which 
can only be supported by such an investiture of power 
can be, as it has been termed, a perfect model for imita- 
tion ? The worst portion of it, in my opinion, is not the 
fiicility it gives to corrupting associations or to arranpng 
plans of escape. In both these particuhrs it is infinitely 
superior to any other existing institution of the kind. — 
But it is in this, that it enables the lowest officer of the 
penitentiary, at his will, to alter the puniahment direct- 
ed by kw, to one that the law has discarded "too une- 
qual and demoralizing and degrading to be inflicted, 
and thus to increase the punishment of a shght offence 
to a degree greater than that designated for one of a 
deeper dye:— And in this, that a system of labour car 
ried on by stripes is not (for the reasons stated m mf 
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introductory report to the code of prison discipline) 
calculated to produce reformation, which I hold to be a 
most essential object in any plan of criminal law. 

As oi^osed to this system I have ventured to propose 
6ne based upon labour in seclusion; as a relief from se- 
clusion without labour; succeeded g^radually by instruc- 
tion, and labour in classified society; labour not co-er- 
ced, but g^nted as' a favour; and instruction given as 
the reward of industry and good conduct, not enforced 
as a task. You will have seen the details in my code of 
prison discipline. Whether your opinion and mine agree 
as to those details I know not, but I am sure we do in 
the utility of seclu^on accompanied by moral, religious 
and scientific instruction and useful manual labour. 

I was myself deceived by supposing tli^t the repoit 
of the Committee of the Senate had been adopted as 
the ground work of your penitentiary discipline, and 
that absolute solitude without labour was to be substitu- 
ted for your present plan . But your verbal explanations 
have convinced me of my error, and I wonder excecd- 
mgly that those in your several instructive publications, 
have not also convinced others that the design oC the 
new Philadelphia Penitentiary is not to inflict the dread- 
ful punishment of absolute solitude without labour and 
without instruction. This lias been improperly assumed 
in all the parallels between the Auburn discipline and 
that of your state; and discarding (as is very properly 
done) the discipline of the old penitentiary, the ques- 
tion has been argued as if the consequence of not taking 
the Auburn plan would be a resort to absolute solitude, 
as a punishment. If tliis were the case, I should be in- 
clined to adopt the former with all its inconveniences. 
But not believing this to be a necessary alternative, I 
cannot but lament the eflTorts that are making to induce 
your legislature to abandon the experiment which your 
noble building is so well calculated for making with ef- 
fect. Your state has gt)ne to great expense to solve by 
experiment (the best of all means) the g^reat questions, 
whether convicts cannot, by a judicious treatment, be 
reformed as well as punished by the same process; whe- 
ther they may not be made examples to follow in their 
lives after punishment, as they are examples to avoid in 
their conduct preceding it. Whether the whip is th« 
tnost proper instrument to inculcate lessons of religion, 
morality, industry and science; and whether a man will 
love labour the better for having been forced by the in- 
fliction or the fear of the lash to perform a certain quan- 
tity of it every day ? Would it be wise to abandon this 
experiment at the very moment that you have incurred 
all ^e expense it required,' and overcome all the diffi- 
culties it at first presented? Besides, it seems to me 
that if I were a Pennsylvanian, without the fullest con- 
viction that the plan devised by^enn, and so success- 
fully executed in the State afterwards, was impractica- 
ble, I should never consent to abandon it for one founded 
on. directly opposite principles. I should feel some 
State pride (and surely there can be no better founda- 
tion on which to place it) in showing that as Pennsylva- 
nia was the first to propose the system, so she would 
have the credit of bringing it to perfection, t would 
not be dazzled by tl)e praise that has been bestowed on 
the Auburn plan, or debarred by the erroneous view 
that has been taken of your own; I would closely scru- 
tinize the former, to discover to what part its success is 
due; I would follow that, but would not copy those 
parts which diverge from the principles on which all pe- 
nitentiary punishments ought to be foufided. The se- 



crime, I could direct punishments as strbngly i 
who entertain opinions different from mine. ^But I be- 
lieve convicts to be men, bad men, it is true, but bad 
from example, from poverty, from vice, from idlepess* 
from intemperance, fnom the indulgence of pvil passions; 
that there arc not manv who, by counteracting these 
causes, cannot be reclaimed; and that you do mere 
good, and save more expense to the state, and secure the ' 
safety of its citizens in i, greater degree, by reforming 
one of them, than bv punishing and then releasing ten 
others. The punishment of these ten acts on their 
fears, and on those of others as an example; but so doe» 
the punishment by which you have reformed the one; 
he will have no inclinatinn to resume his inroads on so- 
ciety; the ten others will recur to theirs upon every oc- 
casion on which they flatter themselves that it can be 
done with impunity, and of all caleulations of false eco- 
nomy the greatest is that which considers the cost of re- 
forming a prisoner as a useless expense. Discharging 
an unreformed thief, is tantamount to authorizing a tax 
of an unlimited amount to be raised on individuals. Cal- 
culate the amount annually lost by theft alone, besides 
the property destroyed by other offences; and you will 
find it amounts to a much larger sum than the interest 
of all tliosc which are required for your reformatory es- 
tablishments and this expense is borne by a few unfor- 
tunate individuals perhaps the least able to sustaio iL 
Therefore i; would be no false estimate (and I hope iti» 
not an irreverent one) to say that the interest and peace 
of the dwellers upon earth, are promoted by the refor- 
mation of convicts in the same degree with the joy which 
as we are taught, is felt by th^ inhabitants of heaven on 
the conversion of unncrs. The numerous and highfy 
respectable advocates for the Auburn plan think that its 
discipline joined to the many other advantages it is ac- 
knowledged to possess is calculated to produce reforma- 
tion, and therefore very naturally urge its adoption by 
the other states; but if I might be permitted to judge, 
I should say that they urge it with rather too much of 
the exclusive spirit that belongs to sectarian controversy^ 
That plan has done much. Avhy should they discou- 
rage experiments founded on at least plausible reasons^ 
to do more; and why should they represent tht one you 
are about to try as a system of solitary imprisonroeot 
without labour or instruction, which, unless I greatly 
misunderstand it, is to combine both? But I find I am 
writing a treatise instead of a letter, the only object of 
which when I began it was to press upon you earnestly 
the importance of persevering in the plan of combining 
solitary imprisonment with instruction and labour (nei- 
ther of them coerced) as tlie modes which may most 
reasonably be expected to produce the end we have in 
view; and to keep social labour and social instruction in 
classes, is a reward to stimulate to exertion andimprove-^ 
ment. 

I have -now donej but it is **very stuff of the con- 
science" with me, never to write or speak on this sub- 
ject without saying that whatever partial good you may 
do by penitentiary punishments, nothing radically im- 
pK)rtant can be effected, unless you •*begin (as the fairy 
tale has it) at the beginning." Force education upon 
the people, instead of forcing' them to labour as a pun- 
ishment for crimes which the degradation of ignorance 
has induced them to commit; teach religion and science 
and a simple system of penal law in your primary schools; 
adopt a system of penal procedure that shall be expe^ 
tious, gratuitous, easily understood, and that shall biinish' 



elusion by night, which Mr. Lynds introduced, was a all hope of escape from the defects of form, as well as 



great step towards perfection; the indiscriminate asso- 
ciation by day was a retrograde movement^ the ill effects 
of which are partial Iv counteracted by thu severe dis- 
cipline of personal chastisement by stripes, a practice 
more injurious than the evil it purports to correct. I 
am not, in what I say to you and have published to the 
world on this subject, governed by any sickly feeling of 
compassion for the sufferings of convicts. If I had 
the powers, and thought them necessary to prevenJ- 



eveiy vexation to the parties or the witnesses. Provide 
subsistence for the poor who cannot labour, and employ- 
ment for those who can. But above all do not force 
those whom you are obliged to imprison before triaT 
be they innocent or guilty, into that contaminating so- 
ciety from which, after they are found to be guilty, you 
arc so anxious to keep them. Remember that in Phila- 
delphia a? well as in New York, more than two thou- 
sand five hundred are annually committed-, of whom no* 
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one fourth are found to be guilty; and that thus you 
have introduced eveiy year more than 1800 persons pre- 
sumed to be innocent, into a school where every vice 
and every crime is taught by the ablest masters, and we 
shut our «ye8 to this enormous evil, and inconsistently 
go on preaching the necessity of seclusion and labeur, 
and industry after conviction, as if Penitentiaries were 
the only place9 in which the contamination of evil so- 
dety were to be dreaded. Why will not Pennsylvania 
take the lead in perfecting the work she began; and in- 
stead of patchwork legislation that can never be effec- 
tual, establish a complete system, in which all the differ- 
ent but mutually dependant subjects of education, pau- 
perism, penal law, and prison discipline should be em- 
braced ? I am preaching I know to the converted, wh en 
I urge the consideration of these sub j-ects upon you: but 
mutual exhortation is of service even between those who 
think alike, and there is no cause to Uie success of 
which I would more willingly devote my feeble talents 
and the exertions of my life,, including as it does the 
cause of religion, humanity and social order, than the 
one which forms the subject of this letter; there is none 
I am sure more interesting to you, and therefore I will 
mix with it no other than that of the high esteem with 
which I am always, my dear sir, your friend and humble 
servant, 

EDW. LIVINGSTON. 
KoBEMTs Vaux, Esq. 

We have frequently expressed our desire to be fur- 
lushed with information respecting the different portions 
«f the interior of the state; but have, excepting in one 
or two instances, never received a communication upon 
the subject We are therefore happy to see the remarks 
contained in the following communication to the United 
States Gazette, and hope they will arrest the attention of 
gentlemen of leisure and ability to communicate facts 
respecting their immediate neighbourhoods. Such in- 
formation is very desirable to persons at a distance, and 
can only be accurately obtidned from those who reside 
in the districts described. In every town and county, 
there most be certainly some one capable of imparting 
Mch information and having the leisure to do it. We 
have therefore been surprised at its being so generally 
■eglecteft — especially as most men feel some pride in 
exhibiting the advantages possessed by the stction of 
countiy or town in which they reside. We hope that 
faereafter we shall not have so much reason to complain 
«ipon this subject Communications made to us, will be 
recorded in a pennanent form, and as soon as received. 

PENNSYLVANIA TOWNS. 

This state is characterized by its honesty and solidity, 
and the plodding, straight-forward industry of the citi- 
zens. . There is nothing now done upon fictitious capi- 
tal, but all upon a solid foundation; consequently every 
step we make, is so much gained; for we have no ap- 
prehension of a retrograde movement The natural 
advantages of the state are immense; and the improve- 
ments in progress, will induce to their rapid and fuU de- 
velopcment True, we have nothing like the lake coun- 
tiy in the state of New York; but then we are exempt 
from the destructive fevers that annually visit those sec- 
tions, which otherwise would be as delightful as the 
imagination could well conceive. Nearly one third of 
Pennsylvania is mountainous and broken htnd, wh^ch 
adds to the piuily and salubrity of the atmosphere; and 
it is remarkable that the fertility of the extended >-al- 
ieys with which this state aboonds, is usually in propor- 
%iatk to the sterility of the mountains by which they are 



surrounded. It is a reproach upon the Philadelphians, 
that m general they know so little of the interior of the 
state; and this reproach is frequently made by intelli- 
gent men residing west of the mountains, without re- 
flecting that the ignorance of our citizens on this inter- 
esting subject is m a ^cat degree attributable to those 
who make the complaint At all events, they mi^t 
throw much light upon the subject; but they hide their 
light under a bushel, and wonder that we do not jee it 
If one or two competent men in each county, were to 
go to the trouble of preparing a full description of their 
respective counties, and publish the result of their re- 
searches in the village papers, the information would be 
eagerly copied into the city prints, and by such means, 
the evil complained of, would in a great degree be re- 
moved. Besides, such information would lead to emi- 
gration, and.tlie consequent improvement of the state. 
Descriptions of the villages in paragraphs even as brief 
as tlie following, would be accepUble to the Philadel- 
phians. These remarks ure extracted from a journal 
kept during a journey into the interior last summer: 

JoHwsTowN, in Cambria county, u about seven miles 
from the base of the Allegheny mountain, at the junc- 
tion of Stony Creek and the Little Conemaugh, about 
two hundred roods above the Connemaugh. The vil- 
lage contains about two hundred inhabitants, and thirty 
tenantable houses, with out houses, two taverns, five 
stores, and one mill. A basin for the western division of 
the Pennsylvania canal, it is supposed, will be made in 
the heart of the town, which has occasioned a rapid 
rise in the value of property. The town is regularly 
laid out, on a plot of upwards of two hundred acres of 
ground, completely surrounded by mountains. The 
water advantages are very considerable, affording a di- 
rect communication with Pittsburg. 

Ebeitsruro, the county town of Cambria, is situated 
on the Allegheny mountain, and commands a grand and 
extensive view of the surrounding country. It contains 
about thirty houses, two meeting houses, a third build- 
ing, five taverns, seven stores, and a post office; a hand- 
some brick academy was built by an appropriation from 
the state, but there is at present no teacher in it, as they 
are unable to fix upon a suitable person, the Welsh po- 
pulation withing to h^ve a Nortli Brittqn, and the oppo- 
sing party a preceptor who will teach the dead lan- 
guages, which it must be allowed, aro less understood on 
the mountain, than the language of Fluellcn. Religious 
prejudices, also, I understand, prevent an understand- 
mg on this subject. A new court house has been erect- 
ed, but not sooner than it was panted. The courts have 
been held for years in the second stoir of an old rickety 
wooden building, the lower story bemg occupied as a 
jidl. Some years ago a ludicrous ciroumstance took 
place in consequence of this proximity of the hall of 
justice and the place of punisnment. One of the inde- 
pendents of the mountain, attending court, became so 
noisy tliat his conduct finally amounted to a contempt, 
and Judge Young, in order to maintain the dignity of 
his station, found it necessary to commit him to pnsom 
The unruly litigant ws^ accoixlingly conducted from the 
upper apartment to that beneath, and justice again mov- 
ed on without interruption. But this triumph was of 
short duration' — ^for but a short time had elapsed, when 
the clamour m^e by the advocate addressing the jury, 
was drowned by a stentorian voice singing psalms ^e- 
nenth, A command was issued to silence the prisoner} 
but he w«is in a ptate to laugh at the order; he knew big 
hour, mid determined to exercise it He went furtheri 
he hired ^ fellow prisoner to iissist him in his devotions, 
and together they sent forth such a discordant noise, that 
the judge, in self defence, was compelled to adjourn 
the court until the time for which he had committed the 
prisoner should expire. The new courthouse will pre^ 
vent a recurrence of this novel case, which, though no^ 
reported, is of quite as much consequence as many to 
be found in the book, recorded with the opinions of the 
judges seriaiim* 
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Philupsburo is a handsome village, in Clearfield 
county, on the Mosliannon; it contains about forty bou- 
ses, three taverns, and two stores. Mr. Phillip's improve- 
ments on the property where he resides, on the border 
of the village, are extensive and handsome. His screw 
factoiy, and other iron works, ai-e in the vicinity of the 
town. 

BiRxixGHA^i 13 the name of a small village, on a 
branch of the Juniata, above Huntin|;'don; it is built on 
the side of a hill« and contains twenty seven dwelling 
houses, five stores an^ two taverns. It is a thriving 
place, and considerable business is transacted in it. In 
1824, it contained but nine houses, and was incorpora- 
ted as a borough during the last session of the legisla- 
ture. There are djff'erent mills in the neighbourhood. 
A Baptist church is being built. A lead mine, near the 
village, .was worked upwards of twenty years ago. 



TJIE SUSQUEHANNA GRAPE. 

About a year ago we obtaijied 'some cuttings of a 
grape vine which was discovered by Mr. Dininger, on 
an island in tlie Susquehanna, called Brushy Island. Of 
these cuttings we sent a few to Col. Carr, the proprie- 
tor of Bartram's Botanic Garden, near Philadelphia, and 
a few to the Messrs. Landreths. At the time, we ^ve 
a description of the fruit, from having seen a solitary 
bunch, which excited considerable curiosity, and among 
judges doubts of its being a native. The present sea-^, 
son, about the beginning of September, Mr. Dininger 
visited the island, and procured a basket full of the 
grapes^ fully ripe, which he^ brought to Lancaster, and 
divided among his friends. We are now, therefore, 
enabled to spe^k more fully on the subject. 

Brushy Island, upon- which this vine was found, is un- 
inhabited and uncultivated, the soil alluvial, and subject 
to overflow. The vine runs upon a large Sycamore, 
spreading through the top branches, to the height of 
forty or fifty feet from the ground, and appears to have 
grown with the tree, the root being twenty or thirty 
feet from the tree. The wood, leaf, and early shoots, 
very much resemble what is here called Miller's Bur- 
gundy; and the fruit, in colour and f\avour, but in size 
is much larger. It was observed, that the fniit obtained 
in September, 1827, was a deep brown; that of the pre- 
sent season, some were brown, and others a deep black. 
The difference was accounted for by Mr. Dininger, who 
stated that the brown bunches were those that were 
shaded from the sun by the thlclc foliage of the tree; but 
those exposed to the sun were black. Some of the 
bunches procured this season were very fine, and set 
closely upon, the stem — ^fruit, the size of the Powell 
grape, skin thin, nopulpy a sweet water, seed small, fla- 
vour equal to the celebrated Black Vrinct, and not infe- 
rior to any foreign grape, for the table. 

In a letter received from Col. CaiT, on the subject of 
the Susquehanna Grape, he expresses a doubt of its 
the leaf, and the fniit, from all that have been heretofore 
discovered in oiu* country. He concludes, by observing 
that it may being a native; because it diflTers materially in 
the woodjbe a hybrid^ihe seed being probably carried by 
a bird; but if it be a seedling, it isnaturafized t o our cli- 
mate. ^. therefore to be as much, prized as if indigenous. 

I believe it to be a trulth, that no native grape was 
previously found, tnat did not possess a secondary skin, 
tf-nclosing a stringj- pnlp, and most of them possessing a 
iiusky flavour, proving their affinity to the Fox. But 
Because this one found ^n the Susquehanna is an excep- 
tion — because it possesses all the delicate sweetness, 
tenderness of skin, and delicious flavour of the most es- 
teemed exotics, we are not willing to concede that it is 
not entitled to be classed among the native productions 
pf our soil. 

In favour of its being purely of American Origin, we 
jvill state, that the island on which it was found, has 
j^ever bec^n inhabited; that lying immediately bclpw 



£shleman*s falls, the approach to it is diflicult, and that it 
has rarely been visited, except by the proprie_tor, an aged 
man named Fales, htely deceased, who did not troid>)e 
himself about grapes, either native or forcig^j and 
merely used it as a place to turn young cattle upon in the 
summer season. The sycamore, of which it is the para- 
site, appears to be about forty years old, and the rttt is 
rooted about thirty feet from the stem of the tree, under 
a pile of drift \:*ood, from which it runs along the ground, 
in company with three other vines of the Fox, or chicken 
variety, apparently of the same age, and, interwoven, 
climb the ti-ee together. From appearances I should 
judg« that the tree is not older than the vitie — that the 
young sycamore in its growth carried the vine with it. 

At the period in which this vine must have t%ken root, 
foreign grapes were little known in the United States* 
and then their cultivation was confined to the neighbor- 
hood of the great Atlantic cities. 

None of the foreign varieties we have seen, c<jrpc-, 
spond in appearance with this fruit, for though the 
wood and leaf of Miller's Burgundy are so similar, as 
scarcely to be distinguished apart, yet the bunches and 
fruit of tliat of the Susquehanna are much larger. 

During the last season, the caterpillar was very Bumet 
rous and destructive, stripping the apple and pear, and 
attacking the vine, so as not only to destroy the lea^ iMlt 
in many cases injure the fruit; their ravages were 
chiefly confined to the foreign grape. In roy gBrden» 
the Isabella remained untouched, the Alexander was 
touched but very slightly, while every leaf on the Bne 
green grape of Provence, was devoured, and even the 
Powell grape suflTered severely; yet Mr. Dininger as* 
sures me that when he was gathering the Susqaehsnna 
grape among the branches of the lofty sycamore, on 
Brushy Island, last September, the tree was completely 
shorn by the caterpillars, but not a leaf of the Tine was 
injured." 

Again — we have many steries related througli the 
country, by persons worthy of credit, of the delicious 
grapes found upon the islands of the Susquehanna. 
Some described as whik, some redj blacky, pmrpk, fcc- 
without pulp, and all ripening in August and Septem* 
her. It was these reports, that urged several gentle- 
men to the pursuit, which has been so far crowned with 
success, in the discovery of the kind 1 have described. 
1 was one of several citizens who visited Brashy Island 
in the autumn of 1827, and saw the vine, and mm the 
observations then made, and facts that have since come 
to my knowlege, I have no doubt that there d%es exist 
in those islands a variety of grapes, equal for the table 
or for wine, to any that have been iroportedt and thai 
they are purely native. 

From what I have said, it will be understood that I am 
of opinion, that we have native grapes, equal to the fo- 
rei^ in every respect, with this adviuitage, that being 
indigenous, they are of a hardy nature, and do notsofier 
by our climate, nor so severely by our insects as those of 
France or Italy. It will be asked, why have not these 
fine g^pes been discovered sooner? To this I will an- 
swer — They have been discovered, but not by pewons 
who were aware of tlicir value; and when described to 
those who were, doubts have arisen of the truth of the 
descriptibin; or upon examining the vines, the fruit, the 
only and best proof, which as a mernbcr of the bar would 
say, the nature of the case could admit, had disappeared* 
The cat-bird, is an excellent judge of the flavour of the 
grape, and the mocking-bird is as celebrated for its 
taste in fruit as in music. These warblers i^ound io 
the islands of the Susquehanna, build among the braifdir 
es of the vine, and contend with the pheasant,, the 
robbin, and the roving children of the neighbourhood, 
for the most delicious berries. Hence it is, that we 
scarcely meet with the fruit in that state as to be aWe to 
judge of its value. If we arrive a few days before die 
fruit is ripe, the taste refuseq to detect its quality — if we 
arrive a few days after, there is nothing left for u^ but 
the red, bUck, and wliitc Fox, the ?our c|iickea— 4iii{H 
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pointnunl — and a luspicion, that we have been impoa- 
ed upon by idle tales* 

Of the s^pe now discovered* we understand there 
are from two to three hundred planU in the Bossession 
of different gentlemen in tliis neighbourhood, in vigfor- 
ous growth, independent of those in the possession of 
Col. Carr- and the Messrs. Landreths. "of Philadelphia. 
I have a few, which I shall continue to nurse, from an 
opinion tliattJiis kind will prove very valuable. Another 
year will afford a sufficient foundation for a stock in the 
United States. — Lancaster GazetU* 



SMALL NOTES. 

The following law goes into operation on the first of 
isnuaiy next» and ments the attention of those who 
hold small notes. 

Ai act concerning 8n>aU notes for payment of ntoney>— 
passed at the last session of the Pennsylvania Legis- 
btnre. 

Sect. 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of 
Bepresentattves of the commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
in gtffeeral assembly met, and it is hereby enacted by 
tlie authonty of the same. That from and af^er the first 
day of January next, it shall not be lawful for any per- 
lon or percpna, or body corporate, with the intention to 
create or put into circulation, or continue the circulation, 
a paper circulating medium, to issue, circulate, or di> 
rcctly or indirectly caused to be issued or circulated^ 
any note, bill, check, ticket, or paper, purporting or 
eTidencing, or intended to purport or evidence, that 
anjr sum less than five doHars will be paid to the order 
of any person, op to any person receiving or holding 
i«ch Dote^ bill, check, ticket, or paper, or to be the 
bearer of the same, or that it will be received in pay- 
ment of any debt or demand, or that the bearer of the 
tame, or any person receiving or holding the same, will 
be entitled to receive any goods or effects of the value 
of any som less than five dollars; and that from and after 
the said first day of January next, it shall not be lawful 
for any person or persons, or body corporate, to make, 
issue, or pay away, pass, exchange, or transfer, or 
cause to be made, issued, paid away, pas-scd, /exchang- 
ed, transferred, any bank note, bill, ticket, or paper, 
purporting to be a bank note, or calculated to be cn*cu- 
lated as a bank note, of any less denomination than ^s^ 
dollars. , 

Sect. 2. And be it further enacted by the authority 
aforesaid. That any and every person or persons and bo- 
dy corporates, offending against any of the provisions of 
the first section of this act, shall forfeit and pay for every 
luch offence, the sum of five dollars, to be recovered by 
any person suing for the same, as debts of Uke amount 
are by law recoverable, one-half for his own use, and 
the other half to be for the use of the overseers, guar- 
dians, or directors of the poor, of the city, coun^, dis- 
trict, hit township, within which such offence shall have 
been committed. 

Sect 3. And be it furtlier enacted by the authority 
aforesaid, Tha tno such note, bill, check, ticket, or pa- 
per, mentioned in the first section df this act, shall be 
held or taken to be void or of null effect by reason there- 
of, but all suits and actions may be brought and sustain- 
ed on such note, bill, check, ticket, or paper, and any 
thing contained hereiu to the contrary notwithstand- 
in^} and in such suits or actions, if the same shall be de- 
termined in favour of the plaintiff, judgment shall be 
rendered on the principal sum due on such note, bill, 
check, ticket, or paper, together with interest thereon, 
at the rate hereinaflef provided for; and full costs. 

Sect*. 4. And be it further enacted by the authority 
aforesaid^ That any person or persons; or body corpo- 
rate, who shall endorse, or in any way put his or their 
name upon the san^e, shall be liable to pay to any holder 
thereof together with the principal sum expressed 



therein, interest to be calculated at and after the rate 
of twenty per cent, per annum, from the time when 
such note, bill, check, or paper, was first issued; and 
that without any demand on the drawer or acceptor, or 
any endorser or paiiy to the same. 

Sect. 6. And be it fiirlhcr enacted by the authority 
aforesaid. That in the trial or hearing of any suit or ac- 
tion, which may be brought on any such note, check, 
bill, ticket, or paper, if the time when tljc same was 
first issued shall not be clearly proven, then the same 
shall be deemed and taken to have been first issued one 
year before the bringing of such suit or action, and in- 
terest shall be calculated thereon at the rato uf twenty 
per cent, according^y. 

Sect. 7. And be it further ordained and enacted by 
the authority aforesaid, That so much of the fifth sec- 
tion of \he act passed the eleventh day of April, eigh^ 
teen hundred and twenty -seven, entitled An act to esta« 
blish a bank in the county of Lebanon, and for other 
purposes, as prohibiting any bank incorporated by thio 
commonwealth from receiving after the first of Septem- 
her last, any notes of banks not authorised by the laws of 
this state, of a lower denomination than five dollars, be, 
and the same is hereby suspended until the first day of 
January next, and it shall be the duty of the Secretaiy 
of the Commonwealth to cause this act to be published 
immediately after its passage, in at least one newspaper 
in each county in which a newspaper may be published, 
for the space of one month, imnoediately previous to 
the fii"st day of January next, and to forward a copy of 
the same to each of the prothonotaries of the respective 
courts in the respective counties of this commonwealth^ 
to be by him put up in his office, and to be read by him 
on the first and tliird days of each term, in open court 
for the ensuing year. 

NER MIDDLESWARTH, 
Speaker of the lloiuie of Representatives. 
DANItX STURGEON, 
Speaker of the Senate. 

Approved — ^the twelfth day of April, one thousand 
eight hundred and twenty-eight. 

J. ANDREW SHULZE. 



LAW CASE. 
Samuel Cook, "^ District Gourt 

V9. > Present, Judge Coxe. 

Thomas Taylor & Carson. J Nov. 20th, 182a 

This was an action brought by Samiiel Cook, a sea- 
man belonging to the brig Mexico, against Thomas Tay- 
lor, captain, and ■ Carson, mate of said vessel, to 
recover danuiges for an assault and battery, and oUier 
grievances alleged to have been committed by the de- 
^ndants upon the person of the plaintiff, in the month 
of May, 1828. 

The deposition given in evidence by the plaintiff, 
stated that the defendants on the 20th May, at St Tho- 
nuts, beat the plaintiff with hand-spikes, and afUrwarda 
lashed his feet to the deck, and his wrists to the rigging, 
in which situation he was kept two houra. Next morn- 
ing the mate ordered him to go to work, but he refuted 
aud complained that he was sick and stiff with the treat- 
ment he had received. The mate beat hun with a rope's 
end, and by order of the captain went on shore for a 
corporal and guard, and had him confined in prison from 
Friday to Sunday. The next day the vessel sailed for 
Santa Cruz, where he deserted, was arrested, confined 
in prison, and afterwards brought on board and lashed 
to the boom, with his hands tied above his head, for 7 
da>-s, exposed to the weather, &c. 

On behalf of the defendants it was proved, that the 
plaintiff refbsed to stand watch, and commenced the at- 
tack upon the mate; and that on the moi-ning following 
he wai very abusive and refractory. 

Judge Coxe chai^d the jury in substance nearly as 
follows. 

The plaintiff has instituted this action tp recover d«- 
Q)a^ m>m the captain and mate of the brig Mezieo, fo 
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tin assault and battery, and imprisonment, which the 
plaintifT alledg-es were unjustifiable and cruel. There 
ure certain situations in which man may place himself, and 
raajr be placed by nature, which subjects him to differ- 
ent species of authority; than that, which we as citizens 
are subjected to. By nature, as a child, under the au- 
thority of the parent, and as in this case, by himself, in 
the utuation of a seaman; and shipped on board a vesseb 
where the master has powers, which necessity requires, 
he Should possess, and he may inflict chastisement on 
seamen for the safely of the vessel and preservation of 
discipline. Hence, the question for the jury to deter- 
mine, is, are the defendants justified by anv circumstan- 
ces, and in the chastisement of the plaintiff*, did tliey gt) 
beyond the proper and reasonable limits prescribed by 
the law> ^ The jury will perceive that the authority of 
the captain oyer his seamen, is similar in its character, 
to that of a parent over his child, or a guardian over his 
ward, and a master over his apprentice. As the class of 
individuals who are the particular subjects of the autho- 
rity of the captain, are more difficult to keep in oi'der 
tlian those living constantly under the check of the laws 
of the land, Lberal construction is to be given to the 
powers of the master; but if juries find that "a captain 
has stepped beyond the limits of his authority, and abus- 
ed the legitimate purposes for which it was vested in 
him, and even where an offence was originally commit- 
ted by a seaman, and his punishment has been cruel and 
excessive, a jury will say, the master shall be Tiable in 
damages to the party aggrieved. Yet on the other hand, 
if the seaman has been refractory, disobedient, or struck 
the officer, juries will not be very nice in naming the 
^g^ee of punishment inflicted by the master on such 
Offenders. In relation to the confinement of seamen in 
foreign prisons, when seamen have been mutinous or 
dangerous, masters have considered themselves justified 
m imprisoning them. Though sometimes such measures 
inay be necessary, it cannot always be regarded as jus- 
tifiable, to determine how far it might be considered so, 
the original cause must be exammed, and strong justify- 
ing proof will be required from a captain who has pur- 
sued such a course. The evidence in this case is all re- 
duced to writing, by the consent of counsel; you will 
have the depositions with you; in examining them, you 
will consider the description of the perscns who are 
the witnesses. In this case, if the jury believe the testi- 
niony of the cook, a shade is cast over the plaintifl's case; 
for if he first struck the mate. It is a material feature in 
the cause; but notwithsUnding, if the jury think the de- 
fendants treated the plaintiff with a degree of severity 
beyond the offence, or more than necessary for the pre- 
station of discipline, and the safety of the vessel, the 
defendants must answer in proportion to the extent in 
which they have ofl^&nded. It is very material to this 
cause, for the juiy to determine who was the original 
sggrvssor; they must gather the truth, as well as they 
ca», from the conflicting testimony. 

Verdict for plaintiff, damages twenty-fitx dollars. 

Counsel for plaintiff, W. W. Haley, Esq. ; for defend- 
ants G. W. Farquahar, Esq.—^ffuroro. 

TRADE OF THE SUSQUEHANNA. 

Four years ago, a gentleman well qualified for the 
task, instituted inquiries for the purpose of ascertaining 
the extent of the descending trade of the Susquehanna. 
The following was the result of the investigation. 

l/nion County sends annually to market a su^^lus of 
about 150,000 busheb of wheat; 2,800 barrels of whis- 
key; 6,000 bushels of clover seed; 200 tons of pork, 
and a small quantity of lumber. 

Northumberland countv spares a surplus of about 190,- 
000 bnahels of wheat; 2,000 barrels of whiskey; 180 
tons of pork; 3,500 bashelsof clover seed and a small 
amount of lumber. 

CWre e^tm/y spares for foreign consuttiption about 



180,000 bushels of wheiit; 6,000 bushels of clover seed; 
1,000 barrels of whiskey. The whole quantity of iron 
manufactured is about 800 tons, from which, if we de- 
duct the home consumption, the balance wUl be a sur- 
plus. 

Lycoming county sends annually to foreign market *- 
bout 100,000 bushels of wheat; 950 barrels of whiskey; 
100 tons of pork, and a large quantity of lumber. 

Clearfield county spares annually about 3,000 busheb 
of wheat; 100 tons of castings and pig iron; 2,000 tons 
of bituminous stone coal, and about 500,000 ft of boards 
and square timber. 

Columbia county exports annually about 100,000bush- 
els of wheat; 3.000 bushels of clover seed; 3,000 bar- 
rels of whiskey; 250 tons of pork and a small amount 
of lumber. 

Luzerne county spwres a surplus annually of about 
190,000 bushels of wheat; 1,000 barrels of pork; 500 
barrels of whiskey and 100,000 bushels ^f anthncite 
coal. 

I have not been able to procure any account of the 
surplus produce of the counties of Bradford and Susque- 
hanna; but the quantity of wheat and lumber is cooa- 
derable. 

Tif^a county spares annually about 10,000 bushels of 
wheat: a considerable quantity of other kinds of grain; 
pork and whiskey, and a large amount of lumber. The 
manufacture of pot and pearl ash has been commenced 
and bids fair to be a source of profit. 

That portion of tlie state of New York, bordering 
upon the Tioga river, spares annually a surplus of about 
100,000 bushels of wheat, and a large quantity of lum- 
ber, &c. 

I am not informed as to the surplus ag^cultural pro- 
ducts of that part of New York, bounding the north 
east branch of the Susquehanna, but know it to be con- 
siderable, and the quantity of lumber immense. During 
the war, we received annually about 12,000 tons df 
plaister, but the quantity is now reduced to 3,000 and 
from 10 to 15,000 barrels of salt. 

In the above account no notice is taken of the agri- 
cultural and other products of the counties of Fen^', 
Mifflin and Huntingdon situate on the Juniata, nor of the 
counties of Cumberland, York« Dauphin, and Lancas- 
ter, a considerable portion of which may be said to be 
on the Susquehanna, and to form a part of, and be deeply 
interested in the Susquehanna trade. 

The above is exclusive of horses, cattle, sheep, hogs, 
butter, cheese, bees wax, maple sugar and a variety rf 
agricultural products. 

RECAPITULATION, 

O 

Union county.... 150,000 6000 2800 blls. 200 T 
Northumberland. 190,000 3500 2000 180 

Centre 180,000 5000 

Lycoming 100,000 950 

Clearfield ,....3,Q00 

Columbia 100,000 3000 3000 250 

Luzerne 90,000 500 lOOO bbl. 

Tioga , 10,000 

823,000 18,500 10,350 

Clearfield county, in addition, furnishes 2000 tons of 
bituminous coaU and 100 tons of castings and pig iron. 

Luzerne furnishes 100,000 bushels of Anthracite c««l. 

It is a fact well known along the river, that the Coal 
Mines of Liueme county are worked much more ex- 
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tensively now, than they were four years agfo. New 
iron works have been erected in Centre and Huntingdon 
counties. We think it fair to estimate the Coal, Pig 
Metal and Bap Iron that descended the Susquehanna last 
spring' as the double of what descended in the year 1824. 
The lumber trade has also very considerably increased^ 
and there is no doubt that this has likewise been the case 
with flour, wheat, clover-seed, whiskey and pork. 

Of the producers of flour, wheat, clover seed, and 
pork) and manufacturers of iron and whiskey, many are 
their own carriers, and rely upon the Spring*' Freshet for 
conveying the above articles to market, the return for 
which is indispensable to meet their engagements at 
l\ome. There are a great number of extensive dealers 
in the above articles, who reside on the north and west 
branches, and to whom a conveyance of their produce 
to market in the spring is alio indispensable to meet 
their engagement^. The situation of those employed 
in getting out Coil and preparipg lumber for market b 
precisely similar. 

Now, we are informed, that the Shamokin Dam can- 
not be passed but at imminent risk by arks and keol bot- 
tom boats, and can only be passed with the greatest dif- 
ficulty by rafts. Our informant mentioned that some 
rafts of lumber, for the bridge at the mouth of the Ju 
niata, passed through the sluice of the Shamokin Dam 
a few days ag^ but were so shattered by the roughness 
of the course, that they were obliged to raft over^ that 
is, to take their rafts apart and put them together anew, 
before they proceeded any further with them. The 
sluice of the^dam at the mouth of the Juniata is suffi- 
ciently rough, even for the descent of rafts, and expe- 
rienced watermen say that loaded keel bottomed boats 
canrioi ascend it — but must sink. 

If our information should turn out to be correct, heavy 
losses must be sustained by the up river people next 
spring. — Ilarr, Chronicle. 

ANNUAL REPORT, 
Of the President and Managers of the Union Canal 

Company of Pennsylvania, to the Stockholders. 

November 18, 1828. 

The period-having arrived when the Board of nyina- 
gersof the Union Canal Company are required to make 
an Annual Report, they feel a high gratification in being 
able to state, that the general result of the first year's 
experience, has been such as to give an increased con- 
fidence in the' practical utility of the Unibn Canal. It is 
destined to be not only the great connecting link be- 
tween the Susquehannah and the Schuylkill, but it 
will realize the most sanguine expectations, both as it 
regards its influence upon the trade of the city, and 
the prosperity of the interior, as well as its profitable- 
ness to the individual Stockholders. 

By a reference to the last Annual Report, it will be 
seen, that tlie board where then engaged ^ in planking 
the summit to the extent of six miles. In the progress 
of this arduous operation, 1,712,638 feet of boards and 
plank* and 232,000 running feet of timber were used. 
It was Qomnienced on the 6th of August, and was com- 
pleted on the 20th of December, making a period of 
four months and fourteen days. On the 28th of Decem- 
ber, a cargo of 20 tons of Susquehannah coal passed 
through the entire Canal, to the port opposite Reading. 
The rapid and efiectual manner with which tlie plank- 
ing was executed, the board ascribe to the talents and 
persevering industry of Williany Lehman, the resident 
engineer. With the opening^ of the spring, the canal 
Was ready for use, and continued in operation, with a 
few short interruptiont^ until late in August, when an 
unusual drought, fogether with the g^reat consumption 
of water which invariably attends the first year's^trial of 
all new canals^ interrupted the navigation for about a 
month, when i^ was restored for a few days, and again 
inteiTupted, from the same causes, for another month. 

The canal is now again in fiill operation, and no doubt 
is entertained of its continuing so, until the period »r- 



rivds when it will be proper to draw the Water from tbo 
summit, for the purpose of making some additions to thiif 
part of the work. 

The resources which are within reach, and which the 
board rely upon to prevent the futtire interruption ol* 
the navigation, are, — 

1. The formation of a new reservoir, of vast capacity, 
in the bed of the Swatara. This work is now under 
contract, and while it will be a reservation of water, 
which can be raised to the summit in a dry season, wilU 
at the same time, be .an extension of the navigation to 
within four miles of extensive coal mines. It will be 
constructed in the manner recommended and described 
by Canvass White, Esq. 

2. Sheathing and raising the sides of the summit, so 
as to pve a perpendicubr depth of five feet four inches, 
which will proiduce an extra quantity of 700 locks full 
upon the summit, where alone a scaiteity is to be appre- 
hended, and which may be used In times of drought, tm 
the depth may be decreased from five feet four incbes, 
to 3 feet 4 inches, without interrupting the navigation. 

3. The formation of three new feeders on ihe east- 
ern section, and raising Hammaker's dam three feet 
eight inches on the western section, which are now 
completed, and will furnish a sufiiciency of water o» 
those leveU below the summit heretofore defective. 

4. The stoppage of such leaks as could not be disco- 
vered without filling the canal, and which could not 
heretofore be stopped without intemipting the trade. 

In addition to the expedients above enumerated, the 
board rely upon a great saving of water hereafter, from 
the experience which has been acquired by the lock- 
tenders, in passing the boats through the locks. 

Among the interesting results of the first year's ex- 
perience, the board will enumerate the following: 

4. Upwards of 18,000 tons have pa^ed through the 
canal since the last spring, although the boats at the 
commencement were only seventeen in number, and the 
outlet locks on the Susquehanna were not finished, 
which occasioned a short portage throughout the entire 
season, between the river and the canal. ' 

2. In consequence of the demonstrations of the trade 
which seeks the canal, about one hundred and fifty 
boats have been built by private enterprise, and are rea^ 
dy for the spring business, and the outlet locks on the 
Susquehanna are now finished. 

3. Although the obstacle of a portage at the west end 
of the canal was encountered, and but few boats were 
ready in the brisk part of the season, and a large por- 
tion of trade had ascended the Susquehanna before the 
canal was opened, yet, the tolls actually received^ 
amount to upwards of 15,000 dolhrs, and in addition, 
about 11,000 dollars have been paid by the Union Canal 
boats to the Schuylkill Navigation Company, making » 
total of 26,000 dollars, derived from (his means of inter- 
course with the Susquehanna. 

' 4. The doubts entertained by some persons^ whether 
an adequate supply of water for the summit can be raised 
by a mechanical power, have been put to rest, and » 
full demonstration made, that the locks which appear 
small to the eye, can pass with the greatest facility boats 
of 25 "tons. 

In addition to the beneficial results above enumerated 
the board will remark, that the opening of » new mar- 
ket by means of the Union Canal, to a portion of the in- 
habitants of the interior, has enabled them to receive 
their plaister, and other articles, at a cheaper rate, has 
given them better prices for all their productions, and 
has convinced them that Philadeyphia can beat supply 
their wants, and is, at the same time, tKtf best purchaser 
of their commodities. 

A statement of the articles which have passed through 
the canal since April last, is annexed to this report. 

The treasurer's account^ showing the sum of 1 1,942 
dollars 67 cents, to be the balance of cash in his hands 
on the 1st instant; is herewith transmitted. 

In the progress of the work, during the two last years. 
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the board found it necessary to nnake ternponiry loi^s, 
fl^m individuals and institutions, to Jiqtiidnte which, 
they adrertised for a further loan of 300,000 dollars, in 
July last, which was subscribed for at a premium of four 
per cent. 

Since the last report damages to the extent of 6,603 
dollars 87 cents have been paid. 

In conclusion, the Doanl will remark, that it is con- 
6dently believed, that the State Canal, which is an ex- 
tension of the Union Canal, and a source of pride to all, 
will be opened in the cotirse of next summer, from Lew- 
istown, on the Juniata, ant' from Northumberland, at 
the confltience of the west and north branches of the 
Susquehanna. These are but parts of the glorious works 
of Ptj^nnsyivania; but these parts alone, without further 
aid, will increase the tolls of the stockholders of the 
Union Canal and the Schuylkill Navigation Company, 
will augment the trade and wealth of Philadelphia, and 
will develope the riches of a largd' portion of our beau- 
tiful country. All of which is respeclfully submitted. 

By order of the Board of Managers. 

SAMUEL MIFFLIN, President. 
Philadelphia, November 18, 1828. 

'file whole amount of tonnage which passed this Ca- 
tial, from the 17th of March 1828, to tlie 1st of Novem- 
ber, was 18,124 tons, as follows: 
7W. Cwt, 

4204 4 Fish, salt and merchandise. 
4167 17 Lumber. 

395 1 Shingles and staves. 
3511 13 Gvpsum. 

354 4 Iron. 
3619 17 Cloversecd, bricks, leather,, cement, butter, 

lard, limolone, flaxseed, soap and nuts. 
1625 19 Flour, wheat, rjfc and^'liiskey. 

245 5 Coal. 

18124 

Upwards of 762 tons have pas^d since Nor. 1. 

jTb ih€ President and Manasers of the Union Canal 
Company of J^hibtdeipkia, 
Oentlemcn — When the plan was proposed, (and 
adopted by the Board,) to supply the summit level of 
the Union Canal from the Swatara, by means of hydraulic 
power, we then calculated that an adequate supply of 
water could be obtained, by constructing reservoirs in 
the mountainous country above the head of the feeders, 
in case thfe Swatara should be diminished by excessive 
droughts below what would be required for the naviga- 
tion, which was proved to be the case this season. 

Experience having demonstrated the necessity of pro- 
curing a further supply of water, it now becomes neces- 
sary to resort to the measure which has been in contem- 
plation for some time^ but deferred on account of not in- 
volving the stockholders in unnecessary expenses; for- 
bad the Swatara. continued to furnish the quantity of 
water found to flow in at the time the water-works 
were projected, no further provision would have been 
Tvecessary. 

The country has heretofore been examined, for the 
tmrpose of ascertaining the practicability of construct- 
in|^ a reservoir, if it stiould be required. The gap in the 
Bhfe Mountain, was found to present a fiivourable site 
for the location of a dam, and has now been fixed upon 
for that object, as the ravine through which the Swatara 
passes at that point, is but about 430 feet wide, with 
roclcy banks. 

The height of the dam is fixed at 40^ feet, 200 feet in 
length, and is to constructed of timber in the form of 
crib^work, filled with stone and covered with pine plank. 
One abutment of the dam will be the solid rock of the 
shore, the other abutment, at the ond of the 200 feet of 
dam, to be of stone, laid in hydraulic cement, and raised 
to the necessary height. The remaining part of the 
dam to fill the ravine, is to be constnictcd by raising a 
mound of eartli, about ten feet higher ^an the top of 



the timber part of the waste wear, and protected on (be 
face by sloping stone walls, filuioe gates are to be pto- 
vided, for drawing off tlie water as may be required. 

Tl>e wood pari of the dam tnay be considered objec- 
tionable, on account of its being exposed to the weitber 
when drawn down, and thereby subject to decay. Thii 
difficulty will be remedied in the peculiar constractim 
of the *dam# by keeping the timber constantly wet, bjt 
supply of water taken from Trout run, which can ctaly 
b^ brought to the point for that purpose. By this ir- 
rangement, no danger need be apprehei^ed from a fail- 
ure of the dam, occasioned by the decay of the timber 
work, for, in addition to the protection by the walef 
from Trout nm, tho reservoir will be replenished by 
every considerable rain, and cause the water to flov 
over the top. 

The valley of the Swatara, has been recfcnthr rt^fxt- 
veyed, and examined; the land is found to be of an infe- 
rior quality for agricultural purposes, altheugb consider- 
^ ably improved. A new stone grist mill and saw nill, a 
distillery, several dwelling-houses and bams, and about 
720 acres of land, will be inundated. 

llie dam will set tho water back above the mootk fd 
Fishing creek, and make a pool above fax buIcs in 
length, perfecting sO much of the navigation of the 
Swatara towards the coal mines. This part of ^e ntfi- 
gption can be so arranged as to be drawn down aboot 
ten feet, without interrupting the passage of boats. 

Some land at the head of the pond, would be lefl ex- 
posed to the actioti of the tun, at such times as the in- 
ter should be drawn down, and perhaps might be pre- 
judicial to the health of the inhabitants residing ato«g 
Its borders; this, however, may be effectually avoided 
by constructing another dam and embankments at a pro* 
per point, of suflicieAt elevation to prevent the bottom 
land from being uncovered with water, thereby doing 
away all possible objection to any unhealthy effects <rf 
thfi reservob; for^o injurious miasmata will be gene- 
rated, if the land is kept constantly under water of sofne 
depth. The timber and brush should be earefuUy re- 
moved throughout the whole of the pond, and a towing 
path constructed along the bank. 

A public road will probably be opened, along the etit 
bank of the pond, which will make a bettef and bdom 
direct routa from the dam to Pine Grove, than the caad 
now travelled. A new road will be required from tbe 
dam, to pass around the bay, occanoned by tbe nvinc 
of Trout run. 

The expense of the work connected with the reser- 
voir, will depend in a great measure on the season and 
the facility of getting tlie necessary quantity of timber 
and plank delivered «t the dam; it has been estittitcd 
at thirty thousand dollars, makieg due allowance for un- 
favourable weather and other contingencies. I ahouM 
recommend, that measures be taken to execute the 
work as speedily as circumstances will penmt. 

The reservoir, when filled, will contain asnpplyfbr 
six months, equ&l to the present demand, which in ail 
probability, is more than will be required at any ftitoro 
period. 
All which is respectfully submitted. 

CANVASS WHITE, Engineer. 
October 37th, 1828. 



CORRECTIONS. 

Our readers are desired to correct a typog^phical er- 
ror which escaped us in our last number, on page 292, 
5th line from the bottom of the first column, 3000 miles 
arc printed instead of 300. 

Mr. Lukens, whose marriage we announced last week, 
in an advertisement, denies the several relationships 
there stated as existing, between himself and his wife, 
and says that, his wifes mother is only niece to a former 
wife- 
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REPCntT 

flvm the Commiltee on Ihiand ^(wigation, ch ihe Deh- 

ware & Raritan Canal, read February 21, 1825. 

Mr. LEHXA2r,froin the committee on inland navigation, 
to whom was referred a communication fi'om the Gover- 
nor of New Jersey, relative to the contempUted canal 
fi'om the Delaware to the Raritan river, made 
siport: 

That the legislature of New Jtrsey, by an act |!>assed 
December SOth, 1824) incorporated a company, who are 
Authorised to make a canal from the Delaware to the 
Raritan, and to supply the canal with water from the riv- 
er Delaware, by means of a navigable feeder, not to be 
less than 30 feet wide and 4 feet deep, to be located near 
the bank of the Delaware, and to be about 25 miles in 
length; provided that the consent of the legislature of 
Pennsylyania should be previously obtained. 

An application is now formally made by the Governor 
of the state of New Jersey, for the concurrence of Penn- 
sylvania, in the proposed pl&n of improvement. 

The committee deem it superfluojis to dilate upon 
the general utility of canal navigation, as a salutary spi- 
rit in its favour now pervades every portion pf the coun- 
tryi nor do they conceive it necessary to seek for con- 
vincing arguments, to show that a canal from the tide of 
the Delaware, to the tide of the Raritan, deserves the 
countenance df Pennsylvania. It is universally conce- 
ded that its completion is demanded by a liberal and en- 
lightened policy. It will be **a great national artery,*' 
forming an important section of an interior water com- 
munication, destined to be tlie greatest on the globe, as 
it will extend from Maine to Florida, and penetrate to 
the shores of the western and northern lakes, and be- 
fore the kpse of many years, through the heart of Penn- 
sylvania to the Ohio, and from thence to the Mississippi, 
and the Gulf of Mexico. 

The wisdom of the legislature of our sister state, who 
has the sovereignty of the soil over which the canid will 
i>ass, has de<iided opon the practicability, and prescribed 
the manner of its Construction: but as a part of the De- 
laware is required for a supply of watery and as this river 
Js'subject, in part, to the jurisdiction of Pennsylvania, 
And the free use of all its waters, is of high importance 
to her best interests, it becomes the duty of the legisla- 
ture to consider the project in all its bearings; and the 
chief point appears to be, the extent to which the navi- 
gation may be injured, and whether the advantages 
which are likely to accrue to oifr own state and to the 
nation, will not more than counterbalance the injury. 

In regard to the probable effect upon the use of the 
Natural channel of the river,- the committee think it prop- 
er to submit the opinions of some eminent engineers, as 
ftirnishing the best lights for the g^dance of the legisla- 
ture. The opinions are here stated at length, as forming 
a part of the explanations upon this interesting subject 
alluded to by the Governor of New Jersey, in his letter 
to the Governor of Pennsyh'ania. 

**The amount of water in the river Delaware, at the 
^miction of the Lehigh, as estimated by Mr. White, in 
the dry season or lowest stage of the river, would pass 
through, an opening 40 feet m width, by 3 feet in height, 
•t the rate of 4 milet per hour. 
Vol. n. 41- 



5,280 ft. 
4 

Seconds, 3,6010 )21,120( 6 ft. pr. secdndi neariy. 
21,600 



120 ft area of opening. 
6 

1^20 cub. feet in one sec 
60 

43,200 d6. inoneimn. 
60 

2,592^000 ^0. irt 1 boor. 

24 



10368000 
5184000 



62208000 do. in 24 hours; 



Lock chamber, 15 by 80, and 8 ft lift. 
15 

400 
80 

1,200 
8 

9,600 tub. ft. per loCk. 

1 .lock and ^ for 1 boat/ 
— ^— if the locks are «c* 

parated 600 feet. 
9,600 
4,800 



14;400 

100 bocttf in' 24 hrs. tnay 

' ■ [pAss* 

1,440,000 c ubic feet of water fof 

lockage. 

The river yields in 24 hours at the 

lowest times, 62,^08,000 cuh. ft* 

Cubic fbet of waiter necesMUy to 
pass 100 boats in 34 hours» 1,440,000 

60,768,000 



By this result, it appears that not more than one /br- 
Hdh part of Oie water of the river will be required td 
feed the Delaware and Raritan canal. 

WM. STRICKLiLND. 

Phihdelphia,Jan,^tfhie25, 



Sib, 



Philadelphia, January 28, 18!35. 



Your letter of the 24th inst. enclosin^f a paper fhxh' 
Mr. Strickland, was received this mormng. In giTiAjg 
my opinion relative to the queries you have done me the 
honor to propose, I roast x^y principaUy on the stat6« 
menta in Mr. Strickland's letter^ relative totbe quantitjr 
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of water aAbrded by the Delaware river, during^ its low- 
est stage, as also the quantity required for lockage in 
the contemplated canal. The deduction of Mr. S. viz. 
**that not more than one fortieth part of the water of the 
river will be required to feed the Delaware and Raritan 
canal," is no doubt correct so far as it relates to the quan- 
tity required for lockage^ But the deduction ought, I 
conceive, to embrace the expense of water by evapora- 
tion, leakage and absorption, on that portion of the ca- 
nal depending exclusively on the Delaware for its sup- 
ply of water. On the supposition that the portion thus 
to be supplied, embraces an extent of twenty five miles, 
1 would accordingly substitute the following estimate 
and ({eduction, instead of that alluded to, viz. 

'•The river yields in 24 hours, at the lowest 

time," . 62,208,000 



"••Cubic feet of water nectssary to pass 100 

boats in 24 hours," 1,440,000 

Expense by evaporation, leakage, &c. on 
25 miles of canal, in 24 hours, 3,600,000 



Total expense of water in cubic feet, daily, 5,040,000 

Hence it appears that about one twelfth part of the 
water afforded by the river, in its lowest stage, will be 
required to supply tlie contemplated canal. 

I have the honor to be. Sir, 
Very respectfully. 

Your most ob*dt. servant, 
^ S. H. LONG, Mqf, U. S. Engineers. 

Floyd S . Bailey, Esq. Thiladelpbia. 

Trey, Jan. 29/A, 1825. 
Flotd S. Bailst« Esq, 
Dear Sir, 

Yours of the 24th, from Philadelphia, came safe to 
hand this day. I have not time nor data to answer your 
queries, but presume I can give such information as will 
be satisfactory. The Erie canal from Alexander's bridge 
to Albany, was filled from the Mohawk, in the iall of 
}822, the length of this part of the canal is about 25 
miles, and has 24 locks, from 7 to 11 feet lifV, the canal 
being new, required much more water than after being 
a short time in operation. No diminution in the river 
was perceptible at the point where the water was taken 
out. A mdl owner, located abont the middle of the 
canal, made par^cular observations at this time on b'ls 
mil? pond, he thinks that his pond was lowered about 
half an inch when the water was first let into the canal, 
but is not positive that the quantity of water taken from 
the Mohawk has made any perceptible difference in the 
quantity which generally flows in that stream. I men- 
tion this circumstance because the mill owner was ap- 
prehensive that a large quantity of water would be ta- 
ken from the river, and of course was more particular 
in his observations. My own observations corroborate 
the above statement. 

My impression is, that the Delaware is much larger 
than the Mohawk, and am therefore of opinion, that no 
injury would be done to the navigation of the Delaware, 
in consequence of taking a supply of water to feed the 
contemplated canal. 

Yours respcctfaHy, 

CANVASS WHITE. . 

Jlban^t Jamtary 3 1st, 1 825v 
Dear Sir — ^We are this day in receipt of your favour 
of the 27th instant, and shall endeavoiu* to g^ve you our 
opinion of the quantity ftnd diminution of the water in the 
Delaware, by taking out a supply for the proposed Ra- 
ritan and Delaware Canal, at some point (probably) 20 
miles above Trenton. 

We must first premise, that we have no such data, as 
would settle this question scientifically, and in short, we 
have neither of us seen the Delaware in a low state of 
the waters^ except at two places, viz* at Trenton and at 



Easton — and we have no other way of coming at results, 
but by comparison with our experience upcm the Mo- 
hawk river. 

* From our observations of a comparison between the 
waters of the Delaware and the Mohawk, at and below 
Schenectady, we come to the conclusion, that they are 
as 4 to 3 in favour of the Delaware. 

At a point 4 miles below Schenectady, in 1633 iatbe 
month of August, we attempted to fill the canal about 
20 miles, when the banks were new and very leaky,and 
for that purpose we took the water fi^m the river, at the 
place above designated. Much speculation existed 
among mill owners on the river, 15 miles below the 
point where we took water out. Afler the most criti- 
cal and particular examination, there are none of tiie 
mill owners, who pretended any variation in the water 
ofthe river exceeding half an inch, and some think •» 
variation was perceivable. 

From this data the result can be applied to the Del»> 
ware river, and the conclusion is, that at no time can the 
waters of the Delaware river be seriously or injurioody 
afiected, by taking a sufficient quantity of water outof 
the river, to supply the proposed Delaware and Raritm 
canal, as the quantity taken can never exceed a fiftieth 
part of the volume passing in the river in its kowctt 
state. 

We are, dear sir, very respectfully, your obedient ser- 
vants, 

BENJAMIN WRIGHT, 
CANVASS WHITE. 
F. S. Bailxt, Esq. - 

Trent&n^ February 1, 1825. 
Dear Sir — ^I received yours of 26th ult. A press of 
bufflness has prevented my attending to your request a» 
soon as I otherwise should have done. 

The i*eport ofthe committee on the subjeet ofthe De- 
laware and Raritan canal, appendix B, (a copy of which 
I herewith transmit,) contains so much ofthe results of 
my level ofthe Delaware, as was deemed necessary for 
the purpose of ascertaining the practicabilitgr of obtaijuof 
a feeder from that source. 1 have not, as yet, made any 
map or profile of the river or level. There has been no 
survey or level made with a view to ascertain the DOff 
praeticabk route for the feeder. I can only say,|jcB€- 
rally, (not however professing to any practical saence 
on the subject, that excepting the rocky base of the 
mountain extending along part of Wellfe' falls, say half 
a mile, the route will be very fifivourable. The most efir 
gible place for taking out the water, I eonceive wiH be 
I at the end of HowelPs falls, provided the sooimit level 
ofthe main canal can be cut down to admit of it, or if 
j that be deemed impracticable, then the mill dam st 
; Bull's island. But in that case, it may l^e deemed ae- 
cessary to commence at the Tumbling-Dam Bock, is 
order to obtain sufficient elevation to pass two creekv 
which put in between Howell's falls and Bull's island.— 
estimate upon this extreme point. But if the first place 
The commissioners you will observe, have founded tbeif 
can be adopted, the expense will be much less, as well 
on account of the decreased difficulty of passing the it- 
vines and valleys as the length of the feeder in the maia 
canal. I should suppose tne saving of lockage would 
go far to compensate the cutting down the sttmmit Ic 
vel. 

As to tfie question, how much will the water m the 
Delaware be reduced by the feeder } — ^It is contemplated, 
I understand, to make the feeder the same size as the 
main canal, say 16 feet in the bottom, and 32 feet on the 
water 11 ne, and 4 feet water, allowing i inches descest 
per mile. The river is about 800 feet wide at coounoa 
low water, and in this section falls at the average rate of 
nearly 4 feet per mile. This will reduce the river nearly 
half an inch. But if any objection b« made on account 
of the navigation, it can only exist at the f alb, where the 
the water descends »t the rate of about 10 £eet to the 
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mile; this th«n will here reduce the water about three' 
tenths or one-third of an inch. 
I am, sir, your friend, &c. 

THOS. GORDON- 
Tn addition to the information contained in the above 
documents, the committee will quote the opinion of the 
United States engineers, contained in a letter to the ca- 
nal commissioners of the state of New Jersey, dated 
October 13, 1824. 

** In this country, (says Messrs. Bernard, Totten, and* 
Sullivan) we have the experience of the Erie canal, as a 
better guide to the quantity of water consumed or em- 
ployed, than the experience of European canals can be 
considered in this climate; whence we conclude, that a 
feeder will be necessary fi*om the Delaware. And we 
are happy to find that this will be practicable without 
encountering any very great difficulty and without any 
ultimate disadvantage to the natural navigation of that 
river, as a branch canal from the feeder may even enter 
the river at Trenton or Lamberton." 

From the foregoing calculations, it appears that there 
is a material difference of opinion, with regard to the 
portion of the waters of the Delaware, which will be 
required for the contemplated canal; and in order to 
guard the interests of Pennsylvania, the committee sub- 
mit to the consideration of the house, a bill which after 
assenting to the request of New Jersey, contains 
beside other provisions, an express condition, that if at 
any time hereafter, it shall appear to the Legislature 
of Pennsylvania that in consequence of the construction 
of the feeder or canal, there is any variation at any time 
in the water of the river, exceeding an inch in depth, 
and that such variation seriously and injuriously affects 
the navigation, the Legislature shall have full power to 
alter or repeal the act, and the privileges granted shall 
cease and determine. 

The above provisions, in the opinion of the committee, 
will at all times compel the canal company, in case the 
navigation is injured, either to improve the natural bed 
of the river, or pass boau through the feeder, upon such 
terms as will be satisfactory to the persons whj are inter- 
ested. 

As a further precaution tp secure faotlity and cheap- 
ness of transportation, firom the beginning of the feeder, 
which will be near Easton, to tide water, the bill re- 
quires that the feeder shall be esteemed a public high- 
way, and not more than one cent per mile, for every 
ton weight of the ascertained lading of any boat, ark, 
craft, or vessel, eng^^ed in the transportation of per- 
sons or commodities from the river Delaware, to the ri- 
ver Raritan, shall be at any time demanded. 

The committee think proper to call the attention of 
the house to the following part of the report of the Unit- 
ed States board of engineers, communicated by Mr. 
Ci^houn, the Secretary of War, to the President on the 
12th inst 

•*Thc co-operation of the board with the commission- 
ers of the state of New Jersey, resulted in a strong con- 
viction of the practicability of a canal communication be- 
tween the Dehiware and the Raritan, by leading the 
water of the former from about twenty-six miles 
above the city of Trenton to the summit ground be- 
tween Trenton and Brunswick; and that the abun- 
dance of the water of the Delaware, will supply a canal 
of dimensions adapted to the Vessels navi.;fating the 
mat rivers and bays of the sea-coast The board are, 
however, of opinion, that previous to fixing the exact 
route of the canal, lines should be run from the vicinity 
ofBordentown across the summit, to the lowest point 
on the Raritan, to which a canal can, with due economy, 
be extended, with a view to avoid as much of the diffi- 
cult tide navigation of the two rivers as possible.** 

Sensible as tlie committee are of the importance of 
the canal as a national work, and of the duty which Penn- 
sylvania owes to the confederacy, they have thought it 
incumbent on them to introduce into the bill a section 
requiring that the location and the dimensions of the 



feeder and canal shall be approved of by a majority of 
the board of engineers of the United States, who shall 
certify that the location and dimensions ai« in their judg- 
ment the best adapted for a canal navigation between 
the tide waters of the Delaware and Raritan rivers. 

Another condition of the act is, that New Jersey shall, 
upon application by the Legislature, authorise Pennsyl- 
vania, or pei-sons acting under her authority, to enter 
upon the river Delaware, at any part or place, and take 
as much water as may be required for the construction 
of canals within any part of the state, provided that the 
water taken out shall not exceed in quantity that which 
is taken out by the Delaware and Raritan canal company, 
but the water to be used by either state, is to be only 
for purposes of navigation. 

For the purpose of facilitating the communication 
between the upper and lower waters of the Delaware, 
the committee have further provided that the navigable 
feeder shall terminate and enter the main canal within ' 
two miles of the tide water. 

With the foregoing conditions and restriction^^ the 
passage of the bill wiU in the opinion of the committee, 
be the means of creating for our citizens, on the upper 
waters of the Delaware, a more easy and commodious 
way of getting to market the productions of their in- 
dustry, and by augmenting the general prosperity of 
our country, it will benefit the commercial metropolis 
of the state, as from her position, Philadelphia, under a 
wise policy, will ever be a great commercial city, and 
the real centre of the manufactures and wealth of the 
Union. The execution of the canal will give employ- 
ment to many of tlie labouring poor, who live in and 
contiguous to our state; it will contribute to maintain 
tlie spirit of activity and improvement; it will more im- 
mfediately advance the pecuniary interests of the mid- 
dle states; it will accord with the expressed wishes of 
New Jersey, and promote the harmony subsisting be- 
tween us and a sister state, and by facilitating the inter- 
course between the most populous and valuable sec- 
tions of the republic, it will increase the energies of the 
people, and strengthen the bands of the Union, the best 
pledges for general happiness and security. 

Under these impressions, which are the result of 
much deliberation, the committee respectfully ask the 
sanction of the I^ouse to the bill annexed to this report. 

REmKISCENCES OF PHILADELPHIA. 

The contemplation, occasionally, by your Reminis- 
cent, of the astonishing increase in population, wealth, 
and splendour, now exhibiting every where throughout 
our beloved city; its lengthened pavements and splen- 
did buildings, very frequently cause a reversion of the 
mind, back, upon the period, when, on Monday morn- 
ingfs in paiiicular, he crept lazily to school, stopping 
here and gazing there, upon the "moving panorama" 
around him. 1 he images of characters then existing in 
the city, and the situation of things, are as palpable as 
was the "air drawn dagfger" of Macbeth, but without the 
horror. They float upon the memory rather as "This- 
tle down moving," or the motes (sometimes mingled and 
convolved) discemible only in the sunbeam. Ere they 
vanish forever, as the curling mist, or the flitting 
ghost at cock-crow, it is intended in this communication 
to collect a variety of them hastily together, in one 
g^oupc, so that those who have a relish for the mpdern 
antique, in by-gone days, may see them 

"Come like shadows, so depart." \ 

An elderly domestic in the Pancoast family, who al- 
ways named himself Me Mo Michael Hans Muckle We- 
der, although moving in an humble sphere, his person 
and character was fsimiliar to every inhabitant. When 
sent on an errand he could hardly proceed a square in 
an hour, being continually surrounded by all sorts of 
people, some viewing him, and listening to him, and 
some Asking him over again, the same question which 
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had been asked a thousand times. Whether thp ^ques- 
tion (repeated) came from the child or the man, be was 
Bure to answer them, every one, with an unbroken 
smile, extending from cheek to cheek, (sans teeth) 
with unwearied patience, idiotic simplicity, and an af- 
fectionate tone of voice. To astonish them, he some- 
times changed his usual amiable appearance and ezpres- 
fion of countenance, to a hideous frown and an awful 
jquint; his two eyes' gazingp at each other, and his long 
tongue hissing like the serpent from between his bone- 
less gums, causing the juvenile spectator to shrink away 
from the hdrrid sight, which was but for a moment — 
then resuming his usual benevolent smiling look, he 
would say, " that's the way to frighten the Indians, so 
it is." He claimed as sweethearts, all the fashionable 
unmarried young belles in the city. He had "fifty hun- 
dred, twenty hundred and sixteen" of them; and when 
^ny of them married, ho was sure to go the next day 
after the wedding, to claim his forfeit, always cheerfully 
given to him, which was an half crown, and a glass of 
punch from the lady's own hand, which, said he, was 
all the same, as though I married her myself. 

A partially deranged el4er]y spectreJooking maiden 
lady, tall and thin, of the Friends persuasion, named 
Leah, was somewhat remarkable from the circumstance, 
that she use.d sometimes to pass the night, wrapped in a 
blanket, between the graves of the Potter's field, (now 
Washington Square,) for the benevolent purpose of 
frightenmg away **thc Doctors." 

Collector Sharp Delany, in the front part of his family 
Tesidence, transacted the whole Custom House business 
of the port of Philadelphia, at the south-east comer of 
Walput and Second street, at present occupied by the 
Delaware Insurance Company. 

George Baynton, a native of the city, was without 
controversy, acknowledged to be the most admirable 
among the fiishionable young gentlemen of his day — 
being of proper age and height, and of most astonishing 
beauty. **The beautiful Fatima," as described by Lady 
Wortley Montague, in her letters from Adrianople, and 
George Baynton, should have been brother and sister. 
Boys and men would turn and gfaze after his splendid 
personal appearance — " many a bright eye fell beneath 
his glance," and followed his receding footsteps with 
looks of admiration. Fame had assigned to hjm all the 
bounties of nature, beyond the reach of art, — and every 
youthful manly grace, accompanied by the fascination 
of the 6erpcnt, towards the devoted fluttering bird. He 
djcji^eased in the Fever. 

The uptown and the downtown boys, at this time, used 
to have, according to the streets^ their regular night- 
battles, with sticks and stones, making the panes of 
jglass to jingle on the pavement occasionally — but the 
appearance of Old Carlisle and the famous West, the 
Constable, would scatter them into all the hiding places, 
peeping out from hole and comer, when the coast was 
clear. Those from the south of Chesnut street, were 
frequently headed by one, whose naval exploits, (since 
that time} in the Mediten-anean, and on the Atlantic 
ocean, have secured to him imperishable fame. Also by 
his faithful friend, and the ardent admirer of the hero 
iintil death— well known since throughout the commu- 
nity for his suavity and exquisitely polished mannqxs, 
unequalled by apy of his nice. Every one knowing him, 
beholding his visage only in his mind. They were the 
Achilles and the Patrocles of the Downtowners. 

The sigpi of the Three Jolly Irishmen, a tavem kept 
at the north-east comer of Raca and Water streets, and 
whose locality ('twas said) was familiar in places across 
the ocean, used to be notorious throughout the city, as 
a primary resort of the ** New Comers," and at times, 
one continued scene and sound of daily riot, and night 
)l>rawl, making it dangerous to meddle with them, even 
by course of law. A little old German watchman, who 
stood in his box hard by, his shoulders bending under 
the pressure of years, and his chin and nose almost in 
^contact — on being foolishly applied to one night, and 



quesiioDed why he did not go and quell the riot there, 
answered as follows — Bless my soul, gentlemen — blc» 
my soul, wass can I do wid dem. 

White sand for floors, being at the time an important 
article of consumption, the Old Sand Man, for the north- 
ern part of the city, was looked for the same as the 
Milkman. For the amusement of his customers, on 
being requested so to do, he would send his hone on- 
ward, the length of the square, then call after him by 
his name, causing the horse, with the load of white sand, 
to turp about and come to him — he trolling the song <£ 
White Sand, ho! — a shilling a bush, soft 'oder* hard ao- 
ney. 

Turkey carpets were spoken of, and only to be seen 
upon the floors of the first families for wealth. Parlour 
floors of very respectable people in business, used to be 
* swept and garnished' every morning with sand nfUd 
through a • sand sieve,' and sometimes smoothed with a 
hair broom, into quaint circles and fancy wreaths, agree- 
ahly to the 'genius for drawing' possessed by the cham- 
bermaid. 

The Old Loganian Library, a one story brick bmld- 
ing, shaped ^ble end fashion in the front, stood aoBtary 
and alone, within a post and rail fence on the west nde 
of Sixth street, midway between Chestnut and Walnut 
streets. Behind the house, and on the grass, the scho- 
lars belonging to tlie Quaker Academy, in Fourth street, 
used to have the regular "set to." Sometimes in the 
grapple, sdler being "brought to the scratch," the fol- 
lowing exclamation might frequently be heard by one 
of the combatants — "Dont tear my shirt— tear my skiB 
— but dont tear my shirt" 

The Northem Liberties, about Camptown and Pcgg's 
Run, used to be in agitation almost every Saturday 
night, by the regular irregular, tavern, rough-and-tum- 
ble smash fighting between the ship-carpenters, from 
Kensington, and the butchers from Spring Garden. The 
public authority not even attempting to hinder them. 

A Bank Note at this time, signed by Thomas Willhig, 
President, and countersigned by a Jong row of hierogly- 
phic, perpendicular hair-strokes, only discoverable by 
the close inspection of microscopic power,, to be the 
name of Tench Francis, the Cashier, was a kind of *Car 
viar to the multitude,' and not to be seen, as now-a-days^ 
in the hands of every one. It used to be viewed as a 
thing totally different from the continental paper mo- 
ney — as something unfathomable and puzzling to the 
brauns of people, in its very nature — it being considered 
as so much cash in gold and silver, to be had in a mo- 
ment. The strength of the paper caused a irf to be 
made, that in its maienai^ it consisted of either silk or 
Russia sheeting; and that thi-ee of the notes twisted to- 
gether would lift a fifly-six pound weight from the 
ground. On trial, the notes broke by the weight; » 
convulsive laughter ensued among the crowd . A con- 
sternation seized the owner of the notes, whether or no, 
by having torn them, he would be able to recover their 
amount from the Primitive National Bank. There were 
three banks ip the thirteen United States, at the time, 
and the Wanking system was spoken of as a great mystei^, 
known only to the "great Financier" Robert Morris, 
and the precious few. The number of banks at present 
distributed throughout the now twenty-four United 
States, being three hundred and sixty-five, the great 
mystery has been proportionably unravelled. 

Persons living towards the DeUvarc, and speaking of 
the house. No. 322 Market street, (then standing by it- 
self) by way of designating the distance, would »y 
"away out at Markoe's." 

Story books for children consisted in Goody Two 
Shoes, Giles Gingerbread, Tom Thumb, Peter Pippin, 
and Robinson Crusoe abridged, all printed and publish- 
ed originally in Saint Paul's Church Yard, London, by 
Carrington Bowles, and re-sold here at six-pence. 

The people being numbered about this time, the po- 
pulation of the pity, in round numbers, was said to be 
above 50,000; whichact of numbering was supposed by 
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many pious, good people, speaking on the subject, 
( (afler it had happened) to be the procuring cause of the 
S judgment of "the Fever** with which tl»e city was af- 
[* terwards afflicted. , Even (said they) as was the judg- 
ment of pestilence upon the Israelites, for numbering 
the people "in David's dme." LANG SYNE. 

[Jmer. Daily Adver. 

Sereral attempts were made to procure an act of in- 
corporation for the city before it was accomplished. On 
the 4th Sept.1783, the following memorial, signed by up- 
wards of 1400 citizens opposed to it, was presented to the 
assembly. It was again revived in 1786; but the act did not 
finally pass until March 1789. To show the g^unds of 
objection to having the city incorporated, we publish 
the Memorial. 

Ih the honourable the Representatives of the Freemen of 
the Staie of Pennsylvania^ the petition of divers free- 
holders and inhabitants of the city and liberties of Phi- 
Midelpfda humbly sheweth.- 

That your petitioners conceive it their greatest hap- 
piness that they cannot be affected in their right of per- 
sonal security, personal liberty, and private property, 
but by the laws and regulations of their representatives 
in general assembly; this privilege they consider as the 
characteristic of freemen, the object of the present re- 
volution, and without which even Pennsylvania would 
be no eligible place of residence. 

The attachment to this mode of government, which 
reason and reflection first suggpested, habit and experi- 
ence has enforced and increased; it is therefore with 
the most unaffected concern that we have observed a 
bill, published in June last, by order of your honorable 
house, entitled "An act to incorporate the inhabitants of 
the city of Philadelphia," which, if enacted into a law, 
would in our apprehension subject us to an aristocratic 
police, in a manner repugnant to the genious and spirit 
of our constitution, and to the manifest abridgement of 
what we estimate as the most invaluable of our rights 
and possessions. 

We beg leave, with all due respect, but with becoming 
freedom, to present to your honourable house our senti- 
ments upon a measure that so nearly conc<^ms us in our 
most essential interests, and the reasons which induce 
us to be of opinion, that such a law is unnecessary, in- 
adequate to the design proposed, that the circumstances 
which gave rise to corporations in Europe do not exist 
bere, and that the history of the present state of Eng- 
land, exemplifies the pernicious consequences which we 
may reasonably expect, should such an institution be es- 
tablished. ' 

The incorporation is unnecessary, because the legisla- 
ture, in whicli several gentlemen from the city are a part, 
will always be possessed of sufficient informations with 
respect to the provisions necessary to be made for the 
convenience and order of the city, the periods of assem- 
bling sufficiently frequent to accommodate the laws to 
itny incidental matters, and to vary as situation alters. — 
The eastern states of this continent afford examples of 
the best regulated towns in the world, who never yet 
entertained an idea that they suffered inconvenience for 
want of an incorporation. 

An incorporation is equally inadequate to the design 
proposed — ^vert to the statutes of Great Britain — every 
incorporated city and borough, while in the full exercise 
of the power of making by-laws, apply to parliament 
for the establishment of every charge on its citizens, for 
a sanction to every improvement in its police; even in 
relation to those particulars which are generally deemed 
to be tl^e more immediate objects of the circumscribed 
legislation of ^ corporation, paving and lighting the 
streets, care of the poor, assize of bread, supply of wa- 
ter, and every other business of the same nature. The 



statues of England for the city of London only, though 
abridged, compose a volume. 

•I'ojustify reasoning by analogy from the instances of 
corporations abroad, in Europe, it must appear that this 
country is now in ihe predicament that Europe was at 
the period of their commencement. On examination it 
will be found, that there is no one circumstance of simi- 
litude—anciently they Were exemptions from the 
domination of the feudal barons, who devoured all the 
profits of the industrious in the country, and generally 
gave a degree of legislative power to those who pre- 
viously had no share in the laws by which they were 
governed, either personally or representation. As much 
as the combination of citizens enjoying corporation im- 
munities may be calculated, even at this day, to relieve 
from the weight of monarchical sway, to the same de- 
gree are they contrary to the equal and common liberty 
which ought to pervade a republic. 

To those who are disposed to profit by the example 
of others, England affords an instructive example of the 
mischievous effects that are experienced from the prac- 
tice of incorporating. Their commercial towns have 
flourished or declined in direct proportion as they have 
been freed from or fettered by incorporations. The 
power of making bye-laws has been constantly pervert- 
ed to illiberal purposes, though restricted by statutes, 
and frequently corrected by the decisions of Westmin- 
ster Hall. Towns previously inconsiderable, left to the 
common government of the counties, have grown to an 
unexpected magnitude; ancient cities, with every ad- 
vantage of situation, have dwindled, under the weight 
of their corporations, to absolute insignificance — the 
corporate powers have been employed, for some time 
past, in little else than regfulating a city feast, or the pa- 
rade of a holyday show, and once in seven years prosti- 
tuting tlieir votes to the minion of some court favour- 
ite. 

But if your petitioners could be reconciled for a mo- 
ment, to the principle of incorporations, they have many 
objections ag;ainst the published bill, some of the most 
weighty they beg leave to mention: — 

This bill introduced on the petition, as we find, of a 
very few of our fellow inhabitants, proposes to alter the 
constitutional mode of appointing justices of the peace 
for the city of Philadelphia, without the previous appli- 
cation of the major part of the freeholders of the same, 
or of any ward therein, contrary to the express words of 
the thii-tieth article of the frame of government, and 
when scarcely a year is wanted till the electors of justices 
of the peace will be called to a new exercise of their 
privilege herein. Your petitioners cannot conceive that 
under the power you possess of g^ranting charters of in- 
corporation, and of constituting towns, borough i and 
cities, and counties, you can take away the rights of the 
freeholders in this particular, nor that of the supreme 
executive branch of its alternative upon their cJioice, 
once in seven years. For if this could be, then under 
colour of incorporating any city or county, the council 
and>the people might, with equal facility, be divested 
of their right to constitute the sheriff, as this last officer 
is essential to a city corporate, which justices of the 
peace are not; Westminster, Winchester, Salisbnry, and 
divers other incorporated cities and towns in England, 
have no justices of peace belonging to the municipal 
body. Lord Holt has observed, that a mayor is not 
therefore a justice of the peace, tliis requiring a special 
grant in the charter. 

We object to the larg;e powers of oyer and terminer, 
unrestrained to offences not capital, in the proposed 
magistracy of the city, denied to the justices of the coun- 
ties. We wish not the peculiar grant of the public 
fines and amerciaments in the city court, creating an in- 
vidious distinction seemingly in favour of the citizens, 
but payable to a body who would not be accountable 
for their p ublic funds. We fear the precedent would be 
soon productive of similar applications from every coun- 
ty within the state; and we the rather object to this, 9a 



Digitized by 



Google 



328 



EXPULSION OF CONGRESS. 



[Decuibk* 



any transfer of fines from the common stock of the com- was much superior in elegance smd finish to tny we have 



monwealth canies with it a diminution of the constitu- 
tional right of the council, in proper cases, to remit or 
mitigate such punishments. Although under the for- 
mer government, all fines went to the gt)vemor*s private 
purse, such a privilege in the late corporation of Phila- 
delphia was much less exceptionable — ^and we think it 
strange that the intended charter, if beneficial to tlie 
people, should be confined to the old city bounds, and 
not extended to the whole town, and all the vicinity that 
may probably hereafter become such— that your petition- 
ers would be distressed if the income and funds of the 
old corporation should be given back again to an aristo- 
cratic common council, who may expend it at their plea- 
sure. This estate is now vested in the wardens of the 
city, who apply it strictly, to the amount of two thou- 
sand pounds per annum, in easement of our taxes for 
the support of a nightly watch and pumps. 

For these and many otl^er objections 6f importance, 
upon which we supplicate the honorable bouse to be 
heard, if necessary at the bar of the house by council, 
we pray that the said bill be totally rejected. And your 
petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray, &c. 

Extract from the Report to the President and Directors of 
the Washington CO. fPenn.J Society, for the promo- 
tion of -,igncuUure 6f Domestic Manufactures. 
(Ck>nc1uded from p. 301.) 

DOXBSTIO MAirOFi^CTVEBD ARTICLES. 

The Cloths, Flannels, Baizes, Carpets, Linens, Bed 
Tilings, Coverlets, Hearth Rugs, Stockings, &c, with 
several beautiful specimens of needle work, were such 
jas to call forth the admiration of every one who beheld 
them, and to furnish evidence, (were evidence wanting) 
of the industiy and taste of the ladies of Washington 
county. Amongst the great variety of household ma- 
nufactures (about 150 in number) nothing appeared to 
excite greater attention than the Sewing Silk; several 
pounds of which were exhibited, made by Mrs. Axtel, 
Rigg^, Bombarger and Quail, and which we have no he- 
sitation in pronouncing equal to any imported silk we 
bavc seen; Whilst on this subject we beg leave to state 
that we observed with much pleasure a young- lady at- 
tending our show, from an adjoining county, dressed in 
most superb silk, of a beautiful mazarine blue color, pro- 
duced from worms fed by her own fair hands during the 
last summer. Your committee would remark that the 
cultivation of the silk worm is very simple, and can be 
introduced among our agricultural pursuits with the 

Seateat facility. It is within the reach of almost every 
•mer. The mulberry g^ows spontaneously and abun- 
dantly, and it requires only the labour of children to ma- 
nage the wonns. 

No science is necessary; the little girls in New Engp- 
land raise them in bams, and produce good silk, and in 
large quantities. 

Single counties, not half so large as ours, are now sell- 
ing Sewing Silk to the amount of several thousand dol- 
lars annually. Your committee were also highly grati- 
fied in viewing a number of beautiful Leghorn and U-imp 
^onne/9~particularly those made by Miss Ewart and 
Miss M'Clelland, the former of whom made upwards of 
eighty dollars, and the latter fifty dollars worth of these 
articles during the last year. Such facts as these speak 
volumes in favour of our protecting system, and prove 
incontestably that if the unnatural advantage which fo- 
reign competition derives from the political depression 
of the labouring classes in Europe, is counterbalanced 
by an adequate importing duty, our home industry and 
skill will be able to manufacture from the products of 
our own soil, a sufficient supply of eloths, cottons, silks 
and bonneti^ without impoverishing our country to pay 
trans-atlantic artisans. 

In'tbe class of manufiictured articles, we think it but 
just to the reputation of Mr. Joseph Huston, as a work- 
man, to mention that the Cabinet Ware shown by him 



seen made here. 

The Plated Ware of Messrs. Hendricks and Morrison, 
and the Edge Tools of Mr. Martin did great credit to 
their skill as mechanics. 

And we would indulge the hope that the praise 90 
justly bestowed on these gentlemen, will prove an in- 
centive to others of our mechanics to exhibit specimens 
of their work. 

Before closing our observations on the vftried produc- 
tions of our county, exhibited on this occasion, wc will 
notice the specimens of Currant and Grape Wine, par- ' 
ticularly that offered by Mrs. Eckert. It was excellent 
of its kind, ^nd a very pleasant and palatable beverage, 
and exhibits in a most favourable point of view her £u 
and industry in its production. 

Your committee have thus attempted to present some 
idea of the exhibition in a brief and condensed fbrm. 
We are fully aware of the very imperfect manner in 
which we have discharged this duty, but we trust the 
board will at once see the impossibili^ of any one com- 
mittee being able to do justice to every difierent de- 
partment. 

No doubt we have omitted much deserving spedal 
notice; but the materials furnished us were such that we 
can do no better. 

We would suggest to the board the propriety of here- 
after requiring from each examining committee a full 
and detailed report of the animals or articles coming 
under their notice. Let them give praise only where 
praise is due. 

Your committee cannot close this report without no- 
ticing (and with pride too) the perfectly good order 
that prevailed throughout the day. 

Notwitlistanding the immense multitude present, not 
one instance of disorder, and scarce one of mto^cation 
was observed. All which is submitted^ &c. 

GEORGE BAIRD, 
THOMAL M'GIFFIN, 
S. WORKMAN, 
JAMES REED, 
JOSEPH RITNER, 
Committee, 

[Jim. Fantier, 



EXPULSION OF CONGRESS FROM PHILADEL- 
PHIA. 

Continued from p. 278. 

J MESSAGE from the President, and the Supreme Exe. 
eutive Council, to the General JSlssembhf. 

GEWTtSSrUH, — 

We think it our duty, to lay before you an account of 
the late disturbances among the soldiery in this state. 

On the 19th day of June, we received the enclosed 
letters from Col. Richard Butler, and William Henry, 
Esq. of Lancaster, and immediately transmitted thiTiii 
by our Delegates to Congress. 

In the conference with the committee appointed os 
these letters, some of them proposed the stopping the 
soldiery from Lancaster by a detachment from the mili- 
tia, to be instantly called out. Wc informed the com- 
mittee that Lieutenant Butler, who brought the bte dis- 
patches, had represented to us, that the soldiers had be- 
haved veiy regularly upon their march — that they said 
they were coming to have their accounts settled— that 
they must then be near the town— and that it was vciy 
improbable a sufficient force could be collected in time 
to intercept them. 

The case appeared so delicate and difficult, that the 
committee themselves seemed to doubt the propriety of 
opposing the soldiers by fvprce, and compelling them to 
return; and one of tliem said, that "in all cases, in which 
he could not determine precisely what to do, it was a 
maxim with him, that tlic better way w^ to do noth- 
ing." 
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On the satne day orders wer6 issued from the War 
Office, that these soldiers should be received into the 
barracks, and supplied with rations. 

On Saturday, the 2l8t of June, a party of thirty armed 
soldiers marched h^m their quarters in the bari-acks, 
and parading" before the State -House- where we were 
then mel in Council, sent up to us by the Secretary, the 
following' Message in writing: 

**Jaaif it please your Excellency^ — 

**WE, the non-commissioned officers and soldiers now , 
in this city, demand of you, and the honorable Council, 
authority to appoint commissioned officers to command 
us, and redress our grievances, which officers to have 
fill! power to adopt such measures as they may judge 
most likely to pnxiupe us justice. You will immediately 
issue such authority, and deliver it to us, or otherwise 
we shall instantly let in those injured soldiers upon you, 
and abide by the consequence. You have only twenty 
minutes to deliberate upon this important matter. The 
officera in general hai'e forsaken us, and refuse to take 
any furthe r command. This we presume you all know. 
We are, in behalf of ourselves and the men, Yours, 
&c. &c." 

The immediate object of this message, the terms in 
which it was expressed, and the further design of the 
insurgents to procure sanction for their future proceed- 
ings, by an authority to be derived from us, detem^ined 
OS unanimously to resolve, that '*the demands contained 
in it shoukl be rejected." 

In the mean time a larger number of soldiers in arms 
advanced, had soon joined their companions, making in 
tbe whole a body of about 300 men of the Pennsylvania 
line, under the direction of Serjeants. They paraded 
ftlso before the State House, a party of 15 or 20 men 
took post in the yard, opposite the south windows of the 
Council Chamber, and centinels were fixed at the doors 
of the State House, but people still kept continually 
going out and coming in without being stopped by 
them. 

We remained in the Council Chamber for more than 
an hour after the receipt of the message before mention- 
ed, and then sent the Secretary to enquire, if that mes- 
sage to the Council was approved by the soldiers in ge- 
neral. He repoi-ted to us, tliat he was answered inso- 
lently by some of the leaders, **it was appro\ ed by them^ 
and that we should soon hear more fi-om them.' 

While these things passed, most of the members of 
Congress assembled, but not in sufficient number to form 
a Congress. That honourable body stood adjourned 
from Friday till the following Monday, Saturday being 
a day of usual recess; but upon the alarm, the members 
were specially summoned by their President to meet, 
and at the place to which the soldiers were moving. — 
For what purpose they were so summoned, we have 
not been inrarmed. 

To these gentlemen the Prewdent of this Board went, 
and communicated the message of the soldiery, and the 
resolution of Council. He then returned to the Coun- 
cil Chamber. No farther measure was decided upon 
till Major General St, Clair came up, and expressed his 
hopes that the soldiers might be prevailed upon to re- 
turn peaceably to their quarters, if Council would con- 
sent to a conference with a committee of either commis- 
sioned or deranged officers, to be appointed by them, 
on the state of their affairs. The President of this 
Board again went to the Congress room, and asked the 
President of Congress, in the presence of several other 
members, if it was agreeable to them that Council should 
hold the conference proposed through General St. Clair. 
He was answered by the President, that they most 
cheerfully agreed to Council's holding such conference^ 
for that he, and the members of congress, had empow- 
ered Gen. St. Clair to settle the matter with the soldiers, 
in such manner as he should judge most proper."' 

• Several members of Congress say, that Gen. St. 
Clair was called into the Congress room, and, as well as 



We assented to the proposal. About three o'clock, 
the members of Congress left the State House. Wc^ 
have heard that their President was stopped for a few 
moments in Chesnut street by some soldiers; but, that 
one of the leading Serjeants coming up, apologized foi^ 
what had hi^pened, reproved the soldiers, and took 
them away. 

We continued in Council till four o'clock, when the 
soldiers were on their return to the barracks. 

l*hat evening Colonel Hamilton and Mr. Elsworth, of 
a committee of congress, called upon the President, and 
read to him a resolutionwhich had been just passed by 
that honorable body. The President then told them, 
he would summon a council to take it into consideration, 
and to confer with the committee the next morning at 
nine o'clock. We met accordingly at the President's 
house, on Sunday, June the 22d, and the following reso- 
lution was read to us by the committee. 

By the United States in Congress assembled^ June 2\s(p 

Hesoloed, That the President and Supreme Executive 
Council of Pennsylvania be informed, that the authority 
of the United States having this day been grossly insult^ 
ed, by the disorderly and menacing appearance of a body 
of armed soldiers about the place m which Congress 
were assembled, and the peace of this city being endan- 
gered by the mutinous disposition of the said troops now 
in the barracks, it is in the opinion of congress necessa- 
ry that effectual measures b^ immediately taken for sup' 
porting the public authority. 

Resolved^ That the committee on a letter from colonel 
Butler, be directed to confer without loss of time with 
the Supreme Executive Council of Pennsylvania, ow 
the practicability of carrying the preceding resolution 
into effect 

The committee then gave ut this ezplarmtion, as tHey 
termed it, of the foregoing resolution— "By ejfteiuai 
measures. Congress mean Ihat the militia of the state b^ 
immediately called forth, in sufficient force to reduce the 
soldiers to olfed^ence, disarm^ and put them in the power of 
Congress." 

We observed that this was indeed a matter of great? 
moment, and to obtain the desired effect, without pro- 
ducing unhappy consequences, must be conducted witb 
much prudence — that to call the militia into service,* 
without an assurance of a sufficient force being imme- 
diately collected, would be an act of irritation thatmi^t 
provoke the soldiery to excesses^ which they otherwise 
might decline— that we would take immediate steps, by 
consulting the colonels of the regfiments of militia, fur 
discovering the disposition of the militia, and the state 
of preparation in which they were; in order to ascertain 
the practicability of adopting the "effectual measures" 
recommended by congress, in such a manner as would 
give a reasonable expectation- of success— that the state- 
magazine was in the hands of the soldiers, and the com- 
missary of military stores had but a very inconsiderable 
quantity of fixed anvnunition in his possessiort<^-that dif- 
ficulties might arise from tbe militia law itself, — that in 
the present situation of affairs, delay was of the great- 
est advantage to us, as the soldisrs were ready to act — 
that they had put themselves in a train of negotSation,. 
which, if properly improved by us, might afford tts op- 
portunity to prepare eveiy thing for reducing them,. and 
to avail ourselves of every circumstance that might oc- 
cur for making proper impressions upon their minds— 
that this was not so much to be considered as an insur- 
rection of citizens of Pennsylvania, as a mutiny of con- 
tinental troops— that if the rest of the army, or a suffi- 
cient part of them, could be relied on, it appeared to ns 

the members can recollect, addressed by the President 
in these words — **Sir, you are empowered by the mem- 
bers of congress here pi-cscnt, to go among the soldiers, 
and take such measures as you shaJl judge most proper^** 
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advisable, that intelligence of this disturbance should be 
immediately dispatched to the commandetMn-chicf, and 
a body of men put in motion towards lliis city — tliatthis 
measure mig-ht in a few ckiys have a verj' favouraljle ef- 
fect upon the soldiers, or, if they should take any rcso- 
l«itiok from despair, on receiving* notice of it, we should 
then b« in a better condition to resist their outrag'cs — 
Knd that we "would immediately make every effort in our 
power to answer the wishes of congress. 

The committee i*eplied, that there was great weight 
in those observations — that prudence required that 
Tncans should bo used for ascertaining" tlie temper of the 
citizens^ and what degree of assurance might be placed 
in their exertions — that tliis should be done with pro- 
found secrecy, to prevent the soldiery from discovering 
what was in agitation — ^tliat if, upon making all the en- 
quiry which might be consistent with tl»e secrecy with 
which this business should be conducted, council should 
not think it practicable to draw forth an adequate force 
I immediately, it would be more advisable, and entirely 
the sense of cong^ss, that none should be drawn forth; 
for cong^ress were determined to proceed by coercion, 
and expected soon to have a force that could be depend- 
ed on— that the array might be relied on, and that prop- 
er representations had been made to the commander m 
chief— that as to the want of ammunition, we might be 
assured, that we could be supplied with any quantity of 
musket and cannon cartridge m fifteen minutes, one of 
the committee having pointed his enquiries to that sub- 
ject, and his information being derived from a person 
whose business it was to know. We then desired that 
the ammunition mentioned by the committee might be 
secured, lest it miglit be discovered and seized by the 
soldiers. The committee agreed to confer with us ag^in 
next morning, and then withdrew.* 

After the committee had withdrawn, we Resolved, 
'Hiat every member of council should use the utmost 
diligence to inform himself, as to tlie practicability of 
collecting a sufficient force immediately to carry tlie re- 
solution of congress into execution, and that the com- 
manding officers of regiments, and captain Morris, of 
the light horse, should be consulted on the subject. 

*• The committee of congress, in their report, have 
fallen into several mistakes by confounding facts and 
sentiments, and representing them as happening or ex- 
pressed at times when they had not happened, or were 
not expressed. These mistakes were owing no doubt 
to the quick succession of circumstances, and the ideas 
that, without noticing dates, in consequence took pos- 
session of the mind. • 

The obvious construction of the first report is, that 
the committee informed council of the letter to congress 
from the board of Serjeants, though not a single mem- 
ber of council, nor th« secretary, has any remembrance 
of its being mentioned by them, nor docs any member 
of council now know what that message was. The ar- 
'gument annexed to it in the repoi't is no more recollect- 
ed. 

The committee say, that council informed them "the 
exertions of the militia were not to be expected from a 
repetition of the insults which had happened." Though 
the council only said, they could not be sure tlmt such 
another insult would produce those exertions. 

In short, to show the extreme inaccuracy with which 
these reports, to be entered upon the minutes of con- 
gress, ami preserved among the archives of the empire, 
have been composed, it is necessary only to attend to 
that part where the committee say, they represented to 
council "that congress would probably continue to pur- 
sue the object of having the soldiers in their power, un- 
less it should be superceded by unequivocal demonstra- 
tions of submission on the part of the mutineers — that 
they had hitherto given no satisfactory evidence of this 
disposition, having lately presented the officers they had 
chosen to represent their g^rievanccs with a formal com- 
missioftin writing, enjoining them if necessary to use 



The next morning, Monday, June 23d, we met in Uie 
council chamber, and the President laid before council 
the following letter: 

Philadelphia, June 23, 1783. 
"Sir,— . 
'*We have the honor to inclose for your Excellency 
and the Council, a copy of the resolutiohs communica^ 
ted in our conference yesterday. IlavilVg then fhlly en- 
tered into all the explanations which were neceisary oa 
the sul^eot, we shall not trouble your Excellency whh^ 
a recapitulation. But as the subject is of a delicate mod 
important nature^ we think it our duty to request the 
determination of the council in writing. We bare the 
hoBor to be, witli perfect respect. 

Your Excelkncy's most obe£ent tervanis, 
A. HAMILTON." 



After considering this letter, and ag^eing to a i 
lution upon it, the committee came in. We begam tho 
conference by saying, that we had used aU the indnsby 
we could the preceding day and that morning, to infomi 
ourselves as to the practicability of collecting a sufficieBl 
force immediately to carry the resolutions of CoDgre» 
into execution in the best manner^ and that all the com- 
manding officers of regiments, except one, had bcett 
consulted by us on the subject— that the result of our 
inquiries on the subject was, that the citizens were im- 
pressed with an opinion of the pacific disposition of thei 
soldiery in the barracks, and that they would be ntift- 
fied with what was just and reasonable— that the officer* 
also declared that it would be very imprudent to aJl 
them into immediate action, under these impreanfNia^ 
and in such a situation. 

We desired the committee would be pleased to con- 
sider the difficulties under which we laboured, in collect- 
ing and employing a sufficient body of men upon such 
an occasion, and that time might be allowed for com- 
municating the proper information, and urging the pro- 
per motives, to bring the minds of our fellow chizeiie 
into a correspondence with tlie views of Congresi^ and 
for preparing them to act — that to make an attempt too 
hastily, for the purpose of executing their resoHitioii, or 
to give assurances that it would be executed, without m 
reasonable persuasion that we should not be mistakeo,' 
would, instead of evidencing our respect for CoDffrea% 
be to betray them — that therefore we should confide in 
the candour of the committee, and in Ae mag^animihr of 
Congress, to put a just construction upon our condiiel 
■^that the soldiei^s had behaved very peaceably nnc^ 
Saturday, had appointed their committee to confer with 
us, and seemed to rely upon the negotiation which tbej 
had been induced to commence, tmth the eoncurrenee of 
the President and the members of Congress themsekeSf who 
had sent General St. Clair to treat with them, and 
which we had agreed to proceed in wiih tke epprobaiim 



compulsory means for redress, athl menacing them with 
death in case of their faihng to execute their views." 

The conference, in which the committee saythe^ 
made this representation, was held according to tbeir 
own report on the twenty third of June. It'began at tO 
o'clock ui th\3 moining. The commission from the mu- 
tineers to the officers bears d^te, and was presented to 
the officers on tliat day, about 8 o'clock in the morning. 
It is highly improbable that the committee should have 
discovered its contents, in the two hours thit irtterrencd 
between'jits being presented, and their meeting the coun- 
cil; and the improbability is increased by thb circum- 
stance, that not a member who was in council knew any 
thing of the commission, nor remembers to have heard 
a single syllable respecting it mentioned by the commit- 
tee during the whole conference The first knowledge 
council had of the commission was on the twenty-fourth, 
when they received the letter from captain Chrystic, and 
that same day they sent ivcopy of it to congress by tbeiv' 
secretary. 



Digitized by 



Google 



1828.] 



EXPULSION OF CONGRESS. 



331 



tmd admee of the President of Congress, and the members 
who had been spoken to on the occasion — that in this state 
of affairs, any movement to collect the militia might be 
regarded by the soldiery as an act of treachery, and un- 
leM it should be rapid and efficient, would at once ex- 
pose Congress, Council, and our fellow citizens — and en- 
danger the city. 

That as to the letter of the committee *< requesting 
the determination of the Council in writing, '^ it appear- 
ed to us an ususual mode of proceeding in conferences 
between committees of Congress and the Council of 
this sta^{ that this mode did not seem to be intended by 
Congresst that if they bad made the request, we should 
ehei^ully have complied with it; if they diould now 
make it, we should not hesitate a moment to comply; 
but we had received a verbal and most important expla- 
nation of the resolution delivered by them, fully connd- 
ing in the honour of those by whom it was gfiven — and 
that if the committee were apprehensive of any mistake, 
they might reduce our antfwer to writing immediately, 
and we would rep«at the setcnd parts of it, to prevent 
any error. 

The committee said^ they were sensible of the diffi- 
culties that occurred — that they did not mean that the 
conference intended between Council and the commit- 
tee of the soldiery shonld.be prevented — that collect- 
iog adequate force in readiness to act would not be in- 
oonastent with this procedure — ^tbat as to the conse- 
auenoe of such an attempt being made, and not imme- 
^tdy succeeding, it M^as suggested, that even small 
bodies of militia might seize certain points, where re- 
sistance could be made until the rest of the citizens 
ihottld come to their aid — that as to our answer, they 
acknowled^d we had through this whole business act- 
ed with great candour towards them, but they conceived 
themselves clearly justifiable in requesting our deter* 
rainatioii in writing, and instanced the case of inferior 
aad accountable officers, who often ask and seldom are 
denied such «n answer — and that the reason was much 
stronger that it should be given to a committee of Con- 
gress. We, having before expressed our sentiments on 
iie other points^ only observed as to the last, that in our 
opinion, the case mentioned did not apply — that it might 
be very proper for responsible officers to ask for an- 
swers in writing, to iustify themselves to their superiors, 
and a generous condescension in the persons from whom 
tkey were solicited would induce them to comply — ^but, 
the committee were a part of the body representing the 
sovereignty of the United States^ and we had the honor 
of representing^ the sovereignty <rf this state^-that con- 
ferences especially, between persons vested with such 
authorities, were mtended to obtain a free and full com- 
■lunioktion of sentiments, without the intervention of 
writing-*-and that no inconvenience 6o\ild be apprehend- 
ed from proceeding in this usual method, as each party 
could rely upon the integfrity of the other. The com- 
niittee withdrew, and the Council rose. . 

In this .unhappy affair we found ourselves extremely 
distressed. On one side, we were urged by the Repre- 
sentatives of the United States, to diraw forth and em- 
ploy the citizens in imn>ediate hostilities against the sol- 
diets( while; on the other luuul, the citizens considered 
them as objects of compasnon, rather than of terror or 
resentment. They eouM not bear to avenge the dignity 
of Congress, aeddentaUy and undesignedly offended, by 
flhedding the blood of men whom they considered as 
having ^ght and suffered for the American cause; and 
perhapi the world mny be disposed to balance the 
charge of impolicy in this conduct, by giving credit for 
the humanity of such behaviour* 

We met again in the evening at the Preudeni's 
noose; and in order to make particular communications, 
we Erected tlie lieutenants of the city and neighbour- 
hood, and Captain Morris of the Kght horse to be con- 
vened to meet us at the State House next morning at 
ten o'clock. 

Accordini^y, oit Tuesday the 24ih, we met in the Aa- 
\ou U* 43 



sembly Room, Colortels Shee, Eyre, Knox, Marsh, Reed; 
Will, Dean, Henry, Coates — Majors Rees, Brown, Cas- 
drop, M*Cullough, Boyd, ^d Panqueke, and CaptaLM 
Morris — only one field officer being absent. 

We laid before these g^ntlenben the message we had 
received on Sstturday from th^ soldiery, and our owol 
resolution thereon, with the resolution of Congress pass- 
ed on that day. We informed them that the committee 
of Congress had in a conference explained the said reso« 
lution by saying, that by the '* effectual measures there- 
in mentioned, Congress meant a call of the militia intd 
actual service, and their exertions in consequence dT 
such a cidl— tfiat there was reason to believe Congrestf 
would remove from this state, unless they should re- 
ceive assurances from us, that they might rely upon the 
effectual measures intended by the said resolution beihr 
immediately taken for suppoi-ting the public authority" 
— ^that as to the watit of ammunition that had been men- 
tioned, the objection was happily removed, we haying 
been assured by one of the coromvttee of Congress, that 
we could be supplied with any qtian^ty of musket and 
cannon cartridge in fifteen minutes. We therefore de- 
sired the officers present to give us their sentiments on 
the practicability of assembling the militia in such m 
manner as might effect the purposes of the resolution 
before mentioned, and also in what manner a guard of 
500 men could be most quickly collected for iihmediate 
defence, to be relieved by the militia, in consequence 
of a call for the service proposed. In the course of thia 
conference, it was asked, whether some kind of negotia- 
tion had not taken place? We mentioned what had 
passed on that head. After some time we retired to the 
Council Chamber. • j 

Soon after we came into the Chamoer, one of the com- 
mittee of Congress enteredi tod informed the President 
that he thought himself bound to g^ve him notice of a 
great mistake that had been committed by the person, 
n-om whom be had received his mtelligence concerning 
the ammunition, that person having, in a late convensM 
tion, told him there were not more than 200 musket 
cartridges to be found. The President took this opportu- 
nity of ag^n desiring that Council might not be precipi- 
tated into measures not adapted to the present circum- 
stances-^at the soldiers ha4 now been quiet for three 
days, and we expected everv hour to hear mm the com- 
mittee. The gentleman said* that no .report in writing' 
had yet been made to Cong^ss, and that for his part he 
should be for taking some time to mftke it, for the rea- 
sons that had been mentioned; 

In <ibout an hour after we had left the officers, we re- 
turned into the Assembly Room to them, and Col. Shee 
speaking for the company, declared it to be their opih-, 
nion — **That it would be imprudent to make any call of 
militia at present, as they were convinced it would be in- 
efiectual^that if the negotiation for settling the disturfo- 
ance should not succeed, and the soldiers should insist 
on. unjust and unreasonable things, or should commit 
any outrage, they would be willing to make all the ex- 
ertions in their power for preserving the peace and sup- 
porting public authority, and would use their Utmost 
influence for dispoung the minds of all under theh'coilli- 
mands, and of their other fellow citizens, to join in sucllf 
measures. 

We then directed, that the officers should have their 
respe6tive commands, as well prepait^ as could be fof' 
action, on the shortest notice, which they promised to 
do; and we ave persuaded that if the occasion for com- 
mencing hostilities had appeared as pressing to the tnih- 
tia as it did to some, they would have acted with the 
same spirit that has jilways distinguished them, when- 
ever in their judgment the objeet claimed their exer- 
tions. 

Before the council adjourned we received the follow- 
ing letter and inclosure from the committee appointed 
by the soldiers: 

Phihdelphia, June 24» 1/83. 

** Sir — Yesterday morning we were waited on sere' 



Digitized by 



Google 



333 



EXPULSION OF CONGUESS* 



[Dl^CtMBlft 



rally by a committee of serjeftnts* who banded to each 
of ua similar appointments, of which the enclosed is 
one. But upon their bein{^ objected to, and refused, as 
inconsistent with the powers granted them, and disho- 
nourable to us, they mad« such concessions relative to 
Us as were satis^toiy, so far as we could take up the 
^usiness^ and they hare confessed their conduct on the 
twenty-first instant to be discunderly, and have pronHsed 
to hand in to us their concessions as soon as possible, 
which we will immediately lay before your Excellency. 
I have the honour to be. 

Your Excellency's most obedient humble servant* 
JAMES CHRYSTIE, 
Capt. 2d Pennsylvania He|pment, 
President of the Committee. 

His Excellency, John Dickinson, Esq. 

F/tthdelphiaBarraclat, June 33, 1783. 

"Sir — You are hereby apf>ointcd by the non-commis- 
noned officers and soWiers in this city, from authority 
which they have from the President of the State and 
General St. Clair, as a member to represent them in 
committee of six comtfiissioned officers. You are to re- 
member that every effi^rt in your power must be exerted 
to bring about the most speedy and ample justice, and 
even to use compulsive measures, should they be found 
necessary, which we declare in the presence of Almighty 
God we will support you in, to the very utmost of our 
power. Should you show a disposition not to do all in 
yours, death is inevitably your fate. 

Signed by order of the Board, 

JAMES BENNET, Secretary. 

Captain James Chrystie." 

^ Council rose, and soon afterwards we received intel- 
ligence that Congress was adjourned, by their Presi- 
dent, to nrteet at Princeton on the Thursday following. 

That evening we met again at the President's liouse, 
upon advice that the soldiers meditated an attack upon 
the £^k. We resolved that a strong guard should be 
hnmediately collected, and so posted as best to secure 
that important object; and as several 6eld officers attend- 
ed, they iF» mediately, and with the greatest alacrity, 
employed tuemselves in the business. The President, 
Vice President, and General Irvine, directed Captain 
Stil^ the commissary of military stores, to try the next 
day -if he could not get some fixetl ammunition out of 
the state magazine, in removing powder that was private 
property. He did, and through the pacific or careless 
disposition of the g^ard of soldiers, gfot out a considera- 
ble quantity, and distributed it as ordered in proper 
pkces. 

lVedne$day, the 25th, we were informed that the sol- 
diers were in a very tumultuous disposition; and that 
there was reason to apprehend it woul<l rise into some 
violence, as their rations would be stoppetl on the Fri- 
day following. We therefore came to the following re- 
solutions: 

In Council, Philadelphia, June 25, 1783. 
Ordered, That the Lieutenant of the city militia, &c. 
bo directed to call forth a g^anl of 100 privates,^ with 
such number of officers as he may tliink proper, as a 
measure indispensably and immediately necessary to 
^secure government from insult, the stale from disturb- 
ance, and the city fi-om injury. Carpenter's Hall is as- 
signed for the place of mettinj^. 

Resoked, That the ditierent officers commanding rp- 
gimeats be reqticsted to hold thtMr rc.sj)cctivc compa- 
nies in immediate readiness for action. It is expected 
also that they will meet this day .is soon as possible, for 
the purposes of determining the places of and signals for 
rendeavoos. A report of their proceeding to be made 
to the President. 

Bcsolved, That the Commissary of military stores be di- 
rected to issue forth such public arms and ammunition, as 
he may now have under his direction, to the mihtia o 



tlie city and liberties, upon appUcation of the dificreftt 
officers commanding regiments. 

. While the clerk was copying these resoluttoBt, Cap' 
tains Chrystie and Symonds, two of the committees of die 
-soldiery, presented to us the three papers enclosed^ 
marked Nos. \, 2, and 3. These being read, it was 
unanimously Resolved, "That Cotmcil will not even 
tak9 the proposals now made by the soldiers into coBii- 
deration, unless they first put themselves under the 
command of their officers, and make full aMl satis&etoiy 
submission to Congress." 

This resolution was then communicated to €aptain» 
Chrystie and Symonds, and they, being inibrmed that it 
was our uaalterable determination, were (Greeted to 
communicate the same as such to the soldiers. 

They assured us this should be immediately done, but 
that the soldiers did not think they offiended C^ongress, 
as their intention on Saturday was onfy to apply to 
Council. They then proceeded to what was and profaa- 
blv would be the temper of the troops upon receiviig' 
this aoswer of Council, and entreated us to take aHthe 
measures that we possibly could for our own safety, aai 
that of the city, as every thing licentious was to be ap- 
prehended. On this intelFigence, Council ordered the 
guard to be increased to 500 privates. 

We then adjourned, and were severally enployed i» 
engaging the militia, and citizens in general, to take 
arms immediately. Our fixed resolntion, insisting on » 
submission to Congress — the call of the militia — tlie ei- 
cellent behaviour of the officers of our line in general — 
the industry and address of Colonel Hampton, m repre^ 
senting to the Serjeants then in town the dangers that 
surrounded them by these operations — and inteHigenco 
-that part of the army was in motion towards this city^- 
with a circumstance that happened very opportunely, 
—threw them into confusion. The circumstance was 
this — a Captain Carberry, deranged, and a Lieutenant 
Sullivan, two of the committee, appointed by the sol- 
diers, and the principal instigators of the distuibance, 
were so much alarmed at the measures taken aod the 
accounts circulated, that they thought proper to ly. 
They first wrote a letter to Mr. William iln^ton, another 
of the Committee, and Adjutant of Col. Uumpton** re- 
giment, in these words: , 

" Consult your own safety, we cannot get to you. 

H. C J.S.'* 

This note, by some mistake, was delivered to Captain 
Chrystie. He' and Capt. Symonds went with it to Cgi. 
Humpton. He and the captains came to the President'i^ 
and brought the Serjeants. At first the constraction 
was doubtful; but in a short time it was judged, thai the 
meaning Was agfreeable to the facts just stated. CoL 
Humpton proposed his going to the barracks m ith the 
Serjeants, who had impeached captain Carberry an(( 
lieutenant Sullivan, and were now in a proper d[ispos^ 
tion to second his measures. He did so, and some citi- 
zens went to assist, by advising the soldiers to behave 
prudently in the present exigency. After some tiroe^ 
they were prevailed upon to leave their arms under a 
guard at the barracks, to come to the President's, and 
hear what he should say to them. They came, and p^ 
raded before his house. He addressed them on the sub- 
ject of their late and present behaviour — inssted on 
their giving a further evidence of their good dispositiony 
and of their dutiful submission to the offended majet^ 
of the United States, by compelling the soldiers lateqr 
arrived from Lancaster to lay down their arms, or begin 
their march for that place, under thec<mimand of their 
officers, at the end of twenty four hours, unless in that 
time those unhappy men should return to a sense of 
their duty. At the conclusion of the address, they were 
ordered to repair to the barracks, under the comniand 
of their officers then present, and behave themselves » 
soldiers ought to do. They instantly obeyed. 

The next day, at twelve o'clock, the soldiers fro« 
Laiicaster submitted, and soon after began tfieir maichy 
for that borough. 
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The PTMident immedmtely communicated accounts of 
these transactions to the President of Cong^ss, in the 
^ three letters inclosed. The papers relating to the sub- 
sequent proceedings are herewith transmitted. 

Thus, Gentlemen, we have hiid before you a fiiithful 
narrative of this affair, composed and examined while 
every circumstance was exactly remembered by us, and 
the secretary will deliver to you the original papers on 
which it is principally founded. Wc have had g^reat dif- 
ficulties to encounter, but have been enabled to pursue 
that tenor of conduct which we have held, by the per- 
fect unanimity that subsisted Among* us through every 
stage of this business. 

We recollected the high trust deposed in us by our 
country. The honor and tranquility of the state, and 
the lives and property of our fellow citizens, were in- 
volved in our deliberations. W e could never consent to 
commit these pledges of the public confidence, some of 
theih so invaluable and revered, to the dangers necessa- 
rily resulting from hasty and violent measures. 

While thus attentive to the interests of tlie state and 
our fellow citizens, we hare cheerfidly exposed ourselves 
to every hazard that could arise from a firmness of oppo- 
sition to the demands of a mutinous soldiei^. We daily 
and regularly assembled in the council chamber in our 
usual msnner, and detertoinately rejected every propo- 
sal inconsistent with our characters and the public good. 
It is true, we have been insulted; but the follies or the 
faults of others cannot diminish the dignity of those who 
take care not to impail* it by any unworthy actions of 
'riieir own. 

Upon the whole, with grateful acltnowltdgements to 
the Divine goodness, we sincerely rejoice that such a 
disturbance was quieted, without our making a single 
improper concession, and without costing the life of one 
citizen of Pennsylvania. 

JOHN DICl^INSON. 

Council Chamber, Phibi. 
August 19^ 1783. 

HOUSE OF REFUGE. 

Extract from 'the charge of the Hon. Chief Justice Gib- 
so.n, to the Grand Jury of the Court of Oyer and Ter- 
miner, at the opening of that Court on Monday lait. 

In conclusion, Gentlemen, let me invito your attention 
to a matter which, though not within the range of your 
ioiinediatc duties, is yet intin>ately connected with the 
Administration * of thb crinunal laws. I allude to the 
House of Refuge, in the environs of your city. My own 
attention has been drawn to this object, by two address- 
/es of the Managers, which came to my hand only last 
night, and consequently too late to enable me to put 
the subject before you in a light as favourable as it me- 
rits. The documents, however, will be submitted to 
you, and these will enable you to become sufficiently 
acquainted with iu details. You will perceive that the 
principal design is to provide a place of confinement 
for juvenile ottenders, where, separated from the society 
of common felons, they may be subjected to a course of 
treatment, calculated to bring them all back to the paths 
of indust^ and virtue; the want of which is acknow- 
ledged by every one conversant with the transactions of 
our criminal Courts. No part of our duty is attended 
with mor&distreMing considerations, tbaq the sentencing 
of this class of offenders. Vengeance is not the object 
of the law. To reform, and deler, are exchisively the k- 
^imate jmrpoics of every criminal code; and when nei- 
ther of tnese » to be accomplished, the infliction of pun- 
ishment produces nothing but a useless addition to the 
sura of human tuffering. For the restoration of those 
vlio have grown up in iniquity, my experience leads 
TM to conclude that nothing can be done; their case is 
hopeless, and the efforts of society must be limited to 
peftsurea of self defence, by restraining their pertom, 



on terms, as economical and consistent with humanity as 
circumstances will permit. But the case of the youth- 
ful offender b attended with symptoms infinitely more 
encouraging. Youth is the season for the formation of 
habits; and to stop the current of vice, it is necessary to 
mount to its source. That much may be effected by a 
judicious course of treatment is conclusively proved by 
the experience of a kindred institution in New York. 
It would perhaps be presumptuous to affirm that such 
a coiu^e will be successful in every instance, but it would 
be consolatory to know that our interference will not 
necessarily make matters worse, and that chastisement is 
inflicted as much for the benefit of the culprit as of so- 
ciety. 1'hese considerations frequently press painfully 
on the mind, during the concluding act of our official 
duty, in the consciousness that we are sentencing « 
youth, not merely to the penitentiary but to peixii&n, 
and thus putting beyond the reach of*^ hope, a case not 
otherwise desperate. The institution, as it at present 
exists, is on a scale much too limited for' the purpote. 
Although incorpmated, it is, I believe, the offspring of 
individual munificence, and legislative patronage, and a 
further appeal to these sources may become necessary, 
1 have therefore taken occasion to introduce the subject 
to your notice, with a view to the advantage which the 
institution would indispensably derive, from your coun- 
tenance, should } ou deem its concerns a fit subject fof 
a report, or presentment" 

C(^t/ of a Presentment cf the Grand Jury, made to the 

Court of Oyer ^ Terminer, on the 26th of November. 

1828. 

The Grand Inquest of the Commonwealdi of Penn- 
sylvania, inquiring for the City jwid County of Philadel- 
phia, find great pleasure in presenting *^rh$ House of 
^«/«^" as an object highly deserving the consideratioa 
of this community. 

This Institution was incorpon^ted by an act of assem- 
bly, passed the 23d of Mai-ch, 1826. A building was 
commenced and is now nearly ready to receive the ob- 
jects, for whose reformation it has been established. 

Few charities, as the Grand Iiiquest believe, hare 
higher claims on the public; and few, perhaps, will, b« 
more permanently useful. 

Here the misguided and neglected, rather than guilty v 
child, will fiiKl sn abode, where religious and moral prin- 
ciples, and industrious habits will be inculcated — where 
virtue will be cherished, and vice repressed. When 
the pupil leaves the Institution, it is to be hoped, he wi)l 
go forth into the world, with such pi character for honesr 
ty and integrity, as may lead the virtuous portion of so- 
ciety to receive him among them. Instead of being a 
weight on the community, supported either in our jails 
or alms houses, he will be eniwled to bear his part of 
the public burthens. 

It is a melancholy fact, that in our prisons, refhrmaiion 
is almost hopeless. The youth who enters their walls, 
comparatively innocent, soon becomes an adept in every 
species of crime, and hardened in guilt. On his' dis- 
charge, with a ruined character, and, often without the 
means of suppoi't, he finds himself ^voided by the good, 
and tempted by the wicke^; and soon plunges iigain iiito 
a career of vice, which terminates in his destruction. 

Far different will be the fate of the inmate^ of th« 
House of Refuge, where, from the experience derived 
from the London and New York Institutions, we may 
safely calculate, that the larger proportion will be saved^ 

We trust that an Institution to deserving, will be sus- 
tained by the liberal support of an enlightened and be- . 
nevolent public. 

Philadelphia^ Nov. 26, 1828. 
Signed SAMUEL RICHARDS, 

Foreman. 
SAML. F. BRADFORD, 
F. VAN8ANT, 

^ CHARLES FINNEY, 

CiEORGP M'CALLMONT, 
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PROGRESS OE LITERATURE IN PENNSYL- 
VANIA.— No. II.» 

From the Philadelphia Monihhf Magazine, for December. 

In Graydon's xnemoin of his own life, we find an 
amusing^ account of John Beveridge, who was appointed 
in 1758, professor of languages in the College and Aca- 
demy of Philadelphia. He appears to have been well 
versed in the branches which he professed to teach; but 
his acquirements extended very little farther, and his 
total ignorance of the ways of the world, disqualified 
him for the management of a school on so large a scale. 
From Barton's life of Rittenhouse, we learn that he ori- 
ginally taught a grammar school in Edinburgh, under 
the patronage of the celebrated Ruddiman. While in 
that situiition, he taught Latin to Thomas Blacklock, the 
blind poet; and it was durinr this time that Blacklock 
wroto liis fine paraphrase of the 104th psalm, which Be- 
reridge afterwards rendered into Latm. In 1765, our 
author published by subscription, in Philadelphia, a col- 
lection of Latin poems, entitled JSpistobe et aUa quwdam 
tnitcelkmea^ which for the most part are written with 
great purity, though it must be allowed that the reader 
seldom feels the warmth of the author's poetic fire, or 
is daziled by the vividness of his imagery. The time of 
his death hais hot been recorded. 

Thomas Godfrev, the son of the inventor of the sea- 
quadrant, ^of which Hadley for a time enjoyed the repu- 
tation, was born in Philadelphia in 1736. He possessed 
in no ordinary degree, the germ of true poetry. Among 
bis earl^ acquaintances were Francis Hopkinson, and 
Benjamm West, the distinguished artist After the 
death of his father, which took place when our poet 
was veiy young, he learnt the business of watch-mak- 
ing, ana during his apprenticeship, wrote poetry for the 
American Mag^ine. Most of his contributions were 
highly commended by the editor of that now forgotten 
work. In 1758, Dr. Smith obtained him a lieutenant's 
commission in the; Pennsylvania forces, which the go- 
vernment was then raismg for the expedition against 
Fort Du Quesne, in which situation he continued until 
the campaign was over, and the troops disbanded. In 
Augfust of this year, he wrote a poetical epistle fit>m 
Fort Henry, which, though not as poetical as that of Am- 
brose Phillips from Copenhagen, is a favourable speci- 
men of our author's versification, and valuable, as it 
contains a striking picture, and perhaps the only one 
preserved, of the deep distress that overwhelmed the 
frontier settlements, when every field was stained with 
the blood of its owner,* shed by the hands of unsparing 
salvages. 

"Here no enchanting prpspept yields delight. 
But darksome forests intercept the sight; 
Here,- fill'd with dread, the trembling peasants go. 
And start with terror at each noddin^^ bought 
Nor as they trace the gloomy way along. 
Dare ask the influence of a cheering song. 

* * If in this wild a pleasing spot we meet, 

In happier times some humble swain's retreat; 

Where once with joy he saw the prateful soil. 

Yield a luxuriant harvest to his toil. 

[Blest with content, enjoyed his solitude. 

And knew his pleasures, though of manners rude;] 

The lonely prospect strikes a secret dread. 

While round the nivag'd cot we silent tread» 

• ^ec Register, vol. II. p. 270. 



Whose owner fell beneath th« savage band. 
Or roves a captive on some hostile land. 
While the rich fields with Ceres' blesnngs itor'd, 
Grieve for their slaughter'd, or their absent lord.'- 

In the spring of 1759 he settled as a fiu:tor in Nortk 
Carolina, where he finished his tragedy, entitled Tie 
Prince ofParthia, the first drama known to have bees 
written on this side of the Atlantic. It is. ill thfng» 
considered, an astonishing production. He was but 
twenty-two years of age at this time — ^a partially edu- 
cated youth, whose pursuits were calculated rather to 
suppress than to foster poetic feelings; yet he ventured 
into the most arduous walk of literatufe, perhaps eren 
without having heard of the rules of Horace, or tbeSt»- 
gyrite, and it is curious to observe how surpriaugiy bii 
vigorous genius has sustained him in this undertaking' 
Impatient to have his tragedy performed, he forwirded 
it to Philadelphia in November, 1759, without him% 
revised it with sufficient care for the press, audit b»i 
been printed with all its original inaccuracies. It baa 
never been represented, but might be adapted totbe 
stage without any material alteration. Mr. Godfrey ^^ 
mamed in North Carolina three years, when, on ibe 
death of his employer, he returned to Philadclpbia, 
whence he sailed as a supercar^ to New Proridence; 
and a few months after he revisited North CaroliM» 
where dcath'suddenly terminated his wanderings, on the 
3d of August 1763, in the 27th year of his age. Hehti 
been highly extolled for the mildness of his disposition 
warmth of heart, and unwavering fiiendship. His ptf^ 
son was inclined to corpulency. Among the earii«t 
attempU of West's pencil, is a portrait of this p«<t» 
which, it must be admitted, is indicative of neilho^ 
lent in the artist, nor in the person delineated. T1)« 
best of Mr. Godfrey's writings is decidedly the Ctm V 
Fancy, a poem* of five hundred lines, first pub^**^ JJ 
1762. There are passages in this poem that wouW not 
derogate from the reputation of the nervousand hajinoiB- 
ous Pope, and indeed, its author had the Temple of W 
in view at the time of its composition. Aflerdescnbuijf « 
highly poetic language the temple of Fancy, m V^ 
the following description of Fancy herself: 

f ♦ Hiph in the midst, rais'd on her rolling thwnei 
SubUmely eminent bright Fancy shone: , 
A glitt'ring tiara her temples bound. 
Rich set with splirkling rubies all around, 
Her azure eyes rolled with majestic grace, 
And youth eternal bloom'd upon her ftcc. 
A radiant bough, ensign of her command. 
Of polish'd gold, waved in her lilly hand; 
The same the sybil to Eneas gave, 
When the bold Trojan cross'd the Stygian wire. 
In silver traces fix'd unto her car, , 
Four snowy swans, proud of th' imperial ftifi 
Wing'd lightly on, each in gay beauty drest, 
Smooth'd the sof^ plumage that adom'dher tee*** 
Sacred to her the lucent chariot drew. 
Or whether wildly through the air she flew, 
Or whether to the dreary shades of night, ^j.. 
Oppress'd with gloom, she downwards bent beriupi 
Or, proud, aspuing, sought the blest «bodcij. 
And boldly shot among Uie assembled godt. 



There isn^uch propriety in this description. *'• j, 
frey's poems were published '^^^^^'^^^^.^^^ 
a quarto volume of 223 pages, preceded ^yV^ 
review from the pen of Dr. Smith, and ^^^^^^ 
sketch of the jmthor by hU.fnend, *nd brotnor j- 
Nathaniel Evaps. , -j^ \^ 

Evans was a man of talents, enidition^ind P^'^ 
no poet Ho wrote sensibly and *»!*^^'rtW 
had he liyed in England, P««*»^y ^ 1!^? w?*^ 
have found a place in some of those ^^^^^Jgisii 
porifip collections, entitled the British F*^"V. ^ 
a destiny would not have made ^^^^i^^i0^ 
many names might be referred to, 9M peW"P* 
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tuneful tribe, who are indebted for such distinction, to 
this circumstftnce alone. Mr. Evans was bom in Phila- 
<felpbia, on the 8th of June, 1742, and spent about six 
years at Ae Academy, which he entered shortly after it 
was first opened, and before the commencement of the 
,€olleg^te part of the institution. He left the Academy 
to serve an apprenticeship in a merchant's counthig- 
house, at the expiration of which he returned to the col- 
lege, and applied himself to the study of philosophy and 
the sciences, until the commencement in May, 1765, 
when, in consideration of his uncommon merit, he was 
cojnplimented with a diploma for the degree of master 
o^aru, althoueh he had not previously taken the bache- 
lor's degree, m consec^ence of the above mentioned in- 
terruption of his studies. He now embarked for Eng- 
land, and was admitted into holy orders by Dr. Terrick, 
Lord Bishop of London, and again returned to Philadel- 
phia, where he landed in December of the same year. 
He immediately entered upon his pastoral duties in 
Gloucester county. New Jersey, which had been assign- 
ed to him, and died two years afterwards, in the 26ih 
year of his age. He b described as having been an ami- 
cable , enlightened, and pious man. His writings wera 
collected by Dr. Smith, and published in a small volume 
in 1772. The principal poem of oifir author is, " M 
Ode on the Prospect of Feaee^" dated 1761. His invoca- 
tion to the muse is modest and unassuming: 

" If thou from Albion's sea-girt shore, 
Advent'rous muse, will deign to rove, 

IncRn'd remotest realms t' explore 
And soothe the savage breast to love. 

Hither wave thy wand'ring pinion. 

Here be fixed thy last dominion." 

In the same ode, speaking of the verse of Pindar, as 
<be Romans had but one word for poet a.nd prophet, he 
diMumes the gift of prophecy, and exclaims: 

*« To iuch may Delaware, majestic flood. 

Lend from nis flowery banks a ravish *d earj 
Such notes as ma;^ delist the wise and g^od. 

Or saints celestial noay induce to hear! 
For if the muse can aught of time descry. 

Such notes shall sound thy crystal waves along, 
Thy cities fair with glorious Athens rise. 

Nor pure U^sus boast a nobler song." 

Already the city fair, on the banks of the DeUw^re, 
has been denominated the Athens of America; but the 
reit of the prophecy remains to be fulfilled. The re- 
turn of peace, after the desolation and horrors of war is 
thus happily described: 

** When Eurus charged with livid clouds, 

Scours o'er old ocean's wild domain. 
And iftoreas rends the vessel's shrouds. 

And o'er her swells the raging main; 
If lighter breezes should succeed. 

And Iris sweet of varied hue, 
Lift o'er the main her beamy head, 

What raptures fill the marine crew! 

**Thiis when Bellona, ruthless maid. 

Her empire through the world has spread, 
And death his flag has proud display'd, 

O'er legions that in battle bled; 
tf peace, oedeck'd with olive robe, 

(Resplendent nymph, sweet g^est of Heaven,) 
Transfuse her balm around the globe, 

A theme of joy to man is given." 

Prefixed to Godfrey's poems is an eleg^ to the memo- 

S^ of that author, which cannot be denied the n^erit of 
owing in harmonious numbsrs. It was written by John 
Green, a portrait painter, and an early friend of God- 
frey, who alludes to him in the following lines, which 
occur in his poem entitled A Night Piece. 



'* What hand can picture forth the solemn scene. 
The dcep'ning shade and glimrn'rinsj light! 

How much above the expressive art of Green, 
Are the dim beauties of the dewy night!" 



Harbisbuboh*, Dec. 4. 
GOVERNOR'S MESSAGE. 

This day at 12 o'clock, the Governor transmitted to 
the Genei-al Assembly, by the Secretary of the Com* 
monwealth, the following 

MESSAGE. 
Fellow Citizens: 

Again I have the gratification to address the assem- 
bled Representatives of the people, and to congi-Atulate 
the^ and our common constituents, on the general 
prosperitj^, peace and happiness, which overspread our 
country. The general condition of our own state, that 
which more immediately engages our attention, is con- 
siderably improved. The demand for the produce of 
our farms, and the consequent rise in the price, is sensi- 
bly and advantageously telt throughout the common- 
wealth. The unsettled state of Uie governments of 
Mexico, and of the more southern republics, and the 
probable spread of the war in Europe, hold out a pros- 
pect that our agricultural productions will continue to 
command a high price, and our shipwrights will be ac- 
tively engfaged in constructing vessels, not only to carry 
our own commodities to market, but to do some of the 
carrying trade for the belligerents. To this prosperous 
and promising state of things, we have the gratification 
to add, that our manufacturing establishments greatly 
increase, and are in successful operation. Another, and 
an inexhaustible source of wesdth to Pennsylvania, is 
steadily displaying itself in the immense beds of supe- 
rior coal, which are furnishing our own citizens, and 
those of other states, with a most excellent and econom- 
ical fuel. 

We cannot survey this Increase of business, without 
congratulating ourselves on the wisdom and foresight of 
those who have improved our highways, and made large 
appropriations of the public money to ensure to Penn- 
sylvania, by canals, the cheapest and most rapid mode 
of transporting our produce, o\ir manufactures and mi- 
nerals, to wherever they shall be most in demand. 
Aware of the anxious interest which is felt to know the 
state of those public works, I cannot deny myself the 
satis&ction, in some particulars, briefly to touch upon 
their present condition, so far as I have, on inquiry, been 
able to ascertain it It will, in detail, be submitted in 
the report of the canal commissioners. 

The Pennsylvania line of canals, embraces nine divi- 
^ons, all of which have been extensively worked upon. 
1. The eastern division, extending from the month of 
Swatara, to that of the Juniata, is 24 miles. The whole 
of this, it is eonfidently expected, will be navigable 
next spring. The only part of it not now completed, ^ 
is believed to be a mile at the upper end, which has 
been added to the line as originally located. 2. llie 
western division, extending from Pittsburgh to the 
mouth of the Kiskeminetas, thirty miles, and from the 
mouth of the Kiskeminetas, fifty miles to Bbursville, 
is represented as finished, as are also the aqueduct 
over the Allegheny, at the mouth of the Kiskemi- 
netas, and the out-let lock at Allegheny town* — 
3. The Susquehanna division, fVpm the mouth of the 
Juniata to Northumberland, is 40 miles. The dam 
across the Susquehanna at Shamokin is finished, and the 
other work in such a state of forwardness, that it is ex- 
pected it will be navigable in the latter end of the next 
summer, or early in the fiiU. 4. The Juniata division 
extends 45 miles from the mouth of the Juniata to Lew- 
istown; this extent will be completed about the same 
time ^ the Susquehanna division. A new section, ex- 
tending from Lewistown to Huntingdon, 45 miles, has 
been recently contracted for, and will probably be com- 
pleted in two years. 5. The Conemaiigh division of 28 
miles, from Buursville to the portage over the Alleghenv 
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mountain, will be completed about the period when the 
Huntingdon line will be finished. 6. The French creek 
feeder, from Bemis* mill to Gonneaut outlet, nine miles, 
is on the eve of completion: from Conneaut outlet to 
Conneaut summit, will requii*e anpther year. 7. The 
Delaware division, from Bristol to Easton, a distance of 
about 60 miles, is not expected to be navigable the whole 
route before the fall of 1830. 8. 1 he North Branch di- 
vision of 45 miles, between Nortluimbcrland and Nanti- 
coke fiiills, is progfrcssing- rapidly, and is calculated to be 
finished early in 1830. 9. The West Bi-anch division 
extends 23 miles, from Northumberland to Muncey rip- 
ples, is advancing rapidly, and is expected to be fiijiish- 
ed in all the next year. The general result appears to 
be, that the state has now under contract 409 miles of 
canal; of which 113 miles may be considered as finish- 
ed — 103 miles are more than two tliirds finished, and 
the remaining 193 mijes are under contract, and little 
more than begun. 

The act passed April 1, 1826, entitled, an act authoriz- 
ing a loan by tlie commonwealth, for the construction of 
,the Pennsylvania canal, empowers the commissioners of 
the Sinking Fund, with the approbation of the Gover- 
nor, to reimburse the principal at such time or times, as 
they shall deem expedient Fifty thousand dollars bor- 
rowed from the Harrisburg bank, and twenty-five thou- 
sand borrowed from the Eastoi) bank, might with safety 
tmve been paid, and leave a balance of $114,815 46^ in 
the state treasury on the first of December, 1828. As, 
however, there are no commissioners of tlie Sinking 
Fund, the Governordid not consider himself authorised 
to repay the $75,000 without an act of the legislature. 
If the General Assembly shall think proper to authorise 
a loan for the year 1829, equal in amount to the sum 
borrowed last year, there would^ probably, be a balance 
in the state treasury on the first December 1829, of 
$145,600, after hating discharged all the expenses of 
the civil government, of the militia, of pensions, g^tui- 
ties, interests on loans, and other engagements. 

The loan of two millions of dollars, authorised by the 
3^ct of March 24th, 1828, was taken by the Bank of Penn- 
sylvania, but i)ot on tei-ms so favoumble to the gt)vem- 
ment as the loan of 1827. The particulara shall be laid 
before the legislature. The loan of 1828, will be ex- 
hausted in the month of December, when funds will 
be required to meet the obligations sntered into, and 
contracts made under existing acts of the legislature. — 
1 he rapidity with which the great public works pro- 
gress, requires large sums of money, and calls upon the 
General Assembly to make prompt provision for the 
public wants. This state of things will naturally sug- 
gest, whether prudence does not require that the works 
already determined upon and contracted for, should be 
finished before any others shall be commenced. Pur- 
suing this course, the commonwealth might expect to 
feceive such sums of tolls, &c. as would relieve her from 
the burden of inters, and enable her to complete any 
further improvements she mightthink necessary^ without 
in any manner compromitting the credit of retarding the 
prosperity of the state. 

The mighty works and consequent great expenditures 
undertaken by the state, cannot induce me to forbear 
again calling the attention to the subject of public edu- 
cation. To devise means for tl»e establisliment of a fund, 
and the adoption^ of a plan, by which tlie blessings of 
the more necessary branches of education, should be 
conferred on every family within our borders, wotild be 
every way worthy' the legislature of Pennsylvania; an 
attention to tliis subject, at this time, would seem to be 
peculiarly demanded by the increased number of chil- 
dren and young persons who are employed in manufac- 
tories. It would be desirable for the employers and pa- 
rents as well as children, tJiat the matter bhould early 
engage the attention, and be early acted upon by the 
legislature, inasmuch as it will be easier in the infancy 
of manufactories, to adopt and enforce a liberal system, 
than it would be to establish such a system when thou 



sands more children shall be employed than are at this 
time. The establishment of such principles, would not 
only have the happiest effects in cultivating the minds, 
but invigorating the physical constitutions of the young. 
What nobler incentive can present itself to the mind of 
a republican legislator, than a hope that his labour shall 
be rewarded by insuring to his country, a race of hu- 
man beings, healthy, and of vigorous constitutions, and 
of minds more generally improved, than fall to the loC 
of any considerable portion Ol ihe human family. 

■\Vhcn the very important report made by the Commis- 
sioners appointed on the Penal Code, was laid on the 
table at the last ses*i,on, it was not found possible to be- 
stow upon it that deliberate consideration to which its 
great importance entitled it. The number of copies of 
the report which were printed and. distributed, and the 
deep and general interest excited, has secured to it thai 
consideration which it is hoped has prepared you to en- 
ter upon its examination with all that diligence and anx- 
iety which properly belong to an inquiry which includes 
not only the Penal' Code, but the mode of treating t 
class of men, who are, unfortunately, too numerous for 
the peace and security of society. 

It lias not been usual, in U»is commonwealth, to hold 
extra sessions of the General Assembly, nor should they 
be held but on extraordinary and urgent occasions — 
When, however, the great mass of current business 
wliich, of necessity, is annually brought before and dcted 
upon by the legislature of this great state and the time 
thus consumed are considered, it may merit the attention 
of this Assembly to consider how far duty would requii* 
that a special session should be held for the sole and ex- 
press purpose of legislating upon the voluminous and 
important report which now lies on your desks unacted 
upon. Under circumstances not very dissimilar, the 
legislature of New York have held two extra sessions iw 
tlie last two yeai-s, and I dwibt not, with much benefit 
to their constituents. Of such a measure you, gentle- 
men, are the best as you are the constitutional judges; 
I have, however, thought that on a subject of such mag- 
nitude, and bearing so heavily and extensively on the 
happiness and safety of all, and on the treatment, and, if 
possible, reformation of those who may subject them- 
selves to the pains and penalties of the laws, that it 
would be strictly within my constitutional limit to make 
the suggestion 1 have made, and leave it to be acted.up- 
on, or other wise disposed of, as your judgment shall 
determine. 

I have deemed it proper to inform the LegisUture 
that suits have been instituted in the District Court of 
the United States, by the heirs of the late John Nichol- 
son, to recover some of the lands, which were sold by 
the commonwealth as the property of said Nicholson, to 
satisfy the debts due by him to this State, which bad 
become alien on .all his lands within this Commonwealth. 
The legislature will judge how far the State is interest-, 
ed, in resisting those claims, made by the heirs, and 
what ste])s are ncccssaiy to be taken to defend the rights 
and interests of the Commonwealth. 

In the organization of our Government of the Union 
and of the States, the simple and tflicient principle 
which secures our welfare and i*epose, is, that the will 
of^the majority shall rule, and whenever that will is con- 
stitutionally expressed, whether it be by Election or by 
Legislation, it is the plain duty, as it nuist alwa} s be tli 
pleasure of every public functionary, cheerfully to 
concur. To hhn the laws are the laws of the people, 
and to him the magistrate is the magistrate of the peo- 
ple by them rightfully invested with authority for their 
benefit, and entrusted with so much poTvcr as the coa^ 
stitution confers upon the office. At seasons of elec- 
tions, especially for the higher stations, tfiere will ofUt 
be great excitement; proportioned to the interest pro- 
duced by tlie occasion, and indicative of the solicitude 
naturally felt in that delegation of important pubUctnist 
It is the right of the citiaen freely and actively to take 
his post according to thp dictates of his judifmeiit 
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The election over, and the result known, he who has j on Solmylkill, &c. was postponed indefinitely. All the 
the majority is entitled to be honoured and respected as ' objects referred to in the letter, have been accomplish- 
the people's choice, and to be supported in his efforts cd. 



faithfully to fulftU and discharge his duties. 

&uch a season has just passed, and furnished a new 
evidence of the stability and excellence of our form of 
Ifovcmment. If, in its progress, there has been more 
than usual warmth, it is now at an end. The question i 
which caused it is decided. Every good citizen will ac- 
quiesce in the decision, and ever}' public functionary, 
gtjverned by the same motive which inffuenced him to j 
abstain from embarking his official character in the con- 
test, while it is going on, will find himself placed in no 
new position, but maintaining the relation to the high 
officer elected, which the contituti on creates, and ready, 
within his allotted sphere, cordially to co-operate with 
him for the common g^od. To the eminent citizen 
who has been placed by the voice of his fellow citizens 
in the highest post, it would be our pleasure, if permit- 
ted, to express our acknowledgments for the many and 
grpcat services he has rendered to oup country, and our 
fullest confidence in his exalted patriotism. Of the Presi- 
dent whom they have elected we can truly say, that we 
hope and trust that his administration will redound to 
the public honor and welfare, and will be glad to be able 
to contribute to such a result. 

It will give me ' pleasure, at all times to co-operate 
with you m doing whatever may contribute to sustain the 
rights, and promote the happiness of our fellow-citizens, 
and advance the honour and prosperity of our common 
country. 

J. ANDREW SHUI^ZE. 

Ilarrisburg, Dec. 4, 1828. 

PROCEEDINGS OF COUNCILS. 

rimrsday everting, Nov. Wk, 1828. 

Mr. Walmsley, from the Committee on accounts, re- 
ported that they had examined the accounts of the City 
Treasurer, from the 1st of July to the 3Uth of Septem- 



No. 7. Resolution d'u^cting inquiry to be made into 
the propriety of altering the names of streets, running 
nortJi and south, west of Rroad street, was referred to 
Messrs. Johnsop, Page, Toland and Richards. 

No. 8. Resoljrtlon relative to the sale of Drawbridge 
lot, was referred to committee on Said lot. 

No. 9. Resolution directing the removal of the sloop 
sunk in tlie channel of the Delaware, was referred to 
Messrs. Walmsley, Moss, Neff and Garrett.'- 

No. 12. Relative to the City's proportion of cost of 
the sewer in Vine street, was referred to Messrs. Miller^ 
Thompson, Johnson and Wainwright. 

No. 17. Relative to the old rcsw-voir at Chesnut street 
on Schuylkill was referred to a special committee. 

No. 19. Relative to Boudinot's legacy, referred io com-' 
mittee on Will's Legacy. 

[Most of the other, items were indefinitely postponed.] 

Messrs. Snyder, Wainwright^ Williams and Garrea 
were appointed a committee to superintend the distrU 
bution of wood purchased by the late Cotmcils for the ■ 
use of the necessitous pooh 

A letter from Jacob Ridge^ay lelating to a new re- 
gulation of the foot pavement, on the north side of Arch 
street, near the Delaware, was referred to the Paving 
Committee, and the committees on Arch and Chesnut 
street wharves. 

On motion of Mr. Johnson, the following was adopt- 
ed: 

Resolved, ty the Select and Common Councils, That 
the City Commissioners be, and they are hereby directs 
cd, to fay before Councils at their next stated meeting, it 
statement of all the monies Advanced by the corpoi-a- 
tion, for the purchase and setting of curb-stones, the 



herVand found the same correct, leaving a bahmce of. laying of brick pavement on footways, fi^nting property 
iicr, Hiui luuMit vii^ ^" > ^ >& owned by persons, who have not complied with the ex- 



16,000 dollars in his hands. 

Mr. Johnson from the Paving committee, to whom 
had been rcfeiTed the petition praying that Willow st. 
on the banks of the Schuylkill, might be regulated from 
Spruce street to Pine, reported a resolution directing 
the City Commissioners to have tiie same regulated. — 
Adopted. 

Mr. Johnson from the Paving Committee, to whom 
was referred an item of unfinished business, reported a 
resolution directing the City Commissioners to cover the 
cariiagc way oh Chesnut street, from Fifth to Sixth with 
screened gravel. Adopted by the Common Council, 
but rejected by the Select. 

Mr. Walmsley called up the report of the Committee 
on unfinished business. The following disposition was 
tiuAe of vaiious items. 

No. 1. Relating to the payment out of the public 
treasury of expenses incun-cd by individuals when 
streets are re-regulated, was referred to the Paving com- 
miMee. 

NO/ 2. Petition for the removal of (he Broad street 
market house, to the Committee on Markets. 

No. 3. Petition relative to the sale of loaf bread, do. 

No. 41 Communioationof the City Commissioners sta- 
tingthe difficulties they meet with in recoveringtbesums 
due from owners of vacant lots. Paving Committee. 

No. 5. Relative to the regulation of streets in the 
neighbourhood of Fair Mount was postponed indefinite- 
ly- 

No. 6. Letter from the City Commissioners relative 
to lighting the city, and purchasing cranes for wharves • stitution. 



isting ordinances on this subject, designating the streets, 
squares, courts and alleys, where such prdperty is loca- 
ted, together with the names of the owners, or their 
agents, and whether owned by minor children or absen- 
tees, or residents, accompanied with such references and 
remarks as in their opinion may be deemed necessary 
for the information^of Councils. 

[Abstracted from the Pliiladelphia Gaisette.] 

EDUCATION. 

Agreeably to public notice, a respectable meeting 
was held in the town of McKeansburg, Schuylkill Co. 
on Thursday, the 20th November, 1828, to adopt prepa- 
ratory measures for th^ establishment of common 
scliools throughout Pennsylvania, to extend the bles- 
sings of education to the poor. 

The meeting being orpnized, William Audenreid, 
Esq. was appointed chairman, and Bernard Kepner, 
Esq. sccretarj'. 

The object of the meeting being fully stated from the 
chair— dn motion, 

The Hon. Daniel Yost, Lewis Audenreid, and Benja* 
min Bensinger were appointed a committee, to drafl re- 
sohitions expressive of the sense of th6 meeting, whOy 
afler withdrawing a shoi-t time, reported the following 
preamble and resolutions: 

Whereas, it has been the opinion of the wise aiid thft 
considerate, and it is the plain dictate of reason, that the 
serious attention of those in authority to the rising gene- 
ration, is a mutter of the greatest importance { that the 
present and future happiness of individuals, the welfare 
of society, and the progress of virtue and religion, de- 
pend very much upon education, and our attention has 
been enjoined to it by tlie venerable framers of the con- 
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' And whereas, suflTering', as we are, from the want of 
a system of ^ncral instruction, we have learned with 
much pleasure, that during the last session of the Legfis- 
lature of Pennsylvania, a bill passed the Senate, appro- 
priatingf two millions of dollars, the purchase money due 
the state upon unpatented lands, to create a fund in sup- 
port of a general system of education, it is hoped that 
an object so laudable in itself, will not be neglected by 
the ensuing Legislature) in whose talents and patriotism 
we have full confidence. 

Wherefore Resolved, that we highly approve of the 
principle recognized in the aCt abovementioned, believ- 
ing that a permanent and efficient system of education 
should be based upon a sufficient and permanent fund. 
Resolved, That whereas, the subject lays strong claim 
to our attention as citizens of this commonwealth, ^we 
will use every exertion to ensure succe.4s. 

Resolved, That William Audenreid, Daniel Yost, Esq. 
ana Dr. Daniel Foltz, be a committee to correspond with 
such other committees as may hereafter be appointed 
throughout the State, for the purpose of education — 
also to circulate petitions and have them forwarded to 
the Legislature, for the said object. 

Resolved, That the proceedings of this meeting be 
•irned and published in *Thc Miner's Journal,' of Potts- 
ville, and in all other papers that may be favourably dis- 
posed to the cause of education. 

WILLIAM AUDENREID, Chairman. 
Bebitabd KspkeB) Sec*ry. 

Miner^s JoumaL 



MISCELLANEOUS. 

A correspondent of the Pittsburg Gazette says: "From 
the earliest times the beautiful river which bounds our 
city on the north was distinguished by the natives as 
•tslii' /Water.* Perhaps, also, many persons are not 
aware that the natives considered the Allegheny and 
Ohio to be the same stream, and the Monongahela to be 
a tributary — ^ik^heny being a word in the Delaware 
language, and Ohio in the Seneca, both meaning the 
* Fair water.* So that the title * Ije Belle Riviere^* given 
by the French to the Ohio, was not original, but a mere 
tittnslation of the Indian name. 

Small p6x» — There have lately been several cases of 
small pox at Pittsburgh. 

First boat 6n Western Canal — bn Saturday, 25th 
October, a boat was launched on the western canal, by 

Messrs. Jho. Thompson, Thos Hicheri, Cooper, 

Smith, Alexander Feay, James Jamieson, Daniel lleat- 
man, and Bash, under the superintendence of cap- 
tain Levi Feay, who wais the first man that put a foot on 
board the first boKt that ever floated on this canal. Tlie 
boat was then taketi througfh lock No. 1, dn the Riski- 
nlinetas, passed around the daifi, and returned, when a 
number of ladies wfcfe received on board, after which it 
was conveyed to Sect 17, and a cargt) of salt taken in at 
Mr. David Buneman's works. The boat then returned 
with the passengers and <5rew all ^ell. This scene car- 
ried the recollection back to a period yet within the 
fnfcmoTy of some of our venerable inhabitants* when this 

I)art of the country was the abode of the red man of the 
brest, and presented to the eye, a dreary a!hd trackless 
wilderness. — Western Repub, 

Pittsburg, fPenn.J Nov. 19. 
The TtmneL — The project of tunnelling Grant's hill 
\i abandoned. The work had been commenced on each 
side, and much money and time expended, but we are 
informed, that Messrs. Meloy and M'Avey, the enterpri- 
sing contractors, aftftr weighing all the obstacles, have 
determined that it will be more expeditious and less ex- 
pensive, to cut from the surface, through the hill to the 
entire depth which is to form the bed of the canal, which 
win be, in sodie plasc% ftHm GO to 70 feet. 



PtfUburgt fPennJ Nov. 25. 
The Water Works. — During the present week* it it 
expected, the engine will be set in motion, and the re- 
servoir on Grant's Hill filled with water. The main 
pipes are laid through the principal streets and fire pkige 
set at convenient distances. 

Pennsylvania Carw/.— The water's cominr ! Wc all* 
derstand the water was let into 17 miles of the cansd be^ 
tween Blairsville and the Aqueduct across the Alleglie- 
ny above the mouth of the Kiskeminetas last week, ttid 
that but one unimportant breach occurred. The breach, 
it is supp6sed, is by this time repaired. The water will 
probably be flowing through the aqueduct before the 
close Of the present week. We may expect canal news 
even nearer home, in a short time. 

Taxables. — The assessors of Armstrong coanty haTe 
made returns of the inhabitants in their d^tricts^ togeth- 
er with the increase since 1821: 

The whole number a - - - . 3347 

In 1821^ there were - - - 3088 



Increase in seren years 



1159 



Jn Useful Citizen.-^ Died, in the city of Lancaater^ 
Pennsylvania, on Friday morning, the 3lBt instant, Pki- 
lipine YosU in the 85th year of her age. The deceased 
had— 

13 Children, 
97 Grand Children, 
122 Great Grand Children, 
4 Great Great Grand Children. 

236 

/x>;^ttJ!7V.— Died, in this city on Monday evemog,liffc 
Elizabeth Juitmen, in the I04th year of her ag^. 

Died on the 25th October, at the house of Mr. Bobert 
Banter, in North Huntingdon Township, Westmoreland' 
county, Catharine JBoyd, aged 104 years. 

Greensbwrgk Gaz. 

Jppks were very scarce li^re the last seas ort ■ d fl tdy 
a barrel of eider can ^e purchased in the country. 

Lof^e Hog. — A hog was one day this week kiSed kf 
Mr. Pierce Butler of Kington, upwards of a year M^ 
which Weighed 470 pounds.— ^^ti%ei6arr^ Z>em. 

Stealing PubKe Records. — Public Hfecords hare brtely 
been stolen from the prothollbtiHes offices oTDaophm' 
and Tioga bounties. 

Scarcity pf Gram, — <5rain of erery kind is obrioM^y 
scarce^ and the demand g^reater in this section of the 
state, than it has been for many years past This &ct 
presents a powerful appeal to our agricMltuiists to with- 
hold their g^in from the distilleries. — Crawford Mem, 

appointment by the GoiJenwr.— DAvid KeyDofiSl, Eiq. 
to be an Associate Judge for Mifflin ooanty, in the rooa* 
of Judge Edmiston, deceased. 



Printed ev(^ry Saturday morning by tf iUiatn P. Ged- 
des. No. 59 Locust street, Philadelphia; where, and it 
the Editor's residence, in North 13th st. Sd door soatV 
of Cherry st. subscriptions will be thankfully rccehred. 
Price five dollars per annum payable in six mohthi after 
the commencement of publication — and annually, thert^ 
afler, by subscribers resident in or near the city, or wheror 
there is an agent. Other subscribers pay in advanot^ 
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE. 

WjJHuroToiTy Dec. 3. 
The Pitendent of the United States trmnsmitted, this 
day, to both Hoases of Oongrestt the fcdlowing Hes- 
saget 

To TBI SlBATS AITD HoUSS OP RlI'RBSBVTl.TiyXS OV THB 

Ubitbo Statxs. 
FeUno CiUzens of the Senate^ 

amdof(kt Houuof JSepr^entaihei* 
If the enjoyment in profusion of the bounties of Pro- 
▼idence forms a suitable subject of mutual gratulation 
•nd grateful acknowledgment, we are admon'tshed at 
this return of the season, when the RepresentatiTes of 
the nation are assembled to deliberate upon their con- 
eems, t* offer up the tribute of fervent and grateful 
hearts, for the never-lailing mercies of Him who ruleth 
orer slL He has again fiivoured us with healthful sea- 
sons and abundant hanrests. He has sustained us in 
peace with foreign countries* and in tranquillity within 
our own borders. He has preserved us in the quiet and 
lindisturbed possession of civil and reli^ous liberty. He 
has crowned the year with his goodness, imposing on us no 
condition other Uian of improving for our own happiness 
the blessings bestowed by his hands; and in the fruition of 
ftll his fiivours, of devoting the faculties with which we 
have been endowed by him, to his glory, and to oar own 
temporal and eternal weHare. 

In the relations of our Federal Union With our brcth- 
t«n of the human race, the changes which have occur- 
red since the close of your last session, lutve generally 
tended to the preservation of peace, and to the cultiva- 
tion of harmony. Before your last separation, a war 
had unhappily been kindled between the Empire of 
Russia, one of those with which our intercourse has 
been a constant exchange of good dffices, and that of the 
Ottoman Porte, a nation from which geographical dis* 
tance, religious opinions, and maxims of government on 
^ir parti little suited to the formation of those bonds 
ipf mutual benevolence which result from the benefits of 
eommerce, had kept us in a stat^ perhaps too much 
prolonged, of coldness and alienation. Tike extensive, 
fertile, and populous dominions of the Sultan, belong 
ttfther to the Asiatic, than the European division of the 
human fiunily . They enter but partially into the system 
<rif Europe; nor have their wars with Russia and Austria, 
the Eun>pean States u^n which they border, for more 
than a century past, disturbed the pacific relations of 
those States with the other great powers of Europe. 
Neither France, nor Prussia, nor Great Britain, has ever 
taken any'part irr them, nor is it to be expected that 
th^ will at this^ time. The deelaratio'n of war by Rus- 
sia has received the apptx>bation or acquiescence of her 
allies, and we may indulge the hope that its progress 
#iU be signalized by the moderation and fbibearance, no 
less than bv the energy of the Emperor Niobolas, and 
that it will afford an opportunity for such collateral 
agency in behalf of th^ suffering CSreeks, as will secure 
to them ultimately the triumph of humanity and free- 
dom. 

The state of our pakicukr relations with France haa 
scarcely varied in the course of the present year. The 
commercial intercourse between tlte two countries har 



continued to increase for the nhitiial benefit of both.' 
The claims of indemnity to numbers of our fcftow cfft- 
z^ns for depredations upon their property heretofore 
committed^ during the Revolutionary Government, still 
remain unadjusted, and still form the subject of earnest 
representation and remonstrance. Recent advices from 
the Minister of the United States at Paris, encourage 
the expectation that th^ appeal id the justice of the 
French Government ^iU ere long receive a favourable 
termination. 

The last friendly expedient has been resorted to for 
the decision of the controvert with Great Britain, re- 
lating to the North Eastern Botodair of the United 
States. By an ag^ement with the British Gof emi^ept, 
carrying into effect the provisions of the 5th article of the^ 
Treaty of Ghent, and the Convention of 29th Septem- 
ber, 182r, his Majesty the King of the Ketherhmd^ has 
by common consent been selected as the umpire be- 
tween the parties. The proposal to him to accept the 
desigiiation for the performance of this friendly office 
will be made to him at an early day, and the United 
SUtes, relying upon the justice of their cause, will 
cheerfully eonmtit the arbitrament of it to a Prince equals 
ly distinguished for the independence of his spirit, his 
mdefatigable assiduity to the duties of his station, and 
his inflexible personal probity. 

Our commercial relations with Great Britain will ^- 
serve the serious consideration of Congress, and the eX*- 
ercise of a conciliatoiy and forbeariirg spirit in the policy 
of both governments. The state of them has heen ma- 
terially changed by the act of Congress passed at their 
Ust session^ in alteration of the several acts imposing du- 
ties on imports, and by acts of more recent date of the. 
British Parliament The effect of the interdiction of 
direct trade, commenced by Great Britain, and recipro- 
cated by the United States, has been, as was to be fore- 
seen, only to substitute different channels for an ex- 
change of commodities indispensable to the colonies/ 
and profitBble to a numerous class of oilr fellow citizens. 
The exports, the revenue, the navigation of the United 
States have suffered no diminution bv our exclusion' 
from dhrect access to the British Colonies. The Colo- 
nies pay more dearly for the necessaries of life, which 
their Government burdens with the ehai*ges of doubfe 
voyages, fivig^t, insurance, and commission, and tho 
profits of our exports are somewhat impaired, and more 
injuriously tnuMterred from one portion of our citizens 
to another. The resumption of this old and otherwise 
exploded system of Colonial exclusion, has not secure^, 
to the shipping interest of Great Britain the relief 
which, at the expense of the distant Colonies, and of the 
United States, it wis expected to sfibrd. . Other mea- 
sures have been resorted tOf more pointedly bearing 
upon the navij^on of the United States, and which, 
unless modfied by the construction girtn to tibe recent 
Acts of Parliament, will be manifestly incompatible withr 
the p^tive stipulations of the commefcial convention 
existing between the two countries. That convention^ 
however, may be terminated, with twelve months' no- 
tice, at the option of eitl)«r party. 

A treaty of Annty, Navigation, and Commerce,- be- 
tween the United States, and His Majesty the Emperor 
of Austria, King of Hungary, and Bohemia, has beeit 
prepared for signature by the Seoi<ctftty of fttite^ and by 
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the Baron de Ledcrcr, intrusted with full powers of the 
Atifttriaa Government Independently of the new and 
friendly relations which may thus be commenced with 
on^ of the most eminent aod powerful nations of the 
earthy the occasion has been taken in it, as in other re- 
cent Treaties concluded by the United States, to extend 
(hoic principles of liberal intercourse and of fair reci- 
procity which intertwine, with the exchanges of com 
mcrce, the principles of justice, and the feeling^ of 
mutual benevolence. This system, first proclaimed to 
the world, in the first commercial treaty ever concluded 
by the United States, that of the 6th February, 1778, 
with France, has been invariably the cherished policy 
of our Union . It is by treaties of commerce alone that 
it can be made ultimately to prevail as the established 
systeitf of all civiB^ed nations. With this principle our 
fethers e^^temfed tlte hand of friendship to every nation 
6fthe globe,- and to this policy our country has ever 
•ince adhered— whatever of regulation in our laws has 
ever been adopted unfavourable to the interest of any 
foreigtr nation, has been essentially defensive, and coun- 
teracting to similar regulations of their*s, operating 
against us. 

Immediately after the close of the war of indepen- 
dence, commissioners were appointed by the Congress 
of the Confederation, authorized to conclude treaties 
with every nation of Europe disposed to adopt them. 
Before the wars of the French Kevolution, such treaties 
bad been consummated with the United Netherlands, 
Sweden, and Prussia. During those wars, treaties with 
Great Britnn and Spain had been effected, and those 
with Prussia and France renewed. In all these, some 
concessions to the liberal principles of intercourse pro- 
posed by the United States had been obtained; but as 
m all the negotiations, they^ came occasionally in colli- 
sion with previous internal regulations, or exclusive and 
excluding compacts of monopoly, with which the other 
parties h»d been trammelled, the advances made in them 
tbwicrds the freedom of trade were partial and imper- 
fect Colonial establishments, chartered companies, and 
ship building influence, pervaded and encumbered the 
legislation of all the great commercial States; and the 
United States, in offering free trade and equal privi- 
lege to all, were compelled to acquiesce in many ex- 
ceptions with each of the purtics to their treaties, ac- 
commodated to their existing laws and anterior engage- 
ments. 

The colonial systeip, by whjch this whole hemisphere 
was bound, has fallen into ruins. Totally abolished by 
revolutions, converting colonies into independent na- 
tions,- throughout the two American continents, except- 
ing a portion of territory chiefly at the northern extrem- 
ity of our own, ahd confined to the remnants of domi- 
mon retained by Great Britain over the insular Archipe- 
lago, geographically the appendage of our part of the 
Sobe. With all the r*st we have free ti*ade— even with 
e insular colonies, of all the European nations, except 
Great Britain. Her gfovernment had also manifested ap- 
proaches to the adoption of afi*ce and liberal intercourse 
between her cOlbnies and other nations, though, by a 
sudden, and scarcely explained revulsion, the Spirit of 
exclusion has been revived for operation npon the Unit- 
ed States alone. 

The conclusion of our last Treatv of Peace with Great 
Britain, was shortly afterwards followed by a Commer- 
cial Convention, placing the direct intercourse between 
the two countries upon a footing of more equal recipro- 
city, than had ever before been admitted. The same 
principfd has since been much farther extended, by 
Treaties with France, Sweden, Denmark, the Hanseatic 
Cities, Prussia, in Eui-ope, and with the Republics of 
Colombia, and of Central America, in this hemisphere. 
The mutual abolition of discriminating duties and char- 
ges upon the navigation and commercial intercourse be- 
tween the parties, is the general maxim which charac- 
terizes them- all. There is reason to expect that it will, 
at no distant period, be adopted by other nations, both- 



of Europe and America, and to hope that, by its univer- 
sal prevalence-, one of the fruitful sources of wars of <:««»- 
mei-cial competition will be extinguished. 

Among the Nations upon whose Government man3r ol 
our fellow citizens have had long pending claims of in- 
demnity, for depredations upon their property during' a 
period when the rights of neutral commerce were disre- 
garded, was that of Denmark. They were, soon mPtcr 
the events occurred, the subject of a special miamen 
from the United States, at the close of which aasuTKnce 
was given, by his Danish Majesty, that, at a period af 
more tranquillity, and of less distress, they would Be 
considered, examined, and decided upon, in a spirit of 
determined purpose for the dispensation of justice. I 
have much pleasure in informing Congress that the ful- 
filment of this honourable promise is bow in progresa; 
that a small portion of the claims has already been set- 
tled to the satisfaction of the claimants; and tbat 
the remainder will shortly be placed in a train of 
equitable jLdjustment. This result has always bten con- 
fidently expected, from the character of personal integ- 
rity and benevolence which the sovereign of the Danin 
Dominions has, through every vicissitude of iortuae, 
maintained. 

The general aspect of the afl^airs of our neighbouring 
American nations of the south, has been rather of ap- 
proaching than of settled tranquillity. Internal disturb- 
ances have been more frequent among them than tbor 
common friends would have desired. Our intercourse 
with all has continued to be that of friendship, and of 
mutual good will. Treaties of Commerce and of Boun- 
daries, with the United Mexican States, have beei^ ne- 
gotiated, but, from various successive obstacles, not yeC 
brought to a final conclusion. T^he civil war, which un- 
fortunately still prevails in the RepubHc of Central Ame- 
rica, has-been unpropitious to the cultivation of our com- 
mercial relations with them; and the dissentions and re- 
volutionary changes in the Republics of Colombia and 
of Peru have been seen with cordial regret by us, who 
would gladly contribute to the happiness of both. lt'i» 
with great satisf;iction, however, that we have witnessed 
the iHtccnt conclusion of a peace between the Govern- 
ments of Buenos Ayres and Brazil; and it is equally gra- 
tifying to observe that indemnity has been obtained for 
some of the injuries which our fellow citizens had sos^ 
tained in the latter of those countries. The rest are in a 
train of negotiation, which we hope may terminate to 
mutual satisfitction, and tliat it may be succeeded by a 
Treaty of Commerce and Navigation upon liberal prin- 
ciples, propitious to a great and growing commerce, al- 
ready important to the interests of our country. 

The condition and prospects of the Revenue, are 
more favourable than our most sanguine expectations- 
had anticipated. The balance in the Tresaury on tbe 
fii-st of January last, exclusive of the moneys received 
under the Convention of 13th November,; 1826, with G.- 
Britain, was five millions, eight hundred and sixty-oae 
thousand, nine hundred and seventy-two dolUrs, and 
eightj'-tlu-ee cents. The receipts into the Trcasuiy 
from the Ist of January to the 3bth of September last, so 
far as they have been ascertained to form the baas of an 
estimate, amount to eighteen millions, six hundred and 
thirty-three thousand, nine hundred and eighty doUarv 
and twenty-seven cents, which with the receipts of the 
present quarter, estimated at five millions, four hundred 
and sixty-one thousand^ two hundred and eighty-three 
doUars and forty cents, form an aggregate of receiptt 
during the year of twenty-four millions and ninety-four 
thousand, eight hundred and sixty-three dollars and 
sixty -seven cents. The expenditures of the year may 
probably amount to twenty-five millions six hundred 
and thirty-seven thousand, five hundred and eleven dol- 
lars, and sixty-three cents; and leave in the Treasary»on 
the first of January next, the sum of five millions,- one 
hundred and twenty-five thousand,- six hundred and 
twenty-eight dollars, fourteen cents. 
Tbe receipts of the present year have amounted to- 
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near two railllons more than was anticipated at the com- 
mencement of the last session of Con^^ess. 

The amount of duties secured qn importations from 
the first of January to the 30th September, was about 
twenty-two millions nine hundred and ninety-seven 
thousand, and that of the estimated accruing revenue is 
five millions, leaving* an aggregate for the year of near 
twenty-eight millions. This it one million more than the 
estimate made l:^t December for the accruing revenue 
of the present year, which with allowances for draw- 
backs and contingent deficiencies, was expected to pro- 
duce an actual ^enue of twenty-two milHons, three 
hundred thousaiVdoUars. Had these only been real- 
ized, the expenditures of the year would have been also 
proportionally reduced. For of these twenty-four mil- 
lions received, upwards of nine millions have been ap- 
plied to the extinction of public debt, bearing an inter- 
est of six per cent, a year, and of course reducing the 
burden of interest annually payable in future, by the 
amount of more than half a million. The payments on ac- 
count of interest during the current year, exceed 3 mil- 
lions of dollars; presenting an aggregate of more than 
twelve millions applied during the year to the discharge 
of the public debt, the whole of which remaining due 
on the first of January next, will amotmt only to fifty- 
eight millions, three hundred and sixty-two thousand, 
one hundred and thirty -five dollars and seventy-eight 
cents. 

That the revenue of the ensuing year will not fall 
short of that received in the one now expiring, there are 
indications that can scarcely prove deceptive. In our 
country, an uniform experience of forty yeai^has shown 
that whatever the tariff of duties upon articles imported 
from abroad has been, the amount of importation has 
always borne an average value nearly approaching to 
that of the exports, though occasionally differing in the 
balance, sometimes being more, and sometimes less. It 
is, indeed, a' general law of prosperous commerce, that 
the real value of exports should by tf small, and only a 
small balance, exceed that of imports, that balance being 
a permanent addition to the wealth of the nation. The 
extent of the prosperous commerce of the nation nmst 
be regulated by the amount of its exports, and an im- 
portant addition to the value of these will draw after it a 
con*esponding increase of importations. It has happen- 
ed, in the vicissitudes of the seasons, that the harvests of 
all Europe have, in the late summer and autumn, fallen 
short of their usual average. A relaxation of the inter- 
<lict upon the importation of grain and flour from abroad 
has ensued; a propitious market has been opened to the 
granaries of our countr}*^ and a new prospect of reward 
presented to the labours of the husbandman, which, for 
several years, has been denic<l. This accession to the 
profits of agriculture in the middle and western portions 
of our Union, is accidental ind temporary. It may con- 
tinue only for a single year. It may be, as has been 
often experienced in the revolutions of time, but the 
first of several scanty harvests in succession. We may 
consider it certain that, for the approaching year, it has 
added an item of large amount to the value of our ex- 
ports, and that it wiU produce a corresponding increase 
of importations. It may, therefore, confidently be fore- 
seen that the revenue of 1829 will equal, and probably 
exceed, that of 1828, and will afford means of extinguish- 
ing ten millions more of the principal of the public 
debt. 

This new element of prosperity to that part of our ag- 
ricultural industry which is occupied in producing the 
first aKicle of human subsistence, is of the most cheering 
character to the feeling^ of patriotism. Proceeding 
from a cause which humanity will view with concern, the 
sufferings of scarcity in distant lands, it yields a consola- 
tory reflection, that this scarcity is in no respect attri- 
butable to us. That it comes from the dispensation of 
Him who ordains all in wisdom and goodncs.s, and who 
permits evil itself only as au instnimeut of good. That, 
nu* from contributing to this scarcity, our a^ncy will be 



applied only to the alleviation of its severity; and that, 
in pouring forth from the abundance of our own grtna- 
ries, the supplies which will partially restore plenty to 
those who are in need, we shall ourselves reduce our 
stores, and add to the price of our own bread, so as in 
some degrree to participate in the wanjs which it will be 
the good fortune of our country to relieve. 

The great interests of an agricultural, commercial, and 
manufacturing nation, are so linked in union together^ 
that no permanent cause of prosperity to one of them, 
can ope^rate without extending its influence to the others. 
All these interests are alike under the protecting power 
of the legislative authority, and the duties of the repre- 
sentative bodies are to conciliate them in harmony to- 
gether. So far as the object of taxation is to raise a re- 
venue for discharging the debts, and defraying the ex- 
penses of the community, it should, as much as possible* 
suit the burden with equal hand upon all, in proportion 
with their ability of bearing it without oppression. But 
the legislation of one nation is sometimes intentionally 
made to bear heavily upon the interests of another. 
That legislation, adapted, as it is meant to be, to the 
special interests of its own people, will often prew most 
unequally, upon the several component interests of its 
neighbour. Thus, the legislation of Great Britain, when, 
as has recently been avowed, adapted to the depression 
ofa rival nation, will naturally abound with reguIatioBt 
of intei'dict upon the productions of the soil or industry 
of the other which comes in competition with its own; 
aod will present encouragement, perhaps eTenbounty, to 
the raw material of the other state, which it cannot pro- 
duce itself, and which is essential for the use of its manu- 
facturers, conipetitors in the markets of the world with 
those of its commercial rival. Such is the state of tbo 
commercial legislation of Great Britain, as it bears upon 
our interests. It excludes, with interdicting duties^ all 
importation (except in time of approaching famine) of 
the g^eat staple productions of our middle and western 
states;, it proscribes, with equal rigour, the bulkku* 
lumber and live stock of the same portion, and also of 
the northern and eastern part of our Union. It refuses 
even the rice of the south, unlesi aggravated with n 
charge of duty upon the northern carrier who brings it 
to tbem. But the cotton, indispensable for tbeir looms* 
they will receive almost duty free, to weave into a fld>ric 
for our own wear, to the destruction of our own manu- 
factures, which they are thus enabled to undersell. Is 
the self-protecting energy of this nation so helpless, that 
there exists, in the political institutions of our countiy* 
no power to counteract the bias of this foreign legisla- 
tion.^ that the g^wers of grain must submit to this ex- 
clusion from the foreign markets of their produce; that 
the shippers must dismantle their ships, the trade of the 
north stagnate at the wharves, and the manufacturer! 
starve at their looms, while the whole people shall pay 
tribute to foreign industry to be clad in a foreign Cvb| 
that the Congress of the Union are impotent to restor* 
the balance in favour of native industry, destroyed hj 
the statutes of another realm? More just, and morr 
generous sentiments, will, I trust, prevail. If the tariff 
adopted at the last session of Congfress shall be found 
by experience to bear oppressively upon the interests of 
any one section of the Union, it oug^t to be, and I cto» 
not doubt will be, so modified as to alleviate its burden. 
To the voice of just eomphiint from any portion of their 
constituents, the Representatives of the States and Peo- 
ple will never turn away their ears. But so long asthft 
duty of the foreign shall operate only as a bounty upon 
the domestic article— while the planter, and the roer* 
chant, and the shepherd, and the husbandman, shall be 
found thriving in tlieir occupations under the duties im- 
posed for the protection of domestic manufitcturei^ they 
will not repine at the prosperity shared with themsehree 
by their fellow citizens of other professions, nor de* 
nounce as violations of the Constitution, the deliberate 
acts of Cop^ss to shield from the wrongs of foreim 
laws the native indostry of the Union. While the tanff 
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of th« last session of Congress was a subject of legislative 
deliberation, it was foretold by some of its opposers 
that one of its necessary consequences would be to im- 
pair the revenue. It is yet too soon to pronounce, with 
(Confidence, that the prediction was erroneous. — The ob- 
struction of one avenue of trade not unfrequently opens 
n issue to another. The consequence ofthe tariff will 
)e to increase the exportation, ^nd to diminish the im- 

1>ortation of some specific articles. But by the general 
aw of trade, the ffu^ease of exportation of one article 
yill be followed by an increased importation of others, 
the duties upon which will supply the deficiencies, 
which the diminished importation would otherwise oc- 
casion. The effect of taxation upon revenue can seldom 
be foreseen with certainty. It must abide the test of ex- 
perience. As yet no symptoms of diminution are per- 
ceptible in the receipts of the treasury. As yet, httle 
Mditipn of costhas even b^en experienced upon the 
iirticles burthene4 F>^ heavier duties by the last tariff. 
The domestic manufacturer supplies the same or a kin- 
dred article at a diminished price, and the ponsumer 
pays the same tribute to the bu>our of his own country- 
man, which he must otherwise have paid to foreign in- 
dustry and toil 

The tariff of the last sesnon was, in its details, not ac- 
ceptable to the great interests of any portion ofthe 
Union, not even to the interest which it was specially 
intended to subserte, Its object was to balance the 
burdens upon native industry, imposed by the operation 
of foreign laws; but not to ag^vate the burdens of 
one section of the Union, by the relief afforded to ano- 
ther. To the great principle sanctioned by that act, 
one of those upon which the Constitution itself was 
formed, I hope and trust the authorities of thie Union 
will adhere. But if any of the duties imposed by the 
act only relieve the manufacturer by aggravating the 
burden of the planter, let a csreful rcvisaf of its provi- 
sions, enlightened by the practical es^perience of its ef- 
itects, be directed to retain those which impart protec- 
tion to native industry, and remove or supply the place 
of those which only alleviate one g^eat national Interest 
by the depression of another. 

The United States of America, and the People of 
every State of which they are composed, are each of 
them Sovereign Powers. The legislative, authority of 
fhe whole is exercised by Cong^ss under authority 
mi)ted them in the common Constitution. The legis- 
&tive power of each State is exercised by assemblies 
deriving their authority fVom the Constitution of the 
State. Each is sovereign within its own province. The 
distribution of power between them presupposes that 
these authorities will move in harmony with each other. 
The members of the State and General Governments 
are all under oath to support both, and allegiance is 4ue 
to the one and to the other. The case of a conflict be- 
tween these two powers has not been supposed; nor 
|i|S any provision been made for it in our institutions; as 
a'virtiious Nation of ancient times existed more than five 
centuries without » Jaw for the punishment of parri- 
(tide. 

More than once, however, in the progress of our his- 
^ry, have tde People and the Le^slatures of one or 
more States, in moments of excitement, been instigated 
to this Qoi^flict; and the n^eans of effecting this impulse 
have been allegations that the apts of ConCTei» to be re- 
sisted were uneotutituHpnal The People of no one 
State have ever delegated to their legislature the power 
of pronounping an act' pf Congress unconstitutional; but 
)hty have delegated to them powers, by the exercise of 
which the execution o^ the laws of Copgress within the 
State may be resisted. If we suppose the case of such 
conflicting legislation sustained b^ the con'esponding 
Executive and Judicial authorities^ Patriotism and Phi- 
lanthropy turn their eyes from the? condition in which 
the parties would be placed, and f>om that of the peo- 
ple of both, which must be its victims. 



The Reports from the Secretaiy Af War, and from the 
various subordinate offices of the resort of that Pepart- 
meot, present an exptwition of the public administration 
of affairs connected with them, through the course of 
the current year. The present state oif the army, and 
the distribution of the force of which it is composed^ 
will be seen from the Report of the Majof General. — 
Several alterations in the disposid of the troops hare 
been found expedient in the course of the year, and the 
discipline of the army, though not entirely free firom 
exception, has been generally good. 

The attention of Congress is pal|^ularly invited to 
that part of the Report of the Secretary of War which 
concerns the existing systetn of our relations with the 
Indian tribes. At the establishment of the Federal Go- 
vernment, under the present Constitution of the United 
SUtes, the principle was adopted of considering them 
as foreign and independent powers; and also, as pro^ 
prietors of lands. They were, moreover, comndered 
as savages, whom it was our policy and our duty to aae 
our influence in converting to Christianity, and in bria^ 
ing within the pale of eivifization. ^^ 

As independent Powers, we negotiated wiA them by 
treaties; as proprietors, we purchased of them all the 
lands which we could prevsil upon them to sell) as bre- 
thren of the human race, rude and ignorant we ende^ 
voured to bring them to the knowledge of religion itad 
of letters. The ultimate desi;;n was to incorporate hi 
our own institutions that portion of them which eoold 
be converted to the state of civilization. In the practice 
of European states, before our revolution, they had beea 
considered as children to be governed; as tenants at 
discretion, to be dispossessed as occasion might require^ 
as hunters, to be indemnified by trifline concesnons fb^ 
a removal from the grounds upon which their game waa 
extirpated. In changing the system, it would teein aa 
if a full contemplation ofthe consequences of the chatwe 
had not been taken. We have been far more successni) 
In the acquisition of their lands than in imparting to 
them the principles, or inspiring them with the spirit ef 
civilization. But in appropriating to oursehrca their 
hunting grounds, we have brought upon ouraelves the 
obligation of providing them with subsistence; and 
when we have had tha rare good fortune of teachiag 
them the arts of civilization, and the doctrines of ChWr 
tianity, we have unexpectedly Ibund them forming, in 
the midst of ourselv^ communities claiming to he inde- 
pendent of ours, and rivals of sovereignty within the 
territories of the niembers of our Union. ThU state rf 
things requires that a remedy should be provided. A 
remedy which, while it shall do justice to those unfof* 
tunate children of nature, mav secure to the members 
of our confederation their rights of sovereignty and of 
soil. A^ the outline of a project to that effect, fli^ 
views presented in the Report of the Secretary of Wi? 
are commende4 to the consideration of Congress. 

The Report from the Engineer Department preseoti 
a comprehensive view of the progress which has been 
made in the great systems promotive of the pubfif in- 
terest, commenced and organized under the authori^ 
of Congress, and the effecu of which have already coa- 
tnbuted to the security, as they will hereafter laigtly 
contribute to tiie honour af^ dignity of the natipfi. 

The first ef these great systems is that of (bitificip 
tions, commenced immediately after the close of our 
last war, under the Mdutarv p|:perience which the events 
of that war had impressed upon our countrymen of its 
necessity. Introduced under (he auspices of my inpn^ 
diate predecessor it has heen continued with the pjprfe* 
vering and liberal encouragement of the Legislsiti|^; 
and combined with corresponding exertions for thegif- 
dual increase and improvement cS the Navy, prepare! 
for our extensive country a condition of defence adapted 
to any critical emergency which the varying course rf 
events may bring rorth. ^ur advances in these con- 
certed systems have for the Ifistten years been stesdjr 
and pro^ssive; and in a few years more will be is 
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completed as to leave no cause for apprehension that 
our scacoast will ever ag^n offer a theatre of hostile in- 
vasion. ^ 

The next of these cardinal measures of poficy, is the 
prelimitiary to great and lasting works of public im- 
proTement, in the surveys of roads, examination for the 
course of canals, and labourj for the removal of the ob- 
structions of rivers and harbours, first commenced by 
the Act of Congress of 30th April, 1824. 

The report exnibits in one table the funds appropriat- 
ed at the last and preceding- Sessions of Congress, for 
all these foni6cations, surveys, and works of public im- 
provement; the manner in which these Amds have been 
applied, the amount expended upon the several works 
under construction, ana the further sums which may be 
necessary to complete them. In a second, the works 
projected by the Board of Engineers, which have not 
been commenced, and the estimate of their cost. 

In a third, the report of the annual Board of Visitors 
At the Military Academy at West Point. For thirteen 
fortificatioos erected on various points 6f our Atlantic 
coast firom Rhode Island to Louisiana, the aggregate ex- 
penditure of the year has fallen a fittle short of one mil- 
taon of dollars. 

For the preparation of five additional reports of re- 
connoisances and 'surveys since the htft Session of Con- 
fresfly for the civil constructions upon thirty-seven dif- 
ferent public works commenced, eight others for which 
specific appropriations have been made by Acts of Con- 
gress, and twenty other incipient surveys under the au- 
thority given bv the Act of 30th April, 1824, about one 
minion more of dolbu^ have been drawn from the Trea- 
sury. 

To these two millions of dollars are to be added the 
appropriation of 2^,000 doUaaft, to commence the 
erection of a breakwater near the mauth of the Dela- 
ware river; the subscriptions to the Delaware and Che- 
sapeake, the Louisville and Portland, the Dismal Swamp, 
and the Chesapeake and Ohio canals; the large dona- 
^ns of land to the states of Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, and 
Alabama, for objects of improvements within those 
states, and the sums appropriated for lig^t houses, buoys 
and piers, on the coast, and a full view will be taken of 
the munificence of the nation in the application of its 
resources to the improvement of its own condition. 

Of these great national undertakings, the Academy 
at West Point is amon|^ the most important in itself, and 
the most comprehensive in its consequences. In that 
institution, a part of the Revenue of the Nation is applied 
to defiay the expense of educating a competent portion 
of her youth, chiefly to the knowledge and duties of 
military life. It is the living armory of the Nation* — 
^hHe the other works of improvement enumeratted in 
the reports now presented to the attention of Congress, 
are destined to ameliorate the face of i)fiture( to multi- 
ply the facilities of communication between the differ- 
ent parts of the Union; to assist the labours, increase 
the comforts, and enhance the enjoyments of indivi- 
duals—the instruction acquired at West Point enlarges 
the dominion and expands the capacities of the mind. 
Its beneficial results are already experienced in the 
composition of the army, and their influence is felt in 
the inlellsctual progress of society. The institution is 
susceptible still of great improvement ftt)m benefactions 
proposed by several succes^ye Boards of Visitors, to 
whose earnest and repeated recommendations I cheer- 
fully add my own. 

With the usual annual reports from the Secretary of 
the Navy and the Board of Commissioners, will be ex- 
hibited to the view of 'Congress the execution of tfie 
laws relating to that department of the public service. 
The repression of piracy in the West Indian, anB in the 
Grecian Seas, has been effectually miuntained, with 
scarcely any exception. During the war between the 
governments of Buenos Ayres and 6f Brazil, frequent 
collissions between belligerent acts of power and the 
rights of neutral commerce occurred. Licentioi}^ 



blockades, irregularly enlisted or impressed seamen, and 
the property of honest commerce acieed with violence, 
and even plundered under Icgsl pretences, are disor- 
ders never sepcrable from the conflict of wars upon the 
ocean. With a portion of them, the correspondence of 
our commanders on the eastern aspect of the South 
American coast, and among the islands of Greece, dis- 
cover how far we )iave been involved. In these, the 
honor of our country and the rights of our citizens have 
been asserted and vindicated. The appearance of new 
squadrons in the Mediterranean, and the blockade of 
the Dardanelles, indicate dangler of other obstacles to 
the freedom of commerce, and the necessity of keeping 
our naval force in those seas. To the suggestions re- 
peated in the report of the Secretary of the Navy, and 
tending to the permanent improvement of this institu- 
tion, I invite the favourable consideration of congress. 

A resolution of the House of Representatives, re- 
questing that one of our small public vessels should be 
sent to the Pacific Ocean and South Sea, to examine 
the coasts, islands, harbours, shoals and reeft, in thme 
seas, and to ascertain their trtio situatioo and descrip- 
tion, has been put in a train of execution. The vessel 
is nearly ready to depart; the successful accomplishment 
of the expedition may be greatly fiKuliUted by suitable 
legislative provisions, and particularly by an appropria- 
tion to defray its necessary expense. The addition of a 
second, and perhaps a third vessel, with a slight aggra- 
vation of the COM, would contribute much to the nStif 
of the citizens embarked on this undertaking, the re- 
sults of which may be of the deepest in^prest to one 
countnr. 

With the report of the Secretary of the Kavy, wiH be 
submitted, in conformity to the Act of Congress of 3d 
March, 1827, for the g^ual improvement of the Navy 
of the United States, statements of the expenditures 
under that act, and of the measures teken for carrying, 
the same into effect Every section of that statute cont 
tains a dntinct provision, loqking to the great object of 
the whole, the gradual improvement of the Navy. Vn-, 
der its salutary sanction, stores of ship timber have 
been procured, and are in process of seasoning and piv^ 
servation for the fiitiire uses of the Navy. Arrange- 
ments have been made for the preservation of the Uve 
oak timber growing on the lands of the United States, 
and for its reproduction, to supply, at future and distanf 
days, the waste of that most valuable jnaterial for ship 
building, by the great consumptioif of it yearly for the 
commercial, as well as for the military marine of our 
country. The construction of thb two Dry Docks at 
Charlestown and at Norfolk, b making satisfkctoiy pro- 
gress towards a durable establishment The examina- 
tions and inquiries to ascertain the practicability and ex- 
pediency of a Marine Railway at Pensacola, though not 
yet accomplished, have been postponed, but to be the 
more effectually made. The Navy Yards of the United 
States have been examined, and plans for their improve- 
ment, and the preservation of the public property there-, 
in, at Portsmouth, Charlestown, Philadelphia, Washing- 
ton, and Gosport, and to which two others are to l^ 
added, have been prepared, and received my sanction; 
and no other portion of my public duties has been pe|p- 
formed with a more intimate conviction of its impor- 
tance to the future welfare and security of the Union. 

With the report from the Postmastd* Geneml, is ex- 
hibited a comparative view of the gradual increase of 
that establishment, from five to ^re years, since 1792, 
till this time, in the number of post offices, which has 
grown from less than two hundred to neariy eight thou- 
sand; in the revenue yielded by them, which ftom six^ 
seven thousand dollars, has swollen to upwards of a mu- 
lion and a half, and in the number of miles of post roads, 
which firom five thousand six hundred and forty two, 
have multiplied to one hundred and fi^urteen thousand 
five hundred and thirty six. While, in the same period 
of time, the population of the Union has about thrice 
doubled, t|i« fate <^ increaic of these oflicet |s nearly 
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forty and of the revenue, and of travelled miles, from 
twenty to twenty-five for one. The increase of reve- 
nue, within the last five years, has been nearly equal to 
the whole revenue of the Department in 1812. 

The expenditures of the Department during the year 
M'hich ended oii the first of July last, have exceeded the 
receipts by a sum of twenty -five thousand dollars. The 
excess has been occasioned by the inciease of mail con- 
veyances and facilities, to the extent of near eight hun- 
dred thousand n[)iles. It has been supplied by collec- 
tions from the Postmasters, of the arreai-ages of prece- 
ding years. While tlie correct principle seems to be, 
that the income levied by the Department should defray 
all its expenses, it has never been the policy of tliis go- 
vernment to raise from this establishment any revenue to 
be applied to any other purposes. The suggestion of 
the Postmaster General, tlmt the insurance of the safe 
transmission of moneys by the mail might be assumed 
by the Department, for a moderate and competent re- 
muneration, will deserve the consideration of congress. 
A report from the Commissioner of the Public Build- 
ings in this City exhibits the expenditures upon them in 
the course of the current year. It will be seen that the 
humane and benevolent intentions of Congress in pro- 
^ viding, by the Act of 20th May, 1826, for the erection of 
a Penitentiary in this District have been accomplished. 
T|ie authority of further legislation is now required for 
the removal to this tenement of the offenders against 
the laws, sentenced to atone by personal confinement 
for their crimes, and to provide a code for their employ- 
ment and government while thus confined. 

The Commissioners appointed conformably to the 
act of 2d March, 182r, to provide for the adjustment of 
claims of persons entitled to indemnification under the 
Ci^ AiTticle of the Treaty of Ghent, and for the distri- 
ibution among such claimants of the sum paid by the 
•Government of (*reat Britain under the Convention of 
13th November, 1826, closed their labours on the oOtli 
,of August la4it, by awarding the claimants the sum of 
xjne million one hundred and ninety -seven thousand four 
hundred and twenty two dollars -and eighteen cents; 
leaving a balance of seven thousand five hundred and 
jthirty seven dollars and ^ighty-two cents, which was 
(distributed rateably amongst all the claimants to whom 
.awards bad been made, according to the directions of 
^hc Act. 

The exhibits appended to the report from the Com- 
^ «nissioner of the General Land Office, present the ac- 
tual condition of that common property of the Union. 
The amount paid infb the Treasury from the proceeds 
of lands, during the year 1827, and the first half of 
1828, falls little short of two millions of dollars. The 
propriety of ftirther extending the time for the extin- 
guishment of the debt due to the U. States by the pur- 
chasers of the public lands, limited by the act of 21st 
March last, to the 4th of July next, will claim the con- 
sideration of Congress, to whose vigilance and careful 
attention, the regulation, disposal, and presen'ation, of 
this great national inheritance has by the People of the 
U. States been entrusted. 

Among the important subjects to which the attention 
of the present Congress has already been invited, and 
which may occupy their further and deliberate discus- 
sion, wUl be the provision to be made for taking the fifth 
census or enumeration of the inhabitants of the United 
States The Constitution of the United States requires 
that this enumeration should be made within every term 
of ten years, and the date from which the last enumera- 
tion commencedt was the first Monday of August of the 
year 1820. The laws under which the former enume- 
rations were taken, were enacted at the Session of Con- 
gaessimmediately preceding the operation. But con- 
siderable inconveniences were experienced from the de- 
lay of legislation to so late a period. That law, like 
those of the preceding enumerations, directed that the 
census should be taken by the Marshals of the several 
^iytricts and Territories, under instructions from the Se- 



cretary of State. The preparation and transmission to 
the Marshals of those instructions, required more time 
than was then allowed between the passage of the law 
and the day when the enumeration was to commence. 
The term of six month^, limited for the returns of tlie 
marshals, was also found even then too short: and must 
be more so now, when an additional population of at 
least three m^illions must be presented upon the returns. 
As they are to be made at the short sessions of congress, 
it would, as well as from other considerations, be more 
convenient to commence the enumeration froman eariier 
period of the year than the first of Augfust. The most 6- 
vourable season would be the Spring. On a review of 
the former enumerations, it will be found that the plan 
for taking every census has contained improvements 
upon that of its predecessor. The last is susceptible of 
much improvement. The third census was the first at 
wliich any accoimt was taken of the manufactures of the 
country. It was repeated at the last enumeration, but 
the returns in both cases were necessarily very imper- 
fect. Tliey must always be so, resting of course only on 
the communications voluntarily made by individuals in- 
terested in some of the manufacturing establishmenti. 
Yet they contain much .valuable information, and maj, 
by some supplementary provision of the law, be rendered 
more eflTective. The columns of ag^e, commencing from 
infancy, have hitherto been confined to a few periods, 
all under the number of 45 years. Important know- 
ledge would be obtained by extending those coKunns, 
in intervals of 10 years, to the utmost boundaries of hu- 
man life. The labour of taking them would be a trifling 
addition to that already prescribed, and the result would 
exhibit comparative tables of longevity highly interest- 
ing to the country. I deem it my duty mrther to ob- 
serve, that much of the imperfections in the returns of 
the last an4 perhaps of preceding enumerations pro- 
ceeded from the inadequaleness of the compensations 
allowed to the Mai-shals and their assistants in taking 
them. 

In closing this communication, it only remains for me 
to assure the Legislature of my continued earnest wish 
for the adoption of measures recommended by me here- 
tofore, and yet to be acted on by them; and of the cor- 
dial concurrence on my part in every constitutional pro- 
vision which may receive their sanction during the Ses- 
sion, tending to the general welfare. 

JOHN QUINCY ADAMS. 

fV(uhington, Dec. 2, 1828. 



SMALL NOTES. 

The law prohibiting the circulation of small notes af- 
ter the first of January appears to have excited some un- 
easiness in the western parts of the state. The grounds 
of objection will be found in the following petition pre- 
sented to the Legislature and the presentme^it oC the 
Grand Jury of Erie county. 

To the ffonourahk the SencUe U IJouse of Bepreeentaihfa 
of tlie Commonwealth of Pennsylvama: 

The Memorial of the subscribers, citizens of the county 
of Erie would most respectfully inform your bonan- 
ble bodies, ^ 

That they have noticed with deep regret and alann 
the passage of a law at the last session of the Legisla- 
ture, entitled an act concerning small Notes for the pig- 
ment of money, which act prohibits after the first day 
of January next the circulation or passing of any bank 
note of a less denomination than five dollars within thb 
state. It only requires an acquaintance with our kical 
situation, the course of our trade, and the sources, fropi 
which our circulating medium must come, to satisfy 
your honourable bodies that this law, if carried into ef- 
fect, would be not only injurious but ruinous to tbe peo- 
ple of this county. We woifl4 ask your l)OQorabk ^o- 



Digitized by 



Google 



iml 



SMALL Notes. 



S45 



dies to ftdrert for a moment to our local situation. On 
the cast of our county lies the State of New York; on 
the west the State of Ohio; on the north of the Lake 
communications with Canada. The South is the only 
part touching Pennsylvania, we stand therefore as an in- 
sulated county, almost entirely surrounded by soverei^ 
communities, over whose circulating^ medium we have 
no control and who are not affected by tftis law. There 
. is no operative Bank nearer this place in Pennsylvania, 
than Pittsburgh, which is a distance of 130 miles, and it 
Is but seldom we receive a note of the Pittsburg Bank 
unless from travellers as for want of a water communica- 
tion we have little trade with the interior of Pennsylva- 
nia. R is obvious therefore from our local situation that 
this law would operate matly to our injury. It is as if 
the law had been passed for a single county in the cen- 
tre of Pennsylvania, while all the surrounding counties 
might freely pass and circulate small notes. It is evi- 
dent how such a county would be embarrassed, espe- 
cially where it was dependent on the surrounding coun- 
ties, for a circulating medium; and it is eqiially evident 
that a law bearing on so small a section would not in the 
least increase the circulation of specie. To increase the 
circulation of specie the law roust be general and not 
iTStricted to small sections^ by far the greatest part of 
our trade is at present with the state of New York, Ohio, 
and the provinces of Canada, and our circulating me- 
dium is almost entirely derived from those communities? 
the principal part of which consists of bank notes of a 
lesa denomination than five dollars. We are at present 
oppressed by a scarcity of money, and if this law is per- 
mitted to go into operation -it will at once cut off more 
than two-thirds of our ordinary circulating medium, and 
it is a fact capable of demonstratioli, that instead of in- 
creasing the circulation of specie, in less than six months 
it would drain our country of eveiy dollar of specie in 
cireuhition. The amount of travelling through our coun- 
ty is very great— strangers come from every part of the 
United States; and but few of them are acquainted with 
our mimicipal regulations, and they come provided with 
the common currency of our country. We can take 
nothing from them less than a five dollar note, because 
the law prohibits our circulating such, and if a tra\ el- 
ler'sbill at a public house is but fifty cents (as we have 
no small notes) four dollars and fifty cents must be re- 
turned in specie. This is immediately carried out of 
the county to some other state and is heard of no more; 
and the same thing may take place more than twenty 
times eveiT day. It is obvious, therefore, that instead 
of incrcasmg the circulation of specie, that a short time 
must necessarily drain us of what little we have. If the 
law was general, embracing the states of New York, 
Ohio, &c. it would force out specie; but the small busi- 
ness of our court ty could have no effect on those banks 
Or states. The law is therefore 6aTculated to embarrass 
and itopoverish ^s without producing any good effect. 
It docs not benefit the Pennsylvania oanks to have the 
law in force here. There is little or none of their paper 
circulating among U8,because for the want of a navigable 
water communication, we do not trade in their direc- 
tion) and we have manifestly sho>» n that instead of in- 
creasing the circulation of specie it will serve to <hmi- 
nith it, so that there is no object to be gained by keep- 
ing the law in force here. We conceive it proper also 
to remark, that the currency of the county is at pre- 
sent and has been for some time healthy and sound, so 
that there existed no necessity for this law, nor was the 
law passed with a view to femedy any inconvenience 
feh by the people of this state by the circulation of 
small notes, nor do we believe there was any complaint 
of the kind laid before the Legislature: It was passed 
solely at the request and for the benefit of our banks, 
to enable them to compete with the banks of other states. 
Wc have no objection to the banks or any other corpo- 
rations being properly encouraged; but why should 
they be encouraged by legislative interference, at so 
great an expense and sacrifice to a respectable portion 



of the citizens of the state. And why should the law 
extend to this county, when the notes of those banks do 
not circulate, and cannot, here, until the course of our 
trade is changed. When the reason of the law ceases, 
the law itself should cease. 

Your memorialists would further suggest the propriety 
of repealing not only the Act of last session concerning 
small notes, but also the eighth section of the Act of the 
22d of March, 1817, prohibiting the banks of this com- 
monwealth from issuing notes of a less denomination 
than five dollars. The reason for the last mentioned 
law has long since ceased, and your petitioners believe 
that the currency has now become healthy, sound and 
safe, and that the interest both of the banks and the 
people of Pennsylvania would be promoted by an entire 
repeal of both laws. Though notes less than $5 have 
long been in circulation, your petiGoners have experienc- 
ed no inconvenience, but many conveniences therefrorar. 
The faciUties afforded by a paper circulating medium of 
a less denomination than five dollars, for transmitting by 
mail small sums for paying fees for procuring copies from 
the land ofiice, and other offices of this commonwealth^ 
as also from the records of the various counties to bo 
g^ven in evidence in our courts of justice, and for many 
other purposes, must be well known and highly esteem* , 
ed by every person conversant with business, or inter- 
ested in the proceedings of courts of record or other 
legal tribunals. Indeed, in the opinion of your peti- 
tioners, the facilities which such a circulating medium 
affords, of procuring at pleasure from all parts of the 
United States, papers, pamphlets, 8co, scientific, litertity 
or political, by remitting the price of subscription by 
mail, (which is usually under $5,) thereby affording a 
ready means of obtaining and disseminating information 
and intelligence, and enlightening the public mind, more 
than counterbalances all the evils yet experienced, or as 
we trust, ever to be experienced from such a circula- 
tion. Your petitionei-s therefore most earnestly solicit 
from your honourable body a repeal of both these acts, 
or if this cannot be granted, an immediate repeal of the 

Act of laht session as far as regaixls the county of Erie. 
In doing so, we appeal to the great principle of justice, 
and feel well assured that the appeal will not be in vain, 

when addressed to the enlightened Legislature of Pena- 

sylvania. 

Slahof Patn^/hama, ■> ^<^j^ j, ,828. 
Ene county^ 89. 3 

Oyer and Terminer, Common Pleas, &c. 

We the Grand Jury, forming the grand inquest for the 
body of the county of Erie, convened and assembled 
from different sections of said county consider it a duty 
incumbent on us to inquire into every and all matters 
calculated to injure the interests of its citizens and se- 
riously to affect the growing prosperity of this county. 
While inquiring of existing evils productive of such 
consequences, our minds are forcibly arrested by the 
miserable effects which must follow the enforcement of 
a law passed at the last session of the Legislature of this 
Commonwealth, entitled **An act concerning small notes 
for the payment of money," and we think becomes ope- 
rative, unless previously repealed, on the first day of Ja^ 
nuary, 1829. 

While the Grand Jurors aforesaid give a most unqua- 
lified approbation to some of the provisions of the said 
act, prohibiting individuals and corporations, other than 
banking corporations, from putting small notes into cir- 
culation in lieu of specie, they do individually and as a 
body, look with much concern to the great inconvenien- 
ces and consequences which must inevitably follow, to 
the citizens of this county, by a strict observance of the 
said act, prohibiting the circulation of small bank notes 
under the denomination of $5. The local situation of 
this county^ almost surrounded by neighbouring states, 
where no similar laws have been enacted^ and Setween 
the citizens of which, and of thij county, there neces-- 
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aaaWy exists a dally and almost constant intercourse of 
every character, gi'owing" out of civil or commercial re- 
lations, obviously must produce consequences tlie most 
injurious to tiie citizens of this county, and of a charac- 
ter extremely embarrassing^, and almost, if not utterly 
impossible to overcome. 

The remoteness of this 90a nty from any operative 
banks of this Commonwealth, will tend to increase the 
difficulties and inconveniences arising from our local si- 
tuation, and affords another strong reason in support of 
the views; which this Grand Jury takes of the evils 
which must result from carrying into effect the law of 
last session. It is fully believed, that instead of in- 
creasing the specie circulation, this law will tend, in a 
tery few months, to banish every dollar of specie from 



ihe county. The common currency of our neighbour- 
ing states, with which travellers and ordinary business 
men ifsually furnish themselves^ is generally notes 
onder five doUarS) bat sath this law prohibits our re- 
ceivings therefore; sp^ecie must be pven for larger bills 
of other states, dut of wiiich small sums only may be 
Wanted, and of necessity must cause a constant drain of 
specie from this county — carried beyond the reach of 
our citizens, to the advantage of other states and thus 
impoverishing our own. If the law were general through- 
out the Union, this great evil to the county would not 
arise; The Banlzs of our state may be benefitted by 
the enactment of such a law^ but the people must suf- 
fer. This Grand Jury considers it very impolitic to pve 
legislative encouragements to large, rich, monied insti- 
tutions of an aristocratic character, in any community, 
where the direct consequences fall heavily, and operate 
injuriously upon the people at large. 

Undei^ these views, this Gl'and Jury can see none but 
the worst results to the citizens of this county if this 
hw shall not be repealed. It is feared that necessity 
will drive our citizens by common consent to seek all 
Opportunities of evadinp^ the provisions of the act, and 
as far as possible to avoid its penalties, by declining the 
enforcement of obedience to its requirement; such laws 
as operate injuriously to a large portion of a community, 
this Grand Jury humbly conceive cannot be founded in 
justice and sound policy. From hence s^ improper dis- 
regard and disrespect for the laws of the country may 
be gradtully introduced, the ties of our civil polity 
weakened, and our unrivalled institutions of a free %nd 
self government finally brought iiito disrepute and dis- 
grace. 

This Grand Jury feels an entire confidence iiv the wis- 
dom and pi^idencc of our legislature, and fully believe 
that that body, to which so much is entnilited, have only 
to be informed of the certain evils resulting from any 
law, in order to induce them to avert the injurious con- 
sequences feared or existing, by a full repeal of the law, 
or other J4idiciottis' legislature interfereitce and provi- 
sions. 



New Yo»k, 24th Mart*, 1828. 
Mr. Foulson* — Having read an article in the Philadel- 
phia American Daily Advertiser, headed * 'Fashions," I 
hope you will not consider me intrusive in thus contri- 
buting a few items in relation to times long gone by.~ 
I am now approaching the grand climacteric, and was t 
resident in the "Queen of Cities" for many happy yean. 
Circumstances rendered it necessary for roc to iaxe my 
abode in this busy commercial place, and notwithstaod* 
ingi am happily situated, with a large family, respecta- 
ble and respected, I often look back to the days of my 
boyhood, and call to my recollection, impressions made 
on my youthful mind. I sometimes fancy I can recol- 
lect fully the sound of the old Academy bell, in Fourth 
street, while we were playing at ball in the ^rear— the 



many jumps we had after it in Christ Church burying 
ground, and with what eagerness we (the scholan) 
would rush to the door to await its openings eacb one 
anxious to reach the hall first to attend prayers. 

I roust tell you that the old low wall arpund the 
Friends' buiying ground, opposite the Academy, gavo 
us touch facility in occupying it with our gAmes^ md I 
cannot omit to say in this place^ the last and best sermmi 
I ever heard, and that is saying a great deal, was preach- 
ed in that place at a funeral by Nicholas Wain. In your 
article, you say one William Ashley, in Arch street, wit 
the taylor roost sought after, and in most repute. Iie^ 
member him well, and well remember the Knight ofdke 
I'htroble that carried off the palm long before Aahley. 
His name was Hiddle, he was a German, readed in Arch 
street, comer of Chancery L.ane, during and after our 
Revolution; he was an eccentric character. In those 
days, Taylors, Shoemakers, and Hattersy waited on 
their customers to take their measures, and would bring 
the garments, previous to theiv being finished, to try oik* 
Having mentioned Riddle, permit me to introduce to 
you. Mister <*Stephen Blunt, Ladies' Silk and Stuff 
Shoe Maker." He resided in Chesnut street, 
Front; he was a remarkably short roan, with a T 
back, wore always a full suit of olive velvet; took aa un- 
common quantUy of Scotch snuff,^ and the first ladies of 
the city were not too fastidious of presenting their beau- 
tiful feet from under the covers, to be well suited by 
Mister ^lunt. 

Andrew Tybout, in Chesnut street, near Stnwbeny 
alley, batter, was the most celebrated for the cock of b» 
hat; and that esteemed friend, Isaac Parrish, in Nordk 
Second street, comer of Pewter Platlir alley-^ befiere 
the name of this alley is changed, and rocn^'a the pity — 
was the one most noted for adorning the heads of the 
old and young who worshipped in the Friends' roeetng^ 
house, the S. W. corner of^ Second and Market i 



Martin Stfong, Foreman. 
James Crawford,* 
Jabez Clarlcy 
Marsena Clark, 
Ricliard Stellwill, 
Clark Putnam, 
Thomas Uugl», 



' James Griffen* 
John^Dunlap, 
John'Fumroy, 
Thomas Sterrett, 
L. C. Willoughby, 
John Hay. 
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raox TU Ksw tobk oazkttb. 
A communication appeared some months since in a 
Philadelphia ptmer (Poulson's,) dn the subject of 
•fashions.'* A fcwmer resident of that city, noticed the 
article at that time, and wrote an answer, which was, 
however, mislaid. In examining his papers a few days 
since, he discovered it among them, and handed it to us 
for publication. The reminiscences will no doubt gra- 
tify many old inhabitants of the city of "Brotherly 

LOTC." 



I would add to your names of the ' Tippy Bobs,' thoae 
of Tom Pbile and Tom Pollard; and irit did not affoni 
an opportunity to soroc of calling me a roott unfiubioD- 
able, ill-natured hunks, 1 would tell vou the namea of 
many ladies, now alive, the roost celebrated belies of 
the day,'afid the most noted for Wearing large bell hoopCr 
large rumps, and large craws, but I will not be so a»> 
gallant. It. seems that Chesnut street, above Sixth, ia' 
now the Broadway of Pliiladelpbia. Off the lot S. W. 
corner of Chesnut and Sixth' streets, I have often picked 
blackberries, and ar walk across Potter's field to Lefair 
non was considered a day's business. In those days, 
families would go together a mile or two oot of tovrar 
Uking with them all the necessaries for a tea party, and 
reward the landlord of the house with the purchase of a 
bottle or two of meaciU and return to ^o city ere the na 
bad set. 

Ladies would pay their visits at two o'clock tn tlit tf- 
ternoon, and the lighting uf the city lamps brc^e up'tlie 
company. The first Theatre I remember in Philadal- 
phia, was in a street running from Sotith street between* 
Front and Second streets. If my recollection serves me* 
it was called Vernon street. Southwark Theatre buc- 
ceeded, and after that Chesnut street,- and I am now i 
formed you have built another. The roost notedl 
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hooM was in Lztitk Conrt, it was kept hy Hr. K ^ 

he was a good customer himselff R H— , D 

B » T F ^ and old Captain H , were 

conftant erening i^tcndants; and I remember the latter 
adrtfing one of the company one erening', who stutter- 
ed a good dad» while telling a story about the Doek-st, 
Ghost^ and his intentioti of going to speak to it, taking 
his pipe out of his mouth and reiy gravely addressing 
the stuttering gentleman— -I would advise you sb^ in- 
stead of speuong to a Ghost, to write to it. You can at 
once conceive Sie lau^h tlnit ensued,* arfd which put a 
stop to all conversation m relation to his Ghostship. The 
only Confectioner ill those days was a German by the 
name of FUckwirt his shop was in Second street, where 
Mr. Thomas Dobson aftowiMs built his Stone house, 
and a lew doors below was a most ikmed Toj^hop, 
kept by a short fat Englishman, by the name of William 
Wigglesworth. Here We spent our pennies fb^ marbles 
and toff s, and a white or black alley, fouifd in our puN 
chase, was considered a great prize. Mrs. Pidmer in 
Chesaut street, was roost celebrated for hfr aJces, and 
Mr. M^DougaD, in Qiddte's Alley, knked as the first 
Dancing Master* In those days the ball always opened 
with a Minuet, Countiy Dances folbwed,' and a Horn- 
pipe vsually concluded the evening's entertainment at 
ten. The *^cient house" comer of Norris' alley and 
Second street, ¥ras then called the State House, and ihe 
crooked billet Tavern on the wharf was noted tot good 
Punch> next to what we got at the Bunch of Grapes Ttf' 
vem in Third street, kept by Israel Jacobs, most noted 
by the officers of the British and American armies, dur- 
ing the revolutionary war, for good cookery. 
. The head quarters of the British army being then at 
the printing office of your predecessor, in Market-st« 
John Dunlap, and the market houses, from Front to 
Third streets, used as stables for their army, as long as 
they remained in Philadelphia. We had m those days 
a newspaper published by Charles Town, once a week, 
called the Evening Post; and a man by the nam^ of 
Jemmy M'Coy, an Irishman, with one leg, used to sell 
them through the streets, blowing a trumpet, and cry- 
ing out, "here b your bloody news! here is your fine 
bloody newsl" An old bow-legged fellow, by the 
name of Slater, was then bill-poster; and an old man by 
the name of Mitchell, was a celebrated veildue-cner. — 
On the morning of the sale, he went his rounds, ah- 
rtuuncing the sale, the place, and tlie articles for sale. 
After the war. General Andrew St. Clair, wfisan auction- 
eer, and President of Congress, I believe, at the same 

time; J M , who was afterwards for many 

years, the tax-gatherer, and positively the last of the 
cocked-hats, wis auctioneer for South wark, at the south- 
east comer of South and Front streets, and John Loug- 
head, and Alexander Boyd, auctioneers in the Northern 
Liberties, in Second street above Brewer*s Alley. The 
roost respectable boardihg-housc in Philadelpnia, was 
kept by Mrs. Triste, south west comer of Market and 
Fifth streets. It was here that the g^cat and ^;ood 
tV^ashington made l&i home whenever he made visits, 
previous to the new coilstitutioh. Tlie counting-house 
of Willing & Morris, the greatest merchants in the city, 
Was in Penn street and contitiued there afterwards, 
wh^h ^r. Swanwick, who had b^eil their apprentice, 
was admitted as a partner. The Coffee House was 
kept at ihe south west comer of Market and Front sts., 
a large frame shed covered the walk, and here all the 
outdoor public sales were held; also the horse market 
on Wednesda}'s and Saturdays. Col. Bryson kept the 
Post Office, in a frame building in Market street, near 
FrankliA Court 

Sharp Delaney was Collector of the pbrt, and Frede- 
rick Phile, Naval Officer. Es^. Fleeson was famous for 
his police duties, and presiding in the criminal courts 
hela in the Old Court House, in Market street; and 
every body, young and old, knew and feared, Alexan- 
der Carlislei head constable, and his two dogs, himself 
the most ferocknlt. The writer of this once ttw him 
Vol, II, 44 



have old Crazy Joe in hi« possession, but he got away 
from him. Joe was harmless, but always prowling about, 
swearing and cursing to himself, he was afterwards scfft 
to the Hospital, where he died. We had another harm- 
less man about the city, wen known by the name of 
Crasy Bewail, he wore mtlf a shiK and breeches, with a 
]ar|pe hat^ he was in the haMt of letting his nails grow to 
an immoderate length, Imd stopping at every pump, and 
at which he would exertiie himself for a length of time. 
Crazy Bobby,- from the Ship Yard, was the terror of the 
boys; they used t6 buy him off for a penny. Twice a 
year, from the Jerseys, we had a ballad singer thr6c^ 
the streets, ktioWh hr the name of Maty the BslDad 
Singer; She used to drop a curtsey to the patasers by; 
and saldte them #ithf 'Master, I'll thank vou for a gui- 
nea.' She was not above taUng a penny, but too proud 
to Mk for one. 

I have thus amused myself for a short tiiffe, I do ffot 
know Whether it irill be acceptable to yod or Hot, and 
therefttfe shall not enlsirge at present, nor again, unless 
I notice this in yout piiper, when I may again trouble 
you. I pa^ fio attention to style or arrangement — 1 have 
written tins as fast as tho recollection of put evenlar etf* 
tered my min4« 

Your friend, 

AN OLD PHILADELFRIAlf . 



EARLY HISTORY. 

7%« tTeHifndny ofEiehard Towrtimdi 9hbiJoing iheprmi^ 

dential hattk^ Ood to him imd others, Jn>m thtfinl 

teiiltfnent of rermsyhania to this day, {About the yeat 

1727.) 

'*1(Vherea« Kiitg Charles the second, in the year 1681, 
i^as pleased to grant this province to William J^entif and 
his heirs, forever; which act seemed ttf he an act of 
Providence to «nany religious, good people; and th6 
Proj)ritt6r, JVitiiam Penn, being one of the pe6f>l^ 
called Quakers; and in g^od esteem among them sind ' 
others, many were inclined to embark along with him^ 
for the settlement of this place. 

<*To that end, in the year 1682 several ships being 
provided, 1 found a concern on my mind to embark with 
them, with my wife and child; and about the kftter end 
of the Sixth-month, having settled my affairs in Londtmi 
where I dwelt,* I went, on board the ship Welcome, £to^ 
bert Greenwood, conunander,* in company with my wor-' 
thy friend, WilRam Penn,* whose good convefsatioft Ivan 
very advantageous to all the companv. His singular 
care was manifested in Contributing to the necesaties of 
many, who were sick of the Smallpox, then on boardf 
out of which compltny about thirty died.— After a pros- 
perous passage of about two months, haiin^had, in that 
time, many |^)od meetings 6n board, we arrived there. 

"At our arrival, we found it a wildemett; the chief 
inhabitants were Indians, and some Swedes,* wh6 reteivJ 
ed us in a friendly manner; and thodgh there was M 
great number of us^ the good hand of Providence waa 
seen in a particular manner; in that provisions were 
found for us, by the Swedes and Indians^ at venr reasona- 
ble rates, as well as brought from diters other parts, 
that #ere inhJtbited before. 

*'Owr first 6oncem was to keep up and maintain our 
religious woteMp; and, in order thereunto, we had seve<< 
ral meetings, in the houses of the inhabitants; and on« 
boarded meeting-house teas set up, where the city waa 
to be, near Dekauart; afid, i(s we had nothing but lov^ 
and good will, in our hearts, one to another, we had 
very comfortable meetings,' from time to tinoe; and afler 
our meeting was over, we assisted each other in building 
little houses for our shelter. 

••After some time I set Up a millj oh Chester creek/ 
which I brought ready framed from Ltrndon,- which 
served for grinding of com, and sawing of boards; and 
was of great use to us. Besides, I, with Joshua TitUry% 
made a net, and caught great quantities of fish; which 
supplied ourselves m many <ytherB| so that, Botwith' 
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•taading it was thought near three thousand persons 
came in the first year, we were providentiaUy provided 
for,, that we could buy a deer for about two shillings, 
mati large turkey for about one shilling, and In£an 
com for about two shillings and six pence per bushel. 

"And as our worthy Proprietor treated the ItnUans 
iwith extraordinary humani^, they became very civil 
And loving to us, and brought in abundance of venison. 
As in other countries, the Indians were exasperated by 
bard treatment, which hath been the foiilidation of much 
bloodshed, so the contrary treatment here hath produced 
their lovejand affection. 

** About a year after our arrival, there came in about 
twenty families from high and low Chrmany, of religious, 
good peoplei whe settled about six miles from Fhilar 
^ieiffhiof and called the place Germofikmnu^^The coun* 
try continually increasing, people began to spread them- 
lelvesfurtlier back. 

••Also a place called JSbrik Waks, was settled by 
, many of the andeni BritonSf an honest inclined people, 
although they iiad not then made profession of the 
truth, as held by us, yet, in a little time, a large con- 
rincement was among them, and divers meeting-houses 
were built. 

"About the time, in which (rermaniown was laid out, 
I settled upon my tract of land, which 1 had purchased of 
the Proprietor in England, about a mile from thence; 
where I set up a house and acorn mill; — which was very 
useful to the country round: — But there not being 
plenty of horses, people generally brought their corn on 
their backs many miles;— I remember one man had a 
bull so gentle, that he used to bring the corn on him, 
instead of a horse. 

"Being now settled about six or seven miles f. om 
Philadciphiat where leaving the principal body of 
friends, together with the cliicf place of provisions, as 
before mentioned, flesh meat was very scarce with me, 
for some time, of which 1 found the want. 1 remember 
I was once supplied by a particular instance of Provi- 
dence in the following manner: — 

"As I was in my meadow, mowing gi'ass, a young- 
deer came and looked on me; T continued mowing, ami 
the deer in the same attention to me; upon which I laid 
down my scythe, and went towards him; upon which he 
ran off a small distance; I went to my work again, and 
the deer continued looking on me, so that several 
times I left my work, to go towards him; but he still 
kept himself at a distance; at last, as I was going to- 
wards hun, and he, looking on; me, did not mind his 
steps, but ran forcibly against thfe trunk of a tree, and 
•tunned himself so much tliat he fell, upon which I ran 
forward, and, getting upon him, held him by the legs. 
After a great struggle, in which I had almost tired him 
out, and rendered him lifeless, I threw him on my shoul- 
ders, holding him fast by the legs, antl, with some difli- 
culty, from his fresh stmggling, carried him home, about 
a quarter of a mile, to my house; where, by the assist- 
ance of a neighbour, who happened to be there, and 
killed him for me; he proved very serviceable to my 
family. I could relate sevci*al other acts of l*i*ovidcnce 
of this kind, but omit them for brevity. 

"As people began to spread, and improve their lands, 
the country became more fruitful; so that tliose, who 
came after us, were plentifully supplied; and with what 
we abounded we began a small ti'ade abroad. Ami as 
Philade^hiu increased, vessels were built and many 
employed. Both country and trade have been wonder- 
fully increasin|^ to tliis day; so that, from a wilderneia^ 
the Lord, by his good hand of Providence, hath made it 
a fruitful field:— On which to look back, and observe all 
the steps, would exceed my present purpose; yet, being 
now in the eighty-fourth year of my age, and having 
been in this country near forty-six years, jind my memory 
pretty clear, concerning the rise and progress of the 
province, I can do no less than return praises to the 
JUnightt/f when 1 look back and consider his bountiful 
bandy not only in temporals, but in the great increase of 



our meetings) wherein he hath nuay tiip^ mnwfeiiU^ 
his great loving kindness, in reaching to, and convino* 
ing many persons of thr principles of truths and thoo^ 
that were already convinced, 'and continued faitklul* 
were not only blessed with plenty of the fruits of ihm, 
earth, but also with the dew of Heaven 

"I am engaged* in my spirit, to supplicate the umA^ 
nuance thereof, to the present rising gelicrttiont tha^ 
at God hath* blessed their parents, the same hkmnnf 
may remain on their offspring to the end of time^ that it 
may be so is the hearty denre and prayer of th^ir an^nt 
and loldng friend, 

RICHAHB TOWNSEND.'* 
[Proust HiMary. 

\0n Saturday the 29th ultimo, agreeably Uf pnbBe no- 
tice, a large concourse of citizens attended nt the Hoiuae 
of Refuge when John Sergeant Esq. delitered the fol- 
lowing Address, which exhibits a comprebenBtre new 
of the nature, design, and progress of this institntioe. 
We deem it unnecessary to add any thing in fkvoqr oC 
this esti^lisfament, believing that i^er the penual of the 
address, every one must be convinecd of its inportance, , 
and be disposed to contribute to its support. We wi' 
derstand that the Refuge was opened on the first inst 
and has already received under its care, one or more ju^ 
venile ofTcnders. 

AN ADDRESS 

Delivered before tht cUizena of Fhilade^hia, oi Am Bourn 
of Refuge, on Saturday, the 29th of Novemher, 1828, 
By JuuiT Sersxast, President of the InstituUan. 

Fellow Citizens, 

It is my duty, in obedience to a resolution of the Bocnl 
of Managers of the Hoiuse of Refuge, to announce that 
the House will be opened on Monday the first day of 
December next, for the reception of as many inmates a» 
their means will at present enable tliem to provide for- 

In aiTiving at this stage of their labours, which they 
have reached by the aid of your munificence, and the 
liberal patronage of the Legislature t^ Pennsylvania, 
the Managers have reason to congratulate yont^ yow 
efforts have so far proved successful. A new institu- 
tion of humanity has been established, and this day ta- 
ken its place among the numerous monuments of en- 
lightened wisdom, und provi(Je.nt charity, which have at- 
tested the earnest and continued efforts of our State and 
her citizens, to improve the condition of society, to al- 
leviate the sufferings of misfortune, and to mitigate, a» 
far as possible, the evils of error and crime. In this ca- 
reer there is no danger that we shall advance too far-— * 
The boundaries of empire have of^en been enlarged by 
unjust force, and the conquest has only administered to 
an ungovernable ambition, regardless of every thing 
but the vain trophies which displayed its indulgence. — 
But the limits of morality, of religion, and of humanity,. 
may be indefinitely extended, and with every extension 
wc may be assured that we are enlarging the circle of 
human happiness, and contributing, under Providence, 
to the present and futiu-e welfare of man. 

The good work, which has been thus far happily ad- 
vanced, is still in Ks infancy, and, as you will soon per- 
ceive, stands in need of, further support, to give it the 
growth and strength which are necessary to the dieve- 
lopment of its beneficent faculties, and which ought to 
characterise the offspring of a powerful and liberal cooi- 
munity like that in which it is our lot to be placed. 

The Managers deem it their duty to enforce this ch|» 
by exhibiting to you some account of the progrc« ■■•<* 
present state of the institution^ aa well as of lU ftrture 
prospects. 
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It will be eecbllected that at a large and i^spectable 
meeting of the citizens of Philadelphia, held on the T'th 
day of FebrtMuy, 1836, it was resolved, with great luia- 
niouty, to organize a society for the reformation of ju- 
venile delinc^ents. The terms of association were 
;agreed upon, and committees appointed to solicit sub- 
scriptions in aid of the undertakmg. Immediately af- 
ter, application was made to the legislature for the requi- 
«ite powers; and, on the 23d of March, 1826, an act 
was paraed to incorporate the subscribers, with a rapi- 
^ity which evinced the entire sanction by the legislative 
wisdom of Pennsjrlvania, of the plan of benevolence 
which had been thus devised. 

On the first day of May, in the same year, officers and 
managers were elected by the subscribers, and charged 
m'lth the execution of what had been thus resolved and 
.sanctioned. They have since been continued, Cwith 
some few changes) by successive elections, and have 
earnestly endeavoured to fulfil the task assigpied to 
them. 

In many of the wards, the Committees appointed by 
the meeting, did not perform their duty with the zeal 
and industry expected from them. With the aid of the 
committees, nevertheless, and with the voluntary exer- 
tions of individual members of the Board, who kindly 
l^ve their services, there was collected from this source, 
ui the city and districts, the sum of $8,104,41 . 

In the same year (1826,) application was made to 
the Legislature for assistance, and on the 2d of March, 
182f, an act was passed, evincing the same liberal spirit 
which has always characterized our representatives when 
worthy objects have been presented for their support. 
By this iLct, there was an immediate appropriation of five 
thousand dollars, an appropriation of twenty-five hun- 
dred dollars additional before the 1st January, 1828, and 
twenty-five hundred dollars before the 1st January, 1829, 
making a total from the State treasury of ten thousand 
dollars. By the same act, ten thousand dollars were di- 
rected to be paid by the county commissioners of the 
county of Philadelphia, out of the county funds, in an- 
nual instalments, of not less than five thousand dollars 
each, 'for the purpose of defraying the expense of a 
site, and building a House of Refuge thereon;" and after 
such payment, they were directed to pay "annually 
thereafter, for the term of five years, the sum of five 
thousand dollars, for keeping the said House of Refuge 
in good order and repair, and for defhiying any inciden- 
tal and unavoidable expenses which may from time to 
time be incurred \n conducting the said Institution." 

While these measures were in progress, the managers 
were anxiously engaged in exertions to bring the insti- 
tution into active existence at as early a day as possible. 
The want of such an establishment became more obvi- 
ous as their inquiries were extended. They hoped that 
some building migfht be found already erected, and cal- 
culatsd to afford the required accommodation, at least 
for a time. But their expectations were disappointed; 
and they were sooii brought to th« conclusion, (with 
which they have now no reason to be cfissatisfied,) that 
the object of their constituents and the public could 
' oaly be sittained by purchasing a lot, and placing upon 
it % stmctore in m respects adapted to the contempk- 
led purpose. 

Accordhigly, about the Tth of April, 1827, they pur- 
thased a lot of ^rt acres and fifteen perches, at the cor- 
ner of Francis's lane and the Wissahiccon road, in Penn 
township, in the county of Philadelphia, for the sum of 
five theisand five hundred dolhirs. Having arranged 
their plan, and appointed a building committee, (who 
have devoted themselves with unceasing attention to the 
work,} the cornerstone was laid on the 21st of June, 
1827, and the building urged to a completion with as 
imieh despatch as the nature of the case would allow. — 
The general phui and arrangement will be understood 
from the following description. 

A plot of ground 400 feet in length from east to west, 
and 231 feet in breadth horn north to south, bouKided 



by streets on all sides, is enclosed by a stone wall two 
feet thick and twenty feet high. The main building 
fronts to the north, on Howard street, and is 92 feol in 
length by 30 in depth. This building is intended for 
the accommodation of the keeper's family, and contains 
rooms for the use of the managei-s, and for infirmaries for 
the delinquents. Wings on each side extend the whole 
length of the front, and contain tlirec ranges or stones 
Of cells, four feet by seven feet each, for separate lodg- 
ing rooms. These cells, of which there are 174^ are 
well lighted and ventilated. The main building is cov- 
ered with tin, and the dormitories are slated. It is de- 
signed, (in case it should be necessary, and the means 
can be obtained,) to complete the plan by extending 
these dormitories round the wall of the yard, so as to 
form a hollow square. The expense will be compara- 
tively small, as they will be within the present wall, a 
part of the cost of which may be considered as having 
been incurred with a view to such extension. There is, 
also, within the enclosure, a place of worship, and there 
are the nccessaiy buildings for kitchens, dining rooros, 
and work shqps. 

These builuing6,it will be seen, embrace the requisite 
provision for security, employment, instruction, and sep- 
aration from contaminating association. The utmost 
economy has been consulted throughout; and the man- 
agers, never forgetting that it was their first duty to ad* 
vance the object committed to their care, have been 
careful at the same time neither to incur nor permit any 
expense which could be spared without detriment to 
the principal design. The buildings are substantial & 
plain; the furniture is simple ar.d cheap; 8c the arrange- 
ments for the conduct of the House are upon a scale as 
reduced as was practicable. 

With" all their efforts, however, tliey have httn un- 
able to provide for the expenses which were absolutely 
unavoidable, without incurring debt; and it is not now 
in their power, without further aid, tu put the institu- 
tion into operation upon a scale commensurate with the 
public wants. That this would probably be Uie case, 
they early apprehended; and they endeavoured \n 
time to obtain the required assistance. In January last, 
they presented a memorial to the Legislature, setting 
firth at length their proceedings up to that period, and 
the condition and prospects of the work. In February* 
they called a meeting of the contributors, published an 
address to their fellow citizens, repeated their request 
for aid, and adopted measures for obtaining new sub- 
scriptions. This call produced little more than four 
thousand dollars, which, added to the amount before 
received, gives a total for individual subscriptioiM of 
$12,585.27. 

Their receipts from all sources have amounted to $42^ 
364.76: to wit: 
Private contributions, as before stated, $1^,585.27 

State Treasury, to wit: 
Appropriation for 1827, 5000 

^^ 1828, 2500 

7,500 

County Trea.sury, to wit: 

Appropriation for 1827, 5000 

^^ ^ 1828, 5000 

10,000 

Anticipated by a note of the Committee of 

Finance, 2,500 

Loans firom 13 individuals, to be returned 
in 1829, each $500, 6,500 

Loan from Pennsylvania Society for the 
Promotion of Public Economy, secured by a 
mortgage on the real estate of the House of 
Refuge, without the walls, 3,000 

Sales of materials, i^*id interest of money 
loaned in 1826-7, 279.49 

#42,364.76 



Digitized by 



Google 



9S0 



HOUSE OF BEFUGE. 



[Ditfrynv 



42,289.73 



Tbeir expenditures h&re tmounted to 
to wit: 

Lot of ground, 5.500 

Buildinn »nd wall, as far as completed, 35,800 

Miicellaneous, including interest of money 
borrowed, insurance of buildings, &c 989.23 



$42,289.23 
Leaving a balance in the hands of the treasurer at tbe 
present tip»e pfonly $75.53. 

Tp CQmple]^ the buildings, and prepare accommoda- 
tiony for 25 boys and 10 girls, will require at least 1,600 

Sa)||Lr(.es of officers, and maintenance of 
subjects for tbe present year, will not be less 
$bah 600 

Add the present debt of the society, to wit: 
IXMin firom individuals^ ^,500 

Loans (irom Society for Promoting Publip 
Economy, 3,000 

Will give for the probable amount of debt — — 
on the 1st Januaiy, 1829, $11,700 

If provision could be made for the payment of this 
debt, the prospect might be deemed encouraging. The 
County Commissioners are authopzed to pay five thou- 
sand dollars annually out pf the pounty tundSf fpr five 
years, cpmmen'cing with the year ^829r To this nuiy 
be added annual subscriptions, exp/ected tp amount to 
from six to eight hundred dollars, which, togfether, 
would be sufficient to maintain oi^e hundred subjects. 
*fhji ][loMse is palculated to accqpiirnodate 174, that is to 
fay, 87 boys and 87 girls. But the manafj^ers feel con- 
fident, that if relieved frpm debt, and put mto operation 
with jlhe limited number mentioned, its practical ben- 
efits would in a short time secure to it the patronage 
necessanr for its extension and support. 

In making this exposition of the result of their labours 
up to Uie present time, it is the purpose of the mana- 
gers, while thev give an account of their stewardship, to 
show to their fellow citizens the necessity for further aid, 
and td appeal to them to afford it. The work is their 
own. To them will belong the satisfaction to be deriv- 
ed from its success, and to them also will belong a con- 
siderable portion of whatever credit may be due to those 
^ho have conferred its benefits uppn the community. — 
tVill they,' suffer it to languish for want of the aid tb*t 
is now required? 

Of those who have given any consideration to this 
subject, there are very few, perhaps there are none, 
Yfho have not unhesitatingly yielded their entire appro- 
|^atif>n to the plan of a Hous|B of Befuji^. The pimple sug- 
gejition, indeed, seemed to carry , instant ponviction to 
every mina capable of understanding, and (o every heart 
susceptible of feeling the nature of Uie duties we owe to 
oursHves and to each ott)er. There was and there con- 
tinues to be, as almost entire unanimity of opinion in 
favouf of tbe work. But there are nsany who think tha^ it 
pught to be altoj^ether a public cbaige, and on tha^ ac- 
count have declined to give it the support of their n%mes 
or eontribultions. They say^ let it be supported by the 
treasifryofthe State or of the County, and pot be 
thrown upon tbe charity of jpdividuals. 

It cannot be denied, that he who is asl^ed to give^ is 
at liberty t9 withhold: he is the pxchiaive master of the 
judgfpefit whiph, in this respeet, is to determine his 
conduct But it is not inconsistent with the just liber- 
ty pf our fellow citizens to place before them the mo- 
tives which influence us to ask, and which, properly 
coipdered, may peniaps induce them to ^ve. It is 
with this view, and with the |iope th%^ our efforts may 
yet open new streams of bounty, as well a| enlarge 
xthose which have fo fiir supplied and nourished the es- 
tablishnient, that we now invite your attention to some 
of the considerations which peem to us to justify the ap- 
peal. 

We would remind you; in the first place, that the 
great end and aim of the House of Refuge is, in the 
J^rictest fense pf the termf^ i^ iprjj: of charity and roer- 



cy. Whatever else may be contempUted — susd eej 
tainly extensive public advantages are to be expe<:te' 
which will deserve the public consideratioii-*-49 only is' 
cidental. The Befuge is not a place of puntshmesiti il 
is not a provision simply, nor eyen principally, for the 
security of society against offence, by tbe confincmeae 
of culprits, nor for inflicting the vengeance of socie^ 
upon ofi*enders as ^ terror to those who may be ineliiie4| 
to do evil. It presents no vindictive or reprosicblbl as^ 
pect; it threatens no humiliating recollections of tlK 
past; it holds out no degrading denunciations for tht 
ruture— but, in the accentsof kmdneai and compsasioii, 
invites.the children of poverty and ignorance, whose 
wandering and unguided steps are leading them to swift 
destruction, to come to a home where they will be shel- 
tered from temptation, and led into the ways of oseful- 
ness and virtue. 

That S4ch is the object of the establishment, wiH be 
manifest from reading the sixth section of the Act of Is- 
corporation, which provides <<That the said manageis 
shall at their discretion receive into the said House tf 
Refuge, such children who shall be taken up or cos- 
mttted as vagrants, or upon any criminal chai^ ords- 
ly convicted of criminal oflfences, as may in the jodf- 
ment of tbe Court of Oyer and Terminer, or of tlie 
Court of Quarter Sessions of the peace of tbe county, 
or of the Mayor's Court of the city of Philadelphia, or of 
any alderman or justice of the peace, or of the msBagen 
of the alms^iouse and house or employment, be deeoh 
ed proper objects; and the said managers of the Hove 
of Ref\ige shall have power to place the said children 
committed to their care, during the minority of the aud 
children, at su(:h employments, and cause them to be in- 
structed in such branches of useful knowledge as niT 
be suitable to their years and capacities; and they slnil 
have power in their discretion to bind out the said chil- 
dren, with their consent, as apprentices, during tbeir 
minority, to such persons, and at such pbces, to letro 
Such proper trades and employments as in their judg- 
ment will be most conducive to tbe reformation ud 
amendment, and will tend to the future benefit and id- 
vantage of such children." 

The value of such a foundation is demonstrsble bjr 
abundant proofs. Our laws, conforming as 6ras pnc- 
ticable to the dictates of nature, regard the period d 
infiuicy as weak and prone to error, and/ tbe in&ntai 
incapable of governing himself. He may be said, is 
general, to be exempt from all civil responsibility. He 
can make but few binding contracts, except for neie 
necessaries. Whatever acts he is permitted to do^ 
are guarded by peculiar cautions, all having in 1119 ts 
protect him from the feebleness of his own ju^paest, 
and to place him at maturity upon the ati^ (h lifi, u if 
he were then bom to society, and began first to esit 
for the purpose of civil obligation. 

Our criminal laws are upon an entirely different loot' 
ing. lirhepierit be that the fiicuhy of judging betwees 
right and wrofig is more early and nsore distiocdv d^ 
vdpped, than the capacity to exercise a sound jo^* 
ment upon the coipplicated concerns of property, or 
that the security of society does not allow of tbe mm 
indulgei>ce when crime is coipmitted as in cases sfeoo* 
tract, or whether it be from ^the combined operition of 
both these pause% the lapt is certain, tWfliereii 
sparcely an age 1^ tepder as to be exempt fipom crinisl 
responsibility *<Under seven years ot iqre, iodeed^" 
says BUckstone, *<an infimt connot be guilty of feksj j 
for then a felonious discretion it Almost an imposribifi^ 
in nature: but at eight years oM he roajr beffuiltya 
felony. Also, under fourteen, though an infiint shiU be 
prima facie adjudged to be doli incapax; yet, if itip* 
pear to the court and jury that be was doii cspaz, aw 
could discern between good and evil, he may becoorict' 
ed and suffer death." 4 B. Com. 32, The leined 
author then goes on to state the case of a girl of tiiir- 
teen who had been burned for killing her mistress ud 
of two boys of teUf and one of eight ye«rt old, vbobid 
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ered the poiiislimeiyt of death by hang^ing. 
^hat the law could in this respect be sfSely altered, is 
i than r would undertake to affirm. Immunity from 
fnal accountability up to a fixed period of life, and 
TMo^uent freedom fix)m restraint and punishment 
il that period arrive, would be repugnant to every 
tate of social* prudence and justice. On the other 
iiid, to seize upon the first dawn of the faculty of dis- 
king between right and wrong, when childUiood is 
Hc$t in the laaguage, the deportment, and in the 
try person of the culprit, and throw the offending 
lild into a mass of ripe and hardened offenders, subject- 
to the same punishment, and condemned to the same 
ociation, has in it something so revolting to hunanit}, 
it the spectacle neverfailstoenlist the feelings against 
e law, and judges and juries are often tempted to 
jti their conscience in order to produce an acquittal. 
her alternative is dangerous to the future welfare of 
le unfortunate accused. If by the iiTesistible impulse 
humanity, he is restored to liberty, he returns to his 
trmer haunts and habits, emboldened by impunity, and 
■dened, perhaps ruined, by the base association to 
iich he has been exposed, even before his trial, by 
^^^olinement with uatried prisoners. If he be condemn- 
\^md^ his fate is almost inevitably sealed. Nothing less 
^^ than a miracle can save him from destruction. 

tka *'Of all the men we meet with," says Mr. Locke, 
bJ, t ^*mn» parts in ten are what they are, good or evil, use- 
li » ful or not, by their education." What roust be the edu- 
ftt': ca.tion of those whom we put to school in a common iail! 
iti; fividence is .not wanting to establish as a melancholy 
is' Abctp what we might readily infer from observation as 
fCf likely to be the case. T. F. Buxton, in his "inquiry," 
\x 'i states the result of his personal examination in a number 
d^t of pnsdns, from which it may not be unprofitable to 
y> msike some extracts. Speaking of the Borough Compt- 
ce er, he says, **Tbe jailer told me that in an experience of 
£ nine years he had never known an instance of reforma- 
.i> jtioD« he thought the prisoners grew worse, and he was 
•j; muse* that if you took the first boy you met with in the 
streets, and placed him in his prison, by the end of a 
S3 month he would be as bad as the rest, and up to all the 
r. fo^eiy of London." At the jail of St. Albans, he 
I aksked of the jailer, <^ave you ever known persons come 
^. here comparatively innocent, who have gone out quite 
depraved)" **I hive not," is the answer, **known per- 
80P8 come here innocent, because they are sent here for 
«one offence; but I have known several sent here for 
first offences, whose minds were not wicked, Uiough 
they had been guilty of the one offence. I have known 
a great many, (I can't mention the number,) who com- 
ing in thus, have gone out quite depraved; but I have 
never known one, who coming in wicked, went out bet- 
ter." *']ifany and very rrievous," sajrs Mr. Buxton, 
** are the instances w^ch have come to my knowledge 
of persons /corrupted by prisons. When I first went to 
^ Newgate, my attentipp was directed by my companion 
to a boy, whose apparent innocence and arUessness had 
mttracted hb attentic#. The schoolmaster said he was 
mn example to all the rest, so quiet, so reserved, and so 
unwilling to have any intercourse with his dissolute com- 
panions.^ At his trial he was acquitted upon evidence 
which did not leave a shadow of suspicion upon him; 
but ktely I racognised him again m Newgate; but 
with a very different character. He confessed to me 
that on his release he had associated with the acquamt- 
ances he had formed in prison: of his ruin I feel but little 
doabt; and as Gttle of the cause of it He came to New- 
gate innocent; he left it corrupted." 

Oae more instance is related by Mr. Buxton at 9ome 
length. It is of a pecuCarlv aitecting nature, and de- 
serves to bo repeated fbrth^ solemn lesson it coi>- 
vejrs:— •*G. M., the son of a journeyman butcher, in re- 
duced circumstances, was educated at the endowed 
grammar school at Burnet, under the Rer. Mr. Man, who 
writes me word, * G. M. was for som^ |imc under my 



care, and as far as I recollect, conducted himself pro 

Kerly during that period. He came to London with 
is ifather, and I am assured by a very respectable 
tradesman, who knew liim well, that he would not have 
objected to take him into his service. He is now fbur^ 
teen years old, and a boy of an intelligent countenance. 
He was apprehended in May last as a vag^nt, for sell- 
ing religious tracts in Bishopg^te church-yard, without 
a hawker's license, and sent to the city bridewell for a 
month. There he passed the day with twenty men 
and four boys committed for various crimes, and he slept 
with a prisoner who employed him to pick pockets 
and steal from the other prisoners, and received, as the 
boy says, the produce of his thefts. The man and five 
others took a fever, and the boy continued to sleep 
with him during its progress. He caught it himself, 
brought it home, and communicated it to his father, 
mother, and three brothers, one of whom died. The 
father told wie, that before his apprehension, he was a 
good and dutiful son, and tliat he had no fault to find 
with him. His mother said he was a quiet, demure boy, 
fond of reading, and always willing to go with her to a 
place of worship. Now, he never takes a book into his 
hands, except to purloin it; and if she mentions any re- 
ligious service, she is answered by execrations on her 
and her advice. She placed him in a school, but he 
sent word to the master, with a desperate oath, that he 
would never go again. She cannot keep anjr work in 
the house. He has stolen and sold her bible, his fiither's 
clothes, and the clothes lent by the Raven-crow school 
to his brother; he is seldom at home: his father has 
found him at night sleeping in the baskets of Covent 
Garden, with a horde of girls and boys, thieves and 
prostitutes. I was much struck with the behaviour and 
feeling lamentations of his parents. They spoke to the 
boy 'more in sorrow than m anger,* and even excused 
his unkindness and depravity, as resulting fh>m this con* 
finement. On the other hand, I was as much struck 
with the hard, careless, scornful manner in which he 
replied.' " 

Such were the effects of the imprisonment of a child 
in a common jail; and such must always be its destruc- 
tive effects. Nor are they lunited to anjr grade of of- 
fence, nor to those who have been convicted. Those 
who are committed for the slightest misdeeds, (as hap- 
pened in the instance just quoted) and those who are 
committed fbr trial, innocent perhaps of what is imputed 
to them, are alike exposed to the ruinous action of tho 
corrupting mass into which they are thrown. 
{To he continued,) 



STATE-HOUSE FIRE BELt. 

Mode of ringing the Alarm Bell, so as to show tiie 
direction of nass from the Stata-house. 

When the fire is to the North, the bell will be rung by 
sing^ strokes— for the South, by double strokes, in ra- 
pid succession<-*for the East, three — and for the West« 
fo>ir strokes. 

N 8 E W 
12 3 4 

For the intermediate points of the compass thus: North 
1, followed by 3 rapid strokes for East, will show that 
the fire is Northeast from tho State-house; and so on for 
aH the others. 

The following table exhibits the whole scheme: — 

N. E, I. 3. 
S. E. n, 3^ 
N. W. I, 4. 
S. W. n, 4. 

The Bell win not be rung before 10 o'clock at nighty 
unless it be known that there actually is a fire; but Mter 
that time for tvtry alarm. When the direction of the 
^ is not known, the beU will be struck five or more 
times ip rapid succession. — Jhtrora, 
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TAXABLES OF THE CITY AND COUNTY OF PHILADELPHIA, 

For 1821 and 1828, wmpikdfrom the returns in the office of the County Commissioners, Jtlso the 
voles given at the Ward^ General, and EUetorat Elections of 1828, in the City, 





Taxables. 


Votes in 1828. , 




Taxable*. 1 


WARDS. 






- ! 


TOWNSHIPS. 






18^1. 


1828. 


Ward. 


Gen.* 


Elect'l. 


1821. 


1828. 


Upper Delaware - 


663 


1216 


,583 


669 


677 


Byberrry ... 


194 


226 


Lower do. 


750 


1501 


714 


801 


770 1 Moreland . • . | 


92 


103 


Nortl^ M^lbeny - 


1028 


1011 


404 


621 


542 


Lower Dublin 


508 


SS9 


South do. 


1319 


1051 


402 


529 


499 


Oxford 


542 


7SX 


Nprth . 


1349 


1393 


428 


558 


548 


Bristol 


295 


34r 


Hiffh - 


531 


914 


469 


613 


596 1 Germantown 


991 


1032 


Cbesnut 


492 


821 


417 


515 


509 !l Roxborough 


369 


642 


Middle - - - 


862 


77^ 


299 


396 


374 ! Blockley - - 


584 


r42 i 


Walnut 


420 


1117 


349 


403 


398 ll Kingsessinr - 


210 


241 


South ... 


748 


599 


306 


327 


326 Passyunk - - - 


273 


262 


J)ock - - . 


459 


. 863 


409 


519 


494 


Moyamensing 
E. Southwark 


928 


1766 


Locust ... 


1402 


1364 


470 


626 


623 


1465 


isar 


Pine 




1020 
1452 


417 


444 


479 


W. do. - - 


1349 


1480 


New Market - 


1067 


505 


509 


562 


Penn Township - 


1305 


2205 


Cedar - 


1606 


1446 


209 


275 


319 


E. Kensington 
W. do. 


928 
897 


1333 














1424 


Total 1821 


12,696 










N. Liberties, unincorp. 
1st Ward N. L. - 


670 


464 














749 






16,542 








2d do. ... 


447 


623 


Add Deaf and Dumb 












3d do. ... 


633 


881 


who are taxablcs. 




14 








4th do. - - - 
5th do. . - - 


418 
1012 


601 














11S3 


Totals 1828 




16,556 


6381 


7805 


7716 


6th do. - - - 
7th do. - - - 


579 


768 






■ 1 


507 


740 


* ]i*or CnniM'Ma. 




J 










"0-- 


SUMMARY. 






Total, 1821 


15,196 










1821. 


18^8. 


Increase 


~~ 


^ 










- 




20,739 
11 




City 


. 


12.696 


16,556 


3860 




Add to this Deaf & Dumb 






Countj . 

Totals . 


: 


15,196 


20,750 


5554 


- 


taxables - - - 
Tohd, 1828 


^ 


27,892 


37,306 


9414 


20.750 



In the City, the following Cokured Taxabl«s are in- 
ckided in 1828: 



Upper Delaware, 

Lower do. 

North Mulberry, 

South Mulberry 

North, 

High, 

Chesnut, 

Middle, 

Walnut, 

8outb» 



47 

52 

44 

104 

76 

5 

3 

49 
87 
67 

534 



Brought forward — 534 

Dock. 62 

Locust, 355 

Pine, 126 

New Market, 280 

Cedar, 228 



ToUl, 
In 1821, 

Increase, 



1585 
1351 

234 



DxAf AMD Dtmv. 

The number of Deaf ^nd Dumb in 1828, including 
77 in the Pennsylvania Asylum, is 124, viz. 97 in the 
City and 27 in the County; say in both, out of the Asy. 
luro, 47. In 1821 there were 43, 

Of those in 1828, there are 9 white males, of the fd. 
lowing ages: 5 years, 12, 15, two of 21« 25, 27, 35» 40. 

Five whiU females, aged 10, 17, 19, 23, 37. 

Thnee blaA males 4:ed 7, 17, (these two are only 
dumb) and one of 50. 

Two coloured females, aged 19, and 22. 

Colour uncertain, one male, aged 31. 
22. One, age &c not mentioned. 

SLATX9. 

In 1821, there were in the 

City - - . - r 

County - - . - - 



One fem^e. 



7 slaves 

4 



11 



In 1828, there are in the 
Ci^ 
County - T 



Being a decrease of 5. 

Taxables in the following years. 



1 
5 

6 



Years. 


City, 


County. 


CUy ^Ca, 


1720 


- 




1195 


1740 






4850 


1751 






7100 


1760 


2634 


S687 


8321 


1771 


3751 


6704 


10455 


1779 


3681 


7066 


10747 


1786 


4876 


45f6 


9993 


1793 


7088 


6885 


13973 


1800 


6625 


7919 


14544 


1807 


7813 


9055 


16868 


1814 


9383 


10486 


19869 


1821 


12696 


15196 


27892 


1828 


16556 


20750 


37306 



It appears that from 1814 to 1821, the tazabka i»> 
creased in the 

City, about « . . « 35iperofSL 

County » - - 1. . 45 ♦« 

Averaging - - • t 40 •• 

And that froyn 1821 to 1828, those in the dty incaKaaed 

at the rate of about 30 per cent, and the county 36^ 

averaging about 33 per cent. 

At the former enumeration, (in 1821«^ the Tunbloe 
were about in the proportion of ont^fiftk to tiie wfae^ 
population — 
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At thSs rate tbe popuUtion of the City 
would be now . « . . 

Affd of tbe County • « ^ . 

Total - - * . 

In 1890, the City eontuned - 

County . 1 V 



Which tompared With 182$ 



82,r80 
103,750 

186,530 

63,808 
r2,695 

136,49r 
186,530 

50^033 



Would exhibit Mi increase of - > 
Or of, in the City « . 18,978 
in the County « - 31,055 

50,033 

How to thii cakuktibn may prove correct, remains 
to be proved by an actual enumeration. It is probably 
the nearest approximation that can be made in the ab- 
sence of better information. 

The Districts of Passjrunk, Moyamensing^» and East 
and West Southwark» contained in 182l» 4015 taxables, 
and in 1838, 5095^making an increase of nearly 
iweniif'ieven per cmi. 

The Districts of Kensington, Penti, and Northern Li- 
berties, oontaked in 1831, 7396 taxables, and in 1838, 
10,971-^bein^ an increase cf about forttf-eight per eeni. 
The result of the whole will stand thus: 
X^e increase of taxables^ from 1821 to 1828— 
City - - - * 30 per cent. 
Northern DistricU . « 48 " 
Southern do* - • 27 *« , 
City and County - . 33 •• 
In 1786 there appears to be a striking difference be- 
tween the taxables of the county and those in 1779,proba- 
bly the effects of the revolution. Also, between the tax' 
ables in the city in 1793 and 1800, occasioned perhaps by 
the different fevers within that period. 

It is to be observed, that in 1825, there was an altera- 
tion of the limits of the Eastern Wards of the City, and 
an addition of a new ward, (Pincj) formed out of New 
Market and Cedar wards. 

From the table of votes it would appear that at nei- 
ther of tbe hite elections, did more than one-ha^iA the 
taxables vote. 

PROCEEDINGS OF THE LEGISLATURE OF 
PENNSYLVANIA. 
8£NAT£. 

Tuesdai/y December 2, 1828. 

At 11 o'clock the SenUte met— present twenty-eight 
Senators. 

A resolution for furnishing each senator with three 
daily newspapers, &c. was adopted. 

Mr. Hawkins offered a resolution, which was adopted, 
inviting the electors of president to convene in the se- 
nate chamber, to-morrow, at 10 o'clock. 

The following are the standing committees of the se- 
nate, with the names of the members composing them. 

AccountS'-Measrs. Logan, Hunt, Kingi Hay and Mor- 
ris. 

Claims — MesoY. Herbert, Leech, Ray, Scott and Sul- 
livan. « 

Judiciary System — ^Messrs. ^wkins, King, Kelley, 
Miller and Morris^ 

Mifitia System— Messrs. Ogle,Ryon, Hambright, Ring- 
land and Seltzer. 

Banks — Messrs. Kerlin, Bm^en, Wise, Miller and 
M'Clure. 

Education —Messrs. Kelley, Herbert, FuUerton, Hunt 
and Houston. 

Roads, Bridges U Inland Navigation— Messrs. Brown, 
Duncan, M'Clure, Powell and Wise. 

Agriculture & Domestic Manufactures— Messrs. Pow- 
ell, Kay, Reiff, Drumheller and Krebs. 

Election Districts — Messrs. Ryon, Uambright, Jack- 
ton, Bertoletand Ringland. 



Vice and Imrooratit^MessrSi Sullivan, Leecb'/ ScTli'^ 
ser, Fullerton and Jabkson. 

To compart bills and present them to the feovembr 
for his approbatiotW-Messrs. Hay, Scott, Dertolet,Hous-' 
ton and Drumheller. 

State Libraiy— Messrs. Duncan, Burden slid K«fr1m« 

ThwBdagt Dee: 4. 

The message from the governor was r^d,* And' refer- 
red to Messrs. Hawkins, Hay and Scott 

On Friday morning John De Pui, Es4* was unani- 
mously re-elected Clerk of the Seitate.*^Mr. De Pui 
nominated Walter S. Franklin, Esc^ as his assistant, which, 
was unanimously approved of. 

Samuel S. Stambaugh waselecf^d printer of the Eng- 
liih Joumalf and Jacob Stoever priuter Of the Geman 
Journal. 

E. F. Ctyder & Co. were elected printers of the bill*^ 
of the Senate. 

Friifi^, Dec $: 
Mr. Bertolet— the petition of eitixena of the COun^ 
of Schuylkill, praying for the creation of afond fbrtlie 
formation of a general system of edusbation. ikdbiM 
to the committee on education'. 

Mr. Hawkins, from the committed a^point^fl tb' ar- 
range the several items of the goverhor's message/ re- 
ported sundry resolutionfc, refernng the governors mes- 
age to committees, which were twice r^id and' adopt- 

Mr. Krebs read in his p|aee;- and on leave given, pre- 
sented to the chair, a bill, entitled an ^ authorising 
the governor to incorporate the SchUylkiB Talley and 
Navigation Company. 

SaiurAx^, Dee.^ 

Mr. Wise presented the »eti6on of citizens of West- 
moreland cmmty, praying that a state foad may be laid 
out from Robbstown in said county to Cooks-town in 
Fdyctte county. Referred to Messrs. Wise, Drumhell- 
er and RingTand. 

Mr. Burden — the memorial of 'fhomas F. Gordon, 
praying for legislative patronage for a Digest of the 
Statutes of Pennsylvania, about to be published by biro. 
Referred to Messrs. Burden, Ray and Houston. 

Mr. Hay — the petition of citizens of the city of PfiT- 
ladelphia, praying that the aldermen (A the said eity 
may be elected by the people. I^d ori the table. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENtAtlVES. 
Die, 2d. — The house met at an early hour, b« ad- 
journed till half past two o'clock in the af^emooi>,when 
94 members answered to their names, l^er Middles- 
warth re-elected Speaker— resolutions passed to Ibmish 
members, &c. with newsj^apers, and to pay postage on 
letters, Icc. document! to and from members. 

W^einetdugf Dee, S. 

In the House of Representatives— Mr. Wilkins pre- 
sented a petition from inhabitants of Allegheny county, 
praying mr an appropriaiion in aid of oprening a roftd 
from Uniontown to PitUburg. 

Mr. Frick — ^four petitions iirom eitisens of this com- 
monwei^th, praying fbr an appropriation in aid of im- 
proving the state road from Rodger's tttrf to Sunbuiy. 

Mr. Moore — ^a petition from inhabitants of Erie coun.. 
ty, praying for the repeal of the acts which prohibit the 
issuing and circulating bank notes of a less denomina- 
tion than five doUan. 

Mr. Kerr— two petitions from inhabitants of Washing- 
ton, Fayette, Westmoreland and Allegheity counties, 
pra3ring for the erection of a new county out of parts ^ 
of the said counties. Referred to Messrs. Kerr, Patter- 
son, of Mifflin, Shmdel, Lawson and Martin. 

Mr. Simpson — two petitions front inhabitants of the 
city of PhUadelphia, prnjring that provision may be r ' 
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by law for the election of the aldermen of the said city 
by the people. Referred to the members from the city 
of Philadelphia. 

Mr. Binder — a petition from inhabitants of Philadel- 
»hia county, praying* for the incorporation of a company 
, ^ the construction of a Rail Road from the neighbour- 
hood of Willow street, on the river Delaware, through 
the Northern Liberties and Penn township, to the river 
Schuylkill. Referred to the members from the county 
of Philadelphia. 

Mr. Lehman — a petition from the select and common 
councils of the city of Philadelphia, praying for an ex- 
tension of their powers in relation to pavements in the 
taid city. Referred to the members from the city of 
Philadelphia. 

The speaker announced, that in conformity to the 
28th rule of this house, he had appointed the following' 
standings committees, viz : 

Messrs. Cunningliam, Blair, Boyd, finder, Mallary, 
Kerr, and Overfield, a committee of Ways and Means. 

Messrs. Mallary^ Cbampneys, Workman, M^herry, 
Eransi (Mont) Banks and Waugfa, a committee on the 
judiciary system. 

Messrs. Wilkina, Slemreer, Hergesheimer, Gebhart, 
Fuller, Bobison and Geiger, a committee on claims. 

Messrs. Patterson, (Bdufflin^) Forrey, Pile, Lobach, 
^line, Clymer and Wolfersberger, a committee on agri- 
culture. 

Messrs. Bonsall, Cooper, Blodget, Petriken, Post, 
Caldwell and Lambert, a committee on education. 

Messrs. Kreps, Lauman, Siter, Gebhart^ Cox, Hes- 
ton and Livingston, a committee on domestic manufac- 
tures. 

Messrs. Good, Lawson, Alexander, Wilson, Owens, 
Laporte and M*Kee, a committee of accounts. 

Messrs. Duncan, Driesbach, Rankin, Haines, Shendel 
I'atterson, (Washing^ton,) and Heckj a committee on 
Vice and immorality. 

Messrs. Roberts, Matheys, Frict, Miller, (Lehigh) 
Doudel, Kreps and Horner, a committee on the militia 
system. 

Messrs. Stevens, (Mont.) Miller^ (Chester,) Whit- 
latch, Black, Stauffcr, Byerly and ^nkin, a committee 
on election districts. 

Messrs. Snyder, Hastings, Riter, Farreri,Hom, Simp- 
son and Forrey, a committee on banks. 

Messrs. Evans, ( Fayette) Trimble, Stephens, (Adams) 
Power, Lightner, Banks and Long, a committee on es- 
tates and escheats. 

Messrs. Cbampneys, Rehrer, Martin ,rfosfetter, Dries- 
buch, Frick and Workman, a committee on bridges, ftnd 
state and turnpike roads. 

Messrs. Shannon, Hergesheimer, M'Reynolds, Has- 
singer. Fuller, Galbraith and Boals, a committee on 
corporations. 

Messrs* Kerr, M*Sherry,. Martin, Bastress, Evans, 
(Mont.) Hastings and Metzler, a committee on local ap- 
propriations. 

Messrs. Foulkrod, Fullennan, and Parkhiirst, a com- 
mittee to compare bills, &c. 

Messrs. Binder, M'Clear and Petriken, a committee 
on the library. ' 

Messrs. Lehman, Denison, M*Reynold», Shannon, 
Lawson^ Butta^ Moore, Bastress, Patterson, (Alleghe- 
ny) Blair^ Galbraith, Morgan and Lightner, a committee 
on inland navigation and internal improvement. 

On motion of Mr. Hastings, ordered, that am item of 
unfinished business relative to an artificial road from 
Potter's Old Fort in Centre county, to the Juniata turn- 
pike road in Huntingdon county, be referred to Messrs. 
Hastings, Shannon and Rankin. 

TJiuraday, Dec, 4. 

Mr. Hafting8-**a petition from sundry citizens of this 
commonwealth, praying for the establishment of a gene- 
ral system of education. Referred to the committee on 
eduaUion< 



Mr. Boyd— a petition from ^e PenwyivMiia lulili- 
tion for the Deaf^ and Dumb, graying for a contiauaaet 
of leg^ative patronage to that Institution. Befipired to 
the members from the city of Philadelphia. 

Mn donsall — a petition fit>m sundry inhabitcftCs of 
the city of Philadelphia, praying that provisioir imij tie 
made by law for the election of the aldermefi cf tlie 
said city by the people. 

Messrs. Snyder, Hastings and Lobach^ were appointed 
a committee to bring in a bill, entitled an act to lepcd 
an act entitled an act for the. relief of the poor. 

Messrs. S ny der, Martin and Hassinger, were appoinCed 
a committee to bring in a bill entitled an act rdatiro to 
the opening roads in the city and county of PbilMleW 
pbia. 

A number of items of unfinished businew of dM' htA 
session were referred to appropriate committees. 

InvUtdim to Gen, JJCKSON, tovmiihe Ct^ntolefJP^m^ 
fyhenia. 

Gen. Duncan, of Philadelphia* offered the Mkfwmi^ 
resolution; 

Whereas, Gen. Andrew Jackson, pteaideDt ekct of 
the United States, is expected soon to visit the city of 
Pittsburg on hu way to the seat of th« Genera] Goven- 
ment, and whereas, it would be highly gmtify» to the 
citizens of this commonwealth, to welcome to tne^ Cft- 
pitol, "the man who has filled the measure of lus ( 
try's glory"— therefore, 

Resolved, That a committee, to consist of three i 
hers, be appointed, in c6njunction with a i 
mittee of the Senate, if the Senate shalt appoint audi 
a committee, for the purpose of respectfully iiwitingtbe 
President elect, and m the event of his acceptance, es- 
corting him, as the gvest of the people, from Pittsbai;g 
to Harrisburg, to participate in the anniversary festival 
of the 8th of January, 1815. 

The resolution was laid on the table till to<iay. 

Mr. Moore gave notice, that on to morrow he wotld 
ask leave to bring in a bill, entitled an act to repeal- an 
act passed at the last session, entitled an act coneemii^ 
small notes for the payment of money. 

Francis R. Shunk was unanimouslpr reelected cleric, 
and appointed Thomas J. Gross as hta assistant. 

James Smith was re-elected sergeant-at-arms, and Tho* 
mas Wallace, door-keeper. 

Samuel C. Stambaugh was appointed printer of tiM 
Journals in the English language, and of the bills. 

Jacob Baab was elected printer of the Journal in the 
German language. 

Messrs. Snyder, Cbampneys, Banks, WorknSan tfmi 
Simpson were appointed a committee to arrange the ▼a-* 
rious items of the Governor's message. 

Mr. Butts presented a petition from^ inhabitants of 
Bucks and Northampton counties ,'pnmng for an appro- 
priation in aid of improving the roan Scross Flint HiU. 
Referred to the committee on local appropriations.- 

Mr. Patterson— -4 petitions from inhabitants of MifBiii 
county, praying for the erection of a new county, out of 
part of the said county. Referred to Messrs. Pattenon, 
Petriken, Black, Buttz and Post 

Mr. Kerr — an act erecting parts of the comities of* 
Washington, Fayette, Westmoreland and Allegheny 
into a separate county, fo be called Jackson county. 

ELECTORAL COLLEGE'. 
Agreeably to an act of Assembly, the Electors of the 
state for President and Vibe President of the Cnited 
States, met on Wed'nesday last in the senate chamber of 
Penmylvania. AVilliam Findliiy, late Governor of the 
state, was appointed president ofthe college; and on the 
votes being counted, it appeared that general Jackson 
received the unanimous vote ofthe college for President 
ofthe United States, after thie 4th-of MWx:h next, having 
received twenty-eight votes. J. C. Calhoun received 
the same number of votes for Vice Prc^deht. 

JsMT Ji^p*' 
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HOUSE OF REFUGE. 

'.Mdrtaa delivered hy the Horu John Sergeani, m Saturday ^ 
29thNmfemher, 19^8,'^iConektded fromp, 351.) 

1^ unhappy beings who are thus by the nature of 
our institutions, and for the security of society, placed 
in » course of training which must inevitably lead to 
misery and vice, who are hurried, as it were, to matu- 
rity of wickedness, often to premature, and sometimes 
to infamous death, are the children of the poor. They 
mre generally neglected and desHtute, frequently with- 
out parents or friends t6 advise or direct themi and there 
are nqt wanting numerous instances in which abandoned 
parents, for their own gratification, direct their children 
into the paths of vice, by sending them into the streets 
to beg or to steal. There is, besides, a case of by no 
meaJis rare occurrence, appealing, if possible, still more 
powerfully to our sympathy — the case of a widowed 
mother, who sees her son rushing upon destruotion, and 
is unable by any authority she can employ, or by any in- 
fluence she can exert, to reclaim him from his evil ways, 
or arrest him in his progress to ruin. AVhere can she 
look for assistance or relief? If the power of the law 
be interposed, it sends him to jail, where he becomes 
still more degraded, and is condemned to deeper con- 
tamination. The true judgment of a mother's never- 
dying affection would VeadUy assent to restraint, if ac- 
companied with care and instruction, and freed from the 
stigma and the poison of a confinement in prison. , But 
the jail she rega^rds as an extremity so disastrous, that 
tears and prayers, and every exertion she can employ, 
are used to avert it; and when at last it comes, it is an 
overwhelming calamity. Thus is she doomed to wit- 
ness the downward course, and final ruiu of her child, 
. without the power to save or to help him, like the poor 
mother bird, that sees its unfledged broo<l, which it has 
fed from its mouth, and sheltered with its wings, vio- 
lently torn from the nest, and, helpless to preserve them 
from the destroyer, can do nothing but uttef a piercing 
cry of anguish and despair. 

This is no fancy sketch; nor is it drawn from other 
countries, or from other times. More than one unhap- 
py and anxious mother has al^dy applied to the mana- 
gers, and found a new hope iiHhe prospect of a Eefuge. 

If such be the nature of the institutions and laws, and 
such their inadequacy, or worse than inadequacy, in the 
Case of juvenile delinquents — ^if the security of society 
Inquires, that without regard to their feebleness, their 
destitution, then* inevitable ignorance, they should be 
treated as criminals, surely it is a noble charity which 
seeks to devise and to execute a plan for extending to 
them parental aid, affording them the means of instruc- 
^ tion, and leading them into the ways of industry and in- 
nocence — which endeavours to rescue them from the 
effects ofHheir unfortunate condition, ascribing, with 
equal justice and humanity^ their errors, and even their 
tices and their crimes, to the want of that aid which 
childhood always requires. 

You, whom the bounty of Providence has blessed 
Vith the means of conducting your children with every 
advantage, through the periods of childhood and youth, 
Of cultivating their moral and intellectual growth, of 
guarding them from the approach of danger, and in due 
time placing tbem wiUx strengtbehad powers inr a re* 
Vol. n< 45 



speCtable position in society^ how great a debt of grati- 
tude dn you owe? Acquit yourselves of some smaAl 
portion of it by helping your destitute fellow creatures. 
Think of the little neglected wanderer, abandoned to' 
his own weakness, without parental instruction, without! 
counsel, almost without a home, and extend to bimf 
some support. When he is in danger of falling; help tor 
provide for him a Refuge, that the blossom of hope,' 
which has lited througfn poverty and neglected, may 
not be finally blasted by the impure atmosphere of at 
jail. You will still be debtors, largely debtors; but 
when you are bestowing a parent's benediction upon* 
the tender objects of your love, the tear of thankful- 
ness and joy tliat springs from a grateful heart, will not 
be the less sweet or pure, for a consciousness that wc 
have done something to impart to others a portion of 
that comfort which is so freely given to us. 

We would remind our fellow citizens, inf the neid 

Klace, that the objection to individual aid applies .eq&af- 
/ to every sort of contribution, of time as well as of 
money; and, indeed, to every kind of exertion., Those 
who give their labour, give that which is as substantial, 
and as valuable as money. But would it for a moment 
be insisted, that the faculties of inditiduals, Aeir time/ 
their exertions, and their means, are to be entirely and 
exclusively devoted to their own individual concerns-*- 
that no effort is to be made to devise improvements, no 
contribution of time, or talent, or money, to introduce 
them — ^that the human intellect is to be bound up in the 
narrow limits of our own personal affairs, and tlie feel- 
ings of man to be quickened by no generous sympathy 
for others? Happily, there are very few who practi- 
cally adopt this doctrine. In a government like ours^ 
where the representative is chosen from among^ our* 
selves, and is constantly dependent upon public opi- 
nion, or support, he must be animated and sustained, in 
all new undertakings of magnitude, by the expressed, 
sense of the community, and the assured co-operation of. 
his fellow citizens. His powers are litnited; those of 
individuals are without restriction. This has been the, 
history of all improvements, and this is the history of all 
the institutions of humanity which constitute the pridd 
and the ornament of our city and our state. The enthu- 
siasm of private benevolence, guided by individual in- 
telligence, hstf led the way, and the Legislature has 
never been slow, in proper cases^ to afford its aid in ad- 
vancing the work. Look around you in every direc- 
tion: begin at a remote period; explore the fbundationr 
of all those establishments wbich'^Philadelphia can exhi- 
bit as **her jewels," and you will find that they were 
laid by the hands of individuals, and in part, or entirely 
built up and sustained by individual conti'if)utiorf. There^ 
too, you will find, (its source hidden by time or dis- 
tance,) the beginnings of the reputation of our benefac- 
tors; there you will discern the means by which the 
memory of the dead has comf to us embalmed by their 
works of beneficence, still fragrant and fresh; and there 
too you will learn how their living followers are to make 
thenlselves worthy to be associated in the remembranc6 
of posterity with their illustrious predecessors. What 
would Philadelphia have been without her iAstitn€ons 
of humanity and charity? She would scarcely hate de- 
served the titte of a civilized or a Christianrcommunity. 
It ittay be difftcuU to draw with precision the fine he- 
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fond which individuals not to be expected to advance; 
where they may, without hesitation, trust entirely to the 
interposi^onf of the public powers There are cases, 
undoubtedly, where the legislature ought to have the 
exclutire cognizance, and where the charge should fall 
upon the public purse. There are cases 'too, where 
the burthen must be borne by individuals. But there 
are cases where tliey may most beneHciatly co-operate, 
and in which it is impossible to determine the exact 
proportion which shall fall upon each. But let us not be 
too anxious on this point. Charity, like mercy, "is 
twice blessed; it blesseth him that gives, and him that 
takes;" and it is in the order of Providence that thisbless- 
iiBg shall never be wantinc^ to him that gives. **H« hath 
dispersed," says the inspired psalmist: "he hath given 
to the poor; his righteousness endureth for. ever; his 
bom shall be exalted with honour." In the very act of 
charity there is a process of purification in the heart of 
the giver, which elevates his feelings and improves bis 
character. Besides, it is an individual duty, which 
individuals only can perform. It must be voluntary. 
The moment it becomes compulsory, it is no longer 
charity. It may benefit "him that takes," but its virtue 
"to him that gives" is gone. 

For this particular object, as entitled to individual 
care, we have the countenance of precept and example, 
and the encouragement of the success which has follow- 
ed exertion in tlie same career. A little more than 
forty years ago, **the Philadelphia Society for alleviat- 
ing the Miseries of Public Prisons," was founded by a 
few of the citizens of Philadelphia; and that venerable 
man,* whose long life has been devoted to the ser\-icc 
of his Maker and his fellow creatures, with exemplary 
purity and faithfulness, was appointed to the station of 
president, which he has since occupied without inter- 
ruption, and still continues to occupy. "When we 
consider," they say in tlie preamble to their constitution, 
'*that the obligations of benevolence which are founded 
on the precepts and example of the author of Christian- 
ity, are not cancelled by tlie follies or crimes of our fel- 
low creatures; and when we reflect upon the miseries 
which penury, hunger, cold, unnecessary severity, un- 
wholesome apartments and guilt, (the usual attendants 
of pmons,) involve with them, it becomes us to extend 
our compassion to that part of mankind, who ire the 
' subjects of these miseries. By the aids of humanity 
their undue and illegal sufferings may be prevented; the 
links which should bind the whole family of mankind 
together, under all circumstances, be preserved unbro- 
ken; and such degrees and modes of punishment may 
be discovered and suggested, as may, instead of conti- 
nuing habits of vice, become the means of restoring our 
Icllow creatures to virtue and happiness." They soon 
after addressed the public, asking for pecuniary aid, 
stating that the funds of the society were confined to au 
annual subscription from each of ila memherSf and a 
ground rent of fourteen pounds, the donation of John 
Dickinson, Esq. 

This litttle Sand of philanthropists went resolutely to 
work, and in the forty years that have elapsed, have 
persevered unceasingly in their exertions to promote 
the humane objects of their association. Their history 
has lately been given to us by Mr. Vaux. It is not too 
much to say, that to their laboui*s, under Providence, we 
are chiefly indebted for an entire revplulion in the con- 
duct and management of our prisons: to them, in a 
great measure, we owe the credit of having been the 
first to introduce the penitentiary system, as well as the 
amelioraXion of our penal code. If the penitentiary has 
failed of its purpose, froiti want of accommodation, or 
from other causes, it iato be hoped that the Legislature 
will afford the means of remedying its defects, and of 
giving it a fair and full experiment. 

Still, with all its imperfections, our present system of- 
fers a strik'mg contrast to that which existed at tlie pe- 

• The Itight RcT. Dr. White, Bishop of Pcnnsyltstnia 



riqd referred to. Tried and untried prisonen» of all 
jTges andc(Hours,and^f both aexes, of ever/ grade of 
offence, and of eveiy vl^rlety of character, atud eten1h« 
poor debtors, who had committed no offence iC^ ally 
were thrown into one common herd, in an if! contrite^ 
building, which retained the abomination of a subtcrrar 
neous dungeon for prisoners under sentence of dcsdi. 
•*What a spectacle," exclaims >lr. Vaux, "mnit this 
abode of guilt and wretchednesB have presented^ 
Well might he ask the question. A den of wild beaiH^ 
desperate from confinement, and mad ffom hunger, 
abandoned to the work of mutual destruction, would be 
hut a faint type of such an assemblage. The bnite 
obeys his instinct; but to condemn a human being to an 
existence where mere brutal ferocity will smubm tb« 
dominion over him, is to be accesswy to the crime of 
effacing the image of his Maker, and robbing him of 
the attributes of humanity. Many details will be fousd 
in the pamphlet, which time will not allow to be repeat- 
ed. There is one, however, which is not less cwsom 
than important. A clergyman,* who was a member of 
the acting committee, proposed to preach lo the priMU- 
ers. His efforts were resisted by the keeper; and when 
at last by perseverance he gained admission, he fotied' 
(on a Sunday) a loaded cannon, with a lighted niatdi 
beside it, prepared by the keeper^ pointed at the pri- 
soners, and ready to do the work of destruction upod 
the least commotion. Such were the fears the keeper 
felt, or affected to feel, of his inmates- 
It was with the sanction and the approbation of thb 
nor.iety that the present plan was put forward, as a most 
material and humane improvement. 

Is it necessary for me to add, as a further motive to in- 
fluence the charitable, that wherever a Refuge has been 
established, its support, in whole or in part, has been 
supplied by the contribution of individuals? The Lon- 
don Kefuge was thus beg^n, and has thus been main- 
tained. In our sister city, which gave us an example of 
a Refuge in full operation before we had yet moved, the 
subscriptions of individuals have not only been liiger 
than here, but they have borne a larger proportion td 
the aid afToided by the state. Shall we be oiitdoiSc ill 
charity ? They laboured in an untried work; vk bate 
the light of their experience. They persevered in th* 
face of doubt, and their exertions have been crowned 
with success. We have every ground of confidence, 
and yet the work languishes in our hands. The Legis- 
lature has given us a liberal earnest of its intentions. We 
have no reason to fear tliat it will ever be less disposed 
to extend its aid. It is for ourselves, then, to do what is 
now wanting, in humble reliance that what we do will 
not be done in vain. 

But, the motives which have now been adverted to^ 
are not the only ones which address themselves to ui 
upon this interesting subject. Our interests, is Well al 
our duties,^ are deeply concerned in it. iThe inereaae of 
juvenile dehnquency has for a longtime past occasioned 
the most serious apprehension and regret, wherever in- 
quiry has been made into the state of crime and punira- 
ment. From this calamity, t<;eare by no means excnpt. 
On the 13th of the present month, there were in prison, 
under conviction, thirty-nine White boys, and twenty"* 
one blact, making a total of sixty. Of the untri^ 
boys, we have no account: nor have we any account of 
the girls, as they have not been separated from their se- 
niors in vice. The whole number, however, if ascer- 
tained, would' by no means ascertain the extent of the 
evil. The repugnance to prosecuting children, even 
when they are detected in offence, and the incIiniUion 
of courts and juries to acquit them, out of coropasuon 
for their tender years, rather tlian consign them to the 
destruction of a prison, leave many at large to pursne 
their course of imquity. The aggregate cannot be con- 
jectured. It includes a great variety^ Among the thirty- 
nine white boys named in the list from the prison, there 
4^0 eleven who are styled by the keeper "^^ood boys,** 
from whi^h we may understand that there u notfaiiqp in 
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their dispotitioiis or habits decidedly Ticious. With 
care and initniction thej would probably be reclaimed, 
and become \ise(iil members of society. But what is 
their condition now, and what are their prospects?-^ 
Branded with the infamy of a jail — lost to the feeling 
of shame— turned loose upon the 'world-^-<mt off from 
intercourse' with the honest part of the community— 
without counsel, aid, or instruction, they are forced into 
ike society of the vicious, and driven to crime for a 
•absistence. They are irretrievably lost, when they 
might have been saved, fiejeeted by society, excluded 
fram hoaest occupation, with the world in hostility a- 
gainst them, they naturally become enemies of the 
lEOrld, and grow into the most desperate offenders. ' 
An intelligent magistrate of England, in a letter re- 
cendy published, has some very striking remarks on 
Mui point They are entitled to great attention, be- 
cause they are founded on actual observation, made in 
the eour»e of a long experience. '*£arly imprisonment, 
therefore," be says, *'is the great and primary cause 
Aom whicli criae originates. From this source most of 
the evils flow which affect the youthful offender, and at 
the earliest age lead him into those paths of vice, from 
which afterwards there is no escape; from which the 
light of hope is almost excluded, and where the tears of 
repentance are generally disregarded. Whatever may 
have been his first propensities at his first commitment, 

/ Jbe invariably becomes worse and worse, and leaves his 
prison fully instructed in all the mysteries of crime. You 
miH find .the still lingering blush of shame quickly give 
way to the stare of habitually profligate associates; and 
you will hardly recognise in the familiar boldness of the 
£slon, the distressed and desponding novice in his pro- 
fession. To him to return is as fatal as to proceed; he 
is tnpelled onwards by every impulse which bad exam- 
ple, bad company, and the scoffs of the world have rais- 
ed in him; till at last he is driven down the g^ilf, which 
has so long yawned to entomb its living victim of des- 
tn»ction." (Sir Eardly Wilmot's letter. ) 

In the sixth report of the committee of the Prison 
Society of London, it is remarked, that "Many hundreds 
of these lads (committed) have either no parents, or 
have been deserted by them. Thus abandoned, they 
have made fellowship with others alike friendless, con- 
tracted a desire for wandering, and an aversion to re- 
straint; they live from day to day by preying on the pro- 
perty of others^ at night they usually sleep in the open 
air. Their minds are in a state of the darkest ignorance, 
and the g^rossest vice. They are very frequently brought 
up belbre the magistrates for petty offences. They are 
committed for short periods; and when liberated, are 
very soon again in prison. They continue pilfering, 
increasing in guilt as they advance in years, until their 
career is terminated by transportation or death." And 
in a note it is stated, that "one boy, but nine years of 
i^e, who has been under the notice of the committee, 
had been eighteen times committed to the different pri- 
sons in the metropolis." 

It is needless to dwell upon the facts which have been 
stated. They speak a language too plun to be misun- 
derstood, and addressing itself to every thinking mind 

# with irresistihb force . Do you demre that crime should 
increase, that criminals should be multiplied, and be- 
come more hardened and dangerous? Ho you wish that 
your security from depredation should be every day ren- 
dered more precarious, and the expense of providing 
guards for ybur property and pence, be constantly aug- 
mented? Are you willing that the generation which is 
rising, and of which your own children form a part, 
should be exposed to the evils that have just been exhi- 
bited? You cannot be. The dictates of prudence, as 
wen as the suggestions of charity and mercy, say, No. 
While compassion isPpleading to the heart for the friend- 
less children of poverty and want, wisdom, speaking to 
the understanding, is telling ns to bewnre how we en- 
courage or permit the growth of rufHan and lawless 
' propensities, lest, by and by, we should liave to encoun- 



ter them in the fulness of their stature and strength.— 
She counsels us to eradicate them by cuhure before 
they have struck too deep into the soil, and in their 
place to sow the seeds of wholesome instruction. — 
Wherever we succeed, we save a human being to so- 
ciety, and we disburthen the jail of a permanent tenant. 
If, notwithstanding our best exertions, some should be 
lost, still we have the satisfaction of knowing, that but 
for those exertions, all would probably have perished. 

To fulfil that "obligation of benevolence," which, in 
the language of the Philadelphia Society for Alleviating 
the Miseries of Public Prisons, **js not cancelled by the 
follies and crimes of our fellow creatures," especially 
towards those of them whose follies, or even crimes, 
are the least reprehensible, and to supply that defect in 
our criminal institutions which experience has shown to 
contribute to the increase of crime, rather than to its 
preveptlon, is the design of the House of Refuge. 

It imposes restraint, for restraint is necessary no less 
for tlie good of the subject, than for the security of so- 
ciety. But it inflicts no punishment; it affixes no had f^e 
of disgrace; it stamps no degradation; it regards its in- 
mates as unfortunate children, exposed in their weak- 
ness, without support, and bowed down by the storms 
and temptations of life, but capable of being restored 
to uprightness by steady treatment and judicious care. 

Upon this simple and humane basis, all the regtdations 
of the House are fi-amed. The general object is, to 
impart to the inmates religious and morel instruction; 
to foi*m them to useful and orderly habits; to furnish 
them with wholesome occupation; and at a suitable age, 
if they prove themselves worthy, to bind them as op- 
prentices to some reputable employment, so that they 
may be enabled to earn an honest hvelibood, and main- 
tain an honest station in society. 

It affords me sincere satisfaction to be able to say, and 
to the mahagers it affords the most confident hope, that 
the plan has proved eminently successful. So long 
ago as in the year 1819, Mr. Hoare, in his examinatioi) 
bef(^e a committee of the House of Commons, made 
this statement: — "In the different prisons I have visited, 
the reformation of the boys is generally considered as 
hopeless; in the Reftige we generally succeed. The 
classification is not so perfect as I think desirable, but 
the funds of the society are very low, and we are obli- 
ged to do the best we can." 

The Warwick county Asylum (an imperfect Refuge, 
it would seem, where boys were generally received only 
after conviction, and consequently after the contamina- 
tion of a prison,) established in 1818, and supported 
solely by voluntary contributions, is stated to have beea 
of infinite benefit. Out of eighty-one boys, thirty-nine 
have been ascertained to have been permanently reform- 
ed; twenty-o))e have been since tried at Warwick, and 
sixteen remain. Boys, says Sir Eardly Wilmot, have 
occasionally been received into the Asylum without 
being tried and convicted; and I have it on the best au- 
thority to say that the facility of reform is incalculably 
grater with such boys than with convicted felons. 

In the London Refuge, and in the Refuge of New 
York, a friend who has accurately examined the state- 
ments, informs me that a permanent reform has been ef- 
fected In the proportion of nine out of ten. The cases 
detailed are numerous and interesting, and it is desirable 
that they should be extensively known, as they present 
a most powerful argument in favour pf tjie plan. 

There is reason to believe that a solution has thusbcen 
found for a difhcult and afHicting problem. The public 
security may be reconciled with s just and humane at- 
tention to the circumstances of unfortunate youth. ^ Our 
feelings may be spared the dreadful sacrifice of juve- 
nile Victims, which existing laws and institutions nave 
demanded— ^prosecutors, magistrates, courts, and juries, 
may be relieved from the painful straggle between theur 
dutv and their strong inclination— the appalling increase 
of juvenile delinquency be checked— the quantity of 
crime be diminished— and the seeds of vice, which are 
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vegetating under an unnatural and cruel culture, in a soil 
capable of producing good fruit, be supplanted by the 
development vf ihat germ of virtue, wfajcb, if not de- 
atfoyeo, is svifHcient under Providence, to restore in 
•ome degree the lik^eness in which man was made, and 
jto lead to present and to future happiness. 

Tke philanthropist and the statesm^i may here con- 
jcur. He who desires the welfare of all mankind, and 
he wl^o only seeks to arrange the movement (^ a com- 
munity sp as to produce security and peace, will equally 
^od hi9 purpose promoted. And even the most rigid 
(economist, looking only to the pecuniary cost, (if any 
such there be) will have nothing to object. The ex- 
pense of maintaining a refuge, is not greater than the 
(expense of maintaining a jail. The amount required to 
support its inmates, is less than the cost of an equal 
plumber in prison. And if, enlarging his view, he recol- 
lects, tliat those who begin their days in a jail, most 
commonly become a burthen for life, subsisted by the 

gublic while in, and by plunder when out; whereas the 
:efuge, working a reform* enables them to support 
the^ebres, and to contribute something to the general 
expenses of society; tliat the one enlai^s the sources 
of crime, and swells the streams that flow from it, and 
the other seeks to diminish the fountain of iniquity, and 
dry up its noxious issues; he will be convinced that a 
just economy walks hand in hand with chanty and poli- 
That considerations like these will eventually obtain 
for the Refuge a much larger support from the treasury 
of the state or the county, we have no doubt. But the 
present object is to put it into operation, upon a scale 
of usefulness that will be creditable to those with whom 
it originated. The state and the county have contribu- 
ted twenty thousand dollars towards the building, and 
liave provided a revenue for supporting the establish- 
ment of five thousand dollars a year for five years, ma^ 
king a total of forty-five thousand dnll»rs. Individuals 
have given about twelve thousand dollars. Money is 
now wanted, and the managers, having exhausted tiieir 
efforts to proceed as they would wish, with the means 
which have been placed at their disposal, are con^elled 
again to appeal to your enlightened charity. 

If at this moment you should see a destitute and help- 
less child approaching the brink of a precipice, and 
know that its ignorant steps would in a few moments 
lead it to destruction, would you not reach forth your 
hand to save it? Many are on their way to that yawning 
monster, a jail, which devours all that is sound and 
healthful in their nature, and fills the vacant space with 
corruption. Will you not, from your abundance, pve 
something to save them from imminent ruin, and your- 
selves from the infliction you must suffer from them, or 
vnll you allow the mischief to spread and grow till 
some other hand sha^ check it? 

It vas said of an eminent heathen saefe, that he brought 
philosophy fron) the clouds, and fixed her abode among 
men. The Christian's philosophy co^es from heaven, 
brought by no mortal hands, but freely given to man for 
his own benefit and guidance. It teaches us that chari- 
ty is like unto the duty enjoined by the t*fir8t and great 
commandment." 



Ffwn the Albany Jlrgus, 

DELAWARE AND HUDSON C^NAL. 

The public seem scarcely aware that a canal, one hun- 
/Ared and six miles in length, commencing at th« tide 
water near Kingston, and terminat'mg at Honesdale, in 
Pennsylvania, has Jiieen completed since July, 1825; and 
^hat this great work has been accomplished principally 
by the enterprise and perseveranpe of an individual com- 
pany. As the channel for conypying coal to the navi- 
gable waters of the Hudson, this tanal must be regarded 
as an improvement of incalculable importance to the 
public; it not of indispensable necessity, in supplying 



the exhaustion of fiiel occasioned by the great i 
of steam engines. 

The first squadron of boats, loaded with coal, arrire^ 
at tide water on the 5th instant. Tifty tons of this coal 
have been consijpied to the Messrs. Townsends, wbick 
will afibrd our citizens an opportunity of teiltDg its qoa- 
lity. 

From gentlemen who have recently been through <m 
the whole line of the canal, we learn that the won ha* 
been executed in the most permanent manner, aodt 
in its construction , durability and economy are j 
ly combined. This canal is 32 to 36 feet wide, QpoA 
the water line, and has 4 feet depth of water. Tlie locks 
are 76 feet in length between the gates, and 9 feet wide. 
The boats are estimated to carry 25 to 30 tons. 

From the mouth of the Rondoot, where It conoects 
with the Hudson, to Port Jervis, near the Delawue rirc*» 
is a distance of 59 miles; on this section are 601ift locko 
and one g^ard lock, of hammered stone, laid chiefly in 
hydraulic cement. There are also one aqueduct ercr 
the Nevcrsink riyer 224 feet in length, upon stone piera 
and abutments; one over the Rondout entirely of stone 
upon two arches, <me cMf 60 and the other of 50 feet 
chord; and ten others, of various dimensionB, wpom aUme 
piers and abutments, over lateral streams; 15 cnlverta 
of stone, and 93 bridges having stone abutments and 
wing walhi. 

Port Jervis is less than a mile from Carpenter* pointy 
formed by the junction of the Nevernnk and ^Delaware 
rivers, and at which point, the states of New York and 
New Jersey, comer upon PennsyKania. Port Jervis 
affords a view of the territory of three states and also of 
the Delaware river and the fertile valley of tlw Ncrer- 
sink. 

From this point, the line of the canal is carried aloti^ 
on the east side of the Delaware, to a point opponte 
the mouth of the Lackawaxen river. At this place a 
dam has been erected across the Delaware, by means of 
which the canal is fed, and boats cross the river. From 
McCarty's point, which is formed by the junction of the 
Lackawaxen with the Delaware, the canal foUows np 
the valley of the Lackawaxen, 25 miles, to the fbtks of 
the Dyberry, at which point the canal terminates* and 
where a thriving village is already established, called 
Honesdale. 

On the Delawar section of 22 miles, there are wooden 
locks, and on the Lackawaxen section of 25 milea, aie 
37 locks of the same description. These locks are se- 
cured by a substantia] dry stone wall, and so constneicted 
that the wooden lining can be taken out and replaced, 
without disturbing the rest of the lock. 

Honesdale, where the canal terminates, is 16 miles 
distant from the coal region. Over this 16 mflss^ the 
coal is to be transported upon a rail road, which is al- 
ready in jgreat fowardness. The structure of the nil 
road is of timber, with iron plates securely Aliened ts 
the timber rails with screws. The plates are esrinnated 
to weigh nearly 366 tons. The railway is to be fiinudb- 
ed with 5 stationary and 5 locomotive steam engines. — 
It is estimated that this rail road and its appendages wiD 
transport 540 tons per day, in one direction. The stesa 
engines for the rail road were taken up as soon as the a- * 
nal waanarigable; and it is expected the rail road wiU 
be in operation as eariy as June next. 
The rail road terminates at Carbondale, on the Lncki- 



wana river, where several hundred tons of coal bsTeal- 
ieacf 



^ ady been quairied, and transported to the 
^Iroad. 

The coal of the Lackawana has been tested, sod 
proves to be of the first quality for working ffon, ss 
well as for the ordinary purposes of fuel. As to qniaB- 
tity, there can be no reasonable doukt on the rahjeet 
A visit to Carbondale, and the coal'regionin its vicinity, 
will satisfy any person that the supply is inevhaostiUe. 
And the canal being now completed, and the rail load 
nearly finished, our citizens in the cities and vflbges 
bordering upon the Hudson may cangiatulate thensdfcs 
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u^on tile fftcilities offered by thk great highway for ob- 
taimng an inexhaustible rapply cd fuel. 

ELECTORAL COLLEGE OF PENNSYLVANIA. 

We hare received, and take thi* opportunity of 
publishing, '•The Minutes of.the College of Electors of 
the State of Pennsylvania," for the purpose of exhibit- 
ing the mode of proceeding in that important business. 

Wednesday, December 3, 1828. 
This day, agreeably to the provisions of the constitu- 
tion and laws of the United States, and of the common- 
wealth of Pennsylvania, the Electoral College convened 
in the Senate Chamber of the State Qapitol, in pursuance 
ofaresohitionof the Senate of the commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania, of which the following is an extract from 
their journal: 

Ih tbb Sxhats. 

December 2, 1828. 
Whereas the act of second February, 1802, provides 
that the electors of president and vice president of the 
United States, shall meet at the seat of government on 
the first Wednesdays in December, succeeding the 
election. 

Therefore, having understood, that they are now in 
attendance. Resolved by the Senate of the Common- 
wealth of Pennsylvania, that the Electors be, and they 
are hereby invited to convene in the Senate Chamber 
in the State Capitol, on to-morrow at ten o'clock. 
Extract from the Journal, 

JOHN DE PUT, C. S. 

On motion of Mr. John Scott and Mr. Leiper, Wil- 
liam Findlay was unanimouslv appointed President. 

Whereupon, he returned his thanks to the Electoral 
College for the honour conferred on him. 

On motion of Mr. King and Mr. Cunningham, Mr. 
John De Pui was appointed Secretary to the Electoral 
College. 

On motion, Messrs. Scott, William Piper and George 
G. Leiper, were appointed a committee to wait upon 
the Governor, and inform him that the Electoral College 
is duly organized and ready to receive his communica- 
tions. 

Mr. Scott from the committee appointed to wait upon 
the Governor, and inform that the Electoral College 
was duly organized, and ready to receive his communi- 
cations, reported: 

That they had performed that service, and that the 
Governor informed them he would make his communi- 
cation by message forthwith. 

Calvin Blythe, Esquire, the secretary of the common- 
wealth, being introduced, presented a message from the 
Governor, accompanied with three certified lists of the 
names of the Electors, duly elected by the people, on 
the 31st day of October Ust. 

And said message and Ibts were severally read as fol- 
low, to wit: 

ThtkeEketonofaPrmdentand Viet PrtndaU of ihc 
Vhiied SiaicM, 

Fellow citizens*— The secretary of the commonwealth 
will deliver to you herewith, in pursuance of the act of 
congress, in such case made and provided, tbre£ lists of 
the names of the Electors of a President and Vice Presi- 
dent of the United States, chosen by the people on Fri- 
sky, the thirty-first day of October, in the present year, 
for this state, agreeably to the constitution and laws of 
the United States, and of Penn^hrania. 

J. ANDW. 8HULZE. 

Harrisburg, December, 1828. 
PenmyhtmiOf st. 

J. Andw. Shulze. 

In the name and by the authority of the com- 
ro^ , , monwealth of Pennsylvania. 
loeai.j J ANDW. SHULZE, governor of the said 
Gommonweahhy 



To ali tvliom these presents shailcome, eeriifies andmnkcM 
known. 
That, at an election held in and for the state of Penn- 
sylvania, on Friday, the thirty -first day of October, in 
the present year, the following named persons were du- 
ly elected, and returned to be Electors of President and 
Vice Preadent of the United States, for the term of 
four years next ensuing the fourth of March in the year 
one thousand eig^t hundred and twenty-nine, agreeably 
to the laws and constitution of the United States, and of 
the state of Pennsylvania, that is to say : John B. Gibson, 
William Findlay, Edward King, John Lisle, Jacob Hol- 
g^te, Samuel Humes, Sen. John W. Cunningham, Geo. 
G. Leiper, Henry Sheetz, Adam Ritscher, David Hot- 
tenstein, Peter Frailey, Francis Baird, Henry Winters, 
WiHiam Thompson, Leonard Rupert, Jacob Gearhart, 
George Bamitz, Jacob Heyser, John Harper, John M. 
Snowden, Robert Scott, John Scott, William Piper, Va- 
lentine Geisy, James Gordon, Henry Allshous^ and 
James Duncan. 

Giv^n under my hand and the great seal of the 
State, at Harrisburg, this third day of December, 
in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hun- 
dred and twenty-eight, and of the commonwealth 
the fifty-th'utl. (By the Governor.) 

C. BLYTHE, 
Secretary of the Commonwealth. 
[The other two certificate which follow, are verbotim the 
same as the foregoing.] 
On motion, Ordered, that the names of the Electors 
be called over by the secretary, from the official lists 
furnished by the executive, to ascertain the absentees, 
if any. 

Which having been done. 
It appeared that all the electors were present 

On motion, 
Mr. John W. Cunningham, and John M. Snow- 
den, were appointed tellers to officiate at the election 
for president and vice president of the United States. 

On motion of John B. Gibson, and John W. Cunning- 
ham, the certificates of the election of a President aiM 
Vice President of the United States, required to be 
signed by the electors, were read in the words follow- 
ing, to wit: 

[See hereafter,] 
On motion of John B. Gibson, and Edward King, the 
forms of the foregfoing lists were adopted. 
On motion of Mr. Frailey and Mr. King, 
Ordered, That at the election the Electors vote in the 
order that their names appear in the official lists furnish- 
ed by the Executive, and to be called by the president 
of the college. 

The hour appointed by law for the electors on this 
dao to perform the duties enjoined on them having ar- 
rived, ♦ ^ 

Mr. Cunningham and Mr. Snowden took their seats at 
tellers, and, on motion. 

Of Mr. Holgateand Mr. Ring, the electors proeeHed 
to choose by ballot a President of the United States, and 
the votes of all the Electors being now taken, the votes 
for President were opened, and' severally read by the 
president of the college, and the votes and the tally 
lists corresponding, it appeared that Andrew Jackson 
had twenty-eight votes. 

The President of the Cdlege then declared that An- 
drew Jackson had 28 votes for President of the United 
States. 

The Electors then proceeded to choose by ballot a 
Vice President of the United States, and the votes of all 
the Electors being now taken, the votes for Vice Presi- 
dent were opened and severally read by the president 
of the college, and the vot^s and tally papers coivca- 
ponding, it appeared that John C. Calhoun had 28 
votes. 

The President of the College then declared that John 
C. Calhoun, had twenty-eight votes. 
On ipotion of Mr. Gibson and Mr. King» the enrelopee 



Digitized by 



Google 



8Q0 



HINUTES. OP THE ELECTORAL COLLEGE. 



[litczmwfaM 



containing' the lists of votes for President and Vice Pre- 
sident, required to be sig-ned by the Electors, were read, 
«nd were in the following woi'ds} 

" We, the Electors, duly elected, on the part of the 
state of Pennsylvania, to vole for a President and Vice 
President oflhe United States, do certify that lists of all 
the votes given for Presidenf and Vice President, are 
contained herein. 

December 3d, 1828." , 

[Of which there are six copies ] 
Triplicate certificates- of the election of President of 
the United States, as approved of by the Electoral Col- 
lege, were then signed by the Electors, of which the 
following is a copy: 

We, the Electors of president and vice president of 
the United States, being duly elected and appointed on 
the part of Pennsylvania, for that purpose by the peo- 
ple thereof, having met at the state bouse, in the bo- 
rough of Harrisburg, the seat of government of the said 
•tate, this third day of December, in the year of our Lord 
cue thousand eight hundred and twenty-eiglft, and in 
conformity to the provisions contained ih the constitn- 
tion and laws of the United States, and of the state of 
Pennsylvania, proceeded by ballot to vote for a presi 
dent of the United States, on the part of the state of 
Pennsylvania. 
Whereupon, 
It appeared that Andrew Jackson had twenty-eight 
▼otes. 

In testimony whereof we, the said Electors, have 
hereunto set our hands and affixed our seals, the 
day and year aforesaid. 



(L. S.) 
(L.S.) 
(L. S.) 
(L. S.) 



William Thompson, (L.S.) 

Leonard Rupert, (L. S.) 
Jacob Gearhart, 
George Bamitz, 
Jacob Heyser, 
John Harper, 
John M. Snowden, (L. S.. ) 

Robert Scott, (L. S.) 

John Scott, (L. S. ) 

Williani Piper, (L. S,) 

Valentine Geisey, (L. S.) 

Janies Gordon, (L. S.) 

Henry AlNhousc, (L. S.) 

James Duncan, (L. S. ) 



John B., Gibson, (L. S. ) 
William Findlay, (L. S.) 
Edward King, (L. S.) 
John Lisle, ' (L. S.) 
Jmcob Holgate, (L. S.) 
Samuel Humes, (L. S.) 
John W. Cunning- 
ham, (L. S.) 
Q^orgeix.Leiper, (L. S.) 
Henry Sheetz, (L. S.) 
Adam Rittscher, (L. S.) 
David Hottenstein, (L. S.) 
Peter Frailey, (L. S.) 
Francis Baird* (L. S.) 
Henry Winters, (LrS.) 

Triplicate copies of the election of Vice President, 
9A approved of by the Electoral College, were then 
signed by the Electors, of which the following is a 
copy: 

[Same as the preceding, excepting that the word 
*Vice President' is inserted in the place of 'President.*] 

On motion of Mr. Gibson and Mr. Snowden, Mr. 
Cunningham and Mr. Snowden, were appointed a com- 
mittee to examine the certificates of the election of pre- 
sident and vice-president of the United States, and the 
envelopes, and ascertain whether they were respective- 
ly signed by eaph elector. 

After some time, Mr. Cunningham from the commit- 
tee reported: 

That they had ckrefuUy examined the certificates and 
envelopes, and that they were all properly signed. 

On motion of Mr. Gibson and Mr. King, 

Orderod, that Mr. Cunningham and Mr. Snowden be 
a committee to cause the lists and certificates of the 
election for president and vice-president, to be enclosed 
with the proper envelopes, and each package sealed, 
and directed as required by law. 

After some time, 

Mr. Cunningham reported that the committee had 
carefully examined and enclosed the list and certificates 
fsf clectton for President and Vice President with the 
proper envelopes and sealed and directed each package 
%g ret^uired by law. 

On motion of Mr. Cunningham and Mr. Giesey, Wil- 
fina Fii^dlay, one of the electors, was unanimoo^Iy ap- 



polluted to take charge and deliver to the President of 
the Senate of the United States, at Washington City, 
the seat of government of the United States, on or be- 
fore the 'first Wednesday in January next, ohe of the 
packages containing the list of votes of this Electoral 
College, for a Prestdentand Vice President of the 
United States. 

Whereupon a certificate of the appointment of Wil- 
liam Findlay was signed, and of which the following is 
a copy: 

State Capitol op PsxKSTi^yAHiA. 

Eledoral College, December 3rf, 1828. 

We the undersigned electors for a President and Vice 
President of the United States on the part of the state of 
Pennsylvania, do certify that William Findlay, Esq. one 
of the electoi-s of the electoral college of Pennsylvania, 
is hereby appointed to take charge of and deliver to the* 
president of the Senate oflhe United States at Washiog- 
ton City, the seat of government of the United States, 
and in case there shall be no president of the Senate at 
the seat of government, on the arrival of William Find- 
lay, Esq. entrusted >vith the list of votes of the electo- 
ral college, the said William Findlay, Esq. shall deliver 
into the office of the Secretary of State, op or before 
the first Wednesday in January next, one of the pack- 
ages containing the list of votes of this electoral college 
for a President and Vice President of the United States. 

[Signed by all the electors excepting W. Findlay.] 

The Secretary then delivered to Mr. William Findlay 
his certificate of appointment, and one of the packages 
containing the list of votes for a ** president and vice- 
president of the United States, directed to the President 
of the Senate of the United States, Washington City, 
D. C." 

Mr. William Findlay then gave a receipt therefor, in 
the words following, to wit: 

Harrisburg, Dec, 3, 1828. 

Received from the president of the electoral college 
of the state of Pennsylvania, certificates of the votes gi- 
ven by them this day, for president and vice-president of 
the United States, to be by me delivered to "The Pre- 
sident of the Senate of the United States, Washington 
city, D. C." to whom the same is directed, before the 
first Wednesday of January next 

WM. find;.ay. ^ 

On motion of Mr. Cunningham and Mr. King, 

One other of the packages, directed to the ''Hon. 
Joseph Hopkinson, Judge of the Eastern District of the 
st^te of Pennsylvania," containing the list of votes for 
president and vice-president of the United States, was 
ordered to be delivered to John B. Gibson, to deliver 
the same accordingly, who receipted for the same in the 
words following: 

Harrisburg, Dec 3, 1828. 

Received from the" president of the electoral college 
of the state of Pennsylvania, certificates of the votes 
given by them this day, for president and vice-president 
of the United States, endorsed *< The Presidem of the 
Senate of the United Strtes, Washington <nty, D. C." 
and enclosed with this direction: *lHon Joseph Hop- 
kinson, Judge of the Eastern District of the state of 
Pennsylvania, Philadelphia,'' to be' by me delivered to 
the said judgpe Joseph Hopkinson, within ten days from 
this date. 

JOHN B. GIBSON. 
On motion of Mr. Giesey and Mr. King, 

Mr. James Gordon was appointed to deliver the re- 
maining package directed to the president of th« senate 
of the United States^ Washington City, District of Co- 
lumbia, to the postmasterattheseatof govemmenC of 
this state. 

The package was then delivered, and Mr. Gordon re- 
eeit>ted therefor in the words following, to wit; 

Harrisburg, Deeeraber 3, 1828. 

Received from the president of the electoral coUere, 
of the sta^e of Pennsylvania, certificates of the votes by 
them given this day for president amf yipe-jiresident of 
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Ae United States, to be by me delivered to the Post 
Master in ttiis place, to be forwarded to "The president 
of the senate of the United States, Washington city, D. 
C." to whom the same is directed. 

JAMES GORDON. 
On motion, 

Ordered^ That Messrs. King^, Sheets,' and Frailey, be 
a committee to settle the pay due each elector respec- 
tively. 

After some time Mt. King made the following report; 
Harrisburg, Dee. 3, 1828. 

The undersigned a committee appointed for that pur- 
pose, report that they have settled the respective ac- 
counts of the Electors, for the compensation allowed 
tiiem by law, and that they are respectively entitled to 
the following sums, viz.* 



John B. Gibson $42 00 
Bdward King 42 00 

William Frndlay 75 00 
iohn Lisle 42 00 

Jacob Holgate 42 00 

Samuel Humes 24 00 

J. W. Cuuningham 36 00 
George G. Leipcr 46 20 
Henry Sheets 
Adam Kitscher 
David Hottenstein 
John M. Snowden 
Peter Frailey 
Francis Balrd 



Heniy Winters #46 00 
William Thompson 66 00 



Leonard Rupert 
Jacob Gearhart 
George Famitz 
Jacob Heyser 
John Harper 
John Scott 
William Piper 
Valentine Geisey 
James Gordon 
Robert Scott 
Henry Allshouse 
James Duncan 



36 00 
36 00 
18 00 
26 90 
22 50 
42 00 
39 90 
75 00 
75 00 
81 00 
64 50 
93 00 



42 00 
18 00 
33 90 
75 00 
36 00 
51 00 
All of which is respectfully submitted, 

EDWARD KING, 
HENRY SCHEETS, 
PETER FRAILEY, 
On motion of Mr. King and Mr. Sheets, said report 
iHras again read, considered, and adopted. 

Warrants were accordingly so drawn, and, on motion 
of Mr. Gibson and John Scott, Messrs. Cunningham and 
Snowden Were ordered to compare the amount of the 
warrants with the ammmt allowed each elector by the 
committee agreeably to their report as adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Cunningham and Mr. Snowden, the 
following resalution was read and agreed to. 

Hesohed^ That the secretary be requested to have the 
minutes of this Electoral College printed in pamphlet 
form. 

On motibn of Mr. Cunningham and Mr. King, 
Ordered, That when the College adjourns, it adjourn 
to meet at seven o'clock, in the evening. 

Ori motion of Mr. Frailey and Mr. Geisey, the Col- 
lege adjourned until that hour. 

In the Evening, 
The college met pursuant to adjournment. 
On motion of Mr. Gordon and Mr. Harper, 
'l*he following resolution was twice read, considered, 
and unanimously adopted: 

Jtekohed, That tlie thanks of the Electoral College 
arc hereby tendered to the Senate of the commonwealth 
of Pfennsylvania, for their politeness in tendering the 
c?lccto*s the iise of their chamber during the sitting of 
the college, and that the secretary be directed to furnish 
the Senate with a copy of this resolution. 

On motion of Mr. Cunningham and Mr. Allshouse, 
The following resolution was twice read, considered, 
and adopted: 

Beaohed, That the thanks of this electoral college are 
hereby tendered to William Findlay, president, and 
John De Pui, secretary of this college, for their kind 
«d irt the- discharge of the very arduous duties of their 
respective stations, during the sitting of this electoral 
college. 

On motion of Mr. George G. Leiper, and Mr. Valen- 
6ne Geisey — the college adjourned tine die. 

WM. FINDLAY, President. 
Atteflt-^FoHlr Di Pui, Secretaty. 

[* "They amount to #1316 90. J 



PROCEEDINGS OF COUNCILS. 

Thursday evenings Dee, 11, 1828. 

Mr. O'Neill pl^sented a petition from sundry citizens, 
praying for the erection of a market house, west of 
Broad street. Referred to the committee on markets. 

Mr. Page presented a petition from John H. Willets, 
praying for the use of the rooms in the State House, for 
a school on an improved plan. Referred to Coramltteo 
on the State House. 

Mr. O'Neill, from the committee on the subject^ re- 
ported that from two to three hundred dollars, had been 
collected for wharfage of vessels, lying at Sassafras st. 
wharf, from May to October: and that of four different 
proposals, they considered that from W. Whildin, to 
rent the wharf for steam boat and commercial purposes, 
as the most eligible. The report was laid on the table, 
and the committee authorized to conUnue to receivo 
proposals till the 20th inst 

The President stated that Mr. J. Hare PoweO. one of 
the representatives of the city in the Senate of Penn- 
sylvania, had, for the information of Councils, forwarded 
from Harrisburg, a copy of a memorial of the foi)owin|; 
tenor, lately presented to the Legislature. 

To ike Senate and Hoitse of Bepreientaiives of the Com^ 
monweaUh of Pennsyhania. 

The memorial of the subscribers owners of ground, 
on the banks of the river Schuylkill and traders on the' 
Said river: 
Respectfully sheweth. 

That by an act of Assembly, passed the 25th day o^ 
March, 1805, it was enacted, that if any person should 
build any wharf, storehouse, or other building, beyond 
low water mark, into the river Schuylkill, between tbo 
lower falls and its junction with the river Delaware, and 
without a license from the board of wardens, Luch per- 
sons should be liable to a fine of $1000. 

That under the authority of the said act, the board of 
wardens have permitted a larg^ number of persons to 
erect wharves into tlie said river, beyond low water 
mark, so as to have from eight to seventeen feet water 
when the tide is out, but the said board of wardens do 
refuse permission under any circumstances to build store 
houses below low water mark, even upon wharves built 
according to their own regulations. 

T\mX in consequence of the distance between lo^ 
water mark and the ends of the whar>'es being in many 
instances ver}' great, the store houses are thrown so fit 
back from where the boats can lay with safety to un- 
load, and from the store houses being necessarily highef 
than the wharves to keep them out of the reach of fresh- 
ets, the process of loading and unloading boats is at^ 
tended with much delay and merchandize and the pro- 
duce of the country liable to damage, it being rolled 
through the mud from the boats to the end of the store 
house. If on the other hand the storehouse was extended 
out so far beyond low water mark, that a boat, could 
when the tide is out, lay along side of it with safety, and 
by one operation load Hnd unload, much time would btf 
saved and much injury to merchandize avoided. 

Your memorialists therefore pray that they may be 
permitted to build storehouses on their wharves so that 
boats may safely lie by them to load and unload when 
the tide is out. 

And your memorialists as in duty boun(!, &c. 

The subject was referred to Messrs. Maitland, Page^ 
Read, and Richards. 

On motion of Mr. Read of the Select Council, it was 
resolved that the Committee on the State House and 
Independence Square be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of appropriating the second floor of the 
State House fbr the purgose of a court room and offices 
for the Circuit and District Covrtsof tiic United State9» 
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•And at the tame time be authorised to receive proposals 
for leasing' the same for the purposes aforesaid. 

On motion of Mr. Johnson, the following^ resolutions 
^vere adopted, Mr. J. stating- that as the Pavinjf Com- 
mittee intended that the paving* next year should be un- 
der their immediate inspection, the information called 
for was necessary fbr their guidance. 

Itesolved by the Select and Common Councils, that 
the City Commissioners, be and they are hereby direct- 
•ed, to furnish Councib at their nexl stated meeting, with 
« statetnent of the amount of moneys expended on new 
pavements, within the present year, deiMgnating the 
streets or squares, so paved, together with a separate 
statement of the number of yards paved in each district 
respectively. 

Resolved, by the Select and Common Councils, that 
the City Commissioners be and they are hereby direct- 
•ed, to cause to be laid before Councils at their next sta- 
ted meeting, a statement of the improvements, which 
in their opinion are necessary to be made the ensuing 
season, whether east of Droad street or fronting^ on the 
river SchuvlkilU designating the streets or squares re- 
quiring to be paved, together with those which require 
to be graduated or filled up to the regulations, and also 
the number of loads of paving stone and number of feet 
of curb stone, necessary for the same. — PMla. Oax. 



PENNSYLVANIA CANAL. * 

We have now the pleasure to lay before our readers 
Uie annual report of the Canal Commissioners, which 
affords an interesting view of the progress of that im- 
portant work, and encourages the hope that at no very 
distant period, we shall begin to reap the fhiits of the 
well directed liberality of the Legishiture. 

The Canal Commissioners of Pennsylvania respect- 
fully submit the following 

REPORT: 
/ By their annual report on the 25th December 1827, 
it appeared, that the amount of canal, then under con- 
tract, and in progress towards completion was about 212 
miles, composed of the following divisions. 
Western division from Pittsb^^g, up the AUe- » 
> gheny, Kiskeminetas, and Conemaugh to 

Blairsville. 80 miles 

i»art of French creek feeder, from Bemis mill 

to Coneaut Out let, 9 miles 

Bastem division, from the mouth of Swatata 

to that of Juniata, 24 miles 

> Juniata division, from a point near the mouth 

of Juniata to Lewistown, 44| miles 

Susquehanna division, from a point near the 

mouth of Juniata to Northumberland, 37 miles 

Delaware division, from Bristol to Taylor's 

ferry, 18 miles 



212^ miles. 

This aggregate is increased by about 4i miles added 
io the Juniata and Susquehanna divisions, in order to 
unite them at a convenient point on Duncan's island, 
making the whole amount contracted for, under the au- 
thority of the acts of 1826 and 1827, about 217 miles. 

Since the report alluded to was made, the work on 
the several divisions has been steadily prosecuted. Cou- 
^denible delay was produced by the prevalence of higfh 
water, from ari early period last fall to the month of June 
last, and severe inconvenience ha<t also been felt, from 
X sickness on the Juniata, Susqtiehanna and Delaware. 

It will appear nevertheless from the following sketch 
of the state of those divisions, that a great amount of 
work has been accomplished. 

The whole Western division from the out let locks on 
(he Allegheny to Blairsville is so far completed, that it 
wiH iitK|ueatidiMbly be navigable at the opening of the 



spring. From the salt works fifty milettboTe FMtibaff^ 
to the Kiskeminetas feeder, the Una b in actoal vse, awl 
water is now flowing through that feeder, to tapply tbe 
whole distance below. From the aalt works npwarda 
to Blairsville nothing remains which may not eanly be 
finished during the present winter. 

The nine miles of the French creek feeder are ia a 
similar state of forwardness. One or two culverts, four 
bridges, the fencing of the line and a veiy small quanti- 
ty of excavation and inside wall, are the only matters re> 
quiring further attention. 

The amount of work done on the Juniata, between 
^ewistown and the mouth of Juniata may be regarded 
as equal to 2-3 of the whole. This line htm iufiered 
fi*om sickness more severely, than any other in the state, 
and it experienced moreover a great scarcity of hand% 
in the earlier part of the season. Those difficubica 
being now entirely rerooredt its completion mttf be ex> 
pected before the 1st of August 

The Susquehanna division from the mouth of Jiynata 
to Northumberlamtp is considered | completed. Like 
the Juniata line, it was delayed by the scarcity of worl^ 
men in the early summer months^ and by the Mcknesa 
incident to our river valleyi. At its present rate of pto^ 
gression, it cannot fail of ooospletion by the first of Jnlf 
next 

The eastern division is entirely finished, except tiie 
two sections at Peters mountain, (on which about two 
months work remains,) and the aqueduct embankment 
at Stony and Clark's creeks. It b confidently believed, 
that tlie navigation &om the mouth of Juniata to M id- 
dietown will be in actual use before the rising of the 
Legislature. 

The contracts existing on the Delaware, at the date 
of the last report, extended only to the excavation and 
Canal formation of 18 miles, and included no work of 
wood or stone. All these contracts have been satiafrc- 
torily completed, and fUrther contracts have been made, 
for the locks, culverts, aqueducts and bridees on that 
portion of the line, to be executed early in toe next aefr- 
son. 

In executing the act of the last session of the Legis- 
lature, making further appropriations for the Pennsrl- 
vania canal, and directing additional contracts to be 
made, the Board acted on the principle, that the money 
thus placed at their disposal, should as far as practicable^ 
be devoted to the old lines, and that the new coatracta 
should be made so late in the season, as to conitituteno 
serious charge upon the existing appropriation. 

At tlie meeting of the Board in March, it was deemed 
advisable, to place under contract seven additional mika 
of the Delaware division, which was accordingly done 
on the 20th May following. No arrangement having 
yet been made with the State of New Jersey for tlw 
use of the Delaware, and it being still uncertain, from 
what quarter the canal might ultimately be filled wHfr 
water, the engineer was directed to re-examine the 
whole line from New Rope to Easton, and so to adjutC 
its location, as to admit of a full and easy supply, wmt^ 
ever migfht be the result of a negotiation witli New 
Jersey. This was satisfactorily effected to a point aheel 
seven miles below Easton, from which the location mnsf 
entirely depend upon the question^ whether the Dela- 
ware or the Lehigh be used as a feeder. The Board ac- 
cordingly determmed at their meeting in August, to 
place under contract 28^ miles from New Hope upwsodv 
and to reserve the remaining distance until the retuh of 
the negotiation pending with New Jersey should be 
known. Of thb amount 18 miles were contracted fo 
on the 18th of September^ and 10^ miles more on the 
18th of November. The excavation and canal fonna' 
tion of the first seven miles of the Delaware line, above 
Taylor's ferry are nearly complete. The next 18 miler 
arc actively advancing and in the remaining 16j miles,' 
the contractors are now commencing their operations. 
I'he payments already made on the new line, amount to' 
^28,285,23. II b the intentioR of the Boani to ejfitead 
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their contracts to Easton as early as possible next 
apring. 

At the meeting of the boai-d in March last, Charles 
T. Whippo, Esq. was appointed an engineer, and was 
directed to commence the location of a canal line upon 
the north branch of tlie Susquehanna. Having selected 
the Nanticoke falls, 54 miles above Northumberland, as 
the proper place for taking a feeder, he continued his 
line 27 miles downwards, and reported it to the board 
at their meeting in June. His plan being approved, that 
portion of the canal was placed under contract, on the 
24th of July. At the meeting in August, the remaining 
distance of 27 miles to Northumberland, was located by 
the board, and the superintendent was directed to enter 
into contracts for 18 miles, so as to make up the 45 
miles, authorised by law. The work on this division 
has advanced with great spirit, and should the legisla^ 
ture authorise the construction of the remaining 9 miles, 
estimated to cost only 37,000 dollars, a perfect naviga- 
tion of 54 miles on the north branch, laying open the 
whole region of anthracite coal on that stream, will be 
in use by fhe spring of 1830. 

In confomuty with the act of the last session, Mr. 
Francis W. Rawle, an engineer in the service of the 
board, was instructed to make an accurate survey and 
estimate on both sides of the West Branch, from North- 
umberland to the mouth of Bald Eagle. His report of 
these Bunreys having been laid before the board at their 
session in August, and it appearing to their satisfaction, 
that the left bank of the nver was decidedly preferable, 
a portion of canal on that bank, commencing at North- 
umberland, and extending upwards to the Muncy Hills, 
23 miles was plac&d under contract on the 1st of Octo- 
ber. Since that period the work has been commenced 
on ercry section, and within the present week payments 
will have been made, to the sOnount of twenty thousand 
dollars. 

As this line presents unusual facilities no doubt is en- 
tertained of its completion within the coming year. 

At an early period of the summer, Mr. Clinton, the 
engineer of the Juniata division, was instructed to con- 
tinue that line, from its termination at Lewistown, a fur- 
ther distance of 45 miles. In the preliminary examina- 
tions necessary for this purpose, a survey was made, as 
required by law, to determine the practicability of car- 
rying the canal, along the Kishecoquiilas valley. At 
the meeting in August, Mr. Clinton made a report on 
this subject, and presented to the Board a draft and es- 
timate of the line selected. He also reported, that the 
proposed route along the Kishecoquiilas valley was 
wholly impracticable. In the month of October last, 
contracts were entered into for 45 miles, commencingat 
Lewistown, and terminating at Smith's Mills, a short dis- 
tance above Huntingdon. On this portion of the canal 
operations have partially commenced, but no payments 
will be made until the 15th of January next, and its 
completion is not looked for before the middle of the 
year 1830. 

Cantracts have also been entered into, for the exten- 
sion of the French creek feeder lOJ miles for continu- 
ing the Western Division from Blairsville up the Cdne- 
maugh 27 miles, and for ten miles of the distance be- 
tween Middletown and Columbia, all of which are com- 
menced, but no payments have been made for work ex- 
cept a small amount of the feeder line. 

Early last spring. Major Wilson as engineer of the 
Pennsylvania railway, was directed to commence at Co- 
lumbia, and to make an accurate location of the whole 
line from thence to Philadelphia. He was instructed to 
examine every route which had been proposed to the 
Board, or which might be deemed advantageous by the 
inhabitants of the coimtry through which Uie improve- 
ment passes. In such a survey much time was necessa- 
rily consumed, and consequently no part of the line has 
yet been constructed. At the present session of the 
Board, a full and gratifying report has been received 
from Major Wilson, showing that a railway graduated 
Vol. II. 46 



' within tlie limit of locomotive machinery is perfectly 
practicable from the bank of the Susquehanilato tliatof 
the Schuylkill, and contuning minute estimates and de- 
scriptions of the work. At each end of the road an in- 
clined plane and stationary engine will be required to 
reach the river level. From the inclined plane on the 
Schuylkill, which it is contemplated to fix near the resi- 
dence of the late Judge Peters, the railway will cross 
that river by a bridge, and pursuing the line of the old 
Union Canal, will reach the city of Philadelphia, at the 
intersection of Broad and Vine streets. 

The Board have reason to believe, that the selection 
of this line has been skilful and judicious; and that the 
mode of entering the city of Philadelphia is preferable 
to any other proposed. They have therefore confirmed 
the whole location, and in compliance with law have di- 
rected the road formation of 40 miles to be placed under 
contract. 

It is believed, that a line of Railway' leading to a large 
city, cannot exert its full capability, without the construd^ 
tion of branch lines near its point of termination, bv 
means of which the trade may be conveniently diffuseo* 
It would be difficult for the Board to fix the localities of 
such branch lines, as they must occupy in some degree, 
the streets of the city, and otherwise interfere wim its 
internal regulations. They have regarded it, however^ 
as a great advantage attending the present location, that 
by keeping the level of the summit between the Schuyl- 
kill and the Delaware, it admits of an easy extension to 
the latter river, through tlie city or adjoining districts; 
and it is recommended that every facility for such ex- 
tensions be afforded, either to the corporations of the 
city and districts, or to associations of individuals formed 
for the purpose. 

While considering this subject, they have been struck 
with the importance, in a commercial point of view, of 
a line from the stationary engine near Judge Peters', to 
some point on the Schuylkill, affording a complete com- 
n^unication with the ocean. As such a line must follow 
the west side of the river, the difficulty before suggest- 
ed would not be felt; and, but for want of authority un- 
der the existing law, the board would be prepared to 
direct its consti'uction. 

A particular and vciy extensive examination of the 
Allegheny mountain, with a view to a portage between 
the Juniata and Conemaugh levels, has been made this 
season, by Mr. Nathan S. Roberts. A number of pro- 
jected routes have received attention, and a vast amount 
of useful information is embodied in his report. The 
results however, are not so conclusive as to justify a de- 
cision, until some additional investigations shall have 
been made. 

Mr. Roberts having accepted emploj-ment elsewhere, 
Moncure Robinson, Ksq. an engineer of high reputa- 
tion, has been appointed in his place. He will be fur- 
nished with the notes and di*afts of Mr.,Robert8, and as 
early as possible, will commence his enquiries with a 
view to the construction of a railway composed of lifts 
and levels, and also of a Mac Adamised road of ea^ 
graduation, between the two Canals. This latter exami- 
nation is dictated from a belief that such a turnpike will 
be found indispensable for the accommodation of tra- 
vellers having business on the Canals and Railways, and 
not from a wish to place it in competition with the first 
named mode of improvement, as a means of transporta- 
tion for merchandise and produce. 

The surveys authorised by law, for a Rail road from 
"some point on the Schuylkill Canal to Sunbmy, Dan- 
ville and Catawissa," and for Canals and Railways be- 
tween the Lehigh and North Branch by Nescopec^ val- 
ley and other projected routes, have been ably executed 
by Mr. Robinson; within the pi*esent season. For an 
account of operations so extended, embracing the whole 
summit between the waters of the Susquehanna and the 
Delaware, as far north as the Lackawanna, and brench- 
ingoff into innumerable lateral examinations, recourse 
must be had to the Report of Mr. Robinson, annexed f 
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hereto. Among other results, it is ascertained, that a 
Canal by way of Nescopeck Valley, is entirely practi- 
cable, althongfa the amount of lockage will prove a se- 
rious inconrenience. It appears also, that from Cata^ 
wissa, a railway suited to locomotive engines, except at 
the summit, where stationary power must be employed, 
mav be carried, either through Quakake Valley to the 
Lehigh, by the Schuylkill to PotUville, or the head of 
Little Schuylkill to its mouth, and that a Railway conve- 
niently adjusted for the use of horse power, may be 
made from Pottsville to Sunbury or Danville. Particu- 
lar drafts and estimates of several of these routes, will 
be forwarded to the Leg^islature, as soon as they can be 
prepared. 

Agreeably to the law of the last session a further ex- 
amination of the proposed line of canal from Ea&ton 
•long the Delaware to Carpenter's Point, has been 
made by Major Douglass, and two estimates have been 
fbmished; one for a canal of the same dimensions with 
that below Easton, and the other for a canal of reduced 
size, as described in the law. The cost of the larger im- 
provement is estimated at an average of $13,309 per 
mi]«, and of the smaller, at 111,678. The last mentioned 
fum having fallen below the maximum fixed by the Le- 
rislature, a resolution determining the location of the 
nne, has been passed by the board, but no part has been 
placed under contract. 

At the meeting of the Board in March last, Mr. Ed- 
ward F. Gay, late engineer of the Conestog^ navigation, 
was selected to execute the surveys with a view to ca- 
nals and slack water navigation, directed to be made, on 
the Allegheny, Monongahela, and Ohio rivers; his in- 
structions embraced the various modes of improvement 
mentioned in the act of the last session of the Legisla- 
ture, and a full report on each of the subjects referred 
to his care, is now presented. The cost of a navigation 
bv dams, locks, and ponds adapted to steam boats, 
along the Allegheny river, from the mouth of French 
creek to that of Kiskeminetas, (the plan preferred by 
Mr. Gay,) is estimated at $923,098 or about $10,000 
a mile, for93i miles. He represents the construction 
of a canal along the Monongahela, as almost impracti- 
cable, but the river may be advantageously improved in 
many places by dams and locks, at an expense of $265»- 
000. The cost of steam boat navigiition from Pittsburgh 
down the Ohio to Beaver, by dams and locks, is esti- 
mated at $221,298. 

At a late period of the present season Mr. Wm. IL 
Uopkins, an engineer recently in the service of the 
state of Oliio, was engaged to ascertain the practica- 
bility of a rail road from the west end of tlie Harrisburg 
bridge to Chambersburp, and from thence by way of 
Gettysburg to York. His labours in the field are now 
about completed, and his report, as soon as received, 
will be forwarded to the Legislature. 

In this sketch of operations within the past year, it 
has been the object of the board to avoid all unnecessary 
detail. For such further particulars as may be desired, 
reference is made to the numerous documents annexed 
hereto. 

For the sake of brevity, also, they have deemed it ex- 
pedient, to present at a single view, a list of all the con- 
tracts, which will claim attention within the coming 
year. As the Eastern and Western Divisions are already 
•o hr completed, that they cannot be the source of 
much additional expenditure, after, the work already 
done shall be paid for, they are left out of the account. 
The other lines at a liberal estimate will stand as fol- 
lows: 

$520,000 
330,000 
151,000 
315,000 
890,000 



French Creek Feeder - - . 76^000 

From Middletown to Columbia • - 34<5,O00 

Conemaugh from Dlainville to Johnstown, 500,000 

Part of Pennsylvania Rail Road, - - 200,000 



Delaware 

North Branch 

West Branch 

Juniata, (Lower Line) 

Do. (Upper Line) ... 
Susquehanna division, including dam and 
bridge ortr th« river 



284^000 



$3,511,000 

It is estimated from the experience of former season, 
that supposing the utmost activity to be used upon all of 
the lines within the approaching year, at least $700,000 
of the aggregate exhibited by this statement will remain 
to be expended in the year 1830, so that the arnouiit 
required for the operations of next year, making full al* 
lowance for the sums yet to be paid on the Eastern and 
Western Divisions, cannot materially exceed ^,000^000^ 
and may probablv fall short of thut sum. Inasmuch, 
however, as the Mth of the Commonwealth is already 
pledged for the contracts made, it will probably be de- 
sirable, that a precise limit should not be fixed, and that 
flill scope should be given for the executilmef ncfa 
contracts as early as possible. 

That this statement presents a scene of opjeratioat d 
great extent is readily admitted. But it b equally etf 
tain that a vi^rous effort for another year, wiH so re- 
duce its magfmtude as to place the success of ^e wbdie 
system of internal improvenent beyond a reasoubk 
doubt By the month of August next, 47 miles on the 
Juniata, forty-one miles more on the SusquefaanBa, and 
twenty-eight miles on the Delaware, wm certminhrbe 
completed) reducing the whole distance to 184 mdef. 
By the month of December next, the Nordi and 
West Branch Divisions may be ready for navigation, 
the Delaware line to Easton will be nearly completed, 
and the obligations of the Commonwealth for lines now 
urider contract, will have been reduced to a ram ccns- 
derably short of one million of dollars. 

Upon the view thus presented the Board wouM pro- 
pose a system of proceeding, recommended at once by 
its extreme simplicity, its tendency to sustain the confi- 
dence! of the public, and the certainty it affords, that 
the whole scheme of the Internal Improvement adopted 
by the state, embracing a complete cornmunicatioii 
from Philadelphia to Pittsburg and Lake Erie, and the 
projected lines along the Susquehanna, its branches, aftd 
the Delaware, may be triumphantly executed withia a 
reasonable period. 

It is based upon the supposition that the whole ex- 
penditure of the present year will be $3,000,000, whidi 
added to $3,300,000 already borrowed, makes 6,300,000 
dollars; and also that the income from the Eastern and 
Western Divisions next year will equal the interest of 
the excess of the canal debt above $6,000,000, at the 
end of that year. Upon these suppositions it is pro- 
posed. 

1. That the revenue at present applicable to the in- 
terest of canal loans be so increased by legisUtive pro- 
visions, as to produce annually the interest of six Bul- 
lions of dollars, in4ependently of all receipts from the 
canals. 

2. That all further extensions of the lines of improve- 
ment beyond the cost of six millions of dollars, shall be 
made by loan, upon the credit of receipts, from the fin- 
ished canal, and shall be limited by tne sufiiciency of 
those receipts to discharge the interest of rach further 
loans. 

3. That as the finished portions of the canal incrtaae 
in revenue, so as to exceed the interest of the loans, to 
which they are pledged, the excess shall be appKedas 
a nnking fund, or as a fund for the making of otherva- 
hiable improrements, not included in the present ifs- 
tem. 

The Board in offering' these saggestions desre it to 
be understood, that they mean not to diminish the ex- 
tent of the system, alreadj adopted, bot on the contmjr 
that they calculate upon its early and effectual cooplc^ 
tion. They entertain no doubt, that the receipts ftvm 
canal tolls, within the year 1830, will justify the ex- 
penctitureof tbrea milTions that ycar,ifsachatunba 
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t^uired; and will increase from that time in a ratio 
fully equal to the further wants of the commonwealth 
in executing^ its system. In proof of this they remark, 
that during the whole of next season 103 miles of valua- 
ble canal will be in full operation, that at the commence- 
ment of the year 1830, the extent navigable will be 
290 niilea, and that within the last mentioned year, 
it will be extended to 350 miles, embracing sections 
equalled by none other in promise and importance. 

They have based their calculations as to the practica. 
i^ility and consequences of the plan proposed, upon 
fiicts wh'^ they regard as established, and they look to 
its adoption, or that of some other corresponding in 
principle, however different in detail as essential to the 
preservation of public confidence, and the ultimate suc- 
cess of the improvements begun. 

By the report of the Board in December last, the 
•mount of contracts existing, was estimated at about 
3,050,000 dollars, and this amount was soon ai\er in- 
creased to 2,350,000 dollars, by additions on the Sus- 
quehanna and Juniata divisions, which included a bridge 
across the Susquehanna, an aqueduct over the Juniata, 
M. set of outlet locks, and about four miles of canal. 

To meet these contracts the means of the Board have 
been 



1. The balance then remaining of the 
appropriation of 1827, about 

2. Appropriation of 1828 



#400,000 
2,000,000 

' ^ ^,400,000 

Of this sum, however, 150,000 dollars have been di- 
verted to other objects. The expenditures on new lines 
subsequently put under contract amount to 110,000, and 
about 4000 have been drawn from the Treasury for sur- 
veys, damages, expenses of the Board, and other contin- 
g>ent items. 

This statement has been made, to account for the fact, 
which has in a different form been communicated to 
the Legislature, that the appropriation of 1828 b al- 
ready exhaustec^ and that the exigencies of the service 
call for a further and immediate supply. Further par- 
ticulars, as to the precise objects to which the funds 
have been applied, will appear by the reports of the 
several acting commissioners and superintendants, an- 
nexed heretow 

One or two subjects remain to be presented for con- 
^deration. 

At the present session of the Board, a statement has 
been made from a quarter entitled to great respect, that 
a communication between the Pennsylvania Canal, 
aloof the west branch with the river, at a point opposite 
I^ewisbuii^, will be productive of convenience to a Ui^ 
tection of valuable country. The Board appreciate fully 
the importance of the district, which the arrangement 
would accommodate, «nd they do not hesitate to recom- 
mend the subject to the consideration of the legislature. 
What may be the precise cost of such a communication 
and upon which plan it might most easily be effected, 
they are not at this time prepared to say, but the^ ap- 
prehend no serious difficulty upon either point, if an 
opportunity be given for proper examinations. 

In a number of instances the mode of constructing 
the lines of improvement have already or will hereafter 
produce a large amount of water power, which may be 
disDosed of on profitable terms to the Commonwealth, 
wiUiout injury to the public .works. The dam across 
the Susquehanni at Shamokin, and the various dams 
along the Conemaug^, Kiskeminetas, and Juniata, are 
prominent examples. At present no available power to 
•ell or lease such wutec rights exists in the Board, and 
as the time b approaching, when they may easily be 
made a souroe of revenue, the subject is urged upon the 
attention of the Legislature. 

Under the existing laws, authorising the commission- 
to make the necessary contracts for the comtrudion of 
canals, a doubt has arisen in the accounting department. 



whether contracl^ for repurs done to the works, after it 
had been taken off the hands of the original contractor, 
can be considered as included. A modification of the 
law is therefore asked, which will enable .the Board 
promptly to make and pAy for such repairs as may be 
required on the lines of toe canal. Such lines cannot be 
regarded as completed, until the water has been admit- 
ted, and the accidents attending a first trial of their 
strength have been remedied. In general these re- 
pairs will be made by the acting Commissioner, or 8a« 
perintendant, having charge of the next unfinished line. 

In one instance, however, it has already occurred, 
that the actine commissioner could not find time for 
this additional duty. The Board have therefore appoint- 
ed a supervisor to take charge of the Western Division 
as far as completed, and to direct the making of all ne- 
cessary repairs. The same necessity mav probably ex- 
ist in other quarters before the close of the year, and it 
will be convenient, that such officers have power to ob- 
tain the funds required, immediately from the Treasury. 
It is proposed therefore, that all supervisors of the canal 
lines, who may be appointed by the Board, shall give 
bond to the Commonwealth in the sum often thousand 
dollars, and shall be permitted to draw money to that 
amount under restrictions, and with obfigations to ac- 
count, similar to those prescribed in the case of Acting 
Commissioners and Superlhtendants. 

Signed by order of the Board. 

DANIEL MONTGOMERY, President 
Attest— Jos. MlLVAiirs, Secretary. 

Canal OJfUe, HarrUburg, Dee. IIM, 1828. 

raoM pouLsoir's amxrigajt daily ADVxaTiiXB. 

STATESMEN. 

Towards the close of that period of our city histoiy, 
when the State Legislature sat, where it now ought to 
be in session, in the Old State House, on Chesnut street. 
His Excellency, the first Governor, under the new Con- 
stitution, a hero of the revolution; the most popular man 
in the State, and without a competitor befcie the Peo- 
ple—was observed one day with great interest, by three 
boys, (ntting beneath the shade of a thorn hedge) on 
his return from his, (at the time,) well known iuperb 
country mansion near the falls of the SchuylkiU. He 
was dressed in full uniform, as commander4n-ckief{ hol- 
sters and bear skin, military boots and spurs— mounted 
on his "gallant gray," and moving elegantly and rapidiT 
along the ridge road, on his way into the dty; being fol- 
lowed by h's bUck servant, in suiUble livery, handsome- 
ly mounted, and coming hard after him, at proper mili- 
tary distance. 

In his walks about the town, and through the market, 
on market days, he was usually followed, in the latter 
case, by his serving man, yielding, beneath the pressure 
of an ample basket. Upon the pavement walk, as re- 
membered, he stood veiy erect; dressed as a citizen in 
rich apparel such as became a gentleman of his cirolei 
was ot the middle size, with a handsome rotund, but ac- 
tive person; evidentiy **with good capon lined;** a hear- 
ty claret coloured, or rather ruddy complexion, and a 
keen coal black eye. He moved in a kind of auick 
step, and conversed with a brisk and easy sort of elocu- 
tion, while stopping, with some of the **preat ones of 
the city" who had encountered him on his way. The 
word being g^ven, at Fourth street market— **here 
comes the governor,*' would pass along among the vie- 
tuallers, from stall to stall. Good morning Mr. Cope- 
good morning governor— and so onward to Mr. Woelp- 
per, near Second street, and through Jersey market — 
Good morning Mr. Slean— "Good morning— hope thou 
art well today"— down to the fish women "on the hill.", 

M this time, they withstood tiie "pelting of the piti- 
less storm,** during the winter season, sheltered only by 
their tiiick coating cloaks, and warmed only by cups of 
coals, enclosed in small "wooden stoves:*'— nevertheless 
they all vied with each other, which of them should 
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have the pleasure of selling to his Excellency, the finest 
rock fish. Such was the popularity, and personal influ- 
ence of the gt)vernor, resulting fi-om a well earned 
fame, that meeting, ohe day, as if by accident, a tumul- 
tuous body of the sailors of the port, who had agitated 
the city for a day or two, by marching up and down, in 
belter skelter order of procession, with clubs and co- 
lours: they seeking redress, they knew not where (for 
wrongs real or imaginary;) and wanting a friend, they 
knew not whom, finally resolved to march up "to Con- 
gress,'' then in session at the hidl. 

The governor, being apprised of the circumstance ; 
and havmg selected a suitable elevation on the route, 
hailed the ringleaders as they c«mc up, which brought 
the whole /70MC to a stand still. They knowing him to 
be somebody, listened attentively to what he said to 
them; and he being equally ready with his tongue, as 
with the sword and pen? and pled^ng himself to sup- 
port them, should they call upon him the next morning, 
m all just claims in the present instance — ^he so touched 
their finer feelings, and made such an appeal to their pa- 
triotism, that instead of surrounding Congress Hall, as 
they had intended to do, they dispersed immediately, 
with three cheers for the noble governor. 

The State Secretary, during the forenoon in fair wea- 
ther, was to be seen occasionally, either on the broad 
pavement before his office, (tlien in the State House, 
up stairs,) or shaded beneath **the elms," then in their 
youtliful beauty within the square, he walking up and 
down, in conversation with others, in his usual easy, 
highly polished, gentlemanly way, and "winning golden 
opinions firom all sorts of people.'* He was very con- 
spicuous among the crowd without, by his fine person 
and noble appearance— hb ever ready gracious smile, 
and friendly grasp of the hand; by his earnestness of 
manner, and animated gesture ; observable at times 
while discussing some constitutional limit with the gen- 
tlemen of the bar; by his dressed and powdered hair; 
which was so contrived by the Friseur, as to appear 
vety bushy at the ears, forming a striking contrast with 
his p^lassy black round beaver hat, usually worn by him 
rakmg a little on the one side; also by his elegant small 
bob of hair pendant behind, fastened with a riband, and 
rolling gracefully, as he turned his head about from 
shoulder to shoulder. Now lie was to be seen kissing 
his hand in courtesy," at a somebody across the way; 
and then, leaning' familiarly, with his ungloved hand, 
upon the shoulder of some Pennsylvania farmer, and 
listening attentively to his communication, relatjre to 
some business he might have in the office of the state 
secretary. / 

The person of the first Chief Justice, under the new 
constitution, was familiar to every inhabitant, by hb ve- 
nerable appearance on the street, calculated to arrest 
the attention of every passing stranger; his ample cock- 
ed hat and powdered wig, curled at the ears, his san- 
guine complexion and energetic look; his dark cinna- 
mon coloured suit, and splendid ruffles at the knuckles; 
his erect and manly gait, and his golden headed cane 
carried by him **trail arms" in his right hand. On his 
way fi'om his antique palace sliapcd mansion (then stand- 
ing in South Third street, ) up Third and up Chesnut 
street to the Supreme Court, he was observed some 
times to ''travel out of the record" passing by Israel 
Israel's corner, and returning occasionally, a profound 
bow, to the morning salutations of some of the leading 
poUticians of the da}', (usually assembled thereabout, 
even as the Athenians at "Mars Hill," to see and hear 
of some new thing,) and so onward, as far as Thomas 
paiker's new regulator, near Cook's buildings, (which 
regulator had now eclipsed the ancient fame of tiie **old 
clock," standing within the entry of John Wood, watch- 
maker, at the south east corner of Chesnut and Fiont 
streets,) for the express purpose of comparing, and 
having his gold watch set, if necessary, to the true 
Standard tirpe, so that when seated upon the bench in 



any matter relative thereto, he could speak emphatkaP 

The Senate of Pennsylvania, held their deriberations 
in an upper chamber of the State House, Anthony Mor- 
ris, Speaker, in the chair, facing the north: — ^hb peraoai' 
al appearance from the c^air, was that of an amiable 
contemplative placid looking gentleman, dressed ftsfaiosi- 
ably plain, in a suit of mixed or drab cloth; fiur goh»- 
plexion, and light flaxen hair slightly powdered; his 
imperturbable serenity of countenance,seemingly iUinni- 
nated by a brilliant pair of silver mounted spectacles. 

The Representatives' Chamber was in the east win^ 
down stairs, designated, since the arrival of La Fayette, 
as •Independent Hall," George Latimer in die ch^, 
facing the west When seated in the chair, and the ttk- 
hie before him, he seemed admirably adapted to the 
station he so honourably filled, and which he bad the 
honor to fill, by his well formed manly person from bis 
bust upward, and being of the proper height and bulk; 
his neck supporting a liead and physiontomy of the 
first order; even such an one as b given by Miltpn, to 
our first Parent, in these words: 

"His fair large front, and eye sublime, declared 
"Absolute rule." 

Nevertheless, being judged even by bk political op- 
ponents, all spake of him as being possessed in a birh 
degfree of that adn^^rable quality, of ••softness in the 
manner but firmness in the purpose" which he exhibit- 
ed one day with great effect. A new member, fresh 
from his constituents, and highly charged with the poli- 
tical fiuid of the day, attempted to introduce personafity 
into the debate. He was on the instant stopped by Mr. 
Speaker, and cautioned by him, very gtmtlv, to beware; 
as it would in no case be permitted. The member, 
notwithstanding, in a short time afterwards, intimated 
something like a repetition of his purpose, on which 
Mr. Speller raised himself upon hb feet, and addressed 
to him certiun words of powerful import in a low, but 
Jirm tone of voice, which caused the offending member 
to shrink within himself, as a touched terrapin within 
the shell — Mr. Speaker, the mean while, deliberately 
preparing with finger and thumb, to regale himself from 
his open snuffbox, with a cool pinch of snuff. 

On the floor of the House and from the lobby,, the 
first object which arrested the attention of the specta- 
tor, was the venerable appearance of old Mr. Hiltzhei- 
mer, from South seventh street: he being always smimr 
the first in his place, and looking towards the door with 
the most profound gravity, through a pair ef full • Bioon 
spectacle glasses; or else reading, and filing away, the 
daily printed journal which had been just handed lum, 
damp from the press. 

The largest man in the House, and probably in the 
state at the time, was the member from Berks county, 
Mr Coolbaug^: a gentleman of high respectability, and 
very popular among hb constituents, though soitietinies 
designated in the city as the ••Dutch Gbnt,"— but 
among them all, as the leading master spirit, or •*Pros- 
pero" of the assembly; and the most memorable state 
politicbn of the day, was the far-famed (within the 
boundaries of the state) Doctor Michael Leib. He 
was always remarkable, in the house, fiar his erect posi- 
tion of crest; his fiishionable gentlemanly dress ana ad- 
dress — his handsome face and ruddy, complexion, and 
his piercing brilliant black eyes, sparklmg with intelli- 
gence, and quickness of thought. He used to be seen 
continually in motion somewhere ; either conversing 
with animated gestures, among other members surround- 
ing the fire place, addressing himself to the chur, in 
some energetic speech, euiibiting therein thoughts 
which glowed, and words which bamed in the cause of 
•the People," as he at all times constantly aveired in 
days LANG SYNE. 
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To the Editors of the New York Gazette, 

GiirTLSXKir, — I hand you herewith another cotnmu- 
nication addressed to your respected friend Poulson, of 
Philadelphia, which I hope will appear in your paper. 
Yours respectfully, 
AN OLD PHILADELPHIAN. 

Mr.Pouhont 

Many comoup! I find that the few recollections of 
my &vourite city, which were/avoured with a place in 
my respected friend's paper in this city, have been the 
meant of brushing up the memories of several* others. 
I hope ther will continue to amuse the ^ood inhabitants 
of Philadelphia; and I promise you, I will not be behind 
hand in contributing my mite. 'Robert Shallow" thinks 
I belong to Uie Society of Friends — no disparagement, 
but I do not. U« says he could almost name the square 
in which I resided, judging from what I wrote. He 
might as well sav, I was an Episcopalian, because I used 
to go in the belny of Christ Church on the usual even- 
ings of ringing. I would often meet there, his old friend 
BiUy Wigglcsworth; by the by, I knew Billy as well as 
I did the ntther, and knowing kus propensity for playing 
off tricks, I, on one occasion, turned the key on him in 
the lock of the belfry of Christ Church and there he 
remained until let out by his friend Sermon, who resided 
directly opposite the Church. 

No, Mr. Poulson, I can tell him of many matters, and 
things concerning the inhabitants of every part of the 
city and Northern Liberties. I could gt> with him over 
Fool's bridge, visit the residence of Esquire William 
Coates, Justice of the Peace, and old Mr. Leib, tanner 
and currier, and the father of the Doctor. I could pass 
over with him to Spring Garden, to the old brick house 
tavern kept more than forty years ago by Barney Jacobs. 
I could yet run with him out the Ridge Road, visit Tur- 
ner's lane, and point out, and name, the ancient owner 
of every respectable country house. I could dash down 
and write him an account of the secret memoirs of South- 
wark, Pasimmk, and Moyamensing; and, if his breath 
would hold out, pass over Gray's ferry, along the wood- 
lands) lei^ve the middle ferry to the right, reach the up- 
per bridge, and re-cross to Robert Morris* old country 
residence, and tell him such things as his young mind 
never knew; and, if all this would not content him, I 
would make a trip to Sammy Cooper's ferry, in the 
JenejTS; and, if he wished it, ride with him down to 
Woodbury; return via Gloucester Point House, refresh 
ourselves with a cheerful glass, and on our way home, 
point out to him '^Wharton's Place," where the champ 
fete wa9 given in honour of Lord Howe, previous to his 
departure from Philadelphia: and, if he was desirous to 
hear It, a full description of that Yimous Meehiazan; and 
ms he will have accompanied me thus far, perhaps he 
would have no objections to Darby and Chester, and 
take dinner at the house formerly kept by Mrs. Withy, 
(and who is the Philadelphian, that was ever fond of 
good eating, that had not feasted himself at her well 
spread table) — but how shall we go that distance.^ A 
nackney coach, by all means. Plenty of them now-a- 
days. I well remember when Philadelphia could boast 
of but one hackney coach — ^it was owned and driven by 
A man with a wooden leg, his name was Myers; and his 
stand was opposite the Conestogo Waggon, in Market 
street. He might have starved by hb business; sure I 
am he could not have gained a living by it 

la those days, it was not unfashionable for ladies and 
gentlemen to walk. But it is time to leave Chester, and 
go as iStf as Marcus Hook; jump on board an Rgg-hari>or 
SiaUop^ (no steam boats then) and land at tne draw- 
bridge; take a look at the Old Fish House; walk up 
Spruce s^eet, to Second, and make a low bow at the 
house onee occupied by Mrs. Lydia Darrach, a whig of 
the reyobition, who assisted in increasijig the census of 
Ihe city iiaore than any other lady of her profession. — 
And now« Sir, we will march up Second street to the 



Merchant's Coffee House, in my time kept by Edward 
Moyston, and called the City Tavern, where I shall 
leave you for the present, having led you a pretty dance; 
and when you shall have recovered from the fatigue, 1 
may be induced to accompany you to Kensington, through 
Fish Town to Point no Point; round to Fi-ankford; pass 
up to Sandy Hill, and so on to Bustleton. At tlie latter 
place and neighbourhood, I could relate a good many 
anecdotes of our revolution, that happened there, but, 
we shall not have time to spare, wishing to tak^ a view 
of the old Baptist meeting house close by, under the 
charge, for many years, of the Rev. D. Jones. He was 
a giant of a man in mind and in person, and a chap- 
Iain in the continental army during the war. Now being 
on our return to the city, we must pass round to Chesnut 
hill, through Beggar's Town, Germantown and Nice- 
town; and, should we enter Third street, I would show 
you the barracks of the American army; and, .after all 
this are you of opinion that you "could name the squart 
in which Iresided?" 

When time, of which I have not much to spare, will 
permit, I may pve a description of the beautiful gardens 
of Mr. Pemberton, southwest comer of Third and Ches^ 
nut streets. The treasury department of the United 
States was kept there previous to Congress removing to 
Washington; that of Mr. Norris in Chesnut street where 
you have built the United States' bank, with a descrip- 
tion of the famous tavern at the south west comer of 
Fourth and Chesnut streets, where you also have a bank, 
and a full account of the Friends' school house oppo- 
site, when under the charge of that strict disciplinarian 
Friend Todd. 

OPPOSITION TO THE TEA ACT. 

A NEW SONG. 
7b the plaintive tune of Bosier^e Ghost. 

As near beauteous Boston lying 

On th6 gently swelling flood. 
Without jack or pendant flying 

Three ill-fated Tea ships rode: 

Just as glorious Sol was setting. 

On the wharf a numerous crew. 
Sons of Freedom, fear forgetting. 

Suddenly appear'd in view. 

Arm'd with hammer, axe and chissels. 

Weapons new for warlike deed. 
Towards the herbage freighted vessels. 

They approack'd with £%adful speed. 

O'er their heads aloft in mid sky 
Three bright Angel forms were seen; 

This was Hampdxit, that was Sisnxt, 
With fair Libsbtt between. 

** Soon, they cried, your foes you'U banish. 

Soon the triumph shall be won; 
Scarce shall setting Phoebus vanish, 

'Ere the deathless deed be done." 

Quick as thought the ships were boarded. 

Hatches burst and chests display'd; 
Axes, hammers, help afforded; ^ 

What a glorious crash they made! 

Squash into the deep descended 

Cursed weed of China's coast — 
Thus at once our fears were ended : 

British rights shall ne'er be lost 

Captains! Once more hoist your streamers. 
Spread your sails, and plow the wave! 

Tell your masters they were dreamers 
When they thought to cheat the Bkatb. 

BRITANNO-AMERICANUS. 
PBTLABX]LraiA, [Pennsyhania Packet, 

January Ist^ 1774. 
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PBiLADBLrHiA, Noe, 29, 1773. 
The ship Polly, Capt. Ay res, from London for this 



6d. per pound, that notice thereof may be ghren to the 
Committee at the Coffee House — And if any shopkeep- 
er, or retailer of Tea, shall demand more than 60. 6d. 
per pound, and at the like rate for any lesser quantity; 
the Committee do also beg that the hke notice may be 
given, in order that the names of such persons may be 
communicated to the public, and such farther steps b« 
taken as may be necessary for the safety and essential 
interests of our country. JUd. 

Monday t Decemher 27. 
The TEA SHIP having arrived, every inhabitant who 
wishes to preserve the liberty of America, is desired to 
meet at the State House this morning precisely at tea 
o'clock, to consider what b best to be doi^ on thki 
alarming crisis. Jiid 

January Sd,'177^ 
The unanimitVy spirit, and zeal, which have hereto- 
fore animated aU the colonies, firom Boston to South 
Carolina, have been eminently displayed in the oppoii. 
tion to the pernicious project of the East India Comp». 
ny, in sending Tea to America, while it remains subject 
to a duty, and the Americans at the same time confined 
by the strongest prohibitory laws to import it only from 
Great Britain, that a particular account €€ the tnmaae- 
tions of this city, cannot but be acceptable to all our rea- 
ders, and every friend of American liberty. 

Upon the first advice of this measure, a general die- 
satisfaction was expressed, that, at a time when we wcr^ 
stni^ling with this oppressive act, and an agreement 
subsisting not to import tea while subject to a duty, our 
fellow subjects in England should form a measure to 
directly tending to enforce the act, and again embrail 
us with our parent sljite. When it was also considered* 
that the proposed mode of disposing of the tea tended 
to a monopoly, ever odious in a fi>ee country, a uniyemi 
disapprobation shewed itself throughout the city. A 
public meeting of the inhabitants was held at the Stale 
House on the 18th October, at which great numbers at- 
tended, and the 8«nsc\ of the city waa expressed in the 
following resolves: — 

1. Tw the disposal of their own property is the in* 
herent right of freemen; that there can he no property 
in that which another can, of right, take firom us with- 
out our consent, that the claims of Parliament to tajK 
America is, in other words, a claim of right to levy con- 
tributions on us at pleasure. 

2. That the duty imposed by Parliament upon Ten 
landed in America, is a tax on the Americans^ or levy- 
ing contributions on them without their consent. 

3. That the express purpose for which the tax » 
levied on the Americans, namely for the support of n- 
veniment, administration of justice, and defence of hk 
Majesty's dominions in America, has a direct tendency 
to render Assemblies useless, and to introduce arbitrary 
government and slavery. 

4. That a virtuous and steady opposition to this minia' 
terial plan of goveminG;> America, is absolutely neceaaanr 
to preserve even a shadow of Uberty, and is a dnty which 
every freeman in America owes to his country, to him- 
self, and to his posterity. 

5. That the resolution lately entered into by tlie East 
India Company to send out their Teas to America, auB- 
jcct to the payment of duties on its being landed hcre» 
IS an open attempt to enforce this ministerial plan, and 
a violent attack upon the liberties of America. 

6. That it is the duty of every American to oppose 
this attempt 

7. That whoever shall, directly or indirectly counten* 
ance this attempt, or in anywise aid or abet in unked- 
ing, receiving* or vending the Tea sent, or to be sent eitt 
by the East India Company, while it remains subject to 
the payment of a duty here, is an enemy to his countiy. 

8. That a committee be immediately cbeaen to waH 



port left Gravesend on the 27th of September, with the 
deiested TEA on board, and is hourly expected. 
' [Dunk^'a Pentisyhania Packet. 

December 5, 1773. 
Whereas, the sudden rise in the price of Tea at this 
critical juncture, has, by the enemies of Anierica, been 
ascribed to motives of interest, and as taking an undue 
advantage of the present commotion respecting that ar- 
ticle: This has been taken into consideration by a great 
number of respectable inhabitants of this city, at a pub- 
lic meeting; and as it is of g^reat importance that we 
ahould all concur in a noble opposition to this oppres- 
' tive measure of the East India Company, of introducing 
their T^i into America, while subject to the present 
duty, it is hoped that every person, of whatever 
rank and situation in life, will suspend any opinion or 
prejudice on this head: And that the public may be 
fuUy apprised how and by whom the price of this com- 
modity has been enhanced, a Committee is appointed to 
inquire what quantities of Tea are now in this city — in 
whose hands— and whether the increase of price at this 
juncture, is the effect of intention in the holders of Tea 
to take any undue advantajfe of their fellow subjects^ of 
nn ocpurrence of trade, arising from an unforeseen and 
ncddental scarcity} and what measures can be fallen 
upon to teduce the price within some reasonable bounds 
f— The result ef which inquiry will, as soon as possible, 
be laid before the public. Ibid. 

December 13. 
The gentlemen nominated to make inquiries concern- 
ing the rise of Tea, having made the necessary inqifry — 

The Committee appointed by the inhabitants ef this 

city, on the fourth instant, now beg leave to lay^^before 

the public, what has appeared to be a true state of 

lacts respecting the increased price of Tea. Upon the 

strictest search and inquiry among the principal impor- 
ters and dealers in that commodity, it is found that there 

b but a small quantity of Tea in the city, at the best 

computation not more than 25. chests, which chiefly 

lays in the hands of the retailers and shop-keepers, who 

Jbeing apprised of the scarcity of that commodity, en- 
grossed it, and not adverting to the dangerous tendency 

of advancing the price at this time, inconsiderately fell 

into that mistake^ But in justice to these store-keepers 

and retailers, the Committee inform the public, that 

upon representing to them the pernicious consequences 

of such a procedure at this time, and the great dissatis- 

fi&ction it has occasioned among their Fellow Citizens^ 

they readily and unanimously complied with the advice 

ana request of the said Committee, not to ask more than 

six shillings, or at most 6s. 6d. per pound for what Tea 
they have to sell, and to retail it in small quantities only, 
60 as to accommodate every one as much as possible, and 

prevent its being fiurther enefrossed at an advanced price. 

As the above inquiry has been directed and made by 
the Committee, in order to give satisfaction to their Fel- 
low Citizens, and particularly the Tradesmen and Me- 
chanics, who may be supposed to be most affected by 
tiie high price of this article — it is hoped, that laying 
aside all prejudice and suspicion (if any have been en- 
tertained) they will cheerfully and unanimously concur 
in the noble opposition now formed against the intro- 
duction of Tea in this province, while subject to a tax 
imposed by the British parliament. 

And as there ma^ be some persons who have not 
come within the notice of this incjuiry, and others, who 
forgetting the duty they owe their country, may attempt 
to enhance the price of Tea, beyond what has been 
agreed to by such as have been called upon. This 
Committee do most earnestly request, that it any impor- 
ter of Tea shall ask such a price for it as not to allow a | on those gentlemen, who, it is reported, are ]q>pointe4 
reasonable profit to the retailer at the price of 6s. or 65. 1 by the East India Company to receive and sell said Te% 
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and request them, frora a rcganl to their own character, 
and the peace and gpood order of the city and province, 
immediately to resign their appointment. 

In consequence of this appointment the Committee 
Wiuted upon the gentlemen in this city, who had been 
appointed consignees of the expected cargo. They 
represented to them the detestation and abhorrence, in 
which this measure was held by their fellow citizens, 
the danger and difficulties, which must attend the exe- 
cution oif so odious a trust, and expressed the united 
desire of the city, that they would renounce the commis- 
flion, and engage not to intermeddle with the ship or 
cargo in any shape whatever. Some of the commission- 
ers reugned, in a manner that gave general satisfaction, 
others, in such equivocal terms as required farther ex- 
planation. However^ in a few days, the resignation was 
complete. 

In this situation things remained for a few days. In 
tiie mean time, the general spirit and indignation rose 
to such a height, that it was thought proper to call ano- 
ther gfeneral meeting of the principal citizens, to consi- 
der and resolve upon such farther steps as might give 
weight and ensure suceess to the unanimous opposition 
now ibrmed. 

Accordingly a meeting was held, for the above pur- 
pose, at which a gfreat number of respectable inhabitants 
attended; and it appeared to be the unanimous opinion 
that the entry of the ship at the Custom House, or the 
landing any part of her carg^, would be attended with 
^reat danger and difficulty, and would directly tend to 
destroy that peace and good order, which ought to be 
preserved. An addition of twelve other gentlemen was 
then made to the former committee, and the general 
meeting adjourned till the arrival of the Tea ship. In- 
fonna^n being given of that, the price of tea was sud- 
denly advanc^ though this was owing to a general 
scarcity of that article; yet all the possessors of tea, in 
order to give strength to the opposition, readily agreed 
to reduce ^« price, and sell what remained in their 
hands, at a reasonable rate. Nothing now remained, 
hut to keep up a proper correspondence and connec- 
tion with the other colonies, and to take all prudent and 
proper precautions on the arrival of the Tea ship. 

It is not easy to describe the anxiety and suspense of 
the city in this interval. Sundry reports of her arrival 
were received, which proved premature. But on Sa- 
turday evening the 25th ult an express came up from 
Chester, to inform the town, that tlie Tea ship, comman- 
ded by Capt. Ayres, with her detested cargo, was arrived 
tiiere, ha%*ing followed another ship up the river so far. 

The committee met early the next morning, and 
heing apprised of the arrival of Mr. Gilbert Barclay, the 
other consignee, who came passenger in the ship, they 
immediately went in a body to request his renunciation 
of the commission. Mr. Barclay politely attended the 
committee at the first request, and being made acquaint- 
ed with the sentiments of the city, ana the danger to 
which the public liberties of America were exposed by 
this measure, he, after expressing the particuUr hard- 
ship of his situation, also resigned tlie commission, in a 
manner which affected every one present. 

The Commit^e then appointed three of then* mem- 
bers to go to Chester, and two others to Gloucester 
point, in order to have the earliest opportunity of meet- 
ing Captain Ayres, and representing to him the sense of 
the public, respecting his voyage and cargo. The gen- 
. tiemen, who had set out for Cnester, receiving intelli- 
gence that the vessel had weighed anchor about twelve 
o'clock, and proceeded to town, returned. About two 
o'clock she appeared in sight of Gloucester point; 
where a number of inhabitants had assembled, with the 
gentlemen from the Committee. As she passed along, 
riie was hailed, and the captain requested not to pro- 
ceed fAKher, but to come on shore. This the captain 
complied with, and was handed through a lane made by 
the people, to the gentlemen appointed to confer with 
him. They represented to him the gsttenl tantimentSy 



together with the danger and difficulties that would at- 
tend his refusal to comply with the wishes of the inhabi- 
tants; and finally desired him to proceed with them to 
town, where he would be more fully informed of the 
temper and resolution of the people. He was accord- 
ingly accompanied to town by a number of persons, 
where he was soon convinced of the truth and propriety 
of the representations, which had been made to him — 
and agreed that upon the^desire of the inltabitants being 
publicly expressed, he would conduct himself accord- 
ingly. Some small rudeness being offered to the Cap- 
tain afterwards in the street, by some boys, several 
gentlemen interposed, and suppressed it before he* re- 
ceived the least injury. 

Upon an hour's notice on Monday morning, a public 
meeting was called, and the State House not being suffi- 
cient to hold the number assembled, they adjourned in- 
to the Square. This meeting is allowed by all to be the 
most respectable, both in numbers and rank of those who 
attended it, that has been known in the city. After a 
short introduction, the following resolutions were not 
only agreed to, but the public approbation testified in 
the warmest manner. 

1. RESOLVED, That the TEA, on board the ship 
Polly, Capt. Ayres, shall not be landed. 
, % That Capt. Ayres shall neither enter nor report 
his vessel at the Custom House. 

3. That Capt. Ayres shall carry back the Tea imme- 
diately. 

4. That Captain Ayres shall immediately send a pilot 
on board his vessel, with orders to take charge of her; 
and proceed to Reedy Island next high water. 

5. That the Captain shall be allowed to stay in town 
till to-morrow, to provide necessaries for his voyag^. 

d. That he shall then be oblig^ed to leave town, and 
proceed to his vessel, and make the best of his way out 
of our river and bay. 

7. That a Committee of four gentlemen be appointed 
to see these resolves carried into execution. 

The Assembly were then informed of the spirit and 
resolution of New York, Charles-Town, South Carolina, 
and the conduct of the people of Boston, whereupon it 
was unanimously 

Resolved, That this assembly highly approve of the 
conduct and spirit of the people of New York, Charles- 
Town, and Boston, and return their hearty thanks to the 
people of Boston for their resolution in destroying the 
Tea ratlier than suffer it to be landed. 
- The whole business was conducted with a decoruD* 
and order worthy the importance of the cause. Captain 
Ayres being present at this meeting, solemnly and pub- 
licly engaged, that he would literally comply with the 
sense of the city, as expressed in the above resolutions. 

A proper supply of necessaries and fresh provisions 
beiiig then procured, in about two hodrs the Tea ship 
weired anclior from Gloucester point, where she lay- 
within sig^t of the town, and has proceeded, with her 
whole cargo, on her return to the East India Company. 

The public think the conduct of those gentlemen, 
whose gfoods are returned on board the Tea ship, ought 
not to pass unnoticed, as they have, upon this occasion, 
generously sacrificed their private interest to the public 
good. 

Thus this important affair, in which there has been so 

florious an exertion of public virtue and spirit, has been 
rought to a happy issue; by which the force of a law 
so obstinately persisted in to the prejudice of the na- 
tional commerce, for the sake of the principle on which 
it is founded, (a right of taxing the Americans without 
their consent) has been effectually broken — and the 
foundations of American liberty more deeply laid than 
ever. 

The ground, which was covered by the people, on 
Monday last, in the State House Square, being mea^ 
sored, it was calcu1ated» by two ^fftrent personii on- 
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known to each other, that there were near 8000 peo- 
ple collected there, and many hundreds, who were on 
the way, were disappointed reaching the place of meet- 
ing, before the business was over, owing to the short no- 
tice that was given. 

On Tuesday last, at three quarters of an hour after 
two o'clock. Captain Ayres, of tlie TEA SHIP Polly, 
with Mr. Barclay, late one of the Consignees, left Arch 
street wharf, on board a pilot boat, (having been 46 
hours in town,) to foUow the ship to Reedy Island, and 
from thence transport the East India Company's adven- 
ture to its OLD ROTTiifo Place, in Leaden-Hall street, 
London. They were attended to the wharf by a con- 
course of people, who wished them a good voyage. 

When the accouut of the inhabitants of Boston having 
destroyed the tea belonging to the East India Company, 
reached this city, the bells of Christ Church were rang, 
and every class of people testified the roost sincere joy 
upon the occasion. Und. 



PROCEEDINGS OF THE LEGISLATURE OF 
PENNSYLVANIA. 

SENATE. 

Monday^ Dtetmber 8, 1828. 
PETITIONS, 

M)r. Powel, for an alteration in the law prescribing the 
node of executing criminals. 

Also, relating to warehouses on the Schuylkill. 

Mr. Powel, an act supplementary to the act to incor- 
porate And eiidow the Pennsylvania institution for deaf 
and dumb. 

ICr. Burden submitted a resolution, which was laid on 
the table, as follows: 

Mesohedf That a committee be appointed, to join a 
committee of the House of Representatives, if that 
House should appoint such a Committee, to examine 
into the state of the banks of Pennsylvania and Phila- 
delphia, with power to send for persons and papers, and 
report the result of their examination on or before the 
third Monday in January next. 

Mr. Powel submitted a resolution, which was adopted 
as follows: 

Rewhedf That the committee on roads bridges and 
fnland navigation, be instructed to inquire into the ex- 
pediency of requiring all commanders of vessels, pro- 
pelled by steam, for the conveyance of passengers on 
the waters of this commonwealth, to take licenses from 
an officer to be appointed by the Governor, whose duty 
It shall be to ascertain, periodically, the fitness, as wcU 
of said commanders and their engineers, as of the ma- 
chinery and vessels to be so employed. 

Tuesday, Dee. 9. 

Mr. Wise, an act authorising the laying out of a state 
tt)ad from the west bank of the Youghiogheny river, op- 
posite to ttobbstown, in Westmoreland county, to Cooks- 
town, in Fayette county. 

Mr. Logan submitted a resolution which was adopted 
as follows: 

Resohed^ That the committee on the judiciary sys- 
tem be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
making some provision by law for the continuation of 
liens on real estate, created by testatum executions; and 
abo what further reguUtion is necessary (if any) to 
make the property of debtors liable to the payment of 
their debts. 

Mr. Ogle submitted a resolution, which was adopted 
as follows: 

Besohedy That the committee be appointed to inquire , 
into the expediency of repealing the law passed on the 
12th day of April, 1828, concerning small notes. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday^ Deeembef 5. 
Petitions presented. Mr. Kerr, for a new county 

oat of parts of Washington, Fayette, Westmoreland 



and Allegheny; referred to the committee appointed on 
the subject. 

Butts, for an appropriation in aid of imprcmiig the 
road across Flint Hill; referred to the cofnmittce on lo. 
cal appropriations. 

. Mr. Patterson, for a new county oat of parti of IfiflKn 
county; referred to Messrs. Patterson of Mifflin, Fetii- 
kin. Black, Butts and Post; Mr. Frick, three petitiom 
for an appropriation in aid of improving ihe road from 
Rodger's ferry to Sunbury; referred to the coniinittee 
on local improvements; Mr. Good, for the passage of a 
law for the delivering of possession to purcbasen of es- 
tates from habitual drunkards; Mr. Rebrer, fVom sondir 
citizens of Schuylkill county, prayinr for the creatiaii 
of a fund for the support of a general system of cdoci- 
tion; referred to the committee on education. 

A motion was made by Mr. Snyder, that the petitioB 
presented on the 3d inst. relative to the repeal of ^ 
acts which prohibit the circulation of bank notes «f a 
less denomination than five dollars, be referred to the 
committee on banks. Which was agreed to. 

Bills Reported, Mr. Snyder, a bill No. 1, entitfed an 
act to repeal an act, entitled An act for the relief of Iht 
poor. Order for Tuesday next. Mr. Snyder, • hOI 
No. 2, entitled An act relative to the opening of rrndt 
in the county of Philadelphia. Mr. Kerr, nbni No. 3, 
entitled An act erecting parts of the counties of WasC 
ington, Fayette, Westmoreland and AUegfaen/, into a 
separate county, to be called Jackson county. Mr. Rob- 
erts, a bill No. 5, entitled An act to remedy the lata of 
certun dockets and recbrds of the court of < 
pleas of the county of Dauphin. 
Laid on the table. 

The house resumed the second reading of the ^ 

lution postponed on yesterday, relative to the appoint- 
ment of a committee to invite and escort the president 
elect to the seat of government, referred to Mfsi _ 
Evans of Fayette* Duncan, Champneys, Wilkina, Ran- 
kin, Frick and Binder. 

Saturday, Dee, 6, 

Mr. Driesbach, of Union, presented the petition ef 
sundry persons, praying for a law authorizing the kyiig 
out a state road from Middletown, in Union coun^, tn 
Liverpool, in Perry county. 

Referred to the committee on Bridges, State R5?Hi^ 
&c. 

Mr. Hassinger of Philadelphia, presented petitioM 
praying for the passage of a law Authorising the electkni 
of aldermen. 

Mr. Petrikin presented sundry petitions from inhabit- 
ants of MiiHin county praying for a division, Mid the 
erection of a new county out of part of said coontf . 

Referred to a committee. 

Mr. Duncan presented the petition of a nttnber of 
the citizens of Philadelphia, praying for a kw muthorit- 
ing the election of Aldermen. 

Mr. Cunningham of Mercer, moved that the preaideat 
and directon of the bank of Pennsylvania be requested 
to exhibit a statement of the situation (^ the ins^tioiu 
on or before the 2d Monday in January next. 

Monday, Ike. B, 

The speaker reported the following conunittee en 
that part of the governor's message which related to 
the extra session. Messrs. Boyd, Martin, Lombnertf 
Miller, (of Chester) Haines, Cooper. Alexander, Blnck^ 
StaufTer, Buttz, Miller, Frick, Driesbach, Reynolds, 
Patterson, (Washington) Farrel, Rankin, Kreps, BM* 
get, Heck, Stevens, (Mont.) Lauman, Wolfersbefge% 
Post, Laporte, Blair, Shannon, Patterson, (Allegheny) 
Banks, Siter, Gebhart, Parkhurst, Whitladi, Stephein^ 
(Adams) Petrikin, Gidbraith, Moore, and CunninghaBk 

A letter was received from Roberts Vaux, president 
of the Pennsylvania hospital, exhibiting the state oCtkn 
institution* Laid on the table. 
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AN EULOGIUM 
Of the brave men who have fallen in the contest with 
Great Britain. Delivered by Judge Bbackeihhdoi, 
on Monday, July 5, 1779, before a numerous and re- 
spectable assembly of citizens and foreigners, in the 
German Calvinist Church, Philadelphia. 



-Heroes then arose; 



Who, scorning coward self, for others liv'd, 
Toil'dfor their ease, and for their safety bled. 

Thornton, 

Itiflthe high reward of those who hare risked their 
lites in a just and necessary war,* that their names arc 
•wcet in the mouths of men, and every age shall know 
then* actions. I am happy in having it in my power, 
before a polite assembly, to express what I think of 
those who have risked their lives in the war of America. 
1 know my abilities rise not to a level with so great a 
subject, but I love the memory of the men, and it is my 
hope that the affections which I feel, will be to me in- 
stead of genius, and give me warm words to advance 
their praises. 

I conceive it as the first honour of these men that, be- 
fore they engaged in the war, they saw it to be just and 
necessai-y. They were not the proud vassals of a chief- 
tain rousing them, in barbarous times, by the blind im- 
pulse of attachment to his family, or engaging them to 
espouse his quarrel, by the music and entertainment of 
his hall. They were themselves the chieftains of their 
own cause, highly instructed in the nature of it, and 
from the best principles of patriotism, resolute in de- 
fence. They had heard the declaration of the court 
and parliament of Great Britain, claiming the authority 
of binding them in all cases whatsoever. They had ex- 
amined this claim, and found it to be, as to its founda- 
tion, groundless, as to its nature, tyrannical, and in its 
consequences, ruinous to the, peace and happiness of 
both countries. On this clear apprehension and deci- 
ded judgment of the cause, ascertained by their own 
reason, and collected from the best writers, it was the 
noble purpose of their minds, to stand forth and assert 
it, at the expense of fortune, and the hazard of their 
lives. . . 

These brave men were not soldiers by profession, 
bred to arms, and from a habit of military life attached to 
it. They were men in the easy walks of life; mechanics 
of the cit}', merchants of the counting-house, youths en- 
gaged in the literary studies, and husbandmen, peace- 
ftil cultivators of the soil. Happy in the sociabihty and 
conversation of tl»e town, the simplicity and innocence 
of the country village, or the philosophic ease of aca- 
demic leisure, and the sweets of rural life, they wished 
not a change of these scenes of pleasure, f«>r the dangers 
«nd calamities of war. It wis the pure love of virtue 
and of freedom, burning bright within their minds, that 
alone could engage them to embark in an undertaking 
of so bold and perilous a nature. 

These br-ve men were not unacquainted with the cir- 
cumstances of their situation, and their unprepared sUtc 
of war. Not a bayonet was anvilled out, not a fire arm 
was in their possession. No redoubt was cast up to 
secure the city, no fort was erected to re»it invasion. 



* Taeitus. 
Vol. II. 



no gun mounted on the battery, and no vessel launched 
ujion the stresun. ,| 

The power of Britain, on the othet hand, was well 
known, and by the lightning of her orators, in a thoii- 
sand writings and harajigues, ha4 been thrown, in tuU 
force, upon their minds. They were taught to beheve 
her, (what indeed she was) old in arts and in arms, and 
enriched with the spoils of a thousand victories. Em- 
braced with the ocean as her favourite, her commerce 
was extensive, and she sent her ships to every sea. 
Abounding in men, her armies were in full force; her 
fleets were completely manned, her disciphne was re- 
gular, and the spirit of her enterprise, by sea and land, 
had, in most cases, insured her successes. 

The idea of resistance to the power of Bntam was in- 
deed great— but the mighty soul of the patriot dnink it 
in, and, like the eagle on the mountain top, collected 
magnanimity from the prospect of the height from 
which he meant to soar. Like the steed who swallows 
the distant ground with his fierceness* he attempts the 
career, and poured himself upon the i-ace. 

The patriot quits his easy independent walk of hte, 
his shop, his farm, his office and his countmg house, 
and with every hope, and every anxious thought pre- 
pares himself for war. The materials of gunpowder are 
extiacted from the earth, the bayonet is anvilled out; 
the fire arm is manufiictured in the shop; the manual ex- 
ercise is taught; the company is formed in battalion, 
the batulion IS instructed to manosuvre on the field? the 
brigade is drawn forth, and the standard of defiance is 
planted on the soil. - .• j i.^- 

Shall I mention the circumstances of the day when 
the sword was drawn, and the first blood was shed; and 
shall I trace the progress of the war in the course of 
five campaigns? The narration would require the 
space of an entii^ day: I can mention but the sum of 
things; and only tell you, that the inroad of the foe has 
been sustained upon the p'ain; and the forwMd and 
impetuous bands have been driven over Uie disdaining 
ifround which they had measured m advance. The 
hill has been defended, and the repulsed and rallying 
foe has been taught to understond, that the valor of 
America was worthy of the cause which her freemen 
have espoused. The wilderness has been sunnounted 
in the march. It has been fought, foot to foot, and 
point to point, in skirmishes, and night surprises, and in 
pitched battles, with alternate hope and dubious suc- 
cess. The enemy, beaten in one sUte, has retired to a 
second,' and beaten in the second, he has returned to 
the first; beaten in eve^ state he has sought the ^ater, 
and like a sea monster rollmg to the dcejj, haswashcd 
his wounds in the brine of the ocean. Rising from the 
ocean he has sought the land, and advanced with a slow 
and suspicious step upon the hostile territory. War it 
again arisen, and it has been fought from spring to au- 
tumn, and from autumn to spring* through the heat or 
summer ^nd inclemencies of winter, with unabated ardor 
and unshaken perseverance?. - What tract of countiy haj 
not been marked with the vestiges of war? Wha^ 
irround has not been cut with trenches? What hill haa 
Sot been covered with redoubts? What plain has not 
been made the scene of the engagement? What soil of 

I •Book of Job. 
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our whole earth has not been sowed with ball? 

These have been the toils of the heroes of our army; 
but the brave men whom we this day celebi-ate, have 
added to then* toils the loss of life. They hiive fallen 
in the contest: These of them in the long and laborious 
inarch: These by the fever of the camp: Thtse have 
fallen, when advancing* on the enemy — they have re- 
ceived the bayonet in their breast; or high in hope, 
and anxious of victory^ they have dropt by the cannon 
or the musket ball. 

^ For what cause did these brave men sacrifice their 
fires? For that cause which, in all ages, has engaged I 
the hopes, the wishes, and endeavours of the best of 
men — the cause of liberty. Liberty! thou art indeed va- 
luable; the source of all that is good and great upon the 
earth! — For thee the patriot of America bas drawn his 
•word — ^has fought — and has &Ilen! 

What was in our power we have done with regard to 
the bodies of these men. We have paid them military 
honours — we have planted them in the native earth — 
and it is with veneration that we yet view their tombs 
upon the furzy glade, or on the distant hill. Ask me 
not the names of these. The muses shall tell you of 
them, and the bards shall woo* them to their sons. The 
verse which shall be so happy as to embrace the name 
of one of them shall be immortal. Tlie names of these 
•hall be read with those of Pelopidas, Epaminondas, and 
the worthies of the world. Posterity shall quote them 
for parallels, and for examples. When they mean to 
dress the hero with the fairest praises, they will say he 
was gallant and distinguished in his early fall, as Wai*ren; 
prudent and intrepid as Montgomery; faithful and gene- 
rous as Macpherson, he fell in the bold and resolute ad- 
vance, like Haslet and like Mercer. He saw the honour 
which his valour had acquired, and fainted in the arms 
of victory like Herkimer. Having gallantly repulsed 
the foe, he fell covered with wounds, in his old age, like 
Wooster! 

The names of these brave men shall be read, and the 
earth shall be sensible of praise wher.i theii* bodies are 
deposited. Hill of Boston/ where the god of armsg^ave 
uncommon valor to the patriot! Here the muses shall 
pbserve the night and hymn heroic acts, and trim their 
lighted lamps to the dawn of morning: The little bab- 
bung mystic brook, shall bear the melody, and stealing 
with a silver foc^ shall tell it to the ocean. Hills with- 
in the prospect of York city, where the enemy rejoic- 
ing at his early strength, adventured and fought, or 
where, refusing the engagement, he fled with precipi- 
tation to his ships! On you, the tomb of the hero is 
beheld, and fancy walking round covers it with shades. 
Grounds in the neighbourhood of this city,+ wbere the 
foreigner sJiiiU enquire the field of battle, and the citi- 
zen shall say with conscious pride, as if the honour 
were his own, Uiis is the tomb of Witherspoon; that is 
the ground where Nash fell! Plains washed by the 
Ashley and Cooper, and before the walls of Charleston! 
—Here has the hero fallen, or rather he has risen to 
eternal honour, and his birth place shall be immortal. 
His fame, like a vestal lamp is lighted up : It shall bum 
with the world for its temple—and the fwr assemblies of 
the earth shall trim it with their praise. 

Having paid that respect to the memory of these men, 
which the aimual return of this day demanded, it re- 
mains that we soothe the grief of those who have been 
deprived of a father, bereaved of a son, or who have 
loat a brother, a husband, or a lover in the contest. 

Fathers, whose heroic sons have offered up their lives 
in the contest; it is yours to recollect, tliat their lives 
w«e given them for the service of their country. Fa- 
thers! dismiss every grief; you are happy in having been 
the progenitor of him who is written wi'tli the heroes of 
bb country. 

♦ Plino. 

t Bunker's Hfll. 

^ Philadelphia. 



Sons! whose heroic fathers have early ]t^ yon, and 
in the coniBict of war, have mixed witii departed hesaNe<i 
be congratulated on the fair inheritance of lame wkndk 
you aie entitled to possess. If it is at all lawful to 
array yourselves in borrowrd honour, surely it is bejt 
drawn from those who have acted a distinguished part m 
the service^of their country. If it is at all conMstent 
with the feelings of philosophy and reason to boast of 
lineal glory, surely it is most allowable in those who 
boast of it as flowing fi*om such a source. We despise the 
uninstructed mind of that noan who shall obtrude npoB 
our ears the ideas of a vain ancestral hononri but we 
love the youth, and transfer to him the reputation of 
his fiither, who, when the rich and haughty citizen shall 
fh)wn upon him, as ignobly descended, shall say, •'I 
had a father who has fallen in the service of hb coun^ 
try." 

When after times shall speak of those who have riaea 
to renown, I will charge it to the golden-win|fed and 
silver-tongued bards, that they recollect and set m order 
evety circumstance, the causes of the war; early and just 
exertions, the toils, hazardous achievements, noble reaO' 
lution, unshaken perseverance, unabated ardor; hopes 
in the worst of times; triumphs of victoty; humaniW to 
an enemy. All these will I charge it that they reooDect 
and set in order, and give them bright and nnsulfied to 
the coming ages. 1 he bsrds I know will bear me, md 
you my gallant countrymen will go down to posterity 
with exceeding honour. Your fame shall ascend on tiie 
current of the stream of time: It shall plsy with ^o 
breezes of the morning. Men, at rest, in the cool age 
of life, from the fiiry of a thousand wars, finished by 
their fathers, shall observe the 'Kpreading ensign. They 
shall hail it as it waves with variegated glories; wA 
feelirtg all the warm rapture of the heart, shall gire their 
plaudit from the shores. 

[Nik8*B Principkt and Jkts of the RnokUim. 



BATTLE OF THE KEGS. 

JSeeoufU of the unparalleled prowess of his Brilaame M^ 
jetty* 8 troops in an attack upon a formidable bo(fy of 
Kegs, in the rivir Delaware, 

In January, 1778, whilst the British troops were in 
possession uf Philadelphia* some Americans, up the ri- 
ver Delaware, had foi'med a project of sending dowo 
by the ebb tide, a number of kegs charged with gun- 
powder, and furnished witli machinery, so constructed 
that on the least touch of any thing obstructing tbeu* 
passage, they would immedately explode with great 
force. The design was to injiu'e the shippinor, which 
lay at anchor opposite to the city in such numbers that 
the keg^ could not pass without encountering some of 
them. But the very evening, in which those machines 
were sent down, the first hard frost came on, and the 
shipping were hauled into the docks — so that the 
scheme failed. Oneof the kegs, however, happened to 
explode near the town: this gave a general alarm in the 
city — ^the wharves were filled with troops, and the 
greater part of a dav spent in firing at eveiy chip or 
stick that was seen floating on the river. For the kegs 
were sunk under water, nothing appearing on the aui^ 
face but a small buoy. 

This circumstance gave occasion to the following pub- 
lication in the New Jersey Gazette: 

Extract of a letter dated Philadelphia, January 9^ 178& 
^■This cit^ hath been lately entertained with a most 
astonishing mstance of the activity, bravery, andmifitaiy 
skill of the royal army and navy of Great Britain. The 
affair is somewhat particular, and deserves your notice. 
Some time last week a keg of nngular constntcttoa 
was observed floating in the river. Ihe crew ef a 
barge attempting to take it up, it suddenly exploded, 
killed four of the hands, and wounded the rest On 
Monday last, some kegs of a similar construction made 
their appearance. The alarm was immediately ijhrea. 
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Vftrion* reports prevftiled in the city, filling^ the royal 
troops witli unspesksble consternation. Some asserted 
that these kegi were filled with armed rebels, who 
were to issue forth in the dead of night, as the Grecians 
did of old, fiK)m the wooden horse, at the siege of l>oy, 
mad take the city by surprise; declaring' that they had 
a«en the points of their bayonets sticking out of the 
bung-holes of the kegs. Others said that they were 
filled «rith inveterate combustibles which would set the 
idelaware in flames, and consume all the shipping in the 
harbour. Whilst others conjectured that they were ma- 
chines constructed by art magic, and expected to see 
them mount the wharves, and roll, all flaming with in- 
fernal fire, through the streets of the city. I say nothing 
as to these reports and apprehensions, but certain it is, 
that the ships of war were immediately manned, and 
the wharves crowded with chosen men. Hostilities 
were commenced without much ceremony, and it was 
Mirprising to behold the incessant Bring that was poured 
upon the enemy's kegs. Both officers and men exhi- 
bited unparalleled skill and prowess on the occasion; 
whilst the citizens stood gaping as solemn witnesses of 
this dreadful scene. In truth, not a chip, stick, or drift 
log, pa^ised by, without experiencing the vigour of the 
British arms. The action began about sun-rise, and 
wo«ild have terminated in favour of the British by noon, 
bad not an old market-woman, in crossing the river with 
provisions, unfortunately let a keg of butter fall over- 
board{ "which, as it was then ebb-tide, floated down to 
the field of battle. At sight of this unexpected rein- 
Ibrcement of the enemy, the attack was renewed with 
fresh force, and the firing from the marine and land 
troops was beyond imagination, and so continued until 
night closed the conflict. The rebel kegs were either 
totally demolished, or obliged to fly, as none of them 
have shown their heads since. It is said that his Excel- 
lency Lord Howe has despatched a swifl-sailing packet, 
with an account of this signal victory, to the court of 
London. In short, Monday the -* of Januarv, ITTS, 
will be memorable in history for the renowned battle of 
the kegs." [jimmean Museum^ 17S7, 

THE BATTLE OF THE KEGS, 

Bi/ FraneU Hupkinson^ Esq. 

<3allants attend and hear a friend. 

Trill forth harmonious ditty. 
Strange things I'll tell which late befel 

In Philadelphia city. 

*Tw9B early day, as poets sapr. 

Just when the sun wasrismg, 
A soldier stood on a log of wood. 

And saw a thing surprising. 

As in amaze he stood to ^e. 

The truth can't be domed, mr. 
He spied a score of kegs or more 

Come floating down the tide, nr. 

A Milor too in jerkin blue, 
This strange appearance viewing. 

First d d his eyes, in great surprise. 

Then said some'mischiers brewing. 

** These kegs, I'm told, the rebels bold, 

Pack'd up like pickl'd herring; 
And they're come down t' attack the town 

In this new way of ferry 'ng." 

The soldier flew, the sailor too, 

And soar'd almost to death, sir. 
Wore out their shoes, to spread the news. 

And ran till out of breath, sir. 

Kov up and down throughout the town. 
Most firantic scenes were aetedi 



And some ran here, and others there. 
Like men almost distracted. 

Some fire cry'd, which some denied. 

But said the earth had quaked; 
And girls and boys, with hideous noise. 

Ran thro' the streets half naked. 

Sir William* he, snug as a flea. 

Lay all this time a snoring, 
Nor dream'd of harm as he lay warm. 

In bed with Mrs. L*r*ng. 

Now in a fright, he starts upright, 

Awak'd by such a clatter; 
He rubs both eyes, and boldly cries. 

For God's sake, what's the matter^ 

At his bed-side, he then espy'd. 

Sir Erskine^f at command, sir. 
Upon one foot, he had one boot. 

And th' other in bis hand, sir. 

"Arise, arise, — sir Erskine cries. 

The rebels — more's the pity, 
Without a boat are all afloat. 

And rang*d before the ci^. 

•* The motley crew, in vessels nev. 
With Satan for their guide, sir, 

Pack'd up i^ bags, or wooden kegs, 
Come driving down the tide, sir. 

** Therefore prepare fbr bloody war. 

These keg^ must all be routed. 
Or surely we despis'd shall be. 

And British courage doubted.^ 

The royal band, now ready stand. 

All rang'din dread arra^, sir, 
With stomach stout to see it out. 

And make a bloody day, sir. 

The cannons roar from shore to shore. 
The small arms loud did rattle. 

Since wars began I'm sure no man 
E'er saw so strange a battle. 

The rebel dales, the rebel vales 

With rebel trees surrounded; 
The distant wood, the hills and floods. 

With rebel echoes sounded. 

The fish below swam to and fro, 

Attack'd fhnn ev'ir quarter; 
Why sure, thought they, the devifs to pay, 

'Mongst folks above the water. 

The kegs, 'ds said, tho' strongly made. 

Of rebel staves and hoops, nr. 
Could not oppose, their powerfiil fbes, 

The conqr'ing British troops, sir. 

From mom to night these men of might 

Displajr'd amazing coursge— 
And when the sun was fau4y down, 

Uetir'd to sup their porrage. 

A hundred men with each a pen. 

Or more upon mv word, sir. 
It is most true would be too few. 

Their valour to record, sir. 

Such feats <fid they perform that day. 
Against these wicked kegs, sb. 

That years to come, if they get home. 
They'll make their boaiU and brags, sir. 



• Sir Wm. Howe. 



fSirWai. ErAine. 
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FEMALE PATRIOTISM. 

From iht Bichmond Enquirer. 

The M. S. of the following intercRting letter was po- 
Ktely forwarded to us by a gentleman of Baltimore, and 
was found among some old papers of a distinguished la- 
dy of Philadelphia.— It is a copy of a letter from a lady 
of Philadelphia to a British officer at Boston, written 
immediately after the battle of Lexington, and previous 
to the declaration of independence — it fully exhibits 
the feelings of those times. — A finer spirit never anima- 
ted the breasts of the Roman matrons, than the following 
letter breathes: 

Sir — We received a letter from you— wherein you 
let Mr. S. know that you had written after the battle of 
Lexington, particularly to me— knowing my martial spi- 
rit—that I would delight to read the exploits of heroes. 
Surely, my friend, you must mean the New Enghind he- 
roes^as they alone performed exploits worthy of fame — 
while the regulars, vastly" superior in numbers, were 
obliged to retreat with a rapidity unequalled, except by 
the French at the battle of Minden. Indeed, general 
Gage gives them their 'due praise in his letter home, 
where he says lord Percy was remarkable for his acti- 
vity. You will not, I hope, take offence at any expres- 
uon that, in the warmth of my heart, should escape me, 
when I assure you, that though we consider you as a 
public enemy, we regard you as a private friend; and 
while we detest the cause you are fighting for, we wish 
well to your own personal interest and safety. Thus far 
by way of apology. As to the martial spirit you sup- 
pose me to possess, you are greatly mistaken. I trem- 
ble at the thoughts of war; but of all wars, a civil one: 
our all is at stake; and we are called upon by every tie 
that is dear and sacred to exert the spirit that Heaven 
has given to us in this righteous struggle for liberty. 

I will tell you what I&ve done. My only brother I 
hare sent to the camp with my prayers and blessings; 1 
hope he will not disgrace me; 1 am confident he will 
behave with honour, and emulate the great exaroplev 
he has before him; and had I twenty sons and brothers 
they should gfo. I have retrenched every superfluous 
expense in my table and family; tea I have not drank 
since last Christmas, nor bought a new cap or gown 
since your defeat at Lexington, and what I never did 
before^ have learnt to knit, and am now making stock- 
ings of American wool for my servants, and this way do 
1 throw in my mite to the public good. I know this, 
that as free I can die but once, but as a slave I shall not 
be worthx of life. I have the pleasure to assure you 
that these are the sentiments of all my sister Americans. 
They have sacrificed both assemblies, parties of plea- 
sure, tea drinking and finery to that great spirit of pa- 
triotism, that actuates all deg^es of people throughout 
this extensive continent If these are tlie sentiments of 
females, what must glow in the breasts of our husbands, 
brothers ipd sons? They are as with one heart deter- 
mined -to die or be fi<ee. It is not a quibble in politics, 
a science which few uKiderstand, which we are contend- 
ing for; it is this plain truth, which the most ignorant 
peasant knowp, and is clear to the weakest capacity, 
that no man has a right to take their money without 
their consent. The supposition is ridiculous and ab- 
surd, as none but higfhwaymen and robbers attempt it. 
Can you, my friend, reconcile it with your own good 
sense, that a body of men in Great Britain, who have 
little intercourse with America, and of course know 
nothing of us, nor are supposed to see or feel the misery 
they would inflict upon us, shall invest tliemselves with 
a power to command our lives and properties, at all 
times and in all cases whatsoever? You say you are no 
politician. Oh, sir, it requires no Machiavelean head 
to develope this, and to discover this t3rranny and op- 
pression. It is written with a sunbeam. Every one 
will see and know it because it will make them feel, and 
we shall be unworthy of the blessings of Heaven, if we 
ertr sobmit to it. 



All ranks of men amongst us are in amis. Nothmg' 
is heard now in our streets but the trumpet and drumi 
and the universal cry is ''Americans to arms." AU your 
friends are officers : there are captain 8. D. lieot. B. and 
captain J. S. We have, five regiments in the city and 
county of Philadelphia, complete in arms and unifomv 
and very expert at their military manoeuvres. We ba»e 
companies of light horse, light infantry, grenadiers, lifie* 
men, and Indians, several companies of artillery, and 
some excellent brass cannon and field pieces. Add t» 
this, that every county in Pennsylvania, and the Dela^ 
ware government, can send two thousand men to the 
field. Heaven seems to smile on U0, for in tke nscmoty 
of man never were known such quantities of flaac, and 
sheep without number. We are making powder frit, 
and do not want for ammunition. In short, we want fat 
nothing but ships of war to defehd us, which we could 
procure by making alliances: but such is our attachment 
to Great Britain, that we ancerely wish for recondfia- 
tion, and cannot bear the thoughts of throwing off «& 
dependence on her, which such a step would assurei^ 
lead to. The God of mercy will, I hope, open the 
eyes of our king that he may see, while in seeking our 
destruction, he will gq.pear to complete bit own. It i» 
my ardent prayer that tlie eflusion of blood may be 
stopped. We hope yet to see you in this city, a fnead 
to the liberties of America, which will give infinite ae^ 
tisfacUon to, 

Your sincere friend, C. 8. 

To Captain S, in Bo$ton, [miet's JeU of Ikm, 



DRY GOODS. 

Prior to *93, and afterwards, that immitable, native 
artist and carver in wood, William Rush, of this city, 
now living, had been delighting and astomshing the m^ 
tives, both here and in the English seaports, after tfie 

Scace, by his admirable copies from nature, of ship figure 
eads. In particular, those of the North American In- 
dian Chief, m the limited varieties of the nose jew^ 
roocasin and blanket costume. Placing him also, in ex- 
act position, either, as drawing his arrow to the head, 
at the supposed bounding deer; flourishing bis toma- 
hawk, with fiiUl aim, for the distant death blow; or else, 
in attitude of solemn thought, with bis anna folded 
within his blanket drawn closely around him, and show- 
ing exactly the contour of his brawny person and limbt. 
The fi-ontlet of distinction fiutened upon his forehead, 
and pinioned behind with the eagle's plume. The bead 
closely shaved, leaving only the single tuft of black hair, 
to aid in the scalping. The eye brows drawn closely 
together, under the compress of thought, emanating, 
as it were, possibly, from the "great spiriti" softeniDf^ 
down within his eye of flame, the native savage fire of 
revenge, cherished by him as a virtue, into gentle pity 
for the devoted object before him; his faithful dog, inva- 
riably in company, crouching at his heels. Each figure 
head was so admirably brought out, from its original 
block of wood, and coloured to the life, by the painter, 
under directions from the sculptor, that the beholder 
would be almost i*eady to imagine he heard the distant 
savage yell. He also carved a figure head, as large as 
life, for the ship Washington, of this port, exhibiting a 
capital likeness of the Pre^dent, in full uniform as com- 
mander-in-chief, pointing with his finger at some distant 
object, and holding a perspective gUss grasped in hb 
left hand. It was reported here, at the time« that on 
the arrival of this figure head, in the port of London, 
it caused no small sensation there, by the perfectioB ma- 
nifest in aU its parts and proportion, as a statue Hkenem 
in wood. When here, the ship always attracted crowds 
of 'spectators to the place, after she had hauled in at 
Clifford's wharf, near the Old Maid's Dock." 

About this time, on the arrival of the spring and fidl 
ships fit>m England, the pavements, all along Front 
street, from Walnut to Arch street, used to be lumber< 
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ed and strewed before the doors of the Tmtjortin^ Dry 
Goods Merchants, with boxes and bales of Eng-lish cner- 
dMndize, landed from the ships Pigou. the Adiiana, the 
Washington, and the Granj^c, from London and Liver- 
pool. The boxes and bales, every one of them, bearing 
the initials of each importer's name, marked upon them. 
The clerks employed by the merchants — their apprenti- 
ces and subordinates, all busy as bees in their several 
▼ocations; some with sharp knives, and claw hammei*s, 
ripping and breaking open the bales and boxes, and 
others within door exhibiting the goods as salesmen, 
with the emblematical feather, stuck behind the ear, — 
altof^etber forming- a pleasant, bustling rivalship, a^nong 
the importers, and competition, in making' soIes} but no 
monopoly. *' 

The City Retailers, principally Females, were to be 
seen, hovering about, as butterflies near the rivulet^ — 
mingling^ among* tlie men, and viewing with admiration, 
the rich displays of British chintzes, muslins . and cali- 
coea of the latest London fashions — all business trans- 
actions, were computed in pounds, shillingfs, pence, and 
farthings, as in Old England, upon the principles taught 
by Dilworth's arithmetic, re-printed here, for the use 
of schools, by Joseph Crookshank, in 1791. Dollars 
and cents wero only as yet, to be found in the reports 
of Secretary Hamilton. Among many "sigfns of the 
timcs^" remembered, but now no more, there were, in 
Front street; Stuart & Ban*, Thomas Orr, Robert Smith, 
Emanuel Walker, Pattison Hartshome, John Field, 
Clow & Co. Knox & Henderson, Hugh Cochran, Rich- 
ard Vans, Drinker and Thomas, and Jacob Baker { James 
I. Mazurie for French goods, and Holmes and Rainey 
for Irish linens. In Cheanut street, James Calbraitb, 
James Hawthorn, John Shields, John Oldden and John 
8mkh; at the comer of Lodge Alley, in South Second 
street, James Smith, Jr. and in North Second street, 
Thomas Barton and J. W, Gibbs. In Market street, 
William Wister, William Chancellor, and George Bick- 
ham. In the city,*the shopkeepers- were in number, no 
more, than as one to one hundred, at the present day. 
The first fancy retail Hardware Store, with bulk win- 
dows, remembered, was the one, opened by James 
Stokes, in what had been the Old CoflTee House, at the 
south west comer of Market and Front streets. The 
buck handled <*Barlow," penknives, the g'ilt and plated 
buttons, and the scissors, curiously arranged, on circular 
cards, (a new idea,) and the bulk windows, lighted up, 
at night, (a new thing) was a source of great gratifica- 
tion to the boys, and the country market people, loung- 
ingf about wiUi arms folded, on Tuesday and Friday 
evenings. 

One evening, among a g^up of gazers from about 
Coaestoga, one of them exclaimed to the others in Penn- 
sylvania German, <*Cookamole, bar. Cook do!" "mein- 
ersale!"— The first brilliant fancy retail dry goods shop, 
with bulk windows, a^ remembered, was opened by a 
Mr. Whitendes, fixim London, as 'twas said, in the true 
**Bond street style," at No. 134 Market street, in the 
bouse now occupied by Mr. Thomas Natt. The then 
uncommon sized lights in the two bulks, and the fine 
mull mull and jaconet muslins, the chintzes, and linens 
suspended in whole pieces, from the top to the bottom, 
and entwined together in puffs and festoons, (totally 
new,) andtheshop-nmn, behind the counter, powdered, 
bpwingf and smiling, caused it to be **aU the stare" for a 
time. There being too much of the "pouncet box," in 
the display however, and the "vile Jersey half pence, 
with a horse head tiiereon" being wrapped up, when 
given in change in whitey brown paper, with a counter 
DOW to the ladies, seeming rather too civil by half for 
the (as yet) primitive notions of our city folks-— it gra- 
dually settled down into plain shop, like other people. 
The buyers of baigains at this time, were divided in their 
preferences between the two fiimous cheap shops, then 
m full competition-rone by Mr. Jolm G — st, at No. 30, 
South Second street, and the other by Mrs. Hannah 
Holland, at No. 2, North Front street, on the east aide. 



Mrs. Holland, in her person, was of vast breadth and 
bulk, and seeming too unwieldy for her vocation as the 
'•principal salesman," but she had tl»e name of excelling 
in it by her patient demotion to the varied wants and ■ 
whims of her customers, and her unceasing fascinating 
smiles towards purchasers of the smallest amount. Both 
of these cheap shops used to be crowded from morning 
till night: so much so, that Mr-j. Holland never opened 
Jier door until nine o'clock in the morning. 

Mr. John G — st, with a slight halt in lite gait, and a 
pleasant smiling countenance, was to be seen of morn- 
ings, here and there, among the stores, or at Connelly 
or Footman's auctions, picking up bargains for the shop. 
The sales within door, conducted by two sisters, hand- 
some young ladies, "gay quakers," and designated fii- 
miliarly as the "Miss G — sts?" also by two plainly dress- 
ed young gentlemen, who have since been, both of them, 
eminent merchants in the city; but who at, that time an- 
swered each others call, as Charles and Robert— all of 
them very popular among the purchasers, for their se- 
renity, their afiability and pleasantness of manner while 
making sales. 

Among the country "store keepers" of the time, and 
the traders from the "Backwoods" of Maryland, Penn- 
sylvania, and the region round about, James Sterling, of 
New Jersey, was pre-eminent, and most renowned for 
the extent of his purchases from the importing mer- 
chants, and the rapidity with which he made them, every 
spring and fall. His store in Burlington, had the name 
of having tvcry thing to sell, and where any thing and 
*every thing \i as to be purchased, from the Jersey plough^ 
down to the triangular goose yoke. As remembered, 
James Sterling was of middle height and size, square 
built, strong and active in his movements, plain in his 
dress, and not of many words; a round full ntce and san. 
gdine complexion — at first sip^ht, his large grey eyes 
looking at you from beneath his bushy eye brows, indi- 
cated a severity of manner — but no, they only seemed 
to say he was a man of business, and not to be trifled 
with. His active zeal for 'the church," bis "labour of 
love" in lodging, comfortably, the wajrfiunng itinerant 
preacher, and washing the * •saint's feet" whenever ne- 
cessary, was "sounded out" every where, within the 
Methodist connexion at that time. 

The only public water conveyance between this city 
and Burlington, was by way of "Meyers' Boats," from 
Arch street wharf. These boats, on Sunday mornings 
in summer time, used to be crowded with all sorts of 
people huddled together upon their little decks. From 
the wharves, and to the spectators who had seen them 
off under full sail, they seemed at times, to be almost 
ready to capsize, on being taken by the first light stag- 
gering breeze, from the westward; while approaching 
the Old Glass House, then in ruins, near Kensington, 
(now Uyott's,) or bearing away from Point No Point, 
towards the Jersey shore. Compared with the present 
mode of conveyance, on the same route, by the power- 
ful steam boat, ploughing the Delaware, at the rate of 
ten miles the hour, against wind and tide, with furrows 
of white foam, on each side, and the undulating wave 
behind; the splendid dining cabin, decorated if ith em- 
blematic paintings by the first artists; the spacious deck^ 
covered with passengers; exhibiting, from a side view, 
to the admiring spectator, standing on the shore, a line 
of ladies, seated and decorated about the head, as taste 
and fancy might, suggest — from the white satin, pliun 
bonnet, to the whimsical Leghorn, or dashing Navuri- 
no; altogether, producing an effect to the eye similar to 
a row of^varieg^ted tulips, at the hoisted parlour win«> 
dow; elegantly defended from the heat, by the wide 
stretched awning over head ; 



-<<with seats beneath the shade 



"For talking sge, and whispering lovers made." 

Thus compared, the amiable little sloop, or passage- 
boat, of that day, would sink, into comparative insigni- 
ficance; snd yet the scramble to get on board, for a 



Digitized by 



Google 



876 



CANAL LOAN BILU 



good stand or a chance seat— (takinjf good care to dodge 
the boom) was greater at the time, than now adays at 
the steam boat whaif, for a modetm, "Sundays excur- 
sion." With the wind ahead, backing and filling, near 
Dunck's ferry* the steamer would pass it by, as would 
the fast trot tinjj horse, the restive loaded mule. If no- 
ticed at all through the "Eye Glass," of some * 'exqui- 
site?" it would most probably be with the opened eye of 
wonder, where, in the name of every thing fashionable, 
without it was to Camp meeting, could such a queer 
looking boat load of people, be possibly going to in the 
humble way, eveiy one, t^entle and simple, used to go 
by Meyej*'s boat-fi^om Pbiladelphiay to Bondenton, and 
Uurliugton,— indays LANG SYNE. 

STATE HOUSE STEEPLE. 

Mr. Poulsot,— 

As the erection of the new steeple on the state house 
has caused much enquiry about t\ieoldp I have overhaul* 
cd the numerous papers in my possession respecting the 
«rectionof public buildings of old times, and find: — 

That the contract with the carpenters, for building 
the state house, was in March, 1732. 

That the work was measured by Samuel Powell, Sa- 
muel Rhoades, Joseph Fox, and John Nicholas, in seve- 
ral parts, for the then province, and the county of Phi- 
ladelphia, in 1740, 1741. 

That the steeple was raised Nov. 4, 1741, and the 
bell put therein April 17, 1753. 

And thai the steeple was taken down, July 16th, 
1781. 

I send you a copy of the carpenter's bill of expense, 
at raising the steeple, and also, at raising the bell, with 
also th6 Rigger's bill, for taking down. 

If you think the subject worth noting in your paper, 
you are at perfect liberty to use the whole, or any part, 
as you please. 

Am your old fiiend, 

J. K. Northern Liberties. 

Nov. 4th, 1741. 
7^ Prtmnoe of Fenruybaniot 

To EnMmrs ^oolxt. Dr. 

For expenses in nusing the tower of the Stadt House, 
r\z: — 

95 loaves of bread, £0 19 9i 

61| lb. bacon, at 7d. ....1 14 1| 

148§lb. beef, at34rf.....2 S 1 

Potatoes and greens 7 11 

800 limes... at 4f 1 13 

IJ barrel of beer atl8«....l 7 

441b. mutton atSJdl 8 12 8 

37jlb. veal atSirf. .....0 11 

301b. venison at 2rf. 5 

Turnips. 1 6 

Pepper and mustard, 1 5 

2 Jugs and Candles, Pipes and Tobacco 6 

Butter, 98. Sd. Turkey, 4«. 4pair fowls, 9$ 1 2 8 

J of a hundred of flour 3 6 

Two former hooking^ at getting on two floors, 

and now for raising the tower, fire wood, &c. 3 

£14 12 8i 



Philasblpbia, A»bi£ 17, \753. 
The Province, 

To EsKuiTB WootBT, Dr. 

For sundm advance for rai^g the Bell Frame and 
putting up tJie Bell. 
A peck potatoes, 2t. 9d.; 14 lb. Beef, at 44— 

4«. 8d/ 4 gammons, 38 lb. at 6d.— 19#. £16 5 
Hustard, Pepper, Salt, Butter, - - 2 

A Cheese, 13 lb. at 6d— 6«. 6A/ Beef, 30 lb. 

at 4<f.— lOt./ a peck potatoes, 2». 7d. 19 1 




300 Limes, 14i. 3 gallons Ranit of John Jones, 
14». 

36 Loaves of Bread, of Lacey, ye liaker. 

Cooking and Wood, Sa. Earthenware and Can* 
dies, of Duchee, 38. 4d. 

A barrell of beer, of Anthony Morrist 

Errors excepted, Ed. Wooley, 



Mr. Thmaa Neveil, for the SUde I&uee^ 
1781, ^ " o Jobs Cobubji, Dr. 
July 16— To sundry hands ^ttiug down the 
Old Steeple, and getting up the 
new one, getting up the BeU, & 
fixing of it, - . • - £12 00 00 
To the two falls and blocks and 
Crab getting the Old Steeple 
.down and the new up, and the 
Bell, 8 00 00 



20 00 00 



Note.— This is the Rigger's bill against NeveU, the 
Carpenter. lb. 



CANAL LOAN BILL- 

The following bill passed the House of Representi- 
tives on Tuesday. 
^n aei authorieing a ban ftfr the eontinuetnee ofUke Pemm 

eyhania Cantd and Bml Bead and for oiker purpoaea. 
SiGT, 1. That the Governor be and he » hereby 
authorised to borrow on the credit of the commonwealth* 
a sum or sums of money in the -Whole not excee<&i|f 
eight hundred thousand dollars, and the sum or sums so 
borrowed shall be paid to and vested in the commissiQii* 
ers of the internal improvement fund, to be appUed br 
them in the manner and for such purposes as are orshsR 
be directed by law, and in oase offer^shall not be mada 
within the time specified by the Governor for loantng 
sums of one thousand dollars or more, bat less in the 
aggregate than the whole amount authorised to be bor- 
rowed, at an interest not exceeding five per centum 
per annum, then the Governor, if he deems the wbols 
sum necessary, may receive propossli for loaning the 
whole sum proposed at one time at an interest not ^* 
ceedingfive per centum per annum: Fromded, ThaX 
no engagement or contract shall be entered into, whidi 
shall preclude the commonweSlth from rehnbursmg maj 
sum or sums thus borrowed at any time after the expim- 
tion of twenty five years from the first day of iuouaj 
next. 

Skct. 2. That the Governor be and he is btreby 
authorised, to cause to be ocmstituted, certificates of 
stock, signed by the Auditor General and coontenigned 
by the State Treasurer, setting forth that fbey pettUB 
to the canal loan for the sums so borrowed by Tirtue «f 
this act, or for any part thereof bearing an interest aot 
exceeding five per centum per annum and reunbvnsUs 
as aforesaid, which stock thus created shall be trsnrfsr 
able on the books of the Auditor General or at the baak 
of Pennsylvania, by the owner or owners of the spmc^ 
his, her or their attorney, and new certificates of tbem 
shall be issued bv the Auditor General and State Ttcft« 
surer to the new holders. And it is hereby fiurtber de-> 
claredt that it diall be deemed to be a good czecotm 
of the sud power to boiTow, for the Governor of tins 
commonwealth to cause the said certificates of stock or 
any part thereof for an^ amount not leas than one tbo** 
sand dollars, as may be iudg^d best adapted for the pur- 
pose, to be sold, and the nnth of the commonwealth is 
hereby pledged to establish a sufficient veremie for mm- 
king up any deficiency that may hereafter take place vk 
the funds appropriated for paying said interest aiid re- 
imbursing sud principal. 

Sbot. 3. That the 8tat« Treasurer be and be is 
hereby authorised and directed to pay to tbec 
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tn of the internal improveinent fbnd any siim of money 
ll*oin the treasury not otherwise appropriatedf which in 
the opinion of said commissioners can be done without 
embarrassing the ordinary operations tliert- of, in antici- 
pation of the loan provided for in ^his act, to be applied 
•9 is directed by the several acts authorising the surveys 
of routes and the construction of canals and rail roads, 
und the expenses mcident thereto, and as soon as the 
loan authorised by the first section of this act shall 
have been made, and the moneys arisiogr therefrom shall 
have been receired to a sufficient amount, the amoimt 
of money so taken from the , treaftuiy shall be repaid 
thereto by the commissioners of said fund. 

SicT. 4. That if any further funds be remiired for 
Ae purpose of the Penn^lvania canal and rail road, in 
addition to the amount provided for in the foregoing 
section, previous to the negotiation and receipt of the 
permanent loan provided for by this act, then and in 
•uch case the Governor be and he is hereby authionsed 
to negotiate a temporary loan not to exceed eight hun- 
dred thousand dollars at an interest not exceeding five 
per centum per annum for the amount so reauired, with 
smy bank, corporation, or individual, or individuals, as 
in bis opinion may be most advantageous, the monies so 
borrowed to be applied to the purposes set forth in the 
third section of this act, and to be repaid to the lender 
or lenders o«t of the permanent loan authorised by the. 
first section of this act within six months after the pas- 
sage of this act 

The above bill has passed three readings in the Sen- 
ate, and only wants the signature of the Governor to 
become a law.— fibrr. Chrmick* It is now a law. 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON SMALL NOTES. 

Thursday, Dec, 18. 

Jn Senate. — ^Mr. Kerlin, from the committee on banks, 
which was directed by a resoKition of the 10th inst to 
enquire into the Expediency of repealing the law passed 
on the 11th day of April, 1828, entitled an act concern- 
ing small notes for the paymeitt of money, and to which 
has also been referred divers memorials upon that sub- 
ject, reported: 

That the system of policy pursued by the legislature 
for a number of years, in their endeavours to restrain 
the circulation, within this state, of notes of a less de- 
nomination than five dollars, is in the opinion of your 
committee, founded in the soundest principles of politi> 
cal economy, and if persisted in, cannot fiiil of produ 
cingthc most beneficial results to the community. Of 
this system, your committee are of opinion, that the act 
of the last session forms a most important feature. Pre- 
▼ioiis to the passage of this act the efforts of the legis- 
lature had been alone directed to control corporations 
of their own creation in their issues of this paper, but 
the act strikes at the evil in a different shape, by ren- 
dering penal the use of this species of circulating me- 
dium, wherever and by whomsoever issued. Your com- 
mittee are not aware of any change of circumstances 
affecting the interests of the commun^y, calculated to 
induce an alteration of the deliberately expressed opi- 
nion of the legislature at their last session; on the con- 
trary, this appears to he the appropriate time; business 
of all kinds continues in a flourishing condition, produc- 
tive labour and capital, the great sources of wealth and 
prosperity, are fully emploved. No moment, therefore, 
could be more propitious than the present ibr the am- 
ple restoration of a currency of intrinsic value to the 
small channels of circulation. 

The argument (and it is the only plaunble one ad- 
▼anced by any of the memorialists) that small notes 
are of convenience in facilitating the transmission by 
mul of small sums of money, however correct in itself, 
is trivial in comparison to the evils arising fh>m the cir- 
culation throughout the community, of an unsound me- 
dium of exchainge. 



To'repeal this act at the present moment, before it 
shall have gone into operation, the avo« ed desideratum 
of the movers of this enquiiy, would^ in the opinion of 
your comm.ttee, evince a weAness and vascillation, off 
the part of the legislature, not less derogatory to their 
high character than detrimental to the best interests of 
the community. 

In their enactment of tliis law, the legislature were 
not unmindful that the substitution of a wholesome for 
a spurious currency, lik*^ all other radical changes m 
human institutions, must inevitably be accompanied with 
partial inconven'.ences; hence the operation of the law 
was postponed, and ample time aflTored to prepare for 
this event. It is within the knowledge of your com- 
mittee, that in many parts of the commonwealth, advan- 
tage has been taken of this cautionary provision, to pre- 
pare for the operation of tl>e law at the appointed time, 
and it is believed, that by far the more considerable por- 
tion of the state is thus prepared. If some sections 
thereof resting upon the faith of successful importuni- 
ties for a repeal of the law, or on their own detenmns#> 
tion to disregard its wholesome previsions, have been 
supinely neglectful of the salutary and paternal voice of 
the legislature, the fault is not chargeable to the law it- 
self, but those who are boynd to obey it, and furnish^ 
no argument against the wholesomeness of its provi- 
mons, or reason for a repeal thereof. If indeed the po* 
sition assumed by some memorialists, that the inhibition 
of these small notes will deprive them altogether of « 
circulating medium, was correct, in that case the law 
certainly would be to them a grievance. But to this po- 
sition, your committee cunnot for one moment assent; 
the fV^rs of the memorialists on this head are entirely 
groundless. The scarcity of metallic currency among 
them has been occasioned by the introduction of these 
notes — they have either taken the place of the coin 
which was at one time employed in circulating the an- 
nual produce of the land and labour of that portion of 
country, or having been originally introduced there, 
have since been used to the entire exclusion of a metal- 
lic currency. Let them but drive small notes out of cir- 
culation, and specie and notes of a larger denomination^ 
of each in proportion to the wants and convenience of 
the community, will inevitably take place'. The local 
situation of some portions of the state, will not form an 
exception to this theor}'. If the paper in the small 
channels of circulation cannot be exchanged for specie 
on demand, it is most certainly not the value it purports 
to be, and these industrious citizens of the state are ex- 
cl^angitig the produce of their land and labour for a fic- 
titious, instead of real value. It is admitted by the me- 
morialists, that if the law was general, embracing the 
neighbouring states of New York, Ohio, &c. specie 
would be forced into ciiculation. To this suggestion, 
your committee would remark, that in order that such a 
law should become general, a commencement must be 
made somewhere. Maryland has made this commence- 
ment. Pennsylvania came next into the measure, and 
it is confidently believed, that the states bordering on 
her will follow the example of her sister states nfi the 
adoption of a similar policy — if not immediately, most 
certainly at no remote penod — when its bencfficial and 
salutary effects shall have been developed by actual ex- 
perience. Your committee therefore, most earnestly 
and unanimously recommend the following resolution: 

Resolved, That it is inexpedient to repeal the law of 
the last session, entitled an act concerning snwll notes 
for the payment of money* 

Laid on the table. 

RspoBT or THx CoMxrrTXx oir Bajtks 

behtive to the ad eoneeming SmaS Mdea fir ike pay- 
mmtofMimtu, Mr, Sjiybbs, Chairman. Bead tn 
the Houuef MepreeeniativeM^ Ikeember 18, 1828. 

The committee on banks, to whom were referred 
stmdry petitions and temotistrances, relative to the rc- 
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peal of the act to restrain the circulation of vaaXl notes, 
made report: 

Tliut they hare g^iren the subject every consideration 
its iniportanca \yould se^i to require, and with great 
deference to the opinions of those who have memorial, 
ised the legislature, the committee consider it tJieir du- 
ty, and therefore, submit such of their views as liave in- 
«tciced tliem to come to the conclusion drawn in this 
l-eport^ There is no subject can so much claim tlje at- 
tention of an enlightened legislature, as the retaliation 
of the common currency of the State; it is a matter in 
"which every citizen of the Commonwealth is immediate^ 
ly interested, and deservedly, has had the attention of 
jome of our most eminent economists. It would ap- 
pear from all the acts passed to regulate the currency of 
titis state, tliat the settled policy of Pennsylvania was to 
prohibit the circulation of small notes, inasmuch, as 
limnk8incorpoi*ated by her acts are prohibited from issu- 
ing notes of a less denomination than five dollars, and 
your committee cannot but view with deep concern any 
attempt made to change that policy, adhered to for the 
last twenty years, with the exception of a short time 
during the war, when circumstances rendered it neces- 
sary to suspend specie payments, the effects of which, 
though at the time unavoidable, is felt even to this day; 
for the last two years exertions have been made, and 
acts passed to perfect that policy, and it was confidently 
expected that the act of the last legislature, would have 
been regarded and suffered to go into operation so as to 
fully test its effects by experience, befqre any portion 
of our fellow citizens should have thought proper to pe- 
ftition for its repeal. By the terms of tJ)e act, the circu- 
lation of small notes is not prohibited untilaf^er the first 
4>f January, 1829; more than eight months was thus al- 
lowed to prepare the public for the change. As yet no 
evils can have been suffered by the petitioners, and until 
some specific injury or inconvenience is pointed out, 
ywiu* committee ti*ust, that the House will persevere in a 
system, which, not only had the assent of a larjj;^ portion 
of tlie last legislature, but was received witli joy by the 
community in general. Your committee beg leave fur- 
ther to remark, th^l since the passage of the act of the 
last session, as they are informed, preparations have 
been made in various sections of the state, and especially 
those parts most vexed by the circulation of foreign 
•roall notes, to cariy into effect the provisions of that 
act. Those notes are becoming* discredited in public 
opinion; to repeal the law now, therefore, would not 
only give the appearance of unsteadiness in legislation, 
(in itself a great evil) but would most assuredly produce 
an unusual flood of this worthless paper, to the g^eat in- 
jury of the public, and pai'ticiilarly the working classes, 
for they are the principal sufferers as will appear from 
facts noticed in this report. 

Your committee would further remark, that m their 
opinion the time for carrying this law into effect has 
been happtly chosen. The nation is at peace with all 
the world, and in a state of great prosperity, any tem- 
porary inconvenience tlierefore, whxh might be felt by 
a change in the important subject of circulation, will be 
quickly remedied, while if this important reformation is 
put off until a season of financial and commercial em- 
barrassment, judging from experience, it is much to be 
feared that the evil of a corrupt circulation will be be- 
yond the reach of legislative control. They would re- 
spcctfuSly refer to the period of time shorti}' after the 
last war, when the circulating medium was in a very cor- 
rupt state, and to the fryitless legislative effoi-ts which 
were made to correct it, as a proof of what they have 
advanced. 

The increase of the crime offorgfery of banknotes, 
calls loudly for the interposition of the h gislature, to 
protectthe poorer classes of people (who mostly receive 
those small notes) from imp<»8ition. Those who deal in the 
larger denomination of bank notes, soon learn to judge 
between the forged and the i^enuine. Not so with tlie 
poor ronn who must ioffer without redress, because ht 



does not possess knowledge sufficient to decide upon 
the character of the note offered to him. Nor can be 
test the value of it, by offering it for payment to a hank 
beyond his reach and out of the state. 

Your committee forbear to enter more at large upon 
the general policy of the law, as it would only be going 
over the ground upon which the act complained of was 
passed. The general reasons for which will be found 
ably stated in a report on the subject made by the com- 
mittee on banks of the last session. After the fullest con- 
sideration your coh) mitt ee can see no reason to vary from 
the views and statements made by their predeces8or% 
and therefore proceed to notice the petitions referred to 
tliem. 

Your committee have looked into the situation of the 
people of Krie county, and others who have petitioned 
for a repeal of the law, with a view of discovering if 
there are any circumstances (o render a law, so highly 
useful to the rest of the community, injurious to the pe> 
titioners— but they have been unable to see any Uui^ 
materially to vary the apphcation of the law to that re- 
spectable portion of our fellow citizens. Your comont- 
tee conceive that the greatest error into which th^ 
have fallen is that a paper currency such as they have is 
healthy, and sound. To those who understand the sub- 
ject, such an opinion can have no weight; it is the first 
time that it has ever been represented to any legislature 
of this state, that a mere promise to pay was equal to 
actual payment. 

The petitioners represent that their local situaUon is 
such that tlie act if put in force would be injurious and 
almost ruinous to them. It must be admitted that some 
trifling inconvenience may at first be felt by the citi- 
zens of Erie county, as well as those of'other counties 
on the northern and western borders of the slate. All 
acts of the legislature to regulate the currency of the 
commonweahli, must necessai-ily partially affect a great- 
er or lesser portion of the community, especially those 
located on tiie borders of those states that m^ differ witli 
us in their policy. The only question therefore with the 
guardians of the public welmre should be whether that of 
a paper or a metallic currency for the common and eveiy 
day ti-ansactions of the people would most promote the in- 
terest and welfara of the community, or wliat is the funda- 
mental interest of the state. Your committee arc ex- 
tremely anxious that in this question the general inte- 
rest of the commonwealth should be consulted^ and if 
this act to regulate her currency should prove inconve- 
nient to a small portion of her citizens for a short time, 
it is pot any g^od reason for its repeal. 

The petitioners further represent that they will be 
deprived of a circulating medium* Such a supposition 
in the view of your committee, is entirely groundless^ 
for when we take into consideration the amount of .ex- 
portable produce of the country, it roust appear to all 
conversant with trade, that thb deprivation could not 
take place. 

1 he petitioners seem to fbrg^et, that trade i^ an inter- 
change of commodities, not of bank notes; and the real 
question fbi* them to decide, is whether or not that 
trade shall be parried on through a depreciated and 
often spurious medium, and this observation will apply 
to the petitioners from Allegheny as well as those from 
Erie county. It is highly probable the petitioners hare 
taken a wrong estimate of the amount of small notes 
employed, in dealing with persons out of the state, and 
at a distance. Such transactions are generally, and can 
altogether be performed with notes cf five dollars and 
upwards, which are not prohibited by our laws. Your 
committee also think that the amount of small notes in 
circulation is not so great in those di tricts as the peti- 
tioners seem to suppose; and that a small addition to 
the amount of silver at present in circulation, (an addi- 
tion which it will certainly receive if the law be put in 
force) will be amply sufficient to carry on the conunoo 
and every day tj-ansactions within the county. But fiir- 
ther; if it be as they represent, ^at their present p^^ 
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circukting mcdtum is healthy and sound, it will certain- 
ly comRiand silver when offered to thoB9 banks that 
have issued it, and in that case they could not be de- 
prived of a circulating" medium. 

It b further represented by tlie petitioners, that num- 
bers of travellers pass through Erie county, and will 
drain them of what specie they have. This position at 
first view may have some, little plausibility, but your 
committee cannot think that the great state of Pennsyl- 
vania, commonly called the key-stone of the Union, 
should at once take so insignificant a rank that her laws 
should be unknown, and most especially those to regu- 
late her currency. But whatever may be the opinion of 
the House, of the probablo effect of the "law on the 
county of Erie, Allegheny, or any other county on the 
borders of the state, your committee trust, and most 
earnestly request that that effect will be fully shown by 
experience, befose they consent to its repeal. It could 
not bo otherwise expected, but that those interested in 
the banking institutions of New York, New Jersey, &c. 
that issue none other but notes of a less denomination 
than five dollars, and depend principally upon their cir- 
culation in this state, would if possible get up a feeling 
of hostility to this law. We would not say that it is they 
alone that have operated upon the people of Erie and 
AUegfheny counties, but have no doubt but they have 
done their part, being immediately interested, for it is 
highly probable that some of these institutions will have 
to close their concerns if this law goes into operation. 
For it is a notorious fact that the labouring men employ- 
ed in the construction of the improvements of the state, 
are in many cases paid by their employers, the contrac- 
tors, in this species of paper, obtained, as your commit- 
tee understand, directly from those institutions, upon 
such terms as to make it a matter oT interest to them. 
It may be expected, then, that those who speculate at 
the poor labourers* cost, will exercise their influence. 
There are many interested in another species of paper 
equally disreputable, whose influence will be co-exten- 
nve with the dependence of the employed. It is that of 
individual or company paper, which appears in the guise 
of being the bank notes of some capital city, by the tm- 
jpnn/ (^ Pliiladelphia and New York, and having the 
word near printed on them as small as possible for the 
eye to discern. And it is a lamentable fact, that many 
impositions are practised upon the unsuspecting with 
this species of paper. The issuers being" regulated by 
interest alone, it is impossible to conceive the evils that 
might arise therefrom, should they be permitted to con- 
tinue in circulation. 

Your committee have seen with pleasure that the clti- 
xeils of the neighbouring states, particularly the state of 
New York, are becoming dissatisfied with the state of 
their currencies, and are anxious to go back to a sound- 
er sys^m, and it is highly probable, will follow the ex- 
ample set by Virginia, Maryland, and Pennsylvania. A 
perseverance, therefore, in the law of last session, will 
tend g^reatly to bring about this veiy desirable object, 
particularly, as it will deprive the banks of the other 
states of the profit of circulating their notes in Pennsyl- 
Tsnia. And in viewing this report, your conunittee can- 
not but express the hope, that no act of the present le- 
gislature will damp the efforts which are making through- 
out the United States, to produce a sound basis for our 
circulating medium. 

With respect to the suggestion of the petitioners, re- 
garding the repeal of the 8th section of the act of 1817, 
prohibiting the Pennsylvania banks from issuing notes 
under five dollars, your committee deem it unnecessary 
to enter into the question, confident that the legislature 
will not destroy the settled policy of the state. Coun- 
ter petitions have been referred to us, and we entirely 
agree with the petitioners in the view they have taken of 
the probable good effects that may result from a steady 
adherence to the acts complained of, and therefore offer 
the following resolution : 

Betolved^ That the committee be discharcred from the 
Vol. II. 47 



further consideration of the various petitions referred to 
them on this subject 



EFFECTS OF CLIMATE ON NAVIGATION, &c. 

On page 23, of this volume, the present article was 
commenced; but it has continued open until the present 
period, on account of the difficulty of obtaining the no- 
cessary information — and is still imperfect, for the same 
reason. But being desirous of bringing all the facts we 
have collected into the same volume, we have conclud- 
ed to do so, and may hereafter add to them. 

1777 S ^^ ^" ^"^ ^^ notices. 

1778. Janxuxry 19. The river was closed at this date. 

1779. Ftbruary. Leaves of willow, blossoms of peach, 
and flowers of dandelion were seen. 

1780. January 5. On Sunday morning last, at a fire at 
the French Consul's, the weather was so severe 
that many of the engines were rendered useless 
by the intense cold; during this month, the mer- 
cury, excepting one day, never rose so high in 
the city as to the freezing point. 

March 4. The Delaware became navig^le 
afler having been frozen nearly three months. 
This is denominated the hard unnter. Ice 16 to 
19 inches thick — frost penetrated the ground from 
• 4 to 5 feet. During this winter the ears of hom- 
ed cattle, and the feet of hogs exposed to the air» 
were firpst-bitten. Squirrels perished in th^ 
holes, and partridges were often found dead. 

1781. Jantutry 27. '* The winter thus far hath been 
remarkably mild — so that the earth has scarcely 
been frozen half an inch deep, or the smallest 
ponds covered with ice strong enough to bear a 
dog. Thus mild it had continued until Monday 
last, (23d,) when we luid a very hard gale of 
wind, chiefly from the north-west, but alternate- 
ly varying to almost every point, and accompa- 
nied with a smart fall of rain and snow. Several 
vessels were forced from their fastenings, and 
drove ashore on the Jerseys, and the island. Trees 
were torn up by the roots, and somehouses un- 
roofed." Garlic was tasted in butter this month. 

1782* In a pocket almanac, on the blank leaves be- 
tween January and February, is the following 
memorandum: 

, "29 and 30 of this month, was extremely cold. 
31. More moderate; the river froze over the 
30th of last month, at night, so as to admit peo- 
ple on it the 31st, in the morning, and conti- 
nCied fast until the 16th inst. — when it drives ge- 
nerally, and llie 21st several vessels came up;" 
and in the Freeman's Journal is tlie following 
paragraph: 

Fibruury 6. "About a week since the extrem- 
ity of the cold was felt here. On Tuesday aftei^ 
noon the thermometer fell very low. This 
day the mercuty was within the bulb, and in some 
instances it fell 4° below 0, being the greatest 
excess of cold experienced here for many years. 
It is needless to say the Delaware opposite the 
city, and for several miles downward, is covered 
with a fixed and strong floor of ice. 

10th. Feny boats cross upon the ice. — The 
river probably closed on the 30th January, and 
opened on the 16th February. 
1783. May — . A heavy haii storm, believed the hea- 
viest ever known here— did not extend more than 
half a mile north and south. Stones fell weigh- 
ing half an ounce. Windows were broken by 
them. 

November 30. An earthquake in the city. 

Dcctmber 1. Do. do. Most of 
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the houses were sensibly shaken, so that in many 
the ch'ma and pewter, &c. were thrown from the 
shelves— and several persons awaked irom then* 
sleep. 

26tlr. The navigation stopped, and in a few 
^days the river was frozen over, opposite the city, 
and aontinued so till 18th of March. 29, snow. 

1784. January 13, Great damage done by the sud« 
den and extraordinary rise of water occasioned 
}>y the thaw and great rain of Thursday last. On 
Tuesday and, Wednesday a most remarkable 
thaw, attended with a warm, disagreeable, un- 
wholesome vapour, which in the evening was suc- 
ceeded by a sharp N. W. wind and clear sky, 
so that within a few hours we have experienced 
a transition from heat to cold, of at least 53 de- 
grees. The suddenness and severity of the frost 
has entirely bound up the navigation. 

February \% Bay full of ice. 

28th and 29th. Mercury below 0. 

I^hrch 12. Navigation opened^ having been 
closed since 26th December. 

15th. This morning (Sunday) about 2 o'clock 
the ice in the Schuylkill gave way, but soon after 
the floating ice lodged and formed a dam— by 
which means the ground about the middle ferry 
became suddenly overflowed, which carried 
away every thing but the Brick house— drowned 
several horses and cattle, and forced the family 
to secure themselves in the second story till day- 
light; whither they were followed by a horse, 
who had taken sanctuary in the house flrom the 
water. The waters did not subside till 4 o'clock 
on Monday afternoon. [One of the family informs 
us that there were 21 persons in the house at the 
time— only two are now living. The house was 
at this time occupied by Joseph Ogden; who 
built the first floating bridge at the Mioidle Ferry, 
after that destroyed by the British. In the 
Pennsylvania Gazette of the 27th March, 1784, 
the particulars of this event are related in the 
form of 2 Chapters in Chronicles, in scripture 
style.] It was considered one dT th« hiu'dest 
winters for 40 years. 

December 22. So much ice that the river is at 
' a stand. 

1785. January 3. Vessels attempt to go down; the 
moderate weather having so far cleared the ice; 
but on the evening of the 4th the harbour was 
entirely frozen across. 

20th. Frozen from side to side; broke up in 4 
or five days, and was entirely free from ice; all 
vessels from below came up. 

February 2. The river was again frozen over. 

22. Vessels got up and down. 

1786. January 21. Our weather has been remarka- 
bly mild tor the greater part of the winter, until 
Friday (17th) last, when it grew cold, and froze 
the river in a few days from nde to side at the 
lower part of the city. 

jSpril 1. A north-east gale, with luul and snow, 
did great damage. 

may. Renjarkable for the absence of the sun 
for 14 days, and constant damp or rainy weather. 

December — . Navigation stopped. 

1787. January 6. The mildness of the weather for 
some days past having liberated th« navigation, 
Several vessels came up. 

1788. Februarys. Thermometer fell to 6° below 0, 
or38bel»w freezing point. The day before it 
had stood at 6° above freezing point; so tliat it 
fell 42° in about 17 hours. 

Murch 5. Boys sliding on the ice. 
Av^st 18 and 19. There fell seven inches of 
rain. 
yutrwlnr JOth ?nd 11th. A violent storm 



from 8. £. Caused a heavy swell in the riret. 
Many vessels injured. 

December 23. Navi^^tion interrupted by largt 
quantities of floating ice. 

26th. Skaiting on Schuylkill 
1789. January 3. Owing to moderate weather the 
navigation is agadn restored, and many yeaseli 
have departed. The three lower bndges on 
Schuylkill were c^oried away by the breaJung up 
of the ice, and one of them nearly destroy ed. 

19th. Sleighing. 

February 5. Vessels locked up in the riirer 
near Marcus Hook. River fit>ze and diawed four 
times, and not navigable till 8th March. 

19th and 20th. Snow 8 or 10 inches deep. 
. Mercury fell 5^ below in the city, and twenty 
miles from the city 12° below 0. Both at ais 
A.M. 

23d, 24di, 25th, and 27th. Mercury fluetuated 
betweeen 4 and 10 above 0. A very backward 
8prin|^. Peaches failed almost universally. No 
cherries or strawberries. 

Uncomfortable to nt without fire mh 
til 1st June. 

July [oTfdugust] Very hot weather. By tea 
A. M. the meat in the market became putrificd. 
Mayor ordered it to be thrown into the Delaware 
— Merchants shut up their stores. Deaths m- 
merous, particularly among: children. 16 Infruits 
buried on the 1st Sabbath of July. ThemomeT 
4er at 96° for several days. 

August. Fires agreeable. 

September, No rain during this month. 

December, Entries and clearances through the 
month. 
1790* January 2. S4ch an open winter as the present 
has not been known in this cHy since it waafbund- 
cd — Boys bathing in river as if it were summer — 
wharves crowded with wood— -oak 15 shifliiq^ 
hickory, 25 shillings. 

February 7, Only time this winter that the 
Delaware was interrupted by ice — ^frozen over. 

8th. Skaiting on tne river. 

10th & 11th. Deep snow. 

17th. Ice drove. 

March 10. The only considerable snow thit 
winter— only remained on the ground three dayi. 
Yofterday morning thermometer p.\ 4^ 

Sept, 24. First frost 

Nov, 26th and 27th. First snows. 

Dec 8. River closed by ice. 

12th & 13th . River navigable— vessels tailed, 

16th. Snow and cold until 

18th, when the river, frozen over 8c stands— 
boys skating--continued closed tiU 18th Januair. 

21st. Snow all the morning — continues cold 
till the end of the month. 31st, very cold. 
1791. January 1. Ohio river has been closed for 
some time by ice. 

17th. Snow. 

1 8th. Snow — river opened so that Teasels ar- 
rived. 

Dec. 23. River closed— having been obstniet- 
ed by floating ice for several days continued do- 
sed till end of the month. 
1792.^ January 2. Mercury on Saturday at 12 o'clock, 
48^. — an april day — nayigation expected to open 
in a day or two. 

5th. Arrivals. 

7th, 13th, 18th, 22d. Snow. 

Feb. 7th, 11th, 12th, 13th and 14th. Snow. 

Mc^ch 6. Ice started. 

Dec, Arrivals and clearances this month. 
1793. Jan.U, Hail. 

18. The extreme temperateness of this sea- 
son exceeds every winter remembered by the 
oldest inhabitants of Philadelphia, for now we 
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hare April weather. A fine shad was caught and 
brought to Mr. Irwin's tavern, the white horss. 
Market street, where it was elegantly served last 
Thursday evening (17th) to sevend gentlemen 
who. supped on the January shad witli great sa- 
tisfaction, and toasted the fishermen; 

21st. Light showers like April — no ice in the 
river to this time of any consequence; the navi- 
gation being free and open. 

24th. A little snow this morning. 

27'th. Snow and rain. 

30th. Snow about six inches deep — windy 
night and some hsul. 

Feb. 1. Froze hard last night— first time any 
sleighing has been this season. 

2d. Rain. 6th. Rain. 

9th. Rather warm for the season. 

12th. Snow last night and this morning 
about li feet deep— coldest weather this winter. 

23. Snow this morning — great fresh in Schuyl- 
kiU. 

Sprill. Blossoms on fruit trees universally 
in Ae city— birds appeared two weeks earlier 
than usual. 

May 22. To end of month, a continuance of 
wet and cloudy weather — Wind mostly N. K. 
and so cool that fire was necessary most of the 
time. 

Oct. Very dry weather and warm mostly thro' 
this month— very little rain for 8 weeks past — 
the yellow fever raging in the city. 

1794. January, Vessels could not leave the piers on 
account of the quantity of ice still in the river. 
13th. River clear from ice — vessels sailed yes- 
terday. ^ 

18th. Vessels got up safely to Fort Mifflin 
piers. 

May 21. A violent storm. 

Dec. 25. "As warm as the most timorous in- 
valid could wish." 

Arrivals and clearances through the month. 

1795. /an. 21. The sky has continued almost inva- 
riably without a single cloud for a long time past. 
Flies were seen a few days agOi Indeed there 
was an expectation with many people, that there 
would be no ice during the present season — about 
the middle of last week however, a frost came 
on Monday morning, January 19th, at 7 o'clock, 
the thermometer in the open air was so low as 
12®— a great part of the river was frozen over. 
This morning (20th) thermometer same hour 
and situation has risen to 19®. The positive cold 
has diminished, but the Delaware is now entirely 
frozen over. 

26th. A vessel coming up meets drifting ice 
near Marcus Hook. 

Feb. 26. Thermometer at half past 7 A. M. 9° 
27. do do 10° 

We do not remember, through the winter, the 
mercury being so low at the same hour. 

December. Arrivals and clearances through- 
out the month. 

1796. Jan. 7. A violent storm last night did consi- 
derable damage to the shipping. 

10th. Snow. 11th. Moderate to the 16th— 
no ice in the river of any consequence. " 
17th. Snow, rain and hail. 20th. Snow. 
27th. Snow. 29th & SOth, coldest this sea- 
son. Navigation open to this time. 

Feb. 2. Vessel arrives at New York, under- 
standing Delaware is closed by ice. 

9th. Navigation intemipted by driving ice for 
about a week past — yesterday a vessel came up. 
The winter to this time the most moderate I ever 
remember for 45 years — very littie interruption 
by fioating ice. Schuylkill is frozen So as to bear 
people on it; but not very safe for many in a place. 



15th. One of the coldest days this winter. 

19th. Snow last night. 22d, do. 

March 8. Snow last night. 

17th. . Hard gale last pight. 

18th. Lower tide than recollected for many 
years, (say not since Dec. 26, 1759, when it was 
lower) owing to N. W. wind.' The flood tide 
was two feet lower than a common ebb — the bar 
visible" nearly across — chimneys &c. blown down. 

April 1. Delaware has not been standing this 
Winter. 

11th. f'rost last night — a very dry spell of 
weather. 14th. Showers. Dry to 24th. 

30th. Some f^st last night. 

May 6. Dry weather continued to this tim^ 
then a fine rain much wanted — vegetation being 
at a stand. 

July 26 . Most plentiful harvest remembered.- 

Sept. 23. Frost. 

October 1. Do. Cool for a week past. 

7th. Do. Very drj- — rest of the month 

^in suffering fbr rain. 

iVw. 30. Some snow. 

Dec. 6. "Within ten days we have had very 
bold weather — the Susquehanna has closed; men 
and horses cross daily; It is not within man's 
memory to have seen the river so low of water 
or to have closed so early. Snow in Philadelphia, 
2 incites deep. 

23d. River closed — there were entrances up 
to the 21st. On the night between 23d and 24th, 
Dr. Priestley's thermometer in the town of North- 
umberland, was depressed to 13 below ° while 
in thi^ city it stood at 2® below ®. 

24th. Severe cold as remembered for 40 years; 
snow two feet deep at the westward. 

1797. January 10. River still closed— loaded wag- 
gons come over on the ice— weather as cold as 
remembered these fifty years. 

16th. Last Monday night (9th) about a mild 
N. W. of this city, a gill of best French brandy 
was placed in a field in a common saucer, and 
about 10 minutes after the sun rose next morn- 
ing, the circumference had a ring of ice about 
half an inch broad. The ice had no regular form; 
but clotted like grease. The remainmg brandy 
had the appearance of oil, and when tasted was 
mild as milk. A small vial of the same brandy 
, with a glass stopper was exposed in the field — no 
crust was formed on it, the action of the aur being 
prevented by the stopper. Water placed in a 
room where no fire had been for tome days, was 
in a liauid state until the dawn of duy, but was 
formed into a lump of ice in 10 minutes after the 
sun rose. 28th. River still fast; though it thaws, 
and the weatlier b fine for the season. 

Feb. 7. A vessel arrives at Marcus Hook— riv- 
er driving. 

9th. A vessel arrives. v 

March 3. Snow last night Frosts to the 10th, 
11th. Snow. 

Jipril 7. Peaches and^ apricots in blossom. 

May 13. Frost. 

Dec, 1. Schuylkill fast and Delaware full of 
ice. 

15th. Weather moderated sometlung— two 
or three vessels came up, but in a few days the 
weather became cold, and continued so, that on 
the 22d the river was quite fast; being one day 
sooner than last year. 

1798. January I, Ice and slippery pavements. 
5th. Snow in the night about 4 inches. 
February 5. River opened about this time. 
October 31. Snow last night 

November 19. Snow. 20th. Snow. 
December 12. Snow— ice in the Delaware. 
13th. Clear. 
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15th. Several outward bound vessels sailed 
yesterday, our river beings perfectly free from ice. 

17th & 18th. Ice in the Delaware stopped. 

23d. Snow. 

25th. Fine sleighing*. 
1799. Janxwry 1. Snow— more snow in the last 6 or 
8 weeks than remembered for several winters in 
the same time and season, and vcr}' cold weather 
roost of tlie tim«. 

3d. Snow. 

4th. Delaware full of Ice. 

5th. Snow. 

6th. Ice in the Delaware stopped, and boys 
skaiting on it— snow on the ground about 3 inches 
deep. 

9th. Snow. 

10th. Delaware nearly cleared of ice, vessels 
preparing to sail. 

24th. Snow. 

29th. Delaware full of skim ice. 

30th. Do. clear of ice — a fog last Jiight. 

Feb, 3. Stormy; snow and bail; a tolerable 
deep snow on the ground. 

4th. Considerable ice in the Delaware. 

9th. Delaware clear of ice. 

17th. Tolerable deep snow. 

19th. Snow— streets and pavements very slip- 
pery. 

23d. Last night and this morning thought to 
be as cold as any this season. Navigation ob- 
structed by ice, as much being mad6 last night as 
on any night this winter. 

25th. Extremely cold. Skaiting on the 
Schuylkill, and the ice in the Delaware stopped. 

26th. Skaiting on the Delaware— began to 
drive in the afternoon, and the people hastened 
oflT— snow. 

27th. A deep snow on the g^und. 

MarthZ. Small snow. 

5th. Last night as cold as any this season- 
Delaware full of ipe. 

6th. Kiver full of ice. 

llth. Delaware clear of ice. Several vessels 
came up. 

12th. A deep snow on the ground.' ''Avery 
long and severe winter this has been.", 

14th. A deep snow on the ground.' 

April 3. Frost last night. 

llth. Some ice in the gutters. 

20th. Some ice this morning. 

Juru 6. Black and.white frost in the neck. 
1800. Janucaryl. The winter thus far has been re- 
markably open; there having been very little ice 
m the Delaware and that very thin. 

6th, 7ih & 8tti. Mornings and nights very 
cold— much ice in the Delaware. 

18th. Delaware clear of ice. 
^ 24th. A smart snow on the ground — this day 
warm, the snow soon melted. 

25th. A little snow. 

29th. Last night coldest this season— the De- 
laware bemg frozen from side to side, though 
very little in it last evening. 

31st. Tremendous storm of snow and wind, 
N. E. by E. 

Februca-y 9. Deep snow on the ground. 

28th, Snow. 

March 8. Snow without intermission for 25 
hours, near two feet upon a level. 
,. ^^y ?£• Locusts appeared this day as they 
did m 1776 and 1783. ^ 

December 23,^ The wtather, except some cold 
nights, has been remarkably open. No ice in the 
Delaware— this day being remarkably warm for 
the season--such a season not being remembered 
smce the British army were here in 1777 & *78. 



1801 



January 3. As cold as remembered for many | 



years. 7th. Earthquake and meteor at Pitt»- 
burg. 

March 2. This & for 8 days x^ remarkablf 
warm and fine for the reason. Buds on the 
gooseberry bushes, frost generally out of the 
ground; but little ice in the Delaware, and some 
weeks none. Unuiual quantities of rain fell. 

May 4. A smai-t snow on the ground. 28tb, 
Hay harvest began near the city. 

November 12. At midnight the shock of an 
earthquake. 

December 31, Very little cold weather thus 
far this season — began to snow in the aftemooiv. 

1802. Jcmuary 15. No ice to impede navigation, and 
even the ponds have not been frozen to bear. — 
30th , Weather moderate — many shru)}s put forth 
leaves and blossoms — one iall of snow during the 
month. 

February 4th, 5th & 6th. Coldest weather this 
winter — ^fi'eczes hard. 17th, A shad in market. 
22d. No obstruction this winter except floathig 
ice this day for a few hours— snow storm. 23<L 
Heavy storm of wind, N. £./ coldest weather. 

March 26, Snow. 

Jipril, Several frosts this month. 

May, Fires agreeable. 

JJecember 19. River fast. 2l8t, Completelj 
frozen. 22d, 23d and 24th, a general thaw^ 
navigation open. 

1803. Januarys. Snow. 

X 22d. River full of ice; navigation stop- 
ped. 

Feb. 9. Very heavy fog for several days: 

16. Snow. 

Marc/i 2. Snow. 7th. Snow. 27th. Soow. 

Jpril 16. Snow. 

May 7. Ice. 8th. Snow, which broke down 
tJie poplars. 15th. Fire necessary. 

Mwember 9. Frost. Drycst time for nuuiy 
years. Pumps in Abingdon dry. 

December 22. Coldest day this winter. 

1804. January 1. I'he most open, moderate weather 
for" the season, remembered for many years; not 
the least sign of ice in the Delaware-: little or none 
in the Schuylkill. Vessels come and go as in 
summer. 

10th and llth. Some ice in the docks, and on 
Jersey shore. Boys skaiting on ponds for the 
first time this winter. 

13th. Some ice ii> the Delaware. Some snow. 

14th. A little ice in tlie Delaware. 

16th. Considerable ice made in Del. last night. 

19th. Snow — sleighing. 

2l*t. The Delaware full of ice. 22d, Snow. 

23d. The deepest snow remembered for seve- 
ral winters. River full of ice. 

25th. Ice in the Delaware stopped. Good 
skaiting on it. Water froze in bed-chambers last 
night for the first time this season. 

27th. Skaiting on the Delaware. 

February 5. Ice in the Delaware afloat. 

24th. Deep snow on ground. 28th, light snov. 

March 2. Snowj heavy snow on the ground. 

5th. Delaware full of ice^ ice at Burlington 
strong enough to cross upon. 

6th. Ice in the Delaware stopped. 

7th. Delaware tolerably clear of ice, high 
wind having driven it ashore. Wood voy 
scarce and dear; from 10 to 12 dollars a cord. 

April 22d and 23d. A very great fi^h in the 
Delaware and Schuylkill, aUended with very 
high tides, occasioned by heavy rains. But few 
signs of vegetation before the 15th April. 

During the winter the thermometer stood tat 
many days at 4 and 6 dtg. above 0. Hediam 
depth of snow 2 feet. 

December 18. Delaware obstructed by ice. 
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1805. Febftiaru2S. Delaware navigable. 
March 2. No ice to be seen. 
Winter variable and peculiar; intense cold, 
deep snow, hail, sleet, high wind, and heavy rain. 
No rain after middle of June, and all July. 
Mercury for 10 days between 90 and 94. Pas- 
tures burnt up; gfreat deficiency of summer ve- 
getables. Schuylkill lower by three inches than 
had been known for 70 years. 
October?. Frost. 

December 28th and 29th. Great storm— **a 
mere hurricane" — ^by which several vessels were 
sunk at the wharves, and others broke from their 
fiutenings and went to pieces. Thus hr the sea- 
son has been remarkably favourable. Very little 
ice either in the gutters or elsewhere. 

30th. ft The country people were ploughing 
yesterday in different parts of the country; very 
mtle skaiting» even on the ponds, for boys. 
1806. January 6. First snow of consequence this 
season. 
9th. Quantities of ice in the river. 
13th. Vessels come up to the Hook. 
15th. Coldest day this season. 
18th. River not yet fast; great quantities of ice; 
Schuylkill fast 

19th. Snow. 21st SUighingfora weekpast 
27th. Vessels pass up and down. 
February 1. River free of ice. 
March 7. Snow. 19th, snow. 23d and 24tb, 
snow. 26th, snow. 

Jpril H. Freeze hard. 
Octf^r 17. Frost 
* December 4. Snow. 5th, Sleighing in the 

valley. 11th, Snow. 12th, Sleighing in the 
city for the first time this season. 18th, River so 
full of ice as to stop navigation. 20th, River na- 
vigable. 22d, Vessels came up. Slst. Coldest 
night; froze in a stove room window. 
1807. January 12. Some ice in the river. 

14. Navigation stopped by great quan- 
tities of ice. 18th, Snow last night; sleighing. 
20th, River still being full of ice, no passing up 
or down; very cold for three days past 21st, 
River fast, and so continued till 

February 3. When it drove — ^fuUofice. 5th, 
Snow. 7th, Very cold — river fast again. 9th, 
It is remarked, that the weather for 4 or 5 days 
has been the coldest known for several years 
past. 14th, Ice broke up at Trenton; fears en- 
tertained for the bridge. 15th, Ice drives — ves- 
sels sail. 29th, Schuylkill broke up; g^at quan- 
tities of ice driven down. 

March 5. Snow. 14th, Snow and rain. 29th, 
Snow and rain. 31st, Snow. 
jSprilS. Snow. 

June 13. Fire necessary in the evening. 
Aui^ustand September Influenza prevailed. 
October 7. A comet visible. 
November 17. Snow. 25th, Snow. 
19th. Huntingdon. Thursday last the most 
remarkable dark day ever witnessed by the citi- 
zens. Candles lighted at ll A. M. in the Court 
House, taverns, &c. Fowls went to roost Con- 
tinued nearly two hours. 

Dec. 18. ifiv^r has not been impeded by ice up 
to this date. 



1808. January 11. Navigation still open. 14th, 
Snow, sleighing. 15th, Great quantities of ice 
in the river. 16th, River not quite fast 20th, 
Much ice in the river. 28th, Snow. 

February 1. Heavy rain. 5th, Snow. 14th, 
Snow. 2uth, Snow. 

October 19. Frost. 29th, white frost and ice. 

November 2^\^. Snow. 

December 7. Snow. 8th, Skim ice in the 
docks. 26th, ground covered with snow. 



1809. January 3. New Castle packet returned on ac- 
count of spray freezing on rigging; navig^ion 
stopped at Whitehall. 5th, interrupted here. 
9th, Snow; great quantities of ice driving out of 
the Delaware; much ice drifting at Cape May, 
10th, Ground covered with snow. 11th, Heavy 
fog. 13th, An arrival— the last till 25th — much 
ice made Idst night. 14tb, A brig drifting in the 
ice at Bombay Hook. 15th, Some snow; fine 
skaiting on the pavements. 22d, Deep snow on 
the ground. 25th, Last night the coldest this 
season. Delaware nearly m>zen over. 26^, 
Snbw 8 inches deep. 

February 5. Snow. 7th, Snow. 9th, much 
ice in the river. lOtb, A fog, skaiting on the D«- 
laware; sleighing. 14th, Hail. 18th, Fog. — 
20th, Good skaitmg on the river below Pine st. ; 
from thence to CalTowhill, before the city, is and 
has been open for some time. Wood brought 
from the island in boats, being taken there mm 
Jersey in sleds upon ^e ice, having been frozen 
on that side for many weeks. Snow— on the 18th 
the ice in Brandywine broke up with a great 
swell, and carried away part of the bridge. 

27th. Men employed by merchants to cut the 
ice from Pine street to Gloucester poin^— above, 
being clear to Callowhill street— above that, and 
between the island and Jersey, &st 
28th. Heavy white frost 
March 4. «Snow on gi'ound. 6th, Snow. ISth, 
Snowed all day. Flocks of birds which passed 
to the northward early last week returned 
to the southward. 14th, Snow, the deepest this 
winter, being 18 inches. Ibth, Windows and 
doors open; first shad in market 24th, Ice on 
south side of street; thus far the spring very back- 
ward. 26th, Froze in the shade all day. 28th 
and 29th, Freezing. 31st, Blue birds whistling 
in every direction. 

Jlpril 13. Houses covered with snow, looks 
like winter; this is noted as the twenty-third 
snow. 26th, Ice as thick as a dollar. 

May 6. Ice. 13th, Grass frozen. 30th, 
Frost; coolest May remembered for many years. 

November 24. Strange to tell to future gene- 
rations, snow about one foot deep, and tolerable 
g^od sleighing; a circumstance not known for 
many years, if ever, in this land, 25th, Sleighs 
and sleds in market; this morning at sunrise, the 
river Schuylkill, above and below the permanent 
bridge, was frozen over; a similar circumstance 
has not occurred for many years at so early a pe- 
riod. 30th, Heavy white frost, and skim ice. 
December 27. A snow storm at the Capes. 

1810. January 19. Lowest tide for 14 years. 20th, 
Ice in the Delaware for first time this season, 
being the most open recollected for many yeai"s, 
there not having even been skaiting on the 
ponds; similar to 1802; water froze in bed-cham- 
ber for first time; I have known 2 winters in which 
navigation has not been interrupted by ice; not 
even a single cake: Schuylkill frozen over: 2l8t, 
Delaware stopped about noon, and boys skaiting 
in afternoon; also on the 22(1, ice remarkably 
thick and strong; a vessel drifting in tlie ice, de- 
serted by her crew, near Wilmington: 26th, 
Snow: 27th, Snow 5 or 6 inches deep; tolerable 
sleighing. 31st, River still fast. 

Februarys. Snowed all day, and sleighing— 
11th, Ice disappeared below; vessels prepanng* 
for departure— 14tb, Snow— 16th, Ice began to 
float in Delaware — 17th, Wasting fast— 18th, 
Fog, anda N. F. wind drove ice on shore; ice not 
come down from the Falls— 19th, Vessels get 
up — 20th, Ice from the Falls came down; river 
very full of broken ice — 21st, Delaware entirely 
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clear of ice and several arrival8--26th, Larg^ 

lumps and cakes of ice from above the Falls. 

March H. Rain and snow — J2tb, Houses co- 
vered with snow — 14th, Herring in market — 
17th, Ice J of an inch thick; a shad in market — 
24th, snow 3i inches — 28th, spits of snow — ^29th> 
snow — 31st, Ice thickness of a dollar. 

.^prtV 1. Snow on ground— 3d, spits of snow. 
May 1, Large flock of wild geese — 13th. 
White frost fur several mornings. 

November 1. First snow this season — ^2d and 
3d, Snow— 4th, Froze hard— 17th, This day has 
been cool and clear, after two of rainj weather, 
during which time there was a heavy gule of 
wind from the eastward, which raised the river 
higher than for some years back — 19th, Rain 
again began last night, and continued to-day very 
fast — The meadows overflowed, and some of the 
wharves and stores injured— 23d, Snow most of 
the day. 

December 3 . Snow last night and this morning 
— 9th, Skaiting on the ponds for the first time— 
15th, Skim ice in the Dehware; first this season; 
some of it an inch thick, and very sharp; several 
vessels sailed— 18th, Delaware froze fix)m side to 
side, and the navigation completely stopped — 
19th, Ice in Delaware broke up.this afternoon — 
20th, Seveial vessels sailed; ice much broken, 
and drove on shore— 21st, Delaware very full of 
broken ice^— 22d, Rain and heavy fog; ice much 
gone — 24th, Many vessels sailed yesterday and 
to-day; Delaware entirely clear of ice— 31st, 
Snow. 

This year has been the most remarkable for 
frui^ of all kinds lever knew. The apples are 
larger and clearer of any knotty appearance 
than in former years; all other kinds of fruit in 
great plenty and of good quality. 
1811. January 4. Snow — ^7th, To tliis date river free 
of ice— 8th, Heavy fog— 9th, liain— 11th, Light 
snow — 12th and 13th, snow and rain — 16th, 
Hail and rain; slippery pavements; boys skaiting 
on them — 29th, Ice in the river — 30th, Snow. 

February 3d and 4th. Rain and snow — 5th 
and 6th, ditto; ground well covered — 7th, Snow 
last night and this morning, deepest this winter 
—12th, Snow— 17th and 18th, Snow— 19th, 
Coldest day this season by o9. Thermometer 
19° — 20th, Delaware covered with ice — 22d, 
Snow most of the day; distressing time for wood; 
none to be purchased — 25th, Thaws— 26th, Much 
ice in Delaware. 

March 6. Snow. 12th, Foggy. 13th, Warm 
for the season — like spring. 14th, Shad in mar- 
ket. 18th, High wind. 24th , Rain, with thun- 
der and lightning. 

Juiy 3. Warm dry weather for some time — 
Indian corn suflers — a finer hay harvest has not 
been known for many years — no rain to injure it> 
and the crops abundant^ 9th, Dry weather con- 
tinues, and for some days past, the warmest known 
for many years. Thermometer 94 to 97» Seve- 
ral persons died suddenly. 

Ociober 10. Heavy fog W. S. W. Therm. 72. 
The comet has appeared every evening for two 
weeks past, about 2 o'clock, A. M. or 6 or 7 P.M. 

November 4. The comet appears at 45° above 
the horizon at 8 A M. 22d. Comet more south- 
erly. 26th. Hard frost for the season. 

December 2. Frost. Second growth of ap- 
"ples at Washington, Pa. 3d, Moderate for the 
season. 7th. The weather has been remarka- 
bly moderate for the season to tliis date, though 
a g^eat deal of rain has fallen within a month past, 
but no snow. Comet hardly visible to the naked 
eye. loth. Snow. 14th, ditto 4 inches. 19th, 
Coldest day this season . 20th, Coldest night this i 



season. 21st, Snow. Ice in Delaware quite 
thick. 24th, Snow last night — very haid pHt 
of wind — ^freezes hard. S5th, Full of ice. 

1812. January 12. River fast. 16tb, Much diifling 
ice — snow last night four inches deep. 18th, Ri- 
ver fiist again. l§th and 20tb, Snow and sleigfa. 
ing. 22d, Much ice from Bombay Hook. 23d, 
Earthquake at Le Wigtown. 27th, Thaws, but n' 
ver fast; heavy fogs. Slst, Veiy foggy j river 
fast. 

February 4. Heavy gale of wind last night; the 
ice driving this morning; a remarkable rumbling 
noise like thunder about twelve o'clock. 7th, 
Several shocks of an earthquake this noming it 
quarter before 4 o'clock. 8th. River free; vesseb 
came up; two schooners in the ice yesterday be- 
^ low Reedy Island. 11th, Snow. l<5th, Snow lod 
bail. 21st, Snow. 23d, Snow and rain. 25, Snow. 

March 8. Hail and snow. 

Jpril 13. Snow and rain. 

May 4. Rain and snow. 8th, Frost. 73d, Spring 
very backward( fire neccssaiy. 

November 19. Snow, a little. 24th, A very bird 
gale; blew down several chimnies and fences; 
MaflTet's letter of marque brig upset in it, and 
sixteen drowned. 

December 9. Snow, the first of any conseqaence^ 
31st, Schuylkill fast, and Delaware fUll of ice^ 
25th, River navigable — ^vessels sailed today; 

1813. January 9. Some snow. 11th, Vessels at Ueedy 
Island ice bound; river full of ice. 13th, Rircr 
fast 15th, Snow in the night and this morning 
one foot deep, sleighing plenty — good bottonS 
19th, Thaws. . 20. Rain and snow. 26thy Snow. 
28th, Snow. 30th, River fast. 

February 4th and 6th, Thaws fast. 10th, Riib 
and snow. 12th, Snow. 20th, Snow. 23d, Snolr. 
26th, Vessels sailed; river navigable, 

March 7. Snow most of the day. 

October 10. Frost and ice: 14th, White fiost 
21st. Heavy frost, 

December 11. The weather to this day has been 
very moderate — little or no snow, and no ice in 
the river. 19th, Snow most of the day and night 
21st, Snow about four inches deep. , 

1814. January 9. Navigation stopped by ice. I3tb, 
Ri>*er fast. 24st, Ditto — skaiting on it. 

February 2. River drives — full of ice. 13th, 
Vessels came up*. 

November 8. Heavy white frost. 

December 6. Fresh poimd butter sold at fifty 
cents. 10th, Snow. 15th, Much floating ice in the 
Delaware. 16th, Thaw. 21sti Skim ice in Dela- 
ware. 22d, Increase of ice, 24th, Ice gpne and 
vessels sailing. 26th, Some ice in Dekvlue. 
27ih, River full of ice. / 

1815. January 6. Considerable ice in the Delaware 
7th, River full of ice, floating. 10th, Ice is much 
broke and wasted. 14th, Much ice in Delaware. 
22d, Snow. 30th, Ice in the Delaware stopped 
and strong. 3Ut, Delaware hard frozen, and 

^ boys skaiting on it. 

February 2. Sleighs'and sleds brin^ wood to 
South street wharf. 8th, line skighmg. 11th, 
Ground well covered with mow. 13th, Fine 
sleighing — a good and complete road across the 
Delaware from Southwark to James Kaighn's 
wharf— large quantities of wood brought over in 
sleds, carts and waggons; and now selling at |10. 
- 16th, Ground covered with a light snow; the 
weather on Tuesday last was more severely c(^ 
throughout the day than any other day within 
the recollection of tlve oldest inhabitants: the 
thermometer at 8 A. M. was 9 below 0, at noon 
6, at 9 P. M. 12; on the llih of January, 1813, 
it was for a little time at 11, but in a few h<m» 
rose to 3 below 0. 18th, Fine snow. 21st, 
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Strength of the ice weakening fast in the Dela- 
ware; several feny boats broke in in crossing. 
22d, Snow. 24th, Snow. Srth, Wood scarce at 
12 to 14 dollars for oak; pine 9 to 10 dollars. 
27th, Ice in* Delaware continues firm, and large 
quantities of wood brought over in sleds from 
Kaighn*s ferry to South wark. 

March 1. Ice \n Delaware weakening; sleds 
break in; poor suffer much. 2d, A fog on the 
riyer. Sth, Ice in the Delaware began to move 
about 5 A.M. to the great joy of the inhabitants. 
<6th, Delaware nearly clear of ice; five boat loads 
of river fish, rock and perch, came up; about 
500 suckers were taken m a shad net at one haul 
on Saturday about eight or nine miles up Schuyl- 
kill, a mode of fishing not commonly used at 
this season; a very great fresh on the river yes- 
terday; to-day has completely cleared the ice. 
IStb, Two shad in market, sold at $1 50 each. 
14th, Hiver fish plenty and reasonable; no ^ad 
tO'day. 

1816. January 1. A large she wolf taken in West 
Nottingham, Chester county, nearly three feet 
h'tt^, measuring upwards of six feet. 18. 
Schuylkill Falls bridge feU, having it is calcu- 
Sated about thirty tons of snow upon it 

I^bru€try 28. First shad in market— sold at 
one dollar. 

Jtme 5. Frost at Chambersburg. 10. Frost 
•o severe as to kill beans in cornfields. 11. 
There have been at Downingtown live severe 
frosts in five succcessive nights— corn is cut 
<lown by whole fields. 12. Rye afiected by 
frost at Pittsburg. 

August 21. A severe frost at Sunbury, Pa. 
(weather like December. 

1817. January 7. An eagle shot 15 miles from Phi- 
ladelphia, in Moreland township— the first re- 
collected in that town^ip— wings extended 
measured 7 ft. li in.; weighed 8 lbs. 4 ozs. A 
wUd cat killed at Easton, Pa. measured in 
length 3 feet 8. About 11 o'clock a sudden 
agitation of the river Delaware look place to 
such a degree that vessels at the wharves were 
violently tossed about, and the tide swelled 
upwards of twelve inches. It is supposed to 
bave been the reverberation or concussion of 
the earth operating upon the watery element 
of the earthquake to the southward on the 
same day. 14. First snow. 16. . The -first. 
«now this season to cover the ground, fell in 
Marisboro* township, Chester county, three 
quarters of an inch deep. 17. Rain and 
lightning; the Susquehanna frozen the second 
time this season at Wilkesbarre. 19. River 
closed. 

Marth 9. River opened. 

1818. January 31. River closed. 

February 28. The ice in the Delaware gave 
wav a few minutes past 2 o'clock. • 

iuly 22. Monday last rain fell on a level four 
inches deep. 

August, Fish in Ncshaminy Creek die, owing 
to long absence of rain. 

December, River,obstructed by ice. 

1819. January 1. River in a fair way to be cleared 
of the ice which has for some time obstruct- 
ed the navigation. 2. River in a great mea- 
■urc freed from ice— weather unusually mild, 
clear and pleasant— wind west 4. River 
partially open— occasional arrivals and de- 
partures. 5. River free from ice. 6. Do. 
much obstructed by floating ice from above — 
fj/e^ther very mild. 7. Permits vessels to de- 
part. 8. Much obstructed by ice. 9. Filled 

^ with ice. 11. River partially open — some ice 

until 26th, then free. 25. No frost for a week 



past, and what was in the ground dissolved — 
fire disagreeable at Indiana, Pa. — a snako 
basking in the sun. 

February 12. N. E. snow storm, continued 
,till dusk, about twelve inches deep. IB, 
Snow. 

Jpril 9. Shad fisliery commenced at Ti^n- 
ton. 

September 1. Scarcity of potatoes around 
Philadelphia. 28. The meadows below ll»e 
cit}' completely overflowed by the great rise 
of the Delaware during late gale. 

October 25. Snow at Lancaster, which 
whitened the roofs of houses. 

December. Entries and clearances through 
the month. 

1820. January 1. Much ice at Reedy Island. 6th, 
Outward vessels got to sea from the Island. 16th, 
River broke up by a storm. 17th, High tide — 
wharves overflowed and covered with drifting' 
ice. 20th, First arriml since the 4th. 27th, 
Vessel at Cohanzey could not get up for the ice. 

February 4. Bay Ml of ice. 16th, Arrivals. 
December. Arrivals and clearances. 

1821. January 4. Two vessels in the ice off* Bombay 
Hook — a gfreat deal of ice in the bay. 6th & 7th, 
Snow storm from the K. E. It began at Phila- 
delphia, 6 o'clock, of ftx)m 18 to 24 inches deep. 
N. York 8 o'clock, 

Baltimore about noon. 
Washington 8 o'clock. 

11th, 4 vessels reach- 
ed Marcus Hook on Sunday. 20th, Thermome- 
ter at 3** above zero; at the same hour on the 
19tb, it was 3® below 0. 24th, 12 above 
rooming, 10 do 2 P. M. 6 do sunset 4® below 
midnight 25th, Maximum in the night 7 be- 
low 0. At 8 A . M. 6 do. 3 Cows' fi-ozen to death 
yesterday near the city — weather very severe. 
27th, This was considered the coldest night at 
Reading ever experienced. Sleighing for the 
last two weeks. 

February, Several dams carried away by the ^ 
14th, The Dela- 
ware is completely navigable. Several vessels 
came up being the first arrival since 12th January. 

September 3. A great storm of rain and wind 
from N. and N. E.— caused great destruction 
among the trees — blew down several chimneys — 
unroofed the bridge at the upper ffrry. The 
Schuylkill at the dam rose to a great height — 
thermometer stood at 73°, the rain that fell com- 
puted at 3 92.100 inches—no thunder and light- 
ning. 15th, Steamboats ceased running on ac- 
count of tlie ice. 

December 19. River quite clear of ice. 

1822 . January 3 . Outward bound fleet left Chester, 
Marcus Hook, &c. yesterday. Much ice in Ladd's 
cove. Sth, Skaiting on Schuylkill — vessel dri- 
ving in the ice. 

February 23. Freshet in Schuylkill -Fall's 
Bridge carried over the dam . 

December 3 . First snow this season at Mauch 
Chunk. 26th, Arrivals. 

1823. January 22. The navigation of the Delaware 
is no longer obstructed by ice — a fi^sh in the 
Schuylkill. On yesterday morning the waiter was 
3 ft. perpendicular at the over fall, and by sunset 
only 21 inches — the ice above the dam remains 
fast. 

October 31. On Saturday last, snow at Wilkes- 
barre mountains incased by it — in some places 2 
inches deep . 

December. Arrivals. 

1824. • January, A slight fall of snow covered th« 
pavements. One or two sleighs seen in the 
streets. 
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April 7th, During* the l*st four months, 
twenty freshets have occurfed in Schuylkill, all 
of which disturbed the water of the river. 

May 21 . Slight shock of an earthquake on 
Sunday hiorning last, between eleven and twelve 
o'clock, at Lancaster. 

June 13 or 14. A severe frost in Wyoming 
Valley. Killed fruit, and injured com, and ten- 
der vegetables, also wheat and rye. 

Juiy 20. Violent storm of rain and hail at 
Chester, 29. Unprecedented rain in Philadelphia, 
did great damage to bridges, mills, &c. Flat 
Hock bridge, Poole's bridge, part of Frankford 
bridge, — two cows lost. A stone bridge on Lan- 
caster road. The water rose in Cohocksink 
creek four feet higher than is recollected by the 
oldest inhabitants, {see U. S. Gazette Aug. 31.) 

December, Arrivals through the month. 

1825. February 14. A May day. The Delaware as 
,free from ice as in July. 

June 11. At tiMO o'clock thermometer stood 
at ninety-six in the shade. The horses in the 
stage arrived within a mile of town, (at York) 
and were so overcome by the heat that they 
could not proceed. 

October 19. Mountains at Gettysbui^ covered 
with snow, 25. Tuesday morning last, the 
mountains at Chambersburg* covered with snow, 
first time this season. Ten days before the ther- 
mometer ranged for several days at 80. 

December 28. Several vessels in the ice, below, 
notwithstanding, arrivals and clearances. 

1826. January, River free from ice — a dense fog. 
2r. Pittsburg' rivers dosed with ice. 30. The 
most considerable snow in this city the present 
winter. Averagpe depth, three or four inches. 
31. River closed. 

February 3. Skaiting on the Delaware and 
Schuylkill. 8« Delaware opened. 

May. Destructive hail storm in Lancaster Co. 
21. At Sunbuiy — a severe frost this morning. 
Weather like December, 

December, Arrivals and clearances. 

1827. February, A panther measuring six feet in 
lengfth, was killed seventeen miles from Easton. 

March 17. Shad in Reading at 75 cents, 

Jpril 16. A stalk of rye, three feet six inches 
in height, exhibited in Philadelphia. 

July 20. Peaches, pears, and plumbs in mar- 
ket. 

September 3. Peaches most abundant in the 
market) selling for 12 1-2 cents a basket, say 
bushel. 

October. Unnusually high tides about full 
moon. 

Nonxmber 14. Lowest tide recollected for 
many years. Rocks on Jersey channel exposed to 
view which at low i^ater are usually covered se- 
veral feet. 

December. Navigation opened all the month. 

1828. During the winter the navigation has been un- 
interrupted. The ice houses were unfilled, and 
several cargoes of ice arrived, and were sold here 
from the'Eastward during the spring. 

November 14. SHght snow — as also for a few 
moments a day or two preceding. 

December 24. There has as yet Veen no ice in 
the canals to impede navigation, and boats are 
continually passing to and fro at Reading. 27. 
Thus far the navigation has remained open — no 
ice either in Delaware or Schuylkill — Skaiting in 
small ponds in the cool mornings. 

Major WILLIAM JACKSON, who died on Wednes- 
day the 17th insf. was distinguished for his revolutionary 
and civil services, and was highly regarded as a scholar 
and a gentleman. 



At the early age of sixteen he received a commissioa 
in the continental army, and faithfully served his coun- 
try during eight years of the fcontest for independence. 
His superior education and attainments secured for him 
the esteem and confidence of the ofiicers of the south- 
em army; and Major General Lincoln selected him as 
his aid-de-camp . With tliat brave oflicer he shared the 
toils and dangers of the sieges of Savannah and Charles- 
ton, beingfrequently in fire? and became a prisoner of 
war on the surrender of Fort Moultrie, in 1780. 

Major Jackson, as secretary of legation, accompanied 
the accomplished Col. Laurens to the coiurt of France 
in 1781, and was actively and usefully engaged in the 
arrangements which were the result of the demand of 
aid, made by that gentle nian on the French king. It iB> 
known that aniong the important consequences of that 
mission, was the expedition under Count de Grasse and 
General Rochambeau, by whose combined operations 
with the American army, the capture of the British for- 
ces under Comwallis was effected. 

Afler the close of the war. Major Jackson visited Eu- 
rope upon private business; and on his return he was 
appointed the Secretary of the Convention which form- 
ed the Constitution of the United States. To this highly 
honourable post he was first named by General Wash- 
ington; and at the tennination of the labours of that 
body of patriots and statesmen, he received a vote of 
thanks for his services. In addition to the official re- 
cord of the acts of the Convention, Major Jackson pre- 
served full private notes of the proceedings and debates^ 
and these are noW in the possession of his family. It 
was the request of General Washington that he would 
not publish them during his life. They will form a 
rich and authentic addition to the materials for AmericMk 
history. 

On the orgfanization of the present government. Ma- 
jor Jackson became the private secretary of President 
Washington, of whose esteem and confidence he always 
enjoyed a large share. By him he was afterwards ap- 
pointed Surveyor of the port of FhiUdelphia., which 
station he held until the election of Mr. Jefferson. His 
conduct in office was without reproach. 

The talents of Major Jackson as a wnter, were of a 
superior order, and few men possessed more cxtensrre 
classical knowledge. His style was fiuent and vigoroui^ 
and ornamented with the lore of antiquity and the rich- 
est gems of modem literature. By the appointment of 
his brethren of the Cincinnati, he pronounced an eulo- 
gium upon Washington, which was admired by all for 
the beauty and eloquence of the compoation, for its 
faithful expression df the feelings and sentiments of his 
associates, and of the gratitude and veneration of the 
whole American people to tlie father of his country. 

In the relations of private life. Major Jackson had 
warm fnends; as a husband and a fiither, he was kind, 
affectionate and exemplary. His mourning domestic 
circle will long cherish the recollection of their bereave* 
m^nt.'^U.S. Gaz. 

TO SUBSCRIBERS, &C. 

The present number having brought us to the close 
of another volume, as well as of the year, we embrace 
the occasion to tender to our subscribers our renewed 
acknowledgments, and to assure them of our determina- 
tion to continue the " Register." At the commence- 
ment of the present volume we were hesitating as to the 
cout^e we ought to pursue, from want of encourage- 
ment to proceed; but since that period this work has re- 
ceived so many testimonials of the approbation of men 
of respectability and intelligence, as well, expressed, ss, 
to be inferred from the considerable addition to our hit 
of subscribers, that we feel warranted to prosecute onr 
labours, relying upon a continuaftce of the patronage 
which enabled us at first to commence its publication. We 
trust, that the longer the ** Register" is continued, the 
more will its usefulne^ be manifest and appreciated. 

OjT Indcxof this volume next week. '^ 
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